Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
5th Floor, Hunt Library

Carnegie Mellon University

4909 Frew Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3890

Telephone: 412-268-2434

Email: huntinst@andrew.cmu.edu

Web site: www.huntbotanical.org

The Hunt Institute is committed to making its collections accessible for research. We are pleased
to offer this digitized item.

Usage guidelines
We have provided this low-resolution, digitized version for research purposes. To inquire about
publishing any images from this item, please contact the Institute.

Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.



Me Oscar 0. Nordman
,Papeete - Tahitl
a Maitre Lejeune, Notaire
Papeete
Monsisur le Notaire

Je viens d'apprendre que le " CHENG HO " va quitter
. le port de Papeete, le ler Julllet 1952, pour les iles Tuamotus,
or ne sera jamals de retour(¢7 Juillet 1952, jour de la levee
de 1l'option. ¥
A partir de cette date, c'est 4 Monsieur Otto Dezener
que les ou l'affreteur auront a4 faire, Il y a un offre de quatre
mille franes par jour offert par une maison de commerce de la

place.

Alors je demande au nom de Monsieur Otto Degener,que
en cas que le " CHENGC HO "ne serait pas a Papeete; le 7 inliet
1952, le mandataire de Monsieur GALLOIS, soit notifie de
cette decision, ainsi qu'a partir de cette date la POLICE d'ASSU-
RANCE soit au nom de Monsieur OTTO DEGCENER

Je suls d'avis de ne pas lalsser le " CHENG HO "
prendre la mer. o ‘ :

Je demande a titre de reparations, dommages-interets
la somme de $16.000, ou l'equivalent envers la " Cheng Ho Trading
& n:plori?g Company Ltd, pour avoir dans le courant des anndes
1947 a 19 transfo le " Cheng Ho " en une vaste cale en
detruisant les ammenagements luxieux du navire et la disparition
de foules d'articles. y .

qu'en decembre 1951, le " Cheng Ho " echoue sur I'ile

Tetlaroa, causant des avaries a la cogue du navire, ce gqul

la valeur du navire. Y

. « Que de fevrier 1951 a fevrier 1952, le " Cheng Ho "
n'a pas ete en cale seche, et gue le navire a ate ronge par les
tarredos & plusieurs endroits.
= Suivant option du 7 Juillet 1947, le " Cheng Ho "doit
etre rendu dans les meémes conditions qu'il était en Juillet 19%7
pour la somme de #15.000 ou 1l'equivalent.

Je prends 18 navire le 7 Juillet 1952, au nom de
Honslour Otto Degener, sous reserve de ma demanie de £20.000 ou
1! valent en reparation des dommages causds au navire dds a
la malveillance et mauvals traitement & la cogque et aux moteurs.

Ce n'est pas une expertise de la valeur du navire que
nous avons besoin, o'est une expertise de ma demande de £20.000
ou l'equivalent pour depreclation ete,

+ I1 est bien entendu que le palement de l'option n'est
pas stipule, et Je maintient ma demande de §20,000 ou 1'equivalent
a titre de razsratzon at depreciation du navire.

« 81 au cas le navire prendrait la mer et ne serait pas
de retour a la date de la levde de l'option, je demande que les
ou 1'af'freteur assure le navire au nom de Monsieur Otto Dsgener,
ou a son mandataire pour la somme de un million de francs qul est
8 doute le montant de la Police d'Assurances du present, ainsi
qu'a partir de cette date 7 Juillet 1952, 1l'affretement serait
%000 francs par jour ( Quatre mille franes CFP ).

Je vous prie,d'agreer Monsiesur le Notaire, a mes
sentiments respectusux et devoues Oscar G. Nordman

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




S & gl 24 Hast 82 Ste,
B T g ol S New York, He Yo
= o’ I||._. SR -Tuly 1. 19562«

Dear Nr. Tellment i s

To keep you up to date, I enclose for your files photostats
I just recelved from Tahiti concerning the Cheng Ho. The pencil scribbling
( except for iir. Nordman's suggestion I sign my nm® "Otto Degener" and "Bon
pour pouvoir*) are my own in attempting to translate and find out how impor-
tant "Le Soussigne"” real]ir is. I found out alright! By signing it "lioneieur
Pierre logzelle, clerc de lotaire." can just about glve the Cheng Ho to any
man he choses, including debiaschop.

The English letter from Osa r Nordman I did not have photostated, but I re-
typed it and enclose it herewith slso, From this letter we find that . Gal=
lois, who is on the Governor's Privy Council, represente deBigschop, at the
June 11, 1952 meeting regarding the Cheng Ho. Me evidently helped with the
"Le Soussigne" document, It looks to me as though 1 am to plunk down 15,000, |
then sign the "Le Soussigne" docunent blindly, and let the people in Tahiti
not only legally take the vessel away from e but my 515,000 as wells I shall
of eourse not sign.

Gallois, by the way, has been the charterer of the vessel and, because he re
her on the reef last December and was responegible for the damage, wes okliged
to put the Cheng o in dry dock for repairs. These according to Nordmmn cost |
him something like $10,000 cagh, I now evidently am t0 reimburse him for this
expense of his own by the y15,000 I am to hend oveRs '

I wrote the French Ambassador in Washington June 26 That I would not place |
ﬂ.g, 0 in qaﬁw gr‘g;,hcrwina in the Bank of Indo-China =~ Indo-China is in '

es o vi * liy option contrect does not eall for anything like j

that. Put sinc eég;ter f h% Iﬁ ov 30,000 deposit |
4 el e R R e N
°I"§,t'§3‘; to the compeny. Now it is up to deBisschop U0 mover the vessel |
as d it over to them in 1947, Uy contention is chop |
. that ein
wreol):od the Cheng Fo in the first 8 months of his use of her (o:;rd:m:n
m“‘:ythii-&;ggo. ?o cash need change hands . "
re is any connection between the letter I ¥rench
Ambassador June T don't
.here S 26 and two wires I received from Tehiti, I don't Jmow. But
June 28 A K 1 09 Degener 24 East 82 Street NewYork Optiom exercised in

france sign contract I sent return immedia 5
appraised stop urgent. (Signed) o.eu'e tely having Cheng Ho surveyed and

"June 89 A L 1 25 Otto Degener 24 Eest 8 engho
2 et Vewyork On account Ch
g::: ;xcz ;:g:::;yi&mpwﬁ“ ﬁitibe ;omed before option be exercised
[§] eign form I sent you addl b
pouvoir and meil it stop reply last delsy July 22.y(sxgneal)’so-:2r?mr

The first pege of the Lejeune letter intimates to me that now the Tahiti-

ﬁgﬁggg gi"myimgg e:.%% a%ogﬁ. pg% &es a:ﬂog Eue%iatered the vessel

er 1'Administration

I don not understand L
N a aeaiae. why Lejeune spells dePisschop's name deBischopp =ll |

I am sorry something happened to my typewriters

Aloha,



SEMBLEE NATIONALE REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

LBERTE -« EGALITE - FRATERNITE 4

.

T e e =

eamis,Le  ler Julllet 1952

Monsisur OTTO DEGENER

WAIALUA, GAHU '

Monsisu,

J'si bien rsgu/votre lettre du 13 Juin wm'indigusnt
le motif d= 1'actiom nue vous intentiez contre le Gouver-
nement frengais =t vous remercle des renseignements aque
vous me donnsz et aui me seront utiles pour sulvre la
merche de cette affaire.

Tans l'attente deo nouvelles informstions, Je vous
prie d'sgréer, Monsiemr, 1l'sxpression de wes sentimem s

distingués.
( L&,VM

Jean FPUFAT

Député dé la Loire.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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PAPBRIR, LR st b

Otto DEGTNER .

Dear ir

3 ; Bands your t'ﬂrcf of June S th. -
@ 150 mnumﬂ% Ry u Lrue. that

iy i "conozdurtr. of my Aoty %o posbpone iran

tmﬁ.k m wractions come from you; such inatroewd
: n ;_rou gavs pnuor of a.tjhpgw

- e U0 Fi_llﬁ, 5

o m
‘tias been umx for 1
to wark herw on the tﬂsﬁﬂ‘
<z wor i Aone gn will turn ove

i’#’& {f me name is zutum femiliar i
s governmentss In your matier, I 41d cm:i

S i S
AV R M%%W'%,
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24 East B2 Bt.’
New York, He Yoy UeSehe
July 5, 1952.

Le Minietere dee Affaires Etrangeres,
Direction des Affaires ¥conomiques et Financieres,
Peris, France.

Dear Sir: .
Thank you for your letter of No, 2476 DE of June 21 regarding the
‘Cheng Ho and Mr, Eric deBisschop. I recently received from Tahiti the let-
tere headed "Le Soussigne" and "Marcel Lejeune," I mailed photostat copies
of these letters to the State Department in Washington laxt week, and now
meil you copies as well, The pencil writings, except for "Bom pour péuvoir"
and Otto Degener" at the end of the letter, are my own attempts of trans=
lation into English.

1., Both the U, S. Federal Court and the Territorial Court in 1948 in Honolulu
established the illegal registration of the Cheng Ho under the French flag by
the swindler Eric deBisschop :

2, The letter from Mercel Lejeume of June lli 1952, intimates that deBisschop
illegally registered the Cheng Ho under the Tench flag. .

3. After strong protest against the injustice to vhich the Government of Ta-
hiti - to whom the convict Eric deBisschop is an enfant gate - has subjected
me, I em now permitted to vieit Tahiti for three months.

4, I am now permitted by the Government of Tehiti to repurchase my Cheng Ho
- 8 right I always owned until fraudulently the Office of the Governor of
Tehiti enabled the convict deBisschop to register the vessel in his own mme
under the French flag.

5, Eric deBigschop in the first eight monthe' possession of the Cheng Ho in
Tehiti, has allowed the vessel to deteriorate from the appraised value of
$75,000 to & new appraised value of $60,000, or = loss of $15,000 This is
;ha gxnat sum I owe him to purchase the Cheng Ho mt her original wvalue of
75,0004

6. I have met all conditions of my contraet signed July 7, 1947: a.) Have
gent and will continue to send notices of my demand to exercise the optionm,
and b,) Heve $15,000 cesh in New York City avsilable for the purchase, hav=-
ing sent proof to the French Ambassador in Washington of this fact.

7. ¥r, Gelloie, charterer of the vessel and Privy Councillor of the Governor
of Tahiti, sllowed the Cheng Ho last Pecember to run sground on the coral
reef, necessitating expensive repairs by 1. Gallois to the Cheng Ho,

8. Before I am ablye to buy back the Chemg Ho, which past and present French

L
Government Officials have illegally tried to hinder, I must sign a "bon
pour pouvoir" under the dooument "Soussigne" which:

a. Robs me of 51% of my vessels

v, Robs me of almost all rights as I would be a minority stockholders.

2 Govern=
1) to take from me $15,000 so . Gallois, offieial of the
::é-:tﬂc;gs’r o ti can fecg\%p hia unfortunate losses at my eXpense, logses
inourred By B & own Taullo pro,or is in M. Tejeune's letters "Dgng

Hunt Institute fc 1o
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le meme aspurement .de .compte .figurera le reglomsnt d'une somme de E0OC,G00
francs reclamee par M, Gellois pour travaux de reparation sur le Cheng Ho,"

Because past and present French ‘Govermment Officials in Tshitl a.recaa.ttampt-i

ing to steal my property:

1. I demand permission to form a corporation under the French flag with the
French citizen lir, Oscar G. Noxdman of Taaiti; the right to annul at any

time the fraudulent registration of the vessel nmed Cheng Ho to any na-
+tionality whatever amd to take her back "together with her engines, nachinery,
masts, boats, anchors, csbles, & ckle, furniture and all other necessaries

: thereunto sppertaining and belonging on board aqd free of all liens, olaima,

. taxes and ingumbramces of any nature whatsoever,"

OR, if you plase,

2. I dmnd. payment of $60,000 damagaa by the French Government for the loss
of the Cheng Ho, I shall appeal personally to the Congress of the United
States, thelr 96 Senators and 435 Representatives, in Washington. I 'beliave
that your 1nvantiga.tion will mékce th:ls appeal ummoeaaary 3

Otto Degener

Hunt Institute for Botanical C mentation
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24 Eeet 82 Gl

y‘ng:‘kiggé Y.' Us Se e

= P
Lo Ministdre des Affaires Itrangerus, =
‘Arection des Affeires Economiques et Financieres,
Parisy, Frmge,

* nsieur:

Mes remarciemsents pour voirs letire du 21 Juin, Jo. 2476 DE en vregard |
du batean Chenp Jlo et If, iric deBisuchop. J7wi rfcu neguere de Tahitl dee let= |

trss degignfez "Le Smussigne” et “Hareel Tejeunes® J'sddreseal la semaine
dermidrs des copies photontatiques de ces letiras su Depariement d'liat,
Washington, et maintemant je vous envoye sussl de ces lénen copies, Les
foritures en srayon, exeeptent “Pom pouy pouveir" et "Otic Degener® & la fin
de In lettre, pont mes propres essals d'une traduction anglaise.

1, Lfme le Tritunal Federal des Piate Unis et le Trilunal Tervitorisl & EHono-
lula antdftabl.iximtbﬁ 1948 qnsai.'mragi;trman.fb cbxd' @ ;m d%fngdzo soys la
m‘léd? epu quaFrang g6 per le vage_bond Lrie sachop ur

2. La lettre de u, Marcel Lejeune du Juir 1952 denne 2 entendre que de=
Bisschop avait illegalement enregistré le Cheng Ho sous le drapesu de France,

Se Ap'.»)s mes fortes protestations contre 1l'injustice que le ag,nmement de
Pahiti = pour leguel le déporte Lric deBisschop est enfent gite - m'a ex~
posg, on me permit maintenant de visiter Tahiti pour la e de trolis mois,

4. Le Couvernsment de Tahiti me dorme & préscnt permiseion de rachoter mon
bltean Chenz To = une droit qua j'si toujours possedfe avsat que 1'ClTiee
du Gouverneur de Tahiuhimudnlmsmmt donmait au dSporte deBisschip le
moyen £ enregistrer le Y3tsau au nom de ce deBisschup sous le drapesu de lm
Republique Franga:l.s!.

5, Lrie deBissehop, pendant les premiers hult mois ds sa possession da Cheng
Ho & Tahliti a permit le bBteau de déteriorer par son vandslisme, “u haut de
1'6valution de 575,000 jusqu'2 l= nouvelle @valution de 60,000, une perte
de 315,000, ia somme de 415,000 que je lui dois pour racheter le Cheng Ho
est 1'exacte emiivalence de cetts psrie. Depuls 1l'evaluation de ece <60,000
il ¥ a encors plus des partes »ar vandallsme.

5. Je faisais face 2 tous les conditions ds mon contrat, aisn‘ le 7 Juin 1947;
8.) 7'al envoyé et goniimera d'enveoyer des notifications de ma réclamstion
d'exercer me option. be) J'zi 1s somne de 315,000 a Few York City, et en
syeni envoysr la preuve n 1'imbassadeur francais en Vashington.

7. i, Galleia, Conseil Privé du Gouverneur de Tahiti et affr:tmr du Cheng
Ho, s permit le butean en Degaabre 1651 a ‘%chouer sur un banc de COralX,
nécessitant des reparations a grande frais an L, Celloie,

8, Avant aue je peux racheter le Cheng Fo, un acte que fonctiomairesAmuiens
st ectuels éu Couvernemecnt F:ﬂmgn!.s ont 111‘galemsnt egsayer de m'empecher
d'en faire, on exize ma signature, un “bon pour pouvoir," sous le dogumnent d
faenamigns,” Cs dooumants

Hul

i
i



2
a. Me dépouille du (rclt sur 51% de men propre veisseaus

‘:;11:2 dérobe de presque tous droits o cause de m'dtsnt acilomnaire en mine
” :

{

0. Epsaye sussi de s'approprier mes y15,000 de sorte que il Callols, foq.
tionneire du Gouveymement de Tehiti, peux péperer sa malheureuse perts a'..
me dépense, comprégnt ses frais pour les rzya.ratinna du Cheng o, ti \
se propre faute, L'evidence est dens le letire de Il Lejeune: “Dans le m
apurenent de compte figurera le reglemont d'une somme de D500,000 francs re=-
clamée par M. Gellois pour traveux de répevation sur le Cheng Jo."

