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the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
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public interest in the work of the meeting. As 15 cus-
tomary in such enterprises, there is a considerable
varmtion in the quality of the papers,

There appears to be such @ strong determination
on the part of Usxesco to avoid the evils of this world
that some of its ‘aims may occufy s energies for
many years, Becapse of exchange controls and other
impediments, the scholars of many countries find it
impossihle to acquire the books and journals the
need ; there are embargoes on the acquisition of w
of art; scholars, particularly archeologists and
thropologists, find that Llll:y cannot visit parts

World War 11 _It has set itself the further ain,
ever, once the scholars of the world are set Ir
the burdens that now oppress them, of assisting in
the production of studies that will conform 1o ideals
of accuracy and truth. To assist in carrying out this
purpose Uxesca proposes to establish a World Li-
brary Center in Paris, the facilities of which will be
available to scholars everywhere.

Thus, as Mr. David Hardman points out in his in-
troduction to the present volume, we may look for an
improvement in textbooks in history, geagraphy, and
civies, Instead of six varswns Df a rruhl:lr} r:ampalgn
we will have “one
This idea was inrr.her_dl:\-?dopcd at the Mexico City
meeting of Unesco in 1947, where it was pointed out
that many of the troubles ci th: world were due to
the pror lgation of bad philosophy. Tt was therefore
pmposed by an American delegate that the philoso-
phers should resolve that henceforth only true phi-
losophy should be written. This idea has a respectahle
ancestry, bcg-mmng with Plato’s ohservations on the
dangers inherent in pcrmmmg poets. ta propagnlg
myths, and includi
statute passed in 1923 “I'nch [nrhzde 1]«.- use in that
state’s schools of any textbook which falsified the
facts with respect to the War of Independence or the
War of 1812, or defamed the nation’s founders, or
misrepresented the ideals and causes for which they
struggled, or which contained propaganda favorable
to any foreign government.

Many of the speakers: represented in the present
valume were not members of Usesco, and were thus.
free to expound their ideas without reference to
Usxgsco's program. M. Malraux, a de Gaullict, put
forward a theory of art which aroused the utmost
scorn of M. Aragon, who has identified himiself with
the Marxist point of view. Mr. Ayer, a leading nomi-
nalist, explained why all past and present realist and
idealist philosophy is in error, and Mr. Herbert Read,
also a nominalist, showed why all past aesthetic in-
terpretation must be discarded. For the most part the
scientists contented themselves with brief, excellent
accounts of progress in our knowledge of such fields
as the submarine underworld, the physiology of the
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nervous system, cave paintings, and genetics. The
yolume also contains & moving plea by the Greck
represenitative on behalf of the claims of ancient
Greek rationalis a place in the deliberations of
Unesco

Huxtincron CAIRNS
Nutional Gallery of Art
Vashington, I C.

BOTANICAL EXPLORATIONS IN THE
FIJIS
Natyralist's. South Pacific Expedition:. Fiji. Otto
Degéner, [8] + 303 pp, Nlus. $5.00. Otto Degener.
Waialoa, Oahu, Hawaii,

10 DEGENER presents a curious mélange of

his experiences in collecting plants in the Fiji
Islinds in 194041, with accounts of the past and
present customs of the natives of these islands and
their present condition under colomial British  rule
His botanieal collecting in the Fijis was under the
auspices of the New York Botanical Garden and of
the Arnold Arboretum and appears to have heen em-
inently successful, (One is intrigued by the somewhat
obscure arrangements whereby it seems that heis to
inherit the junk-yacht Cheng Ho from its former
owtier, Mrs, Anne Archbold, the sponsor of the Cheng
Ho Expeditions. )

The account of botanical collecting gives a thor-
oughly interesting plcture of the work of an expiunng
and collecting botanist in L‘ae tmpucs, which is some-
times a little overtechni king in explanations
for_the nonbotanical readcr. There are glimpses of
shell collecting and of other zoological interests, but
these are unfortunately brief. There were two collect-
ing stations on Vanua Levu, and several on Viti Leu,
including the zlopes of Mount Evans. The results in-
cluded the discovery of a remarkable new family of
plants, the Degenerhiceae, about which Mr. Degener
is, perhaps pardonably, somewhat naively vain.

