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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY

BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY STATION

PRasIoN OF
BELTSVILLE, MARYLAND

PLANT EXPLORATION AND
INTRODUCTION

Degember 28, 1942

Dr. Otto Degener

New York Botanieal Garden
Bronx Park (Fordham P. 0.)
New York, New York

Dear Doctor Degener:

Material hss come in as indicated in your letter of November 30.
I asked Mr. Erlanson, of our Division, to go over the material, and
he submits the following statement.

It consista as follows:
Hewaii 177 unmounted ecollections
59 mounted collections
£36 total
' Other sources 9 collections acceptable
12 collections not acceptable

Grend totel 257

You will notice thst Mr. Erlenson stresaes that 12 sheets of this mat-
eriasl are not sccepteble, end I hope you will find his opinion agresable.

As I wrote you in the former letter, our suthorizations for the purchass
of herberium meterisl are still in & condition whieh is not agreesble to
me, but I em not in a position to over-rule the opinion &s yst. I am
therefore sending you my personel check for $24.50, which I em most
happy to do. :

¥hatever material you msy want to send on presently under your former
basis for purchese if end when or for storege at such time B3 we have
to retum it to you, may now COm&..
Very cordislly yours,
;é%j, 2g;r?roq)1\_u
B. Y. Morrison

Principal Horticulturist in Charge

BYM: BYG
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Chicago Teachers College i ]
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE
Chicago, lllincis, Dec. Elst, 194%

Mr. Otto Degener,
New York Botanical Garden,
New York City, N.Y.

My dear Mr. Degener:-
Your several letters and post card came fto hand
and I shall try to cateh up with them somewhat. I have sorted out
the main batch of folders for &ccessioning at Field Museum and
turned them over for mounting. They were to be accredited directly
to you so I cannot take credit for them on any tax accounting. In
fact the thought never entered my head. But thenks for the idea.
I noted the Fiji plants on which you wented an opinion,-~the ones
allied with Lipochaeta. Off-hand I would associate them at once with
g Wedelia, one of the two or three near-by geners that are difficultly
separable from Lipochaeta (you may remember that in the preface or
v introduction to my Lipochaeta monograph I referred to your letter
' from Dr. Blake in which his metured opinion was that “ipochaeta was
a valld genus). Our literature and specimens here however are so
scanty for Wedelia that unless some very serious matter is at stake
it would seem hardly worth my time to go deeply into the matter.
The angulation of the achenes seemed distinctive in some of the _
meterial, so far as our very {'ew specimens showed. Perhaps if you have
some particular point at issue I might be of service, but you know
I have no monographic knowledge of Wedelia and my opinion would not
be as good probably &s your own, (My experience in monographing
has convinced me that not untill the rezl moncgrephing of & genus
is undertaken does ocne get a4 reslly suthoritetive conecegiion af

the spacils=.

I N

I ¢hell enclcse my determinstions that I made for three col-
lections of your plents amlong the-Anzhulu Trail, Mar. &2, 1228.
Evidently I had never seen any of these before. The first and third
were especlally interesting as being of rare forms.
I heve run through your SE28688 Schiedes material, sll told
I believe only twelve or fourteen collections. I believe that surely
you must have collected much more than that, but I certainly did
not discover more in your shipments. Do you not have more yet to
; ship? Schiedes is so uiterly simple compared with the mean genera
like Pittosporum and Labordis that 1t seems but child's pley to
work on it.---But now I must sscertazin directly from you before I
proceed much further, just who among Hawaiiesn specialists may have
contemplated doing the genus. Did Fosberg or §t. John that you know
of? Or in fact do you even suspect that snybody allied with Bishop
Museum has had 1t in mind? If so I had bettér know it =t once so
as to avold showing my hand to Buck until later on. If he has no en-
tanglements, it will be safe to ask now for the Bishop specimens
and this would of course be much better. I feasr that so far as &
reguler monograph of the genus is concerned I shall perforee have to
awalt the war's end, but meanwhile I plarito have the various Ameri-g
i can institutions lend me what they can and I cen do & fairly good
Job for the time being.
A Ls to Pelea and Cyrtandras much will depend on the wer's out-
L~ come of course. I would certainly have to go to Europe and also be
gssured of Bishop Museum's lending its huge collections. Perhaps
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Werrill can heve enough influence later on to get Bishop Museum's
cooperation with me on these two lerge geners, in which case I
would probably be glad to go shead. Eut anything I might do now
would be so unsatisfactory that I would not think of attempting it.

I noted your reguest for extra coples of my Pittosporum
erticle. I have now sent you five s11 together, one aof them on special
paper. I trust thet they reach you sefely. The Museum gives me Tifty
regular copies for free distribution and if you need more just say

S0.

T thank you for the two separates regarding Fiji plants. I
feel somewhat'f{attered to think that I have wslked and talked with
= botanist who has had & family named after him. You have had an
honor come to you that will come to but few people in future history.
is I glanced a2t the many Degeneri's I came to realize at least in
small part how tremendeusly profitable your Fijian trip had proved

o be.

. I have certsin pigeon-holes full of folders belonging to you
and marked "return to Degener.!" Shall I send any such plants from
now on to you et the N.Y.Bot, Gerd.? If so please so advise and T
will begin to clean them out.

Do you happen to know if Bishop Museum is lending anything
out these days? Another thing I would like to lmow, if you would
be so kind =s to do it. Would you plesse sit down st the N.Y.Eot.
Gerd, cover or covers of Schiedea and 1list the few sheefs that ¥
might be there ss to ecollector end number? I expect to have these
lent us soon but meanwhile would like to steal a march by getting
this informetion in zdvance.

If you believe that nobody-seriously hes Schiedes in mind .
beck in the Hawaiian Islands, then I would appreciate it if you
could, whenever you chance to write to some of your botanical cor-
respondents back there, get them to send me any specimens of the
genus that they might collect. As you know, I am a great believer
in & huge number of exsiccatze as a proper baslis for & reviesion.

To add to your lore regarding Hillebrandfs plants, I mey say
thet we have at Field Museum z fine specimen of a variety of EBEZEAEE
Schiedea pubescens that Hillebrand collected and which had come
to us from the old Elihu Hall herbarium (Hall lived on a farm near
Athens, Ill., and was a correspondent of Asa Gray's, so probably had
been given the plent by Gray &s &n exchange).

I have pondered the matter of an expedition alluded to by you.
0f course I mentioned it to nobody else. I cannot warm up to the ldea
of & western Canada trip, as I feel that & trip into Guatemalz or else-
where in Central America would be more productive. 45 to bringing out
specimens, Steyermark seems to get them out easily enough. This lzst
trip he collected I believe nearly twenty thousand folders. He and
Standley have found many new genera as well a5 meny more new species.
I do not thing a collector there would have much trouble at all. ¥8
Yuncker had mervellous success in Central America and so did someone
from Dartmouth College (I believe he was more of a zoologist).

Now then, what spare time I have this winter I plan to put
upon Schiedea and the Hawaiisn forms of Dodonzes. So as fast as any
of your plants turn up in these groups I shall te glad to have them
sent along for study.

Remember us to Roy and be assured of our best Christmes wishes.

Hunt Institute for Botan‘:ical Documentation
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THE PANAMA CANAL I
CANAL ZONE
SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

Canal Zone Experiment Gardens

Summit, Canal Zone,
December 17th,1942.

Mr. Otto Degener,
Wailua, Oahu, T. H.

Dear Mr. Degener,-

Your postal card dated September 25th, 1941, reached us
just as the war news"broke" and due to increased activities here
at the Gardens it has been sidetracked until now.

We have already been working for sometime on a non-
fechnical publication of commonly grown plants of this region.
When completed it will be similar in make-up to "In Honolulu Gardens",
Due to other more pressing work, however, we have had to discontinue
our efforts for the present.

As you probably know, Dr. Paul Standley has written a
rather complete and scientific treatise - "Flora of the Canal Zone",
published by the Smithsonian Institution.

I am enclosing a booklet - "Edible, Poisonous and
Medicinal Fruits of Central America", which we prepared in conjunction
with the Army for distribution to their personnel. These are not for
sale so we have not been able to supply our friends with copies, How-
ever, we have just received a very limited number and are pleased to
send you one at this time.

With best regards, I am

Cordially,

y S o

WRL-k Director,

P.8.,~ We regret to advise that Mr. Paul Allen was persona non grata
around here and we had to dispense with his services a little
OVEr a year &go.

Hunt Instit tation
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY

ARNOLD ARBORETUM, JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS, , U.8.4.

Farlow Herbarium and Library, Cambridge, Musr.
Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Musr.

Harvard Forest, Petersham, Mo,

The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for

Botanical Research

Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, Mass.

Atkins Institation of the Arnold Arboretam,
Soledad, Cienfuegor, Cuba

Botanical Garden, Cambridge, Mass,

Botanical Musenm, Combridge, Mass,

Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, Moss,

December 11, 1942

kr. Otte Degener

New York Botanical Garden
Bronx Park

New York

Dear Degener:

Responding to your post card of December 7, I suppose that it
will be possible for you to secure tax exemption on your actual gifts of
publications and botanical specimens to various institutions, but were
I attempting to do this I think that I would consult some expert on the
income tax regulestions.

I enclose herewith a tabulation appertzining to the sets of
botanical specimens prepared by Dr. Smith from the materisl you forwarded
from Fiji. While in this tabulation he placed the actual valuation at a
nominal figure (10¢ per specimen), we both feel that you would be justified
in making your estimate of value 15¢ per specimen, because 15¢ is what we
more frequently pay for material coming from remote parts of the world.

I would suspect that the procedure would be for you to secure

a signed statement from the proper individual or individuals covering the
amount of materisl in each set as received by the institution concerned;
presumably this would mean only the Arnold Arboretum and the New York Botanieal
Garden. You cemmot deduct the value of gifts to individuals. As far as
the records are concerned, this is immaterial, because the statement could be
dated for whatever fiscal year you desired to cover; that is, either 1942 or
1943, or the distributions might be divided between these two years, thus
permitting you to take off a part in one year and a part in another year.
You can only deduct in the form of gifts up to 15k of your fotal income, .l

erefore, you may desire to split these gifts between two years or even
perhaps over a longer period,

Very truly yours

E. D, Merrill L--...

Admind strator

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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THE LIBRARY

BERNICE P. BISHOP MUSEUM
HONOLULU, HAWAIT

November 12, 1042

Mr. Otto Degener,

Botanical Garden Arms,
2995 Botanic Garden Square,
Bronx, New York City.

Dear Mr. Degener,

Thank you for sending the two separates.
I em returning to you, or sending you in return, the Bulletin
No. 141, which you reqest. We haye both papers in the series
in which they occur, and so I shall let ¥r. Brysn have them if
he wants them, otherwise keep them as separates. Mr. Bryan is
now Ceptain Bryan and is very busy, as usual, in another sphere.
He got out a set of Maps of the Pacific, which Tongg published and
which is now in its 2000th sdition or thereabouts. Also a new
edition of Americsn Polynesia. No grass growing.

Please accept my congratulations on becoming the head of a
fanily. Does that give you a paternmal feeling? Miss Neal tells
me it is a great honor to have m family named for you, snd I can
believe it., Splendid.

My little sister is a botanist,- plant genetics. She worked
at Geneve for a while, then at Cold Spring Earbor Biol. Staticn
which is in the next town from our home, Huntington, Long Island.

If times were different I should be charmed to have you know her.
But now she is off botany for the duration, is meking some small
part of & gun, or something, in an airplane factory, and works

such long hours that there is no time for anything else. But if
you should chence to be in Long Island of a Sunday, and in Hunting=~
ton, do look her up. We are the only Titcombs in the phone book,

Hosake is OK. He's very busy, hence his neglect of corre-
spondences I'll tell him you asked about him.

Best wishes,
Sincerely, ’
ol Dlzad-

Margeret Titcomb
Librarian

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS., U.5.A.

Oct. 30, 1942

Dear Degener,

I have your letter of Oct. 27 and a few minutes to answer. Now
I have finished sorting the Fijian collectlon into sets, and these
wlll be ready for shloment as soon as I finish the book-keeoing and
total up the number in each set, However, I won't send anything out
until you have verified your NY set to make sure that nothlng is )
lacking. I think that I numbered the packages, so you can tell i it
is complete merely by arranging them in order. Our typlst is now
making a 1ist of determinations for you and this should be ready in a
week or two, although of course she has to work on it intermittently.
I can send you the first few hundred names when you want them. Let
me know if you would like to begin now, or if I shall walt until
the 1ist 1s complete. It's too bad you have this extra work to do,
for i we had waited, you could now recelve a set with the labels
completed. But of course last year you were plannlng to do a different
sort of Jjob in Honolulu.

The collection is sorted into 16 sets (actually 14, the first
being mounted here and the second in your possession). Whenever
there was extra material (oretty often) I out 1t aside and will send
all of thece mxtra duplicetes to you. You can use them for smaller
exchanges ol gifts and they may prove quite useful.

I stretched the material of Degeneria into all 16 sets, but the
last few duplicates were sterlle and pretty slender. However, better
& few leaves of a new family than nothing., Bartram has finished the
mosees and the names will be included on the 1list I am going to send
you. The duplicate svecimens will be sorted by Linder at the Farlow
Herbarium, and before he sends out sets we will agree upon the places.
Of course set 2 will go to NY, if you are willing. Linder expesots
to publish Bartram's paper in the new Farlow publication next year,
end he says that he will vDe sufte lirs. A. is properly mentioned.

Your trip aeross country socunds interesting, but I should think
the collecting wasn't very exciting after your Padific work. There
are very few new genera to be plcked up in Kansas. It sounds as
Though your health were poor enough to dlscourage the draft board.
I'm sure they don't want rookies who have to have a villow under
their feet. So far they are not closely on my trall, but eventually
I may wish that I enjoyed poor health myself.

Sincerely,

0CS it
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[THIS BIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS |

Mr. Otto D..mr,

2995 Botanical Garden Square,
New York Oity
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Givilian Public Bervice Camp No. 23, Ooshocton, Chio. 0ct.29,'42
Dear Otto: - ¥

Your card of the 27th has been received. Many thanks. If you
will notify my wife that the plants sre ready, she will call for
them in her car. She is enxious to mset you, %0o. My transfer to
Pniladelphia was not approved by Gen. “ershey, but Dr. Pamnell is
applying again. If it doss not go through, 1'11 try some
other place nearer homs. Can't promise when I'll get at your
plants, but will do them as soon &s I can manags it. Allyour
wishes regarding them will be scrupulously followsd, —— Don't
kbow if I'll be sllowdd to come to New York over the holidays or
not. Fifty men have spplied for furloughs at that time, includ=-
% ing myself, and only 24 are allowed to be absent from camp at
jany one tims. I fear I may be one of thoss not allowed to go.
' Fe ghall ses. Best wishes to youl As ever,
% your sincere friend,

!

[ 7o :
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DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY Wo o s Cot. 21,1943

Dear Otto D,
I saw Dr. Alexander a few days ago and he tells me that you are
at the W.Y.Bot, Garden. And last Friday what did I do but send you a
long letter addressed to Hawaii. "ell, perhaps you may receive it next
spring. I should have realized by tre annotation on "Sargentia and the
reprint, that you must be in America.

Most hearty congratulations on your new "fapily". You perplexed
Dr. Alexander no end. He stonped me on Campus to ask: "Is Degener married"?
"What is this about his family"? So ,fo course, I explained tc him the
gBood news and he was properly impressed. Then I sat down and wrote a
short note to the Alumni Bulletin about it so that our graduates may
also bask in your reflected glory.

The Colleme is, of course, between the devil and the deep sea. The
boys find it difficult to be both students and soldiers at ihe same time.
As one fine fellow said to me yesterday: !"One can't do a good job in
either field and I think it should be all out for cne or the otiher',
Lowering the draft age to 18 is likely also to play havoc with us. This
season for the first time in our history-we have more wowen than men, and
it looks as though ve might soon have only women.

¥y angiosperm taxonomy course is down to three and I hear that Feraald
at Harvard has oaly five. We have a new man in plant pethology from
Cornell and he has ten enrolled in that subject. OF course it is to be
expected. Non-economic subjects will have to sit on the back seat
for a long time to come.

One of our wowen graduates, Bernice Schubert, now working at the
Gray Herbarium,called yeasterday,eslled-yesiezday She had just ocome from |
Waskington and tells me that the National Herbarium is being moved and
that everything is in confusion. Th-re are bus two g raduate students in
botany at the Gray Herbarium - both French Cahadians., She has been
doing Desmodium for some South American flora or other and wants to go there!
peranently.

Do you think that Bhis is really "Der Untergang des Abendlandes™? It
Seems mo-e and more to be headed that way. I can gee only a long,long
8truggle ahead with a gradual wearing out of economic and military strength|
It is Greece and Rome all over again: materialism,selfishness and cor- |
ruption everywhere, with an atterpt to build a stable civilization on
rotten foundations., Well my job is to Try to kéep a feeble flicker of |
higher education going, so that some possibly far-distant Renaissance
fay once more be able to light its fires., The monasteries did it before; ;
posaibly a few colleges may be Ffound worthy this time.

i

Sincerely yours

& Sevref—
Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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DEPARTMENT OF ENTOMOLOGY AND ZOOLOGY

October 21, 1942

Dr. Otto Degener
2995 Webster Avenue, Bronx
New York City

My dear Otto:

Very many thanks for your letter of September
15th, which came to hand shortly after you reached New
York City and had become located there.

I was much interested in your latter and very
especially to know about your "Degener Family." This
had me puzzled, as undoubtedly you realized it would,
until I had the opportunity to talk to Dr. Torrey, who
explained to me your discovery of the family Degeneriaceze
in Fiji. My sincere congratulations on the signal honor
of having an entire family of plants named after you.
You have now reached the exalted position attained by
Cesalpino, Gesner, L'Obel, znd others who have such fam-
ilies of plants dedicated to them. Certainly,from your
vastly important work on the Hawaiian flora aﬂd your ex-
plorations in others of the Pacific Islands, no one is
more deserving of such a high honor than you, endyagain,
my very sincere congratulations.

We are trying to get caught up on the accumu-
lation of summer correspondence and, in my own czse, the
mounting of specimens accumulated during the summer. 1In
this conjunction I have gone over the various lots that
you sent from time to time, and although many of these
were badly crushed in the mail and scarcely determinable,
nevertheless I have found some very interesting records
of distribution, especially of species that you found in
Colorado, These will be reported upon from time to time
as I continue my survey of the Rocky Mountain and Pacific
Coast crane-flies. Unfortunately for us all, I do not
think that such a2 study can progress very rapidly until
the conclusion of the present conflict which, as we all
know, may be prolonged for an indefinite period; but I

e




can assure you that the specimens in question will be very
valuable indesd for the purposes of such a study in the l
future. As far as I can make out, there are no new species

ineluded in such materials, but, as indicated, some very .
interesting records. : i
|

|

We hope that you will be able to come to Amherst
some time during the coming year and renew acquaintance
with Torrey, Crampton, and all others of your friends here |

on the campus.
With 2ll very best wishes,

As ever yours, It

ﬂé’ézy—' :
CA e pomrnion
CPA/D
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Dr«Otto Degener,
New York City.
Dear Fellow Botanist;=-
Your two bulleting were duly received and
I have studied them carefully.l greatly aporeciate “=
thege bulletins as a worthy addition to my botanical
library and please accept my many thanks for them.
We are having lovely fall weather here with no
| frosts thus far.We drove to the nearby mts.last Sunday
and I did some late collections,finding Aconitum uncing—
tum in full bloom and Epifagus virginiana also still
fit to be collected. If you do not have these T will
be gddd to send them to you. )
I wonder if it will be possible for you to make the
tripito Florida with us next spring-say about-Apr.15th.
That is providing we can get the gas,ste.by that time.
You could meet us here and we would drive through
the country and ofcourse collect all the way down and
back.That would be a glorious tiks for us I know and
I am sure it would alsc be interesting to you.
Let us hope that somehow someway this will become

a possibility. Agsin thanking you |
1 am yours very truly |

P ..U . Schall er t-n]{.D-

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY ___f-”,/‘,’ﬂ,‘.;/

Dear Otto:

Your last card to me was wriiten on Christmas Day,1841 snd thereon
you told me of your experience (or rather lack of it) in the Pearl
Harbor aifair, and also that Smith and Bailey mizght have to set up a
new magnolioid family. Well, the latter is now a fait aceompli end I
am in receipt of a reprint,with your annotation, telling me about the
Degeneriaceae. Congratulations multiplied. It doesn't happen once in
a blue-moon and will stand as your monument so long as taXonomy stands,
I also received the "Bar-entia" with all the new "Degeneri' species.BSo
1 promptly sat down and wrote a short amccount for the Aluwni Bulletin;
thus your rise to fame will soon be properly spredd among our graduates,

Of course the major theme of all our American life is now the war. Cne
never knows when one's prumising studeénts may be snatdhed away,or how
the proposed lowering of the drafif ave to 18 may affect the college.l
try to keep up a corresnondence with a considerable numblqﬁf our boys
because I know that many of them are homesick and lonely. The mores
of an army camp is a considerable dwock to some of these youngsters
woo have been brought up by decent parents and have lived in a college
atmosphere. Military and Physical Educ. are now "majors" in college,
and the non-vocational courses have notably deeclined, Mathematics, Chem-
istry,Physics are to the fore, bacteriology, applied entomology and
plant pathology are doing well, but taXonomy and anatomy have declined,
go that I have only three inis season in the angiosperm course, where we
formerly had twenty. Of course it 1s to be expected; the philosophical
and cultural work must take its place with classics and literature
on the back seat "for the duration", Zoology holds up betiuer than botany
because of its premédical importance. S5till I hope we can have a few
studenta to keep the torch of nigher education alight during this dark
period,

All the plantis you have sent us are mounted aznd poisoned, but long ago
¥e ran out of cabinet space so they are tied up in packages and stored
in the attic "waiting for the dawn®,

The faculty continmes to agze, though the student body is continually
young. lgne of us whom you kneWw is a spring chicken any longzer. Waugh
and Sears are both retired and tottering toward the end; Dr. Gordon has
left nis zodlogy to younger men and y,retiring to the basement of Fernald
has only a small elass in geology. Dr. COrampton is badly used up. Last
year he had an operation for prostatitis, and, during the Christmas
holiday, must have another for zallstones. 43 he said to me lately:It is
one damn thing after another" with him. "CGrampy" and I have never seen
eye 1o eye philosophically, but he has my resnect for his sincere de-
votion to his work through all these years., "Dinty" Moore is gray-haired;
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his wife is dead and his boy,Francis,is married, Chamberlain (Chemistry)
retired some years ago and lives in Baltimore, But Dr.Gaze is s#ill
going strong and talks faster than ever. A few months ago ¥rs. Hjcks

gave a party for Mrs. Davenport and invited in all the old Davenport
gang, I begged off but heard about it. PaulThissell and Marzery(Silcox)
were there,Dr. Gage,Miss Pinnick.Mrs. Fearing, the Feltons,the Petits, I
guess you recalll most of them. I hear that Bill Davenport has been
having wental trouble again; do you recall that he had to leave Dartmouth
years ago on that account, and that he married a young widow. He now
lives in South Amherst and has several children. It 1s hereditary,I fear.

Prof. Ashley called recently; he left here years ago to go into com—
mwereial work handling objetsd'art. I guess the depre:sion and war hig
him hard, but recently he has bLeen sesiing to middle westerm ruseums
and his finances have improved. He seems much the same fellow though gquite
eynical about the present outlook.

It is a sad outlook which conironts us and may be the beginning of what
we have thought of zs Western Civilization. America has been boggzed down
in materialism end pipe- dreams about & coming econumic Utopia. In fact
it scems to me that the "four freedoms” are part of the same dream. It
is all materialism and sensuality. The river of science, too, seems to
be trickling off into the sands., Isolated grouos of scientists piddleajewt
amasaing mountains of de.ails about less and less, bui permanent gains
geen Wery small. For example, the Oct. number of the "SBotanical Rev-
lew! is just in with an article by W.B.Turrill of Kew, entitled:"Taxonomy
and Phylogeny". Naturally I re d it eagerly but after 50 pages of blather
I didn't learn a thing: - just half-baked speculations and opinions from
Tom,Dick and Harry. I suppose these modern bright children would Teply
that my gen-ration was too dogmatiec and sure of itself. But if they would
show us anything positive instead of this continual attempt to tear down,
ve might have more faith in them., Not one of them has the grasp of a
Darwin,a Bower,or Scott; they only gather around the big lions of the
past and snap at him. Their extrene mechanism leads them to prefer long-
winded silly hypotheses to a simpler view that there is intelligence
behind nature. Oh it is all "wanity and wexation" and they can go soak
toeir neads in a bucket. Look, too, at the state of contsmporzry paint-
ing,music, politics, or what you will. All human interests that rest upon
originality and creative genius are comiag into the world stillborn.

But & few of us still stick to our guns and don't hesitate to open up
when the silly world gives us the chance,"Practically EVerythin$ that
modern Americans believe,is false, and will have to be changed." COne
can only hope that we may emerge from the present baptisu of rire with
2 saner and cleaner phil sophy. It is po isibly an opportunity sent us
by the zods to show us the Way Lack to the ancient ideals of integrity
and a wholesome national liie.

"e 3%t111 run our Friday Evesing meetings in Clark Hall, The boys this
season asked that we might study the New Testament. I dun't krow too
much about it and it has meant considerable study,

I caunot picture you as &ngaged in violent = rfare,and nope that you

have been 1efE in comparaztive peace to go on with your work. By the way
we had a boy from Hawaii here a year ago - name of Englemann - who knew
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ARNOLD ARBORETUM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY

JAMAICA PLAIN
MASS.
Oct. 13, 1942

Dear Depener,

I am starting to sort your collection into
sete today and it seems to go pretty quickly.
Probably it will take about 3 weeks. I note from
your card that O'Nelll doesn't want a set - which
I had already assumed because of previous cor-
respondence with him about other tropical material.
Personally I don't feel like wasting even
a scrap of Degeneria on the revd. gentleman;
sometime we may diseuss him verbally, but my
; opinion should not pass through the malla. I

have sent him a set of your sedges, and in

return received determinations of a few Cyperus.
| I got tired of waiting and determined the others
myself, as they offered no trouble. In the future
| I don't intend to disturb his seclusion even
| with sedges Tor determination,

1 Sorry I neglected to mention Mrs. A. in
the new family description. I'll kXeeo in mind %o
rectify this when we have occasion to discuss
the famlly agaln. Balley and I plan a future
revislon of all the families of that relatlionship,
but probably this won't be for some years, as
| first we want to dlscuss them one by one. A%
| present we are engaged on the Winteraceae - Drimys
and its relatives.

Fosberg was here Baturday and we had a 1little
[ time together. Sounds like an interesting trip
: to Colombia he 1s planning.

Best repards,

A Chui
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Hr. (tto Legenar;
Botanicel Gerdsn Arse,
2905 Botanigel Gardsn Square,
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many tneve: ere, by statsal §ill yon want wa to ¥
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displica tes; beas and Taly on my diatribhting tha o
yod ‘in/accordanca 40 SOy dirsstions yay mny gnm
vary siliing ta do this fer you, iT yo =Pe nk
a8 you ses, the speed with which T oén do: L% will
a far or nots e 1L =TS
i me;talaoes yem wantion s hsving visited - in Oali
! fteh, fyoming, the Lajkotss = I also visitad; in wors
|~ deye, und U revembai fiy LArills at esetlis
sitnl Ib 188 grand oo that we ara’ 1L
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Alssks; too, of coursel I, too,
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o wld ses tne countrgside. Iy trip to the Hlack Hi
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£
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-" wife. Tou know, I auapgse; that I wes marrisd on Septd_ ar
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(R 22 cm b aitioe Eppie Pt M Bendi e i sl e 4
 Ancinding seVersl I Had riever collscted befora in my 1ifa.
wife teaches biolagy , zuology, emd first aid st Svsnder Gn:llqk High
Bcheol; te Sec. oFf the Hunter wl}egs Alumae Associateion, end
divector of s symmer camp in the “srishires for undsrprivilsgad
—eity children. -
Take care of ;,‘awraalf ard write me when yon' gst the sima,
As aver, :
yonr sincers friend;
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THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

iy U.8.A.
JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS., U.5.A Seot. 24, 1942

Dear Degener,

I was glad to get your letter of Sept. 21. I hope you are now
well settled in New York and find it pleasant there. I don't recall
exactly where you are living, but is it the blg apartment right
across the tracks from the Garden? That should be very convenient.

I have made a few brief notes for the distribution of your
svecimens, as enclosed, but of course this can be revised any way
you suggest. Do you think that sets 2, 7, 8, and 9 (totalling
probably about 4000 sveclmens) is sufficient recompense to the N.Y.
B.G. for the amount they-financed your trip? I don't krow what this
was, but the specimens are certainly worth 15 cents each for the
first set and between 5 - 10 cents for the duplicates.” As to the
remaining sets, we are willing to try to sell these for you (but
no herbaria have money for specimens right now), or give them away
in your name - as a gift grom you, not E=mxxkkx from the Arboretum,
or send them in exchange from the Arboretum. As a matter of fact,
this "exchange" business 1s Just another way of sending gifts, because
every institution is in debt to us. Of course, it is a good way to
build up good will, and this 1s what we have in mind - also putting
the sets where they will be most consulted.

Unless you have some good reasons, such as obligations, to send
material elsewhere, I think the order listed is pretty good, as it
will put the biggest sets where they will be most often consulted.
If you really want to send a set to the Dept. Agriculture, we had
better not send one to Bmitheonian (Nat. Herb.), for it seems silly
to have two sets in Washington. Personally, I think 1t should go
%o Smlthsonlan, which is after all the National Herbarium, unless
You definltely want 1t %to go to the D. A. We have sent thousands of
sheets lately to the latter place, as they want to build up a general
herbarium for comparison of recently collected material. But théfe
interest in such a remote spot as Fi)i (except for Fosberg) is
disgtinctly limited.

In regard to the distribution, let me know: (1) Are you satisfied
that we are provosing to send enough to N.Y.? (2) Ie the oroposed order
0.k.? (3) To which institutions shall we offer the material as your
versonal gift? (4) Bhall we try to sell some? In the latter case, we
would have to offer sets to the first bldder, and consequently the
order would be entirely different, unless we hold some out for
definite purposes. I expeet to start soriing 1n a counle of weeks.

I turned over all the cryptogams to the Farlow herbarium, with
the understanding that they will be made up into sets and dlstributed
&8 we suggest. The mosses are already named by Bartram, and a set

géll be sent to N, ¥. (set 2) and whatever other institutions we decide
von.

Probably you have the reprints now. I hope they reached you
0.k, Yes, I think you may be the only living botanist to have a
family named for him, At least I can't recall any other. You
certalnly plcked up a remarkable plant, and only a very brave man will
try to reduce it, unless some dimwit decides that all the Ranales,
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We sent a copy of Sargentia to lirs.

A. but it may have missed

her. If so, maybe you will send one, or let me know, as we certainly
want her to see it (and to note the dedication). The second number
ie now in page proof - a treatment of the Chinese Arallaceae by one

of our students.

There are probably other things to be discussed, and I hooe you

will still find time to come up, perhaps
outlined you will find a few days. Tell
If not, we will hold set 3 and shift the
sent it to Honolulu, as handling doemn't
you will have the bother of adding names

after you get your work

me if your set arrived o.k.
others down. Too bad I
helt the material, and now
to the labels.

Best regards, Sincerely,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Proposed distribution of Degener Fijlan collection

|
Bet
1. Arnold Arboretum

2., N. ¥. Bot. Gard. (this 1s the set already sent to Degener; labeled
but not named. Liet of names will be sent for additlon to labels).

