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- 24 Last 82 Street,
New York, K. Y.
Jen. 11, 1954,

L'Honorable i. Schaff,
Députd-kaire,
Assemblée Nationale,
Paris, France.

Dear Sir:

Because I had not yet received satisfaction from France, I sailed
from Rotterdam on the "Nieuw Amsterdsm" for New York December 17, 1953, to
complain Januery 1 to ALL 300 or so members of the Congress of the United
States in Washington how I was being swindled in the AFFAIRE CHENG HO by
French Government Officials in Tahiti. I also had planned to ask Congress
to pay my claim of approximately $ 63,000 against the French Government by
gubtracting that sum from any further shipment of funds from America to
Frence if the present Government of France, herself, cannot see that jus-

tice is done.

s know from previous answers to letters of complaint that I wrote to a
few members.of my, Ptﬂg“’ that they were disturbed to learn how an Ameri-
can citizen,is’Veing: flagrantly swindled by French Government Officials,
Ie i% not an indication of colonial breakdown in French Oceasnia? If I had

the enclosed (in English translation) to all 300 members, as I had
intended Jamuary 1, it would have caused a furore in Washington Harmful to
France at thie criticel time, I have nothing againet France per se and do
pot wish to stir up feelinge in Washington sgainst her, That is the reason
for my present silence... / A fig o177 e ugal,

But if my claim continues to be ignored by France, you cannot expect me
to be silent indefinitely, French Government Officials swindled me out of
assets exceeding § 63,000, have caused me considerable additional expense
fighting for justice, and I do demand just payment., When will that come3

My patience i just-about ended.

Sincerely,
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Hon, My, Herbert B:rowﬁell, d7ay
U, 8. Attorney General, /
Washington, DJ C.

Dear Sir:

queat thatogg}- nstth ber to my .

Dollars ($+60 agains e Fr b & T e 'R
?’tel:gggd a brgcﬁ of contract, depriving me of the possession
of my former 98\ foet 1ong_£hteak and campnor woeods, junk-yacht

Iy

¥
i i to e agreement recorded in Book 2156 ages
;,ngl glfoﬁ.'g&fggg ﬂo?%anveymces for the Territory of Hawaﬁi'a% o=
nolulu, T. 8, T

agreement wes signed July 7, 1947, the option
maturing five yeak later. The individuals preventing me from ex—

erelsing my rights according to the contwct being mainly past and
present French Gove ent Officials located in Tahiti and viecinity,

The vessel "Cheng Ho" was built by Mys, Anne Aychbold of Washington,
D,C., in Hong Kong. at a2 cost of sppmﬁ_.mately $100,000,

In 1940 - 41 the vegsel was used for a soientific expedition to the
Fiji Ilsnads in which Yegmer took part as botanist,

Mrs, Arehbold sold her vesé.‘el,theﬂchmg Ho" for "§1,)) and love" to
the U, S, Navy in July 1941. The vessel was used as a Weather Ste tion
in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, during\the War/

Avout the md of the War, nemely February 3, 1947, Mrs. Archbold re-
ﬁined possession of the "Cheng Ho2 from the U, S, Navy under Public
w 305, Otto Degener being her auégt.

5 lghcrtly thereafter Degener purcha\aﬁd the "Cheng Ho" from irs, Arch-
old,

With associates, most of them Amerigan citizens, Degener fofmed the

"Cheng Ho Trading & loring Company, incorporated as an American cor-
poration in honolulu,Eanwaii, in 1947, 24 i

N
Degener sold his vessel, the "Ching Ho™", then appraised at $75,000,
to this corporation for shares in-the same on condition, however,
that he own the ogtion to puyehase the"Cheng Ho" for $15,000 five
gz;:rgeéate; Eco:d r{.g to the agreement récorded in Pook 2156, pages

- (=] € Yegliatry of Gonve ces Tor the Ter J i
& Hcmoiulu. yan e Territory of Hawaii

\
The Company sent the vessel, stocked with trade & y
4 ; st >rade goods, to Tahiti

under command of Capt. Eric deBisschop, former Friich Gomsul in Hawali,
At the time it was not known to “egener and most other shareholder
+h?'tide=Bie.schop had a eriminal record in France and’ even then was
waiting for deportati ffon 1 by ‘ 15
si_v-rab(i's alim'.o #lion 1fom the U,s., by our Govemment as an und e-
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Mokulela Beach, Walalua,
Oahu, H .
April e, 1954,

Hon, My, Herbert Brownell, ;r'l
U, 8. Ittom.! General,
Washington, D, C.

Dear Sir:

assign a number to my claim for Sixt
Thousand %oﬁ'ﬁi'ft%fw g the FPrench Govemment, This

i{s the result of a bfeach of contract, depriving me of possession og'
my former 98 foot long, teak and eunfﬁwr wo0ds, junk-yacht "Cheng Ho",
aocording to the agreement recorded in Book 2156, pages 247-249,
Feglstry of Conveyances for the Territory of Hawall at Honolulu, T. H.
Ryt sk Alonid Tuiy 7, 1041, a0 optien metusian f1vh peios
later, The individuals preventing me from exercising my rights accord-
ing to the contraot bein uainlyvgaut end present French Government
Offiolals located in '!ahfti and vicinity.

The vessel "Cheng Ho"™ was built by Mrs. Anne Archbold of Washington,
D. o.f In Hong xmgsat a ocost of approximately $100,000,

the vessel wae used for a schentific expedition to the
mf“zﬂﬂi?m which Mr, Otto Degener, American citizen resident in
the Hawalien Islands, took part as boteamist.

Mrs, Archbold sold her vessel, the "Cheng HoP for "$1.00 and love"
to the U, 8, Navy in July 1941, The vessel was used ag a Weather Sta-
tion in Pearl Harbor, Hawall, during the Second World War.

About the end of the la:-‘ namely February 3, 1947, Mrs. Archbold
regained possession of the "Cheng Ho" fyom the U, 8, Navy under Pub-
lic Law 308, Otto Degener being her agent.

bol?mﬂ:ly thereafter Degener purchased the "Cheng Ho" from Mrs. Arche

With uuociateu‘ most of them American citizens, Degener foymed the

"Cheng Ho Trading lorin " inocorporated as an Ameri
corporation {n smzﬁ. Heweld, 1n 1047, 7 -

Degener sold his vessel, the "Cheng Ho", then appraised at $75,000
to tl:fs corporation for shares on condition howwlzg'. that he gwn't.hn'
option to puchase the "Cheng Ho" for 315,005 five years later aceord-
ing to the agfeement recorded in Book 2156, pages 247-249, of the Fe-
glstry of Conveyances for the Territory of Hawaii at Honol'.ulu.

The Company sent the vessel stoeked with ar and tmade

Tahiti under cormend of Capt. irio dlBisnuhopTlf'omor F e o

m:; :; :h;gint it was not known to Degener an
a sschop had a oriminal

was walting for deportation from the U.“”ﬂ e it a e

degireable alien,



Upon t. deBiasschop's yeturn from Tahiti to Honolulu with the
"Cheng nouspmstdemblo 1itigation followed whiah, homuri does not
concern the present case, What is pertinent, mi is the evidenoe
gshown in the Court Proceddings before Federal Judge and
again before Circuit e Pence in Honolulu that the ruah,m Capt.

the vessgel fraudulently under the french
- ey e rtg,é;‘z::, '!.no‘t;. arﬂ.o- of the szomor of Tahiti."

%:‘r::sd'am ly was an American vessel belonging to a company
incorporated in Honolulu, Hawaii, U. B, A,

In his attempt to collect a bad debt owing him and essoclates by de-
Bisschop end to exercise his option to gein ownership of the "Cheng
Ho" acoording to his contract, Degener wrote for visas to visit New
Caledonia (on the way to French Oceania, or Tahiti) and Freneh Oceania,

The Govemor of New Osledonla, where Degener and assoolates own no
agsets whatever, granted ener a visum good for mm. The Gover-
nor of Tahiti, {n whose office the former Fremoh Con dolhuhﬂ had
fraudul ently registered the "Cheng Ho™ under the Fremch nnﬁ ag hig
own p ert&'ratnoa Degener a visum! Incidentally, M, Gallois, Men-
ber of the ernor's Privy Couneil, at that time had chartered the
"Cheng Ho" fyom deBisschop for interisland trading.

Degener t.lmmgg rotests to Mr, Farrington, Delegate to Congress
m.ims, da e French Ambassador, m’}.ater grented anglm

1, an
to mter !‘aﬂtl for three months,

Degener proceeded from New York to Farope engaging e
"Ilarllln-.lgt" from Marseille, Frence r::paﬁsnpore o:a:::‘n?nttg:p
to Tehiti to take possession of the "Sheng Ho" according to contysct.

Degener cancelled passage when he received word June 11 1952, that
the Govemor of Tahit d permit him to take < H
"Cheng Ho" only on oonaltion:” possession of the

1, Degener pay the §15,000 according to option contra .
2, Degener give 51% of the shares or ht‘:];-.st in the eghmg HoB
to the Fremchman, Oscar Nordman, of Papeete, Tahiti, Thig man selected
by the Governor spent mkleau in auf ag result of an insuranae
swindle umlruumt,he sinking of a vessel,
rqg;tg. "Cheng Ho™ remain under the French flag and under Frengh
-

In conclusion, I request that you assign & number to
Mﬂy Thousand Dollays {830,000) against the French Ootelgngﬂez::u
past and present French Government Officlals are depriving me of pos-
:;ngg: 2152' vessel, the "Cheng Hog2, contrary to contraot recorded
Sy ot wgues 247-249, Fegistry of Conveyances for the Teryi-

Yours respectfully,

Dr. Otto Degener



_ ADCRESS REFLY Yo
ariLs e s UNITED STATES
WEB: TRlicG DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
61-21-0 adprdl 19, 1954 hpd
_.--'Il-". : 2 ,,.2/_-
Dr. Otto Degener ".j L 7
Meknsta sesc. \"* LD -
Waialus Wil 7 L‘. - L
Oahu, Hawaii (VU

Re: Undocumented Yacht CHENG HO

Dear Dr. Degener:

This is in reply to your registered letter of Aprdl 6,
1954, relative to & claim presented by you against the Govern-
ment of France concerning the undocumented junk CHENG HO, which
you state has begn illegally registered under the French flag
at Tahiti.