Car fonctionnaires enciens et prefaents du Gouvernement Franceis a Tahitl
ecpayent de me prévu de mes biens,

1, J'exige le permission de former une corporglion sous le drg.poq&t de France
avee le citoyen francols M« Oscer G. lordmen & Tahitiy le drolt a'moi d'anmule:

1'enregistreanent du vaisseau nomé Cheng Ho a toute heure et 1'enregistrer l
soug une notionalité quelconaue et le reprendre “together with her engines,
mochinery, masts, boats, anchors, cables, teckle, furniture and all other
necessaries thereunto appertaining and belonging on bosrd and free of all
1iens, claims, texes and inoumbrances of any nature whatsoever."

e e e —— .

sutrement, 8'i1 vous plait,

2, J'exigersi le payement de la g‘u‘t du Gouvernepent Frangeis de 1ls soume de

60,000 pour le tort fait 2 moi & cause de la perte du g Ho, J'appe h?:l.
ergonellement su Congress ces Ltats Unis, leurs 96 Senateurs et 435 D{;}ut Sy
s Washington, Je erois que votre investigstion juste ferait cet appel pas

nécessaire. !
N .
Veuillez m‘:ar. lionsieur, 1'mssursnce de mes sentimenis tres devonass

Hunt Institute for Bc 1tation



34 Sast 52 63
Hew Vorlk, TeYey UsSeds

July 7, 195%

Gueng -Jo Trading & Exploring Coe,
& Zepte Lpdc deBlszchop,
{ghilti, Vrench Uceanise.

deaxy Sirss

1 vish to remind the Compsny of ths stosk apllon conbtwse? arequted
3 9y 1947, Latween the Cowpany and me, and recordad ina the 3ursau of Con=
T:ﬂﬂsas. Territory of Hawali, in 1ibver 215% on pages 247 » 249 (Dogs Hos
51,394}

This letter is to infarm you thot I shall taks up my oplion regaxrding the
wirsacse of the Cheng Ho "together with her angines, mechiz ry, anots, boatsy
anchora, cablee, Laskle, furriture end rll othexr zeceyaeries thersunto 5 5
tainivg aud W longing on beerd sud free of sll lismp, claims, texss amd
cunbrances of any nature whateoever® for the U.d, 715,000 agreed unone

I hiave the UsSe $15,000 onsen syeilable, wnd have sent peoel of this fast
410 the Vrepen Ambassador, Weshington, DsCs

Jncidentally, aglm remembay that Capt., dcBisschop apdfor ke Compmny
owe 28 aud Bome my friends (some of whose rights I possess) rougnly UeSe
«75300 i LeUslies and other legal imst=wnonts ond thet the sppralsed value
of tha Cheag Ho in the Firet eight months nnder the stmmrdahfp of Cupte
wesiaschop Jdeelined 15,000,

Yy sesni regardirg the Cheng Fo metter is ix. Oscar G, Nowdnan, Papeetey
Tehiti, 7ith vhom you are to deml until further notice. :

Sine rvely yours,

o~

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




LAW OFFICES

PRINCE. TAYLOR & CRAMPTON

O, . PRINCE

DWIGHT TAYLOR BOWEN BUILDING

SCOTT P, CRAMPTON BIS FIFTECNTH STRELT, N W.
1 = WASHINGTON 8, DL C.

JESSE W mNIGHT =

BAUL M. HAWKING TELEPHONE REFUBLIC BIE4

July 7, 1952

Mr. Otto Degener
2L East B2nd Street
New York 5, 1952
Dear Mr, Degener:

This will aclknowledge receipt of your letter
of July 5, 1952, and in accordance with your request
I am returning to you herewith the letter addressed to
you under date of April 16, 1947, by Joseph R. Farrington,
together with photostatic copy of news items concerning
the CHENG HO.

Very truly yours,

%7 Ak,

Enels,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




8 Juillet 1952

ERIC DE BISCHOPP RURUTU

A

; EN MA QUALITE MANDATAIRE DE OTTO DECEWZR SUIVANT BROCURA- |
TION DEPOSEE A LEJEUNE NOTATRE PAPEETE VOUS NOTIFIE TANT EN |
VOTRE NOM PERSOMWEL QUE COMME REFRESENTANT SCIETE CHENG HO
TRADDNG AND EXPLORING COMPANY QUE DEGENIR LEVE OPTION A LUI
CONFEREE PAR ACTE DU 7 JUILLET 1947 ET ACCEPTE PROMESSE
DE RETROCESSION Y CONTENUE DU BDATEAU CHENG HO MOYENNANT
QUINZE MILLE DOLLARS STOP VOITE FRESENCE PAPEETR NECESSATRE |
mmmMnopmcmmsmmmml
JE POSTE MODELE PROCURATION GUE DEVRRA ENVOYER PREMIERE |
LIISON A LSTEUNE AVEC T0JS DOOTMENIS SOCIETE BT BATEAU STOP
CABLEZ SI CONSIDEREZ PRESENTE NOTIFICATION COME VALASLE O
SI AVEZ PAS QUALITE POR LA RECEVOT OABLEG NOM ADRESSE |
PERSONNE GAPABLE,

TELEGRAMME COLLATIONNE e
A REMETTRE EN MNAINS PROPRES  MP

=N

AVEC ACCUSE DE RECEPTION it}

/%?ﬁmww 1
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'SECRETARIAT DETAT PARiS; 1= 9 Juillst I952us
A L'ENSEIGNEMENT TECHNIQUE
A LA JEUNESSE ET AUX SFORTS

LE MINISTRE

g e T S S J :

Hil/mm 34

Mongieur,

Vous svez bien voulu psr lettre du I2 juin I952
we mettre gu courant de vos démilis avec le Gouvarnsment
Frangais au sujst de 1ls confiscation de Wotre vaissesu
1e "Oheng Io" et me-demngnder de vous assister dsna ce
différend.

Bien gqu'avecat de par mg profesgion; j2 ne pourrsi
gans doute vous défendre dong cette sffaire du fait gque
J'appartiens actuellement su Gouvernsment en gu-lité
de Secrstaire d'Ztat & 1'Snseignement Technique, & la
Jennessa et aux Sports.

Cependant, je suis & votre disposition pour
vous recommander un avocat spécisliste des questions de
droit maritime.

Vaaillez donec, Jje vous pris, me fixer sur veos
intentions exactes et me donner guelgues d4tails
. complementaires sur cstte délicate affaire,

Je vous vrie de croire, Monsieny, ¥ l'assursnce
de mes gentiments les meillenrs,

MR, OITO DEGENER,
24 Bast, B2 5%
NEW _YORK N.¥. H.S.4.

T ! L%

et
ﬂ)‘,\\

dagn WASSON

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



July o, 1952

Dr. Otto Degener
24 East 828nd Street
New York City, H. Y.

Dear Dre Degener:

Sorry we missed you in Hew York Clty but we were a little
late getting up there sc did not stick around long.

I am sorry about the delay in answering your letter of
July 2nd, but I just got back last weekend and thia is
the first opportunity I have had to do any legal work,
With regard to the matter set forth in that letter, in
order to exercise your option, you will have to bind
yourself %o make payment of $15,000,00 prior to July
22nd even though the money would not necessarily change
hands prlor to that time. The last time I talked with
you, you were not willing to make such a commitment and
I assume that you are not presently. If you do not wish
to put up the money, where would it come from?

The total of your Judgment and the Robinson judgment (if

it were assigned to you) would be around §7,000,00 and a
document exerelsing the cption could be drawn up providing
that $7,000,00 would be paid by apply the ju nta

and the balance of $8,000,00 in cash. wo stil1l
involve a substantlal cash comitment on your part, and in
view of your difficulties with the French in the past I,

of course, recommend against it. I feel that you should
be willlng to apply your judgment and the Robinson j nt
(which I belleve the Robinsons would be willing to ass

to you without charge) but that the balance of the $15,000,00
should be put up by the French.

I will not go into detall on the various matters set farth
in your letter of July 2nd until I have an answer from you
clarifying your plans as to the matter of putting up cash,

Sincerely yours,

David N. Ingman
DNI:gy
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC COMMERCE
NATIONAL PRODUCTION AUTHORITY

NEW YORK REGIONAL OFFICE FIELD SERVICE

2 West L3 Street

NEW YS%%N‘@Q‘ YORK J'uly 10, 1952
LOngacre 1-0900

Mr, Otto Degener

¢/o Miss Irms Degener
24 East 82nd Street Attention: ;
Rew York City, N, Y.

Gentlemen:

Reference is made to your request of May 15, 1952, to
the American Embassy, Paris, France

c) Available material is attached, including partial lists.
American Attormeys Practicing in Paris

( ) The material (or part of it) is presently out of stock and '
will be forwarded immediately upon receipt in this office,

( ) The material requested (or part of it) is not immediately

available and has been requested from the American Foreign

Service. Upon receipt in this office it will be forwarded
immediately.

( ) The enclosed material (or part of it) is subject to revision.
Revised material will be forwarded immediately upon receipt.

( ) Revised material is attached.

() A check sheet indicating the Trade List coverage is attached.
Current 1lists are obtainable through this office for $1.00
per classification per country.

( ) Comments:

Enclosure
Very truly yours,

JOHN F. McKIERNAN
Regional Director

Commercial Kgent
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PASSS PAPEETE €1 11 0840 VOIEMACKAY—__ ///
LT OTTO DEGENER 24 EAST 82 STREET NEWYORK Ay :
STOP FIGHTING AND ARGUING HAVE SUED CHENGHO TRADING
.COMPANY TWENTYTHOUSAND DOLLARS HAVE ARRANGED WITH LEJEUNE THAT YOU
DONT HAVE TO SEND MONEY STOP IGNORE GALLOIS CLAIMS STOP
IN ORDER FOR YOU TO REPOSSED VESSEL YOU MUST SIGN CONTRACT AND SEND
ON RIGHTAWAY AND YOU AND ME TO ADJUST uai%n LATER LETTER
FOLLOWING
NORDMAN

Cabies

Commercial

and Radio

an dmerica

Cubles

Radio

Commercial Mackay
Cables

dil dmerica
Cables and Radio

oft 595 LY DEGENER 24 52 NYK CHENGHO LEJEUNE GALLOTS RIGHTAVAY
NORPMAN = PSE RD IN END TXT = ADJUST MATTER LATER IRPT MATTER
IRTP MATTER i

ral .mu:kuy
Radio




Here is the telegram that just mrrived; July 12 AM 1 22 A\
"Stop fighting and arguing have sued chengho trading eonpany twentythousand
dollars have arranged with lejeune that you dont have to send money stop
ignore gallois cleims stop in order for you to reposses vessel you must
sign contract and send on rightaway and you and me to adjust matter later

letter following (signed) Nordman

You see, I have squeezed the Tahiti Government to such an extent that they
are willing to ¥¥XX capitulate, That I muet sign that confisca ting contract
is just bluff - I shall refuse., 1 can always say that no such think was in
my option contract and that if they insist I shall bawl for my $60,000 to
Congress or go to Parig to have the Francization annulled as fraudulent,

But but but but btu, I see no reason for not giving the Govermor a chance i
to save face - why gel him down on me permanently? = by my sending Nordmn
the type of contract I had suggested %o you a week ago, with the understand-
ingothat Nordman and I are to revise it with sensible bylaws when we have the
time and advisors in Washington , Paris, Honolulu etc.,ete can get in touch

with us.

Of course Nordmn had the Cheng Ho superficially appraised and the Govmt,
gslapped on a $20,000 depreciation estimate so that that damnably troublesome
Yankeeee in Honolula need not send $15,000 cash to Tahiti for the option =-
e protest he mgy mmke to Washington

Gallois is the charterer of the Clke ng Ho and a Privy Councillor. The Gov.
evidently in the beginning tried to make me pay for the $10,000 bill Gallois
was forced to pay after the Cheng Ho piled up on the reef last December.
DeBisschop never paid the bill becemse the damage was strictly caused by
Gallois. I used this fact as leverage to show the French Ambassador in Wash.,
that my cleim for $60,000 from French Govmt, is valid because past and present
French Gowvmt, Officials, cause of th fficial powers, are trying to pre-
vent me from collecting my honest assets,

My reason for not signing the power attorney on that French contract, and
my reason to Imave a fool-proof I00O% safe contract to send to Tshiti before
the deadline date July 22 I already explained. Please send me original and a
carbon, and I will esend origirml to Nordmn by airmail,

Please sen d me the bill for the contract at the same time so that I will
have paid everything on Cheng Ho option job up to date.

Don't you think you would stimulate lawyer Marcel Lejeune if you told him if
he collects the Degener I1.0.U,, debt you will give him the Robirs on debi to |

collect? i

Archer

You know Ceran still owes me that $500 Emigration bond money = Itt}&gl_:ul
nheve some kind of claim on either Archer or Robims on Tecause of tha Ds
1i

Are you not glad you are Yack in cool Honolulu? Today ie again a stifling

day with no breeze.

Aloha to you end the force,

CAtls
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DAVID N. INGMAN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
ALEXANDER YOUNG BUILDING

HONOLULU. HAWAIIL
PHONE 5-5918

July 16, 1952

Dr. Otto Degener
24 East 82nd Street
New York City, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Degsner:

I just received your letter of July 12th this morning. The
paper you refer to as the contract is, of course, simply a
power of attorney giving Mozelle the power to exercise your
option. The only chance you take in signing this power of
attorney 1s that when Mozelle exercises the option on your
behalf, you will be obligated to pay the sum of #15,000.00.
You do net need to worry asbout the other powers given Mozelle
by signing the power of attorney as the power of attornsy can
be terminated by you as soon as lozelles has exercised the
option.

Nething can be gained at this ftime by drawing a contract such
as the one that you suggest that T prepare. If you wish to
exercise your optlon, you will have to give Mozelle the power
of attorney unless the French will accept a notice from you
that you are exercilsing your option. This would read as
follows:

To Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Company, Ltd.

In accordance with the provisions of Agresment
dated July 7, 1947 between your company and myself,
I hereby notify you that I have exercissd the option
ﬁranted in sald Agreement toc purchase the Junk Yacht

Cheng Ho" for the sum of $15,000.00 under the terms
and conditions set forth in sald Agreement.

The French are, of course, going to have a difficult time
getting the $15,000.00 from you even after you have notified
them that you have exercised yowr option, but it is possible
that they could do so through attechment of your assets. Until
you have actually paild over the money, you will sti1ll be in a
good position to bargain with Nordman 8s to the terms under
which the proposed company would operate.

The Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Company, Ltd. should also be
notified here in Honolulu that your option is being exercised
as this 1s technically the location of the principal office of
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Dr. Otto Degener -2 July 186, 1952

the corpcration. MNordman asked me to notify the Cheng He
Trading & Exploring Company, Ltd. of the exercise of the

option in a telsgram dated June 28%th but I have delayed doing
so until I was sure that you wanted to bind yourself definitely.
I shall notify the Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Company, Ltd.
not later than July 22nd that you have exsrcised your option
unless you advise me to the contrary.

By way of summary then, this 1Is the situation: To exercise
your optlon teehnically notice in writing should be given %o
the Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Company, Ltd. at its office
in Honolulu. However, Bs a practicsal matter, the French are
regulring that notice be given in Tahitli and apparently are
going to insist that 1t be given in the manner which they have
requested, by your execubting & power of attorney to Mozelle
who in turn will exercise the option on your behalf. Even
though they are insisting upon the option being exercised in
Tahiti, they should be satisfied with your exercising it by
execgutlng an Instrument such as the one I have drafted above.
However, since the time is short, if you wish to get your
option exercised before July 22nd, I suggest that you sign
the power of attorney as they have requested, with the Inbten-
tion of terminating 1t as soon as conftrol of the Cheng Ho has
been wrssted from de Blsschop.

ely yours,

- %

d N. Ingman

DNI:gy
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July 16, 1962

Ires Otto Degener
24 East 82nd Street
New York City, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Degener:

I just received your letter of July 12th this morning. The
paper you refer to as the contract is, of course, simply a
power of attorney giving Mozelle the power to exercise your
option. The only chance you take iIn signing this power of
attorney 1s that when Hozelle exerclses the option on your
behalf, you will be obligated to pay the sum of $15,000.00,
You do not need to worry about the other powers given Hozelle
by signing the power of attorney as the power of attorney can
be terminated by you as soon as Hozelle has exercised the
option.

Fothlng can be galned at this time by drawling a contract suech
as the one that you suggest that I prepare. If you wish to
exercise your option, you will have to give Mozelle the power
of attorney unless the French wlll accept a notlee from you
that you are exercising your option., This would read as
follows:

To Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Company, Ltd.

In accordance with the provisions of Agreement
dated July 7, 1947 between your company and myself,
I hereby notify you that I have exercised the option
ﬁ;ﬂmbed in sald Agreement Lo purchase the Junk Yacht

Cheng Ho" for the sum of $15,000,00 under the terms
and conditlions set farth in sald Agreement.

The French are, of course, going to have a difficult time
getting the $15,000,00 from you even after you have notified
them that you have exerclsed yowr optlon, but it 1s possible
that they could do so through attachment of your assets. Until
you have actually pald over the money, you will still be in a
good position to bargain with Hordman as to the terms under
which the proposed company would operate.

The Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Company, Ltd. should also be
notified here in Honolulu that your option ig being exercised
as this 1s technieally the location of the prineipal office of

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Dr. Otto Degener 2= July 16, 1962

the corporation. HNordman asked me to notify the Cheng Ho
Trading & Exploring Company, Ltd. of the exercise of the

option in a telegram dated June 28th but I have delayed doing
80 until I was sure that you wanted to bind yourself definitely.
I shall notify the Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Company, Ltd.
not later than July 22nd that you have exercised your option
unless you advise me to the contrary.

By way of summary then, this 1s the situation: To exercise
your option btechnically notice in writing should be given to
the Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Company, Ltd. at its office
in Honolulu. However, &s a mractical matter, the French are
requiring that notlce be glven in Tahiti and apparently are
going to insist that 1t be given in the manner which they have
ragquested, by Iw executing a power of attorney to Mozelle
who in turn will exercise the option on your behalf. Even
though they are Insisting upon the option being exercised in
Tahiti, they should be satisfied with your exercising it by
executing en Instrument such as the one I have drafted above,
However, since the time 1is short, if you wish to get your
option exercised before July 22nd, I suggest that you sign
the power of attorney sas they have requested, with the inten-
tion of terminating it as soon as control of the Cheng Ho has
been wrested from de Elaschop.

Sincerely youra;

David N, Ingman
DiI:gy

,z,’{’,mf M = /’Qf/\{t;-a ﬁﬂ{jb{i‘u—f.u!./
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24 ‘Eut ez Bt.. i
New Yol‘k’ He Yo
Tuly 17, 1952,

Denr Mr. Haring:
It ven nice getting your June 27 lettexr, tut I ecannot quite

answer your questions vith a direct yes or no, .

thoge lglands dengerous for me,. According to Frof, irving 0, Pecker, former
French Consul in Fawell end on the Faculty of the Univ,. of Haw,, when I was | .
teaching there, daBisschogrhu baen twice in jeil in ¥rance and was once mo=
quitted of murder there. om my own knowledge he was twice subject to deporta..
tion from the UeSe, a8 an uvndesireeble mlien, And from conversation to the I
Cheng Ho erew, vhich however msy be idle bragging, while he was edvisor to a :
Chinese Comruniat War Lord he saw countless human heads roll in the dust and
therefore thinks rothing of violent deeth, For me to botanlze unarmed along |
|
|

So long as Cspt. Yric deBleschop 1& footloose in Tehiti, I would considar ]{

pome jungle trail in Tehiti with dePisschop or cronies loose would be quite
OusSe

~ You state that you have no Imowledge that I *have attempted personal negoti-
etion or settlement, or taken legal process to assert your claims,"

ding the 5500 more or less, l.0«U., owing me (and others whom I repre

sent simplify matters), Ingman & Ingmon sbout two years ago tried to eollect
it for me, he to get one-third of it on the contingency basis. (By the way,
the Ceran-Archer-lirs, Hobim on group of Fawaii have also engaged the
to collect a similar I.0.U debt from deBisschop - whether it i=s deBisschop
alone or teohnically also hig wife and mother-in-law I hve forgotten). Heed-
ing some attorney in Tahiti to help him, Ingman unfortunately piclked Hoppen-
atedt (who I now learm from your cnolosure “is reported not to possess a legal
diploma,"). Yoppenstedi got /100 cash retainer from me vie Ingman (ecntributed
‘by several of us cveditors) to translate, so Hovpemstedt seid, the iuerican
contracts and documnents and Court proceecdings inito ¥rench so he sould betier
use them in s Fremch Court to vin our cmses Then six months or so later Hop-

tedt flecced us of another 150 for some exeuse or other that seemed rezason-.
able to us. Thereafter he ignored both Ingman's letters and my letters to him |
for progress reports. When I suspected he was swindling ue, with Ingman®s o.key|
1 gave lr, Usecar Nordmen suthorlty to eall for mll the legzl peperz Ingman
had sent Hoppenstedt a year or more ago snd the translations for which we had |
paids Hudeanntadt first refused to relinguish the papere to Nordmen. Then lo~ |
ter he did so & I hope he kept none bask but don't Xnows = but could produce
no translation! Nordman then telegraphed me that Yoppemstedt never mmde any
translations, This must have been about llarch 1952, Hoppenstedt mist hare ree
geived his pay sbout a yesr before that, Should we nesed to Xnow, the caneeled
cheque in Ingman's files in Honmolulu would give the deate, Ve stiareholders Fedt
felt swindled - besides myself there are Peiler, Ordonesz, English & lalayo.

Then I thought I might just as well botenize in the South Seas and see
what I gould do sbout the IHoppenstedt debt swindle at the same time in Tahiti.
I asked for vieas, You may remembeyr that I was granted ons for = vhole year
Tor Mew Caledoni wher= I own no asset, but liareh 1 1 was denied a vioa to vie=
it Tahitd where I and friends own assets! Purthermore this attempt to sabotage
my seeing sbout the eollection of the (¥500 i= supposed to stem from the Gov-
ernor, And please ramembher it wns ahout 5 years before that debisschop fraude
" ulently registersd the Cheng Ho under the French flsg as his ovm property in
the (8fTice of the Gowrnor of Tahiti," Mo wonder we got suspicious and lost
faith in our ability to get falir treatment in Court in Tahiti. Hence I started
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fighting in earnest and pelieve mow, thanks to the faimmesa of the Députds |

" merély be wvhitewashed,

.all other ncoessaries thereunto appertaining and belonging on board sznd free
- COheng Ho lawsuits ceused Ly deBigschon's trickery and waste. I don't see vhy I
- yeally should engage an attorney to fight for me to force honoring of ny opti
‘eontingency basls would want one-third and as the Cheng No is worth §60,000, I |

‘would be squendering $20,000, You ecennot imagine how mmuch cash I hiave lost.

. 4o 811 of uss We never got this cash. Ve spent it in riotous living., So, for |
bill from them was +50 = snd then paddling my own c=moe zgain. Anyway, I 'dnn’t%i
‘en things outs

. granted by telegram of June 13 a ? months visa for Tahitl, Of course by that

of the Aspeamblde Nati e to whom I complained, Tahiti won't dare as brazenm
& swindle as before.

So regarding the smeller debts I tried sgein with what I thought expert \
legal talent, There 1s a lip, lereiel Lejeune, in Tditi who, msceording to Os-
gar lovdman, is a reliable man, (i =m now upset that he is not 12 ntioned on
your 1ist of sttorneysiliil) Yot knowing conditioms, I took Fordman's word for
it, L recently gave H, Lejsune my “bon pour pouvolr” to collect the J150 that
I feol Hoppenstedt phould return for work unaccomplished. I also gave Lejeune
euthority to colleet the $5500 I.0.U., debt on condilion, howeverythal Inguan
& Ingman get onesthird ms originally agreed upon a couple of years back and
that Lejeune get 10/%. Lejedne has not yst replied. R ' _
. ] 1

DePisschop is an intimste friend of Raoul Bertrand who, it is an open secret

has bheen sppointed over the protest of the IFrench Ambassador in Vashington,.

¢ you pedy regarding devis of ecash, I have had plenty of atjorneys. The Ing-
mane, I and the other American creditors feal we would not have g chamoe in a
T_am.ii Court, Sy going to Court, by hook or ecrook deBisachop's triclkery would

*‘ki‘l***G*{!i*i*%i‘!‘***ﬁ-**i‘f‘**-ﬂﬂ'}:***‘h****i

Hegarding the option to buy back, the Cherg o Tor {15,000 "together with '
her engines, m=chinery, masts, boats, snchors, cables, tackle, furniture and

of all liens, claime, taxes and incumbrances of amy nature whatsoever.® I had
one of the Ingisn brothers drew it up for me July 7, 1947, He handled all my 4

gontract when it is so easily understood by amy lay men. An atiorney on the

Even though 1 won every lawsuit, these successes were financially Just Eyrrhie
Viotories with lawers etCesetc., eating up mch of the cash income, And we |
never sued for the entire mmount end lost cash by sgreeing to settlements. |
Then also; it was deBisschop who sold the cargo of the Cheng Ho which belonged

seonomy, I have no attorney offieially to fight for me yet, But, I freqently
ask the Inguens Tor Jogal advice, paying them right away for it - my last '

see Wiy I need a-fulletims attorney when the swindle in Tahiti is so obvious
that I need merely compiain to the Deputes in Paris to investigata and straight|

Thanks to dezens of individuals, probsbly you among them, I have been

time I had already left Hawaii to seek help in Vashingtom I sincerely thanked
Govermor Petitbon (who is semething of an innogent bystander) for vindieating
my good mame. But meturally it is in Vashington end Paris that I mst stay

o fight, mot in isolated Tahiti where any letters of eomplaint by me to I
Washington or Paris might be censored or destroyved. :

Then I recelved a letter from Nordman, enclosing “Le Soussigne® end a lettey
from Maoreiel Lejeunes I anclose gopies for you. I had the latter two lettlers
photostatied weeks ago, mailing the set to the Amerlecan Ambassedor in Paris.

I also got in touch with Mr, Tellman mbout them, of the French Desk in the

State Department.
By trying to foroe me to sign "Le Soussigne®, the conspirators can Just
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1.3311“.‘ thef't of the vessel and even mele dafisschor ovmer of 514 of :
the shares the new compeny, not to mention giving him conirveling interest |
in tho coupeny end disposition of the V15,000 option cashe 3

To the Irench Ambasssdor in Vashington I protested placing $16 000 ecash ‘
the Bank of Inde Chins, = country at Civil Wer, To show oy ;ﬁo:{ r;ith regur&-ln
%n&?t“hhangh up amth(’:ngption. ]I1 :en't him a.ire;eipj& ghowing thet since lay S

e e of eash in & bank in Vew York Ci - da

Beqvsint Gove rmor Petitbon of this faot, o aiig ket iy

For months I end Kordmsn have zent the Compsny and deBisschop notice
both French anc English of wy wish to take up the option, And sg that n: -
protest regarding & tes could be made, I repeated such annowncements atier
July 7, Nordman sent me e receipt, from an snovncement he sent as my agent, th
deByy hnd received ite

Fleage notiee that the Covernor "allows" me = s right I alwvays owned anyway,
» to buy beck the Cheng To "without incumbrances" as my contract reads, and
then ignores hie statement Ly trying to coerce me into signing "Le Soussigne®
which overvhelme me with incumbrances such sas

1, Hegistration under French flag, robbing me of 51 of my property,

2. Loss of control of veesel, being now a minority stoejholder.

Ze Unjust payment of 110,000 to Gallois, the frivy Counsillor, vho dFigine

ally had to pay this repeir bill - not deB - becouse Gallois wes considere

ed to be responsible for the duamage.

1 exp lained all this by letter June 26 to the French Ambassador in Vanhe
ington, It is my belief he eontacted Cowe rnor Petitbon and tim+ the lotter
induced Mordmean to send me the folloving telegram July 12 ,

"Stop fighting and arguing have sued ohengho trading compamy twentythous
dollars have arranged with lejeune that you dont heve to send money stop ig-
nore gallois elains miop in order for you to reposses vessel you mst sig
contract and send on rightawsy and you and me to adiust mntiter later letter
following. (S1gned)fiordmen ¥

From the Assemblde Vationale I hear that = Ddput8 is on his way to Tahiti.
Just because a small eligue in Tghitl sare modern pirastes dses not mean that |
the Trench as e whole condone such action. My "instinet" thot =y acqualnting
the French public of the Tahiti swindle will bring redress, is working out. {

Of course, it is sbsolutely silly teo sign 2 eontract and later zdjust
matterps Six moniths ago = at least while I was still in the Yavaiian Islandsy
I ssked Yordmen to mail me a business contrzet so I could discuss it with
him, There was no execuse for him not having done so except the unfair ex-
cuse or rather reasom that he preferred to get me at o disadvantsge. Bui this
1it tinge of lack of convidence by me in ilr. Nordmsn is to be held strictly|
gonfidentiel - people cammot be perfeect,

Silncerely,
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- SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

CABLE ADDRESS

I OCEANIC MAISON NORDMAN OCEANIC
e FOURNISSEUR - SHIPCHANDLER S
FROVISIONS POUR MAVIRES SHIP'S SUPPLIES
1 I ’ PAPEETE - TAHITI a
AGENT

HEHES KE SAVIGATION AGENT IN TAHITI FOR PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY

Telegramme recu de M.de Bisschop de Rurutu le 18 Juillet 1952
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July 19, 1952

M, Sakae Takahashi

Treasurer, Territory of Hawali
Territorlal Orffice Bullding
Honolulu, Ts Hs

Re: Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Co., Lbd.

Dear S8irg

Reference is made to my letters of September 23, 1950 and
August 17, 1951.

Actions ars still pending in Tahitl against the Cheng Ho
Trading and Exploring Company, Limited end it is expected
that they will be concluded in the near future. Judgments
totaling in excess of $7000.00 have been entered agalnst
the Ho Trading and Exploring Company, Limited in the
Territorial courts and forwarded to Tahiti for the purpose
of :I.av;ing upon the only asset of the corporation, the Junlk
Yacht Ohsng Ho". A mumber of complications have arisen
due to the differences In language, legal procedures, eto.,
but as I stated above 1t is expected that everything will
be cleared up shortly.

The dissolution of the corporation at this time would, of
eourse, complicate the situation rather than simplify it
80 I urge that no action be taken at this time. I you
desire further detalls, I shall be happy to call at your
offloe and discuss the matter with you. g

Very truly yours,

David N. Ingman
DNI:gy
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LE SECRETAIRE DETAT REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE
M._Ir. § - =
AFFAIRES ECONOMIQUES

41, Quai Brenly pamis, i Jul, 18th. 5
PARIS (ViiY)

M5/

Dear &ir,
I read your letter with a
great interest.
I will forward you the anawer
of my collegue, Mr. Robert Schuman,
Minister for Foreisn Affairs, as
I soon as I have received it.

Yours truly,

Tony Révillon

Mr. Otto Degzener
| 24 East BZnd Steet
| NEW-YORK  (USA.)
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July 21, 1952

; Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Co., Ltd.
158 Dowsett Avenue
Honolulu, T. H.

Gentlemen:

On behalf of Otto Degener I hereby notify wvou
that Mr, Degener has exercised the option to
repurchase the Junk Yacht "Cheng Ho" pursuant
to the terms of Agreement dated July .7, 1947
between Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Co., Ltd.
and Otto Degener.

Very truly yours,

David N. Ingman

DNI:gy
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Pardevant Maitre Rodrigue Bertol, Awoeat, ayent prote
serment devant la Cour d'Appel de Remmes; le 11 Aout 1917
ot devent la Cour Supreme de New York, le 11 Avril 1922,
Hotaire Publie, et en son etude sise a lNew York, No,169
Broadway,

A comparu:
Hensieur le Docteur Otto DECENFR, Botaniste, demeurant a
Molmleia Beach, Waialua, m Territoire d'llavaii, Le
eomparent ne a Orange, Btat deo Yew Jersey, Etats-Uris d'Amed
rique, le 13 Mal 1899, otont de nationalite americaine.

Le comparant ayant
prealablement expose que le navire a moteur Cheng-lo, est
actuellement sous le pavillon frangais, mais gue cette
francisation ayant ete accordee par suite de frawde d'un
precedent capiiaine, 11 se reserve, neis & la condition
que cete stipulation n'ennule pas les prosentes, do faire
annuler la dite fremeisation, ulteriourement,

Le comparant se resorve susal lo feeulse d'hablter
et de voysger sur le dit vapour,

Lo comparant a par ces presentes constitue pour son
mendeatalre special

A qui 11 domne pouvoir de pour lui et on son noms

Constituer entre le soussisme et Monslecur Ogear
HORDMAN, Wegoecient, demeurant a Papeete, ot tous autres
qu'il y eura lieu, une socicte a responsabilite limitoe,
ou de toute autre forme admise per les lois frangaisges,
devent avoir gon siege 2 Papeete (Tehiti), ot pour objot:

Ny T
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de tous bateaux de mer,

Lever au nom du soussigne ou de toutes personnes
ou societes que le mandateire avisera, 1l'option qui lul
2 ete confevres par la Societe CHENG HO TRADING AYD EXPLORING
COMPANY LIMITED, sulvant contrat intervenu entre ladite
Soclete et lo comparant le gopt Tuillet mil neuf cent qua=
rante-sept, et aux termes duquel il = ete concede au come
parant la facnlte d'acquerir de ladite Soclete le navire
CHENG=H0, aux termes et condifions prevus per le contrat,

Taire llapport a la Soclete a econastituer du benefied
de 1'option sus-enoncee, oun du batesu faisant 1tobjet de
cette option,

Faire cet apport pur et simple, moyernant 1'attrie
bution de parts ou dtactions on en falre 1ltapport-vente,
en recoveir le prix, en donner quittonce,

Asslster a toutos assemblees et reunions d'sction-
naires ou de membres de la Societe a constituer,

Prendre pert a toutes deliberations; convenir de

tons arrangements; concourir a la nomination de $ous gerantis,

administrateurs et liquidateurs,

Agcepter au nom du comparant, toute fonetion electivee
qui lul serait recomnue par les actiomneires ou associes
de 1z Soeciete & former,

En cas de difficulies gqueleconques, peraitre, tant
en demandant qu'en defendant devant toutes juridictions
competiontes; exercer toutes actions, sc coneilier; transte
ger en fout etat de cause, nommer tous erbitres ot tiers
arbltres; s'en rapporter a lours deeisions on les contestors

los faire exceuter par toutes les voles et movens de drolt:
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Aux effets ci-dessus, passer et signer tous actes;
elire domicile; dommer tous pouvoirsy substituer wne ou
plusieurs persomnes dans tout ou partie des presents pou-
voirs, avee faculte pour les mandataires substitues de
faire oux-memes toutes substitutions, revocuer tous mendats
ot substitutions, ot genoralement falre tout ce que le
mendataire jugera utile et necesseire,

Falt et passe a Few York,

L'an =il neuf cent einguante deux

Bt le vingt-trols Juillet

Bt apres lecturs, le comparant a signe avee le
liotaire,

e
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Cory 24 East 82 St.,
New York, N.Y.
July 27, 1952

Dear Dave:

You use such nice paper that I just can't resist answering
¥you on it. Also, I must economize.