3. Kew [good idea to hold best avallable set for them, although we
probably will receive no exchange for it. Certainly has the !
best collection from the region and is the most consulted
herbarium for Fijian plantaﬁ.
4, Blshop [doubtless next most extensive collection from Fiji, and
your plante would be most useful here; they have been sending
us duplicates lately. Suggest holding set, at least until after
war, and using as a club].
5. California [already has best Fijian material in U. 8. and should
be kept up in this field. They are likely to have good exchanges
in future and are cooperativeﬁ.
6. U. 8. Nat. Herb. [I think only one set should go to Washington;
no use of duplication in U. 8. N. H., and U. 8. D. A. Nobody in
latter inst. except Fosberg 1s interested, and he would have to
consult Nat. Herb. continually when working on Fiji].
?, 8, 9. BSets for New York, to dispose of as they wish.
10. 8t. Louils.
11. Field.
12. Berlin.
13. Paris. |
14. Geneva.
15. Michigan.

|
|
16. Stockholm. l
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BoTaNIc MUSEUM AND HERBARIUM, |

BoTaNIC GARDENS

BRISBANE. 28nd September, 1942, ‘

Dear lir, Degener,

I am writing to you at New York ss in your .
last letter to me you said that you had booked reservations 3|
‘on the Clipper from Hawaii so I presume by this timeyou have |
settled down at the Botanic Gardens. You mention Mrs. Clemens
in your letter, The old lady ceme safely out of New Guinea j
about nine months ago. I had a ring from the Tourist Buresu

A last New Year's Eve to say there was a lady from New Guinea
and that the only person she knew anything of in Australis was
myself. T took her home for a few days and she now has
accommodation at the Salvation Army Home at Brisbasne. She has
enough money and I think should get into better guarters, but ;
as you know she has a very religious turn and I think rather
likes the atmosphere though the place she is staying at is
really a temporary home for destitutes. A couple of days after
her arrival I took her up to the Americen Consul but he wonld
not recognise her Americen Citizenship as her husband, though
a U.8. Army Chaplain, had been born in England. Fe had gone to
the Btates as a baby and slways regarded himself as an
American. However, as the law stood she was regarded as an
English woman. I wrote over to Merrill and he got in touch
through friends of his with the Department of State, with the
consequence that her citizenship has now been clearsd up. The
Consul here, who is a very fine man, ssid he would arrange for
her to have a passage back on one of the American transports,
travelling T understand under the same conditions as she used
to travel under when her husband was slive. She told him she |
thought she would remain ti11l the end of the war; goodness |
knows how long that will be. “

I have given her a room at the back of the L
Herbarium building to continue her botanical work, She did 1
quite a lot for a time but latterly seems to spend mmch of hepr
time in religious studies and contents herself with collecting

a few rusts, She seems perfectly happy and has plenty of money
for her meagre needs,

I think you are wise to have turned over your
collections to the New York Botanical Gapdens. Are any '
duplicates being kept 4in Hawaii?
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You seem to feel very strongly on the eolour
guestion and I think a lot of Americans, and Australians too
for that matter, feel with you. I was interested in the
photograph of lira. Roosevelt going up the 1ift end discussing
things with negroes and negresses. Judging by the attitude
of Americans here in Australia, however, I certainly should
not say they treated coloured people as eguals.

You say that Mr. Meebold was well and living in -
the Young Hotel. Where is the Young Hotel, in America or
Hawaii? The old chap certeinly had a very charming ddsposition
and I have very pleasant recollections of him. I took him
out botanising in several places in south east Queensland |
and named a number of specimens for him. On his return to 3
Munich he sent me a very fine rucksack. This was about ten L
years ago or little more. It has been in constant use ever
since and still has plenty of life left in it. Would he be
interned if living in America or an American country? I take
it he would not have hecome naturalised.

With kind regards, !

Yours truly,

_»~1§? 7TZEE?ZﬁZe

C. T. WHITE.

Mr. Otto Degener, *
New York Botanical Garden,
Bronx Park,
NEW YORK. N.Y.
U.8.A.
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OFFICE: 167-8 O'HANLON BUILDING
PHONE 8344 WINSTON-SALEM, N. C.
sa_‘t.al’1942-
Dr.0tto Degener,=-
Few York,l.Y.

Dear Ifriend Degener,=Your very welcome letter was duly
received and I am glad to note thet you have finally =
arrived in N.Y.to carry on your cherished work in Sotany.
You are to be congratulated for the very fine and import-
ant work that you %iave done in this great field,and I
am glad that you are getting the well-deserved recog-
nition £B# you have spent many years in this service.

I am sending to your sresent addiress a pacikage con-
taining 868 seecimens,coming mostly from N.C.,to Fla.
Thug far I have sent to you 1249 specimens and you have
sent me 705,leaving 544 still coming to me.However yom
can send me any duplicates that you may have available
from time to time,as for instance those that you sugzed
ed.I have none from the Fiji at all and these would be
very interesting to me.likewise any exptics are always
scceptable. It geems that no matter how bmusy I am at my
srofession I always find time to do something about my
herbarium and m'q;.luntl.'l'hen too often peosle come to me
with =11 kinds of growths and expeet me to identify them,
waich I wsually succedd in doing by sending the geecimeny
to some epecialist if I can't identify itjthus I learn
too.Tou mention thw slants that you collected going from |
the West comst to N.Y.jno doubt you cam yet these ident-
ified there in N.Y..for surely they must have duplicates
of about every such slant collected.

This is one trip that I surely will make via auto

when once .this war has beed womj taking the southern

trip in March,and coming back by the horthsrn route.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




= W e OFFICE MOVED. TO

P, O. SCHALLERT REBIDENCE | D20 8 MAIN 6T,

FHYSICIAN AND SURGEON
OFFICE: 107-4 O'HANLON BUILDING

I have about a mwimfﬁ"'gf&iuﬂuatn of fra
300 to 400 ssecime ch 1 would like to exchange with
others,so that if y know of any institution or per-

son who is interested please let me Imow and I will send
them one of these packages. "

I do not know just when I will come to N.Y.as I am
trying to get into gome of the various medical defense
foroes.Thus (ar 1 have always been turned down on account
of my m.nlthoufh I gurely do not lock nor feel any !
older than when was 45 years of age.So I must try and |
try again.We have no defense industry here of any kind
and this is forcing workers away from this place every I|
week to find good jobs elsewhere.This gives us too mang
1.D.'s here although 10 doctors have left for the armed
forcesjand several more will moon follow.

Just this morning I received a letter from my bro
jn California and he is trying to get me located out
there in some of the defense industrial centers.This 1
am teying to do.If such a thing materializes ,then 1 woull
come to N.Y.to do some post graduate works

However I fear that if I leaye here that I will have
to sell my large lerbariuwm as 1t is getting even toolarge
to house sroperly in this very large house of ours.

My 50,000 specimens are all mounted on sheets mostly

12 by 18 inches,excest that the lower orders are in .

enveloses,eto. "
I hose that you will receive the seecimens } am .
sending you by exs.sre said and that they will prove

to yous. Yours very trply
interesting ¥ B 0. Sohallerts
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THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS., U.S.A.

Aug. 31, 1942

Dear Degener,

Dr. Merrill showed me your letter of Aug. 25 from Bt. Louils,
from which we gather that you will soon be in New York. -¥You have
been having quite a jaunt through the 8tates, and I hope it has been
a pleasant visit, I am looking forward to seelng you up here some-
time after you get settled at N. Y. We have packed up 100 copies of
Sargentia and also 100 reprints of the new family, and thle package
is resdy to send when you want it. I shall walt to hear that you
want me to send it to N. Y. If you are going to send these copiles
to people who might already have received a copy, wither by subseriotion
or as a reprint from me, verhaps we had better get together on this
and avoid duplication. Probably, however, you will send your copies
to peovle who are not my correspondents. In Fi)i, I sent coples of
Sargentia only to Parham, Reay, and Greenwood. Also sent to Parham
the mounted specimens indicated by you (about 30 sheets which you
had requested us to mount and send).

I have been awaiting your arrival in the east to get to work on
the sorting of your stuff into sets, as there are several points to be
cleared up. Now I have the time to do this and want toc start in a
few weeks. Bo far all your duplicate material is arranged in
numerical order, and i1t won't be much work to throw it into sets,
except that all the newspaver will have to be replaced (you remember
that you weren't using exactly Grade AA paver toward the end?). The
duplicate labels are all written. In sorting such collections I always
make a record of what each set contains and will do so in this case.
We will have to declde which sets are golng to be offerred for sale,
which we can use for exchange, and which NY 1s to use for exchange.
What about the set I sent to you in Honolulu? The original idea was
for you to turn this over to Bishop (eventually), but perhaps you
have now decided to deposit it at NY. Another thing I would like to
know is: are you indebted to the Buresau of Plant Industry for a set?

I know that they won't be able to buy a set, but if you want to dend
them one in exchange (or as a gift) I should like to know, in order
to hold out of that set the numerous numbers which I have already
sent Fosberg (for identification).

Please get in touch with me when you reach NY. I am keeping your
plants out of the herbarium for the time belng, so you can loock through
them when you come up here.

Sincerely,

-

ol -o%séﬁ‘(—’
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Coprdberidt
DEPARTMENT OF ENTOMOLOGY AND ZOOLOGY

July 30, 1942

Dr. Otto Degener
New York Botanical Gardens
Bronx Park, New York City

My dear Otto:

I have just returned fram an extended vacation
spent in the western United States, and upon my return
found the various packages of crane-flies that you had
sent from the Sequoia Natiocnal Park and other places in
the West. I have not had the chance to examine all
this meterial as yet but can zssure you that it will be
of great values. I believe that I had mentioned in
earlier lstters that beginning in 1934 we had begun an
intensive survey of the insects in general, and the
crane-flies in particular, of the entire Hocky Mountain
system. My present trip investigated the mountains
of the various states closest to the Mexican Border.
Unfortunately the present disturbed conditions of the
country would seem to make it impossible to cmtinue
this survey for some years to come,

I surely hope that you will be able to visit
Acherst sometime while you are in the Bast, and all of
us will be more than delighted to renew our acquaintance
of the past.

I have not been able to do much on the
extended paper conceming the Fiji crane-flies but hope
that during the coming winter I shall be able to continue
this.

With all best wishes and regards,

As ever yours,

= e:;.-.;.-LME @%yam{l

v
1] n(ﬁ
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Txarony BEDamcn 13300
THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
BRONX PARK (FORDHAM BRANCH P. O]

New Yo, N Y.
Oy P o vl m

WILLIAM /. ROBBING

Otvilion Public Service Osmp N,. 23,
Frasno, Onlo
Juna 18, 1942
Dear Otto)

Thenk yeo 80 mich for sour osrd of Juns 8th, wildh wes forvarded 1o ne by =y flan~
Nt .

L am 0o wry, wry ealleawed Lo learn that you are safe and beok in the U,B.4.
agakn, and apmramtly wall and happy. | have been o worried about yeu. I8 1s gool o
inow that you succesdsd LIn getting sn mosistant dnok with you, tWwo.

The draft took me frow sy work on Varch 19Wh end sent = % this ganp for
Sonsslentioue Oblsators, whers I hawe Less swr since and probably will ressin for
the duration. you get Lo the Oerdap you will rind qults some Lll-feeiing tomward
m Becausn of =y stend on this siy other malters. [ hawe been ;iven "lesve of sbssice
byt notics st my nam har been decpped fro= the staff. Une of my “collsagws®
oo the Oerden stal f polntedly Lnsulted ma wnen | said good-tye) mnother has written
e n wary cawtic letter and dnti-mted thel ha sants nethleg Turther Lo do wils me and
rofusen 10 examine or ldentify ary o ecimens that [ send his of his group for Letarmine~
tion. Thres other Btaff awshers refuse avem o acknuwledge oy Letters or anawer ma,
‘One, i hesr ind trocily, ie spreading sil mnrer of vile liss sbout me, iroMing that
I regularly stesl informmtion foos other steff mebers and publish it as my own
Ore of the staff me=bers ol the “srden has sald et all C.0.e{inelading =o, [ supposs)
pagit o be taken ouwt mnd ahiol, as Lralicrs.

£ 8% 88 yau can meo, not st all sure Wat I #ll or =il want 40 comm bask T8
the Gerden after e war. [ say then bo oul locking for & nes job, wio owal

s have 172 men hare — all fipe, upite ding, late Lligmt;, desply slacers mad
religiows, and loyally Asvrican. There are sbout s dosen naturslists, including %
botaniots, & nursoryman, and & furester. %o hawe 4 M. Des and seorss of scliege
greduston. Te work mostly st s 0.5, Dept. Agr. soll corservation station, xhere I =
in charge of the berberios (hive bullt Lt up from 224 sheets to 568 alresdy) end the
ecologle plarmt=comia, We clso 4o 8 plls of  fiysiesl work, trae-planting, runming s
stone quarry, otd. D will srits you mofe after { know you are back st the Jerdem
Red you glve =m & hom sddrene. 1'4 rather weite you S0 your hose sddress than %o e
dnrdon.

Flemse write me, for it iz tarrible belng mwsy fros all =y frieds snd loved ones
end fros my b=lowd work.

As awer,
your aluseare friend,

Hed
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ARNOLD ARBORETUM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY

JAMAICA PLAIN
MASS,

Jyne 16,1942
Dear Degener:

I have Just received a very nice
letter form Dr.Buck on the botanical exchanges in
which he accepts my proposition in toto. Bryan is
away,active service with the army;they are short
handed of course,but Miss Neal has been directed to
spend a part of each day segregatihg duplicates for
us. So it has worked out very well indeed and
I hope that I can report further progress in the
not distant future in the form of actual receipts

of specimens !
Hastily W
E.D.Merrill

5
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

_ OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
ARNOLD ARBORETUM, JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS., U.S.4.

Farlow Herbarium nnd Library, Cambridge, Moss.

Ammold Arboretum, Jamaiea Plain, Mass,
Atkins Institution of the Arnold Arboretum, Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass,
Soledad, Cienfuegos, Cuba Harvard Forest, Petorsham, Moss,
Botanical Garden, Cambridge, Mass. The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for
Botanical Research

Botanical Museum, Cambridge, Mazs.
Bussey Institotion, Jemaioa Plain, Mass,
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> HARVARD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
ARNOLD ARBORETUM, JAMAICA FLATN, SIASS., U.EA

‘Arnold Arboretum, Jamaics Plain, Mass, Farlow Herbariom and Library, Cambridge, Mass.
Atkins Institution of the Arnold Arboretum, Gray Hegbarium, Cambiridge, Mazs,
 Soledad, Cienfusgos, Cuba Haryard Forest, Peteraham, Mors.
Botanical Garden, Cambridge, Moss The Marin Moors Cabot Foundation for
ical Museum, Cambridge, Mass. Botanical Research #

Bussey Institution, Jamaics Plain, Mass.

Dear Degensr:
On my return from Philadelphia end Weshington I Tind
our letter of April 3,with snclosure. I heve sent the cheeck for
4 100.00 to the treasurer's office regusstlug that this be.added
to our special publication fund send that an official raceipt be
sent to you in gare of the New York Botanical Capden} when you connsed
With this receipt keep it as 1t will enable you to deduet the & 100,00
gn your Federal Inceome Tax returns 1 Ny personel thanks. Have |
told Smith to raise the sdition of the Piji paper by 100 and that 100
sosies ars to be placed at your disppsal in spite of the T aet
thet you will be "in eompstetiog with the A4 on sales, However,
they are yours to do &s you please with Ghem. The papsr in din
prees and we Have had the first Lwo galleys to eheck &s to Torm glc.
It should be oub by the end of Tuns I surpose. Might be a good idea tp
sort of penpsr Fiji with ¢ opies from your stock,i.e.,if the Faps
or Nips dofnt beat us to It 4 s
Your meteriel forms the basis of No.l of SARGENTIA wiieh
replaces our old series "Contributions from the Arnold Arboretum".In
8 Wesk or so I em goinz to send out a series of letters to likely
prospeets to see if I cennot build up =2 modest fund to be exosnded
for futura issues of Sargentia. T heve more than enough to cover the
cost of the rirst number already and in spite of the unfavorable times
Wall certainly recelve some contributions from AR supporters. I think
we now have enough material in sight for four or fiye additional
numbers in the form of pepers boo large for Journal items, including
my sersed on Hainan ( partly joint with Metcelr),Li's thesis
(Aralizceas of China) Chen's thesis ( Sable,if she ever Tinishes it),
lerrill-Chen Ormosia of eastern Asim;Howard's thesis on the
Tcacinacese, ete. Now if you do feel ths urge io coniributs more,
all well and good,buttnlease keev in mind thet the"market® for
gets of duplicate plants is thoroughly shot both at homs and abroad,
and that there will be no improvement "for the duration" whether the
war be¥ long or short. Smith will do tlis very best he can with the
suplicate sets,but we cannot be too optomistic on gales of sets
Just now ! So I am a "shylock" instead of belng God's (botanieal)
rgpresantanife on eerth § I'11 admit that the return's on an expendit-ure
of three cents was high, but this inerement will be used in the good
cause and not to support any wild parties. Smith,who hasn't too
?trongly rlevel_o‘,'ui:d sense of humor comments "Censidering the § 100.00
0? 333 ?Sﬁif? fiunis_ﬁﬁﬁi to purchase re: ,I think his acecusation
> unjustified He hom. ITow er this ‘exposition if you really

do wish to take a chanc A A A =
teke a chance on sendong more,please fesl free

o do 5o,
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A1l institutions snd orgenizations interested in technical publication
are thorouzhly up ageinst it under existing conditions,and the AL 18 no
exception,although I aid haye enouBh free funds to start off Sargentia
with a large paper based on your collectlons and hope to publish several
more in the near future. Ly technique in writing begging latters is to
meke en initial contribution from my own salary --really a bona fide ons

‘and ot a gesture-- with the hope &f Ilmpressing indoviduals with much

larger incomes that I haye that I am really convinced thet the project
is worthy of support ! I did this 6n the Chen Fellowship and on the
special fund I raised to take care of Verdoorn of Chronica Botandce .
ame. 4 .
3 Smith says last lot from Fiji 20 numbers,perhaps 150 specimens
same from Aloisid Tabuslewa; so far we have received nothing from

Timoeci Bebe, He is inelined to thi&k that you pay toc much for this
service,but with the monsy in Miss “eay's hands she will probably see
thet you get value received. She knows what should be done and probably
imows the promising loecalities in which further colleeting should be
done.

I can "unload"™ funds for collscting through the A4 if it be

provided for this pirpese and if conditions continue favorable.- All
gifts for immediate exprnditure are extra-budgetary with us and balances
cayry over rfrom year to year until a fund is exhausted. |

~ T wrote to Dr.Buck some time ago regarding our botanlical asssts

now deposited:-in the Bishap M seumjend for which we hold the receipts. |
Gave him the totals in our holdings ( i.e. total number of sheets) and |
suggested an exchange in kind from varipus parts of Folynesia,named or
unnamed,but nave had no answer as yet. [

The orizinal of this-letter goes to you in Mew York. I'm to be
in"N,¥.on 18th,and probably again late in May or early in Jine |

. CAVr e %iYT . '
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The Tatholic Fnitersity of Aurerica
Husljington, B. @. ‘
LANGLOIS HERBARILM . Marech Ef-, 1942

¥r. Otte Degener,
Waielus, Oahu,
Hawail

Deser Mr. Degener:

Msny thanke for your post cerd &nd the bundle of plants which
arrived & few days ego. I must thank you for the gift of so meny interssting
specimens. I had planned to send you & few cf my cwn specimene in sppreciaticn
end would like to know whether I should send these teo the Naw York Botanieel
Garden te bs edded to your collection. I was glad to hear that you had met some
aquaintances of mine on the Samoan Tslands. The Merists who have 30 missionarries
mAxzamexmersx on the Samosn Islends, heve their house of studies here. T often

see yourf friend -
On account of lack of space &nd war ditiens we ere discon-
tinuing &11 purchase of specimens except Cypericese. Please sand us ne more
plants except-they &re Cyperacese. — —

» Shall T send thess to the N. Y. Botanicel Garden in care of your name?

’ , ’ Sincersly yours,
# ! Nogh 9 futl)

W;ﬂ/ I

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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ARNOLD ARBORETUM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
JAMAICA PLAIN
MASS.

Yarch 14,1042

Dear Degener: '

Just before I left for Florida I told
Smith to assemble all of the data aprertaining to
Fiji and prepare it for a single lerge paper
to start off "Sargemtla" which is planned to
replace the "Contributions from the Arnocld |

j Arboretum™ and I have an idea that the MS will

be ready to send to the printer 'within a couple of
months or so. Rough estimate is somewhere between
1606 and 150 pages,with the new descerivtions,new
records,keys to species in certain eritical groups,
notes on nomenclature atec. $his I can publish
as I started a special publication fund recently
to which I have received two voluntary denations
‘ amounting to § 250.00 ,and wE1ll probably write to
a selected 1ist of individuals ( if I can get per-
mission to do so) with view to building this up to
| at _least § 1000,00 . The psychology of such appeals
In these uncertain times is that I kick in a fairly
5 1liberal donation as a salaried individual to prove
] that I have confidence in the ceuse | I still have
-ancther extra-budgetary account to draw upon in th
I form of profits from the sale of duplicate books,
for a couple of years ago I purchased,unseen &
privete library ( botanical-horticultural] for the
magnificent sum of § 225,00,and the profits on this
trensaction have been scandelous---- X don't feel
so badly about it because my offer was $ 100.00
more than that of a Boston dealer,so everybody
but the dealer is satisfied,and he doesn't know
Just what kind of a gold mine he missed. I put
a number of items on our shelves,one of which is
now bffered by dealers at more than I paid for the
entire library . A,m I a shylock ? No,because
when I listed the items I placed the individual

prices at somewhere between what a dealer would
Pay and what he would sell for,so the "profits"
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were all velvét for the AA. Eventually this wind-
fall,that I may use for any purpose,will exceed
% 1000,00 bu# I am earmarking it for special publie
ation purposes,with four of five pepers in various
stages of completion to go into the new series.
Smith and Bailey are working on one very
anomalous specimen representing & species that
Smith collected in fruit,and which you got in flower
and it looks now as if thls would come out as an
entirely new family ,in the Magnoliacese complex. As
you know new families are scarcer than hens teeth
except by "splitting" previously defined groups; but
this isn't a"split" because nothing like it has been
included in any previous work. |
I wrote to lMrs.Archbold,sending her a partial
1list of the novelties and explaining briefly what I
proposed to do re.publication,and this pleased her
yery much. As you know you made a very good impres-
sion on her anyway,and this special publication to
come out,with various new specles dedicated to her,
may be abomwt the only published results of the
famous expedition I
A cotipge of packages came in from your ¢ ol-
leetor in Fiji yesterday and these have been turned
over to Smith for identification ete. I'm busy '
meking preliminary ldentificatdons of the Clemens
New Guinea material eoming to me through Bartlett
at Ann Arbor. Inecidentally C.T.White writes from
Brisbane that she was evacuated from New Cuines
and is at present in Brisbane with her duffle
stored in ¥hite's office at the Boganical Garden.
Just what the future has in store for her no lo se |
but I gbt muite a kick out of Vhite's statement
that she"considers Elmer D.Merrill to be God's
representative on earth"-~-so you see what I have to |
lige up to ! !

Very {jgay]yours c
B.D.Merril
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PLANT EXPLORATION AND INTRODUCTION

3ervice Lot No. 2874
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINGTON

BIVIgEN oF

March 2, 1942

Mr, Otto Degener
Waialua
Oahu, Hawaii

Deer Mr. Degener:

Thank you very much for the sending of Compositae, which will be
turned in to the National Arboretum herbarium. ,_I,fiq [

"
Your No. 12633 is Elephantopus mollis H.B.EK. (not "E. scaber™).
No. 12416 is Ambrosia artemisiifolia L., which I regard as identi-
cal with A. elatior and a valid name for the species.

I suspect that conditions in Hawaii have put an end to botanical
exploration. We all hope that the War will be finished soon.

Very sinecerely yours,

3. F. Blake
Senior Botanist

SFB:BWG

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




127/ v
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
. OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
ARNOLD ARBORETUM, JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS,, U.S.A.
Armold Arboretam, Jamaics Plais, Mas, Farlow Herbarium and Library, Cambridge, Mass.
Atkins Institution of the Arnold Arbaretum, Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Moss,
 Baledad, Cienfusgor, Cubs Harvard Forest, Petershom, Mass,

B | Garden, Cambridge, Mass, The Maria Moors Cabiot Foundation for
‘Botanical Museam, Cambridge, Mass. Botanical Research

Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, Mass.

Dee., 9,1941

Dear Degener:

"War in the Tacifie" to say nothing of the bombing of Honolulu
reminds me thet I hayve not answered your letter of Nav.X8 ! Looks Trom
here as though Facific botany would rest on its lawrels for a time ,Tor
with everything now pointing to & resl war,we can hardly expect that
botanical exploration and the shipment of botanical material will follow
normal lines ! Anvway,Pawaili,like Manila,must be & somewhat exciting
plece in which tb live.

o i I note what you write sbout your trials and troubles re. your
Tijian protegee,but imagine that difficulties placed in your path,in your
efTorts to get his"releass" will be inereased through the #fforts of the petty
bupeaucrats ,and apparently in Fiji they are developed to the nth degree 1
Also note your statement regarding Dr.Buck,the Bishop Museum, his egg laying,
your recaints ebtec.ete. Those should be a real club on oeccasiocn, but from
the s8d epxperiences I have had with the petty bureaucrats in the B.M. T have
an idea that e real club will be nesded to move them in the distribution of
duplicates. I never had expepisnces with a more " dog in the manger”
gttitude than that eharaecteristic of the subordinates of the Bishop
Tuseum '} Well,paciencia, even if one doesn't expect to live forever! To
assemble reference collections,to mount materialldigest"identificatlions
and to get the material distributed so that specimens may be sonsulted
takes time,and when one walts for fifteen years or more and gets little
or nothing on w hat is presumably a bona fide exchange,one has his doubts.

Emith is eotnecentrafing on the Fijl material anid I rather
think that he is finding plenty of interest as he takes up verious groups.
Ineidentally Williams recently published two new species of orchids,with
excellent illustrations,based on your Fiji material. I ‘thave asked him
to send you eoples for your edification end Information. Sat of your frrns
was sent to Copeland but he is in Chico just now and will name the material
only if and when he visits Berkelsey. I makEx may make him & modest
grant to cover living expenses vhiile he does this job.

dust now I am trying to revise the nomnenclature on & lot of
botapical” jewelry"” Jjust acouired from the Boston Museum of Natural Historg
In the form of 1200 spscimens of the nld historical Zpllinger collsction

(Tava and Japan,cirea 1540)and 400 of the Wisht collections from Indial Adso
trying to get the large lNalayan collection raeceived Traom Buifsnzorg sone
months ago straughtened out and mounted---about B500 numbers in the lot !
Other large tesk is. to get ths BBOO-number Indo-China colleetion errahgad
for studyj;end of this we have from 4 %o 15 duplicates of saech number---gome
bulk It will obably be a lonzg tine bafora we ive additional
material from th country or from China for thet matter; certainly not until
aefter the Japs are licked,and this muy teke some time as the present war

8 A o P EET JURG e
is LBVeloDIng. Vapy iyl
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THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM
"HARVARD UNIVERSITY
JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS., U.5A, o,

Nov. 25, 1941

Dear Degener,

Your letter of Nov. B reached us; thanks for trylng to find out
from Miss Reay about the Suva Pumping Station, I expect that it
18 in Rewa Province, if it is within a few miles of Buva - if farther,
1t may be in Naltasiri.

I hope you will soon get some favorable results in your attempts
to bring the Fijian boy to Honolulu. It is hard to get local collec-
tors to work by "remote control," but anything they send will be of
interest. Whatever comes in durlng the next few months I'1l juat add
to your collectlions and distribute when those are ready. At the rate
I am getting on now, the collection should be flnlehed and ready to
sort into sets by about March.

It has proved a very interesting task, and I am now worklng around
the Flacourts., E. & P. order, so you can see what progress I am
making - probably something like halfway. There were two or three
groupns which I passed up temporarily, as I shall have to work over
your material in connectlon with the older ones, and probably will
publish small revisions. Buch groups are the Urtlcacease, Melastomes,
Phaleria, Hoya, and one or two others, I am borrowing material in
order to stralghten out these messea prooerly.

Among the most interesting of your things were; a n. so. of Tri-
locularia (first coll. of Balanopeldaceae from Fiji), & couple of new
Pipers, two new Annons,, inel, a snecies of Desmos (genus new to
Fi1Ji), three new Ag¢lalag, a new Salacla, 2 new Gulos (sapind.), = new
Cayratia (vit.), and two new Jasminums. Copeland reports about 4 new
ferns. In addltion to these, you got several mors or less weedy
specles which hadn't been obtained in Fi)i before. I should like to
mention these briefly, and you can elaborate on them in your paper.
It seems a good ldea to get each plant new to the group into the
literature.

The very most interesting thing was your no. 14537, which turns
out to be a very remarkable new genus., Curiously, I collected the
same thing in fruit on Vanua Levu and it remained the only one of my
plants which I couldn't place in a family. Various wood specialists
didn't know anything like it. Now that we have flowers, frults, wood,
etc.,_I am getting Prof. I.W.Balley to work on it with me. We have
decldeéd that 1t goes near the Magnoliacese (nevsr reported from any-
where near FiJi), but the exact place is still uncertain. It may
even turn out to be a new famlly. Balley 1is verv excited about it.
We are considering the name Degeneria for this genus. Have you any
objections if we use i1t? I can assure you that the genus will stand

88 long as any, as we seldom get anything so dbéstinct. I am not entirely

sure that the name hasn't been used before, perhaps too recently to
g2t into the indexes. Please let me know soon whether we have }cur
permission to use Degeneria. Probably this will go into a speclal
Joint vublicatlon, as it will need a longz dlscussion and some
11lustration, z il -

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Well, I guess thls is a long enough progress repori for the
time being. I am naming a couple of "Archboldianas" and "Degeneris"
and a species for each of your boys, ag you suggested. By January
I'11 send you = fairly complete 1ist of determinations for your set.
I should.like to walt until the speclallsts with big groups, like
rubs. and ferns, report. L

It is getting to be winter here and I would like to be in
Honolulu. . :
y ¥bula vinaka, etc.

Q.l.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL EXPERTMENT !_‘I‘_A?IGN

CITRUS EXPERIMENT STATION
DIVISION OF ORCHARD MANAGEMENT
RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA

November 19, 1941

Professor Otto Degener
University of Hawell
Heonolulu, Hewaii

Dear Professor Degener:

I have had the opportunity and the gleaaura of
consulting from time to time your work, "The Botany of
Hawali." I am especially interested in the introduced
specles of the genus Ficus. I do not know how much work
has been done on this subject with the exceptlon of that
done by Dr. Lyons when the species was introduced for
reforestation purposes.

I am trying to straighten out the nomenclasture of
the different speclies of Ficus which ere found hers and
there in southern California,both out of doors and &s
specimen plants in pots, I also spent some tlme in
Florida lsst year studying the collection &t the Plant
Introduction Gerdens near lismi. Any key which is used
here would probably have to be largely based on vegetative
characters. Some specles, of course, develop fruilt freely
but these all drop before maturing. I visited s murseryman
near Los Angeles last week and found that he was growing

. 8 specles labeled Flcus nitida, which he elaims he had

grown from seed collected in Haweil about three years
previously. These plants are similsr to Ficus nitida in
folleze but the leaves are larger and the plants have a
graceful drooping hablt which 1s very ornamental.
Ordinarily I believe trees of Filcus nitida are upright
in hablt of growth, slthough I presume there are many
variations In habit.

There are three species which are somewnat similar
in follage and which epparently are rather difficult to
distinguish one from the other exeept possibly in habit of
growth. These three are Ficus nitida, F. eugenioides, and
F. benjemina. Are sll three of these commonly grovn in
Honolulu? If so could you suggest any method to distinguilsh
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Professor Otto Degener
November 18, 1941
Page 2

them by vegetative cheracteristics? Yhat other species
are commonly grown for ornamentel purposes in &nd sround
Honolulu? 1 spent three weeks on the islands in 1934
but was not at that time in position to make any careful
study of the species of Ficus.