This Department has no arrangenents for the assignment
of mumbers to claims against the French Covernment, nor is
this Department authorized by law to present such claims,

It 1s suggested that you take up this matter with your
attorneys. Ve raturn ths enclosures herewith,

Yours very truly
WARREN E. BURGER

Assistant Attorney General
Civil Division

By

Leavenworth Colby |
Chief, Wdmiralty & Shipping Sectd[onl.

\/

Enclosure No. 40232

cc: TUnited States Attorney
Honolulu, Hawaii
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eaker Joseph W, Martin, Jr.,
Mete 02fice Building, '
Waghington, D, C:

Dear 8ir:

: s eous stand sgainst Commnists in Indo-Ghina
is of mﬁ: 2::2".:..:‘2::%1.. But if the French Government in Indo-
China has been as oo t as it is in Tahiti, this raet‘zorhu;pl is the
reason why the communists have such a strong hold in that Fremch colony
Dishonesty and nhrnllhbr_agi nomiuti; ideas,

) ¢ and tax payer, am rather disillusioned with
th.x}r:ghh .'.:ﬁ’;’,‘gﬁ.i’:y more haga!ou 8 to France until she at least
treats us Americans with decenoy. She accepts billions from us with
little feeling of gratitude and snsul the buck from one bureaucrat to
another when her corrupt Premch Officials in Tahiti swindle an American
ol tizen of assets worth $60,000. Due to our weak, uncritiocal hand-
outs, have we not lost the respeot of the French? !‘hly\‘bclict.o they can
do anything to an American, g 3

to show how the French in Tahiti are, and perhaps elsewhere

in i‘l::tlloloaiu,’guu taking the liberty of drulnglmr attention, and
that of some of your coll es, to the following high-handed ud.nhl

by past and present French ernment O0ffioials., Highest authorities in
':I'arfa know t 1t, but are complacent and do n « Why should
thm '.lh;y believe that we in our hysteria are willing to put up with
an

In 1940-41 Mrs. Archbold of Washington, D. C,, conducted her second
selientifie ntheuttan into the South Seas, For this she uged her pala-
tial vessel, e Cheng Ho, This vessel, 98 ft long and 24 wide, was
built of teak and camphor woods in Hong Kong in imitation of a famous
Chinese junk used in the 15th Century the salt trade, Unlike the
original junk, this modern vessel had two 110 horse-power diesel en-
gnos I:G. all modern convenienoces/ It is said to have cost $199,000

Mrs., Archbold invited as guests for the expedition a Feglstered
Trained Nurse and a number of soientists, one being the Amerd oan botan-
ist Otto Degener, muthor of several books. Instead of visiting meny
different islands of the Pacifiec touched on by the Expedition, Dr,
Dogqur coneentrated for elght months on the study of Fijian plants md
native customs, largely at his own expense,

Degener not only discovered in Fiji many plants new to Solence, in-
cluding a new Family of Tree Butteroups bow bearing his name, Bu'uno
learned from some old men, who had been cannibals in their youth, eth-
noldgical facts. After several years of study, he and various special-
istas at the Smithsonien end €lsewhere publighed the results of his re-
searches and collecting, Thig was gratifying to Mrs. Archbold sponsor
of the Expedition and owner of the Cheng Ho, ;
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Mokulela Beach, Walalua,
Oahu, Hawaii.
June 8, 1954,

My dear Senator Millikin:

I thank you for your April 350 letter regarding
the Cheng Ho affair. About two years ago Floft Hawaii for Washington to
complain to the State Pepartment, Mr, Tallman at the l?roﬁch Desic there
ﬁnmd].y istened to my oase and then brought me to State Yepartment at-
torney (whose neme I do not recall) in the same building for further ad-
vice. After hearing my story, studying my ogtion end several other pa-
ers. the attorney unofficially conecluded that I had been cleverly swind
lod. Itwas his opinion that the best thing for me to do was to forget
the sntire matter and to avold throwlng good money after bad in fighting

for my rights.

ently was wise and practical, considering the time

ma'l‘g;‘:;v%c;.:gparmt 1{13 to now, But g em an Americen who resents being
swindled by a bun:ﬁ of foreigners. If I were to go for justice to a
French Court, as cleverly desired by the French themselves, the corrupt
officials would merely be "white washed" of all blame., @ am therefore
fighting for my rights from now on without advice of an attorney or the

" help" of a French Court - feeling that popular opinion in Washington and
Paris oan only clear the mess,

Besides feeling I should fight for my rights, a fight not partimxlarlyl‘
important to any one except myself, I think it is my duty as a good,
average American, to advertise the Cheng Ho scanfial. This cage in Tahiti
may very well give a clue to the fundemental trouble in Indo-China:
Similar to Taehiti, have not rampant corruption by Offieials and a meen ,
undemocratic attitude by settlers toward the nat ves Torced these capabke
but downtrodden creatures into Cormmunism Just to asou’?e such French mige
rule and French mistreatment? If we are to win France's dlsgusted snd aigl
illusioned Colored Races from Communiem, I fear it won’t be by helping
the French continue their hegemony. Such action will merely stamp us as
imperialists and win for us the hatred of Asia and Afriea,

The only way to win the teeming millions of misruled coloniales over to
democratle ways 1s 1.) to out loose from the corrupt French as much as
poasible, and 2.) take over the areas not yet lost to the Communigts, ad-
mini sr.erf_ng them the way we adminiatered the Philippines after the Span-
ish-American War, Ruled by honest American demooracy inastead of corTupt
French colonialism will then win more and more asiatio peoples away from
Commbnist ideclogles. “hisg would be especislly succesaful whan these
peoples realize that such rule im but temporary, The Philiprines would be
an outstanding example to them of our aim, To cut looss from tha French

d be cheaper in the end, I believe, than wasting the tax payers!
funds by turring them over to graft-ridden Officials, Can thay ga 80 mich
better than those in neighboring Taht+1? I think not,

Respectfully yours,

11 1 S \

1 1AL 11 iy



11 rue Wérimde, XVI®

16 Jyin 1954

EAEIS L

lionsieur,

Je vous sccuse réception de votre
lettre et des documents que vous m'avez trans-
mis, en date du 8 Juin.

Je ne peux pas vous servir

i i @t e d'agir par
la voie diplomatique officielle.

. Veuillez trouver,ici,lonsieunr,
1'exyression de mes di atingués sentiments.

Jacques BABIDTX.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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JOSEPH R.FARRINGTON
DirLrssTe Fmow Hawan

Congress of the United States
IBouse of Representatives
W@Wasbington, B, €,

June 29, 1954

Dr. Otto Degensr
Mokuleia Beach
Waialua, Oalm, Hawaii

Dear Dr. Degener:

Your letter and enclosures of June 17
have been referred to this office by Representative
John W. McCormack of Massachusetts.

) Your correspondence will be brought to
the attention of Mrs. Margaret C. Turner, Secrstary
to the late Delegate to Congress from Hawaii and
acting head of this office upon her return from
Honolulu.

Yours sincerely,

N Ol

(Miss) Venita R. Clair
Member of Staff

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Mokulela Beash, Waialua, Oahu,
July 3, 1954,

My, Max Pilliard, -
Consular Agent for France,
Henolulu,

My dear M, Pilliard:

I wish to drew your sttention to the fact that I am
writing members of the new Government in Paris end members of the U, 8,
Congrens in Washington about the loss of my former vessel Cheng Ho by past
and presant Fronch Goverpment Orfioials in Tahitd,

t contract involved in ny claim for damages wee registered
A Tg‘t." g.;ti%:a? at the Registry of Conveyances for the Terr, of Hawaii,

in Book
ur study in

ance from consgiderable orit

ing members of the Asssmbl

56, ¥asas 2A7 - 249

in Honolulu. It ia of course avalleble for
he building adjoining the Terr, Tax Office. You may save
oiam by ﬂm:rimsai‘{tiou help solve the
c H dal, Parhaps M oan do so by acqu ng
g g . x: Nationale about the trutn of the contract

some of the follow=

and about-the true character of one of your predeaessors asg Consuler Agent

In HJewaii, the déportd Capt.
Repha#] Bebet
daegques Bardoux
Henri Bergasse
Edouard Eonnefoua
Jdagques (haban-Delmas
Roger Duveau
E, Fraddric-Dupont
GuircT arrosson
Andrd Le Troquer
Pierre Kendbs-Franage
Andrd Monteil
Plerre Prlimlin
Jean Raymond-Lauvrent
Waldeck Rochet
Rene Schmitt

krio debisschopi -

indré Bardon
Maurice Bayron
Georgesa Bidault
Fernand Bouxom,
Jean de Beaumont
Edger Faura

Plerre Garet
Jdean-Tacques Juglas
Charles Lussy
Francois Mitterand
larosl Naegelen
Christlan Pinean
Tony Révillon
Joseph Schaff

¥me Germeine Degrond

The above members of the Assemblde know muoch sbout the gase eond provably
would eppreciate your aiding them in bringing it to a speédy dencuement.,

As I reside in your consuler aren, I think you should know what is trans

‘piring.

2707 Lolloo 0 B,

Yourg very truly,

-

: - ’i
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Ayonce Consadaive do France
@ Homoliule

P+ Os Box 2900

e M-m/ HONOLULU. HAWAI

July 9, 1954

Dr. Otto Degenar
Mokuleia Beach
Waialua, Hawaii
Dear Dr. Degener:
This will acknowledge your letter of
July 3, 1954 which has besn referred to the Consulate

General de France in San Francisoo.

