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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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Drs. Otto and Isa Degener

The following was published in the Honolulu Advertiser:
“Botanists ought to be considered the most important people
in the world for they are specialists in plant life, without
which no animal life, including man himself, could exist.
Actually, you don't hear much about them. The atom
smashers get the play . . ."” That was written in March 1958,
The occasion was publication of the fifth volume of Flora
Hawaifensis or New [lus ! Flora of the Hawaiian fslands,
co-authored by Drs. Otto and Isa Degener. The article went
on to speak of botanists combining adventure with scholar-
ship, and plant explorers writing about their adventures as
well as their scientific findings. The Degeners huve done this
in exemplary fashion.

While Flora Hawaiiensis focuses on the flora of thé Hawaiian
Islands, Dr. Otto Degener's roots run deep into the Botanical
Garden. Born in East Orange, New Jersey, in 1899, this
noted botanist, for whom the plant family Degeneriaceae

is named, has made the Garden’s Herbarium the main deposi-
tory of his field collections. And since taking up residence

in Hawaii in 1922, it has been to the Garden he has returned
time and again these many years for study while enriching
our Herbarium holdings.

Dr. Isa Irmgard Degener was born in Berlin, Germany, and

in 1949 received her doctorate from the University of Berlin.
The Degeners were married in 1953 and, as Otto Degener
puts it, “have been teammates ever since.”

While pressing onward with publication of additional volumes
of Flora Hawaiiensis and other works, the Drs. Degener, as
our Collaborators in Hawaiian Botany, have directed many of
their efforts toward documentation and preseryation of
Hawaii’s magnificent wildlife resources. In a resolution of
commendation adopted March 22, 1979, the Hawaii Senate
paid tribute to their “lifetime perseverance in relating human-
kind to the natural environment upon which we ultimately
depend for survival as a species.”

It is in recognition of their continuing contributions, through
botany, to botanical science in general and to The New York
Botanical Garden in particular, that the Board of Managers
presents to Drs. Otto and Isa Degener the Distinguished
Service Award,
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The Senate of the State of “Hawaii
hereby presents to:

DR. OTTO DEGENER
Senate “Resolution “No. 294
entitled:

COMMENDING DR. OTTO DEGENER

adopted this 22nd dayof MARCH 1979

S “President of the S’t'_nulo
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COMMENDING DR. OTTO DEGENER.

WHEREAS, the flora and fauna of Hawaii's unique island
ecosystem are a most treasured natural resource; and

WHEREAS, the preservation of our wildlife resources, which
have adapted and evolved in our isolated oceanic environment
over many thousands of years, has become a pa;amount concern in
the recent years of Hawaii's rapid urbanization; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Otto Degener, botanist, taxonomist, conserva-
tionist, author, and advocate, has devoted well over a half-
century toward a better understanding of our invaluable yet
highly sensitive natural environment; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Degener's many works, including Plants of
Hawaii National Park and the seven-volume Flora Hawaiiensis,
comprise an unparalleled collection of information on plant-life
in Hawaii, and stand as a remarkable resource in itself to students,
teachers, scientists, and laymen alike, both locally and world-
wide; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Degener has been an inspiration to countless
others in teaching the values of native ecosystems, in encouraging
study of Hawaiian plants, and in recruiting new workers for pro-
tection of native wildlife and plants; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Degener stood alone for most of the past fifty
years as a voice in the wilderness, steadily appealing year after
year for recognition of Hawaii's botanical wonders and conservaltion

of their habitats, having no peer in his unshakeable, deep commit-—
ment to Hawaii's natural envirconment; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Degener has been tireless in his forthright,
fearless efforts to educate and influence government officials,
developers, journalists, other conservationists, and the general
public to seek protection of native habitats from the bulldozer,
feral mammals, introduced game, and introduced weeds that natucalize
in our native forests; and
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WHEREAS, Dr. Degener has influenced and inspired many
people in Hawaii and throughout the world with his deep iove Of
fauna, flora, and the land which is Hawaii; and

WHEREAS, all of us who care about &tn. natural beauty and
special gualities of these islands that set Hawaii apart in the
work of nature, owe a bottom-line debt of gratitude to Dr. Degener
for his lifetime perseverance in relating humankind to the natural
environment upon which we ultimately depend for survival as a
species; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Degener, who will be eighty this year, continues
to demonstrate his remarkable stamina, good humor, and zest to get
on with research and writing projects--and initiate new ones; and

WHEREAS, this outstanding service of Dr. Otto Degener in
fostering the preservation of our community's precious wildlife
resources is worthy of our recognition and commendation; and

WHEREAS, it is particularly fitting that his five and one-
half decades of generous service to Hawaii be extolled by the
State Legislature; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Tenth Legislature of the
State of Hawaii, Regular Sessicn of 1979, that it commend Dr. Otto
Degener for his contribution to the preservation and enhancement
of Hawaii's wildlife resources; and

J
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution
be transmitted to Dr. Degener.
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