I shall appreciate hearing from you and getting some
suggestions regerding methods of distinguishing the different

forms.
Very truly yours,
9_/ { '.:'d-: = ¢£ :f
Ire J. Condit
Associste Professor
Subtropical Horticulture
IJC:a
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FuRLISHED By HENRY PUBLISHING COMPANY

30 ROCHKEFELLER PLAZA - NEW YORK. M. Y.

| TELEFHONE COLUMBUS B-1904

°55 Pleasant Street,
Pasadena, California,
October 7, 1942,

Dear Otto Degener
0f Degeneriaceae fam. nov.,
Degeneria gen. nov.,
Astronidium Degeneri sp. nov.,
Cinnamomum Degeneri,
: Cleidion Degeneri,
| Cryptocarya Degeneri,
Doliecholobium oblongifolium var. Degeneri Fosberg, var, nov.,
Flacourtia Degeneri,
Freyeinetia Degeneri,
Jasminium Degeneri Kobuski sp. nov.,
Odontoehilus Degeneri,
Piper Degeneri,
Psyechotria Degeneri Fosberg sp. nov.,
Tectaria Degeneri:

Many thanks for the two brochures--DEGENERIACEAE, A NEW
FAMILY OF FLOWERING PLANTS FROM FIJI; SARGENTIA I FIJIAN PLANT
STUDIES II.

lirs, Slaten and I appreciate deeply vour thoughtfulness
in sending them and also your inseribing them as you did. We
Join in congratulating you on your well-earned honors. Surely
they must be a satisfaetien te even your own unassuming self,
We are very happy and proud. More power to you, and may your
shadow never grow less!

I see that in my squid sent to Mr, Allen I unpardonably
misspelled the name of your new family, leaving out the "i",
Must have had a blind spot--don't know any other explanatien
for the blunder., Still, the "i" wouldn't seem to be required--
it isn't in Piperaceae--but maybe there's a rule that the inserted
"i" shows that the family is named after a person, as Piperaceae,
of course, is not. I'm sending a correction to Mr, Allen, but it
may not get there in time, should he be using the editorial.

The Tirst issue--Volume I, Number 1, of SKYWAYS is out.
Hope you see a copy.

Mrs., Slaten and I join in felieitations and affectionate
greetings, All good Iuck in every way, say we, =
Faithfully yours, ¢ . /. ,, JfzZeee
,;7" Heftelteol ™~

WEBT COAST OFFICE » 5801 CEMTUARY BOULEVANE, LOS ANSELES, CALIFGoRNIA
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Dear Otto D. |
For weeks I have had you on my conscience as one to whom I owed a j

letter &n reply to the fine ones which you sent me from Fiji and from
Hawail after you returned there. Bul work presses and my heglth is not |
. what it was twenty years sgo. Doctor Crampton remarked recently that the
body mechinery was beginning to oreak. He, %oo, has not been well,
Perhaps the two of us should go out and "get well ociled"., I bet if we
rolled into Amherst in the middle of the night singfing "Sweet Adelinel
it would stir these sluggish burghers!

Presumably you are turning out new speciea su fast that ihe preases
of Hawaii get overheated publishing them, Well, if fame is any consola-
tion to the tired worker, you have 1%, because you are certainly the best-
known botanist on the Ialendsi your books have done that for you.

All the specimens you gave us in vhe pest, along with the German ex-
changes and Mr. Topping's ferns,are safely puisoned and mounted, though
unfortunately, most of the recent ones have to be wrapped up and stored
in the aitd® waiting for the day when we can get cases for them, As mat-
ters ldok now, and particulsrly with steel almost unobrainable, it is-
n't likely to be in my day, though we might use boxes and stack them in
their correct family sequence. However they are safe, barring floods
fires and bombe, and a new day mey come, Still I wondexr if 4%t will. f&r—
haps I have resd too many convinecing books like Spengler,Berdyaev =nd
Gasset which all set forth the thesis that we are facing an "Untergang
des Abendlandes", The opposing provosition, that seience and derocracy
are going upward and onward forevermore, till "albaster cities snine
undimmed by human tears", sesms tc me sheer bunk. Anyone who reads or wno
listens to radio ad resses, nust realize that our American demoecrabic
structure 1s already riddled with cracks and fissures. Capital and
labor are in o death grip; labor is split into two ugly carps; New Deal
Professors are out to Wreck private business; pressure grouns sre rail-
roading their pet projectas throughn Conzress; Fifth fColusmists are
playing havoc wiih morsle, and all the crack-pot reformers are having
an open season. Wherever one loaks-to state, church, or school; 1t is
Just one God-swful mu'dle and mess. Practically everything that Americans
believe in is wronz and will have to be ohaneed. A good degl of it ecan
be laid at the door of aguostic science with its teaching of our beast-
origin, its stimuli to soft,sensual living, and its mockery of man's
spiritual aspirations. I fear that another dark mzes will be our fate.
Ferhaps & good leader could save us - a man possessed of insight,intelli-
gelnce and the power to destroy evil;as well =s to dominszte the geientific
end sociclogical dope-dreamera: Hitler may yet prove a blessing in
disguise: men will scon ve foreed to choose whether they prefér tc serve
God or Satan,
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by the way, is now Mrs. Bridge, Takihasbl 13 no nanme to be flying in
America now, and so her boys had it ohanged to the English equiv- I
alent "Bridge", Fritz is in the army, but Leo 1a married and is doing
sooial work in New York, I hear that he is expecting an addition to his
farily, so it appears that the Fy generation is fertile. You migh: like
to send a card to Mrs. Taki and so here is her addreassi?

Mrs, Fearing keeps in touch with your old friend, lra. Taki who, ’

¥orris Ave.,
Country Club Park, !
Lutherville,Md. .
The College goes on much as of old with a great deal that ia i
futile and wrongheaded, and a little that seems to be worth while, There |
is always & small percent of students with whom one is #lad %o Work, and |
the others serve as background, Several new dormitories nave been added
gince you day snd the numver of girlfs ha s greatly increaged. The pros- |
pect of war has not affected us much. Most of the students are too young
to be called by the draft or else they Are deferred. Of course our young-
er alumni are in it snd most of the letters I get from them are nod
happy ones. They are bored and seem to have to put up With numercous low-
down skunks for compenions. The nicer the boy, the harder 1t is for him, |

M¥rs, Erna Bridge ‘

We are wondering just how long Japan intends to stay feetering on
the fence before she jumps into a war. I have no love for offieial |
Japan; her policies ar= those of a braggart and a bully, Had she played
fair I think she would have been given a chance with others in the
Esatern Hemisphere but she prefersto grab like the dirty 1litile bully
ghe is. My hope is that she geis Well beaten up.

I'm enclosing a set of Louisa Alcott stamps which were on one of your
last packages. By the way, in a can you sent us irom Eiei there was an
unlabeled plant with an inflated base full of chembers (myrwecophilous
probably) which I thouBht mighs be a Hydnophytum (Rublaceae). Is that '
right? Ui=s Nyner has ju:t asked me to see if you will send us the cover
for Vol.I¥ 1 of you Flora. She has the covers for the ctlier two parts.
Now don't zive it to us: I already feel guilty when I think what you have
done witnout recompense. Let us know what it costs and we will remit
stamps,

Dr. Stope is gone; his last wmonths were spent in a hospital for the
insane, MYost of the men who were heads in your day are now "tails" of
their Dep&rtmenta. Dr. Chemberlain hes retired to Beltimore; Waugh is
in a hospital for prostete operation; Prof. Sears =nd Mr, Kenny are old,
white-haired men. A sad iragedy happened to Dr. Gordon, His son who had
reached High School age, developed epilepsi$end finelly ccmitted sulclde.

Too bad you couldn't bring your "son" beck to Hawaii %o comfort your
declining yeers, but young séns are 2 gr-at responsibility and Figi
might not mix well with Hawail and American cocktall parties.

Very beat wishes to you
M |
). & T |
P.8. Another shock. News has just come that Hervert Emery died yesterday |
at the R,I,B8tate Oollewse, I he |

: ar there wa
throat, I'm sure you knew im,

2 heemmorhage 0f the

e :
9€ nhad taught zeolomy theva
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THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL %R&:sﬁl !,

BRONX PARK (FORDHAM BRAMNCH 2.}, I
NEW York. N. Y.
PR VICE-PRESIDENTS TACASUAER
o HENRY DEF, BALDWIN ARTHUR M., ANDERSON i

. SWA!
JOSEPH R. SWAN JOHM L. MERRILL

DIRECTOR
WILLIAM J. ROBBINS

November 26, 1941

¥r. Otto Degener,
Waialua, Cahu, Hawaii

Deer Otto,

Today I have reported to Dr. A. C. Smith e few more of your Fiji
collection numbers. Thought meybe you would spprsciate my reporting them to
you, too.

Degensr & Ordonez
~ 13505 -- Stachyterphete urticsefolia (Salisb.) Sims

13620 == Vitex trifolis ver. bicolor (Willd.) Moldenke
13641 -~ Premne taitensis var. rimaterensis F. H. Br.
13691 -- Vitex trifolia var. bicolor (Willd.) Moldenke
15762 -- Faradaya vitiensis (A. Gray) Seem.
15795 -- Fresmna taitensis ver. rimetarensis F. H. Br.
14058 -- Vitex trifolie var. bicolor (Willd.) Moldenke
14154 -- Clsrodsndrum inemme (L.) Gaertn.
14191 -- Clerndendrum inerme (L.) Gmertn.

| 14212 == Stachytarpheta urticaefolis (Salisb.) Sims

Degener

14481 -- Vitex quimata (Lour.) F. N. Will.

14546 -~ Premna teitensis Scheu.

14585 -~ Premns teitensis Schau.

14621 -- Faradaye ovelifolia (A. Gray) Seem.

14912 -- Premne taitensis Schau.

14949 -~ Premne teitensls ver, rimatsrensis F. H. Br.

14658 -- Clerodendrum inerme (L.) Gasrtn.

14987 -~ Clerodendrum speciosissimum Ven Geert

15026 -- Lentane Cemare ver. sculeste (L.) Moldenke
~15327 -~ Stechyterphete mutebilis (Jacq.) Vahl

With kindest regards end 211 best wishes, I &m, as svar,
your aincers friend,

Harold N. Moldsnke,
Aspociete Curstor
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THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS., U.5.A.

October 20, 1841

lr. Otto Degener
fiailua, Oahu
Hawali

Dear Mr. Degener:

We have recently received from you three packages,
one of which contains Hawalian plants and the other two, plants
collected by your native assistants in Fiji.

Dr. Merrill states that you wish us to hold the
Hawaiien material until the end of thne war and then to send
sets to certain European institutions. This will be done.

I shall treat the Fijian material as a continuation
of your own collection and will have the first set mounted
and use the remainder as a continuation of duplicates. Am
I correct in assuming that you have retained your own set
and therefore will not wish us to send you a set of duplicates?
I have only glanced at this material, but it will be an in-
teresting supplement to your own collection.

Very sincerely yours,

Q.C iy

A. C. Smith
ACS:T Curator of the Herbarium

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D. G.

October 16, 1941

¥r. Otto Degener
Viaialua, Oahu, T. H.

Dear Mr. Degener:

In response to your reaquest of Septembsr 28 I am
forwarding herewith a couple of franks which may be used for
despatching botanical material to which you refer. We shall
of course be very glad to have it.

The other letter to which you refer was received some
time ago during my absence, which partly because of serious
illness has covered a period of nearly three months, so that
I am only just now back at work. *t was forwarded to me,and, as
I recollect it, was returned by me to the Museum with the comment
that unfortunately there seemed to be little that we could do
in the matter of helping you as requested, mch as we should like
to be of assistance. I was ill at the time and therefore do not
recall very definitely the details which you mentioned. I will
make further efforts to find the letter and if successful will
see that your suggestions are given careful consideration. I am
afraid, however, that there is little if anything that could be
dona.

Yours very trmly

William R. Maxon
Curator, Division of Plants

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY

ARNOLD ARBORETUM, JAMAICA FLAIN, MAsS,, U.£.A.

Arnold Arboretum, Jomaios Plain, Mass. Farlow Herbarium and Library, Cambridge, Maas.
Atkins Institution of the Arnold Arboretum, Gray Herbarium, Combridge, Mass.
Boledad, Cianfuegor, Cuba Harvard Forest, Petersham, Mass,
Botanical Garden, Cambridgs, Moz, ‘The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for
Botanical Museum, Cambridge, Mo, Botanical Hesearch

Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, Mas.

Oct. 13,1941

Dear Degener:

I have your posteard of Sept.28. When the packages
arrive I will have the material fumigated,and those bundles marked
for foreipg institutions we will put in dead storage "for the
duration" and will underdke to see that they are forwarded
if end when conditions become more normalj;and when sent out,
the sendings will be to your credit,not to that of the Arboretum,
We have quantities of material destined for Europe that cannot now
be sent,including large sets of Smiths collections made just before
the war started in South America ( joint N.¥.B.G.-AA explorations).

Will take out the material marked for the Gray.

Smith went to N.Y. a week ago taking with him a lot of
your Fiji stuff in various families to compare there,as the oriental
herbarium at New York is much better organized for quick work
than is the Gray. Here at the Arnold our Polynesian collections
are relatively small. Study set of ferns goes off to Copeland
tomorrow as he is to be in Berkeley for a few days in the very
near future. Fosberg is working your Rubs. So on the whole you
should soon be recelving identification lists.

Smith works on a different system that I do. AAt the
time he commeneed sorting your Fi1ji stuff I commeneed on a 2800
number collection from Indo-China. I made "sight identifications"
for everything and then typed a list of these,so the collector now
has in hand a complete list of numbers,with approximately 25 percent
final determinations to the species and approximately 75 percent
with generic determinations only. After this preliminary 1list 1s
submitted we continue to shoot partial lists as material in various
families is named. Thus since I typed the preliminary list we have
finished the Myrts.,Orch.,Euph.,0lea,Thea.,Myrsin. and various smaller
families. I developed my scheme in Manila when I realized that if
was to keep foresters and others interested in collecting that I must
probide identification lists promptly. THowever by the end of this
year you should have a fairly large percentage of your numbers
named to the species as Smith will concentrate on this job now
that the study set 1s mounted and arranged by families. All I have
done on 1t 1s to go over the odds and ends that Smith didn't recognize
and suggest family or generic names.

Very truli ioura
Selle {arrill

Hunt Institute for Bot: Yocumentation
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TeLrrHone SEDSWICK 3-3200

THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN

BroNX PARK (FORDHAM BRANCH P. 0.)
NEW YOrK. N. Y.

[ R— VICE-PRESIDENTS TREASURER
JOREPH R SWAN HENRY D&F. BALDWIN ARTHUR M. ANDERSON
JOHN L. MERRILL

DmEcToR
WILLIAM J. ROBBINS

Cetobar 10, 1941

¥r. “tte Degener,
Waislue, Oghu, Hawail

Dear Ctto:

Dr. A, C. Smith has just given me & number of your Fiji Verbenacess
end has promised to send me the reet later. My determinations are es follows:

Degener & Ordonez 13672 -- Clerodendrum fragrens ver. planiflorum Scheu. FIRST RECORD
15762 -- Feredeye vitiensis (A. Grey,) Seenm.
13693 -- Premna taitensis var. merchionice F. H. Br. FIRST RECORD
141835 -~ Premne teitensis ver. rimeterensis F. H. Er. FIRST REDORD
13505 -- Stechytsarrhets urticaefolis (Selisb,) Sims
14058 -~ Vitex trifolia ver. bicolor (Willd.) Moldenke
Degener 14587 -- Olerodendrum speciosissimum Van Geert L
15333 ~- Faradeym ovelifolis (A. Oray) Seem.
14621 -- Farsdeye ovelifolis (4. Gray) Seem.
15026 -- lantena Cemers ver. sculesta (L.) Moldenke
14546 -- Fremne tsitensis Schau.
15327 -- Stechyterpheta mutebilis (Jecg.) Vahl
14481 -- Vitex quinata (Lour.) F. N, Will, FIRST RECCRD

I gm still trying to get that Fhiladelphla sddress for you.
fiith kindest regerds end all best wishes, I beg to remein, as ever,

Your saincere friend,

=l

Harold N. Moldenie,
Associate Curstor

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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thousands of illustrated talks to schools,churches,and other groupsjall for T
nothing or just expenses,even urging groups to take collections for various
church and missionary activities,yet they will constantly remind us that we |
ape from the North.unly a week ago, & very good neighbor of ouxscame to my w [
wife and forgot hersedf by telling my wife that because a recent newcomer

to our community coula not be trusted becauee she heard that she was from
the North.ihis has happened hundreds of timesjyet Ho%thern capital is actually
being invested here to help develope the Southesut mow 1 have written emough o
of this kind of news,so let me change to something else.l had a rather large
aerparium of about 25,000 specimens which 1 had worked on for over 25 years.
tell when i saw I could not hold on to my properties 1 sold this entiresScol=-
ledtion to buke University for $1500 cash.lhis helped me complete the educa~=
tion of my last child.However since then Im doing my best to get my second
herbarium,and already 1 have about 50,000 specimens and adding several thousand
every year.We are having ratuer warm dry weather thus far.in fact too.dry

to get the fall flowers at their best.l will have about 200 specimens for

you when I get through with this years collectings. sow we have given you

more of our story,wife and nmyselfjthe future must lie in the hands of the
spikits and the gods. With fondest wishes and regaxrds,yours truly

— AL L 0lor
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FROM THE DESK OF
nhy

A. C. SMITH -
Sept. 29, 1941

Memo in regard to Degener's letter of Bept. 14:

As regards Degener's first few paragraphs,
it is unfortunate that he did not prevare for
his Fijian trip by finding out what areas had
been collected. I wrote him exactly where to go
and what regions to avoid, but probably this
letter was one which went astray and did not
reach him until later. In subsequent letters
I kept asking him to go to the central plateau
or to the higher parts of Berua and Tholo West.
His collectione, except for those from Nandar-
ivatu, continued to be made at low elevations.

I should not have written such an unpleasant
letter as the one he quotes except for two or
three definite requests from him to know whether
hie plants were valuable or whether they were
merely the "common stuff." I assumed that he
really wanted to know. At any rate I wrote him a
couple of weeks later that the numbers subse-
quent to his first 400 were a great improvement.

Of course any plants from Fiji are valuable
a8 herbarium exchange, and in return for the
handling and naming of the collection, it seems
that we are entitled to a few sets to build
up our exchanges. In an earlier letter, Degener
suggested that we keep only one set while
sending N.Y. three or four. This seemed a very
unreasonable request. We should at least receive
as much exchange material as N.Y. and loglcally
quite a bit more. If soke sets are sold for
Degener that is immaterial to me. Personally
I belleve that the best avallable set should go
to Kew as an"exchange"(although we probably
won't get any return), since good sets of all
previous Fijlan plants are there and it is the
logical place for future students to work,

ELIOT PRESS INC.
IRMAICA PLRIW, MASS
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A. C. SMITH I

It will probably be about 6 months |
before the duplicate sets are named and ready
to use. At that time we can outline a plan to
Degener and have his approval before we send
out anything. It is still too early to discusa
the disposifion of these sete. Whether we use
the duplicate sets as exchange or sell tham
ghould depend upon the original plan of the
Archbold expedltion.

As regards Degener's "musts":
1. The second sst has already been sent him
and as far as we are concerned 1t 1s not esent
as a loan but is his property. Eventually I
should 1like to know whether he is golng to It
give it to the Bishop Museum. If so, we
don't want to offer them another set in \
exchange.
2. I shall help with the weed book as I can
and will look up the distribution of a 1list
of species which Degener should send me.
3. We cannot send the Kew set until after the
war, but in the meantime perhaps Hill can
write to FiJi, if he has any influence.
4, Will have to work out the Bishop Museum
exchange later. .
5, etc. I shall name a few specles as reqnested!

I am preparing a paper to mentlon all
the species not previously reported from Fiji
and of course to describe the novelties. Mrs.
Chase has already reported the grasses and find
s three new to Fiji. Our set is now put into
families and I see that there 1s a great deal
of interesting material. A 1ist of determin- |
ations will be sent to Degener as soon &8
poasible, and in the meanwhile I shall be f
glad to discuss any specific numbers with
him as he wants to know more about them. |

ACS. |

ELIOT FRESS INC. |
IAMLICA PLAIR Mass |
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THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN

BRONX PARK (FORDHAM BRANCH P. ©.)
New Yomrk, N. Y.

| ViCE-PRESIDENTS 1. TREASURER
HENRY oeF. BALDWIN ARTHUR M. oN
JOHN L MERRILL - it

DimecToR
WILLIAM J. ROBEINS
Baptember 15, 1941
Mr. Otto Degener,
felalun, Oalm, Hawail

Dear Cttol |

y Thank you vary mich for your kind letter of August J0th. [t wae most
14 and gensrous of you te send me that dollar s commispion for ihe sals’of one
of your bookss I am, however, raturniny it, Tor I could not possibly e.ocs_pt-!.tr'.f
1y friendship would bo of a most peculisr kind, indesd, &I I could not do = bit
of service for you like trying to advertlase your publicationz for you at every
opportunity without expacting pey in roturn for ii. &0 pleces taks tle doller
back, Obto; T shail almys conbtimue to advertlss your books for you ln svery way
possible, bub this T shall do bacouss of my frisndehip for you pnd beceusse of my
firm bsllef in tneir grast eclentific velue and Importance. I do' not wani eny pay
Por doing tiis.

I have not yet heard from ths Drefi Board ag %o how they ere clasaifying
mes I ragiaterad os a conescientious objsctor, end I slso have two perigkl
dapendents and & few ohysiosl defecte. Baing J2;, they =r= npparsnily deferrizg
eny clasziflchbion of ms uniil they Leve mo one slee to work on. I &= prebebly
safe until wa got into an actusl shooting war -~ which seenp to be a malter of
only hours or days nowl Then God only krows whet will neppen to Consclantlous
Objectore likes mel

¥oarmhile, T sm plamning tc be with you sll of “ecember; 1942 and SBIMEry;
1045, Sorry I can't maks it sorlier, bub I hava oo meny overdus asssignments end =
jobs that eimply musb be donms first. Heve finished my pepsrs on the Verbenaveas
end Avicenniboane of Surinam, of Trinidad 4 Tobsgo, of Yucantdn Peninesula, §§§ of
Texes, znd of Indisna. Also have Pirisghed my pepars oy the Erioccanlscesa of Xorth
Amaries for HCORTH AMZRICAY FLORA, of Texen, and of Penams. Now [ em morking on
the Yerbepacese snd Avizenriaceass of Hotrth Awerlce for NORTH - AMERITAN FLORA, of
Fanams for Dr. Noodson, of Zrazil Por Ir, Hoelmne,; and of Uruguey Tor Ir. darter.
¥y temching of sylematic botery also begine agein on October oth, and then thers are
those thousends of miscellansous jobs thet =1l consums so much time,

o &

Rasp up the good work In lshalf of the poor Fijlans. IT I think of sny
wey o help, T ghall & =11 T g=n for jou.

Take pgood csrs of yoursslf end lst me haar from you. As evar;

Your sincers friend,

' o et [flak]
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ing. 15, 1941, |

Dear Dr, Merrill: v |

I received your Aug, 4 letter with Smith's cuggestions
which I wish $0 follow with & few medificatione. ' L

I am cashing the New York cheque. F \
In regerd to the Fiji esteh: ol
Reep Set To. 1 for yourself,

own set have own field lebele, ss these give me thunder
rm‘n’w Fi,i nafive lore gﬂk. THIS IS MOST IMPORTAWEIII] IL it is mot
too lete, N.T., preferebly should heve Set Fo. 2 of spproximately 1700
plants, end I with the original field lsbele should have Set Ko. 3 of
Approx, 1500, If 1t ig too late and the £ield lebels already lie in o
Set 2, glve ne that and give N.Y,,Set 3.

I reccived and gsked no hely from govermment officials so am under
no oblizatioms to Kew. In feet, I have been sending them Hawsiian dups,
gratis for years., The Fijl officiels under ordinary circumstances would
have tried to be h y 0o doubt, 12 they wers mot so busy growing
potherbp and papaya to feed the nrmy. I have & mmber of good friends
at the Dept. of Agri., in Suva, I paid my woy, leaving well over $1,000
in Fij1 ond over o hed® year of my (precious ) time, not %o mention :
Dboat fare for self and my Filipinpg, Fiji is still "sshotageing” my
native lore project with their embarzo on my maotive. I have offeraed
then free of charge the ma of ell-my zineos, They want about 166, I
therefore prefer you to give Set 6 to Kew. My obligntions are stronger
elﬂe‘h“cl

Flense let St. Louis hove Set 4, They heve been buying my plants for
years, Groenmen hee been very helpful, Ths charge $10,00 per Cemtury

Give Set § to Ray Fosberg's cutfit if they heve the cagh, Fosberg
talked to Nrs, Archbold in my behalf in the errly days,.

Then B.Y., can have the additional Beto Fo, 7, 8 and 9 withont pddie
tionsl charge.

Flesse dispose of the rest at $10.00 per Century wherever you wisgh.
In many ceses I collected es many ae 35 dups. for & glngle nunber,Flease
return all guch "rubbish" to me lsbeled or mot 4f thet is tco much
bother. I cen do that job here. I would give smell sete sw v to ine
stitutions buying my bocks. 1t wonld inerenge 1 ore Hew. soles.

Heke no speclal provisions for the Bishop Museum as you hove 2y owm
set to give them when they cosperato with ou, I need the met only untild
I have completed my native lore rojent. % i

Vhen Smith bursts irte print regarding my colleection, he mmst not fail
Yo mentlon "the suceess of the Degenmer collection is due to the faithe-
ful ssslstance of hig Filipino collector,Emilio Ordones; and the Fiji-
n:boollectsrs and experts in native lore, Timooi Bebke and Aloisio
Tebualewa," I sghould feel most embarrassed if these young men werq sliphted.
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T did lots for me without recompense. “hese two . last are still col=-
1 ngtornemngiun&ertheumpowumﬁbwmcthum
/"white men shout the native flora.

v ——

z ot $10,00 ¢ . Thet hee al boen ce.
Sell everything et $10,00 per Cenlury h::z!.n:rm

If go under, veriocus institutions will want my Haw,. “ R
at & lower rote, The wrwanted "fubbish", as wu‘gimﬂ. before, I can
hendle myself. I have quite e 1list of possible customers” . &t course,
I am not trying to earn sny money - what is the difference whether L
Mgqucene" .¥., for extrs cash now and leave them e slightly lerger

estate 20 - 30 yeeors .henu‘ or teke things esgy and leave them a smaller

one? "Es macht nichits aus.

Dia I write you Nrs, Archbold sold the "Cheng ho" %o the U.S.Havy
for "$1,08 and love"? She evidently got disgusted. Hill that be the
end of her interest in getting plants?
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EARL EDWARD SHERFF -

Chicago Teachers College
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENGE
Chicago, lllinois: , August 15th, 1941

Mr. Otto Degener,
VWaialua, Oahu, Haw. Terr.

liy dear Mr. Degener:-
Your letter of July £5th ceme to hand and I was glad

to learn that once more you were back home, I have naturally been out of
touch with you since you journeyed so far away, snd repeatedly hdve had
to defer writing to you about this or that point since F had no forward-

ing address. ) J
My work on Pittosporum has come about to a close. Last January

the first installment of my findings wss published in the American Journ-
&l of Botany and about next October I expect that the second and final
preliminary installment will appesr in the @ontributions from Field
Museum, I shall try to remember next week on returning to Field Museum

to send you reprints of the January srticle.——My monograph on the entire
genus so far &s Hawailan Territory is concerned is likewise finished and
should go to press shortly after the October number gets published.

I have at Field Museum a large number of folders of duplicate specimens
of yours that have been determined by me and were awaiting your return
home. I shall give them back to Field Museum for return to you next week.
In this connection, may I urge that if you or your sssociztes or acguaint-
anees have on hand any additional Pittosporum Specimens ¢ you would
1ike determined and incorporated in my monograph, by &1l means send them
in at once and there will be time. Except for Bidens (which you say you
did not collect) I would not Have the time or Tacilities here for working
up any Fi1ji materiesls, so shall hardly care to bother Merrill, (He sent

me the Hawaiian Pittospora.)

I rezd your extended remarks szbout the treatment sccorded the
Fijl natives by the British and was not at 21l surprised. Remember, the
latter are the "holier than thou" race who boast forever and snon zhout
"democracy" and "freedom of the seas! ete. ete. ad nsusesm and exhibit
the lowest degree of it among the "eivilized" peoples of the earth, I
sew all too much of thelr caste system both times I worked in English
institutions and I shall never be deluded by their lying propaganda that
they have recently been busy plzstering the United States with. (Judging
from the specimen Hawaiian newspapers that I have run across among your
folders, I suspect that you get little truth down there.)If you are
ever interested in ascertaing the resl truth of foreign affairs, I would
suggest a trial subscription to the Chicago Daily Tribune (over = million
daily eirculation). . :

I will at once write letters as remnested by you to the two
men in question and inelose copies herewith that you masy see what I say.
I hope you get results. : =

i In rounding out my collectors' lists ete. I am short on cer-
tain data and wonder if you will be so kind as to help me out if you can:
Topping gives elther a Bowmsn or Bowen Trail on Ozhu in 1984, Which is 1+%
Rock collected with one Shaw. Do you know Shaw's full name? Also, can
you give me the full names for J. Kepaas, H. Ochiae, E.K.Yoshinaga, K.
Duker, R. Northwood? and which is right, Inpung Chang or Impung Chang?
Mrs. Frances Sinclair communicated in 1885 6 Kew 2 plant from Kzolaunui,
Hawaii, I can find no such place. But her writing is clear. Do you
have such s place in any of your lists?

I shall start in 2 few weeks upen the apparently much simpler
revision of the few Hawaiian Dodonsezs and if meanwhile you have accumu-
lated more specimens of them you may send them on.

Hunt Institute for B&tanical Documentation




I was more than pleasantly surprised to find what & large repre-
sentation of Pittospora you had assembled during yourstay in the Hawailan
Telsnds. You will find that & lerge share of my citations are of your
plants. I took such pleasure in showing your cousin (the silk merchant)
last winter some of the great stacks of plants collected by you, &nd
some. of your publications. It happened that when he visited me entirely
unarfpunced at Field Museum, he found me plunged in a huge amount of
work based upon the very things you had sent in. We had guite & pleasant

chat, but I have never seen him since.
T have several times wondered if other botanical institutions

at Honolulu besides Bishop Museum &nd the University of Hawail have a
herbarium in which specimens of Pittosporum are filed and if these could
be borrowed for study. If you know of any I would apprecizte being put in
touch with the proper parties, or if, to save time, you would be so kind
as to tell them the circumstances and suggest that I would be willing and
eager to determine their specimens end cite them in my forthcoming mono-

graph.
You will hear from me further as soon as I think of other things

to write about.
Yours very truly,
£7 -

"E‘EE%;vr'
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THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
BRONX PARK (FORDHAM BRANCH F. 0.)
NEW York. N. Y. d

August 4, 1841

lir. Otto Degener
Wweialus
Oshu, T. H.

Dear lir., Degener:

This 4 to acknowledge your lstters
of July l2th and July 15th.

It ssexs to me that your proposal 0 prepare & book
on the plants of the Fiji Islends from the standpoint of
Fiji customs is an azcellent one.

1’shall be glad to do wiat I cen with Sir Harry Luke,
although I fear that from this aistance we can exert very
little influence.

I hope that we will receive sets of the Fiji plants
though, of course, it may easily be that Dr. Merrill will
! wish bo keep ell of them for his own use.

We think of you frequently and realize the excellent
work which you are doing in connection with the flera of
the Islends.

With kind personal regards,

| T f b

§illiem J."Robbins
Director

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE fas e
' BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY A
| 4 WASHINGTON 2 ;l
| sovimes o ; July 1, 1941. ‘I i

PLANT EXPLORATION AND INTRODUCTION

Mr, Otto Degener,

C/o General Delivery,

Waialua, Caim,

T, H, (Carbon to Viti Leby, Fiji)

Dear Mr. Degener:

Thank you very much for the match box full of seeds of the wild
edible Citrue collected near Valukarasa, Viti Levu, Fiji. From the size
of the fruit, I would suspect thie to be some pummelo. Did you collect
leaves of this tree and do these leaves show & very broad petiole?

