
ARTIST BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD

Artist name:
Nanao, Kenjilo

City and country of birth:
Aomori, Japan

Residence:
USA

Education:
Nikon University, Asagaya Art Institute 
Tamarind Lithography Workshop, Los Angeles: 1968-1969
Brooklyn Museum Art School, San Francisco Art Institute: M.F.A., 1970

Career: 
Printmaker and Associate Professor of Art, California State University, Hayward, 1971 to 
present
Formerly, printer at Collector’s Press, San Francisco, 1970
Printmaking instructor, California State University, Hayward and San José, 1970

Artwork medium:
Lithography
Drawing

One-Person Exhibition(s):
• American Institute of Physics, New York, 1963
• Brooklyn Museum Art School, New York, 1964
• Tsubaki Kindai Gallery, Tokyo, 1965
• Upstairs Gallery, Cincinnati, 1969
• Galerie Smith-Andersen, Palo Alto, 1971, 1974
• Kanecho Gallery, Aomori, 1971
• The Santa Barbara Museum of Art, California, 1972
• Hartnell Junior College, Salinas, California, 1973
• Achenbach Foundation for Graphic Arts, Palace of the Legion of Honor, San 

Francisco, 1973
• Richmond Art Center, California, 1977.

Group Exhibition(s):
More than 40 since 1963, including:

• Fulton Gallery, New York, 1963
• San Francisco Hall of Justice Exhibition, 1967
• San Francisco Museum of Art, 1967, 1973
• Palace of the Legion of Honor, San Francisco, 1971
• Brooklyn Museum of Art, 1973


1



• Cincinnati Art Museum, 1973
• Honolulu Academy of Art, 1973, 1975
• Library of Congress, D.C., 1973, 1975
• Associated American Artists, New York, 1974
• Hunt Institute, 1975
• National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, 1976

Honors/Awards: 
• Ford Foundation Grant, Tamarind Lithography Workshop, Los Angeles, 

1968-1969
• Award from KQED Television, San Francisco
• Selected by the San Francisco Art Commission for Exchange Show to Vancouver, 

British Columbia, 1972
Purchase Prizes:

• San Francisco Art Festival, 1970-1972
• Brooklyn Museum of Art, 1972
• Honolulu Academy of Arts, 1973
• City of Philadelphia

Collections: 
Cincinnati Museum of Art
Honolulu Academy of Art
Achenbach Foundation for Graphics, Palace of the Legion of Honor, San Francisco
Brooklyn Museum of Art
Home Savings and Loan Corporation, Los Angeles
Museum of Modern Art, New York
Pasadena Art Museum
Los Angeles County Museum
Grunewald Collection, University of California, Westwood
Rochester Institute of Technology
Minnesota Museum of Art, St. Paul
Library of Philadelphia
The Oakland Museum
Library of Congress

Work	reproduced	in	(publications	the	artist	was	commissioned	to	illustrate	or	works	
authored	by	the	artist):
Editions of prints for:

• New Leaf Publisher, Walnut Creek, California
• Associated American Artists, New York
• City of San Francisco

Transcribed from copy of original by Leslie Shaver in 2023.
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