Yours very truly

Max L. Pilliard, Agent
Consulaire de France

a ' Honolulu

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



watal“. oahn. Hmii, U. B. A.
July 17, 1954,

My dear M, Bardoux:

Thank you for your letter of June 16, regarding the
Cheng Ho fiasco in Tahiti,

I +ry to use, as you suggest, "la vole diplomatique offi-
nioi';oﬁuhz.:aon ua’loual n' apers mention that a Member of Congress,
such as Representative John MoCormack of Massachusetts, is par oularzf in-
terested in Amerlcen-French relations, I mai) him the &hens Ho story. If
the present French Government laocks the interest to settle en injustice
caused by French Government Officlals egainst an American citizen, I feel
confident some of these American statesmen will eventually rnquen;: action,
It is more delicate, however, for them to give France an o-fportunity to
"alean house™ herseir withoui officlal prompting from Americe, It is my
guess that some of them will become increasingly surprised and disillusion-
ed 1f the new Government postpones sweeping her house clean of corruption
in French Ogeania month after month, For the Assemblbe Nationale to pay me
my bill of 60,000,&1\15 interest, for the loss of vessel would be the
least troublesome method of aattling the entire Affaire Cheng Ho,

Senator Riohard B, Russell and Representative J. Peroy Priest are
presently showing special interest in Frence, I shall write them next weel

Yours sincerely,



REPUBLIQUE FRANGCAISE

- 9 LUBERTE - EGALITE -~ FRATEANITE

——

N

R&E. 23/T/13
25 WJ 454

PARIS.LE

Monaievir Otto DEGENER

‘ Wedslue OCHU HAWATL
Ui.Bsae

lMonsieur,

J'sccuse réception de votre lettre et des pibces
Jointes que je vous retourne sous ce pli, aprés en avoir
pris ‘connaigsance,

Il ne m'est malheureusement pas possible de
m'occuper personnellement de cette affaire extrémement
compliquée, dont je m'entretiendrei cependant zveec mon

collégue, M. Jean MINJOZ,

Veuillez agréer, Mongieur, 1'expression de mes

sentiments distingués,
’zégiaa¢11¢b¢~§£2%ﬁﬁf
#

Germaine DREGRON
Député de Seine-et-Oige
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) S
& Honolie
e PO Box 2900

. z O3 RET M E SRR
54 W HOMOLULU, HAWAIL

3-60 23 July 1954

Pr. Otto Degner
Mokuleia Beach
Mokuleia, Oahu, Hawail
Dear Dr. Degner:

With regard to your note of July 20, it would appear that
Mr. Bordaux suggests that your claim is a matter to be adjusted

with the French Government through the United States State

Department..
Very truly yours,
¥ ¥
//h-/ L FRisear
Max L, Pilliard
Agent Consulaire de France
mlp-sd a Henolulu
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LE SECRETAIRE D'ETAT PARIS, 1o o O JUIL 1954
pEs 20, AVENUE DE SEGUR, PARIS (VII%
POSTES. TELEGRAPHES ET TELEPHONES NV TBe0
171 / MB
Monsieur,

Jd'ai bien regu votre lettre gue j'ai lue
avec la plus grande attention.

Croyez que je ne manquerai pas d'en tenir
le plus grand compte et j'espdre que bilentdt
satisfaction vous sera donnde,

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur, 1'assurance de

mes sentiments les meilleurs.

M

Monsieur Otto DEGENER André BARDCN
Waialua, Oahu

HAWAR, USA

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Mokuleia Beach, Walalua,
Oshu, Hawail, U.S.A,
Sept. 2, 1954,

L'Honnorable M, li. B, Naegalen,
Assembl bs Nationele,
Paris, France,

Monsieur: Remerclez d'etudier la lettre de M. Buron, Ministre de la France
a'Cut re=Meyv,

' ieur le Ministre Buron est neif s'1l crolt gue le Cheng Mo
"fni fﬁgﬁvﬁg:t franoisbe & la suite d'une erreur du service n:u Dou=
anes de Tahiti et, immatriould A Papeete au nom de M, feBisschop." Le tri-
bunal U.S. ?edera.{ Juge MeLaughlin) et le tribunale Territeorial (Juge
Pencs) enseignent "in the Office of the Governor of Tahiti." Ces
emerioains ne se sont pas dbmenages par politiques looales de Tahiti,

; boue emissaire de service des Douanes ou le Gouverneur qui
" me :Be;u’{-.ltmleviaa. 1 mars 1852 pour aller Tshiti pour mgagh un avecat pour
conformer & la procddure Judiciaire normale en Tahi+ti?

>t au Europe avec besucoup perte d'argents ot de tempas pour
voyggz ﬁgv'.’glgga via }lggsdllc ot Ceylon & Tshiti est 11 le boue emissaire
de la Douane ou tout les Cabinet du Gouverneur (et probablement le Gouver-
neur aussﬂjl qui demandent que Je remit 51% des partes a'une nouvelle Cheng
Ho Cfe., au homme de Papeete qul etait apant deux ans dans la prison?

Tout le monde dopuls lonstemps concaient en Tehitl gue Eric deBisschop
egt un foreat en Franca et un gg% ata aux Etate-Unis, L'esouipage
du Cheng Ho, en Tahiti huit mois. parlent Desucoup de 1a histoire nauvaise
de cette cenaille, Tout le monde en Tahiti connelent Noriman et son aif-
Tioultd avec le leoi francalse. Pourquoi done, las fonctionnaires francais
en Tohiti fraternisaient avee ces da-por{ba et sttemptalent sabotage et
ploqwimiant conme poulet un eitoyan americain? Est 11 parce
Ue les ocontribuables payalent lsurs fortunes & la France aveo largease?

ourquoi las fonetionnaires an Tahiti ont eonfiance avec telsg hommes?

cmbf‘en d'argent st ameublement de la Cheng Ho obtededent ilg peut atre

gur sg‘ggtage men depart pour Tahiti autrefois et pour me dercbaient du
eng

N'ast pas ma feut 3ua les fonctlionmeires en Tahiti sont naifs ou sont
eorromous - e'est la faut du Couvernement Franeains et je demand, s'il vous
plait, oque 1'Asgemblée me payet pour nes pertes. Votre Agemt Corsulair fef
o=t M, Max Pilliard, 2707 Laniloa Road, Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.A,

Les fonotionnaires en Washington, lirent mon lettre et mon artiale,
oomas yous, de 1'Affaire Cheng Eo parce gu& je les rapert somme 1s France
trait wn oi’.toym amerleain, Croystent 1ls tous les axeuses, peut etre pi-
cayuies et naives, comms M, Buron ou croyalent que le Gouvernement an Paris
n'est Pas tres honnorables et dans les Colonies n'est pag trop honnete,

$63,000, avee @ntersts, n'ast pas toutes mes pertes comme vous ponmait -
voyage de ﬁawaii au Eu'op; ot retour pour rian parcegue le sabotage par
é;iaarm‘t:;i:nnﬂioa l;rangius u; Tahiti. C'est Mon p.'f-og"ect ecrire, corms E,
g & ous lea fonctionnalres en Parls et Washingto, ' "Affaly
CGheng Ho eat terminde justement, : CORin e

Sincerement,



-

&

Mokuleis Beach, Waialua,
Oahu, Haweil, UsSehs
Septs 4, 1954, L
¢ >

L'Honorable M. Robert Montillot, %y
AS

Agsombl de Nationale,
Paris, France.
L]

Monai sur} P

t yet received paymant of $60,000, plus interest, on
olaim rorxtg:v;n:g m’; my former aga,ooo vessel Cheng Ho due to irtrigue
by past and present French Government Officiels, chiefly in Tahlti. Hey N
reguest that you eid the present Government in pessing a bill in the As-
aenblde asuthorizing vayment, and punishment g& he dlers? It would end
once and for all time this shameful and ploayune arfair, hardly worthy uff\.

a great and proud Natlon.

L 7
Ne, 62 du Juln 1952 granted me a vi to vigit Jahitl, for
whil::gt%tggngratm. Aéoordm to the printed Seance du 20-janvier 195!5,"-'“ p
however, M, Minjoz and M, Prlimlin never mentioned corruption in the Cheng
Ho affair b t OfficlalaqWhy was this hidden from Members of the
Assenbl de?

DNy N T Rty
: a o=3 Peris 5
and gorrupt ne ] ar _ 'y 7 3&4{

' ¥
‘Bdoause menfion of thid outragecus swindle in your Oolony was evaded by}‘*
etition No, 62, I herewlith enclose coplies of an article snd of a letter . ./
about the Ch Ho seandal, translated into French, for your study. The & =
originels, 1;“%311511, I sm gontinuing to mail to Members of my Congress .* .
particularly interested In French affairs so that they too can learn how o
an Americen eltizen and taxpayer is being treated. To Low meny more Meme & . -
berg of m;rQongress akd to your Assemblbe I must still write duzmds on Ny
how soon France does the honorable thing and makes just restitution, o £

¥

a

I belieye Congressmen in Washington pow find my early warning trus % 3
thet this long-continued Cheng Ho swindle in Tehitt is eimiler %o the type ™. .
of corrugvion long practiced by many officlels in nasighboring Indo-China,y” =
causing the past dehzcle thare, When French nationals mot thus toward &
other Frengh nationals, 1t is too bad but herdly of vital conecern to the )%
American/ texpayer, But when the Assemblbe laclks the and ar to
protect an American citizen from corrupt Franch Offioials an ortbs,
should Washington anv longerstrust the Aggembl®e with our hard-sarned
money takon from us by taxes? The Cheng He case, I believe, is hringing
mors agd more Americsns in Vashington to ponder thig auestion, =

L request again that you urge the present Frensh Government 4o pay the
Cheng Ho claim and punish the ““iﬁ.&;@;gu'ﬁ% proof of the will and ,Swy o:
Paris to clean up corruption in ha '2C0loniee. The past {r~eaponsibie ine
action is ocosting France some of America's confidence,

Upon peyment mhs Cheng Ho g = I am read |
Yy to sigh a quit elaim
your CGonsular Agent M, Max Pillierd, 2707 Lanilos Road?lﬁonglulu Ha\mirgr‘ui A
or fon any other agent you designate, end comsider the matter mc'lod.. ¢

p = .W“" heas ,.( Sincerely,

Lol -_/ - ,f_t.u}}-; & .
“{ datn f"q ‘\b
\rf ‘:.‘-i-'. A -‘l- b --'M i !