I hope you found, while in the Fiji archipelago, my very inter-
esting new species, Wengelia kambarae. Thie is called moli moli by the
natives and known only from some of the islands in the Lau group to the
southeast of Vitl Levu.

I shall be glad indeed to have a chance to look over your Rutacecus .
plants, but if you send them to Dr. E, D, Merrill, I am sure he will send
to me the ones in which I am interested, viz., all the genera of the orange
i subfamily, Anrantioideae.

| I hear from my son that you got very many specimens. I hope your
expedition will revolutionize our knowledge of the Fiji archipelago.

Youre very sincerely,

/ =)

Walter T. Swingle, |
WIS/B Collaborater. !

Hunt Institute for Bot ntation
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
ROTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
ARNOLH ARBORETUM, JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS., U.S.A.

Arnold Arboretum, Jamaiea Ploin, Mass, Farlow Herbarium and Library, Combridge, Mass.
Atkins Institution of the Arnold Arboretum, Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass.

Soledad, Clenfurgos, Cuba Harvard Forest. Potersham, Mo,
Botanical Garden, Cambridge, Miss, The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for
Botanical Museum, Cambridge, Mass. Botanical Research

Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, Mass.

June 19,1541

Dear Degener:

_ OK. will use the Anne Archbold name on ell your Fiji
labels,Tor this will be a nice gesture ! After all,as you say, she got you
down to Fiji . Will settle other deteils as to form and wording with
Robbins. Ly suggestion to him is that there should be printed in small
type at the bottom of the label "Pacific cruise of the "Cheng Ho" 1940-
4lyxEmiiEErionx  sponsored by Mrs.Anne Archbold; collections made in
cooperation with the Arncld Arboretum,Harverd University,and the
N.Y.Botenical Garden"--pratty long, but with small type it won't take muwh
room. <The label heading would be merely "PLANTS OF FIJI™ and the.f ormat
would be more or less that of the first labels used. -

You will reslize from this that I recelved your telegram of

June 11 and your letter of May 16,with enclosure for Smith. Don't worry
about my weakening re.the Bishop lMuseum,even tho I am an honorary
member of its staff---before we get through they will probebly think
that I am more onery than honorary ! I can,on occasion,use a big
stick very harshly,snd this will be one of the "occasions"--i.e,,your
Fijd colleetions, We can sattle all details later when you shall have
returned to your base. So you are going to introduce cannabalism in
féir Hawaii ?

: Have you made any contacts with Wn.Greenwood at Lautoka
( Colonial Sugar Company)? He has collected considerable materiel
for Kew but now writes both Smith and myeelf that he will be glad to
send specimens to us, I have assured him that we always sand sets
of duplicates to Kew or to the B.M. from British spheres of
influence and that a set of your meterial is earmerked for Kew. Also
that if he wished to send us a duplicate set of his material that we
would gladly store it and see that it gets to Kew when conditions
become more normal.

Commencenent is over and everything settles down %o the
aqwiet life for the summer. Holttum,Director of the B.G.at Singapore
is in Denver end is coming here on 26th,and arfter his raturn to the
coast leaves for his vacation in Australis. Is in the US for rotary
convention as delegate from Malsya. After he leaves I shall taks off
a few days for fishing at loosehead Lake and then get back to botany.
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THE New YORKk STATE COLLEGE oF FORESTRY
AT SYRAcUSE UNIVERSITY
SAMUEL N. SPRING, DEAN
FOREST BOTANY AND PATHOLOGY SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

HENRY F. A. MEIER. PH. D,
Physivlogy

RAY R. HIRT, PH. D.
Pathology

FRANK E. EGLER, Pn. D.
Erology and Taxonomy.

JOSIAH L, LOWE, PH, D,
Mycology

June first, 1541

Hello Otto!l

Your very welcome lettsr came Irom
far-oi? Fijl in remarkably zood time. You probaily had
& boat leave speoially for it, which I = far from Californla -
casnot plan on, Strange to say, this time I had & good
excuse for not writing: I had thocught you were traveling,
and such inconseguential mail as mine weuld not be forwarded
%o you. So, thought I, why net wait until I can give him
some news that will not be ancient history.

I have p=ssed through ancther winter in this blasphemous
olimate = ths fourth - and that is two more than I have ever
put in to any other megion, other than my listle home town,
Conditicns have really been improved this year. 1 may have told

you that siter risking my position itself a year &go, one

of our hali-time &ssts. was railssd %o full time, and the nan
was put in oharge of plant phys labs, thus releasing me not
only of a blg responsibility, but of a whole fleld of botany.
For the Tirat %ime, I felt that our letter heads wsre more

or less correct. So with only ecology and taxonomy to ksep
sotive with, I had time to get into other troubles. My soph
tax cluss was inereased from 2 hrs to 3 hrs, the extra hr.
veing in ecology! I had grsat sport working up 14 lectures
in the subject, and injeoting intc the unsuspscting fellows
a few ideas which I know will cause snarls when soue of our
clder more "conservative" proiessors express some cut-moded
ideas in later ocursss, The soph tax continues to develop,
to the point whers I will proocatly have a lab manudd next
yeer that will £it this now-unusual course. Then ths faoculty
voted tnelr aursement to my giving, &t leust svery cther
year, & short course ia grass taxonomy. Who'd a thunk it?
Whes I came to Hawaii I hardly knew a grass from a sesdge.

But I have tjfauzht the zress tax twice alrzady, anu thought
it wae high# tims to have the bastzrd legitimized, With
no ppyaiology te worry about, I declided to tzks my positicn
cn the Publiczitions Commitvtee #iLA4 sericusly - with the
result that I made ensmies 41l arecund, and had to resign two
Times in order to wash my hands of the mess, Our occllege
publicaticns ars a tted to be not the best in thz counsry;
Tthe men in the comuittee must have had their names drawn from
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a goldfish bowl, if one considers their aptitude for the

work. [ found it wes toughf work teaching them. They

seemed willing to lz=rn =8 scon zs they found ous I was
ssricus, bup their memory was shorter than short., 1 considered
it "waste time" and want back to teashing Bﬁ?ﬂ?fﬁﬁ%e»'uu?oJWﬂa

Uy mest rscent ofzspring is a 1000 acre patural Area
on our 15000 zcre Huntington Wildlire Forest, The succees oI
the sndeavor surprised me, since o more impractieal thing céan
scareely be imagined for g timber foresten who expecta an
annual incoue from & research ares, and there is a strong _
faction in college who would like to clearcut the timber from
the Forest, anc then turn it over for ressarch. I am
havigg & man work oy it this summer, and intend to get =s
elaborate 2 set up of permansnt guadrats Ior stuly ol longe
i?f imeyss I know of. Just returned from 3 days on the land -
)

peauntiful country, 3 miles of lake shore on the Area,
olack flies that fly intc one's mouth at svery cpauing’as tho
thers were & vaouum,

How & couple of days at Syracuse snd then I leave;
Central New York is rzally beautifui in May, and life wouid
be glorious if we coculd have oIl the 3 winter months instead
of the summer. But when summer coues, I have the urge to
gee new places - 2nd admit thet I am gled I am freoe %o do if:
no howme, wife, child, dog, or current expenses tc eat up money
while in disuse, I just fill up my car, ana settle down some-
whars elee. Uy lmmediata job 1la to zive the Tinal sleps to
my aiien vs., indigene Hawailan paper, which Ecology has
eccepted; te wiite a preface for my Cape Henry Virginia
check 1ist , and to collect & few spring items for my Clark
reservation (near Syrecuse) Stats Park Iist.

This suummer I have deelded NOT to do any field work.
Too many mss, have becoms nesrly coupletea, and stayed
put. Although my loocal draft board has deferred me, I am
not &% 211 surs what wculd happen in any worse emergensy. I
aoubt 1f I could convince any one hcw punk a scldler I would
make, snd 4ll these botvanical masterpieces are stretching
my wWissenschaftliche wonb, 8o I shall soon fill my car with
cooks and papers &and cards anu notes and wend my way southwarads,
southwards ungil I fina myself a wide besch, much sun, much
mocn, much sky and much sea, no professorial and administrative
dis-eases, a place to set zood dinuners, coconuts and casuarinas
especially - and there I shall set, and sires a fe w chimaeras
pertaining tc Hawall, Mertinique, Florida, taxzonomy, &and
ecology.

I anvy your being in Fiji., If I were ever o
loge my job hsre, I wculd swish 0 the tropics like an ircn
filing going c a magnet,

1,6t me know when you are sailing Tor the Islands;
and I shall get the Beankey in order. You could help in ons
respet: certaln species, still uncollected, exi§t in the places
indicated on the checklizt. I want to put them in the key, if
I oan only cet specimens, '-ﬂ}%
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The Tutholic Hnibersity of Avwericn
Hushington, B,¢.  May 17, 1941
MNﬂl._ﬂ!! HERBARIUM
Deer Dr, Degener:
Please note your number 2466 and 8456 are both
Cyperus gracilis R, Br.
I heve recently received from ths Bislop Museum 4 specimens of
Cyperus alternifolius collected on Oshu. The labels do not make clear whether
this plant was collected from s cultivated stend or whether it is esceped. If
you can find out if this plants is rally escaped or better still collect some
of it from an eecaped colony I will be very grateful.

Your mumber 125682 is Cyperus leevigetus L.

Hugh “'Neill

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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DEPARTMENT OF ENTOMOLOGY AND ZOOLOGY

April 29, 1941

Mr. Otto Degener,
Suva,Fi1ji.

My dear Otto:

Tery many thanks for your letter of March
22nd, which came to hand two days ago. In the mean-
time, I had writtem to you but had sent the letter by
way of Hawaii, so it is possible that the present let=
ter may reach you at the same time or before the one
sent a couple of wesks ago. In that I mentioned the
further colleotions of Fijian Tipulidae that you had
sent and indicsted that there were some further addi-
tions to the known list.

In your letter you wonder whether Tipulids
have an extensive range or are limited in distribution.
It is our impression that the lowland forms, especially
coastal species throughout the Pacific Islands, have a
much wider distribution than mountain species, which
are apt to be endemic. I feel that this certainly holds
true in islands such as Fiji or Samoa, and that the
great proportion of the endemic species will be those
that occur high in the mountains. For this reason I am
very anxious to secure all possible specimens from moun-
tain statione from any of the Pacifie Islands. I do
not know whether your own collections and plans take
you into the higher mountasins, but if you ever are able
to collect and see any Tipulids, I would be especially
grateful if all such specimens could be saved. It is
certain that your various lots of material are adding
greatly to our insufficient knowledge of distribution
of these flies, The last lot that I received from
Zimmerman, although it included three Schmidt boxes and
hundreds of specimens, yet contained relatively few
speeles, and it is certain that several of those that
you have pent are different from any taken by Zimmerman.
The rare and new species secured by the latter were in-
variably taken at high altitudes in the mountains, es~-
pecially on Mt. Vietoria, Tholo north, altitute about
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3000 feet, September 1938, I imagine that many other
of the Fijian mountains would produce a riech endemie
feuna in these flies., It is certeain that my earlier
collections of Tipulides received through the British
Museum, including materiels teken by Veitch and Green-
wood, were chiefly from the mounteins. On the other
hand, the first collection that I ever gtudied from
Fiji, back in 1914, taken by Tllingworth, was chiefly
from low altitudes.

You asked about your old friends at
M.S.C. I did not realize that you had not been hear-
ing from some of these, as Dr.Torrey. I imagine that
there have been many changes here since you left, due
to the retiring of several of the older members of the
staff, such as Chamberlain, Waugh, Sears,Chenoweth,
Graham, and in fact, practically all of the heads of
departments who were active at your time. Dr. Fernald
retired in 1930 and since that time has been livimg in
Florida. The generation below these, including Torrey,
Crampton, Gage, and others, are all active and fairly
well. We are much upset by the prospects of war, since
the draft is taking many of our finest students. I
imagine that we will go through the same series of
disappointments and encouragements as the last war, but
under the cirocumstances there seems to be nothing that
we can do about it.

You inguire about the coral reef
midges that you sent from Hawaii some years ago, and
it seems that there must have been one of my letters
that failed to reach you, from one cause or another.

I had written indicating that I believe that these
midges belong to the genus Pontomyia described by
Edwards from Samoa, and having & very remarkable wing-
less female that is almost larviform. More recently,
Tokunaga has described a second Pontomyia from Japan.

I am not an authority on midges and do not know whether
the specimens that you picked up in Suva Harbor are

the same., If the opportunity arises to collect still
further of these midges, I hope that you will do so,

since we rarely have a naturalist who is in the position

to save such materials.

With all sincere best wishes and
thanks, I am,

As ever yours,

CAssamelsn =
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I ué;?tuinl; want tO thenk you for ths materisl you sent maj 4%
‘in perfact coadition. It's swall of you to colleot for me -:_ﬁi:_: you 1
mueh Yo 80 for yoursslf, I 4o Hops thet I shellla able
return soms day. The Spathoslottis hsve sterted susiin
also the one that locks Like it misit be 2 spesies of Fhaius. e a
interestedin the Spathoslottis for bresdimg purposes wt‘t thif
vigorous growes. If the other that ia g.mwlng is & Plsius We n;]g. Ba ah
The o

%o oross it with Fhaius Grandifplius which 'wa &lreudy huve hers.

orhids ars looking fine and will he starting to grow very soon I au

I d4id not sss =ailio but ons of the Plant inspegtora apotted the m
and yellow tag on ths packsgs he carried whon the boad was coning in; ﬂnﬂ-!ng
ot the pecxade was for me La fized it up with thée sustoms officers, took
the packaze to the Plant Inapsctors snd themqpuoned me giving me all the
infoymation. I thisk 4t was swell of him. T alav got enotisr packags thru
tha neil containing orenids and seeds aul thes an;tﬁar containing secds.

Last week I Tegsived the Hoya sseds end I do bope I will ba ebls te raise

Bome seedlinszs.

Thers ‘was Bn Oronid Exhibition st the Art Acadsmy on March 20th, 2lat,

gnd £8nd; we had s eroup of Phelaenopsis sghilleriene on display. (he 3otanicael

Soalely wed iavitad o Fostsr Gerdens o wesk sgo Ssturday end we had a very

Hunt Institute for BotanicaI;Docur'nen‘tétidh
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY

e

ANKOLD ANMOIETUM, JAMATOA FLAIN, MARS. Wil Ay
Arnolidl Arboretum, Jamaioa Plain, Moss. Farlow Herbarinm and Libeary, Cambridye, Mase.
Atking Institution of the Arnold Arboretum, Gray Herbarium, Combridge, Moaes,
Sotedad, Cienfuegos, Cuba Hurvard Vorest, Potersham, Mias,
Botanical Garden, Cambridge, Mase, ‘The Murin Moors Cabol. Foundation for
Botanical Museum, Cambridge, Mass. Fotanoal R easareh

Bussey lustitution, Jomaica Plain, Moss.
April 2,1941

Dear Degener:
From your letter of March 4 in which you do not

specifically mention receipt of the § 300.00 I cabled on Feb.24
I have wondered a bilt if you mecpually received it. I suppose you
did,otherwise I suspect that I would have received another
cablegram from you. After all Suva being a rather small place,
and a stranger being e stranger in Fiji,there should have been
ho great difficulties involved in locating you as the recipient !

Again,in liew of more specific directions from you,
I can only forward mail in care of the Harbor Master,although
possibly general delivery might be better; I only hope that sald
offécial does not forward the letters to Pago-Pago !

Smith is actually "laying out"” the first 400 numbers
received from you, these with the "Teng Ho" labels. Before

going ahead with the numbers after you left the Teng Ho we should
get a sort of clearance for the form from you,as gasuming that you

are spending our $ 300.00,the field work becomes more or less
cooperative between you and the Arboretum; and yet I don't know

jkst what I shemuld do regardihg the bringing oP the N.Y. Botanical
Garden into the pieture,as you said that Hobbins had indicated that

a grant might be made from Garden funds.

We can settle all detalls regarding ultimate disposition
of your Fiji material,problems of publication,etc. etc.,after yqu shall

have returned from the field. The matter of making up sets,
completing labels,making determinations ete. will,of course,

take a considersble amount of time; and we have no idegat present,

to do more then take out and mount a study set here,and make the

preliminary identifications. The final identification work will be
dona later when all of the material shall have been received,so that
we can get & complete set arranged by families. It may be that you ¢

will eventually wish to place your set at the Bishop M seum,on

deposit. But I wish that you would keep in mind that we would like

to have a e¢lub or "big stick" to use on the B.M. to meke that

institution come across with duplicates of Polynesien material .So
far,in all the years I have been én its staff I have received almost
nothing in direct exchange,and large collections were made ten years or
more ago,and ten years is a ldng time to waik for sets of duplicates

when one is situated as I am; 1.e.,approaching the time when I may expact!

to be placed on the retired list---I can only count on about six years
before this hay happen, with a possible maximum of ten from this date;
so what ever I am to accomplish must be done within a rather limited

time as you will reaslize !
Sprimg is just aroud the corner; the early bulb plants are

in bloom and the magnolia buds threaten to comrnence swelling. I see

Ieamat thﬁ end of the line. bes? wish EDM
Hunt Institute for Botanlcalmﬁ%tion
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CONDITIONAL LANDING PERMIT ISSUED UNDER THE PROVISIONS
I OF THE IMMIGRANTS ORDINANCE, 1909, AS AMENDED BY

g ’,’ x "'*/ SECTION 3 OF ORDINANCE 1 OF 1938.

Mr. Otto DEGENER .

PERMISSION is hereby granted to.
Holder of United States of America Passport No.12060 :lssued at

|
' Honolulu on the 4th.,October,1940.
| m& S,
i tu enter the Colony of Fiji for the purpose of
: “ef Archbold Scientific Expedition.
and for this purpose to remain in the Colony of Fiji for a period of.
Three months and no longer unless he shall obtain

an extension of such period from the Commissioner of Police.

This permit may be revoked by the Commissioner of Police at any time
and such person may be deported by the Governor if the said person remains in
the Colony after the expiration of the period allowed in this permit, or after this
permit has been revoked, or if he commits a breach of, or fails to comply with ahy

of the condifions therein contained.

exkpmsicog Holder R.T. No. 8986 (110 &)m
a¥ie

A Deed of Guarantee has been lodged by —=======

(Signature). __ é’l /"‘"""'""”A &“‘M

7 esiofer Dolice.
Sute. 18ty Hapehs 1o . Commissiofier of Police

This is to acknowledge the receipt of being

refund of the deposit made in respect of this permit.

(Stgnature)

This is to certify that

left the Colony on the day of == s

by the. == Mora—

(and was accompanied by hiswifeand____ children),

H Uk nstitotefor-Batanical D GCHrmeitation e
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ARNOLD ARBORETUM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
JAMAICA PLAIN
MAES.

Mar. 5, 1941 '
Dear Degener,

I think of very little to add to Dr.
Merrill's letter, for by this time you doubt-
less have our earlier letters which may have
been forwarded to Samoa. You seem to have had
your share of hard luck, and I hope that the
rest of the trip will be smoother. I'm sure
you will find working at Nandarivatu interesting.
The region, as you know, was pretty thoroughly
collected by Gillesplie, and was also visited
by im Thurn and some others, and so one cannot
hope for a very large percentage of novelties
from that immediate viclnity. You would find
richer collecting to the south, around
Monivatu, but this may be imposesible because »
of present conditlons.

Your collections are being unpacked and
sorpted numerically as they arrive and we have
had labels printed for about the first 500.
Soon I shall type the master labels for this
many and start them through the mounting room.
It will doubl2ess be most efficlent not to !
sort them into famillies until the whole
collection is assembled and the first set
mounted, but then the work will go wuickly,
we will get off the speclalists' groups, and |
name the remainder. Of the first 500 numbers, :
many are not well dried, as you noted in an
earller letter, but they will make satisfactory ||
enough specimens. I confess I am a 1little f
disappolnted that such a large percentage are .
from low elevations and appear to represent !
widespread species, but nevertheless we have (|
so little material from Fiji that even common . ||
ones are welcome; however, you must not expect |
many novelties in Fijian collections taken under
500 meters.

tation
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We were interested in the details of w.
your letter to Dr. Robbins. Apparently I I
didn't send you a copy of my account of my
1933-34 trip, because you seem not to reecall
that I spend several months along the south
coast of Vanua Levu, making headgquarters in
Savu Savu Bay. This is the reason why I
didn't suggest this locality to you, as it is
really one of the most thoroughly collected
places in the group. Of course I didn't
spend much time on the coast, but used this
as a base for ascent of the several higheet
peaks on Vanua Levu, such as Mbatini,

Ndelalkoro, Ndikeva, and others which will
be famlllar to you. However, I never worked
on Valili, and I hope that thie is one of the
mountains you ascended.

I notice that your sets are quite irregular
in number of duplicates, ranglng anywhere betweel
1l and 35. I don't know what we shall do with
g0 many duplicates, and I would suggest that you
set a maximum number - perhaps 15. It is
very awkward, in sorting duplicates, to have
several tiny sets at the end. Of course you
cannot always get 15 duplicates, but I think
it is well %o have a definite mark to shoot
at, and not to exceed.

It will be very interesting to work up :
your collection, and T am lokking formard to it.
The only reason I am not yet beginning is ;
because 1t causes such duplication of effort
to start until all the returns are in, as doubt-
less the same species, in many cases, will be
represented By various numbers. As soon as
you inform us of your final shipment (and '
please tell me the last number) I shall start
intensive work on tHe collection.

mbula vinaka, ete. etec.

|
Q. bz i
|
!
|
!
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' - HARVARD UNIVERSITY

v OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
 ARNOLD ABORETIM, JAMAICA PLATN, MASS., U.5.4,

Arnald Arboretur, Jamaics Plain, Masr. Farlow Herbarium and Library, Combridge, Mase,
Atkins Institution of the Arnold Arboretum, Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass,

Soledad, Cienfusgos, Cuba . Harvard Farest. Potersham, Mass.
Botanical Garden, Cambridge, Mass. ‘The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for
Botunical Museum, Cambridge, Mas. Botanical Research R

Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, Masr,

lareh 5,1941

Dger Dagener: .
& few days apo came your ceblegram and I Nave just
‘approvad the bill for the cost of cableing you &£ 300.00,s0 I know
that this amount is now available for you in Suva and can only asanme
that the amount is now in your hands. Suva isn't such a large blace
that one C.D,cannct be locsted,and I have further assuned that
the bank would nobtify you soon afier tlie cable was received.
The materiel thet you are sending is comeing through OK

and as the packages are received I remove the stemps for you,kept
in a special caehe in my desk to guard then sgainst ardent stamp
eollegtors,ana turn the material over to Smith for fumigation and
storage. Now thaet you hﬂnggefinitely separeted from the Cheng Eo
we will have tg_déﬁ%ﬁ@.dﬁ' er lable,without the "Cruise of the CHeng
Ho" forming & part of the printed legend; but just what the form
mey ultimately be no lo se &as your letter to Robbins just came from
New York, the first intimation that the N.¥.B.G.might provide you with
$200,00--=iF this materimlizes,then we would like to prepars a praoper
Isbel kndicating that the collsetions wers being mede under the joint
autspices of the two institdtions with Ofto Degener doing the
Tdirty work” én the field. The letter to Robbins gives me
a much movre granhic pleburs of conditlons on the Cheng Ho than
I Had previously. Can very well undertand why you separated.
Iad a long letter & few days &go fron Mrs.Archbold in Suya, but she
didn't mentdon any difficulties with the crew. Inecidentally she spoke
very highly of you and of wour interest In getting something doae in the
way of enllecting. I take it,Trom your letter and from hsrs,that
the parting was amicable.

You realize nf course that the $B800.00 was merely the first
payment on the smount I earmerked Tor you,and that if you need &nd
pan uss more an edditional § 200.00 will be forthecming by cable
on edvises from yous Ope reason why I sent the £ 300.00 instead of
% 500,00 was that Krs Archbold wrote that you r special colleeting
permit for two months and I did not know whether or not you might 5
™Mhd it vossible tn vemain in Fiji v pericd. llow that you

. are actually there I do hope that e of war conditions,and the
suspteions aroused by your going ab meting vRants ( 811 botenists
doing field k are : br less " of coursse) that you
fina 1+ r_-. +~7

! your urge for col-
lecting in # R ns
| Commissioner i :
A in my ans
14 all ¢

1y exnTESS—
aecomnnlish

\ Lo 1r ~ r -
trom Miss.Reay ere envoutse and se snon AS the snecine
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Smith will name them and we will send her s mounted Set of speeinens.
Doubtless you will see ner more or less now that you have returned
o tHa nlace where she lives and give her more pointers on fleld
methods. She mentioned eanecimlly that she had no press. Cannot
you manage to have one made for her from bamboo ? I shall send her
some. more ariers; and when I send her the mounted specinens they
#il1l bs packed &n one of the fampus ( or infamous) lexrrill ecartons
' with which you were famiiisr in New York. As she is actually sn
| recidenca I think that she should be encouraged to continue field
work in -spite of the fact,as she says,that she 1s not trained in
botany.
| Smith will be the individual who will do most of the work on
your Fiji collections and I am asking him to wpite you about the
naterial already received. I will help him make the. prelindnary
deterninations. When you get out of the rield we can than work
| out a-medus operandi that will He mutuelly satisfactory.

I,..aIdental;y we are in recelnt of sons tremendous collections
of T,do-China material through Lingnan University. PFirst shipment c
some months ago; five. large cases full a few weeks ago;and two more
nueh larger shivments ebout due in Bpston nows TIrelzhiy gharzes
alone about $ 190.00-~-=so vou see thet we will not lack for material
o work with.

Hope ‘eve rything goes well with you in spite of any disapnointments
you may heve expsrienced with the "eng Ho exberiances. Arter all,
exue rianges are 8ll in ‘the days work |}

I : Aloha

« P8'Sorry o learn details of ou secumulated mAll having been =ent
o Fago Fago Yy mistake. I supnosse. hawaver,that be tls tins this re
you that you will have cenueobad wit)

| Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

- OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF .
k] BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
ARNOLD ARBORETUM, JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS., U.5.4.

Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, Maes, Firlow Herbarium and Library, Cambridge, Mass.
Atkins Institution of the Arnold Arboretum, Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Maass.

Boledad, Cienfurgos, Cubs Harvard Forest, Petersham, Mass.
Botanical Garden, Cambridge, Mos. “The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for
e Ry Lot 3

Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, Mass.

Feb.25,1941

Dear Degener:

Yesterdey ceme a cry from the wilderngss in the form of
B cablegram asking the money be sent by cable to you on Bank of New
Zealand,Buva,with some kind of cryntic comment to effect that mail
hed besn sent or forwarded ( by mistake) to Fago-Pago--now Samoa
jan't exactly close to Fiji on the basis of Airect connectlons.
However,I immedistely made up & bill and sent it over To the bursar
dirsctine him to cable you ,at our exvense, % 300,00. If and
when you need more up to s total of § 500,please adyvise. AlL I
will need to know will be: "gable balance™ and I will understand and
act accordinglys Not knowing whether or not it was goine to be
possible for you to remain in Fifi longer than the original twe
monthe for which you wrote that you had a permit I thousht 1t best to
cable only & 300 as a starter. If you don't have to expend the
sdaitional ¥ 200.00 still earmerked for you here it will please us

jast as well,for we evproach the snd of the fiscal year and ebout thia

time commence to"draw in iur horns" financially,living from hand %o
mouth until the new budget comes in July 1.

Am just back from Cuba,having left here on Feb.4,returning

Feb.21. Iuce trip and & good vacation,but nowork. Now my job is

to get back to mormal end do a little work for a change. Attended the
ennual meeting of the “airehild Tropical Garden at Coconut Grove: day after

my arrivel in Florid end left next night for Hayana.

Today while I was typing this came a shipment of three
bundles of Fiji plants from you which I have turned over to Dr,
Smith. On all these bundles I take off the stamps which are Teserved

for ultimete delivery to you. So far I haven't been tempted te take even

a set of them for our N.Y. wealthy angel who is also an ardsnt

stamp eollector and to Whom I turn over =all the ones I receive other
then mill run of common issuss. A nice gesture of good will ,Tor when

T need a 1ittle extra money for some special purpose,this is usually
8 good spurce for & judieious touch.

Hope that you will meke & serious attenpt to get into some of
the Tegions in Fiji wheras the original vegetation hasn't been too badly
altered by the zetivities of encient and modern man,for these are the

nleces whepe one rinds the really interesting species,endemics,
endigsns,ste.etc. I teke it that St.Jchn wesn't very successful in

his attempt to botanize in the remote interior because of lack of time
and continuous rein, Maybe one hes to selesct the season and so cannob

be entirely his own nmaster.
Very truly, yours

g Let ma mow by Tostal when v
mey !Iow B on” Lts"—.-.'fl"]i by tab

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
ARNOLD ARRORETUM, JAMATCA PLAIN, MASS,, U.S.4,

i, Jamaics Plain, Mast. Farlow Herbarium and Library, Cambridge, Mass.
of the Arnold Arboretum, Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass.
/ Cuba Harvard Forest, Petersham, Moz,
Lambri i, The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for
Cambridge, Mass. Botanical Research
Teb,1,1941

Dear Degener: 5 T
Yesterday came s letier from the Ejgh Commissioner

: _gf introduction I gave to lrs. aArchbold
g = wished to accomplish could or coild
not be done® a very nice lstter which I answered this morning,wiiich
reminded me that perhans it might be in order for me to write again
to in view of the fact that I mentionad you 'ppiriea;;yf%gﬁav‘»
Jetter to the High Commissicner. I sort of read between the lines
4n the last letter received from you that some econditions on
the Cheng Ho ware not too satisfactory and have thought 1% vossible
that you might sever connect’'ons provided you could securs & permlts
+o0 remaln in Fili for calleching; maybe thers will be another:
letter from;¥gu in the next mail, d.e.,llonday. Byt I am leaving
for Cuba on éasday Beobe awyay for st lsast two wesks. I tried to
get my last letter to you-airmall via Tos Aligedes to catch a .
boat out,as I noticed a statement regarding the closing 'of" ¥ -
mails from Boston. L S .

I have talked with Smith and he can handle enything that
‘comes up in my abgence,as he is authorized to sign for me aund to
approve bills. The grant that I "dangled before your ayes'
was & modest one,for I pannot go beyond @ 500.00 and,with
present conditions,would prefer to make 1t smaller---you genr under-
sftand this from your own experisnce where jyou have to keep expenditures
withdn certain bounds. But you mever gave me the data I asked Tor
as to how we could Torward funds in case yon need monsy while in i 1 5. 28
What banks -- I sunpose probably a branch of some Austrellan,perhaps
a Cangdisn ons. Can funds be cabled to Suva ? . If you have enough
to"get bye” on in Fiji,assuning that you may stop thers for col-
lecting,then we eould make our settlement later; but if you need
Tunds we should krow how we can zat them to you expeditionsly,
draft by meil,or cabled fundse.
I enclose & label we had preparsd for the first lot of

material you sent which T hope will be satisfactory. resterday
ceme thrée more packages,but these were placed in fumigation
immediately on delivery end I Haven't seen the neterial,as I was
in Cagbridgs at the time.

Smith says that in your firet lot some of your "numbers" were
very large ( & Tew 1 suppose); he estimates 25 specimens Tor = few.
Many are,of course smaller,which will mean very ragged sets. We
both think that roughly 16 specimens per number should be ample,
for smell seis_are difficult to dispose of whether by =ale or on

exchange. G_anted that if we were to use all for exehanges,which
of course we shall not do; I judge that many of the "sets" would be

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




relatively small.