Do please rent the place under the same conditions, but please
remember that the Freedmans are to replace two series of wooden
shelves I had in the "fernery" which cost me somethihg like $75.
to put in just before they came. I let them remove them on condltion
they would put them back.

They have my antique family music box clock which is to go into
the prear cottage. They have the key to the cottage, which they should
leave with you. The clock has been in the family for generations and
I prize it much

There is no use leasing the place for more than 2 years. A lease
binds me but never the tenant who can break it by becoming a nulsance.

I hope you will rent the place to a famlly agreeable to the
nelghbors.

I fly to Ireland Aug. 12. Write me to my New York address, and
letters will be forwarded to whersver I am.

Did I write you that I hed a French attorney, Maltre Rodrigue
Bertol, write out a new "Le Soussigne" contract for Tahiti? If they
don't want to accept, I shall continue to press my claim for $60,000
damages--1 think they will acquiesce.

Should I ask the Mokuleia tenants to send you their rent also?

i Aloha,

/s/ OTTO

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




24 Esst 82 Bi.,

L 'f&uu@ olea %‘j"“‘;{ New York, N Te

3 e : July 26, 19562,
CPMW ‘ i“LMC_-__ = M,

lionsieur:

Je pris la libertd le cingue Juillet vous esrire a' 1' bgerd des 1'
effaire Cheng Ilo% renformant une copie du document "Le Soussigne." Ce doou=
‘ment de confiscation j'etais signer & le mepmace que mutrement je n'aurale
pas permitter employer mon option, entidrement judiciaire, recouvrer mon
:a_t::n. Corme cet effort est cleirement injuste, je ne le fais pes at=

ention.

Parceque une petite clique francaise essayer de me duper, e¢e n'est pas que
je perd mo confisnee sux hommes de France ou de la lation. <our esppuyer sur
cette attitude, je demand du Chambre du Commerce Francais en liew York pour
une liste des avooats froneais et choisie lirnitre Rodrigue Bertol prendre ma
cause. Loitre Bertol m'"evoir dit de se garder de signer “Le Souuigno“ de
Tehiti. I1, & sa place, &orit le dooumeni su~dessous et celuieol j'ai signer
pour Tehiti. L'mcceptation labas, je pens, terminerait 1'affasire Cheng Ho.

J'ecris une lettre comme ea au Departement d'Etat au Weshington aussi.

"Pardevant ilei tre Hodrigue Bertol, Avoecat, aymnt prete serment devant la
Cour d'Appel de Hemnes, le 11 Aout 1917 et devant le Cour Supreme de MNew
Yggki J.omil;l Avril 1922, Notaire Publie, et en son etude eiseim Hew York, No.
1 Toadwayy

A comperu! Momsieur le Docteur Otto Degener, Botaniste, demeurant s lioku-
leie Seach, Weicluas, Oku, Territoire d'Hawaii. Le comperant ne a Orange, Btat
de New Jerpey, Ztats-Unis d'Amerique, le 13 iiai 1899, etant de nationalite .
smericaine, * .

Le somperant ayent prealablement expose que le navire a moteur Chemg Hoy:
est sctuellement sous le pavillon francais, mais que cette francisetion ay=
ent ete accordee par suite de fraude d'un precedent cepiteine, i1 se reserve,
melis a la condition que cette stipulation n'anmile pas les presentes, de
faire smrmler la dite frazncisation, ulterisurement.

Le comparant se reserve sussl la faculte d'habiter et de voyager sur le
dit vepeur.

Le comperant a par ces presentes conztitue pour son mandataire special

- o e e o e e o e e e e e o o

A qui il dorme pouvoir de pour lui et en =on nom:

Conetituer entre le soussipgne et lonsleur Oscar Nerdman, Negociant, dee
meurant a Papeete, et tous autres qu'il y aura lieu, une societe a response-
bility limitee, ou de toute autre forme admise par les lois francalses, de-
vant avoir son siege a Papeete (Tehiti), et pour objet: !

L'exploitation du bateau a moteur Cheng Ho ayant son port d'altache a
Papeete, et plus generalement la construction, la reparatiom, l'affretement
et 1l'exploitation de tous batesu de mer,

Lever zu nom du soussigne ou de toutes personnes ou societes que le mane
dataire avisera, 1l'option qui lui e ete conferee pur la Boeiete Cheng Ho *
Trading and Exploring Compeny Limited, suivant conirat intervemu entre -
ladite Soclete et le comparant le sept Juillet mil neuf cent quarante-sept,
et sux termes duquel il & ete concede au comparsnt la faculte d'acquerir de
lndlt.tsooieta le navire Cheng Ho, aux termes ct conditions prevus par le
contrat.

Faire 1l'apport a la Soclete a constituer du berafice de 1l'option sus-
enoncee, ou du bateau faisant 1'objet de cetie option.




Faire cot apport pur et simple, moyennant 1'attribution de parts ou
d'sctions oa en faire l'apport-vente, en recevolr le prix, eam donner quite

tance
An;!.ater & toutes mesemblees et reunions d'amctiomnaires ou de membres

de 1a Soéiete a sonstituer, '

Pruondre part a toutes delibverationsy convenir de tous arrangemenis, ocone
eourir & la nomination de tous gerants, adminisirateurs et liguidateurs,

Accepter au nom du comparant, toute fonction elective qui lul serait re.
comnue par les actionnaires ou pssocies de la Soclete a former. .

En cas de difficultes quelconques, paraitre, tent en demendsnt qu'en de~
fendent devent toutes juridictions competentes; exercer toutes actions, se.
goncilier; transiger en tout etat de cauee, noumer tous arbviires et tiers .
arbitresy s'en rapoorter a leure deeisions ou les contester; obtenir toutem
decisions judiciaires ou administrativesj les falre executer toutes les
voies et moyens de droity acquiescer a tous jugements et arreis; intervenip
dans toutes lustances. P

Aux effets ci-dessus, passer et signer tous agies; elire domicilej donnepr |
tous pouvoirs; substitner une ou plusieurs persomies dens tout ol partie des |
presents pouvoirs, svee Taculte pour les mandateires substituse de faire |

. emes toutes substliiutions, revoquer tous mendats et subsiitutions, et
generalement faire tout ce que le mendataire jugera utile et necessaire.

Zﬁ: ‘et pesse e New York,

mil nouf cent cinquante deux

Et le vingt-trois Juillet

Gt spres lecture, le comparant a signe avec le Notaire,

(signed) Dr, Otto Degener®

. Veuillez agreer, lonsieur, 1l'sssursnce de mes sentims ntes ires devouss,

Hunt |
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24 East 82 Stn'
New York ’ Ne Y&
July 25, 1952,

Dear kr. Tallmani

I received a letter from Consul Hewring #f Noumea, via Vache
ington (so I hope you read it first) chiding me guardedly for not making
use of an attorney. I do use the advice of attorneys Ingman & Ingman,
Young Bullding, Homolulu, but after getting their remsction and paying the
fee, I cut loose and paddle my own cance again. I feel I have the fine ramie
fying points of the case at my finger tips better than any one else. Also,
the Hoppenstedt experience lowered my confidence.a bit in members of the bar,

+ Because conditions were in a state of flux - I awalting a letter of advige
from the Ingmsns and a letter from lordmsn - I did not report to you before
now the following telegram received by me from Tahiti July 12 ALl 1 203

"Stop fighting and arguing have sued Chengho Trading Compeny twentythousand |
dollars have arranged with Lejeune that you dont have to send money stop ig-
nore Gallois elaims stop in order for you to reposses vessel you mst sign
econtract and send on rightaway and you and me to mdjust matter later letter
following. (eigned) Hordman¥

I sent a copy of the documenit headed "Le Coussigne" to lawyer Ingmen in
Honolulu, who lukewarmly advised me to sigm it. I considered his advice
wrong, and did not do so. In an attempt to be perfectly feir to the ¥remch,
I inguired of the N.Y.,French Chamber of Commerce for a list of French law=

ers practicing in New York. At random I selected lr. Rodrique Bertel,
-(Room 1025) 165 Broadway, N.Y. City. I went to him with my problem. He was
much oppored to my being stampeded into eigning "Le Souseigne" end inegtead
made out a French document as substitute, which I here copy:

“Pardevant liaitre Rodrigue Bertol, Avocat, ayant prete serment devant la Cour
d'Appel de Renmes, le 11 Aout 1917 et devart ls Cour Supreme de New York, le
11 Avril 19022, Notaire Publie, et en son stude sise a New York, No. 165 Broad-
ways
A comparut lonsieur le Docteur Otto Degener, Botaniste, demeurant a ioku=-
leia Zeach, Vaialue, Oszhu, Territoire d'Hawaii. Le comparent ne a Orange,
Etat de New Jersey, Btate-Unis d(Amerique, le 13 iai 1899, etant de national-
ite smericaine,

Le comparant ayant prealablenent expose que le navire a moteur Cheng-Ho,
ept actuellement sous le pavillon franceis, mais que sette ffsncisation
gyant ete accordee par suite de fraude d'un precedent capitaine, il se reserve
s mais a ia condition que cette stipulation n'anmule pas les présentes, de
fairs anmuler la dite francisation, ulteriourement.

Le comparant se reserve aussi la faculte d'habiter et de voyager sur le
dit vapeur,

Le gomparant a par ces presentes constitue pour son mandataire special

A qui il donne pouvoir de pour lui et en son nomsg

Constituer entre le soussigne et lionsieur Oscar Nordman, Negoociant, de-
meurant a Papeete, et tous sutres qu'il y sura lieu, une societe a responsa=-
bilite limitee, ou de toute autre forme admise par les lois franc-ises, de-
vant avoir son siege a Papeete (Tahiti), et pour objets

L'exploitation du batesu a moteur Cheng Ho ayant so port d'attache a Pa-
peete, et plus generalement la couns truction, la reperation,- l'affretement
et 1'exploitation de tous bateaux de mer, .

Lever au nom du soussigne ou de toutes personnes ou societes que le mandats



2
ftaive avisera, 1'option qui lui a ete conferee par la Soclete Cheng io
Trading end Exploring Company limited, suivant contrat intervemu entre
ladite Societe et le comparant le sept Juillet mil neuf cent quarante-sept,
et aux termes duquel il a ete concede au comparant la faculte d'acquerir de
laﬁtt:tSoclote le navire Chemg Ho, esux termes et conditions prevus par le
contrat.

Faire 1'apport a la Societe a constituer du benefice de 1l'option sus-e-
noncee, ou du bateau faisant 1l'objet de cette option,.

¥d re cet epport pur et simple, moyennant 1'attribution de parts ou d{ac-
tione ou en faire 1'apport-vente, en recevoir le prix, en donner quittance.

: Agsister a toutes aesemblece et reunions d'actionnaires ou de membres de
la Sceiete a constituer.

Prendre part a toutes deliverationej coanvenir de tous arrangements; cone
courir a la nomination de.tous gerants, administrateurs et liguidateurs. |

Accepter su nom du comparant, toute fonetion elective qui lui sersit recon=
nue par les actiommeires ou meeocies de la Soclete a former.

En cas de diffiocultes gqueleonques, paraitre, tant en demandant qu'en de=
fendant devant toutes juridictions competentesj exercer toutes sctions, se
conelliery transiger en tout etat de cause, nommer tous arbitres et tiers
arbitres; s'en rapporter 2 leurs decisions ou les contesterj obtenir toutes
decisions judiciaires ou administratives; les faire executer par toutes les
voles et moyens de droitj,acqhiescer a toue jugements et arrets; intervenir
dans toutes instances,

Aux effects ei-dessus, passer el signer tous actesy elire domicile; don-
ner tous pouvoirsjy substituer une ou plusieurs persomnes dans tout ou partie
des presents pouvoirs, avec faculte piur les mandataires substitues de
faire eux-memes toutes substitutions, revogquer tous mandats et substitutions,
et generalent faire tout ce que le mendataire jugera utile et necessaire.

|
Fait et passe a New York |
L'an mil neuf cent cinquante deux |
Et le vingte-trois Juillet
it apres lecture, le comparant a signe avex le Notaire,

(Signed by me) ;

lirs Bertol is dend set sgainst Nordman (who did spend two years in jail in
his youth for sttempting to steal a boat) owning 517 of $he shares of the
new compeny. So he is teldng a few of the "Nordmen shares" and turning them
over to snother French cltizen (thus complying with the regulation that £
French citizens own 51% of a comperny under the French flag) and having tht
citizen give me Power of Attorney for ever to vote these shares as I see fit,
Formerly, before getting into the hands of these modern Tahitiran pirates, I
never would have tolerated such & border-line ethical practice.

lordman wrote me - and Mr. Zertol hee his, Haring's smd other pertinent
letters, so I cannot quote precisely - that deBisschop is now subject to ar- |
rest and that the Government in Tehitl admits deDisschop's registration was !
frandulent. Detween you and meeand the gatepost, I bet they always new and con-
doned it but now that protests are becoming vehement, they are throwing thelr |
old cromy to the wolves. |

lir. Haring luckily appended a list of Tehiti attorneys. In this list is .
mentioned Ho stedt (who cheated us out of a fee of y150) as lacking & re-
gular lawyer's diploma though he has been practicing law for 25 years in Ta= |
hiti. Lejeune, whom Nordman selected to do the legal work in Tahiti for me,
is not listed at =ll! Mr. Bertol, consequently engsged - with a $25 retainer
fee from me - one of Mr, Her ing's listed Papeete attormeys vho attended the
pame law school as Bertol, I have forgotten his name but if you want it I can ¢



of course get it for you. Anyway, naturally I welcomeamyyletters you write ,
to lir, Bertol or any questions you wieh to ask him, whether they are to be ,
held gonfidential from me or not. This Tahiti attorney of Bertol's choice I
gete the above French contract to handle for me now in Tshiti.
I am flying for Irédlend Aug. 12, to tour the island for a week, Thereafter i
I hope to botanize with the Swedish botenist Olof Selling in Lappland for &
weelk before flying to Paris. If the Tshitimns refuse to accept Bertol's con- |
tract instead of the drastic "Le Soussigne," I shall continue my fight for the
Cheng Ho in Paris. I sm tentatively being booked for passage on a Lessageriss
Maritimes boat from lMarseille YNov. 10 for Colombo, Ceylon, where there is a
famous botanicnl garden. I msy stay there a month. Then I want to collest the
glant jackein-the-pulpit, Ammorphophallus tetenum, with & "flower" 6 ft.
tall in Sumatra for the N.Y.Botaniecal Garden. From there, if a tiger does not
get mey, I would go I guess via Noumea to Papeete, if 2ll goes well, to Be
how "xy" new trading company progresses, 1f deBisschop is gone and his old .
eronies have forgotter him, I msy botanize, as Cle ng Houpassenger, on iso-
ht:g Pacifie Iglands, with hopes no one throws me overboerd some dark night
to the sharks. :

I do think the Cheng Ho fiesco is drawing to a cluse but plemse don't

abandon me and the ship until we are sure of that fact. Any letter mailed
to my New York address will be forwarded to my new sddrese wherever I happen

to be.

Aloha,

Hunt In¢ f
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Pardevent linitre Rodrigue Bertol, Avocat, syant prete serment devent la !
Cour d'Appel de Rennes, le 11 Aout 1917 et devant la Cour Bupreme de Wew
York, le 11 Avril 1922, Notaire Public, et en son etude eiee a Wew York,

Yo, 165 Droadwey.