,I{L-L:(_z{ A f‘.".a{-'.L.Q_E; un‘f . I . 5 .
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REPUBLIQUE FRANGCAISE

SECRETARIAT D'ETAT A LA MARINE i

PARIS, le 13 Septembre 1954
LE SECRETAIRE D'ETAT

1o/ML
S.P, N0 Y L0

Honsieur,

En réponse & votre lettre datéedy 30 Aofif, j'ai 1'honneur de
vous faire connaftre qu'il vous appartient de saisir votre Comsul du litige
que vous avez évoqués

L'autorité compétente américaine, aprés examen du bien-fondé
de vos prétentions, saisira le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres en France.
L'autorité judiciaire rmgaise pourra alors commaitre de votre affaire et
faire valoir vos droits comie vous le désirez.

Je vous prie d'egréer, Monsieur, 1l'assurance de ma parfaite
considération.

iear Otto DEGENER ' SN
ua, Oahu w

HawaT. U.S.A.
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Mokuleia Beach, Waialua,
Oahu, Hawaii, U.S.A.
Sept. 23, 1954,

lanc .
E.L?gzlumkr Jeen F. Toby,
Papeete, Tahiti,

Dear Sir: - a sl
leaged that both Their Excellencles, Govern
Grazlani ﬁngm Pﬁﬁgg,phwo left Tahiti end that you have boen appointed

to your present post.

an article and a letter explaining the Chang Ho
mi«l{:rﬁtth?%gﬁioh transletion I am mailing them to Members of “{hump
o8, partioularly interested in France, asking their kind help. In the
ench translation I am meiling them to various Memberg of the Assarmblbe

i Nationale& requesting thefr kind aid, From the enclosures you will better

franapired in Tshiti and be able to verify for your-
?og;r:;anstam;é:? Snmem;i‘ the Tahitian members of the orew, I belleve
now rasiding in or about Papeete, ara Edouard Toomaru, Rossr' Johnston,
Theodore Taiarui Tu, Tapu a Maahea and Manuel Teitlorooco. Jhe{ woere on
the voyage from Papeete to Honolulu on the Cheng Ho under deBisschop and
can 11{311135 give you first-hand information.

B se of the machinations of past and present Government Officials in
Tahigfa: arding my Tormer teak end camphorwood vessel Gheng Ho, I am
respeotﬁsxfly démending $60,000 demages, plus intereat, from the French
Government, This matter, I imagine, must be settled in Paris or, if there
is too much delay, through Washington.

There are two other matters, minor ones, of interest to me and the
Ameriocan citizens I represent, These can be settled directly in Papeete:

1. Eric deBisschop, ex-Consul of France in Hawaii, owes me (and the men I
rcgrasunt} a debt exoseding $5,000, plus interest. All documents regarding
this debt are in the hands of M. Henri Hoppenstedt or of M. Oscar Nordman,
both of Papeete. For self-avident reasons I no longer wish M. Hoppenstedt
to represent me in the colleotion of this debt but sm esger to have some re
liable and honest person or agency colleot it for me, The person or agenoy
is tc receive as fas one-third of the sum collected. May I request that

Your E:cullmog appoint the proper agent to bring this matter to a success-
ful coneclusion

2. Henri Hopﬁanstedt of Papeete was aengaged to collect the sbove-mentioned
debt by me, He did nothing about it, yet induced us, under what we in Amem
ica wonuld cell false pretenses, to pay him a fee of §150. I demand that

he return this sum, plus proper interest, to me,

I am convinced that when the average French Government Officisal, like
the American one, learns the truth asbout the AFFAIRE CHENG HO, he will in-
8lst that I be treated with jJustioce. I wish therefore to facilitate your
study of the cass ahd your sending a correct report 1o the Assemblée, I
hence enclose herewith letters authorizing you %o collaect all documents

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



and other pertinent written matter about the Cheng Ho, the £3,000 debt
and the unesrned $150 fee, in Tahitl, Such materlal is in the hands ef
M, Henri Hoppenstedt and ﬁ. Ogoar Nordman, both of Papeete, Nelther of
thesa men are to represent me henceforth {n any waye

You may wish to have soma of these documents photostated for future
reference, Please mail me all this material, resfatm-e& within a month
or six weeks as officlals here may also wish to study them,.

Eoﬁng that you will finally bring the AFFAIRE CHING HO, which has
gost the French Government so much in time and money, to a successful

eclose, I remsin,
Yours very sincerely,

| RSy
C 4 (s R e

e Lk
&
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Mokuleia Beach, Waialua,
Oahu, Hawaii, UsSeA.
Sept. 23, 1954,

M, Ogoer Nordman,
Papeets, Tahiti,

Dear Ogcar:
This is to certify that you ars to surrender to His Excellency,

Monsieur Jean Francois Toby, Governor of Tehiti, all documents and letters
vaferring to the Cheng Ho case received from me or through my agency,

With a change of Government I believe the Cheng Ho affeir will finally
and with justice,

-~

mona, | 7/
Dr, Otto Degener
Fat fof 4
o8 /,/. D AT W ST
it (/ CAy = s o,

J
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Mokulein Beach, Waialua,
Oahu, Hawail, UsSeAe
Sept. 23, 1954,

M, Henri H engtedt
Papeete, 'i‘:gf - z

Dear M, Hoppenstedt:
This is to certify that you are to surrender to His

!xoellanoy; Monsieur Jean Francois Toby, Goverror of Tghiti, all documents
and letters referring to the Cheng Ho case received frowm me or through
-y agency,

I also request that you return to me the 150, with interest, which
you recquested from me and the men I represent for certain legal work for
which you wers axpra_éaly engaged. This work you failed to accomplish,

Yours very truly,

r

Gt e ot
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death of Wilma Montesi (Tive, Feb. 15

L_ #t seg.). “My conscience is completely al

ease,” Scelba told the Chamber. “The
government has nothing to fear and noth-
ing to hide . . . 1 wish the whole country
would at last realize it.” The Chamber
stood behind him on the vote, 264 to 264,
one of the solidest viclories he has re-
corded in eight months as Premier.

FRANCE

Leaks

“The affair surpnsses anything that
even the most fertile imagination could
conceive," cried Paris' L'fntrapsigeant.
“The truth iz somewhere . . . but one
begins to wonder if it will ever zee the
light of day."

All France seethed with indignant fas-
cination szt week as the arrest of one
Communist-hunting policeman  mush-
momed into & major scandal involving
high government servants, top state se-
crets and espionage. While Premier Pierre
Mendés-France labored across the chan-
nel at the London Conference, @ dizzying
stiecession of arrests, disclosures and con-
fessions revealed that vital secrets of
France’s National Defense Committee had
methodically leaked to the Communists.
There were suggestions that the secrets
had been going to other foreign powers as
well. The permanent secretary-general of
the Deiense Committee was indicied for
negligenice: Two of his highest-ranking
aides were arrested as spies, along with a
Red or ex-Red who apparently worked as
a double or eyen triple sgent. France's
chief Communist hunter was accused of
being & Communist himself. Supporters
of Mendés-France even implied darkly
that the affair was an anti-Mendes plot
supparted by the U.S,

Raised Asking Price. One central fact
that ardse above the confusion was that
high state secréts from the private coun-
cils of the Defense Committee—composed
of the Premier, the President and s hand-
ful of France's top Cabinet ministers and
wnerals—had fallen into Communist
hands, The first of three disclosed inci-
dents ‘was last May, when Joseph Laniel
was Premier. The second involved minutes
of the Defense Committee meeting of
June 28 (two weeks after Mendés-France
had become Premier), at which the com-
mittee: discussed the details of France's
near-hopeless  milit plight in Indo-
China. The Geneva Conierence was then
in' progress, and the Communists’ famil-
farity with'the stark facts about France's
on presumably allowed them to raise
asking price for a settlement. Men-
des-France was at Geneva when he first
heard of the leaks, by way of Palice
Inspector Jean Dides, a member of the
inti-Red squad who had been demoted
after- Mendés' regime took over. Dides
kept at his ferreting among the Reds any-
way (TiumE, Oct. 4), and one day in June
he told an old friend, who had joined
Mendes-France’s Cabinet, that the de-
fense minutes had been transmitied out-
side the committee, Dides refused to tell

ANDRE BARANES
On a'bright red bicycle,

the minister where or how he learned of
the leaks,

Alerted to. the danger, Mendés-France
ordered his yvoung, ambitious Interior
er; Frangois Mitteérrand, to “tum
the house upside down™ and find the leak.
But anly three days after the Sept. 10
meeting, Dides told his Cabinet friend,
Minister for. Moroccan and Tunisian Af-
fairs Christian Fouchet, that he had a
complete verbatim transcript of the mest-
ing. A few days later, Dides was arrested
and the trapscribed minutes were found
in his brefcase,

Blunt Hint, Before a military court of
inguiry; Dides at first stuck to his refusal
to reveal source. But after a second
grilling, he revealed that he got the papers
ady little Tunisian named André
3 fellow-traveling journalist. As
Dides described him, Baranés plaved the
doubly devious game of passing govern-
ment secrets to the Reds and Red secrets
to Dides, Where did Baranés get the docu-
ments he handed over to I
liceman Dides, “doe
agents where thev get things,
however, rould not be found.

“Forgive Me." As more than a week
passed without an arrest, press and poli-
ticians of r!n right wing cried for action

sndés-France and his
ss-or afraid to act.
¢ Was not to hln-.-nm

" said
Bardnés,

into & full-
existence, M
ed more fac

terrand and his po

wnd arrests. One morning
police rocked the country
arrests. Jailed as the men who
he Defense Committee were
ind Roger Labrusse, 40,

last week, the
with two

I 'l‘urpu\
both ardent lefrists and both high-ranking

officers on the stafi of
permanent

Jean Mons, the
secretary-general of the De-

fense Committee. At the Interior Min-
istry, the two confessed to tuming over
the secret minules tn Barangs.

Secretary-General Jean Mons, not able
to believe in the guilt of two such trusted
employees, was brought to the ministry
to hear their confessions. “Forgive me!"
cried fat, thin-mouthed René Turpin, wha
had made a career hy attaching himself to
and traveling upward with' him.
*This is an affuir of cryvpto-Communism,”
said the police, *“They knew perfectly
well where their information was going.
They wanted Lo give the opposition infor-
mation for their campaign to stop the
war in Indo-China and ban the atom
bomb,"

The arrests took some of the heat off
the government, and the government in
turn tumed more heat on the case; It
promptly suspended Jean Mons from his

<ecretary-general’s post. then indeted Hims
for imperiling the nnLir.-n"ﬁ st and
“Iaxity” in the hangdis te cecrets.