L r
Stould matters develop to a point where we actually meke a g_rant‘

%o cover the"expenses of cooperative field york"we will have to werk
out some scheme that will be mutuelly satisTactory to you and to =
the Arboretum as to how the duplicates should be handled. There
really no difficulty here as I an sure that we can work together.
For the present we shall,of course,do nothing more that take put.
s set for nounting and get material into the hands of a few
specialists. All details can wailt ( other then these) until
shall have finished your present botanical raid and are egal
settled down in Eonolulu.

I am clipping the stemps on your packages %o be returned &
yvou in Honolulu,knowing you to be an ardent stamp collector. I
going to hold this over until lionday morning to see if the fTirsd
delivery brings in anything new from you as to your problems and
plans. &

ary.
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In any further corraspondence
refer 1o Ne

Telephona No.: B 1541

Tolegraphic Address :
" Agricallsre.”

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND STOCK

BRISBANE. B.7,
g8th January, 1941.

Dear Mr. Degener,

In clesring up some specimens that
had not been placed awey in the Herbarium, I
came acroess your No. 11069 collected by you
on the 25/2/37 ae Ficus stenocarpa F, Muell.?

It is certeinly not that species which
igs very common in coastal Queensland. I have
also seen it in New Caledonia.

}“ s If times were more normal I would suggest
that you send specimens to Mr. V.S. Summerhayes
at Kew for identification. Mr. Summerhayes has

a very excellent knowledge of figs, and as you
probebly know, has done a lot of work on them.

The last word I had from Kew was that
it had been rather badly bombed in spots, bui
fortunately so far the Herbarium building had
got off with a number of broken panes.

With kind regerds,

Yours truly, o
- G TRt
- e

COVERNMENT BOTANIST.

Mr. Otto Degener,
Waialua,
OAHU . T .H.

N

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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¢ 3 Dec.14,1940
1
Dear Degener: . ;
, Your letter of Nov.25 has just arrived,and I am o
X * writing to Miss,Reay by this same mail,copy of my letier enclosed. {
[ *Thanks for your intersest in the matter. T hope that something rveally |
good will develor. Ineidentally I wrote you by ordinary mail,about the

time you were leaving Honolulu,in care of the Harbhormaster,Suva,
} indicating that Smith and I hoped that you would plan fto spend some
SN time in Fiji after the eruise of the Chang Ho ends,with yiew to
making & real botanical raid there; and Smith enclosed an outline
indiecating desireble places to visit ete.,and gave the names of
people who epuld help if they are still in Suba. I suppose that
this reach®d you OK.
as,l suppose that you will find some small and large
flies in the ointment, but don't eat em alive, You will soén £ind out
what can and what can't be dons on such a cruise as the projected one
of the Teng Ho. We are counting on some fine collesctions as
we seem to be getting into our stride on New Guinea,the
Solomons,ew Hebrides,etc. Robbins is going to loan us the enormous
Polynesian card index I built up in Manila and in New York,and
Smith and I plan to complete it by inclusion of items from
various new spurces ( I have added nearly 600 titles to my
Fplynesian bibliography),and maybe we will go ahead in "digesting"
the data,now on cards,with view to preparing and publishing
a Bibliographical Enumeration of Folynesian plants,something like
the large volume I"@id "on Bormeo,
Keep us as well posted as you can as to where you plen
to go,and when you hope to be back in Suva. I asked in the letter
referred to that you give me data as to air mail connections,
banks or similar agencies,telegraphic communicatlons,etec. as to !
Suva; for it may well be that there mighe be¥ a need of a little "push"
in getting funds to you in case you do find it pssible to stay over in
Fiji after the cruiseor cruises of the Teng Ho end. I indicated a
modest grant from AA funds,and that it might be as high as § 500.00,
I gave you the reasons why we wanted extensive Fiji collections, !
to use the duplicates as a clhb to make certain individuals in Hawall ‘
toe the mark---you amigo ST has his eye on Fiji and We wish to be
in a position to make him "open up". I think I told you that in !
all the years that I had been on the "staff" of the B.M. that I hed
never recelved ang duplicate material at any institution-California, !
New York,or here; but_after I left N.Y. some of the Guam stuff went Xkmx |
there---now I am supposed to know something about the Guam flora
and could have Belped considerably had I been given a chance to look
at some of the material; and could have obviated some terrible blunders
in identificetions ineidentally. Well,enough of this.
I shall be in Miami on Feb.6,and after that a week or so in
Cuba .as the Atkins Institution, Cienfuegos. Other than this trip nothin
more “than yery short ones stare me in the face,so I expect to be on
the Job here practically all the time . The stage Is set for
work on Fiji with Smith on the Job here. So more power to Tou. !
With best wishes,and my regards to Mrs.Archbold and other
members of the expedition,

Very tr?li Vi ; .(21
Hunt Institute for Botanical %ocumentatlon
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY

¥
Ly
L] nmmm JAMATCA PLATN, MASS., U.S.A. ;
-

"

Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, Moass, Faﬂwﬂmﬂ Library, Cambridge, Mass. )
Atkins Institution of the Arpold Arboretum, Gy quuﬂm.. Cambridge, Mass. I"

 Boledad, Cienfurgor, Cuba Harvard Forest, Petersham, Mass, & :
Botanical Garden, Cambridge, Mass. The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for --'.,':a
Botanical Museum, Cdudrmigf Maes. Botanica! Research ’
Bussey Institution, Jamaiea Plain, Mass.

Hpvember 18, 1940 g @ 4

e

pard just received announcing the time of your departure, wit'
Suva, Best luck and buen viaje. We hope that everything will

and you win have the uppurtm making really significant y
- ollections. I have today written . Archbold at Suva, as the&' oF:
pail m@g an .;ﬁnl&mtj,c. letter fmm hnt' written on the Monterey, telling me

that = 1 mﬁﬂnlﬁies ‘had been inn ut and that the Cheng Ho had arrived

ﬁel‘ that if possible for you to do so that you
: Fiji after the expedition returans to Suva.
your information. We are so much intrigued
interested in Fijien flora and is
‘thoroughly competent to work utarial B~ - - that * illin= to commit the
LJ.. fb‘l‘ at least s modest gubsidy, saceld sof duplicates, i
: : your acc qunt S <h.’ proposition N
We co d control the dispt - setg =nd use this material |
'rél‘:é.'l.eitmta. As yorFknoy,. on- evw - -ae,r. L' “e, and St. John isn't,
T on eny material if-I know him, and if my hunch on the 3.M. situation
2y 8 w“nﬁ(ﬁ. ,If we hed some importent collections from Polynesim, Melanesia, or whaf
o 1o & that tha‘-l.il. needed, then I could "telk turkey' and make them come 8crogs, OF = = = .
. ~ think 3 40 the general effect that I could only conclude that ia spite of
4 &1l that I have to help the B.M. (Bibl. and Polynesian cerd catalogue), that thg_‘
present regime there were in u,nt on not letting any Polynesian material get into my
! hands for fear that I might break out end describe a Polynesian species or tmo.
Wouldn't it be just tao bad

~1 “enclose & ntatmt prepared hy-
by this possibility - - - for m‘t&i

Smith end I are planning to amplify and complete the Polynesian card
index if we can get a loan of the N.Y. set, and I think we can, I have nearly 600
additional titles in my unpublished supplement to the Polynesian Bibliography, and
! 1 may or mey not have duplicate slips prepared for the additions that we shall male.
I really am 80 fed up on the nerrow attitude of the Honolulu botznical "leaders" that
I do not feel at all disposed to continue assisting as I have in the past. 5o you see,
feeli ; as I now do, a aice FLji collection would give us a really "BIG STICK I

Hunt Institute for Botanical Dnr‘umpritaf'-‘



'-_ I said "modest subsidy" beceuse I am not & prophet and cannot see very
| far into the future. Under anything epproaching normal conditions I would say you
might expect several hundred dollers, if we do not have to revise budgets downward
on gecount of reduced income; if you can arrange to spend a ressonable amount of time
n Fiji I would be willing to set up at least $500.00 on account of this Fiji venture.
ut even under reduced income, there are other possille sources of funds if we have
really good proposition that appeals to at least one of our wealthy supporters.
here is no need to be more specific now, for if you can manage to stay over in Fiji
and cen assemble good collections, as I kmow you can, then matters can be settled to
\.-:n__n.'_r mutual satisfaction later; i.e., either by our underteking to determine material
and making up sets to be disposed of on your account, or by our subsidizing you during

th% time you are to remain in Fiji. °

In any case pleese look into the possibility of our Deing able to cable |
nds to Fiji: i.e., the name of the benk, etc., and if eir meils are operating. We
d hove the University cable funde which would be the guickest way, or if eir meils
: 1able, send an air meil letter. I assume that you will have some personal
Eh you so that speed may mot De essential in reference to possible transfer
D: ey to you in Fiji - - - you see this is based on an assumption that all will be
well with you and that we shall be in a position to meke the advance if and when the

time comes.

\

i -

I enclose & memorandum that I asked Dr. Saith to prepare for you.

b Very truly yours

QT Weenrizg
E. D. Merrill
Director

EDN:CG
Encl.

“““Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation—~
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Washington, D. C.
November 18, 1940

Dear Otto:
According to various reports you are at lpnst embarked and on your

way. I got your card, asking for oredentinls from the U. 8. D. A., tut
Yr, Morrison sald he had been down and tallced to the State Dept. people
and had given them full msmsurances about you and the rest of the party,
eo that no letter would be necessary,

As space seems to be at a premium on the vessel, I would suggest
that each time you get to a port where mail can be sent, you ship your
accumulationa back, by mail if the package is small, Dby freight if large,
And be sure to wrap the plants in waterproof tar-paper or something of the
gort, with nepthalene or paradichlorbenzene, and tle the plants between
boards. Probably if you shipped them here there would be less red tape
getting them in, I would be glad to take care of them for you, and to
get them sent to whereever you say. In fact, I will divide them into sets,
gend groups to specialists, identify the obvious ones, and do everything
but write the labels, if you want me to., Merrill will, I think, publish
anything that can be got out on groups or jslands very promptly, I am
going to talk to him about the whole proposition as soon as he comes down
here, or at Philadelphia next month. As for the extra duplicates, sell
them, by mll means. If your stuff is in good shape, you ghould be able to
get 15 or 20 cents a sheet.

If you can find the time, and are not too seasick, I would suggest
that you write up all the notes you can collect on the various islands,
with a view to gaing the material in floraa of the islands. TFor example,
if you do visit the Ellice Islands, collect even the common things on
all the islands. There are no mountains there. Write up good notes, then
we can publieh a flora of the Ellice Is, when the material is worked up.

1 have the beginnings of such a flors already compiled, and it would not be
too much work to complete it with your material. Also, if you do visit
Rennell and Bellona Islands, I have a flore paptly writtenm of the few
things known from there, and you could without doudt multiply the number
of species by ten, many of them new. By all means get up onto the

platesu at Rennell, nnd get everything in sight. If you return through
eastern Polynesia, remember my interests there, too.

Did you finally get to take your Filipino boy along? I hope so.

If you come to the East when you come back, plan to spend a gond
wnile with us., We have pleaty of room,

Please give Mrs. Archbold my best regards.

Aloha from both Violet and me, and we hope you don't get as seasicl

as 1 did, 5
Ry e

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Dalagatan 72,
Stockholm, Sweden,
November 15,1940,

¥r, Otto Degener,

:%"1—“‘“ Oghu, A

Dear Degenert: - )

Recently I received from you two series of leaves for Bo
IV and a proof-sheet with the new description of Lipochaeta tenujs
var., Sellingii, evidently sent by you at different times, finally
also a letter, dated April 3, in which you wrote that Sherff had con=-
firmed the belief I remember you had already when the new Lipochaeta
was collectedt it is a variety of tenuis. I was glad to get all these .
things and I want to thank you ever so much for your kindness to (
send them, I hope that this letter will reach you and that I shall
not get it back with the common note that the postal communications
do not work.

This year has been a long military service year even im
this country. I was sent to Royal Military College School at Karl-
berg Castle near Stockholm, When this course was finished 1 4 month
ago, I got permission for some months to spend my time at th; univer-
3ity. Now I am devoting all my time to the Hawaiian bog material
(pollen analyses). I am glad to be able to push this study forward
again, =

Skottsberg will become 60 years of age on the 18t of Decem-

ber. Swedish botanists are going to publish three botanical voblimes

in honor of himjy they will also coin g medal with his portrait on, \

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



and a big copy of this medal will be placed somewhere in the Insti-
tution Building in Gothenburg Botanical Gardena.

Finally I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Ymar.
With best wishes and kindest regerds to you and to Emilio,

Sincerely yours,

.‘r_,% Q{ofﬂJ&u«.}

\

N\
\

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




HARVARD U'NIVERSITY

> OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR O
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD unmnan"r
AINDLI_) umm. JAMATICA -t.mt. ns;I U.B.AL

Avosid Arbiyetans, Jamista Plats, Mo mg:m“”“““ (it
A\ T8 TEatitariva o T A ol A Aorstitin; Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, 3 Mas.

‘“"’ o, Clonfusgos, Cuba Harvard Forest, Petersham, Moss.

Botanical Gerden, Cambridge, Mos. The Maria Moors Caba Foundation for
Botaniical Museum, Cambridge, Mas. Botanical Research

Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, Mass.

Oct. 31, 1940 II

Dear Dagener: e 1
Got back £hila and U.Y.ye th A combined f
I'hiladelvhia<lley Yerk lent cold,and staj d all day |

This morning I fould 3 osHeard indicat fng el'w in start for Suvas
T had written ‘uing racently thinking that pr&’ﬁeblv you wers "on your
way". I ha™@®ors of yectad that there mimght mipght be some
dirfficuities in relation Sese poris,sailing perrits,efc., but T
note that this situation is now complicated by withdrawal of cerbain
sliing. J.s% How maitiers ecan be sdjusted no lo se ; bub the delay
will &t lesSs give you an oqp01\u1u1-u of finding oubt more about
objectives,space, etc.efc.,dnan rod could possibly do by corrgsponienge,

T susj.ect,frcu:\ put*.‘_nﬁ fvwio snd two tec,a'ﬂ gr,; that TFairehild
nad certein difficulties in rsfarence to the ':v-{:“arauen of ‘botaniesl
gpecimens,perhaps. begause of inadenuate space; bubt I would neyer suspgch
thet an indovidual 1ike Fairehild would improvise and adabbs. Ang I
suspeect that success on a trip loke the proposed ome will be larpzely due
to one abllity to improvise and to sdapt himself to what is evailable.

Anywey,l héne,now that yvou have actually nlannad to Zo,

that afrappments can be made for the irip and that if you do get svay,
tne t¥ip wili be successPul.

Take advantage of this opportuniiy of
appreci@tion of the courtesies you egxtended to iirs.
was in Honolulwus Bhe is due home thﬁV 5

ressing my personsl
errill while she

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation "W
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DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

MICHIGAN STATE COLLEGE
oF AGRICULTURE AND APPLIED BCIENCE
EAST LANSING

October 29, 1940

Mr. Otto Degener,
Waialua, Oshu, T.H.

My dear Mr. Degener:

Your leiter of October 10 reached me about & week &go
but the specimens did mot arrive mntil yesterday afternoon.
T have counted these over hastily znd there are approximately
160 nmumbers, a few of them identified as to species, more identi-
fied ag to genus only and most not identified at all.

In view of the fact that you charge ten dollars per
hundred for your Hawaiizn Herbarium Specimens which are completely
jdentified and ready to be mounted, I do not think we would be
justified in paying &t the rate of ten cents & specimen. I am,
however, making a requisition Tor ten dollars to cover the lot.
This would be a little over six cents apiece per specimen. T
cannot send you a check for the amount because the red tape
invelved requires that your eignature must be had on the official
paper before you can receive the money. The purchasing agent will
send you this requisition and the papers requiring your signature.

1 envy you your chance to collect in the various Pacific
Isles. Be careful not to fzll off the boat and be eaten up by a
shark or what is perhaps equally fatsl, don't get yourself eaten
up by some cannibal native o some of the islands where you stop.
With your knowledge of the Pacific Islends' flora, I think you &re
especislly well fitted to make & trip of this kind. Of course, if
you eghould see leaf Pungi and fungi on herbaceous stems which can be
pregsed and handled in the same way as you would the higher plents,
you may be sure that I would be tickled to death to receive these,
provided the host is named at least to the genus.

Dur Fall weather is well underway but we have had nice
Indian Summer most of the time. Today is rainy and dark. We have
had & few frosts but right at present, the temperature cutdoors
is sbout 55 degrees.

T am keenly anticipeting my return to the Hewaiian Islands
sometime in the future. That will be several yeare distant, if ever.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




__Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentaﬁ%i‘f--



TR TN

THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM
- HARVARD UNIVERSITY |

. . JAMAICA PLAIN, MARS., U.5.AL !

r Oct, 24, 1940

Mp. Otto Degener
SBuva

Dear Degener;

WI don't know for certain that you will receive a letter so
v!ﬁuely gddressed, but I am afreid that 1t is too late to address
you at Wallua. Dr. Merrill says that he wrote you to Hawail yesterday,
- "but since you expect (expected?) to leave Honolulu the latter part of
Ogtober, I hardly see how his letter will reach you. As you may
have heard, I have abandoned New York for Arnold, snd now have the
Aintention of resuming my work in the Pacific which was barely begun
on my Fijlan trip in 1933-34. Hence; you may imagine,; I was pgreatly
interested to hear thal you are accompanying lLirs. Arehbold, and this
letter is primarily to assure you that any plants you may obtain will
‘be promptly studlied, if you will follow Dr. Merrill's suggestion and
send them to us, As he doubtless told you, we would prefer to handle
the whole collectlon here, making it up into sets which can be
distributed as you decide. I hope you.are planning to collect in
at least several sets - as doubtless you are. This will not be a hardship,
&8 you will Tind many places where specles are few and you will i
need volume to keep you busy. I don't know how much of the collect- “
lon you would like to handle personally, but if you will permit us to
do the sorting and the routine determinations, we will of course u
send you any special families you want to work on, although I doubt .
1f Honolulu is as good a place for study of the western Pacifioc as J
Arnold. The smount of New Guinea and Solomon meterial hers is already
lmpressive, but it ecan stand a great deal of addition.

¥our route is gomething of a mystery to me, but I might mention g
. a.few of the places .you may visit which need collecting. Doubtless .
. ¥ou kaow a lot more about %I_,x___e reglon than I and the followin

i - I2igou have any time in FiJL, we are mOBl,Ln

material m high el ?ati.ﬁgﬂg on Viti Levu. _ You knﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁs

collection there; but it 1s my impression that he spenf too shobt .

tame on the central plateau (Kt. Monivatu) to do much intensive works: =

Lf you should by any chance have as mUch as a couple of months 4n

F13i, this is the area most needing work, buf it can hardly be .

| atvempted in less time. I feel that I covered the southern slopes of

| Vanus, Levu pretty well. Of the smaller islands, there are many - e
whieh have never been visited, but on the whale they are not exciting

f botanically. If you male = cruilse through Lau, the southern ieland, -

Ono-i-law, sounded interesting to me because of its comparative + 8
lsolation. '

If I understand Mrs., Archbold's plans, you will be travelling S oa
westward and will perhaps pass through the lew Hebrides, which are ol
Even more uncollected than Fili. Any material at m1l from this proup L .
ie bound to be interesting and to contain novelties. In :reneral: J - -
85 you certalnly appreciate, the best collecting is on the sunmits

! and on the wel slopes approaching them. If you have any choice in

‘ the matter and have a period of some weeks ashore in the New Hebrider, o &

Hunt:Institute for Botanical Documentation:



I suggest as an objective the higher hills on Espiritu Santo, which

' et up to 1680'm., higher than anything An Fiji. But anything, with. &
the exception of the coastal and mangrove areas, in the New Hebrldes
will be worth a large slice of time. From the Sante Cruz group we
Have essentlally no materisl and anything will be welcome:

) If you continue to move west, of course the best bet in the

whole Pacific, as you know, is the Solomons. Here you cdn Just .-
piclk up any plant you find, away from the coast, with some assurance .
that 1t will be 2 novelty or a new record. Personally, 1f-giten.anx
cholce, I would head for the interiors on the larger islands like
lalaita, Guadalcanal, and Ysabel. I have no idea of what work in
the Bolomons will be 1like, but I don't doubt that a period ofwd weelk

i or two on an island would let you reach a pretty good elevations,

' I don't suppose your perby will get Tarther west into the Bismarck §faq1
or New Guinea proper, but there of course any material 1s "jewelry.

b Eut work in that region probably needs a big party and to get inta

F--— the interior by onéself is out of the question. INew Caledonia, if you
' % @o there, is full of endemics which are not represented in American
-, herbaria..
u

; Well, I guess I have mentloned the western groups which you are .
lidtely to vislit, and anyway this information will be unneccesary to
Joi. I do hopé, however, that your collecting won't be circumscribed
by & boat-to-shore system, You must plan on being:-left behind at
Bood "bridgeheads" and plcked up later by the boat, s0 you can spend
some weeks 1ln the interiors. Collecting.within a day of the shores
will of course produce some swell things, but the real important work
means living in interlor villages and camps at the bases of mountains.

E" I have been here at Harvard only a fevw weeks, but it 1s going to
i be extremely pleasant living and working here. Of course, the herbarium
I’ isn'f In the good condition that New York is, due fo lack of space, l
but we are hoping to remedy that eventually. Probably I shall do less |
on B, America in the future and more in the Paelfie; especially the !
western part, and 1n this connectlion you undersiand my interest in
Yyour trlip and my personal desire to see that the eollection 1s handled
here, where I belleve we are befter equipped te do it than elsevhere
srica., I hope you will have occasion to visit us after your .
s o :
°  _In Buvayou may se *'£;?16£5ﬁ§*dcqn§“n, ces, ik
‘you letters of introduction since you will doubtless meet th
jﬁ otherwise. Please get acguainted with, and give my regards to:
a Sirslaynard Hedstrom (Morris Hedstrom Ltd.) who will give you some
" invaluable connections for work within Fijis Mr, A. L. Armstrong,
olonial Secretary's 0ffice, who can provide you with introductions %o
R :striet Commissioners, etc.; Ratu Sukuna, same office or perhans i
*° Biall District Commissioner of leu (most helpful ‘person in FiJi, as to |
e establishing contacte with matives); Mr. Allport Barker, ‘editor of the !
Iopal paper: Mr. George Barker, in charge of the Museum. But let me i
warn you not to let the latter loan you a halfcaste "assiatant" named !
; ! ‘Charlie Jesse (no good). In fact, I advige you throughout to hire |
y e native laborers and not those who are o little better than the
average or spoiled By contact with Zuropeans. (You know this I'm sure). !

them

2 2 Well, this is*$oliwlsh you the best of luck and cood health, ete. |
1 Plense let ug know where we can reach you by mail and write occasfionally |
(s o either Dr. Merrill or'me. You may be sure that I'1l think of you

L often durinz the long Beston winter,

™ Hunt Institute for Botanical Doglifesietion if
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 Farlow Hesbrium and Library, Combridgs, Mose.
* d!‘lj‘ Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass.

#\’lrﬂ Forest, Petersham, Maxs.
3 The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for .
Botanieal Research

Uet. 23,1940

I hava your letters of Uet.9 ang Uct.1l, but de nob
tnow whether oz.not Ii.J eacli"~you befors you leave
Tor Suva; if. 70y -sl.ull i hlefs vou lave nede

in eldsses) Forwe

I“‘E\r;r_..“m" arded. 1
Tlav-’ no id toueh '..'i.t_l“. the e i

s the jesia. 1 think that
:,rou ha aTledhions. There are no

o naygcalle®
ver gl jeate 1 1

‘*s nate !""#:u Arno lc.,-.
2':!.(3-.14_\] not be,ddsmaed of As
that "for =z set” a’
LB .

narticular strinzs.on
and third :mts ctc.'-.-
to do with shg j
Washington.
herbarium.
you indicat
0 your

anyth il'!.r—’.
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D. C.

October 17, 1940

Dr, Otto Degenger
2220 Universlty Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaii

Dear Dr. Degenger:

Thank you very much for the copy of
your Flora of Hawaii containing the grass descrip-
tions we wanted, which you have kindly contributed
to the Library of the Grass Herbarium, I appreciate
this very much. A

Yours sincerely,

W@M

Agnes Chase,
Custodian of Crasses.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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" pear W Degener :

| ‘) e -;-?Jn‘imborlz,1940. : i
_ _ J
I hdve just gottem your -.'o.hr-d- and lenrn of your proposed trip l
to Melanesia. Cnngmt'ulntionﬁ', I know “bhat you have wanted to do 1
just this thing and I am glad 'bhnt you are to have the oh;nae to go
down under. I am sending this ] )piug it maiirench yau in tize to bid ol
you Alcha t.mi bon voyage and alL that and to ask that you send me a ‘

letter from the vnripus isdands you ere on and paststhem up véry well I
I with seb& of their stamps :o I can have them for my col']:‘e'c't.tnn. I will

.gls.dly ru‘iﬂbm"as You fer thé}r wst. I have one from auch plnne I have

been and right now they aru in display in one of our book sturc wimiowa. ]
| " I can give you no infomtion you do nect already know other than ‘
: to suggest that you will be taking out good insurance by taking your . | |
Iu pressing papers with you. You may 'nel eble to pick them up but it is
my e perience .tl_'l:lt_one often has difficulty in getting paper in thess
-outlmdish 'pl-wea because tha pspers are not many and tha.ra are nume:"ous‘ e

uses i‘or W after they have bsen passed around through num

hands. I would teke ell I eould possi'bly be alloved.

I envy you your trip end wish I.could zo slong !r;tﬁ'ym?. Piok
= %

" up all dodders (doubt your finding nn.ﬁy, if nny) for me. / . t‘.lfs on . A
{ .
" the melanesian pepa‘. if I ever get the work in hand .dongh_. -
‘_ 4
! ‘.3 Arain let me say take care of ynurulf have & auiﬂ;, t%me ANAE o J
rlct me haur from you from time to time if'you can .f'iml fima to drops ‘& \,' r.
3 i |
Hape. of TR aacn 2 B |
\ Aloha and best ms};:,s \ \* ERE A
» L . - e |
: /] // _. ’-‘.:.-'l‘
] \ L af {_a‘ .¢ :;‘. . -. ’i! [
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JOSEFH R. SWAN

THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN

BRONX PARK (FORDHAM BRANCH P. O.)
NEW YoRK. N. Y.

ViCE-PRESIDENTS
HENRY DEF. BALDWIN
JOHN L. MERRILL

DirecToR
WILLIAM J. ROEBINS

Uctobsr 10, 1940

dr. Ottoc Degener
Walalua
Jahu, T. H.

Deer iir. Degener:

I have word from Dr., Merrill
that The New York Botaniecal Garden is to have a

set of plants from your proposed Meglsnesian trip.

This is in answer to your post card advising us
of your arréngements. Good hunting!

With kind regards,

£i

William J. Rebbins
Dirsctor

ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY =
ARNOLD ARSORETUM, JAMAICA PLATN, MASS,, U.5.A.

Arnold Arboretim, Jamaica Plain, Mass. Flﬂwﬂuhﬂn',lndlﬁhwy o Cambridge, Mas.
AWIINWM&EMAW Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass,

 Soledad, Cienfusgos, Cuba Harvard Forest, Patersham, Mass.

Botanleal Garden, Combridge, Mo, mﬂm-ﬂmmmﬁr

Botanical Museum, Cambridge, Mass. Botanical Research
Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, Mass, '

Qct.8,1940 o

Dear Degenexr:
I.rs.arch‘bold wrote me from Washington just before
ghe left Por San Francisco yesterdey that she wes having some passport
difficulties,or perhaps "permit” difficuliies but sesmed to be opfho-
mistic that evemhing would ba worked out setisfactorilgy. Today
I had a note frofp Jobbins ouobing you as sayling that & set shouid go to
"X Yes,by sll means,and sll you have to do 1s %o make the
sugzgastion or recommendation. Mrs.A, indicated telme that she
would 1ike to have the eolleetlion handled through thg Arboretums;
that is,in a way she 4 id, for she sant a suggested Torm of
Wcraina for Hherbarium 1.-313313. Swingle and ;osberg have interested
her in a set for Weshington,mhich is OK. New York onszht fto have
g set,and I might sey would sutomatliceldy Teceive one if the material
be handie d through the Al,. There ogght to be anunderstanding
that a set would zo to Hew or the British Museum in view of the
Tagt that you, will visit Britisli posessions if the irin comes off
es plenned--~this always helns in getting pemnits atc.,..nd is,of course,
g logical thing to do. THere aren't any definite 1nsfrucuicns,
other then suggestions for the Asx and Vashington,and have an idesa
that we will have practically & free hand on the d istri‘bution of
sets, jist as Hichard Archbold left in my bhands the distribution
of the Hew Guinea material---the understanding here is that
stud y set remains here,first duplicate set to Leilden and sacond
to Buitenzorg; obtherwise I have full descretion in the distribution ef
the material, :
Ingidentally I don't think that yvou mneed bother too much over
IrsumunX French yises ;as you may net visit any French posessionss
If you can get them;then OK., but I wouldn't hasitate to start
without them,
You -will remember that,space probably being at vramium
on the Cheng Ho,I suggz nsbeﬁ shipping materisl from time to tima
rather then attar pLing to keep the s ntire collection together on
the Uheng Ho; and I sugpested that you might ship direct to the AlA
or to Honolulu. Use your own best judgement. After all we are
interested in reasonably comprehensive collections from an
interesting region,and details can be worked out later to the
sag}sfaction of all concerned. I do hope that everything we—ks out
well.
I wrote Mrs.A. about your Tilipino sssistant sugmesting bthat
it would probably be OK if he bunked with the crew and hook
Dotiunek wi She said that she would talk with you about the
mather '-'onol‘i"_'.l. This may be the solution to the

Problen n“ taking ‘.."’.-
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¥ 1101 - 21 8t. 3.
Arlington, Va.
Octd 6, 1940

Dear Otto:

Yesterday evening I had tea with your charming
‘hostess-to-be, Mrs. Archbold, at ler home, and answered
questions of all sorts about the South Seas, efic., looked
at pictures taken on her other expedition in the lo1uceas,
and blew your horn in great style, The boat you are
going on is smazing.

I looked over the bundle of plants the other day
that you sert to me at the office. All are Kubisceae
except one Diospyros. Someone had detached part of the
stamps, end the others are safely reposing in my desk
at the office, where I won't be able to ge¥® them in time
to put in this letter, as I am leaving tomorrow morning
for a ten day trip to Cape Hatteras.

Now for a few espg,’.‘:__inl desiderata to look for on
your trip. On coral islends (low) and beachesgof pthers

you should find Hedyotis romanzoffiemsis (0.5-1 m. tall,
thick obovate leaves, ﬁ 1 green Tlowers m hidden

by the leaves, and comsplecuous purple and wh berries

the si %‘ ATbl )% gfn_h&_l not been reported from the

western P, > but is probably there. ok especially

in Fiji. hex Beies of Hedyotis, of wilwerse aspect,

should be 'on eleveted coral limestone. gesychotria will

be evérywhers, most-likely, - MGg'; ,0f them. will look somevhat

like Straus hapi th longer corodlams Don't

be afra u will get toq; y of the same. es. Thee

rﬁ'&gzens of species th¥#t look mich alike, . get matM™pial
g terminal buds with their surrounding Stipules,

otes on color and odor of corolla, color and fleshyndss
x :t;. Approximate altitude of loealityiwill be of much’
Interest. Get Lepidium bidentstum wherever you find it, .
On th@eraised coral islands, and others t0o, you will find |
species of Ixora with only a few flowers (3-10) bg#esen d
large cordate bracts. I would, like many collectibns from
each island, Apparently most islends have at lenst one
endemic speoie@e, Of courss I would 1lks to spe ruch matetial
of Diospyrg fRd thers will be lots of different ones,
e 1 i¥sting, on low islands snd beaches,£if you
¢ nd Quyarf Bragrostis, similar to E. peuvers and my
. whitneyt, Thew shold be there. Audtralia %o Christmas
sland“is togibdg d gep. I would like to see mater#al of
Pisonia (C s¢8kic.) from as many places as possible,
Also € verious-forms ol Boerhssvia. I pny have a white
rust, with attendant change in growth hablit, collact them
for'me. Theoreticelly I an writing a paper on this,
If you get to 8. E. Polynesia, keep an eye open for
i3, R geuys of tres ocmpn that I am interested
in, They have a huge head of Tlowars somewhmt like
Hesperomannia, Get color notes if in bloom,

Aloha, ({,‘ e .‘/

Bon Voyoge Trom us both.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Wernice 3. Bishop Museum

finnalulu, Hawaii

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to certify that Otto Degener,
American citizen of Honolulu, Heweii, is authori-
zed to colleet plants in the western Pacific on
behalf of the Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu,
Hawaii, to aid in the study of the botany of the
Pacific area. Any assistance given to him will

be highly epprecisted by this Museum.