The anthropologiml information about the Fijians
of the last century is a well-written review of the
source material, Various accounts of present-day
Fijian customs, like the drinking of yangona, the
women's “sitting dance,” and the methods of house
construction are at firsthand. The information about
medicinal and food plants is valuable.

The accounts of race prejudice, “white supremacy,”
and other failures of the British eolonial rule seem to
be painfully firsthand, Nevertheless, the status of the
Fijians in the all-Fijian communities seems to be
not without dignity and independence, and the t
of racial intermixture remarkably small. One may
wonder what may be the impact of the Fijians’ dis-
tinguished war service on the three-way race problem
presented in the relations of whites, Hindus, and
native Fijians in their island isolation.

Kare P, Scauint

Chicage Natural History Musenmn
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Hawaiian motif d..‘w.l-!‘.ﬂ&..u 7/[‘—\.%
A ToucH of the South Seas was evidbnt at the Thirty-
fourth [nternational Flower Show held at Grand Central
Palace, New York City, recently. There Mrs. Howard
3. Perry decorated a niche with tropical foliage. tapa
and kawa bowls. [t was “an interpretive compnsition
honoring an outstanding botanist or naturalist who was
a native of the Pacific Islands or did his main work
there.” The man selected for the year was Otto Degener,
resident of Oahu since 1922, and author of several books
about Hawaiian plants and native customs and, last year,
of his Naturalist’s South Pacific Expedition: Fiji. This
last work describes his eight months’ exploring for plants
in the Fiji [slands as guest botanist on Mrs. Anne
Archbold’s fabulous junk-yacht Cheng Ho. It was during
this trip that Mr. Degener discovered a tree belonging
to a new plant family that now bears his name.

Hawaiian arrangement at New York show. Phato Bautrelle.
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Portrait of Fiji

And of a Personality
NATURALISTS SOUTH PACIFIC EX-
FEDITION, PUL Ous Degener. 103
pages, (llustrations, maps, inder. Pab-
lished by the author, P.O. Box 187,
Waialua, Oahu, T.H. 1949, §5. Aho
available from the New York Hotani-
;;'[ &I\l‘dﬁ!, Bronx Park, New Yaork

Otto Degener has a niche in botanical
histary for giving his name to the Deg-
eneriaceie, the genus J?cpmrnv, qnd
numerous little “degeneri’s” as specific
fames. He now has another niche: as
the author of this volume, which recounts
his explorations while with the Anne
Arthbold expedition on the motorized junk
Cheng-Ho® Here 15 a book 1o take its
place beside the classics of the 19th cen-
try traveling natorafists, thoroughly
modern, vet in an established style and
tradition that has a parallel in such com-
positions as Prokofiev's “Classical Sym-
phony.”

give us an exciting picture of the islands
of today,

The is wrnitten with a complete
lack of that “diplomacy™ that often col-
ors the words of professional lecturers
and travelers and others secking to climb
success's ladder, and the narrative is
backed 1?' supporting chapters on the his-
tory of Fiji and its customs. When today
has gone, the volume will serve the eth-
nologists of the future for its basic data
of this age.

“Partrait of Otto Degener” might well
be the subtitle of this unusuzl book, which
is all the more pleasing since the picture

The author has a rare trait of ch
his native friends with discernment, and
of gaining their affection with their con-
fidence—a task difficult in a land where
the race problem is no better (or worse)
than in our own lynch-conscious southern

“towns. As a result, this delightful ac-

count of his wanderings about the islands,
filled with the human side of his exper-
iences yet presented with the impartiality
of & scientist (even to a minutely detailed

iption of yangoma drinking, with
clocked notations, some at one-half min-
ute intervals during the ceremony), all

*Parts of the book ired originally in the
[ournal n-? the New Y?;r‘l!oml:ﬁhﬂ-r’d: for
r and October 1943,

el an
drawn. A hundred little anecdotes, some
uncomplimentary to  himself, and the
ahsence of sm}t‘: stories as many uulf::n
use to prime their pousness, all have
their cumulative effect. As one closes the
one knows not only Fiji, but also
Otto Degener the man—so sage and
kindly that ane wishes more of his kind
would tread the earth.
Faank E.
Aton Farest, Norfolk, Conn,

Reprinted from the
Jowrral of the New York Botawwcal Garden,
Nevember 1949, Vol. 50, No. 399.
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