Then, police- eatght lhe scent of André
Baranés: Jean Dides, after withholding
the information for two days, reported
that he was hiding out in a country house
south of Paris, The hiding place, oddly
enough, was provided not by the Commu-
nigts but by a right-wing deputy of the
National Assembly, The police caught up
with Baranes us he was pedaling ‘for the
Swiss ‘border on a bright red bicyele
They bundled him into a3 car and hurried
him back to Piris: After 13 hours of unin-
terrupted grilling by four secret service
men, Baranés admitted receiving the con-
mittee documents from Labrusse and
turning  them over to the Communists
He also admitied turning the documents
as well as certain Communist information
back to Dides in order to convince the
policemen that be wias an honest double-
dealer—but, Baranés explained, every-
thing he gave to I)ides was first doctorad
by the Reds (o conceal or mislead.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Beetles & Banishment
back in 1049, 3= every good
ist knows, that those wicked
Americans drof pped the first Colorado bee-
akia’s burgeoning po-
fields. The diligent, hardheaded com-
ars of Horazdovice district were not
panicked by the sly American trick.
thesfirst notice of potato hugs in their dis-
trict, they sent for a young local plant
pathologist named Cestmir Novacek and
ordered him to liquidate the nasty, crawl-
ing little capitahists. For five years every-
thing went fine, and the “invasion” took
little toll of Horazdovice's potatoes. This
year, however, the potato haryest in the
Pilsen area was a bust. The fact that it
could all be blamed on the weather did
not satisfy the Communists. Again the
missars sent for Pathologist Novacek.
ast week, in a Pilsen court, Cestmir sol-
emnly told his story: instead of destroy-
ng the heetles, he had made pets of them.
1 intended,” he said, “to trace their bio-
logical development, but when the larvae

Kttt rstitute for Botanical Documentation



became beetles, T got the idea of perform-
ing an antistate act. 1 sto yped in a slope
under Vikovec Hill, opened my box and
threw my beetles into a potato field. T
hated the people’s democratic regime be-
cause the working class had nationalized
my sandstone pits
Sentence: Twenty ye
ish from the pr
pathology “forever.”

GREAT BRITAIN
Genius in the Gutter

At the same time that Anthony Eden
i § commitment toward Ger-
man fovereignty and rearmam Brit-
in' t reckless statesman made a last-
ditch rt to exploit the fears and emo-
tions aroused by that issue. Aneurin Bev-
an did not conceal s purpoese: to wrest

rs in prison and
ssion of plant

AXEURIN BEvAw

Lobor's love lo

the Labor Party's leadership | the
temperate hands of Clement Attle
His arena was the seaside t Scar-

borough, where dele
them the proxies f
members of the Labar y gathered
their annual conference, Nye Bevan's
followers were loud and voc s gnly
two weeks before, at the ion

borough, they
they had Cler

On the plat
calmly,

approved German rearma
‘serious misgivings,""

sponse from Rus
hind hir
hopped

the Labor executive's position and con-
demn any sort of German reirmament.
Shouted 'Casasola: “Give the Germans
arms, and you are on the sure road to
World War IT1." speaker after speaker
echoed the cry, Bevan beamed and nodded
his Jeonine head in approval. But he
could ot speak—as a member of the ex-
ecutive, he wns barred from speaking
against an executive-approved motion.
"Shome, Shome!" Then young (13)
Laborite M. P. Desmond Donnelly rose
amatically. Donnelly had been a faith-
ful Bevanite and opponent of German
arms. But he had just retumed from a
trip through Poland, East Germany and
Czechoslovakia, Donnelly told the dele-
gates. What he had seen convinced him,
“sadly but definite that German re-
armament wids necessary. Said Donnelly:
“If every plan for controlled German re-
armament is rejected, we shall find our-
selves with no controls—but with the
arms.” Bevanites began to boo. Shouting
above the swelling uprdar, Donnelly sud-
denly pointed an accusing finger at Bevan
and cried: “Some people will bear a heavy
responsibility before history for their fol-
ed and angry.
bellowed  outraged
Bevanites, Let Nye reply!’
Burly Arthur Deakin, chief of the Trans
port and General Workers Union and
Bevan's frequen gonist, lumbered to
his feet to dem: that Donnelly be

idraw!

lowed to continue, Bevan's pent-up anger
and frustration burst. “Shut up,” he hissed
savagely at Deakin. “Shat up vourselfl”

ed Deakin. i big ‘bully " eried
Bevan, “You're im,” znapped

“Bully yourse
ing thiz last thrust by ¥
er called gesture
polite society.”

As the polling began, a tense
over the great hall, When Pa
Morgan Phillips
ing the result, h

‘—accompany-
L onie newsp

sually

lence fell

I
d shook. By a vote

0,000 onal
ETIAn

rgin of

even closer than it

s before, the execu-

i the woodworkers union had met,
ed to reverse their ant

have won by 1
official policy of the party turned
to neutralism,

Gift from the Gods. I
- . h oh ", |

LT ol

his arch r
he had de
sure re-election

1 ten years
Ny |

that
the Labor Par

ing machine who must not in any way per-
mit himself to be indignation,
said he hitterly. “Power inside the move-
ment no longer lies inside the executive.
I am going outside to meet it whers Jt
does lie.” It was a flat declaration of war
on the party's leadership. By implication,
Nye also declared war on the trade-union
leaders, who, he hinted, did not represent
their members’ real wizhes. Those Jeaders
reacted promptly. “Mr. Bevan is a re
markable man, but his judgment is 50 bad
as o bring his genius to the gutier"
snapped one unjonist, “Apparently in his
disappointment, Mr. Bevan has lost his
head,” said Arthur Deakin.

Bevan had suffered a humiliating and
probably a final defeat in his dramati
drive to capture the Labor Party ir
moderates. “The strange alliance
anites, pacifists, nonconformists

free-

CLEMENT ATTLEE

Redeemed woadwarkers goined.

and-reunifica

n-nrsters, anti-
( carpetbaggers and bandwagon-
jumpers and [un: attered
Scarborough] and beca Once more

1d unhomogeneous,” the

He was free now, and eager to thump his
ill gates, dockyards, and mt
ads, trving to woo the workers from
i ers, “Bevan may be dead,” said
2 won't lie down.’

GERMANY
The River Flows West
'hen Dr, Otto John
Germany's security

to the C

chief of West
on, defected
1ade blach

OTRar
the n

free

s which were a
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iokulaia Beach, Walalua,
Oahu, Hawail, U.8.4.
Jen, 8, 1955,

L'Honnorable M, Gerard Deliaune,
Asgemblde Nationale,
Paris. Franes,

o] 00, plus interest, on my
¢ not yet received payment of $60,000, :

elainm rorztﬁgvloss m.'!r my former $75,000 vessel !5!13 due to in:ri e 4
by past and present French Government Officiale, efly in Tahiti. May
:r; Esst that you aid the present Governnent in passing a bill in the As-
au?b].&e authorizing payment, and punishment of the mgndlers? It would end
once and for all time this shameful and plcayune affelr, hardly wortihy of
a great and proud Nation. g

No. 62 du juin 1952 granted me & visum to vislt Tahiti, for
mﬁhﬁ%tgngr:téu. Agcordinf to the printed Seance du 20 janvier 1953,
however, M, Jinjoz and M, Pflimlin never mentioned corruption in the Cheng
Ho afraf.r by Government Offjcials. Way was this hidden from Members of the
Aspemblée? Thus, curiously enough, Wazhington lmo or 8, sbout misrule
and corruption in French Oceania then Goes ParisliSdp . 2 954
Excellency, Gouverneur Jean F. Toby, officialf permission,/to gst all docu-
ments regarding the Cheng Ho embroglio from "avocat"™ Henrl Hoppenstedt
and affreteur gaoar Nordman in Tahiti to ald ths investigation and to
facilitate settlemant.

Beceuse mention of this outrageous swindle in your Colony was evaded by
Potition No. 62, I herewith enclose copies of an article and of a letter
about the'Cheng Ho secandal, translated into French, for your study. The
originals, in Fngiish, T am gontinuing to mail to l’!amr.-ers of my Congress
partioularly interested in French a’fairs so that they too can learn how
an American eiltizen and taxpayer is beaing treated. d

+ To how many more Membars of Congress and to your Assemblbe I
must still write depends on how soon France does the honorable thing and
mekes just reatitution.

When French nationals act thus toward other French nationals, it 13 too
bad but herdly of vital ecnocern to the American taxpayer, But when the Ao
semblde lacks the and to proteot an American citizen from cor-
rupt French Officials and d¥por &s, should Washington eny longer entrust

the Assemblde with our hard-sarned money taken from us by taxes? The-Ghreng
RO-W e iw%mn._mMgmmMm B

-

I request again that you urge the present French Government to pey the
Cheng Ho claim and punish the swindlers as proof of they and power of
Paris to clean up corruption in her remaining Ggloniaa. The past irTespond
ible inaction 1is costing France some of Amarica's confidencs,

Upon payment for the Cheng Ho loss I am ready to sign a quit elaim for

EogrAconaular Agent M, Max P{lliard, 2707 Laniloe Road, Honolulu, Hawaii,
adae .'

or for any other agent you desi at dr
partment that the matter ig andg. SRR adedd db

Sincerely,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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CABLE ACDAESS CIVILAW WNEW YORR

TELEPMONE BECAMAN J-B785

RODRIGUE BERTOL : . N
- 165 BROADWAY : o i
NEW YORK 6,N.7. }& \(N//é-p

January 17th 1955.

Dr. Otto Degener.
Viaizlua.

Gahu.

Hawzi.

Dear Eir:

I have exsmined carefully 211 the documents
which you forwsrded me. They consist chiefly
in more or less polite "Fins de non recevoir"
from the French zuthorities. Owing to the
conditions in le Nouvelle Caledonie, 2nd in
France, I am sorry to state that we have no
chance of sucéeés by starting en zetion in
Thafti; it would regquire large expenses and
the deposit of 2 bond,gnd I do not see how
gny recovery should be effectunated.