(D= 56. Pude.

Director

October fourth, nineteen hundred end forty.

! .
Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

' GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
GROUND-WATER DIVISION
333 FEDERAL BUILDING. HONOLULU, HAWAII

October 2, 1940

To Whom It May Concerms

I have known Mr. Otto Degener for ten years intimately.
4 His grest ability in botany is shown by his handsomely illustrated
> five volumes describing Polynesian plants. He is a staff member
of the New York Botanic Garden and was formerly professor of

boteny at the University of Hawaii. His excellent character

and charming persomlity have won many steunch friends in Hawaii.

: f‘
/ yi
u’%’-' \,7€J’&ﬁrww
Harold T Stearms -
Geologist in Charge
Hawsiian Cround-Water Investigations

g

-
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Waialua o
Sept, 2oL
Dear Mrs, Archbold:

I just received letter of Sept. 22 which must hewe
Sept. 25 in the mails, The day before I hed cabled you
3%’::‘-;33:.% ;?-:; most wonder®ul invitetlon %o botanize in Melanesia,
I an most eager to go. On reeeiving your coble I began getting eqnmmt
t her, started veccination treatments, reserved passage on the terey,
made ary: 8 sbout my pessport and proper vis8. This last is 2
bit complicated es the Fremch consul here just resigned in protest to
Frence's capitulation,

Merrill is st present visiting her daughter in Honolulu., Some
wogsaao I invited thﬁ to come to dimmer out here at my beach place in
Waialua, My boy called for them in the car irn Homolulu and on the way
out stopped at the postoffice where he found your letter awaiting me, The
Merrill's and I then read it together, This wes quite a coineidence, |

Although lirs, Merrill is not a botemist, she ested I be a little

1 franker then in my previous lotter to you, Dr. Coulter aid "scers® ne
abity telling me the yacht would not have room for a trunk, I do not
need a xru.uk tut I fear for four months! collécting the necessary :,“3”"’

of blotters, driers lenterms, newspapers and poselbly ke:lghfe WO b
rather bolky - eaaiiy taking up ebout ss meh spnoe ag two ge trunks,
Perbaps some of this material could be shipped on mhead from Suva to one

of the iglands we plan to visit later on, Without sufficient newspapers

to dry wnd ntore the herbariun specimens, I would simply be lost, P

In my collecting I am rather greedy, really a gool quality. I do not

Just collect a few Boraps of speeimens but ioke an many as 25 of the same
kind if possible, In that way I have ample material to show vossible var-
datiouns in the plant, and have enough meterial to pend to many scientifie
institutions such as the Netionel ¥ugeum in Weshington, Armold Arboretum
Few York Botenieal Garden, Migsouri Botanioenl Garden, University of Michi-

' gen, Gr en, Leiden, Berlin Botanie Stoekholn, Geneve, Cornoll,

! Royal Botenic Gerden at Kew, eto, time must be spent in
collecting s plent and studying to have ample material

! to slhow for the effort, Ana nsn

, specimens of o Xind as 1% is to

often only a few sexmns of gome T t

study, Afier these have been pulled o

oribe and illustrete the variety,

in the museun] I therefore rrefer to err on

and this reguir

2 .
oll&g:ed end ‘availsble for
‘@lasected in order to des-
thm 15‘1;91‘:402 %t to p'gt
e greedy side if possibdle
es an ebundent supply of old newapapers. )

It hag boanrgtz;,otiu to distribtute ny plants for the most part gratis., I
e2 distribution is %o be our rrectice likewime in the Tuture.
I am no longer interested in keeping plants for myself after I have once
studied them, Hence I an gratually giving my rersonal set to the Bighop
Museum of Honolulu as a EiT%. I have even gone & bit farthbr, 4 ny re-
latives are in no neel, I made the New Yorlk Botanical Garden ny benefi-
clary five years 880 on ecndition they complete my Flore where I muat

Hunt Institute f lical Documentation



leave off, That is my privet bortritution tq Se e, & drop in the bPuck=-
et in comparison to your megnificent vndert

My second frank remerk concerns a possible assiptant. I have trained
mumerous boys to help search for and illustrate plants for my Flora of
the Hawelien Islands. The best of these is & bright, capable, pleasant
Filipino youth, Emilio Ordonez, formerly my house boy. %o doubt we can
find any mumber of native porters s These, however, would be little better
than just beasts of burdem., This ¥ilipino, if spece were avallable to
tuck him in, however, can colleet with some intelligemce, If you think
it wise to have him, he could make drawings of our choleest finds while
they are ptill fresh, and eould occupy himself changing driers, writing
lebels ané doing other time-oconsuming drudgery associated with preparing
our cateh, It would allow me more time %o note dowm color end other
fectures of our plante and %o amass & larger collection, If you diould ap=-

rove the eddition of this Filipino amaruensis, I would be only too glad
o defray his expenses. This is merely & suggestion I would never have
dared e without Mre. Merrill's remadk yesterday.

Many of the 1sl.nds jou have chosen %o explore are relatively unlknown
botenically. We should find many plants entirely new to Science, especi-,
&J; at higher elevations, I am eagerly looking forward 1o my arrival in

Boe

Sineerely,
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HARVARD jUNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF :
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY

ARNOLD ARBURETUM, JAMAICA PLATN, MASS,, U.5.A,
Dy

Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, Mass, Farlgw Herbarium and Library, Cambridge, Mas,
 Atkins Institution of the Arnold Arboretum,. Gmy Herbarium, Cambridgs, Maas,
 Boledad, Cimfusgos, Cuba Haryard Forest, Petersham, Moss.

cnical Garden, Cambridge, Must. “The Maria Moars Cabot Foundation for

Bo Museum, Cambridge, Mass.

Bussey [nstitution, Jomaica Plain, Mass. .

Sent. 27,1940

Dear Degene™r:
. Mys Archbold send me & copy of her cablegram'to you
and this fiorning she wrote that you had accepted her invitation to go
on the raid Trom Suva. I hope that it works out to the satisfaction
of all concerned. I sugzested to her that we would like to hmve
arrengments made that would insure a set of specimens coming to the
Arboretum; but it mey be that you mnay wish to go Turther sand send the
meterial,as collected, to us for ddentificatiin,distribution,etc. However
any arrangments that you make will be satisfactory. Dr.Smith has reported
gs Rehder's successor ( A.C.Smith 'of New York) and he is ouite inderested
in dipping further into Lielanesian-Polynesian problems. Somehbw we have
never been able to develop eny ¢noperation from the Hishop kuseum,in spite
of the fact that I have been & member of its staff for many years in an
adyisory capacity,and while I have done much bibliographical work,
and providsd a duplicate se t of species slips to the fuseum, I have
never dore much sactual work on I'olynesian plants. I have developed
- the idea that the botanists =&t the liuseum have adopted a sort of dog in
the menger pblicy,perhaps with the hope that they may be able to
do all or most of the work. Mow Smith,with sisht determinations from
ma;would be in e strategic position to go ahead on the general study of
any ¢ olleetions you may make,unless you prefer fio do this work yoursslf.
Let me know what you think about the mattsr.
_ Tavid Fairchild is here now and his experiences on the
; Fhilispine-Holueca trip wers naet all happy ones, but I thihk that this
is understandsble ,iT one knows the Falrchilds. I judge that variocus
members of .the grour "gct on each others nerves”. On a small boat and
with g limgted party,rore or less isolated for rather long periods,
the prime essential is to "play the game" and it in personally as closely
as possible, The botanical results of the fairchild trip were
negligible,tlie material brought back belng very limited,very hoorly
selected and nprepared,ete. Fairehild was affer viable seeds; took
very exztansive notes,a great number of phobographs,but,as in all his
other treve 1 work,neglected the botanical aspects; so that I haye the
proppact of trying to make determinations with insufficient material,often
only leaf specimens,for in the case of Ficus,ste.; whils Pfrults were
present,only leaves were preserved ! Imakzine how far one will get with
[ such material. I really do not know how much space Tor storage of
dried specimens,presses,etc. will be available,but you should lhok into this
as Tar as vossible before lsaving Iipnolulu. Fairchild sadd that the
space was limited and that he c ouldn't do much; but he never Was & botanical
! collector. I have an idea that you can work out space requlirements,and
would suggmest that you take with you a supply of ordinary unbleached vwhite
¢loth and sone parrafine: melt the parrafine and dip the cloth,useing

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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this to wrap your bundles of dried ép@éimns,l‘or you,will then have
this materisl in moisture proof packdses. It will probably be well

to' ship packages parcel Dost,or otherwise,from tima to time &8s you visit

places whers shipment may be made,and shipment mey be made Here or to

Honoluly as you prefer. ] 3

' . :%m wiat Ixirs chbold told me I feel cartain that she was ver

mich disappointed in the botanical results of the Tirsi expedition,and that

she will be ineclined to do all that she rpeasonably can to accomodate

a botanical colleetvr; i.s., & real one ,such as you are. ihitle you may

not alwavs be able to do what you would like to do,from limitations

as to time etc.,l do Hope that you will be =sble Lo get into the .

interior, i:e.,into forested regions. IT you can do this I know thae® you i

‘will grab everything in sight. i Jear e !

"' Tt may be that you may wish to take one of your trained essistants ”
J
1

with you to help in eollecting and in drying specimens. If so take this ,

up with krs.Archbold when she arrives in Honolulu,for I think that she would

agree,partic darly if the assistant were willing to take pot luek with

the crew. 1 L el _ . )
Ag time is getbing short I enclose a genersl letter of introduction

for your wee » If I can do anything else,please let me know.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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DorMoN & BUCKLEY
ATToRNEYS AND COUNSELLORS-AT-LAW
950 Rean Estare TrusT BUuILpiNG
SOUTHEAST CORNER BROAD AND COESTNUT STREETS
POILADELPHIA

HORACE PALL DORMDN
ELTON J BUCKLEY

April 18, 1940

Mpr. Otto Degener

2220 University Avenue
Honolulu

Hawall

Dear Mr. Degener:

I am a member of the Horticultural Boclety of
Pennsylvania, and we have in our library several volumes of your
admirable Flora Hawaliensie which places you in my mind as one of

the outstanding figures among the horticulturists of the Hawallan
@é!;{ Cll'ﬁ‘; Islands.

Late in 1938 my wife, an enthusiastlc amateur hortlculturist
end a very able "arranger",procured a few of the so-called
Wooden Roses, which after much effort I later had identifled as
the seed pods of IPOMOEA TUBERQSA, probably native in the West
Indies, but apparently more commonly found in the Hawaillan
Islande than eleewhere.

¥y wife and I have trled growing them from seed in a greenhouse
lere, with no success. We also tried growing them in central
Florida and suceeeded in getting the vines to grow, but all our
plants were killed by the umsually cold winter. We have some
evidence that a few Wcoden Roses have been grown in Florida,
but we have conecluded that Florida is not the place to grow
them, and we are now trying it in Puerto Rlco.

I am wondering if you would be kind enough to tell me what you
can about the habit.of growth of this plant, and to give me any
cultural hints which you think would help me to grow it success-
flly in Puerto Rlco. Unusual diligence on my part in going
through botanical and horticultural literature hag brought me
very little actual information.

Xy horticultural knowledge is very thin and I am not sure that

I ehall use technical Perms accurately. I have some authority
for believing that IPOMOEA TUBEROSA grows freely from both seeds
and cuttings. I have Just eent scome seeds to Puerto Rico. What

I am anxlous to know just now ie whether the plant is an "annual'
in the sense that it will produce flower, seed and seed pod in one
single year; or vwhether 1t ie a "biennial® in the sense that it
takes two years to produce flower, seed and seed pod.

I shall be obliged for any information which you may be able to
glve me, and I enclose stamped envelope for your reply. It will
be a pleassure to reciprocate your kindness if at any time I may be
able to render you some service in Philadelphia or in this section.

R Very t:‘m-.u*‘ =
_ Hunt Institute-foNBetaniéaiddeamentation
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Yew York Botanical Garden,
Bronx Park, New York City.
Aug. 27, 1934,

Prof. O, A, Stevens,
¥orth Dakota Agricultural College, |
Fargo, Horth Dakota. :

Dear Prof. Stevens:

The plant to which you refer in your letter of
Aug. 23 is no doubt Operculina tuberosa (1..) Meisen., an introduced
ornamental.

This an similar plants would not be in my "Plants of Hawaii National
Park" as that book concentrates on plants of a definite, circumscribed
region only. It, however, will be described and illustrated in my
"Flora Hawaiiensis"mor "New Illustrated Flora of the Hawaiian Islands®
now being published in fascicles. Book 1 of this workwas completed
last year and sells at $3.50 per copy. It contains ebout 100 full-page
illustrated descriptions similar to the sample pages enclosed. Book 2
is complete excepting for the cover which may reach me from the printers
within a month or two.

If you are interested, I shall be glad %o mail you Book I of my new
Flora on approval. I am selling it below cost of production,

Two plants occur in the Islands with fruits eimilar to Qnozc%pna

tuberosa, the one being Stictocardia campanulats and the other Argyreis
:?:JEF;. The latter is very ornamental and should prove of value to the

lorist trads.

Yours very sincerely,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION
STATE COLLEGE STATION, FARGO

August 23, 1734

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

Dr. Otto Degener,

HNew York Eotanieal Garden,
Bronx Park,

New York, N, X.

Dear Doctor Degener:

I have been very much interested in reading your book, PLANTS

OF HAWAII NATIONAL PARK. It seems to be plenned and executed on
an excellent style. I did not find mention in it of one plant

in which we have been interested and am writing to ask you whether
you could identify it from the following descripbion:

Some specimens of dried flowers were received by & friend from the
Islends with the tnfurmation thet they grew upon vines and are
known as"wooden roses. The flowers are some two or three inches
broad, beering five oblong parchment-like flower parts =nd the
pod; which a ently conteine & single seed. The external appear-
ance ds me very much of the pods of Convelvulus. They
are somewhat flattened, otherwlse rounded, about half an inch

wide and marked with four verticel lines. The texture and appesr-
ance of the dried flower is similer to the flower parts. If they
are used as extensively as would be indicated by our limited in-
formation I thought probsably you would recognize the plant.
Doubtlese it did mot happen to fall within the scope of the book.

Very truly yours,

oo e —
0. &. Stevens,
Associate Professor.

oas.l

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




WILBUR DUBOIS & SON

TLandsrape Gardeners and Nurserymen
MADISONVILLE, CINCINNATI

Baptutiber 56, 1081

Hr. O%%0 Degener
Painius Cabu
Zamail, 7y K.

Ny dear Mr. Deganer:
T am inclasing & note wideh I received sons time age, whick
ia sslf-axplanatory. AltLought 1 linve asarche through your voluze =
on the flora of Hawaii 1 havae not heon able Lo ldentify she pmz.(f&o Jlipsu o
s Lloyd Livrary suggested that L write and ask your Lalp. Any RTRM.&)
survice you cul give me will ve greatvly approciated.
The specimens usually sout to oy gasrdan ocluy in the Clnclmrmed
Post are native planuts or gardsn varietiss with widel [ am famillar,
Phis one Las W sutirely bafflad.

Drusting that you wiil s alml anougl to Lelp me, I am

Sijcerely yuurs,

(&‘-;ﬁ-? DP})GMQE-S_?H-—‘D“}JZ/'Q

VAL
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D. C.
September 13, 1840.

Mr. Otto Degener
Waialua, Oahu, T. H.

Dear Mr. Degener:

Among the plants received from you in May there were several
forns for which you wished the names. They are as follows:

Topping's no. 3599 4s Ceratopteris thalictroides (L.) Brongn.
So also are Topping 2911 and 5709.

Your no. 12574 is usually called Dryopteris setigera (Blume) Kuntze.
Put according to Christensen the correct name for the Dryopteris setigera
of authors is E;.ulig.gm, the synonymy being as follows:

Upvopteris ﬁwn (Kunze) C. Chr. Ind. Fil. Suppl. III. 100.
/ivan-?\v"“'l %

Aspidium uliginosum Kunze, Linnaea 20: 6. 1847.

Polyvodium tenericaulf Wall. ex Hook. .Ja.ﬁ;l Bot. Kew
Misc. 9: 353, in part. 1857.

Polypodium trichodes “eimw. ex J. Sm. Journ. Bot. Hook.
3: 394. 1841 (nomen nudum)

Thilypteris uggi__ngz sa Ching, Bull. Fan Memorial Inst.
B: 542, 1936.

Topping's 3508 and 3757, concerning which you did not inguire,
were labeled Ceropteris ochracea, tut they are both Pityrogramma
Domin.

austroamericana
I am sorry for the delay.

Yours very truly

William R. Maxon
156404 Curator, Division of Flants

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Arnold Arboretum, Jamaies Plain, Mass,
Atkins Institotion of the Arnold Arboretum, Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass.

Botagical Garden, Cambridge, Mass,
Botanical Museum, Cambridge, Maw. Botapical Research
Bussey Institution, Jamaioa Plain, Mass.

*HARVARD UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
ARNOLD ARBORETUM, JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS,, U.S.A.

Farlow Herbarium and Library, Cambridge, Mass,

Boledad, Cienfuegos, Cuba Harvard Forest, Petersham, Mass,
. The Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for

September 10, 1940

Desr Degener:

Thanke for your letter of August 29, and enclosures. If you happen to
know Rock'!s address in the Orient please let me know, as I can't very well csble
him not knowing where he is. As I wrote previously, I sent him a rather chatty
letter on September second, addressed to him at the University of Hawaii, opening
up the suggestion that the Earvard-Yenching might be the logical depositary for
his collection of Orientalia. I have sent a summary of the information supplied
by you to Mr. Cerl Keller, a member of the Board of Trustees of the Harvard-Yenching
Institute, and I think that he will be interested in following the matter up with
the Directors. I judge from one of the newspsper clippings that Rock is alresdy
in touch with that orgsnization, because of the statement made that his publicstion
is to be issued by the Harverd University Press, and this probably means that the
Eervard-Yenching Institute is actuslly baecking the publicstion.

Thenks for sending the Hillebrandis corms to Croizat. I have told him
thet they sre "on the way".

,
Mrs. Merrill's address is! 200 Dewey Way, Honolulu, and she will be there
for about a month,

3 Very truly yours
e (;;”“: Weerrn ol .
S M

E. D. Merrill

Administrator
EIM:CG

Mr. Otto Degener
Waialua, Oshu
Territory of Haweii
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X THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
BRONX PARK (FORDHAM BRANCH P, 0. |
: NEw Yomk. N. Y. 1
: ’

JOSEFH R. SWAN HENRY DEF. BALDWIN
JOHN L. MERRILL

DIRECTOR
WILLIAM J. ROBBINS

Septembar 9, 1940

Dear Otto,

Theank you ldndly for your card of Augast 27th snd the genercus comments
sbot my poor sffort with tha plants of the Bible. I spent $45 in publishing it,
Por I had to fimmish the peper, mimsograph ink, and gat th+ binding dons myself. I
doubt if I will gat this back in sals of copiss. MNacmillan Compsny was interested in
it and asied for @ copy to saa if they would want to undertake to publiish it in book
form with illustrations, but I have not heard from tham sinca, so gawses it weas thumbs
dowm on it. Dr. Houbine plane fo meke the Uardsn sxhibit et the Internstionsl Flower
Show this yenr on this subject and slso to establish & permenent exnibit at the Garden,
Aineluding 5 big volumes (ebout & by 4 feat) with gigantic colorad pictures, vearses, stc.,
shich will ba illumineted and the pages turnsd autometically, ona = minute, st tha Hiseum
Buidding, He plans also to have me iasus ths materisl in & enrias of érticlas in the
JOTRNAL in graatly condensed form, to ba gatherad tozsthsr aftarwards in the form of &
lititle boolklst on sals by ths Gerden. All these plans are s4ill tent=.ive, so please do not
121l enyone of them. iis doss not went them publicized until thay are actuslly dons.

I havae asked Mr. Hantings to write a review of your "Flore Hawaiisnsis" in

TORREYA baforas he ratdres as Editor and he has promised to do so. He has taken tha COpy

8

of your latest bock from me for this purpose ard will ratarn it to me when the review is
written. I am finelly gatting around to publishing tha dascription of the Brazil-
iapd Vitex which I am neming V. Dsgeneriasns in your honor. Hops to pubiish it seen in
EPROPICAL WOODS end In it I am giving your Flora snother hoost.
Good ‘luck, Otto, =nd hops you ars snjoying the bapt of health and hopoiness.
AB avar,
your alncere friand,

Mu» Re
Hunt Institute for Botanlé“r'D’Lcu?nentatlon
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HUGH O'NEILL, CURATOR Hnshington, B. O. soNn oramIEN, erToLoaist
IVAR TIDESTROM, RESEARCH SPECIALIST LANGLOIS HERBARIUM VINCENT ARBLL, ASSESTANT EURATOR
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September 4, 1940

¥r. Otio Degener,
Welslua, Oshu, T. H.

Daszr Mr. Dagener:

Taplying to your lstter ef Auzust 18, just srrived, T wish first of
211 to sympethize with you in your tssk of 666 hours of lsbor distributing pezes of
your volume four.

T heve r=-detsrmined 211 Dr, Yuncker's speciss Prem Spanich Hondurss
and heve now on hend his Cyperscese from Hawaii and other Pecific Telends. T am
platsed to know he i & frisnd of yours. Incidentelly I have met ¥r. snd Mrs., Togberg
end gas him every now &nd then =t the Bureau of Plent Industry.

I have slraedy sent 8 set of mwy Cyperacese of Central America to the
New York Eotenical Carden. However if you wish me to send & second s=t thera in your
name, T have no doubt they would be very useful in their exchenges snd guite acceptshle.
Please let me know if you wish me te do this.

The greduste student who may tske up ths Cyperacese of tha Hawsiian
Islends will not errive until next week, I will write 1f he offers te do this
dissertetion. If ha dose, thers will be no difficulty sbout new names. 1In such cases,
we do not consider our disserteticne & proper place for publishing new names. Your
Flore would be the appropriste plsce mmless you wished to publish soensr in =ome
periodical, In any case, the greaster nart of the study of a new spscies and the
rasponsibility will depend not on my greduete student but on me. Although we will work
Jointly, only his neme sppesrs on the disgertstion snd in tha journal articles or new
names only mine (snd in this csse) and yours will appesr. If you have = better plsn to
propose kindly let me know your views.

Regarding & new species of Gailmie, it mizht be helpful if you ceuld
put up & few snikelets end "scheinkhrchen" in formalin (4 perasnt) and send to me in s
emell metsel or gless vial, (Meture anthers, achenes end any rudiments should be shown)
I sm wery plessed your proteze Ordonez ic collescting more s=dzes.

As to Cyperus rotundus &s described in my Carnecis publicatien, T
feel crest fallan sboui the two errors one of which 1s obviously typographical as you
say i.e. tubers srs 0.5-1.0 cm not mm. The second error is cn= in proof reading.
whers except should be used in place of even (p. 288 line 5 of the description).

I am keapinz & cerbon copy of this letier and wish you would kaep
this original on 7ile., Since you wish to alter or smend my deseriptions wa should
have some undsrstending ss te how this is to-be done. To thie end I &m offapinz the
fellowing sugzestione: .

1. Regarding terminclosy, that we use

Bi fe's Terminologie, 3 velumes =
Hayne's Termini Botaniei
Rpamer's Terminclogie
Sehank!s 1
Zarkanhout Botenical Lexicon
Linne's Thiloseohie Botsnisa :

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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2. That we omit cherzciars shown by =11 the cpecies of 2 Zenus snd plecge such '|
charsc‘.e:s in the generic descriptien.

. That pheracters shich zra of diegnestc =nd@ constrasting value should
elweys he ineluded end that those without such v=lus should generslly be excluded.

4. T+ is customery in meny Americsr publications not to use "in" when referring
to periodicsls but to confine the uss of "in" to bco‘sw whsre one au?.hnr puhliﬁhss in
angther Futhr_lrn' hooks (see my marks on the =y‘nonymy g fwdau
é,. reF f wol mailes le

) :
¥ueh of tHe differences Dstween your “iesc“iptiﬂn of C. rotundus &nd mine 1= fue

to the fast, T think)th=t mins is besed on specimens from msny parts of 1is wide réngs
wails yours is bzsad on the locel form shopn in Hawsedi,

Thers is not the slightest objection to your usinz verbetim my descripiicns in
previcus publicetions (Carnegie or any other) in whole or in part.

Balow ars my commenis on your description of C. rotundus given by the number
of 1ine., T believe it will facilitste sny further such joint work we may do if I go
thus into greet detsil new., It will surely seve time later.

2. Cn account of the ebszsnce of light, undsreround rhizomss are "whitish" in
nesrly el1 plents, certainly in 811 Cypsrus, &t first. Dessication and age cause' them

to darkan leter. (1’;' ; ; g ﬁ

Z. The color of the scales on the rhizoms is accidentel and highly vﬂrtehn end’
of no disgnestic value, they sre slpays quasi-tubulsr (growing in the ground ma?as it
imposeible for the scules to spresd) slways eventually elther deciduous or meresccent,
alweys e'atireju.. becoming bidentate ae sre gplit by the expansion of the grow-

ﬁ.&/m m,

ing rhizome,

.4, Rhizome buriasd & dm, umdsr ths surfece is very Fu:'p"iﬂ!.n; to me. In very
14ght sendy =oil T heve found it &t & depth of 1 dm. in send &nd slmost on the surface
in the cese of denss so0il. Length of tubers observed on &11 herberium specimens
(naarly €00 sheats) does not excsed 10 mm. Do you think it is the even Hawsziisn
climats end rich soil that gives riss to ths very lsrge tubers you messured?

b-G. Bcars on ths tubers ara laft by seeles not by bracts. By definition with
al.'l.“wthare,a bract is A modified leaf subtending a flewer or &n inflorescence, The
disténce batwesn scars on the rhivome is, T think, of ne dieznostic velue. 0F course,
it does mske & very complete description. The same moplies to yvour interastine ob-
servation ebout the "sharp" (would wnot pref for "acute" or "acuminate"?) buds,

. 1T.H“Crisp" epplied to roots 15 of very little dizznostia velus, JI:- tha sep
milley™ or ig merely sloudy from finel eugpepded starch pa cles -
m%,#w«);ﬁ&iomuy s %
8. "Pungent? I teke this odor to bs ercmst
Implied by pungent. This odor repidly -}1='
growing in hot, dry send. Tt is often tots
clay as far as I have been shle to obs»z:".rﬂ
a8 C, ssculentus for the eromstic edor,
culms &e "erect" which follows virtuslly i

e ils "wiry" igplise ver
813'1'19" which contrsdicts the immadictsl presasiins Miniaslkd =nn % M

A. "At bottem" impliss = ¢
which mezns the lowest nart of
tha apex" to "st top".

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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iz Tathsr than of tha sherp character
E most preneunced in spacimens
in spacimens growing on wet
.‘i-s-.'-s prized O, rotundus &g well
stiTeN afEan

iy Wiry,

~

ar Bt ths bage"
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11, The leaves are not seldom &8s long as the culm,, "About & mm. side" 15 not as @
definite pe "2-8 mm, mide", Leaf width is of considersble importznce and aho\ﬂ.d be

given =g scourstely es possible,
12, Tha leaves elthough sometimes sulcste ars fraguently not so.

13. "Flat" epplied to leeves is used in the sense of net invelute, conduplicate, ate,
A prominent midrib iz not nscessarily &n exception to the lesf being flat,

0. If you cera to make an additionsl observation T did not complete, T would like to
suggest that you observe mhether 2 lstersl, reised ribs on tha venirel surface of the
leaf iz & constent charecter on the Hawsiian plants, This pould be of disgnostic

importance.

13, T note your prefer the tetrssysllsbic "scabridulous" to coined trisyllabic
WspsbrallateM. T fook this direct from the English scsbrate“liks sarrate-serrulsts)
ingtead of taking Prom the Latin diminutive which leeds to scrberulous snd sesbriusculoss
ge well ng ecebridulous s1l rather pondsrous, T think.

1_4. Leeves ere never "bracteste". This tarm is resirietod to flowers or inflorasscances.
Inssmuch &8s th2 outer leaf-shesathe are always mors or lass blsdeless and raduced to
scales, I woildd suggest omitting eny refarence to them. Their color is too much the
result of sccidental circumstances to be of value. Sunlight, rein, bscterislpyfungel
sction and the metebolism of desth s11 effect the celor of the persistent lsef-shaaths,

15, Brecte £re unaquel in other ygspects &s well ss lenzth a. £, in width, dg{dityﬁb}
not lesve tham simply "unesusln.

18, T would edd efter "sometimes seabridulous "iowsed the spexl

17. "up to 8 em." Mup to" is somethine of en Amerisanism "0-9 em." ss T hava 1t is 2lso
objsctioneble. T should think "the longest reys 2-9 cm. long" mizht be bettar.

"0-8" ie true se far as en individuel plant is concernad. Evoept in €, gloenteus and

C. Papyrus some of the rays are slways sessile. Wnat is of mora importancs is the
variation in length of the lonzest rays.

18. Peduncles on our specimens ara 0.3-0.8 mm. thick, If yours ars 1 mm, thick, lats
say 0.3-1.0 mm. thick.

18. Haroafter I would like to folleow a fixed orier in degeribing spikelets alweys ziving
length and width first. T wonld like this to rsad "Spikelets 4-40 mm. leng, 0.7<2.5 mm,
wida (width is too importent to 1t 2o s= "sbout 5 mm, wide) 12-Z8-flowered, 2-12 on

8 spike, linsar, compressed. (Since color of glumes i ziven farther down it seems
unnacessery to rspest'the polor here)

29, Would you consider "lustrous" in perferancs to my "shining" end your "shiny"?
Type locelity: The svecimen (Shest No. 5) in ths Linneasn Herbarium in London marksd
in Tdnne's handwriting "rotundus Kh" (= Kdhler) is probebly from Ttely, T heve a good

photograph of this immaturs plant. I have been unsble to discever so far iIf the
speciman from Indis still exists.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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DUTILLY,

Linne's "Hebitat in India" meraly seys the plent srows there, He doss not necasgarily
mesn it priginated thera. Klkenthal says "in den wHrmersn Resicnsn sllar Trdteila”,
C. B. Olarke seys "All serm ragionsM,

Pasging over some medisevsl end eclsssical rofersnces T think the fellowinz will be
pertinent to your question esnd perhasps mske #n intsresting nots in your flora.

According to Loret (La Flora Phersoninue paga 28. 1892 Paris) the mnpisnt Egypiisns
mention C. rotundus in their receipts for perfumsry "entra sutras dens les raspettes du
Kyphi". While remzins of the plant itself hava not yet been found in the tombs yet
£ll sneient authors agrae that it grows in abundance in Ezgypt. ]

wl" (Shsbin in Coptic) is the heiroglyphic for ths rhizome of C. rotundus

- (GeTod) designates either §. rotundus or 0. sgoulantus.

-ﬁﬁiﬁg'ﬁi‘%ﬁf'?i'é?a_f'eversed the Egyptisn order of writing from right to lsft in |

order to conform to our text.

Turkieh, Armenizn and Arabic each have & word,which sliows no evidsnca of b&:.mwing_

f;ﬂ:‘tf .otherme;%.sfg; as L#capn' ascertsin, 7&;% widlpale

Only one of our specimefs of C. rotundus from United States maturad schenes: T
investigated this for U. 5. Buresu of Plent Industry. Specimens from China and Indis
often show achenes. Hor i it with your Haweilsn specimens?