A comperu: Monsleur le Docteur Oito Degener, Botaniste, demeurant a Lo~
Juleia Beach, Waialua, Ommu, Terrltoire d'"Heawaii. Le comparani ne a Orange,
Etat de New Jersey, Etate-Unig d'Amerique, le 13 kini 1899, etmmt de nation-
slite americaine.

Te comparant syant prealablement expose que le navire a moteur Cheng Ho,
est sctuellement sous le pavillon francake, mais que cette francisation
syent ete sccordee par suite de fraude d'un precedent capitaine, 1l & reser-
ve, mais a la condition gue ocette stipulation n'annulée pess lee presentes, 1
de feire snnuler la dite francisation, ulterieurement. B

Le comparent se réserve ausei la faculte d'hebiter et de voyager sur le
dit wvapeur.

Le comparant a par ces présentes constitue pour son mandataire special

A qui i1 donne pouvoir de pour lui et en son nom: '

Constituer entre le esouseigne et lionsieur Oscer Vordman, Negociant, de-
meurent a Pepeete, et tous mutres qu'il y aura lieu, une scciete A responsa~
vilite limitee, ou de toute autre forme admise par lee lois francehizes, de-~
vent avoir son siege s Papeete (Tahiti), et pour objet:

L'exploitation du betesu a moteur Cheng Fo ayent son port d'attache a
Fapeete, et plue generalement la construction, la reparation, 1'affretement
et 1'exploitetion de tous bateaux de mer, '

Tever su nom du sousgigne ou de toutee personnes ou socletes que le man-
dataire zvidera, 18ftion qui lui a ete conferee par la Societe Cheng Ho
Trading and Exploring Company Limited, suivant contret intervenu enire la-
dite Societe et le comparent le sept Juillet mil neuf cent quarante-sept,
et mux termee duquel i1 a ete concede au compsrant la faculte d'acquerir de 1
1nditet3nciete le navire Cheng Ho, sux termes et conditione prevus par le
conirat.

Feire 1'apport 2 la Societe & constituer du benefice de 1'option sus-
enoncee, ou du bateau faisent 1'object de cette optione

Feire cet apport pur et simple, moyerment 1'atiribution de parts ou df
actione ou en faire 1'apport-vente, sn recevoir le prix, en donner quit-
tance.

Asgieter & toutes sssemblees et reunione d'actionnaires ou de membees de
1a Societe a constituer.

Prendre pert a toutes deliterations: convenir de tous arrangements; con-
courir a la nomiration de tous gerante, administrateurs et liquidateurs,

Accepter an nom du comparant, toute fonction alective qui lui sersit re-

Fn o2 de difficultes guelconques, paraitre; tant en demandent qu'en de-
fendant devent toutes juridictions competentes; exsrcer toutes sctions, ee
eoneilier; transiger en tout etat de csuse, nommer tous erbitres et tiers
erbitree; e'en rapporter s leurs decisions judicieires on administratives;
l1ee faire executer par toutes les voies et moyens de droit; acquisseer a tona
Iugements of arretp; intervenir dans toutss instaunces.

C Anx effets ci-dessus, passer et slgner toua actes; glire domicile; don-
ger toup pouvoirs; substituer une ou plusieurs personnes dans tout ou

:g p&! bie dea _]JI BEBI‘I'I‘-B pﬁuv ﬁi,r!’ avec faculte pour 135 ‘mda taires Bubﬂ ti Lues
: butia'ﬂﬁ rev Oquar tous mﬂndﬂbs Bt suos ti=
da faire GM‘EEEES to i ten Bﬂhs ti H |

tutione, et generalenent feire tout ce que

ecesealre _ _
e *  Pait et passe & New York,
I'an mil neuf cent cinquante dsux
Z4 le vingt-trois Tuillet v gotalres
‘u : %4 apree lecture, 18 comparant a signe aver
¥ . —
'!"*_a'- "4 L \-‘ e

Elﬂ.
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24 Hmst B2 Ltreel,
Hew ch'kg e Yoy UsSede
Le 29 Juillet 1952,

e

lionsleuri
Remerciements pour votre bonne lettre de 17 Juin lequelle j'ei re-

eu oo matin, Je guittal Newall pour etre pree de Washington ou Je parviens
a interesger quelques fonotlonnaires des Htats Unis et votre Ambassadeur
dans l'affeirs (leng Ho., Je pense par votre et par leure intercecslons maine
tenant Monsieur le Couverneur de Tahiti wme donne un viea pour gettes iles

pour trois moing,

Kaintepnant aaesl je puls employer mon option, entierement judiciaire,
scheter le baiszau Cheng Ho sl d'gbord je signe le document de confiscation
gui j'appele "Le Boussigne" au-dessous.

d—{l A~
Aussi, curieusement, d'gbord les fonctiomnaires de=Ye Gouvernement de Ta=

niti me permis d'acheter le bateau il etait nececssalre pour moi pfyer . L
Gallois, Priv Gouve cirea $10,000 laguelle somme il perd
gomme affreteur le decembre passe naufrage. . Gallois etait evidement

dafaut parceque’il deja payait la motes Capt. Srle deBisschop ne le payait
paBe JMads maintenent pareeque moi, un Amerigain, veux regagner mon bateau
eonformement a mon econtrat de 7 Juin 1947, 11 naivement essayvait de me lui

er le 510,000 11 perdrait, employant son captation comme Conselller DPrivel
ette action Tortifiet mon argument que les fonctionnaires du Gouvernement
employent leure autorite speclelle coume fongtionnaires de la MNation pour me
depriver de mes droits. Comme cet effort est clairement injuste, je ne le
fais pes attention sm:

"IE S0USSIGHE |
Bonsleur le Doctenr Otto Degener, botaniste, demeurant a lioduleia Beach
Walalua, Oali, Terr. Faweii, Etats Unis d'Amerique, de nationalite americaine,
ne & Orange, llew Jersey, Ltats Unis d'imerigque, le 13 Mal 1899, par ces pro=-

setst
Le comparant a par ees presentes constitue pour son mandataire special

A qui i1 donne pouvolr de pour lul et en son nom:

Constituer entre le souseigne et lionpieur Uscar Nordman, legocient, de-
meurant o Fepeete, et tous autres qu'il y aura lieu, une soclete a responsma~
bilite limitee, ou de toute autre forme admise par les lols francaises, de¥
vant avolr son siege a Papeete (Tahiti), et pour objet: |

L'exploitation du bateau a moteur Bheng Ho syant son part d'attache 2 Pae
peete, et plus generalsment la construetion, la reparation, 1'affretement et
1'exploitation de tous batesu de mer,

Lever au nom du soussigne ou de toutes personnes ou societes que le mandae
taire evisers, 1'option cui lul s ete conferee par la Societe Cheng Ho and '
Ixploring Company Limited, suivant contrat intervemu entre ladite Soclete ot '
le comparant le sept Juillet mil neuf cent cuarante-sept, et aux termes du-
guel 11 2 ete concede au ocomparent la faculte d'acquerir de ladite Sooiste le ;
navire Cheng Ho, sux termes et condltions prevus par le contrat.

Faire 1l'spport a la Soeclete o constituer du benefice de l'option sus- ?
anoncae, ou du batean faissnt 1'object de cette option,

Feire cet appert pur et simple, moyennant l'attribution de parts ou d'acti
ou en faire 1'apport-vente, er recevolir le prix, en domnar quittance.

Appister & toutes assemblees et reunions d'actiommeires ou de mébres de
la Societe a constituer. |

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Prondre part a toutes deliberatlons; convenir de itous arrangemenisj cone
gourlr a la nomination de tous gerants, aduinistrateurs et liquidateurs. |

Bn oas de difficultes quelconques, paraitre, tent en demandant qu'en de=
fendont devent toutes Juridietions competentes; exerser toutes actions, se
gonelliery transiger on tout etat de cause, nommer tous erbitres et tlers
arbitres; a'en rapporter u leurs decisions ou lee contestery obtenir toutes
decinlone judiecinlres cu edministratives; les faire execwcer par toutes les
voloe ef moyems de drolt; sgnlescer a tous jugemenis et arretej Intervenir .
dans toutes instances, "

4Anx effets ci-degous, passer et signer itous actesy elire domicilej dormerx
tous pouveirs; substitner unc ou plusieurs personnes dans tout ou partis des
presents pouvoirs, avem faculte pour les mandataires subatitues ae faire
eux-manes toutes substitutions, revoguer tous mandats et suhstitutions, et
generalement faire tout ce que le mandataire jugers util et necesssire.

Feit a lew York le = = ===

Bon pruy povveir'

.

"LE SOUSSIGNE" dessus n'est pas examct parceque je n'ai pas le dooument . .
mintenent meis seulement une mesuvaise cople, Une exscte copie photoetatique
de 1'originale est en Furls chez Ambasssadeur Americain et une auire en Weshe
inton cheg Ambassadeur Francsis.

Farcegque une petlte clioue francalse par lse wechinstions du condamme
Tiriec dellcschop essayer de me duper en Tahiti, ce n'est pas que je perd ma
gonfisnce eux hommesn ordingirutde Trance ou de la Nation, (In passant, mon

re est ne T g 44 et emigre aux Ftate Unies eiroa 18683 et ma
::eere. W%&'ﬁ@‘sgﬁ d-pere @tsit FeL.CoMenneberg (1748-1812), le Prefot
de Vestphelis du Fol Jerome Bonaparte). Pour appuyer sur cette attitude 4s o,
vonte (J'si omis comme ¥, Wordman en Tghiti), Jje demand du Chambre de Com= i
merce Vrancale en New York pour une liste des avocsate frenceis, non Ameri=-
ezing, et choigis Maitre Rodrigque Bertol (¥o. 165 Broadway) prendre mz aause.
dzitre Sertol me dit de se garder de elgner "1I SOQUU3ICGHE" de Tehiti. 11, a
ga place, ecrit le document eu-dessous et celui-ol j'al signer pour ’I‘ahi%i.
L'acceptation lsbas, je pense, terminerait 1'affaire Cleng Ho,

J8ectis une lettre corme ca au lepartement d";'tl.t eu Waghington aussi,.
Msitre Bertol's Contrats

"Pardevent Liaitre Rodrigue Dertol, Avocet, ayant prete sere= nt devant la
Gour d'Asapel de Rennes, le 11 Aout 1917 et devant la Cour Supreme de ew
York, le 11 Avril 1922, Notaire Public, et en son etude sise a New York, Ho,
165 Broadway,

A comparu: llonsieur le Docteur Otto Degener, Botaniste, demeurant s Mokue= |
leis Beash, Vaialus, Oalm, Territoire d'Hawaii, Le comparant ne a Orange,
Ltet de Mew Jersey, Lbtte-Unis d'imerique, le 1Z lal 1899, etant de naticnalit
anericeine, Al

Le gompurant ayant preelsblement expose que le navire o moteur Cheng o,
est zctuellement sous le pavillor francails, mals que cette francisation ayant
ete avcordee par suite de fraude d'un precedent cepltaine, il se reserve,
meies a la condition que cette stipulation n'enmmle pas les presentes, de fair
ennuler la dite francisation, ulterieurement,

Lz comparant ese reserve asussl lo Taculte d'habviter et de voyager sur le di+
Yapeurs

Le comparant a par cee presentes constitue pour son uwandataire special

4 qui i1 dorme pouvoir de pour lui et en son noms:

Constituer entre le soumsigne et Lonsieur Omcer Nordman, legociant, demeur
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1imitee, ou de toute sutre forme mdmise par les lolis franceises, devant avolr
so slege a Papeete (Tahiti), et pour objet: |

IL'erploitetion u batean = moteur Cheng Ho syant scn port d'attache a Pu?oq
te, et plus gemeralement la construetion, la repsration, 1'affretement et 1%
exploitation de tous bateenx de mer.

Lever pu nom du spouesipgne ou de toutee persormes ou suveleles que le mandas
teire avisera, 1'option gul lul a ete conferee par la Soclele Cheng o Trade
ing ind Uxploring Company Iimited, sulvant eontrat intervenu entre ladite
Soclete ot le commrant le sept Juillet mil reuf cent gquarante-gept, et aux
termes duguel il s ete concede au comperent la faculte d'zequerir de ladite
Societe de navire Cheng Tio, mx téarmes et condlitions prevus ?nr Je contrat,

Faire 1"apport 2 la Scelete & conetlituer du benefice de 1l'option wue=
enonceec, ou du bateau faissnt 1'objet de cette option.

Faive cel apport pur et simple, moyemnent l'attribution de parts ou d'age
tione ou en feire 1l'apport-vente, en recevoir le prix, en donmer guittance,

Aspister & toutes mosemblees et reuniong d'amctionnaires ou de membres de .
18 Societe a constituer.

Frepdre pert & toules deliberstions; convenir de yous arrangements; concoye
rir 2 le romination de toud gerpnte, adminletrateurs et liquidateurs.

Aceepter au nom ¢éu comperant, toute fonetion elective qui 1lui serait ree n‘l

3
ant & Papeete, ot tous autres qu'il y surs lieu, une suvcivite a respousabllite i
i

’
4

conmue par les actiommaires ou assocles de la Sociele a former. .

En cas de difficultes guelecongues, paraitre, tant en demsndant qu'en defen
dant devent toutes juridietions competentesj exercer toutes actions, se con- .
eilier; transiger en tcut etat de cause, nommer tous arbitres et tiers ar-
vitree; e'en vapporter a leurs decisions ou leos contasterj obtenir toutes deet
pions judicisires ou adminigtratives; les faire executer par toutes les voles
et moyens de drolt; geoquiescer a tous jugemenits et arrets; interwenir dans
toutes instences,

Aux effets ci-dessus, passer et signer tous sctes; elire domicile; donner
tous pouvoirs; substituer une ou plusieurs personnes duns tout ou partie desg
presents pcuveirs, aves faculte pour les mandatalres sabestitunea de faire suxe
memee toutes subetitutions, revoquer tous mendsts at substitutions, et gene-
ralement faire tout ce que le msndataire jugera utile et necessaire,

Fait et passe a New York,

L'an 1mil neuf cent cinquante denx

Et le vingte-trois Juillet

Et aprzc lecture, le comparant a signe aver le Notaire,

(sigme} Oito Degener®

Veulllez sgreer, sonsieur, l'expression de mes sentiments distingues.
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CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE
A SAN FRANCISCO

740 TAYLOR STREET

TELEPHONE TUxEDD 5-0771 July 30, 1952

FPRIEAE DOF RAPPELER LE MUMERD

% MEPLYING REFER TO NUMBEAR

enc., 1 passport
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Dr. Otto Degener
2, Bast, 82nd Street
New York, New York.

Dear Dr Degener:

Pursuant to your letter dated July 24, I am
returning your passport duly visaed for a stay of three
months in Tahiti, and one year in New Caledonia,

As I informed you previously, there is no visa
required in order to visit France for apperiod not to
exceed three monthe,

I hope that your trip across the world will be
a pleasant one, and wish you full success in your
botanical research in Oceania.

Yours truly,

The Vice-C

MAX DE:T\‘[GT-?TALEMBERT-

Vick CoxsuL

B o L




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ADTHESS OFFICIAL COMMUNCATIONS TO

American Consulate,
Nouméa, New Caledonia,
July 31, 1952.

Dear Mr. Degener:

I am returning herewith enclosures Ho. 1 and 2 of your
letter of July 17, 1952. These are the letters from Winston
C. Ingman, Attorney, of May 26, 1952 stating that the French
Consul in New York City would take every action possible to
assure your obtaining a visa to Tahitl, and the letter from
H. Hoppenstedt, Avocat, Papeete, of March 11, 1952, indicat-
ing that he had turned all documents over to Oscar G. Nord-
man.

I am pleased to know that you have been granted & visa
to Tahiti for three months by an official telegram dated
June 13, Despite the tenor of your other statements which
suggest that you will not ettempt to pursue the case person-
ally in Tahiti, I wish to advise that I expect to be there on
official duty for a brief periocd commeneing September 3. To
the extent that the presence of an American Consular (fficer
might give you assurance of safety or to the extent that the
office may be of other assistance to you in guaranteeing you
the right to assert your claim for the Cheng Ho, my services
will be avatlable to you.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures:

Two letters as mentioned above.

Mr. Ctto Degener,
2/, East 82nd Street,
New York,
New York.