With best perscnsl regards.

A= fif=* 'r'z'

; Rodrigue Bertol,
HgSIRB

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Mokulela Beach, Walalua,
Oahu, Hawaii, U. S, A.
Feb. 20, 1955,

Hr, G, Douglas Dillon
United States Hnbassy,
aris, France,

Denr Sir:

losed typed articles (and their French translations)
will 3’: m fn:m bmgmmuoa out of my 98 ft. long Junk-yacht
"Ghenz‘go." chiofly by past and present French Government Offiolals in

Tehiti,

Pertinent papers regard various phases of this ewlndle were mailed a
few years agopbg my ag%ornt;g In & Ingmen (Young Blds;hnonoluxn. Haw-
aii) to the French attorney Hen Hoppenstedt, Papeete, Tahiti. These,
with a fee of $150, were to help him Ti t for my rights and for thoss of
several other residents of Hawall whom I represent, ttorney Hoppenutedt
did nothing but pocket our fee, Upon hearing that a new administrator had
been olnted for Tehiti, namely His Excellency Covernor Jean Francols
Toby, I authorized the latter Sept. v, 1954 to take possession of a1l
"Cheng Ho" doguments, if he ean, in the hands of attorney Hoppengtedt and
of the ship chandler Mr. Oscar Nordman, Papects, Tahiti. This should en-
able the Governor, if need be, to get a clearer ploture of the situation.

‘Tough some importent documents regarding the caae have been lost to
ma, sufficient originals and coples remain in my possession to prove my
nlfcsat:lons. The most important docunant is, of wurse, the contract of
July 7, 1987 which gabve me the right to regain my $75. 000 vessel Just
five years later, namely on July 7, 1952, A copy of tﬁin. with a few other
papers, I here enclose,

As attorneys to protect my rights in the "Cheng Ho" cape I in the past
rota%ned Ingman & Ingman of “onolulu, the French attorney Rodrigue Ber-
tol (165 Boosdwey, New York City), and, unfortunately, the Fapeete lowe
yer Hoppengtasdt wl'w is evidently over-friendly with the awindler deBise
sehop and his cronies in Tahiti,

The injustices remaining 1n the "Cheng He® case are not due to the
machinetions of private individuals sg such, They are due t¢ the inter-
ferencas of "inethiocal™ or corrupt French Government Offieinls ehlefly in
and about Tahiti, I gee no reason why I should ongage an attorney to
right a grievange which the Paris Government itgelr should handle,

In conclusion, I request that you kindly draw the attention of the
Toper offiocials to ny grievence and to the Tesulting cluinm against the
ench Government of approximately $60,000 damageg,

Covles of the twn French articles, nanaly "The Good Shi Cherg Ho" an
my letter dated Augugt 18, 1953, I am continuing to mail tg mmbgrs of .

the Assemblde Nationale to show how shamefully an fmeriocen of
ing treated by their officialsg, = citizen 1s be-

Very sincor ely yours,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Mokulels Beach, Walalua,
Oahu, Hmii, Te 85 A,
Fob. PO, 1955,

W, 0, Donglas Dillon,
United States Eubassny,
Paris, Mrance,

Daar Sir:

logod typed erticlon (end thelir Franch tronalations)
will :il: fgg fn:mogoingWMndlsd out of my 98 Tt. long jJunic-yacht
uchgﬂf ﬂ%.n ehiefly hy past and prosent Irench Covernment Offlelialy In
Tahiti,

apers regarding various pheses of this swindla wers nailed a
m’?ﬁﬁr‘ﬁ“ﬁéo’bfi my asttorneys Ingman & Ingman (Young Bldg., Honolulu, Haw-
aii) %o the Freanch attorney Henri Hoppenstedt, Papeste, Tahiti. Those,
with a fee of $150, were to help hinm Fight for my rights and for thoss of
sevorsl other repldents of Eanweil whom 1 reprasent, Attorney -happmteat_
did nothing But ponket our feo. Lpon hearing that a new a-dministrn_‘_t_ur had
been appointed for Tahiti, namely His Excollency Governor Jeon Francols
Toby, I authorized the latter Sept. gw, 1954 to take posmegsion of all my
"Cheng Ho" doouments, if he oan, in the hands of attorney Hoppengtedt and
of the ship chandler Mr, Osoar ﬁordman, Papeets, Tahitl, This szhould an-
able the Jovernor, if need be, t0 ot a oloarer ploture of the situstlon.

Tough sone important dooumenta regarding the cass have been lost to
ma, mfficlent originela and copias remain in ny pessogslion to prove my
alleastions, ™ha mogt important documoent is, of course, the contract of
Tuly 7, 1087 which gebe ne the right to regain ny $75,000 vesgel Just
five years later, naely on July 7, 1952. A copy ef this, with = faw other
papers, T here enclose,

Ls ettornoys te protoct my rights io the "Chang Ho™ cass L in the past
retainad Ingnan & Ingman of lonolulu, the French altoraey Rodrigue Bar-
tol (165 Bpordway, Mew York City), and, unfortunstely, the Papnato. Lewe
yer Hoppenstadt who is avidently ever-friendly with the swindler deobioeg
schop acd his cronfes in Teniti,

The ininstices remrining ir the "Cheng Ho" gase are aot due to the
machinations of private individuals as sucii. They ere due to the inter-
ferenoe of "nathical” or corrunt French Government Officials ohi efly in
and about Tahiti, I see rio reason wiy 1 should angage o at’ arnay to
right 5 grievance which the Peris CGovernmert itself zhowld handle,

Tn conclusion, T reguest that you kindly draw the stteation of the
g:opm' officlala to my grisvance and to thae resulting olaim ngainat the
French Govarnment of aperoximately $60,000 damagas.

Oondios of the two French articles, namely "The Gnod Ship Che g Ho™
my letter dated Aupust 18, 1953, I am contloulog to meil to members ol
the Asgsembl®e Wationalo 10 show how ahamefully an American eltlzen is be=
ing trested by their officials,

and

Very ginceraly yours i

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Mokulela Beach, Walalua
Oahu, Hawaii, U. S. A. Feb, 20, 1955.

I*i.s llmeuuucr. ;

M, Le Gouverneur Jean F. '1'0‘3!7-
Papante, Tohitl.
Dear Sir:

I have taken the liberty to write His Excellency, Ambassador C.
Douglas Dillon, United States Embassy, Paris, France, that I authorized
you in my letter of September 23, 195¢ to study and have copied for your
own use in Papeet or for that of your Government in Paris, all nmy papers
regarding the "Ghans' Ho" case it the hands of M. Henrl Hoppenstedt and
M, Oscar Nordmen,
m If you have oompleted your study of tnese doouments, please mail them to
me,

Thanking you for yeur kind favor in advance, I remain,

Yours very sincerely,

2/ RCL
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: PAR AVION
ETASLISSEMENTS FRANGAIS REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE '
BE LOCEANIE i =2y
LIBERTE=EGALITE- PRATERNITE \
Affaires :
Administratives Ne .-f /Aa

PAPEETE. LE L:Z l"fh? ;355 Y SR

LE GOUVERNEUR DES ﬁTA_BLlSSEMENTS FRANCAIS
DE L'OCEANIE, OFFICIER DE LA LEGION D'HLONNEUR,

& Monsieur Otto DEGENER
Mokuleia Beach,Waialua,
Oahu HAWAIL

Objet: Affaire Jongue chinoise " CHENG HO ".

Fonsieur,

En réponsé 4 votre lettre du 20 Février 1955, j'ai
1'honneur de vous falre connaltre que le Chef du Territoire
n'a pas qualité pour intervenir dans le réglement des 1iti-
ges d'ordre privé. -

Je ne puls gue wus conseiller de choisir un manda-
taire qui portera cette affalire devant la Jjuridietion
compitente du Territoire desg Ltablissements Trangails de
1'0céanie.

Veuillez agréer, Fonsieur, l'assurance de ma consi-
dération distinguée. .
Le G--‘::r!-'.’m'm‘

par leldpatinn

LE SECRETAIRE GENERAL

B

o b XY DN
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Mokuleia Beach, Walalua,
Oahu Hmii' «Seh.
Mareh B, 1955.

His Excellenoy, i
The French Ambassador,
French Embassy
Washington, D.G.

Dear Sirt:

T wish to draw your ettention to the faet that your predecessor
in ﬁaahinstg has not settled the "Cheng Ho" swirdle perpetrated in Tahiti
:i 233'& and present French Government Officials against me, an American

t

zen,

This swindle deals with a breach of contract and the despoiling of my
former $75,000 teak and camphor woods Junk-yacht "Cheng Ho." The story, in
some detall, is given in the accompanying article entifled ™'he Good Ship
Cheng Ho,." This article I have sent to various members of my Congress and,
in the French translation, to members of your Assemblée Netionale.

In answer to my complaint, your predecesgor wrote the Sta e Department
July 15, 1953 (of whittnsg letter you doubtless have & copy of the original
in iranoh in your files) to advise me of hig views., This letter was read
by Members of C—on%ress who gave me the opportunity to state my version of
the controversy. This refutation, dated Augz, 18, %953, to his erguments I
mailed to him, with coples to numercus members of my Congress and of your
Assemblde. His Exoellency evidently never angwered,which silance is an elo-
quent argument that my statements sre correct.

I am naturally eager that you see that my claim for $60,000, plus in-
terest, be setfled by your Govemament without still further delay. To ex-
Bedite matters, I am therefore taking the liberty of writing also to Hon,

« Faure and members of the Assemblbe about it, I am hoping the new Govern-
ment will not act pleayuns like the preceding one but 311 "eut red tape"
end appropriate the correet sum for payment cf demages %o me, mn American
oitizen, Tour Covernment can then et lelsure punish or Tine fmr owl. offi-
eials in the Government Service in Tahitl to relmburse herself from the
loct her nationals heve amasged et my expense,

I am not meiling you & copy of the option agreement of July 7, 1947 re-
glstered in Liber 2156 pages 247 - 294 in Homolulu as you should still have

the vepy I wailed your office previously. Instead, I am meiling the o
the Honorable M. Faure, Mr, C. Douglus Dillon hhas’s‘l;ill &notha% ::opy.cpy o

Very truly youra,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Mokuleia Beach, Walalua,
o.m. Emﬂ., U.8.A,.
March 10, 1955.