Wnen C. esculentus and other Cyperl grew in ssnd the roots are often denaely
pubescent as well es provided with roots heirs. Heve you observed this pecullar
o structiure on C. rotundus? T would 1i%e to hava mutericl of it in formelin for further
study.

Enclosed is cut of C. rotundus spikelet, etc. used in ecne of my publications. Make
£ny use of it you wish,

(Eskimo for zood-bye.)

| Ak - gkin - assa  (Is that eguivalent to the Hawsiisn Aloha?)

P. 8. Cheer up, I won't ever infliet snother such long letter on you. Hope it will
fecilitate the writing of description for tha cther Cyperacese.

A

v+ Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation |
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Apb, 6. I hope that
Honolulu.
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D. C.

August 22, 1940

Mr. Otto Degener,
7 Gocdrich Aves,

Fieldston, Riverdale,

New York City

Dear Mr. Degenar:

Recently T have seen the Smithsonien copy of the Flora
Howaliensis, Book 4, I should liks to purchase for the Hitchoook=
Chase Agrostologieal library the shests dealing with Femily 47,
Gremineae, which total 19 pages. Ve alresdy have the preceding

sheets in the grass library,

Simssre_ly yours, /
ot ] @-: LM{._-

Agnes Chase,
Custodian of Cresses

Institute for Botanical Documentation
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3/7{/9145 THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN

BroNX PARK (FORDHAM EBRANCH P. 0.)
NEw York. N. Y.

TREASURER
VICE-PRESIDENTS
JOSEFH R. SWAN HENRY oeF. BALDWIN ARTHUR M. ANDERSON
JOHMN L. MERRILL

DiRECTOR
WILLIAM J, ROBBINS

August 20, 1940

Mr. Otto Degener
Waialua
Cahu, T. H.
Dear Mr. Degener:
May I acknowledge Book 4 of
: your Flora Hawaiiensis which reached the Botanical
Garden during my absence on a brief vacation? I
was partieularly interested in the personal material
which was included with the book. I think I succeeded
in identifying the author amongst the illustrations.
I selected the gentlemen with the shirt. I wish to
congratulate you on the character of this contribution
to the flora of the Hawaiian Islands.
With kind regards,
Sincerely yours i
/ Wlerece Va A e

William J. Robbins
Director
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EXPERIMENT STATION
ar TAE

HMAWAITAN SUGAR PLANTERS' ASSOCTATION

Honolulu, T. H.
August 9, 1940

Mr. Otto Degsner,
Lot 2, Mokuleis,Beach
Weialua, Oshu.

Desr Degener:

Your letter of June 28 inviting us to a
"husking bee" on July 6 and 7 was received only a day
or two agoe OUbviously I must decline your invitation
or you mist have snother “husking bee". Apparently
your latter went to the University where it resided
in situ until somebody brought it down to my desk.

I heve long been curicus to see your beach
work shop and one of these days very soon, when I have
my vacation, I am going to satisfy that curiosity.

Yours very truly,

? Ul

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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b B Wadelue, Ouimt, T.H. ,
| Augs €, 1540,

|

| 1

e !
With $ncreneoed tewes in sipght sné the Purepeon Wear rodue= j
1ne Dook sl plont peles, I feel I pheuld gell 211 my hexbariun speci= LI
menp op soon nn mindied, I thewefore camnot vwell deponit adéitiemal 4
ppecinema ot the BJi., en loon, o '

X have Yeen gelling ny mmennt speeinens for £10 per hudred to
mmumerona Anetitntions, Le Eﬂﬁ# et of Hpwr, plente reelly shonld ba,
) retained in the Howedisn Iolends, I herewith offer you my fujure "cotchesl
, oarefully poinoned, strapped end movnted ot the come price of $10 pex..
bundret. without stringe ettached. You would tlue get my beot ani conplete
emt plants Ter the Muceum, widle the ilew Tovi Betsnicel Garden wenld row
ceive the beet liente pets If the B, , comel arrange sueh & yurs
chaae, ny originel set vAll go Yo llewr York ond the Guplisate sols wherever
L I ean Tind customers for them,

_ 1 now *heve & smell collsetion of momtod plu.ata,! insluding setypen i
and oited material, roaly Tor nale, Let me know &f yru want them,

L te
Sincersly, i -
’l‘ % - |
¢ - - &’
d L]
I

W AT

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentatidn



e =777

Haweii Wabional Park, Hawail,
July 24, 1940 :

Dear lr, Degensr: R

1 . ol ¢ -

I got baok from u week in Fona to find your reglster
lobter hove, for which I thank you very much., Please do
not apologize for not answering sconer for Ithink I
£0ld you not to lmrry. And I lmow that I 'mew that you
mast be awfully busy getting ow® Volume 4., Though 1
didn'$ lmow how much worl 4f sma pubbing them together,;
ot whioh Job I wdeh I might have helped you. Ana thab
reminds me thet I am afreid that I havenmot yet thanked
you Por our sepy of Hou 4. So I am the one to epologize.

1 KUNUI. I am sorry that T did not kmow wnkil T

got those specimens and locked the plant up in the bobanie
frat thero vas a male and Pamals infloroscence. In faok,
oven after realding thoss torribly incomprohensible wobda
{to this igiorant wehine), I didn't know that the SRdd

A1 pPerent ind of flovers were in diTferent bunches., I
313 have sense enough to wonder if they were; or if they
were in the same orescence, 1 vas 80 mrxious to get
Lhen off ta you right eway that I didn't wait o get to
H1lo %o lookses., Bubt I shall maie a point tnaeg dowm
there this week after mﬁui:i an appointment with my friend
8o 8he can show ma the tree, a8 well as glve me

291 taformation bhob she posseses. T thought I marked the
nuta so you would !mow whigh vas whish. I remember this:
that the double nut was from the rare tree.

My stey in ¥ona wns to be with sn nged friend who |
was 111 and I did not leawe her house once, Benides I [
went and returned in a Japonese bus, o I had no ohance
%o get down where I thisk I can find the trees ovar
there. The Jaggl are economizing on cer expense, So
7o do not po drievine hither andyon st all times, buk
I have not forgotten my pronises. .

1 do not ¥now 1f T Aid wreng but T have not kept .
the sheets of the Florm es fhey cumebo me., T arranged
thom mmerically s¢ they are not in the volimes as you

—
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stabe themy Iz that woongt In the Ho. 3 cover i
have only n. mmall numbor of wnsorted sheels -= I wma
vaiting for other before arranging them. - Hence my not
sseing Ly caqodi\m gﬁlhubhm. S’cenoﬂg Yanlae var
ooriacen I do no at all, ote searoh

again, And I'1] take & Phot of the kmimisn.

I'11 answer othes gqumstions when mext I writs,
im yushed to cateh this mail, Pardon mistakes.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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EARL EDWARD SHERFF

Chicago Teachers College
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE
Chicago, Illinois , July 2lst, 1940

Mr. Otto Degener,
Waizlua, Ozhu, Hawaii Terr.

Dear Mr. Degener:- _
This afterncon I must write end first of all thank you

for your highly valued gift of Book Four . pf your Flora Heweiiensls. It

came the other day and I have browsed in& =ny & momemnt since. It was

& great pleasure to see that I had been of some service in assisting you

to give a treatment for some of the groups. I have taken my entire after-

noon in arranging the separate sh@ets of a1l four books &S per jour direct-

ions and now this task is accomplished. It is amazing what you have gotten

done in the few years that you have been in the Hawgiiap Islands. I can

think of very few so envieble records as you are piling up for yourself

in botanical work. I especislly noted the large number of botanists that

have collaborated with you in describing new forms. I think that this

is one of the most eommendsble features of the entire work, since 1t

almost guarantees that your perspective in various groups of plants will

be suthoritative.—--It may be that I can get a fresh review of this monu-

mental work into the Botanicel Gazette before long. I ecertzinly shall try.
" In binding the sheets back together, I recalled my Own experience

with my large set of 11 x 14 inch albums in which my photographs are filed.

I use the brass posts and srews &s you do in your binders, but I use

also small copper or brass washers at each end of the post, outside of

the cover. If there is much slack, T use an extra washer or two. In

this way I insure that the cover is gripped firmly (by the washer) and-that

the.cover in turp holds the sheets tightly so that there 1ls mo loose |

motion and so that they cannot wear out at the holes.--It might not be

2 bad idea for you fto experiment along. this linel end perhzps issue &

suggestion to your subscribers if the matter seems worth while to you.

I pass it on merely as a suggestion. (The brass washer must of course

have its hole smaller than the head of the post or of the screw.)

I note that where corrections have been made &sn ordinary ink
wes used. On academic prineiples, I belleve in using Indis ink always in
such cases, lest the other ink might in time fade out and leave the gore
permanent printers ink to tell something that is not so. T

I sent my mss. for Pittosporum and several other gemnera to
the American Journal of Boteny as usual. I included the trestment of zll
the Lipoehaeta specimens that you sent me for study earlier in the year.
During the periocd of my illness my corrspondence suffered terribly.

Even when I write I saved no carbon copies for present reference. The

new L. exigus that I worked up carefully under our jeint suthorship was
included. But I recall that this form was one that you wanted me to il-
lustrate at the time, Was it your thought that I should not publish this?
If' so please by all means let me know and I will kill the text in the gal-
ley proof, Otherwise the name Lipochaeta exipua Degener & Sherff will
appear slong with the Lipochzeta notes this fall. %I believe that you
already know I have a var. Degeneri sppearing in Phyllostegiz and in Steno-
gyne in the same paper.)----Did I think to tell you, thet Dr. Diels told
me that as soon as the war was over he would send the Hillebrand Pittospo-
rum sheets?

Of what does Aloha nul mean on your fly-leaf? I notice Fosberg
labeled & plant from Pelolo-Kzikawels Nui ridge. (Perhaps Mzikawela is
wrong, but I mean‘about the second locality east of Palolo.) I thought his
Nul was a sphalm for Niu but possibly it was 1ike mauks and some other

3 directional name%.--—“rite when you canl!  Ever yours faithfully,
Hunt Institute for BotanicarBecandmafion <
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July 6, 1940

Mr. Emilo Ordonez
Box 52
Lanail City

Dear Mr. Ordons=z:

At the reguest of Mr. G. O. Munro and Dr.
Degener, permission is hereby granted you
to obtein certain specimens of Lanai plants.

We would request that you notify the Lanai
Fire VWarden, Mr. Ernest Vredenburg, each
time you desire to make trips into the Lanai
hills. Also that you take not more than one
companion with you on these trips.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Sincerely yours,

LI i

D, Fraser
Plantation Superintendent

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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é/ s ’/W THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
PARK (FC M P. 0.}
MNew Yorx. N. Y.
s it . ARTHUR M. ANDERSCN

SR R AT HENRY DEF. BALDWIN

JOHN L. MERRILL
DingcToR
WILLIAM J, ROBBINS

June 21, 1940

¥r. Otto Degener
Waizlus,

Qahu

T. Hawaii

Dear l¥r. Degenert

I am mailing to you today seven (7) boxes of your
material suggested in your letter of June 5. ‘the bill for the post-
age is herewith enclosed. Apparently box #105 must have been mailed
to you in the mst since it could not be located.

Clippings, letters and photos. are always desir-
eble end specifically when attached to & mounted specimen. Dr. Mer-
rill always attached his original typewritten manuscript for & new
species on the type sheet. So you see you would not be in the wrong
to do this. As long a2s I have helped per W. P. A. I can readily lo-
cate your sheets in the Herbarium, and attach whatever you suggest.
since Dr. lYerrill left most of the staff members have criticized
pesting clippings on species covers, because of the wear and tear.
They prefer D,. laxon's method which is to mount anything of this
nature on 2 Herbarium sheet.

I hope that the present world situation is not
disturbing your beautiful island too much, but I fear that you will
belin an eruption soo that cannot be classed as volcanic, but politi-
cal.

Very truly yomrs,

&L kil
Gs L. WITTROCK
Custodian of the Herbarium

GIV:XH

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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D S Hapeman June 18th 1940.

125 EROWN AVENUE

Minden, =Nebzaska

Otto Degener,
Waialue,fahua.

Dear Mr.Degener:
In looking over some of my correspondence to day I find

that I have failed to answer some of your questions. You ask where I.
store my plants. I rent the entire second floor of a bank building
and after I have used what I need for plants I use the balance for my
office and when necessary contract the office part. A1l the plants
I keep in my herbarium are mounted on card-hoard. For drying I use
carpet felt and presses made of narrow slats so that the air dries thmm
rapidly. I fully appreciate your remarks about the finaneial part of
botanizing as I have been collecting plants for more than fifty years.
The remembrance of these collecting trips and the associations

they have afforded me are priceless and would fill a sizable book.

I do not know definitely where I may collect this season but if I

Hunt | ]
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Arlington, Va. 1 .
June 17, 1940

Dear Otto: . |

The package of plants arrived yesterday, but I have not
looked at it yet. I am recuperating from an operation that
1 had a couple of weeks &go, and am not dging much yet. I
will get at the plants probably next week, aa I flgure on being
able to go back to work then.

In the recent batoch of pages of your flora, received a {
couple of weeks ago, I noticed a pecullar abireviation--

- the authority dor _Béggu_wm is given asg |
"Schiz, Bip," but the men's name was Schultz Bipontinus.

msk you where you got the information that

Did I ever
a dicho (L.) 8m, is the type spscies of the

shizaea? If not, I inbended to, There is something i
m.n{ ers, You say that Lo Rich, is one year '
earlier then Schizaea, but Use the latter. Maxon recognizes !
as a npmﬁt genus, and transfers S e

suppose the type of Schizaea to - esn
add up,. want to ask Kaxon about , but first I want to
have my facts straight, princlpslly whether S, dic!

is certeinly the type of the genus. :

Do Eu happen to know the specifid name of the cormon
v magenta _a&g% cultivated in the Islands, and used
for making the lels sometimes obtainable., I need
to know the name for a popular article I am writing sbout
leis, and I never happened to c¢ollect a specimen, so I have
no way of identifying it except from memory, which is not so
good. If you hapven to know the thing, woula you send me a
card, if not, would you collect me a specimen so I can wuh
it down? The best I can do from memory is M, miltiradiatum Jaeq.

kX Iou don't mind a suggestion, you would preserve better .
diplomatic relations if, when you send anyt for Blake to |
look at, you would send it directly to Blake, % Div, Plant |
Expl. & Intr,, Bur, P1l, Ind., U,5.D.A., rather than to the |
Hational Herbarium, There might be considerable trouble if
it got known that Blake had been asked to look at your

to by Maxon, and it might conceivably prejudice i, ‘
your chances of gelling specimens to us. There has been -
mich fues about such things in the past, end the two places !
are not on the best of terms as a result, The same applies
to grasses sent to Swellen, in case you ever sent any, Both |
Blake add Symllen have no connection with the U, 8., Hational {
Herbariun, This i1s all from my purely selfish point of view
28 1 want us to continue to buy your plants., I was npparentiy
wrong in my identification of the Kauai sphantopus as
E, tomentosus, I had too much falth in HMerr 8 naming
of our plants from the south Pacific,

Isn't Europe a mess? I hope ther: is some civilization
and a few botanical institutions left when they get through, =

Aloha from Violet and me, JL‘/‘/ '
i -
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Hewnii NWational Park, Hwmifi, "
dune 11, 1840

Dear lir. Dogensr: .
I mailed to you yasterday(for the USS Frank todsy

a specimen which 1 gob Sunday n returning from a

thres mile wplk down Ehe road. A was hot and tired

as I went along the bridle peth bub couldn't help no-

tieirz 4wo long treilers vith square red stems and I

peirs of pointed lesves st quite distant L?Wnl B,

T+ was familiar and so prekty that L ocould™let these

trailsrs hang on the trail to be tremped an. And

thile I was putting them back againet the bushes, I

saw a flovering and fruiting branch which Ipicked to

study when i got home and sman't so tired. Bub as 1

walked alons T caildn't help wondering what other flowers

T had secn like them,only larger. rinally I remembered

the vines I had brought imbo this place several times :

from the woods near 28 miles, with pink and also white

blossoms, Only the leaves were rough and rounded,

By the tlme I got home I felt pretiy certain that my

specimen wms a variety of the aboye, I hed never

Imovn Lhe name unkil we took Dr. Skotsberg up the

rosd to the koa mill on vhe side of Mauna Loa in S,

Kona. I looked it up when I got home end found there

are many verlties of Stenogyne.

I looked all around the place to see if there vere
more plants and found some across the trail; but not
anothor one the rest of the vay. I lhave ssen this
from time o time but it did not especially atiract my
pttention until I suw these long fresh lodking trailers.
I wallked the whole length of that pert of the bridal path
vesterday morning to see if I oould find anobher spob
where it grows snd also to get mors for you -- as I
remember your sorrow that the speciman of exocerpe was
so 'pindling"! I ocame baok by the road and kept locking
among the trees, but saw nome in any other place.

I do not know if you are interested but I thought

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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it possible that you might not have seen it in this
irmedinte neighborkood, This bridle path goea alomg
at the foot of the bluff that rums hack of the hotal
and on to the entrance of the Park on the Hilo side.

Forgive me if I em being a ninney and bothering

you too much when you are. So busy, But you need not
answer until you have finished that index,

Mmﬂ

Alohal

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



All commenieations shopld he &
mu—mm &

3/U.8.4, /91

Dear Sir,

X am in receipt of your letier of April
18, togsther with s lstter end sccount from
Messrs, %M. Lawsen & Co., Tor £1. 1, 8. |

I note you wish the Miniebry to pay ﬁﬂ.n I
amount direct o Messrs. E.M. Lswson & Co.
JIn view of the fact thntmmterialm‘bgpaﬁ
for befers receipt I suggest thet you forvwmrd
the 100 specimens Yy insursd pasts Tgon mgm
of the paroel I vill then pass your acoount for |
peyment lsss the sum of £, 1, 0. which will be
peid to Messrs. E.M. Lewson & Co., on }foui‘ WI

I enclose a eopy of a letter I havs sent |
1o Mgssrs. BuMs Luraon & Co.

Yours Paithfully,

My, Ctto Cegener,
Weialng,
Cahy,
HAWAII.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Volonno, Hawail, = '_;‘ ¥
Uay 289, 19:0 =

Dear lirs Degener;

T hed not forgobben your remuest oo thet
but because of too many reasons to vrite hore, ha
not had a ohanse to go to tha plsee in Kona where 1
homrd my plont osme from. It meant searuhimlms
g roads PBut I sullenly gob inspired as to the
weman vms who Jmew of their presence over +here, (I
suegs 1% is whom after 2111) I reng her up end she told
7o ohe had m tree in hey yerd grown fram nuts she gt
in Kona, and thet I ocould havs all the specimen material
I wonted. She siad she had a tree from nuts from Keusi
that wag: different fram the camon oncs here. ANWEY,
I finelly got to her place. She was absent bub I got
some spocimens from two +trees,which I am & you
+his sams mail, There wos a third tree in o ‘and
st S0 accessible bub it locked like the Kema wXoe with
its indented leaves. I oen get some from i% 1f you
vish 1. I'11 see her again some time.

T am in an awfal rush to catch the mail, so if I
do not get the nuts started, yom'll get them later.
Do the male and female flowers grom in & separete clus-
ter? I read L up after 1 got hame, 3o dldn't look
for diffarent Plowers, I wes hurried than, oo,

Faven't had & chance to make an expedition up
the side of Maune Loa from Homuila to get the exo-
carpugs, That means & two day trip and gething horses.

fhe nuts are mmbered 1 and 2 1ike the leaves.
Kxouse hasta, Much sloha to you and your sister.

%M&mﬂm

G
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DorMON & BruckLEY
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS-AT-Law
950 Rear Estate Trust BriLpixe
SOUTHEAST CORNER BROAD AND CHESTNUT STREHTS
PHILADELPHIA

HORAGE PAUL DORMON
ELTON J BUCKLEY

¥ay 16, 1940

Mr, Otto Degener .
2020 University Avenue

Honolulu

Hawall

Dear Mr. Degener:

Your letter of May 6th. on the subject of
your Hawailan Wooden Roses 1s received and I thank you
for your kindness and generosity in glving me so much
information., I am particularly glad to have you mention
your oreference for the name Operculins Tuberosa. I knew
that some botanists had called the »lant by this name, and

that among them are Britton & Wilson, to whom you refer.

The few Wooden Roses that have been brought here have awakened

much interest among the "arrangers', and I think we can grow
them commercially in Puerto Rlco and market them here, butb 1t
remains to try it out. I have been hoplng that I could
import some Wooden Roses from Hawail in advance of the time
when we can get them from Puerto Rico, but I have ot Ffound
anyone as yet in Honolulu who csn furnish them. If you run
acrosge anyone whom you think would be interested to do 1ift,

I wish you would give him my name and adcdress and .ask him

to write me,
Very truly yoars,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Arlington, Va.
¢ Kay 10, 1940

Dear Otto:

shall be glad to see the bundle of Rubiaceae,
whate:tfrer they arg, though I hope that they have some data.
What about the data on the collection of Hedyotis
dezeneri var. coprosmifolia?

e you ocan make the south sea trip., I am quite
cartaﬁpthgg, if there is any money available for purchase
of plants the U. S. D. A, will be interested in buying
the best set of duplicates, if they are good specimens.
However, we have for the last few weeks been having
budgetary difficulties, and the appropriation for the
Netional Arboretum (from which the plants are bought)
may be seriously curtelled or eliminated, 5o we can't be
sure, Of course, I personally have nothing to do with
purchasing any piants , but can make reccommendations, And
since I am working on such things they will be more willing
to buy them, probably.

Here is a better suggestion--you will have to get the
things fx'eamed--you can't very well take all the time off
from your Hawaiien work that will be necessary to learn
enough #bout the other floras to do it, and you probably
don't want to get that much indebted to the Bishop Mugeunm
or St. John to have them do it--why not send one set of the
whole lot to me for naming. T will be glad to tackle RN
and if the office sets the set, they will be glad to have
me use my time doing it. Also it will boost my number of
identifications, which seems to have something to do with
my efficiency rating. I have to get in and dig for most of
ny identifications now, as I don't know the floras of the
parts of the workd from which our stuff largely comes well
enough to do much sight determination. TFor example,
yesterday and today 1 identified plants from Georgia,
Yucatan, lexico, Morocco, and cultivated stuff from
Florida, state of Washington, and Virginia, originating
in China, Jemaica, and Australim., Believe me, that meant
work.

Weeds, ete., are welcome from any of the islands in
the south seas, though of course the native stuff is more
interesting. ) get remlly good things it is necessary to
g8t up to x@AXY high ground, just as in T, H., I would
sugzest that where your stpps are for sny length of time
it would be best to try to get inte the interior, but where

\ they are one day or less, elean up everything you ean in
the lowlands. Cultivated things are 0,K, too, but for
God's sake, say of the label that they are cultivated,
For the wild things, the more data on growth form, color
of parts, etc., as well as altitudes and- habitats, the more
valuable the material will be,

Hunt | t
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I certainly wish I were able to go along. There are
innumerable problems that need attention in the field. Ir
i mew where you were going, I would give you a Tew
sugzestions. As it is, I guess the best thing is just

grab everything you can find.

There is much exeitement around here just now-- the
State Dept. is promoting a Pan-American Science Congress
in Washington--a very snooty affair, full dress clothes,
ete. At the opening session this evening the President is
to spesk. I would go, but I do not like full dress. Next
week there will be several good scientifiec programs yhich
I will go to. All this is, apparently, to convince the
Letin Americen countries of our zood intentions.

Under separate cover, along with some of your stamps,
I am sendinz & couple of cophkes of a small paper on Ruppia
maritima., I hope you cen look in the brackish estuaries
and lagoons in the south seas for Ruppia. It has been reported
from a very few iamlands, but must be much more widely
distributed.

The situetion in Zurope gets worse snd worse. 1 hope
the demned Germans don't bomb all the botanical institutions
in Holland, Fpance end Englend. If they do, we might just
as well start all over again, as certainly a huge number of
types will be lost, It makes one disgusted with the whole
human race. i

We had Dr. & lrs. Ednondson out to dinner the other
night. They are spending a few weeks here.

Well, I hope you have a perfectly swell time in the
south seas, and get plenty of specimens.

Vieclet has been enjoying making a garden this spring.
She really has done fairly well et it--some of the things
are growing--even some have flowered already. She joins
me in best wishes for your trip.

Aloha,

#QA7
/pr”_f/u M%% Uiy ~o i 4-1/;'1.;'2{7.

Tos Gebrele of =Ernso,?
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TELEPHONE SEpgwick 3-3200 ﬂ
THE NEWgﬁRK‘BOTAN‘ICM. GARDEN

BRONX K (FORDHAM ERANCH P. ©.)
NEW YoRrk, N. Y.

TREARONER
 PmrsipEnT Vice-PRESIDENTS ARTHUR M. ANDERSON

DimecTOR
WILLIAM J. ROBBINS
Kay '8, 1940

Mr. Otto Degener,
faislua, Oshu, Hawgii

Dear Ottoi

fell; sir, the mowmbting room returnsed to me %oday the specimens of Stachytarphste
which I sent down %o have mounted. I kept sbout 5 sheets of esch mumbsr for our harbarium
and gm still waiting for you to tell ms what to do with &1l ths rast of ths fine duplicatea.
fiould you like ms to raturn them to you, so you can put them in your sets? I should imagine
that that would be the most sensible thing to do, but shsll wait wuntil you instruct me.

Yow a8 to namea for the ekalewags. I think that I would eall your numbers 12,679
and 12,678 Stachytorpheis jamaicensis {L.ﬁsYahl, although as you say ons of these differs
somewhat in ths fisld. These differences ara not apperent)y on dried meterial. Perhaps it
ie s hybrid, as you suggest, but I do not ses much svidancs for it. Won't youn pleass
continus your search for hybrids for me? Just sort-of kssp it in ths back of your mind and
vhenever you ses a member of this genus that looks diff'srent, grab it for ms, with notea on
i%s neighbors and ths possibility of hybridization.

s Your number 12,680 is a horse of entirely different color. It is what I am
calling Stachytarphets urticaefolis (Selisb.) Sime. It is the thing that has been passing
a8 5. indica fL.j Vahl in India, Malsye, Philippines, Dutch East Indies, ete., and elso as
8. Jemeicemsis, I em adopting the Sallsbury neme for it bsceuss thers is sbsolubely NO
DOUBT but that it i= Salisbury's plant —- sss fine colorsd illustrations by both Saliabury
&nd 5ims —— while thers is a good bit of question ms to what Linnsena' plant really was. I
have exsmined his "type” in ths Linnean Herbarium snd it is & totally different thing, but
thers is slweys srgument as to whethar the spscimen in the Linnean Hsrbarium is really his
type, ste. 8till and ell, I feel thet for ths present I must regard Linnaseus! spocies g
& spsciss dubia and adopt Salisbury's nems for the common Asiatic plant.

You hava in Hawail st least one other species, 5. australis Moldénks. We have thrae
Hewallen specimens of this apscies hare =t the Gerden -- Bortes H, G. T. Haatings a.n.,
end Ceot. Wilkes s.n. It is a common South Americen speciss, with tha lsaves quite
strigose above, slmoet valutinous beneath, =nd densely pubescent spikes. It has gone sbout
as 3. dichotoma (Rufz & Pav.) Vahl for meny years and syen 1 ragerded it as that in my
work on the Flora of Surinem. Since then, however, I heve examinad Ruilz end Favon's type

and find it Yo bs nothing more than 8. cayennensis (L. 0. Rich.) Vahl. This drops S. dichotoms

into eynenymy under S. ceyennensis snd lsaves it without o neme, g0 I em calling it as asbove.
To dets I have not ssem any trua S. cayermensis from Hawaii

In our herbarium we have 3 more sheets of §. jameicensis fron Hawaii -- Hastings
8.n., fdeller 2091, and Daggner, Topping, & Salucop ll,CﬂO; and we hsva 5 mora shoete of
20

i- u:?icaafolia from Hewall -- Hestings s.n., Hellsr 2089, and Degsner, Topping, & Balucop
1,048, 5 . -

Hoping to hear from you soon on w
wighes for your heslth end continued

your old friend,

Hunt Institute for BotdnicakDocumentation

1 your duplicetes; snd with all best

alweys,
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[ Wetalun, Oolm, P00,
April o4, 1940,

-

A
Fear Dz Merrdll:

i . .
that X iollooting betemden) apeeimens for Croy Herbarium. I moay never
g?g }h?-} :ﬁﬁ'.h I prefer 40 Yo on *he sefe sife in ontic . wm. [

3

I comploted Book IV {(ad ieant in gsully) snd see 1o recgon vhy I shonld
uot"ﬁ%ue ancnonthamdimamtmypiﬂtnpawmb

of pleads, Tids i ihe seteunt

Tha 8,8.Thor of tho Jolagon Idne of Prellon salils i:'ou Tonainin Moy 28
and ands'nl San Franeisco sbout three noxibhs leater. The boat im o Exel .
teddng aboud & dosen prasengers. 1% will stod et about (1) South Sea
3 df pleXing ni) eoia'n, clo,, nnd delivering freight. The Wrip ia to
cont about 2500, The pracice itinorary is mot ot définitely Jmovm = thet
depands on legt-misnite frelght conclgmenta. 4% npy fete, the trip sovnds
oo enticing thati I 1eis o deposit &t the Btesmahip 0Ffice for my tioket,

' the Juopanese don't got iwvolved in the Buropesn nmesg end stert

3 ghipa ia the Poeific end I could cnteh & boay Lfrom Suove
or some such plige for hone Lushar goirg ell the way back $o Sen
Franeiocoy L aail, . ‘

I wonld probably telke clong rmy Yolimeuisn bog o3 eexvant. Hs osuld
materinlly vith astive sollictors. He wonld also heul plents oFf the ic
end, botwean atops, press thom on hoord beet whille T write the lebelms .
I wonld grab sverything, insluding introfucol voofls ond eimiler rebbish,
Yo telling what new roacrde I would coich end just think how such & txip
would astiofy my wendarlust. To bo sure the trip would be just like &
voatman teling o long wallk on his holidey..! weuld moy attempt o ildentily
the plambn pericuely on my return 4o Honoluln tnt ccntime on my Fewalilsn
flore. I camot leot thal project nlide,

I really do 50, pleass iry to @ig up & 3100 or so for me dusing the
n couple of yesdw. I plen So borrow from my coplisl for the trip and
2eol I must eventually pay thle sun bask - o yerr or two would dos I &m
writing P, Robbine in similer veln,

I o Qickering Poy $50 manthly from the Biahdp Yuseum, In cxchange they
wonld recelve that part of my peraonal, meunted hexborium which Ine nl-
realy Lbeen worked up. They wo get & larce muntaor of types - Bidsns,
Euphorbic, Lonordia, Lehistne,ete, I wonld conmtinmtie to give 3.4., plants
whose study hse bheen sompleted, let ny Flova How., be considexad o Dy
publiention, and lend St. John cortaln gengra for oiudy. Vr. Fuek complaing
of laok of fumip, If I ean pell my personal horboriun to a lninisnd instie
tution -« o HEEIX relirble ore - to get mora cangh for further colleching
and publishing, the B.M,., would forever vegret it. I cen't hely that.

I guepe you are begluning bo thew oube

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Walelue, Ochu, T Hs
Aprdl 285, 1940,

Deer Tr, Robbins:

Pleese yush ne by Adr Heil en official letter mu:ng
thet I an oullouung plemts for the Carfem, efe.,efe. T jushitant to
pley sefe iu cree I go on o South Sea trip.

The "5.8«'1’1:&:" of the Syefish Johnson.Idne peils from mn Moy 22
.fcw a 2 months® Scuth Sen Islends twip. The boet 1s e freighter and
% 4 fPerant inlends, vany 11ttle-imom, Yo loal copra ond |
txea@t viakes shout & dozen: passemgers ol about $550 eadhe

12 the wexr situstion remring serene in the South Psciflc, I wsnt te
4eka u "postmenTe holidey” end botomize In these mteroaﬁng lslmas.