PEH:ej]
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* Good Ship Cheng Ho = SN TR / e g el
-~ . G or 4 & Chere /5 @ QAL_(; ‘("9!'
© 7 8Bhould the American Tax Payer Trust France with any Mof'® Loans? @ ng |
I 41 Mrs, Amne Archbold of Washington conducted her second sci— }
mﬂ.:‘ltogeﬂium into the South Seas. For this she used her palatial {
vessel, the Cheng Ho, This vessel, 98 ft, long and 24 ft, wide, was built i
of teak and eamphor woods in Hong Kong ir imitation of a famous Chinese {
junk used in the 15th Certury in the salt trade, Unlike the original junk,
this modern vessel had two 110 horse-power diesel englnes and all modern
oonvenisnces, It ias #aid to have ocost $100,000 to build. f
i
:
|

« Archbold invited as ests for the expedition a Reglstered Trained
Eur?e"andrg number of scientists, one being the American botanlst Otto
Degenery author of several books about the South Seas. Instead of visit-
ing many different islanda of the Paclific touched on by the Exoedition,
Dr, Degener concentrated for eight months on the study of Fijlan planta
and native customs, largely at his own expensa.

Degener not only discovered in Fiji many plants new to Science, inolud-
ing a new Family of Tree Buttercups now bearing his name. He also learned
from some old men, who had besn cannibals in thelr youth, ethnologlesl
facts of importance. After several years of study, he md various speci-
alists at the Smithsonian end elsewhere published the results of his re-
searches and collecting. This was gratifying to Mrs. Archbold, sponsor of
the Expedition and owner of the Cheng Ho.

War declared, Mrs. Archbold turned the Cheng Eo over to the U.S, Navy,
The vessel was used in Pearl Hearbor as a Weather Station, War ended in
1945, she was returned to Mrs, Archbold who then sold her rights in her
Deo, 3, 1948, to Br, Degener, then residing in New York. He socon proceed-
ed to ﬁonolu].u to take possession of his vessel.

Degener and a number of mssociates in Honolulu, mainly American eiti-
zens, founded the Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Company, incorporating in
July 1947 in Honolulu, U.S.A, One of these men was the persuapsive Capte
BEric deBisschop, former French Consul in Hawaii end at that time already
subject to deportation from the U.S., as =n undesireeble alien. That dee
Bisschop had a criminal record in France snd was not what he represented .
himself to be was at that time #nknown to bis associstes, Degener July 7, ‘j/_
1947, sold his vessel Cheng Ho, then appraised at $75,000, to the Com- i,
pahy for shares that he own the option to repurchase his ves- 1
sel for $15,000 Tive years later. This sontract, after deBisschop's un- of L(
savory reputation becsme known, was for the sake of safsty reglstored %
Aug, 16, 1948, by the Hcgistr¥ of Conveyances for the Territory of Hawail i
in Book 2156, pages 247-249, It expressly states: "The CHENG HO shall be
trensferred and delivered to the said 07TO DEGENER in event such option
1s exercised, together with her engines, machinery, masts, boats, anchors,
gables, tackle niture and all other necessaries thereunto appertain-
ing snd helmg{ng on board and free of all liens, claimg, taxes and in-
cumbrances of any nature whatsoever,"

The Cheng Ho for her first business trip wes loaded with & ganeral
eargo such as shoes, sugar and refrigerators, and, flylng the American
flag, was gsnt to Papeete, Tahiti, the latter part of 1947 with the
Frenchman sschop as Opatain end with a orew of gix. The Captaln was
to sell our cargo in Tahiti and, with the money realized, buy French |
goods. The Cheng Ho was to be back in Honolulu in about six weeks, in .
time for the Christmas trade. Instead of returning within six wosfm, Cep t.
deBisgohop with the Cheng Ho limped into the port of Heonolulu peaniless
and with only two tons of vanilla beans, then & drug on the market. He
had squandered the resources of the Compeny on "wine, women and song"
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& and had sven %old mgnipmeut V'le Vifebouts belowging to the vessel o pRY

off some of his many persoccl debta. The vesge! 'was reavpraeised in Honoluln
and, due to the Captain's ufsmanagement, nilfering and vandelism, waa
worth only $80,0N0, a lrss of $16,000 in eipkt monthsl

Degemar and otber injuresd stockrolders immediately hailed Ex-Consul
¢eBisgchop into Federal and Territorial Gourts, demanding an aceounting,
gament of back wages to tweo swinfiled members of the crew, ete, That de=-

igschop lost every case, and that Degener end agsociates won Pyrrhic Vie=
tories is not impertant, Whet is imporiant 1s that both Courts established

%g;ax the Frenchman had fraudulently reglstered the Cheng Ho under the
rench flag ag his own property ™in the Office of ths Governor of i
ihe vessel, as mantioneéd before, had belonged to the U.S, Mavy and was
actually American and belonged to en Americen company incorporated in How-
nolulu, Hawaii, U.B.A}

Degener, disgusted with conditions and knowing his option econtract
would enable -him to start a new company without the swindler deBlsschop
in July 1952, sold his shares. Other stockholders sold theirs or threw
them away as wotghless efter the Federal Court had Teapprai sed them from
their orgsinal par value of $100 to but one dollar. DeBigschop, leaving
R’gm_nisory notes of about $3,000 (endorsed by his Hawaiian mother-in-Iaw)

o Degener and associates, was finally allowed to sail back with the
Cheng Fo to Tahiti, a second time under threst of deportation as an un-

deslreable alien.

Nothing much happened for the next few years, not even payment of the in
terest on the $3,000 debt. DeBisschop never turned up in American waters
again with the Oﬁens Ho, apparently abandoning wife and daughter in How
nolulu, In order to collect the long delinquent debt from deBl sschop
himself, Degener's attorney in Honolulu paid the Tahiti attorney Henri
Hoppenstedt $150 to translate legal papers dealing with the suit from
English into French, and to start representing the Americans in the Pa-
peste Court., The French attorney pocksted the money, and difi not even
start translating, Degener then declded to leave Honolulu for Papeete to
a'aeage_rsmall about aollecting the debt owing him and Triends, and to
8rraige:forithe return of his Cheng Ho July 1952 according to contraet,

It is best to travel to Tahiti via New Caledonia, an interesting land.
Degener consequently wrote to the French Consul in 8an Franciseo for
vigas for New Caledonia and Tehiti, the letter also called French Qceania,
Dec. 11, 1951, he received the following reply from the Consul:

"Dear Sirtw '

ith reference to yourlletter of Nov, 28 please find snclo

4 apz\lication forms (2 per country: French Oceania’md New Caledonia) ?ege
be Iilled out in French and returned to me together with 4 photographs,
Those application forms will then be sent to the Governors for decision.
Time usually required for the wisas to be granted is about one and a half
months, Yours truly,"

Feb, 1, 1952, the Consul wrote Degener:
"Dear Bir:
I wish to inform you that your visa for New Caledonia gas been
gra%tad for one yeer,
have got yet received the Governor's decision regarding your visa ap-
plication for French Oceanis and I will 1et you know as soon as I recei:g
ite Truly yours,™

Just a month later the Consul wrote Degener:

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

b |

R S ————— e ——




3
DR s!'NI reiret to inform you that your visa for Tahitl has not been
n

our money-order = - = - - - .
granted, I am in possession of y ¥ Podly yornm®

Degener owns no
ther significant that in New Caledonia where Deg
nu]c::si:h:%war. h%nia welcome to stay an entire year., But in Tahiti
where ex-Oonsul deBisschop owes Degener and friends a debt of over $3,000
and where he reglstered Degener's former $75,000 Cheng Ho under the
French flag as his own property EE%%QL ently "in the Offlce of the Go-
Yernor of Tahitl," there the GO rafuses Degener a visal

D o Washington, complained about this outrage to his De-
1.353.:9”60::::3:, the !-lag. ll.{'. ;I:grington. to the U.S5. State Department,
and by letter to the Assemblde Nationale in Paris, Through thelr kind

intercession he then recelved a letter from the Ministere de 1la France 4‘

Outre-Mer, dated Aug, 14, 1952, which in part reads:
.' 1'h mnpeur de v 8 CcOl naitre que g

[nEbronse, Colul-ol o el BB avish de 1:
ellency, the Goverpor of Tahiti, at least sabotaged Degener's
e e a bain July, the time he wished personally to take
over his vessel according to oon;r:gt rrom.lo:;t!oasl% glegi:salﬁapb\;goa we
time had charter e vess o M. Ga F £
nl.arnn m’ b,nthg;?: g;ugn. gggggﬂ, for lucrative inter-island tr ng.

“Measwhile, while Degener was waiting for permission to vid t Tahiti, he
and his laiy;r in Hono%ulu had glven deBisschop notice of the desire to
repossess the Cheng Ho July 1952 according to contract. Osear Nordman,
shipohandler of Tahiti, then wrote Degener about Cheng Ho developmen ts,
dated Papeete, Tahiti, June 12, 1952, the following: "At a maseting held in
the office of Governor Petitbon this morning (1lth of June 1952) between
the offiocial of the French Government and deBisschop's agent, Monsieur
Gallois, the following favorable conclusions wers reached." According to
a letter from Mercel Lejsune, "Noteire," same place and date, we learn:

Kol AVO une connaigance plus complbte de sette affaire J'ai vu
pn sl an 8 ouveal 1 oA: bon gul & bien voulu ce mmtin réunir a
Babingt, en me prigence. e Che? au Bervice Ges Dusnes. 1s Chet i o

rice deg Affeires Politiques et Administratives, le Cap 'Lm_wadu Port
donsisur Gallols, actuel affreteur du bateau,” From the same ter of M.
@jeune we learn that deBisschop at the time of the metting was away in
the Austral Islands. Whether Governor Petitbon was present at thia meet-
ing of his Cabinet I do not know. We do know, however, that the Notary Le-
gme wes present when the 1.) Customs Chief, the 2,) Chief of Politlical
istrative Affaires, the 3.) Harbor Master and 4,) Goversor Petit-

bon's Privy Councilor GALLOIS (who also represented ex%COnsul deBisschop
and was echarterer of the Cheng Ho for lucrative interisland trade), unani-
mously or not I do not know, eoncocted the following confiscatory and
shameful conditions to trick Degener gragefully of the Cheng Ho after he
had prevented (through his protests to the honest officiasls in Parisg) the
d&portd end ex-Consul deBisschop from stealing his vessel by more direct
means. Please note, the Governor and his Cabinet in no yay guestion the
validity of Degener's contract because they know it to be legal. Yet here
are the shameful conditions DRAWN UP BY FRENCH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS DUR-
ING THE ABSRICE OF DEBISSCHOP on a distant {slend, Had Degener signed,

l’lfsngglod have received practically NOTHING for the very nice sum of U.S.
1] L]
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1 arnm agraed to allow the option now held by Mr.0tto
D.jﬁ:::m%stgovurchx: tt:;: vsgsal wOHEIG HO™ to be exercised on the speci-
fled date, that is, 7 July 1952, subject to the following conditl onsi

(a) in mogordance with the agreement set down in the option to buy, the
sum of U.S, $15,000 must be deposited in escrow at the Bangue de 1 Indo-
Chine, in care of Maitre Lejeune, Notary on or before 7 July 1952.

lt‘b’ Further, in keeping with the ngreement, the Cheng Ho will be turn=-
ed over to Mr, Otto Degenar, or his authorized representative, free of

TENCEs

all‘ %?0'?%: Governor will approve the formation of & compeny in which Mr.
Oscar G, Nordman, will hold 51% of the shares or interest and Mr. Otto
Degener will hold 49% of such shares or Lnterest.

= = = = = The Government recognizes the transfer to the french flag
legal and the vessel will so remain. = = = = = ="

There is no cement anywhere in the contraet that Dr, Degener was
to deposit 315,383 as guarantee of good faith in any special bank. As
Indo China was elresdy at that time in the throes of Civil War, he o=
fused to deposit this sum in the Bank of Indo Chine, but insgtead left a
deposit of twice the emount at commercial bankers in New York City, send-
ing proof of his action to the French Ambassador ir Washington. Degener
was thus fully prepared to honor his agreement, while deBisschop and his
eronies in the %rqnuh Government in Tahiti wae gullty of breach of con-
tract on several counta:

1. They retained the American vessel Cheng Ho freudulently under the
French fisg, certeinly en incumbrance to an American ecitizen.

‘2. They require Degener to form a new trading company around the Cheng
Ho, and 4o surrender 51% of the shares or interest of thls company to a
Frenohman, This not only robs Degener of more than helf the vsssel but
all control of her, This subjects him to incumbrances contrary to con-
traoct snd to confiscation of property. This particular Frenb hmen, Mr,
Nordman, by the wag, may be a very nlee person and all that BUT he spent
two years Zn jail becafize of some insurance swindle invelving the sinking
of some vesssl, Is he a good Eartnar to have with 51% of stoeck?

i 3. More and more evidence has acowmulated thst the onee valuabla Cheng
Ho has greatly deterlorated and nevar caen bs reconditioned to an

near the state reguired by contract. DaPisschop had not only damaged her
by $15,000 during the first eight months of his stewardship of the ves-
sal uias_s.lly as his property under the French flag. Singe that time he
has ripped out the teak and camphor wood cabins, sold or given away valu-
able esquipment, allowed her to run aground upon the coral reef, and neg-
lected timely dryl@ocking to prevent shipworm damege.

m In summary, this 1s not a controversy between a private citizen of the
United Btates and a private citizen of France, It is & controversy between
a private citizen of the United Stat es and a band of rapacious French
Government Offioclals in Tahiti vith a former French Consul as ringleader,
Temporerily restrained from nutright stealing the Cheng Ho, by this time
almost a derelict due to their mismansgement, pilfering snd vandali

some or all these men are hereby trying toc palm off less than half the
vessel some of them ruined (and with no control of her by Degeher as a
Frenchmen with a 2 yesr prison racord is to own 51% of the stook) on
Degerier for $15,000! As tha Cheng Ho was appraised at $75,000 when Degener
turned her over to deBiaschop end essociates, and as the option price for
her rcgoassssion was to be §15,000, Degener now demands $60,000 damages,
as of July 7, 1952, with interest, for the loss of the Ch Ho from the
French Government. Also, he and associates seek the sum of $3,000 deBis-
schop long owes them with Interest, and whose collecting has been sabot-
aged by French Offiecileals,

In answer to this eclaim for apgronmntsly $63,000 agsinst the French
Government, the "™inistere ds la France d'Outre-ler," under date of March
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13, 1953, seems to think that now that Degener has been granted a bslated
visa for Tahiti, the Cheng Ho swindle has ended so far as the French
Government 1s concerned. For example, he states:

"5 a qul ooncerne les gonfiite qui l'opposent, en Oceamule, A M, de-

0 0O

BISSCHOP ou @ d'autres persannes, pour ia nropridtd ou 1'exploltatlion de
e ngue "CHHEVG HO", la G

g Gouverneur des Ktabllssementa Francals de 1

11 des snseipnements avalent &th demandbs cette af re,
gu'il g'apigseit d'uy differend 4'ordre gommercial qul

pYalt U (L & e 18 .__uc__u._,‘-! o dea trlb ..' e 6 aeta et ailgue

in. antendu, 1'Adminl stration ne peul que rester &trangere

=] e

This is a smoke soreen, Why should I, an American, want to do business
in French waters? I don't, The French Government wants to digsown respon-
sibility for the Cheng Ho soandal. How can it do so whan svery stage of
the swindle involves - imnocently or otherwlse - French Government 0ffi-
eiels: Consuls, Governors, Cabinet Officers and Privy Councillors? Thae
eagiasat way, obviously, is to induce Degener to bring suit against the
Franchman deBisschop in Papeete Courta or "tribunaux" whose officials
know that the Mmericen mugt lose ths case so that the French Governmant
can ba "white washed" of all blame. Degener, having had bitter experience
;1211 tﬁr ‘l':h!.ti lawyer Hoppenstedt and others, does not intend to fall
nto this trap,

Degoner, an Amgrican citizen and Tax Payer, hereby protests the pay-
ment the U.S. Congress of any more funds t0 France vntil she has set-
tled the Cheng Heo claim. Moreover, he suspects that If Officisls of Ta-
hiti are permitted by the present Government in Paris to swiidle one
American, Offioisls in noighboring Indo Chine and elaswhere will have
the audaclty to swindle Amsricans in general. How muech of the American
Tax Payers' money given to France is really used for what it is given,
and how much simply feathers the neats of corruf‘t Fronch Officlals? Con-
gress should seriously review the entire situation and decide whether
somae other nation besides France is not the more deserving of U.S. =sid,
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Ln Bonne Jengue Chang o

B 1940-41 bme Anne Arohbold do Washington donduiseit #a deuxiene ox-
nedition selentifi dons 1'Ogeanie. Pour cette entreprise eolle cholelt
son batesu palatial “Cheng lio." Cette jon 6, 98 plads longues et 24
m« large, otnit construite en bols de theca ot camphrier, & loog Eong,

tant une feneuse jotgue chinolme suployde pour le sonmerces an el am
quinzioue sloele. Controire & cotte jJoncue or gloale, ee batesu modern
aveit 2 diesel-machines & 110 chaVe=viip, 0t toutes los CORVeLlences moe-
Gornes. Un @it que st construetion a coutd 100,600,

“me Archbold invite goome hotes pour cetta axpedition une garde-uslade
atrde ot un nombre de solentistes, dant 1'un etait le botenlste -
Otto Degener, suteur de plusiewrs livres sur Leweil, ju lieu Ge
viglter besucoup de dirfferentes 1les do 1'Oceanie passds pendent cotte
congentrn pendest & mols & wtud or dow plamtes

expoedition so
fa FiJl et des coutumes indigenas, surtout & ses propres frais,

Doswuum;pulcmlnn de plantes nous-
walles & 1s nolen inclusivenant une nouvells f @ uv"rn:.mttm-
R L
- MULOHEO -
ﬂltt:u g::ﬂc. 1111 attdinm-u s .:ugt'u au
Shavahos et colleotiong, Ce falt etatl pooy: oo el immt pas e
l*mginu et proprieteive au g:m H.:.“ anaa

fuand la guerre fur deolarée Mue irchbold #poei-
tion de la Marine des Etatseinis, Le batesy &Mﬂ?‘w :.#.md“
l.‘l.m"'n ‘l':tjqu:m frt rendua &
bateeu & Dr, Tosldant & oo tams & Hew York: oogeh Sy T 0°
tot partit pour U afin de prendro possesgion dncm iﬁ-ﬁf""

Vegener st a*
TRy AR T g PR '“-'%:"E....*" =
ot 1047 mu,u.s.a; Ll.."'ﬂ de eos hommesn Qtuﬂ le taine
& cos temps, -3-: A deportetion des ltlto-ﬁ-’:o-. :n':n dou&.gxg..‘.