M, Le Beoretaire General Gayon,
O0ffice du Gouverneur,
Papeete, Tahiti.

Depr Monsieur Gayoni

Thank you for kind letter. It arrived with the
game post by which I had yritten His Excellenocy, your new Ambassador in
Washington, about the Cheng Ho goandal and that I had given His Bxcellenay
Governor Toby Sept., 23, 1954 the right to study my doouments in the hands
of Hoppenstodt and Nordman. These are then to be returned to me.

By the time you receive this letter, I believe His Excellency M, Faure
will have ebout the same information from me., I am sure he will understand
that the Governor, surrounded in Tahitl by past and £res_ent officials in-
volved in the Cheng lio swindle, has a partioularly difficult task to per-
form and that it will take sonsiderable courage to bring it to a success~
ful denouement, You will find that few except the responsible Ministre de
la France d'Outre Mer believe the myth that the Cheng Ho case simply in-
volves a private oltizen of America and & private oltizen of France, To
assume & Ralssoz-fairn attitude, I feer, would merely make the present ad-
ministration a party to the injustices perpeirated by the previous one in
Tahiti, I am suggesting that M, Faure receive a confidential progress re-
port of the case up-to-date from Papeete es Governor Toby has had an un-
usual opportunity to look into the matter since last September,

I am continuing to spend my days writing the next book of my Flora of
Hawaii and writing similar letters about the Cheng Ho swindle to Members o
of your Agsemblbe and my Congress. I was so glad to receive the interest-
ing book about "Tahiti et les Iles Voisines™ from Prof, Rend Papy, now in
Africal It is = refreshing work., We have similar interests and have qor=
respondad guite a bit about botanical matters,

Bincerely,

Hunt It " E ner
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embass

Paris, March 28, 1955,

Dr. Otto Degener, y
Mokuleiz Beach, Waialua,
Oahu, Hawaii,
United States of America.

Sir:

The Embsssy acknowledges receipt of your letter of
February 20, 1955, sddressed to Ambasssdor Dillon.

A careful study of the documents you submitted has
been made and it appears that no legal action has been
taken by you to regain possession of your yacht "Cheng Ho™
since you last communicated with the Btate Department in

53,

You state that you feel that sstisfaction cannot be
obtained through French courts as you guestion their im-
rtiality snd demand an indemnificaticn to the extent of
EEJ,OOO directly from the French Government.

The official French position appears to be that
inasmuch as the litigetion is a private matter between
you and De Bisschop, no protests concerning the lack of
objectivity of the French courts can be accepted owing
to the fact that the case has not been brought before the
competent judicial tribunals in French Cceania. Under the
circumstances, as reported to the Embassy through your
various communications and otherwise, this office is not in
a position to intervene at this stage of the case. If
there are new developments which would justify such

action
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Weialua, Oahu,
April 13, 1955.

Lea~ Dave:

I just learned that the Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Eompany (in
other words mostly deBigschop and his mother-in-law m Mras, Con=
atable) won & lawsult ageinst & Mr, Gellols in Papeete Court of mbout
1,200,000 French Coloniul franes, Transleted into American cach I believe
that comes to several hundred thousand dollers, Please phone foreign ax-

chang= desk st bank Tor corraot figure,.

DeBlgschop geems to maintain that ell thles cash belongs to him, This is
not so as some non-admiting resident of Teldtl maintains end, perhaps
to get beck at JeB,, inforns us in Hewail, This eash must be divided among
all sharseholders, Your brother ¥Win - is hs now in Hon.? - owns the old °
bloeck of Archer shares, and shares bhelong to such men ss Emilio Ordone
Peruepe Roy Peiler, Malayo, Ha old Wnglish end I don't know who d ga,
have none or perhaps just a cmrgla og for working on the Cheng Ho, I was
naid cagh (this advanced to me by myself) and one share per montha. '

I went my Vheng Ho documents back some day soon, so I hope you will
make use of them without delay to help your brother at al., to tLe cash
that ia coming to thems Of ocourse, he may be obliged 1o 20 © TFrance to
spend his oash there - to get it {nto the U.S., is @ problem in {tgels.

I'addition to the'ubove, dePo, as you know, owes me und Ordonez, Peiler
gg:.ﬁ eto., about $3,500 on an I.0,U, Thisg is the time to colleot that sun
Se

I want my Cheng Ho pa ers baok soon ag I expect to t
Tahiti next month, whb is péassing through. 2 RE R RN s 0s

I an dashing the note off to you wikiwlki as I went the :
udr
bring 1t to the postoffice for me when he aomes, e

4Aloha,
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Weialua, Oahu.
April 13, 1955.

L

Dgar Dave:

' I just lenrned that the Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Hompany (in
other words mostly deBisschop and his mother-in-law ENNEIEHNEIY Mrs. Con-
stable) won a lawsult apeinsgt e My, Gullois in Papeete Court of about

1,200,000 French Colonisl francs, Translated into Americen cash I balleve
that comes to several hundred thousand dollars, Please phone foreign ex-

change desk at bank for ecorract figure, |

DegBigschop seems to maintein that all this cash belongs to him, This is

not g0 as some non-admitiag resident of Tahlti maintains end, perhuaps

to get back at deB,, informs us in Hewali. This cash must be dlvided among
‘all .shareholders, Your brother Win - is he now in Hon.? - owns the old =
block of Archer shares, and shares belonjg_ to guch men ss Emilio Ordonezm
Perhaps Roy FPeiler, Melayvo, Ha old English and I don't know who € sa,
‘have none or perhaps just a couple as for working on the Cheng Ho, I was
paid cash (this advanced to me by myself) end one share per month,

I went my Vheng Ho documents back some day soon, so I hope you will
make use of them without delay to help your brother et al., to the cash
that is coming to them. Of course, he may be obliged to 20 © France to
gpend his cash there - 1o get it {nto the U.S., is & problen in itself.

I addition to the-above, dePo, as you know, owes me mnd Ordonez, Peiler,
gtg., ete., about $3,500 on an I.0.U. This is the time to collect that sum
or us, '

I want my Cheng Ho pe ers back scon as I expect to meet a e ident
Tahiti next month. whd is passing through. = g -

I em dashing the note off to you wikiwiki as I want the laudr
bring it to the postoffice for me when he comes. ol

Aloha,
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Mokulela Bgach, Waialua,
Oahu, Hawali,
Aprii 25, 1955,

My dear Mr, Wood:

Thank you for your letter of March 28 regarding the Cheng
Ho swindle,

tora Ingman & Ingman, were unfortunate in selecting the
Tnh?'{iigozitg;ngy Ei::'»i nganstodt to'ruprasmt me and assoclates in Ta- -
hiti. If you have an annotated list of present attorneys practicing in Ta-
hiti, may I have a copy?

I an international couri that could handle thae Cheng Ho contro-
vars; Ig':i..cw of the fact thet I am an American sitizen and deBisschop is a
French one?

A faw woeks ago, the naturalized Americen citizen George Archer, Tahitia
by birth and former sharsholder in the Cheng Ho Treding & Exploring Co.
informed me that hig relative, a member of the Papeete Legislature, will
be passing through Honolulu next amenth on i way home from Paris. We are
nlenning to meet with him,

Mr, Argher is no longer connected with the company, heving surrendered
a@ll his shares to pay attorney fees, He is rather bitter.

Incidentally, Mr, Archer told me that the Oscar Nordman to whom I su
recuired by the Fyench Government to give 51% shares or rights in a new
Cheng Ho company (not required by my option contract at allt) spent some
time as inmate of ths penal settlement on Devil's Island, He and an asso-
clate are posed to have sunk a vessel, filled with mrgo, © get the
irsurance, The vessel was sunk in sueh sﬁeuow water that divers could
2:11% up grums and caseg of cargo. Upon opening them they were found to con-

sand. 1

Our Consular Agent has en office in Papeste su lied, I believe, tthr
the kindness of Mr, Nordman, s i ’ & e

Mr, Arcgher likewise informs me that the former French Consul deBisseh

i:nggw a Government Official in French Ocesnia - I believe the Austral I:g

Yours sincerely,



THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Americen Embsss

Paris’ lhy b_, 1955.

Dr. Otto Degener;
Mokuleis Beach Waialua,
Oahu,
Hawaii.

Sir:

The gquestion which you raise in your letter of
April 25, 1955 relating to the submission of your
legal difficulties with a French citizen to an inter-
national court might be taken up by you with the De-
partment of Stste in Washington since the Embassy is
not in a position to advise you on this peint.

Very truly yours,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Mokuleia Beaoh,Waialua, Oahu,
. Hawaii, Us Ba A
May 18, 1955,

My, Donald 8, Marshall,
Union Btmhig Lines,
Papeete, Tahitl,

Dea>» Mr, Marshall:

Our mutual friend, Mr, Craighill Handy, advised me to
write *o you because of your shipping interasts.

outright the 95 ft., junk-yacht Cheng Ho and Still own the op=-
uaIz gg‘;\ﬁuohas.aghis vossel for $15,000 in the same gondition in -u;n
T +urned her over to the "Cheng Ho Trading and Exploring Company” in 1947.

<1952 I had filled all requirements to take possession of
m”z,gﬂl .’i,lhmcr. refused to do s0 when the Gompany{: with the aid
of past and present French Government Officials, would not abide by the
conditions of the egreement, here enclused. For exauple, mosl ol the lux-
urious eshins of tealc and camphorwoods had been ripped out and required
raplacement, oto., eto. I was to turn over 51% of the stoecik to Uscmr
Nordman of ’l‘e.hiti who refused to sign a business contrect with me until
I had turned over the stock to him - rather funny business methods to
which I osnnot agree. Nordman, by the way, had ship diffieulties in his
youth, a fact not known to me clearly until later, My wish to have every-
thing done in proper business fashion turned out to be particularly ne-
LEEET &

In short, I refused to accept the vessel under such outrageous condl-

tions and have been asking from the Franch Government $60,000 damages,

the sum remalning arter the §15,000 cption price is subtracted from the
appraised valuat?m of $755000 at the time I turned the vessel over to

the Compeny. Since French Officlals (execluding His Excellency, the present
Governor, of course) sre largely responsible for this Lubroglio, I feesl

it is up to the French Government to untengle this mess and make good

the damages I have susbined. On the recent sdvice of our 5t te Department
in Washington and our Ambassador in Paris, I am to resort to the French

Court for justice, If I faill to get it, @ S8tate Department will interest
themaselves in my case.

