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Artist name:
Alava, Reino Olavi

City and country of birth:
Paimio, Finland

Residence:
Finland

Education:
University of Turku, Turku, Finland: MA., Botany 1947
Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri: Ph.D., Botany, 1951
Self-taught botanical illustrator

Career:
Curator of the Herbarium, University of Turku, Turku, Finland, and botanist specializing
the taxonomy of Umbelliferae.
Formerly, botanical illustrator, Department of Botany, University of California, Berkeley,
1955-58.

Artwork medium:
Ink

Group Exhibition(s):
● Hunt Institute International, 1964

Collections:
Department of Botany, University of California, Berkeley
Department of Botany, University of Turku

Work reproduced in (publications the artist was commissioned to illustrate or works
authored by the artist):

● Alava, R. “The genus Ainsworthia,” Notes of the Royal Botanic Garden,
Edinburgh, Vol. 31, 1971.

● Alava, R. “The genus Ducrosia and its allies,” Notes of the Royal Botanic Garden,
Edinburgh, Vol. 34, 1975.

● Alava, R. “A new genus of Umbelliferae (Tordyliinae) from Caucasia,” Notes of
the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, Vol. 32, No. 2.

● Alava, R. “Kandaharia, a new genus of the Umbelliferae from southeast
Afghanistan,” Candollea, Vol. 31, 1976.

● Alava, R. “Spikelet variation in Zea mays,” Annals of the Missouri Botanical
Garden, Vol. 39, 1952 (Ph.D. thesis).
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● Mathias, M.E. and Constance, L. Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club, Vol. 84,
1957; Vol. 85, 1958; Vol. 89, 1962; University of California publications in
botany, Vol. 33, 1962; Vol. 38, 1965.
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