H
g
g

Dmmmcwmmnuch Ho fut '
ment general, oomae par exsmple mouliers mq. ot rmm :lmd u.‘:non-“.-
ant le drapeau mm.xu fut anveys & Fapecte, tanitl, Guoe rs derni
oG
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de Noel, Mais au lleu de retourner en 6 semaines, capitains de-
%;s:?ﬁrggoita" dans le port de Honolulu sans aucun argent, et seulement
avec aogons de venille, & ce temps presque inutile, Il avait dispersé lqa
ressources de la compagnie pour "vin, Temmes et chansons." I1 avait meme
vendu de 1'equipement, par exemple @es cancts de sauvetage, appartenant &
la jongue, pour payer guelgues unes de ges dettes personelles, Le bateau
fut a-ppraoig de nouveau & Honolulu., Alors, en consequence du demenagement,
exploitation et vandalisme du capitaine, la jongue ng velait que $60,000,
eca veut dire: "C'etait une perte de $15,000 en 6 mois!

Degener et les autres actionnaires affligbes citerent immediatement 1!
Ex-Consul deBisschop devant des Cours Federales et Territoriales, en de~
mendant un rapport et payment des salaires arrieres pour 2 membres de 1°'
equipage trompE. Ce n'etait pas de grande importﬁnca gue Degener et ses
asgoclts gagnassent des victoirss & la Pyrrhus, Mais ce qui est important
c'est que les deux Cours affirmerent gue le Francais avait fraudul eusement
ﬁgﬁgrb ?f Chsng Ho sous le drapeau francaeis comme sa propristd "in the

th rror of Tahiti." Le bateau, comme nous 1'avons dit, etait

aﬁ effet americain et appartenait & une compagnie americaine, incorporbe
& Honolulu, Haweii, U.S.A,.}

n  Degener, degoutk de ces conditions et sachant que le contrat d'option 1s
rendra cepable & commencer une compagnie nouvelle sans le defraudeur deBls-
gschop en juillet 1952, vendit ses parts. D'autres actionoaires vendirent
les leurs ou les jeterent & part, les croyant sans valeur, apres que la

Co Faderale les avait reapprecies de leur valeur originale de parith
da?;loo & seulement UN Dollar. DeBisschop, laissant des billets d'environ
$3,000 (endossbs par sa belle-mere Hawaiionne) & Degener st ges associds,
fut enfin permis 2 retourner & Tahiti avec ls Cheng Ho, une seconde fois
avec le menace de déportation comme alien indesirable,

Pendant les années suivantes rien ne se pasgait, meme les interets
pour la dette de $3,000 ne furent paybs. DeBisschop ne se montra dans les
eaux emericeines avec le Cheng Ho; il semblait avoir abandonnd sa femme et
sa Tille & Honolulu, Pour lever la dette frauduleuse de M, deBisschop luie
meme, le notaire de Degener & Honolulu peya $150 au notaire Henri Hop~
penstedt en Tahiti, pour traduire les actes concernant le proces, de 1*
anglais en francais, Le notaire francais devait representer les Americains
dang la Cour & Papseate, Il empocha 1'argent, mais ne commenca pas & trad-
uire, C'est alors que Degener decida de quitter Honolulu pour Papeete,

Il desira surveiller en pErsonne qu'on payat des dettes, aeppartenant &

Tul-meme et ses amis et @' arranger la restitution de sa Jjonque Cheng Ho,
selon le contrat, en juillet 1952,

Pour voysger & Tahiti c'est le plus convenable d'aller via La Nouvelle
Caledonie, pays fort interessant, C'esgt pourquoi Degener ecrivit au Cone
sulat Francais & San Franeisco pour obtenir un visa pour La Nouvelle
Caledonie et un autre pour 'I‘ahi‘.ti, la derniere aussl appelde 1'Oceanie
Francaise, Le 11 decembre 1951, il récut la reponse suivante gu Consul:

"Cher Monsisur, Referrant & votre lettre de novembre 28, veuillez
trouver 4 applications (2 formes pour chaque pays: L'Oceanie Francaige
et La Nouvelle Caledonie, Eorivez, s'il vous plait, en francais et les
retournez aveg 4 photographies, Ces applications seront alors envoybes
aux Gouverneurs pour etre decidbes. Le temps necessaire & obtenir les
Visas devait etre six semsines, Sincerement, = = = - -t

Feyrier 1, 1952, le Consul ecrivit & Degener:

"Cher Monsi eur, J'ai 1'honneur de vous informer qu'un visa pour La
Nouvelle Caledonie vous a eth accordd, valable une annke,

Je n'ail pas encore recu la decision du Gouverneur concernant votre
applkication pour un visa pour 1'Oceanie Francaise et Je vels vous en in-
former aussitot que je le recois, Bincerement, - = - - = i
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] nt un mois plus tard le Consul ecrivit & Degener:
%ggaﬁgnsieur, Je ll)‘egretto beaucoup de vous informer gque vous un'avez
ag eth accordé un visa pour Tahiti, Je suls en possession de votre
mandat-postale = = = = = = = Sincerement, = = = = =t

ble bien signifiocant que Degener solt permis & vivre pendant
unelinggesgnma La Nouv:a%ge Caledonie ou il n'a pas de fortune, Mais en
Tahiti, o 1'Ex-Consul deBisschop doit une dette de pjus de £3,000 &
Degener et ses amis et oh il avait reglstrd la $75,000 jonque Cheng Ho,
gutrefois appartenant h Degener, sous le drapesu frangsis fraudul suse-
ment comme sa proprietb "dans le bureau du Gouverneur de Tahiti," le
Gouverneur lui refuse un visal

A Washington, Degener se plaint de cet outrage chez son Dele~
gub giggn;rss, 19812[011: M, Farrington, chez le U.8. State Department, et,
par lettre, chez 1'Assemblbe Nationale & Paris, Par leur gentille inter-
vention i1 aslors recut une letire du Ministere de la France d'Cuire-ier,
datde aout 14, 1952, qui se 1lit en partle:

"T1'g4 1'honneur de vous faire connaitre gue je viens d'etre informd

ar M, le Gouverneur des Btablissements Francais de 1'Oceanie, & qui
'avais demandd des precisions sur les faits relatks par M. Degener, qu'
un visa d'entrbe & Tahiti, valable trois mois a etk accordd 4 1'interessé,
Celui-ci & deja etk avisk de la mesure prise & son egard,"

S8on Excellence, le Gouverneur de Tahiti avait su moins sabotage 1l'ate
tempt de Degener d'arriver & Tehiti en julllet, termine quand il desir-
ait - en pergonne - prendre repossession de son bateau, selon le contrat,
des mains de M, deBisschop. Mais celui-el, nous apprencns, avait & cet
tamps charth le bateeu & M, Gallois, Membre du Conseil Privh gu Gouver-
peur, pour un commerce lucratif entre-iles.

Pendant, qu'il a‘ttandaitsgour la permission d'entrer en Tahiti, Degener
et son avocat & Honolulu avaient notifié M, deBiaschop qu'il desira
reprendrs possession du Cheng Ho, en juillet, selon le contrat. Alors
Ogcar Nordman, affreteur en Tahiti, ecrivit & Degener sur les develop-
pements concernant le Cheng Ho, dath Papeete, Tahiti, juin 12, 1952, la
lettre sulvante:

"A une reunion tenue dens le Cabinet de M. le Gouverneur Petitbon ce
matin (juin 11, 1952) entre le fonctionnaire du Gouvernement Francais et
1'agent de M, deBisschop, M. GALLOIS, les conclusions favorables suivan-
tes furent obtenues,"

D'une lettre de Marcel Lejeune, meme lisue et date, nous apprenons:

"Pour avoir une connaissance plus complete de cette affalre, j'ai wvu
Mongieur le Gouverneur Petitbon qui a blen voulu ce matin reunir & son
cabinet, en ma presence, le Chef de Service des Douanes, le Chef de Ser-
vices des Affaires Politiques et Administratives, le Capitaine de Fort et
Monsieur Gallols, actuel affreteur du bateau." De la meme lettre de M, Le=
Jeune nous apprenons que deBisgchop etait absent dans les Iles Australes
au temps de cette reunion, 851 M, le Gouverneur Petitbon etait present &
cette reunion, je ne sals pes., Nous savons, cependant, que le notaire
eteit present gquand 1) le Chef du Services des Bouanes, 2) le Chef de
Service des Affaires Politiques et Administratives, 3) le Capiteine du
Port, et 4) le Conseiller Privhk de M, le Gouverneur Petitbon, M, Gallois
(qui representait aussi 1'Ex-Consul deBisschop et qui etalt affretesur
du Cheng Ho'pour le commerce lucratif entre-iles) unanimement ou non, je
ne sals pas, fabriguerent la confiscation suivante et les conditions
outrageuses pour pousser Degener avec grace de la possession du Cheng
Ho, appes qu'il aveit empechd (par ses protestations chez les fone-
tionneires honnetes & Paris) que M. deBisschop, deports et Ex-Consul,
ne lul volat son bateau par des manieres plus directes. Veulllez, S.V.
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The Good Ship Cheng Ho
nr -
Should the Amarican Tax Payer Trust France with any More Loans?

40-41 Mrs, Anne Archbold of Washington conducted her second 80i~
ontf?‘itgaxpeditian into the South Beas. For 1his she used her palatial
vessel, the OCheng Ho, This vessel, 98 Tt, long and 24 Tt. wide, was bullt
of teak and ocamphor woods in Hong Kong in imitation of & famous Chinese
Junk used in the I5th Gentury in tha salt trade., Unlike the original junk,
this modern vessel had two 110 horse-power diesel enginss and all mModern
conveniences, It is said to have cost $100,000 to buila.

[ ted as guests for the expedition a Regletered Mrained
Hurﬁsanﬁrghg?n]ﬁga}'ng‘ seient%nfs, one belng the American botanist Otio
Degenery suthor of several books sbout tha South Seas, Irstead of visit-
ing many different fslands of the Pacific touched on by the Bxoedition,
Dr, Degener conoentrated for eight months on the study of FLjian plants
and native customs, largely at his own expense,

Degener not only discoversd in Fiji many plants new to Sciance, includ-
mgnggzna:rr!‘amily ofy‘ Tres Buttereups now bearing his name, He also learned
from: some ‘'01d men, who had besn cannibals in their youth, ethnslogical
facts of imsortance. After aeversl yeavs of study, he md various speci-
glists at the Smithsonian and elsewhers published the remlts of his re-
searches and collecting, This was gratilying to Mrs, Archhol d, sponsor of
:ﬂ::%.edition and owner of the Cheng Ho,

War declared, Mrs, Archbold turned the Cheng Ho over to the U.S. Navy.
The vessel was used in Pearl Harbor as a fleather Station, War ended in
1945, ghe was returned to Mrs., Archbold who ilen 80ld her rights in her
Dec, 3, 1946, to Br, Degenar, then residing in New York, He soon procsede

ed to nnllﬁ.u to take possession of his vessel.

Degener and g mumber of assoccliates in HonoIulw, meinly American citi-
zens, founded the Cheng Ho Trading & Zxploring Company, ineorporating in
July 1947 in Henolulu, U.S.A, One of these men was the persuasive Capt,
Eric dePissohop, former Frenoh Consul in Haweli and at that time already
subject to deportation from the U.B., as an undesivreable slien, That de-
Bisschop had a eriminal racord in France and was not what he represented
himself to be was at that time bnknown to his associetes, Degener July 7,
1847, sold his vessel Cheng Ho, then appraised at $75,000, to the Come
pahy for shares t that he own the option to repurchase his veg-
sel ror $15,000 ﬁva vea g Eatar. This contract, aftar deBisschop's un-
a'a‘rory_repu%ation beceme known, was for the sake of selfety registored
Sug. 16, 1948, by the Regist.rg of" Conveyances for ths Territory of Hawaii
in Bock 2156, pages 247-540, Tt expressly states: "The CHENG HO shall be
transferred and delivered to the said OTT0 DEGENER in event such optien
is exerciged, together with hLer engines, machinery, masts, boats, anchors,
cables, tackle, furniture and all other necessaries thereuntc appertain-
ing and helms;.na on board and free of ail liens, claims, taxes ang tn-

The Cheng Ho for her first business trip wes loaded with & general
Cargo sich as shoes, sugar and refrigerators, and, flying the American
flag, was gent to Papeete, Tehiti, the latter part of 1947 wit =]
Frenchman seBisschop as Opatein and with a crew of six, The Captain was
o sell our cargo in Tahiti and, with the money realized, buy French
goods, The Cheng Ho was to be back in Honolulu in about six weeks, in
time for the Christmas trade, Instead of returning within six weeks, Cept.
deBisschop with the Cheng Fo Iimped into the port of Honolulu peaniless
end with only two tons of vanilla beans, then & drug on the msrket, He

had squandered the resources of the Company on "wine, women and song"
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sold uipment like lifeboats belonging to the vessel to pay
;];'g ];:;'e;;lhi: maneg 1t,?rscmal debts, The vessel was reappraised in Hono-
lulu snd, due to the gaptain'a mismaneagement pilfering sma vandallsm,
was worth only § 60,000, & loss of $ 15,000 In’ elght months!