Naturaily, deBisschop, gosaibly Callols and Rordmen, want to keep the
vessel and not surrender it to me ms it glves or at least gave them a
handy profit in heuling copra and othsr cargo. 1 demand wy vessel @ccording
1) to the agreement of July 1947, or 2) the vessel plus damages for their
yandelism in tsering out the c:b{r.s etc. or 3) they can keep tie vessel
But I want my $60,000 dameges, plus interest.

Dr, Handy suggested that you with your xnowledus of ashippin arti-
cularly in and about Tehiti, might wish to Join mabin sattlfgg %l’d.g‘ﬂ;ts
to our mutual sdvantage. I am eure our Stste Department and nunercus Mem-
bers of our Cecngress and of the Assemblbe Nuticnale would be pleased and
back us, I believe alsoc Hig Exaellency Govaernor Toby would be on our side,

I am eager to get your reaction and cnswor eny questic . -
garding thig oase, ¥ questiocns you have re-

Binceredy,
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My dear Mr. DEGENER:

On March 8th, you were kind enough to write me
a letter regarding your claim against Mr. Eric de BISSCHOP,
a2 French citizen living in TAHITI.

After consulting again with the competent authorities
in Paris I cannot but confirm the terms of the note which the
Embassy sent on June 15th, 1955 to the Department of State and

which the latter has brought to your knowledge.

il

Maurice COUVE DE MURVILIE
French Ambassador
to the United States.

¥r. Otto DEGENER
Waialua

OAHU

Hawaii,
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wWaialua, Oahu, Hawali,
July 11, 1955.

Mr, Rodrigue Bertoi,
165 Boppadway
New York 6, ﬁw York,

Dear Mr, Bertol:

Tig is to verify my letter of Mey 30, 1955, to which I
recelved a very belated answer from you due to confuslon in address.

I the option to purchasec the $75,000 Cheng Ho according %o the
ﬁ&?am?l:t of :%.lioh & angloss a photostat copy herewith, The Cheng Ho
Trading & Exploring Co., of which Tric deBisschop is apparently leeading
shareowner, with sid of other French Officials in and a t Tahiti, re-
fuses to honor this agreement, I consequently wish you to sue whoever is
responsible for the loss of my vessel, Since I am a retired teacher and
author of books that have 1ittle popular demand, 1t is impossible for me
to spend a dollar on the case. I am therefore eager for you to legally
fight for my rights strictly on a contingency bages, ¥you receiving one
t.hﬁd and I two thi#ds of any cash or other kind of settlement.

The one bundle of papers contains the contract end letters explaining
the history of the imbroglio, I think you should read this first, The othe
bundle shows you the reactions of various government officiels in Paris and
Washington, I believe they eill TRY to have the rather weak and perhaps
dishonest Tahitian Government see that they treat us honestly - to do
otherwise would invite too much criticism,

In addition to the sbove importent projeet, there is the comparatively
trivial one of collacting an unpaid debt of about $3,000. My Honolulu law-
yer In has certein papers concerning it, and presently he is on vaca-
tion, at bbthers me mainly, however, is that the most important papers
about the Cheng Ho option contract and the $3,000 debt are in the hands
of the dishonest lawyer (who was enfaged by us) Henri Hoppenstedt or Oscar
Nordman (imprisoned year s ago for sinking a vessel to get the cargo in-
surance), both residents of Tahiti.

After having allowed the Cheng Ho tc deteriorate, there is danger that
deBisschop et al., will try to pelm off this wreckege, with all kinds of
islaimsshand demage suits hanging to it, on us instead of paying us damages
n cash,

Write me your reactions and advice. I Irve lots and lots of letters
go;n this ease but they, I believe, would not help us any, merely be con-
sing

Aloha,



Weialua, Oshu, Hawaii.
July 11, 1955,

Mr, Rodrigue Bertol,
165 Bppadwey
New York 6, New York,

Dear Mr, Bertol:

w*'1a ig to verify my letter of May 30, 1955, to which I
received a very belated mnswer from you due to aonmainn in address.

I own the option to purchasec the $75,000 Cheng Ho mccording to the
agreement of whieh I enclose s photostat copy herewlth, The c_henf Ho
Trading & Bxploring Co., of which Eric deBisschop ie apg::'lently sading
sharecwner, with ugd of other French Officiele in snd about Tahiti, re-
fuses to honor this agreement. I consequently wish you to sue whoever ias
e gible for the loss of my vessel, Since I am a retired teacher end
anthor of books that have little popular demand, it is impossible for me
to spend a dollar on tha case, I am therefore eager for you to legally
fight for ny rights striotly on a contingenoy bases, you receiving one
third and I two thi®ds of any cash or other kind of settlement,

The one bundle of Eapars containa the contract and letters explaining
the history of the imbroglio, I ihi.k you should read this first, The otha
bundle shows you the reactlions of variocus government officials in Paris amd
Washington. I believe they eill TRY to have the rather weak and perhaps
dlghonest Tehitian Government sse that they treat us honestly - to do
otherwise would invite too much criticism.

In addition to the above important project, there ig the comparatively
trivial one of collecting an unpald debt of about $3,000., My Honolulu law-
yer I“ﬁ"“ hes certain papers cuncerning it, and presently he ls on vaca-
tion, ¥hat bbthers me mainly, however, is thet the most important papers
about the Cheng Ho option contramet end the $3,000 debt are inm the hands
of the ﬂ%ahnnest lawyer (who was engaged by us) Henrl Hoppenstedt or Oscar
Nordman (imprisoned yesrs sgo for sinking z vessel to get the cargo in-
surance), both residents of "ahiti,

After having allowed the Cheng Ho to deteriorate, there is danger that
deBissgchop et al,, will try to paim off this wraakaéa, with :J.l .t‘fnﬂs of

g%air;:hanﬂ damage sults hanging to it, on us inatead of paylng ua demages

Write me your resctions and advice. I nve lots and lots of letters
ggixggthia cage but they, I believe, would not help us any, merely be con-

Aloha,

L i
7T A

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



—a p—

WICHARD HALL WISWALL
Secrarary

LEVERKTT SALTONSTALL
STHPFHEN PHILLIPS

WALTER MU WHITFHILL
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August 18, 1965

Mr. Oscar G. Nordman

¢/0 Service De Ravitaillement Maritime
Maison Nordman

Fournisseur - Shipchandler

Papeete, Tahiti

Dear Mr. Nordman:

I have received information recently that the Cheng
Ho Trading & Exploring Company or deBisschop obtained
a large judgment against a Mr. Gallois in Papeete
Court earlier this year. If thils is true, will you
please advise whether there is any chance of collect-
ing on the judgments which my clients hold against
the company.

Very truly yours,

David N. Ingman
DNI: jn

Hunt Ins it itation
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ADRESSE THEGRATHIGUE:
OCEANIC

SOCIETE HOTELIERE
ET DE
RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME
MESSAGERIES MARITIMES
THE OCEANIC 5.5.Co.

-~

OSCAR G. NORDMAN & FiLS
SERVICE DU RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

MAISON NORDMAN

POURVOYEUR - FOURNISSEUR - SHIPCHANDLER - PROVIDORE

PAPEETE - TAHITI

CORRESPONDANT ET AGENT
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Mr. David N, Ingram
Attorney at Law
Honolulu T.H.

Dear Attorney

It is me that sent the information to the Pacific Tslands
Monthly, about the " Cheng Ho " and already the vessel is getting
repaired by Gallois et Cie.

I would suggest that you write to Messrs. GUILPAIN et
VITRY, attorney at Law, Papeete, to give you all the informations
regarding the judgments obtained by de Bisschop for the " Cheng Ho
Trading % Exploring Company of Honolulu.

When writing to Messrs Guilpain and Vitry attorneys at Law,

please mention my name.
Very truly you\?m

Oscar G. Nordman *

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Waialua, Oashu, Hawaii.
Nov. 28, 1955.

Mr., Rodrigue Bertol,
165 Broadway,
New York, N. Y.

Dear M, Bertol:

I have not heard from you since mailing you some pertinent
Cheng Ho documents and asking you to handle the case, or cases, involved am
the contingency basis, I to get two-thirds and you ome-third.

My former attorney Ingman, who was away on vacation, is btack. I never
realized that he had gone to New York City to ke the "World Series" in
bageball, I believe. What a monotonous waste of timel

His brother, he tells me, has a claim or judgement against the Cheng Ho
people, and he sent his legal papers to Tahitl but simply gets no reply
from there,

Let nte know what you wish to do or are doing, Shall I mail you addi-
tional papaers, or are you not interested.

Sinceraly,

9'0. %—fgzﬂﬂ(

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Waialua, Oahu, Hawail,
Nov, 28, 1956,

Mr, Rodrigue Bertol,
165 Broadway,
Now York, N, Y.

Dear M, Bertol:
I have not heard from guu plnce malling you some pertinent
Cheng Ho documents and asking you to handle the case, or cases, involved m
the contingency basis, I to get two-thirds and you ome-third,
My former attorney Ingmem, who was eway on vacation,‘wis tack, I never

realized that he had gone to New York City to the the "World SBeries" in
baseball, I believe, What & monotonous waste of time}

Hig brother, he tells me, has & claim or judgement nfunst the Chex g Ho
groaple arm he' sent his 1.351 phpers to ‘I‘ahittdgut simply gets no raplg
on e.

Let e know what you wish to do or are dolng. Shall I mai -
tionel papaers, or are you not intaerested, o >4 saqt

Sinceraly,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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