The :m-auiua itinerary will not be Jmovn until later, this @

o last mimute Zfreight comBigmments,

%ha trip geonds Juat grand tone. I imagine we would sion n:’:f at eczch
one of tha 15 1alnnﬂa a. or two to load and ad fraoigat, I vould
try to take g oy slomg to help me eollect, and to vress the
plonta while I write the mbols. T would grebh everyihing, weeds sg 'well as
endeniog, Hew reccrdz, partioulariy Tor Is.la.nﬁs, ave always of intereshls

if, if, i, i? this toip should materislige, T mast borrow Lrom my g
eapital to finance 1%, After I send vou a pat u'.e my botenienl eatih, conld
you help me defrey exspanses by $100 or go? I would be ln no huzry Lor 1%

7 4 :Esa.‘l. I should get my capital bask to Rormm) in a yea® or twoe I am

writing Ir, Herrill o similes "$onching’ lotier,

" Sinaerely,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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| BOTANISCH LABORATORIUM Groiingen (Hotheriunde) el MR
. DER RIKS
" arD. nawnmﬂwuuxmu
GROOTE BQSSII STRAAT 31
GRONINGEN

Dear Hr, Degener,

I must apologize for my long delaying to write you aud to

answer your letter of Hov.8, 1939, ¥rom December to iébruary we
had a 4uits unuauafﬁaevere winter and I did not feel well duﬂ:ng—_
those months. 30 I forgot entirely your last letter, But aiter—
wards I did pay your bills to an amount of:

Lachevalier) Pariss i i o o4 @ 45w b« =Lerdis90e

Dulte & 0o, MUncheny % 7 & & wie eAdents

HefTer & Jons, CambridEe. . . . o = o = o 20,30,

£.82,78,
I hope you will pay this to me in due time in any form, If

you prefer to balange 11 4% once, please do 1t through the

- ‘amsterdamsche 3aunk", Amstesiay, or Greailgen, I think the post
P connection via ifew York and Italy, aa well viw the lletherlunas <

ITndies, 1s: sure enough, In thatl cxse you must bear in mind that

1 still owe you a dsbt of # 5,24,
wany thanks for the nuges of your #lora Hawasilensis I recaived

from you few weeks ago. Bapecially that with the key of Bantelum

#as wellcoms, as I intend to start soon revising the mntslacene l
of " the Mulay archipeligo,

sablication on Kurthalsella, including ma=ny dute on the
Hawalian species, has appéared in the Huitenzorg Rulletin., I did
ol yel see the 'paper, but ug spon as I will receive the seperate
copies I will send you one,

Tith kind regards,

fours truly,

/ Méé(%ww i
Hunt Institute for Botanical Docurﬁe‘ﬁfitﬁ
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EARL EDWARD SHERFF

Chicago Teachers College
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE
Chicago, Illinols , July 4th, 1940

Mr, Otto Degener,
Waialua, Osghu,
Hawaii Terr.

My dear Mr. Degener:-
Your package of miscellaneous plants came a week or

8o ago and I have now determined them mostly. They will come back to you
as soon as I get enough to make it pay for the Field Museum to make up

& shipment. I have guite an assortment of Bidens from you that I hope

to attack later in the summer. I have to teach in our summer school this
time and so have less time at my disposal than usual,

My gall-bladder trouble hes largely passed away but I still have
the very lame right elbow and have not felt able to make any illustratien
of the new Lipochaeta. I hope you will get & new artist that you can
count on to do such tasks, Personally, I have not drawn plates for I believe
ten yesrs end my nerves I sm sure would not be steady enough to do work
eny more of which I would or could be proud.

The Aleurites specimens were most interesting. Those of one num-
ber were an exact match for my A. Remyi! I noted that you had, according to
your enclosed slip, perhaps crossed the numbers for the fruits and that
I should be guided by the context of Mrs. Jaggar's letter, But her letter
afforded me no basis for guidance. Anyway, I did not see off-hand any
distinction that would seem to have any specific significance. I see that
Mrs, Jagear failed to collect female inflorescences. Too bad, for these

might offer something to go by. Anyway, in all the peculiar variations N

that I have seen in accepted A. moluccana material, from different countries,
L have never seen the leaf form found in A. Remyi and so have felt that

with detasiled study it will stand up as a good species. I enclose Mrs,
Jaggar's letter. I have planted three of the seeds sent me, but even if
these germinate and trees grow, nothing can be hoped from here at this

end for years to come.

If Mrs. Jaggar or someone else can obtain fuller data and material
for this A. Remyi tree, and perhaps even & good shar photograph of the tree
(if there is anything distinguishing dbout its habit), I shall be glad to
make a write-up for one of my articles, Or if you should prefer, it would
be splendid 1If you could assemble full data and specimens and set this forth
in your Flora.

I received your separates recently of our new Lipochaeata (var,
Sellingii) and one other of our novelties, I forget off-hand which one.
There were only two of each, and these had gotten wrinkled. As I have these
mutual projects bound into three sets of my collected contributions, it will
be fine if you can enclose three or four more when next you send me &
package.

I do hope that the lady whom Mps. Jaggar knows can tell just where
on Kauai the A. Remyi nuts came from. hlso, this lady's nzme? And just where
is the tree on Hawaii?

I sympathize with you keenly in your loss of Emilio. He was s&p-
parently & treasure, in spite of his limitations.--By the way, just how
much does it require in money to act as patron to & single colored plate
in your Plora. If this is not a personal matter, I have thought how I might
in each of my advanced classes ar unce every semester, in a purely spon-
taneous way, t@e great opportunity that the bettaer-to-do students who might
be gnterestgd in taxonomy would have and do have to participate in an inter-
national undertsking like this, or &t least one of warld-wide importance,

Hunt Institute for Botgnical Documentation
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~—' 1 remember that on several occasions when I have shown students your

Flora and remarked upon an cccasional colored plate, they have ex-
claimed with delight at its beauty or value and I suspect that two or three
might have offered to act as sponsor or patron had an opportunity been af-
forded. Anyway, it might not be a bad idea if I were to be put in a
position where I could be ready to enlist such assistance. _

a Pittosporum work is coming along rather satisfactorily. I feel
howver that at best it will be only a preliminary monograph or revision.
I &3n mark out various new varieties etc. that are pronounced, &nd tie
them up with the established concepts of the past. But perhaps more than
with any of the other groups thet.I have revised thus far a vast amount
of information about these forms must be dug out by extended fieldstudy.
-—-Fortunately, the valuable set of Hillebrand specimers did not get lost
at sea, as Possibly I told you was to be feared. I recently heard from
Dr. Diels Tafter seven months for me to reach him and the reply to travel
back thpough the censors' hands!). The shipment had been withheld the y
last moment, a year ago, and so the plants are safe in Berlin. He assured
me that he would send them &s soon as the war a8 over and transportation
became safe once more. So in this genus, as in the others, I shall have
the very valuable privilege of using Hillebrand's own wonderful collect-
ion as a basis. In Pittosporum, however, his collection will not probably
be so vital as in most of the other cases.

If you have more materlzl for me to name, do not hesitate to
send it along. I shall try socon to cateh up with your plants.
With all good wishes, I am, as ever.

Yours xe

Hunt dnstitute for Botanical Documentation




USE AIR MAIL FOR SPEEDY SERVICE !
TRANSPACIFIC AR MAIL PUTS HAWAI WITHIN NINETEEN HOURS OF CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES ! |

HONOLULU STAR-BULLETIN.LIMITED _ corasuionco wwex

PuBLISHERS oF HONOLULU STAR-BULLETIN—EVENING DAILY (Excert SuNDAY)
125 MERCHANT STREET - TELEFMONE 4811 - CABLE AND WADIO, STARDUL, HONOLULU, HAwAlL U. 8. A.

PRINTERS
PUBLISHERS
BOOKBINDERS
LITHOGRAPHERS

PHOTO ENGRAVERS
. W
‘tyﬂijfrj“;-lvlku-_ April 29, 1940,

b' Dear Mr, Degener:

itany thanks for the air plant, I have pinmed it up
on the curtain in the office and shall await the miracle,

It was very thoughtful of you to relay it to me.

I have long intended to write you and thank you, ton, for
the card you sent me after the Tower about you and your work

appeared, I deeply appreciated it.

sirs. Slaten and I have planned to drive by and pay you
another eall, but have not been able to make it conveniently
as yet, We tried it yesterday afternoon, but ran into detours and
closed roads that prevented, We hope to be able to do it yet,

sometime, A visit with you is a genuine inspiration.

Sincerely rours,

Ao 7JME‘?4“0‘J i I i

Hunt Institute for Botanical' Documentation
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Ae to the sals of sets,all risht,but you should do the negotiating
when we sent vou word that the matsrial is syailabls. You should state .Ji
your unit price ,10 cents I believe, plus the fact that transportation
from Jamaica Pian will be at their-exoenss; 'the bills to be mede out
4n vour name mnd payment made dirsct to you Iin Hawall. I

Degener's suggested Counter suggestion
distribution B0
Set 1 ( study set) Arborefunm 0K,
Set 2 Degener or H.¥. 0K
Set B N.Y,.or Degenexr JOR S .
Set ¢,Nissourt Sgt.Oard | sale ':imum
St 5,U.5.0,4pr. (Fosberg) sale Noggbjection
Set 6,iew [ EeTieies nﬁlﬁ-—— " off

Tyis i 25 egp 8s we are in apreemsnt. I think before we get any
more deeply involved that we should come to a very dafinite undergtand=
ing as ©o the disposition of the remaining sefs. I haye never liked
institubional sales of sets of duplieates,and Smith isn't very happy over
having ©to arum up sales for remaining ssts of duplicaetes. Ve both thini
thet this is your job,we uierely to act as sgents and see that the .
snecimens ave packed snd shipped when the time comeds We begin to think
“4hat all these arrangments should heve been agrsed to before we gou
mixzed up in the matter ! _ _ _

How cones ths matter of what we may call "exchange''sefs,for the AA
and lew York,for our i B00 as asaings N.¥. § 250.00. You s&y sats 7,8,8
%6 New York ,which leaves us nothimg but a study set for doing all tie work
‘and jof courseygebting the glory. I wonld counter with this nroposition:

Arnold Arboretunm Hew York Hot.Gard.
Set 7 Sst B
St 9 Set 10
Sat 11 Get 12
Sets will be getting to be pratiy thin by the time 12 is reasched.
We will,of course,turn bes %o you all of % we'rrial ebove "1z

in those ceses whers you prepared 20 to 30 duplicates,so that you ean
use this naterisl as & club with your subscribsrs etc.

Iet ma lmow as soon as you can what you think about my countexr
proposals in the mctual distribution of sets, We cannot move on this
fiatber for Some wesks yei, i.e.,the actual meling up of seftis,and It A
really ought  to be defsrred until the identifications sre madse,so that
the labels may be complated 8s a job.

In addition to the mbove suggested disposition of "sets" we have,
of ‘course,taken out selected smell sets for spedialisbs where we shall
have to depend on others for neking determinations. This will effeect
totels to only a slight degrae However,ss thers eren'h many "specialista"
on Folynesian groups in the Unifed Stebes,and Hurope is "olossd"
for the duration of the war.

I am sure thatijou will see the
gunplied some Tunds Lo you,will sxpe
the material into shape for study (ecounti
expressazeand postege on S&ts : ] etc.88a,,that we should
recelive at least as fair & "break" the N.¥.Bot.Gard. that put us
oRly $§ 250,00% -

Very trglyey

tification of my plea that if we
¢ 0.00 mere gatbing

" Hunt Institute for Botanical Decumentation



NATURHISTORISKA RIKSMUSEUM
PALECBOTANISKA AVDELN,
STOCKHOLM B0

31.1.1939.

Dr. Otto Degener
Waialua
Oahu
Hawaiian Isls., U.S5.A.

Dear Dr. Degener,

Professor Samuelsson has handed over to me your letter
of Dec.23, 1938, since at our museum the Pteridophytes (as well
as the Gymnosperms and the Bryophytes) are kept together with the
fossil plants in the palaeobotanical department, of which I am the
curator., I can find no record of any previous correspondence, but
I wish to tell you that we shall be glad to purchase a collection
’ f 4 of Pteridophytes from especially Borneo and the Philippines. I do
’Iaﬁakm \ no% yet know how much money we shall be able to spend for this
purpose, so I should be obliged if you could tell me approximately
how many Centuries a complete set would contain, Meanwhile, pleasge
send us a first consigmment of a few Centuries, &s you propose.
Professor Samuelsson, who has nothing else of importance
to communicate at present, asks me to thank you for your letter
and the enclosed label, and to convey his compliments.
Yours sincerely
7T Calle .
(7.6. Halle)

“"Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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_and throat operetion. Iz, Puck then Induced Clemn Rusg to go

2&!1;& T w411 reprint it in extonse in ny Flore. I thi=k ¢

. only illustrated deporipiiozs in my#

p, Pnek publish tho speoicen in ¢ lishep Duseus Fubl !
ever, Tecls that doseripiions of mew species be £i
publieetion vao wmtil wo nighat pet more exd bek

. I eonld not gomd tho foreats for thls tree ao I hod Juet h

h M%&um;d. Ihis meant ?ogio aailﬁaamgn I wen®
' \ B for o OV VRS :
S i s S T s

A -
hip position end 1 Te ble to impose on him for
I!thno : -~ the be
nor By the B.l. Conpequantly I am %o get 1%
Bot Cerden publication umder our §

of the woy. Thon whon I soue seross the plemt ix gool enough oo

4p the best plony for us. :
Row thet the Bic lugeun wader Iz, Buck is villing Yo publish sone= |
thing for me, I foel I should sweept the offsw, It indicotes in & nore
or lesp fovmal way thet post 1ll-Tfoeiing is over now thatl %emn < |
gholved. I therefore wish %o publish Fegare mmultifoliclate “eges Skottabe,
Joiztly with you there. I now have o setlsfactory drowing of it o uaun,,_,q
anfl have Qlseovored now spocimens - many with frult bt somehow thet?a-r
t11lete Liover is elusive, I mst yot go to the DL, te get localitiee
for specinens sollested by Torbes and pomgibly Hoek end othera. Forbos
golleoted 11 in the Eoolen Rangel

For noveltieon I sonsiotently heve Latin deperipilons. The only exe i
ception was Schledes Gregorianc. There the lotin was purposely fnitted
bessupe our £riond hnd ihe nerve to Aelete nll refercauces o ne in Coum {
ond Hoseln's mB., whon I wes eoopeveting witha thes on the plant wideh I

{
< |

hod found yeors ego inlopondsntly end hof desoribed ap mew Im ns, T
onlttel o Ietin so that Coon aoll Hopekn should got oredlt for the
gpecied, saud thet Gregory thould roceive T2e eredit he dew al the
game tine. Thonsh I slveys use latin, T hove tried %o reduee 1% to &
minfime beosiipe i consider s good illusiretion o fer more "mniversal
1enguapo” than any tomgue, sneiont or noderu,

To print o verbose Iatin 8dagmosic in my Flore Heow., bought fer nore
by toursiste end sorden lovers then by golontiote is podswiic, obd Uil
able to vy lﬁﬂ&? veoder, end & terrible ungle of apsoo mull NoDEy. "o
Inow os well B8 L iast not ome per eant,,.of ur clientele will reed fts 51
lengo my diogmonen cre refuced Yo o wintimn - obont threo lines = and & |
econteir Just enongh to "geb bye" with the law. In the ssse of Fagars
miltiPoliolate, thereforve, I eu seticfied fo print gyour full Ieokin dos—
oription in B.Mgean jublicetion,. Sut for ny Flore I sdll omit 1% alto=- ||
gether, "
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i, odvartise ny Ploea finy,for vhica I en
(not bomtaal) gtandpoint. By
proper labeling, I B not only gavod
mmxmind‘butmowddn&nm zud,  Goumers
; anzaemm Plcasec.nu'taoituﬂhwplm'bﬁ

I en Whnﬂmmmgtumt&am thene mm
:r"ma.‘l.' tmamﬂﬁmn ve these over to b a Thope hnordle=
i ” : 1 an 'a_o:.:ig tals to got "iimmiar® for wy "Flura umuwsls"i

ny novelties bafmhmﬂ

tly Lot *Ehere qum
m%e s g:ﬁ:i E: reaoﬂ.m

i fawmﬁ & agroement. I Ve can gantimme
= Ahen I 'shell gled $o eond you everything on Hengvols, San um, 8 ﬂ ‘
el angd Wikstroemie s & beglaming, Jut i yoo wish do prink
- = flen mﬂmmmmennnmﬁermmumarmm.

. muley I'foul I ouguld retnir my specimens snd when the time pernd
ap —fwmnumn;um?xm.znmammﬂm&-
- menisy nwm m;rﬁm’n&mt fihitney exd tiey have been mutuslly W

!mwill&maw podat of view when you reulize thad I mumb reteﬂm

ﬁ o8 for ny Flore low,, &ad sgtramously mush it,
ia by the ingrensing incone Iyon Lie mﬂe £ oy books thot
eon odequitely o, 0y field work cxd exvenmive ta:s-*o_h* in the
i-:hmﬂa (end besk in ihe punchive of sy Yomlels lot). Ty Flearn mist comz

w 1 tmn‘a trm ;Book TiI ocutl sudn.

&m msiéenb:l.y interosted in your resctiom Vo iy Flom &n express-
R in your socend list of Hew,agc.il. O course no two botanints ever
wm egroo on £ll nointe, end we ave no exceptionp, Iy loose~locf oy~
will enohle me to moke ugeestery chonges wheb ouge i get argund |
to « Tour -or five troes of Edw,anifeliclaba occur Iin 'mm and
henes I raqz that the plomt cun vell Le nceovded gheeific rank, ie
ﬂni p single monstrosity but spparently ia poreiobing in 'v:m-y
e e« 1T 1% were not Tor cat‘hle, 1% might vell eover ouitc ma
ares ir the roglam, Now that I heve Sophore tomentosn growing 1% By
goaden, I en imelined %o Feduce Sdwerisip - not goite sure yot. I hove
go much nev muterdel on haxd %o print thet I hove nogleeted (.o::“"eathh_.
errors Duoh oo Liw,, Sorilmomidinm end Se,tmlvmaon, In rogerd $o Trena
lobolie, ynilaes ve vin o vege defiritcly to o type epocimen we wan't

E§
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fusion
ecsily underotood rules to heve & faw nonenolstoriell ellexngo:
¢ genere Imown to only g Gozen botenipls cuWeYe

A
e St . GoLon Hore con
e ond more mulgsnee eriscs by having €ll Mnds of oXoeybl =

The Ji srve soming out o lokulein temorrow o viait us - Nave

i oeen for yerrs. I vill give then -this lotter to nail i
::gn for me. Country nedl @olivery 1s nob %00 vellebles

\
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FLOARA LUIDIFOLIOIATA Dogener & Skottobere AQ

FAGARA MUILIFOLIOLATA Dagen &‘ottaberg
VATANAE FRICKIN-ASH; LK of

mm&g Jagency & Skottobergs Slottob. in Med. Goetob,.

L Bob. S:g. 10 ¢ 166, 1936,  Clpe & ._wjﬂ_gﬁuo-‘.m ‘

Fogon multifoliolote Yogemor ¢ Srotteberg sp. noveirbor perve, grooillp, |

gleberrina, o 3 motros slte. Folis petlolo 2 = 4 en. longo suffulte.
Foliola 5 - 9 ¥el irntexfum 31, DIOTUMCUC 7. obtusiungeuls, coricesa,

utzrin sicoo reticulo distineto v oo |

- S——

I‘ J

[
f2A
BLE "
I & :
B |
N3N |
£ ,
‘“:T 3 ¢ Diglea. Flos saseulus apertus usnue 11 mm. disnetre, vedicello crasni- ||
::—':” { ® e 2= 35 longo, bracteolis ovatis prove bosin insortis oiwe. |
1 s donglo, uow cofumin, eun pedicello sepelicque denge et mbmubisaipe
|
|

S nimte lete deltolden, ¢ire. 0.8 m, lo gt 1 s

lata, Fetols leviter rocuyve, oveto-oblongn, eraoglusculs, nizute ecoch=-

o t _mexr Go, proeeipuc vorsus epicon mimmbipeime pepillosa, ||
4,8 =6 mn, longn et 2 = 2.4 mn, late, mipra nlba, infea fupco-rubra, |
Stenine ercclo-patentis 4 - 4,2 mm, Jougn, f1lenento glbe, inerasaste
ot _comnlaneto, aplec s-ttermeto, 3 - 3.2 ma. longo et 0.9 - 1 ma. leto; |
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T Tegencr 4 Sottoborg ﬁ

——————

This wether rave Fognrn, olosely relsted to F. kzuaicnsis (4.0ray)
Bngl., of Esved, 1s endenic to Oclm. It iy be Lound in the unper forent
of %he Wolemne Remge from Pelelme to sbout Falnwahaild Velley. Speeinens
exanined fron this mountedn renge are the following: Degemer, Fork &
Takameto 10,318 (2ype), decalent, pastured forest, Palehus, Jov,25.1930,

Skottoberg 344, Palehma above 600 m., Aug. 24, 1922. Degexn er's BEOT
oolleoted by J'ohﬂ Horner, top of mpuntain, Falelma, Jen. 16, 1927,

Degeney 8609, et mrmit, neer iloime Kopn end Pelikea, Jon. 15, 1927. [
Degener Poxk, Potler, Bush & Topping 10,319, in donse we} Toresh, enot
slope of Pun Kaua, Oabm, Jen, 19, 1936, Degoner & Talwmote 10,064, dark II'
forect, 1Madle Palowad Ridge, ey 12, 1936, Degener & Park €599, mnall
volley naethecst of Puu Hepape, fug. 7, 1932. Degomer, Poark & T.JHitie
8597, in forest ot top of Piko Treil, Maime Velley, July 10,1932,

14 chould be emphesized that Forbes colleeted this specles in the Koolow

1$ifoliole 1111 be deoseribed less ’ceo.m'?m_lg in _»e ener 'ty

HURATT FOr BSHARIE DO CE e Rt AtON
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The Catholic Husiversity of Aumerica
Haslington, B. C.

DEPARTMENT GF BIOLOGY April 13, 1935

Mr. Ctto Degener,

Wew York Botsnical Garden,

Bronx Park, (Fordham BEranch P.0.)
New York, Ne Ye

Dear Mp, Degener:

1 have your letter of April 11. Did you
receive the p:tlt;uf Uneinia uncinata? If so, are you
going to publish it soon? I would like to have the ori-
ginal drawing returned after the engraver is finished with

itl
I notice a mumber of Hawsiian plants in. the

Doubletten-Verzeichnis of the Berliner Botenischen Tansch=
vereinge I would much prefer to get these plants direct
from yous Have you already sent these to me or will =t

you promige to szend them to me? This will obviate ordering

the game plemts from two sources. If there are any plmts%—?&a'é‘

in particular you wish, let mef lmow eand I will gend them
to you.

If you wish to ship plante direct from the
Hawaiisn Ielandsy let me Jmow, and I will send you an order
for the epproximate mimber by return meil. We have sent an
order to the Business Office for the 32 plants of Hawaii.

You should receive the order in & few dayse

Very truly yours,
[ or v
Kl et

fugh O'Weill,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




The Catholic Mnibersity of America
HUSH O'NEILL, CURATOR Buslington, B. . JOHN O'BRIEN, CYTOLOGIST ‘
IVAR TIDESTROM, RESEARCH SPECIALIST LANGLOIS HERBARIUM vgtclnr ABELL. ASSISTANT CURATOR
-

ARTHEME DUTILLY, RESEARCH ASSOCIATE

List of Determinetions for Dr. Otto Degensr

Degener

408. Scirpus lineatus Michx.

413, Cyperus dentatus Terr.

409. n L n

416, .. filiculmis Vanl

415, ™ owmlaris (Michx.) Torr.

17428, " oderatus L. = C. ferax L, C. Rich.

455, Carex bermudians Hemsley

748. Carex sures Nutt.

447, Carex pallescens L,

408, Carex canasscens L.

499, Eleocharis caribass (Rotth.) Blake

442, Carex luride Wahlenb.

481. Cerex stricta Lem. var. stricticr (Dewey) Carey
450, Cerex Longii Mackenzie

17407. Carex lanuginosa l'ichx
17408, Carex "

453. Carex crinits Lam,
433, Elesocharis compressa Sull,
428, M tenuis (Willd.) Schultes too young

17576. s obtusa (Willd,) Schult.

470, Eriophorum anzustifolium Roth.

421, ! brachyantheum Trautv,

458. Carex inflsta Huds. = Carex rostrate Stokes

John and Theyer 7288. Carex pseudo-scirpoides Hydb.

Cyperus dentatus Torr. Degener, Coll, 8-15-22-24, Gay Head, Mass,

Cyperus polystachyos Rottb. var. texensis (Torr.) Fernald Degener, Coll.
8/14/21. Pembroke Marsh, Bermuds

Dichromena colorata (L.) Hitchoe. Degener, Coll. 7/30/21. Devonshire
Marsh, Bermuda

Qarex capiteta L, 8. J. Ewer, Coll. Mt, Wash. M. H, near alnine Garden Ares,

Seirpus caespitosus L. " " Mt. Katahdin, Me,

Fimbristylis autumnsali (L.) 3. et 8. P. 0. Schallert, Coll, Urban N, C,
9/16/34.

Cyperus dizndrus Torr. Hapemen, Coll. Minden, Neb. 8/22/22.

Driesbach 838%. Bulbostylis capilleris (L.) Clarke

Carex Bigelovii Torr.EWer, S. J. Mt, Katshdin, Me, 8/14/28,

Carex debilis Michx. R. E. Torrey, Sept. 1920. Amherst, Mess.

8. J. Ewer, Et. Katshdin, Me. No. Bmsin 8/14/28. Carex brimnescens Poir.

R. E, Torrey, Carex festucasa Schk. imherst, Mass.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF ENTOMGLOGY
. “ WASHINGTOM, D. C.
. >
TROPICAL, BUBTROPICAL, AND U‘N‘"lﬂlL 'P. Q. Bo: w

FLANT INBECT INVESTIGATIONS

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

Honolulm, T. H.
December 9, 1931

Prof. Otto Degener
2820 University dve. )
Honolulun, T. H. 4 -

Dear Sir:

Referring to our correspondence of October, 1580,
regerding certein Island plants as possible insecticides,
we are now in a position to take up this study. fWe wounld
eppreciate very much eny information that you may give us
relative o the murce of various poisonous plants. Cen
you supply us with information where & good supply of the
following may be secured?

W!.I:strog;'g Sp.
Tephrosia piscatoria
Cocenlug Ferrandienue
Isotoma lonziflore
Piscidid erythrina
Anagallis arvensis

Suggestions as to other possible poisonous plants
would be greatly appreciated.

Very tmly yours,

. 0. McBride,
Entomologist.
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UNIVERSITE DE MONTREAL /-’

FACULTE DES SCIENCES

LABORATOIRE DE BOTANIQUE

1288, muE BAINT-DENIS, MONTREAL

FREAEMARIE-VICTORIN.F.EC, D Sc M & BT

FROrTRLEUN

o

Montreal, April 22, 1926

JULES BIENVENL-BRUNEL

aARmaTaNT

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

Mr., Otto Degener,
University of Hawaili,
Honolulu, Hawaii.

My dear Sir:

We have received, some time
ago, two papers on Lycopodium prothallia, reprinted
from the Botanical Gazette. We thank you very much
for same, and send you in exchange, as reaquested,
Prof. Vietorin's monograph on the Lycopods of
Quebec.

Wie would be very glad to arrange a regular
exchange of publications with your Institution.
If you are interested in this matter, please let
us know, and we will put your name on our permanent
mailing-list.

Very truly yours,

eea L2

Agsistant

>




	DSC_0001
	DSC_0002
	DSC_0003
	DSC_0004
	DSC_0005
	DSC_0006
	DSC_0007
	DSC_0008
	DSC_0009
	DSC_0010
	DSC_0011
	DSC_0012
	DSC_0013
	DSC_0014
	DSC_0015
	DSC_0016
	DSC_0017
	DSC_0018
	DSC_0019
	DSC_0020
	DSC_0021
	DSC_0022
	DSC_0023
	DSC_0024
	DSC_0025
	DSC_0026
	DSC_0027
	DSC_0028
	DSC_0029
	DSC_0030
	DSC_0031
	DSC_0032
	DSC_0033
	DSC_0034
	DSC_0035
	DSC_0036
	DSC_0037
	DSC_0038
	DSC_0039
	DSC_0040
	DSC_0041
	DSC_0042
	DSC_0043
	DSC_0044
	DSC_0045
	DSC_0046
	DSC_0047
	DSC_0048
	DSC_0049
	DSC_0050
	DSC_0051
	DSC_0052
	DSC_0053
	DSC_0054
	DSC_0055
	DSC_0056
	DSC_0057
	DSC_0058
	DSC_0059
	DSC_0060
	DSC_0061
	DSC_0062
	DSC_0063
	DSC_0064
	DSC_0065
	DSC_0066
	DSC_0067
	DSC_0068
	DSC_0069
	DSC_0070
	DSC_0071
	DSC_0072
	DSC_0073
	DSC_0074
	DSC_0075
	DSC_0076
	DSC_0077
	DSC_0078
	DSC_0079
	DSC_0080
	DSC_0081
	DSC_0082
	DSC_0083
	DSC_0084
	DSC_0085
	DSC_0086
	DSC_0087
	DSC_0088
	DSC_0089
	DSC_0090
	DSC_0091
	DSC_0092
	DSC_0093
	DSC_0094
	DSC_0095
	DSC_0096
	DSC_0097
	DSC_0098
	DSC_0099
	DSC_0100
	DSC_0101
	DSC_0102
	DSC_0103
	DSC_0104
	DSC_0105
	DSC_0106
	DSC_0107
	DSC_0108
	DSC_0109
	DSC_0110
	DSC_0111
	DSC_0112
	DSC_0113
	DSC_0114
	DSC_0115
	DSC_0116
	DSC_0117
	DSC_0118
	DSC_0119
	DSC_0120
	DSC_0121
	DSC_0122
	DSC_0123
	DSC_0124
	DSC_0125
	DSC_0126
	DSC_0127
	DSC_0128
	DSC_0129
	DSC_0130
	DSC_0131
	DSC_0132
	DSC_0133
	DSC_0134
	DSC_0135
	DSC_0136
	DSC_0137
	DSC_0138
	DSC_0139
	DSC_0140
	DSC_0141
	DSC_0142
	DSC_0143
	DSC_0144
	DSC_0145
	DSC_0146
	DSC_0147
	DSC_0148
	DSC_0149
	DSC_0150
	DSC_0151
	DSC_0152
	DSC_0153
	DSC_0154
	DSC_0155
	DSC_0156
	DSC_0157
	DSC_0158
	DSC_0159
	DSC_0160
	DSC_0161
	DSC_0162
	DSC_0163
	DSC_0164
	DSC_0165
	DSC_0166
	DSC_0167
	DSC_0168
	DSC_0169
	DSC_0170
	DSC_0171
	DSC_0172
	DSC_0173
	DSC_0174
	DSC_0175
	DSC_0176
	DSC_0177
	DSC_0178
	DSC_0179
	DSC_0180
	DSC_0181
	DSC_0182
	DSC_0183
	DSC_0184
	DSC_0185
	DSC_0186
	DSC_0187
	DSC_0188
	DSC_0189
	DSC_0190
	DSC_0191
	DSC_0192
	DSC_0193
	DSC_0194
	DSC_0195
	DSC_0196
	DSC_0197
	DSC_0198
	DSC_0199
	DSC_0200
	DSC_0201
	DSC_0202
	DSC_0203
	DSC_0204
	DSC_0205
	DSC_0206
	DSC_0207
	DSC_0208
	DSC_0209
	DSC_0210
	DSC_0211
	DSC_0212
	DSC_0213
	DSC_0214
	DSC_0215
	DSC_0216
	DSC_0217
	DSC_0218