D and other injured stockholders immediately hailed ex=-Congul
dﬂigg:ﬁg into Federal end Territoriel Courts, demanding an acooubting,
ayment of back wages to two swindled members of the crew, etc, That de-
Bi‘asc.ho lost every cese, and that Degener sna asscolates won Pyrrhic Vio-
tories gs not importent, What is important is that both Courts extablish-
ad - 3t chm B = 4]

he ed the
1€ vessel, ag mentioned before, had o € U.,8. Navy and was
aotually American and belonged to an American compan incorporated in Ho-
nolulu, Hawell, U,.S8.Al

Degen a1 sted with conditions and knowing hisg option contract
\-mulgsen:iie hfguto start a new company without the swinaler deBisschop
in July 19582, sold his shares, Other stockholders s0ld theirs or threw
then away as worthless after the Federal Court had reappralsed them from
theliy original par value of ‘$100 to but one doller, DeBisaoch s leaving
promisory notes of about $3,000 (endorsed by his Hawaiian mother-in-law)
to Degemer and assooiates, was finally allowed to sall back with the
Cheng Ho %o Tahiti, a second time under threat of deport.tion,as an un-
desireable slien,

‘Nothing much happened for the next fey years, not even payment of the
tare:t ongt.he ,088 debt, DeBisschop never turned up in American waterg
again with the Chengz Ho apparently abandoning wife and daughter in Ho-
nolulu, In order to coliect the long dalin?uent debt from deBiss
himself, Degener's attorney in Honolulu pald the Tahiti attomey Henrd
Hopp enstedt $150 4o transiate legal papers dealing with the suit from
Bglish into French, end to astart representing the Americans in the Pa-
peete Court, The French attorney pocketed the money, and did not even
start translating, Degener then decided to leave Honolulu for Papeete to
see personall agaut collecting the debt owing him ana friends, and to
arrange for the return of his Cheng Ho July 1952 according to contract,

It is best to travel to Tahiti via New Caledonia, an interesting land,
Degener consequently wrote to the French Consnl in San Prancisco for
visas for New Caledonis and Tahlti, the latter also called French Oceania,
Dee. 11, 1951, he received the roliow:lng reply from the Consul:

"Dear Sir:

With reference to your letter of Nov., 28, please fing enclosed
4 llcation forms (2 per country: Frenon Oceania and Ney Caledonia), to
be filled out in French ana returned to me together with 4 photographs,
Those application forms will then be sent to the Governors for declasion,
Time usually required for the visas to be granted is about one and a half
montha, Yours truly,n

Feb, 1, 1952, the Consul wrote Degener:
"Dear Sir:
I wish to infowm you that your visa for New Czledonia has been
granted for one year,
I have not yet received the Governor's decision regarding your visa ap-
plication for French Oceanin and I will let you know as soon as I recelve
1t, Truly yours,"

he Frenchman had fraudul ently

Just a month later the Consul wrote Degener:
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"Deay 81r=I regret to inform you that your visa for Tahiti has not been

“ N possession of your moNney-order - - - o o - .. -
granted. I am in p y Sy Foie

It 1s yather significant that in New Celedonia where Degener owng no
assets whatever, he is welcome to stay an entire yeay, But in Tahiti
where ex-Conaul deBiaschop owes Degener and friends a debt of over £5,000
and where he registered Degener's former $75,000 Cheng Ho under the

Frenoh flag as his own property iﬁaudg; ently "in the Office of the Go-
o

Yernor of Tahiti," there e GO refuses Degemer g visal

Degen come to Washington gomplained about thig outrage to his De-

.‘I.egﬂ?é t:réongresa, the Hon, Mr, Farrington, to the U,8, State Department,

and by letter to the Assemblbe Natlonale in Payig, Through their king

intercession he then recelved & letter from the Ministeve de la France d®
ted Aug, 14, 1952, which in part reads;

Outzsa;or ‘. al e roug faire connaitre e je viens d'etre informt

3 - : 28 M abllssen s Francals de Doeanle, a o

u avais @ Eman d lés n -mm_q; 1 eg T'alts ELATES par M L) K5 BV ER

T r'_ entrbe g Tahitl, valable trols mols,.a 5 80007d6 a 1T

[ntEresab, Celui-oi & deja BLE avish e 1o mssu d, "

fiis Fxoellenoy, the Governor of Tahiti, at least sabotaged Degener's

att ’t to rmchy ahiti in July, the time he wished pergonally to take

Over his vessel acoording to contract frommﬂ;coﬂ%&ﬁiss%wbwm' we
€arn, by that time had chartered the vess o M. oig, Men o
i e Go il Co » Tor luerative inter-iglang t;am?z—z

Meanwhile, while “ecener was waiting for ﬁemission to visit Tahiti, he

: Op notice of the desire to
Tepossess the Cheng Ho July 1952 according to contract, Oscar Nordman,
-thehmdler of Tahiti, then wrote Degener about Cheng Ho dcvalommts,
dated Papeete, Tahiti, June l2, 1952, the following: "At a meeting held 4n
the office of Governor Petitbon thig morning (1lth of June 1952) between
the offieial of the Frenen Government and deBlsschop's agent, Monei eur

ois, the following favorable eonclusions were reached, " According to
& letter from Marael Lejeune, "Notalre," game place and date, we learn;

o AYOLY Uune cgonnaigence p 18 complite de aette ffaie :'.‘ v
copfoar A€ Couverneur Feilthon qul s bl vouly oo amiploize, e R

Cabinet, e ma prlsenge, 1¢ Ch € _du Seyvioe des Duanes 1o €s

yioe des Affgives Poll et Administrat vea, le Capitaine du Port et
ongleur Galloie, a0 u#@tm 8U Dateau,™ From the same Te er of M,
r€Jeune we 1eayn that dedlsso op a € blmé of the meeting was away in

the Austyal Iglands, Whether Governoy Petitbon was bpresent at this meet-
ing of his Cabinet I go not know, We do know, however, that the Notary Le-
ieun'e Wag present when the 1,) Custome Chief, the 2,) Ohier of Political
Administrative Affaires the 3,) Harbor Master and 4,) Governor Petit.
bon's Privy Councilor GALLoIS (who alsa represented ex~-Consul deBisachop
and was charterer of the Cheng He for lucrative interislang trade), unant-
mously oy not I do not know, woncocted the following confiscatory and
shameful conditions to trioh Degener gracefully of the Cheng Ho after he
had Prevented [thrppgb his protests to the honest officials in Paris) the
dtportt and ex-Con gyl deBisschop from stealing his vessel by more direet
means, Flease not € the Covernoy ang his Cabinet in no wey question the
validity or Degener?s contract becauge they know 1% to be legal, Yet here
o the shametu) conaitions Dy VP BY FFRVGH GOVIFNMENT OFFICIALS DUF.
NG THE ABSMICE oF LEsIsscaop on @ distant island, Had Degener signed,
#a would have received practically NOTHING for the very nice sum of U.8,
15,000, | \
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4
- v ent has reed to allow the option now hela by Mr.0tto
nmgn‘! :gepg:cm the ves:rsal "CHENG HO"™ %o be exercised on +he speol-
fied date, that is, 7 July 1952, subject to the Tollowing conditions:
(n) in accordance with the agreement set down in the option to buy‘i the
sum of U,8. $15,000 must be deposited in escrow at the Banque de 1'Indo~
Chine, in ocare of Maitre Lejeune, Notary on or before 7 July 1952, {
{b; Further, in keeping with the agreement, the Cheng Ho will be turn- !
ed over to Mr, Otto Degener, or his suthorized repreaentative, free of ,
brances,
111{ :r)wg:erﬂovmor will approve the formation of a company in whioh My, ;
Ogoar G, Nordman, will hold 51$hor the Bim%-es ng interest and Mr. Otto -
of such shares or interest,
Deg-m_u'-wil-]_. gﬁidﬁggzrnmmt vecognizes the transfer to the french flag
legal and the vessel will so vemain, - - = - - "

There is no sgreement anywhere in the contract that Dr. Degener was
to deposit $15,000 as guarantee of good faith in any ecial bank, As
Indo China was already =t that time in the throes of Civil War, he re-
fused to deposit this sum in the Bank of Indo China, but instead left a
deposit of twlice the amount et commercial bankers in New York City, send-
ing proof of his aetiorn to the French Ambassador in Washington, Degener
was 211115 Tully prepared to honor his sgreement, while deBisschop and his
eronies in the B’rmoh Government in Tahiti was guilty of breach of oone |
traet on several counts: II
1, They retained the American vessel Cheng Ho fraudul ently under the |
French fleg, certainly an inoumbrence to an American oitizen,
2, They reguire Dezener to form a neyw trading company sround the GCh ag
Ho, and to surrender 51% of the shares or interest of this company to a
Frenchman, T,is not only robsvDegensr of more ghan half the vessel but
all control Br her., This subjeots him to incumbrances contrary to con-
tract and to confiscation of property. This psrticular Frenchman, Mr,
Nordman, b{ the way, may be a very nice Derson and all that BUT he spent
two years in jell because of some insurance swindle involving the ainking
Of some vessel, Is he a good partner to have wvith 51% of stook?

near the state required by contract. DeBisschop had not only damaged her
by $15,000 during the first elght months of hia stevardship of the ves-
liegally a8 his property under the French flag. Since that time he

able equipment, allowed her to Yun aground upon the coral reef, and neg-
lected timely b :

In strmary, this is not & controversy between a private citizen of the
United States and a private citizen of France. It is & controversy betweam
@ privete citizen of the United States and a band of rapaclous French

ermment Officials in Tahiti with = Tformer French Consul as ringl eader,
Temporerily restrained from outright stealing the Ch eng Ho, by this time
almost & derelict due to thely ni smanag ement, pilfering and vandali gm,
some or 8ll these men are hereby trying to palm orf less than half the yvea
8€l some of them ruined (and with no control of her by Degener as &
Frenchman with a 2 year prison record is to own 51% of the stock) on

8s of July 7, 1952, with int erest, for the loss of the Cheng Ho from the
Prench Government, Also, he and associates scelr the sum of $3,000 deBis-
schop long owes them with interest, and whose ao1] ecting has been sabot-
eged by Frénch Officlals,

In answer to this claiy for approximately $65,000 against the French
Government, the "Ministere de la France @'Outre-Mer," under date of March
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13, 1953, seems to think that now that Degener has been granted a belated
visa for Tahiti, the Cheng Ho swindle has ended so far as the Fremch

Government is oconcerned, For example, he states: "
" ele on % s S ogsent, en Qg ie M, de-
Tgutres pe our la ou 1'exploitation de
& " G HO™ o verneur deg Fftab) Es emenys Francals 46
des T ements avalent hdemanﬁﬁ? ur gette e,
t savoir ou'il s'a t d'un differend d'ordre commercial qu
€] uniguenent de la Btence des tribunaux de Papeete et _muguel

ent tration ne peut gue rester birangere,

This is a smoke sereen, Why should I, an American, want to do business
in Frenoch waters? I don't., Tre French Government wants to disown respone
gibility for the Cheng Ho scandal. How can it do so when every stage of
the swindle involves - innoocently or otherwlse - French Government Qffi-
olels: Consuls, Governors, Cabinet Officers and Privy Couneillors? The
easlest way, obvioual{, is to induce Degener to bring suit against the
Frenchman deBisschop in Papeete Oourts or "™tribunaux" whose efficiala
Imow that the Americen must lose the case so that the French Governnent
can be "white waghed" of all blame, Degener, having had bitter experience
with the Tahitl lawyer Hoppenstedt and others, does not intend to fall
into this t?‘ﬂP.

Degener, an American citizen and Tax Payer, hereby protests the pay-
ment tz the U,8, Congress of any more funds to France until she has gete
tled the Cheng Ho claim, Moreover, he suspects that if Officlals of Ta-
hiti are permitted by the present Government in Paris to swindle one
American, Officlals in nelghboring Indo China and elsewhere will have
the audaclty to swindle Americans in general. How much of the American
Tax P:zers' money given to France is really used for what it is given,
and how much a!.-nrfly featheyps the nests of corrupt French Offieciels? Con-
gress should seriously review the entire situatfon and decide whether
some other nation besides France is not the more deserving of U.S. ald,
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In 1L.940=-41 Mrs, Anne Axrchbold of "esbington oonducted her second soi= |
entific expedition into the South Seas. For this she used her palstiel
vessel, the Cheng lio. Thie vessel, 98 feet long snd 24 wide, wes built
of teak and cemphor woods in iong Kong in imitation of & famous Chinese
.Junk used in the Fifteenth Century in the ealt trede. Unlike the origin-
al junk, thie modern vessel had two 110 horse-power diessel engines, end |
81l modern gonveniences. It is ssid to have gost 100,000 dollsrs to
baild,

Mre., Arohbold invited as her guests for the e edition a Hegistered
Treined Nurse and & number of scientists, Oue e%zgﬂﬁﬁiLuan the American
botanist Otto Degener, author of several books abouat Hawalii, Instead of
vieiting many different islands of the Pecific touched ou by the Expedi-
tion, Dr. Degener goncentrated for eight months on the study of Fijisn
plente snd netive customs, largely at his own expense,

, Lolle
The Fiji Islands, s bit gouthwest of the Gemnter of the Pacific, were
originelly peopled ﬁy the dusky Melsnesisns. These ha;p’kinky, nofroid !
heir., Lster, Polynesians rrom\TEpga, 8 feirer pecple with wavy he -
o

drifted to the islands threatenfing to conguer thew: King Thakombau end
the ohisf; of Tiji, rearingitu 0ae tgair lands the Euwarful werrior
;) Maafa | onga re not guite sure whether to cede their islands to
wh? '"lgtzgﬁhgf-'htcﬁtﬂgi then plaguning them, or tq‘iﬁ;::nd for protection,
October 10, 1874, after the cniefs had seen # bronze bust of Qneen Vig—
torie on a viaiting warship and tharaforg,thought the Cueen a colored
lady, they ehese England. =

a&. Degener not omly dianovarod:iaﬁé plents new to Rcience including
2 new Family of Tree Buttercups now bearing his name. He aleé'learued
fro 3-0l4 men, who hed been camnnibals in their youth,

L

- After several yesrs of'

he end verious specislists published the results of his researches and
bis collecting, Tpis wes gratifying to lMrs. Archbold, spounsor of the Lx—
] peditionyand owner of the Cheng Ho,

Var declered, Mrs, Archbeld tormed the Cheng lio over to the Upited
Spetee Navy, The vesspl wes used in Pesrl Harbor5~auvo**) @8 8 Westher
Station, Ker ended;"&he wss returned to Mrs, Archbold who them sold her
rights in her Decy 5, 1946, to Yr. Degener, then reeiding in New
York Gixy.#;bgeusr soon proceeded to Hnnolulu,‘tsk!hg posse=siovn of the
vessel,

Degener and & number of aaspgiates in Honolula, weinly American citi-
zens, founded the Cheng Ho Treding & Ixploring Compsny, incorporating in
July 1947 in Homolula, Hawedd, U,S.A., One of these men wee the persueeive
Capt. Eric deBisschop, former Freuc opsuls in Haweii and et thet time

already subject to deportation;fzom \ ) reable. alion.by
~the-BvE—Governusad, That ﬁsBiaanﬁbpasan'noetﬁﬁafﬂﬁaggbpﬂgﬁ' d himself
g to be wes at that time unknown to his sssooistes, Degener July 7, 1947

sold bis veseel Cheng Ho, then sppraised at 75,000 dollers, to the Com-
peny for shares on condition that he own the option to repurchase his
vessel for 15,000 dollers five years later. Tbga contraot, after deBis-
schop's unsevory reputation became known, wes for the-sake of- safety re—
gistered Augest 16, 1948 by the Registry of Conveyances for the Territory |
of Heweil in’'Eook 2156, pages 247-240, It expreasly states:; "The CHENG HO |
shell be tremsferred snd delivered to the said OTTO DEGENEE in event such |
option is exeroised, together with her engines, mechinery, mests, boats,
suchors, csbles, tackle, furniture and ell other necessaries thereunto
appertaining snd belonging on bosrd end free of all liens, claime, taxes
and ipcumbrences of anv neture whetecever,"

L
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Wayr declared, Mys, Archbold tumed the Cheng Ho over to the U.S,
lm:,hu vessel was used in Pearl Harbor as a Weather Station, War
ended in 1945, shewas returned to Mys., Archbold who them sold her
vights in her Deo, 8, 1948, to Dr, Degamer, then residing in New Yoric,
He soon proceeded to Homolulu to take possession of his vessel,

ener and a number of assoclates in Honolulu, meinly Americen eol-
thnn‘g. founded the Cheng Ho Trading & ﬂloﬂu ﬁqn s incomporating
in July 1947 in Honolulu, U,S.,A, One of these men was the persuasive
Capt, ;rlo deBipschop, former French Congul in Hawall and at that time
already subject to deportation fyom the U,5,, as an wndesireable alim,
That deBisschop had a criminal record in Frence and was not what he
represented himself to be was at that time unimown to his assoolates,

ener July 7, 1947, eold his vessel Cheng Ho, then sppraised at
3!1.000, %o the Company for ghares that he own the option
to repurchase w vess€el for 15, -five years later, This cone
tract, after d '::ltmpn uuvg:’ ;’up‘:u:l.% b?n-stnm* z: for the
sake of safety » er » y the ry of ‘conveysnoes
zo of mm Book llsi, ages a:’-l-m. It resgl

states: "The G HO shall be transferred and delivered to the sai
0770 DIGEIXF in event such :2“0“ ig exercised, together with her ene
gines, machinery, masts, boets, enchors, oables, tackle, furniture and
all uhu- necessaries thereunto mlﬂn!.nu‘ m& be on board
and free of all liens, claims, taxes and incumbrances of any nature

vhatsoever,"

The Cheng Ho for her first business trip was loaded with a general
cargo such as shoes, suger and r efrigerators, and nyl.n: the
flag, was set to Papeste, Tahiti, the latter part of 1947 wi
Frenchmen deBigschop as tain and with a crew of slx. The tein was
to sell our cargo in Tahitl and, with the money realized, buy French
ﬁ:‘" The Cheng Ho was to be back in Honolulu in about six weeks, in

e for the Christmas trade, Instead of retuming within six weeks,
Capt, deBiss with the Cheng Ho limped into the port of Honolulu
P ess and with only two tons of vanilla beans, then a dyug on the
market, He had ered the resources of the Ouzn on "wine, womem
and " and eyen sold equipment like lifeboats belonging o the
vesgel !n.' off some of his mytgomn debts, The vessel was ré=-
appraiged Honolulu and, due to the g;stnn'l mi smanagement, pilfere
1.:: “II.IQ; vandalism, was worth only $60,000, a loss of $15,000 In elght

Degener and other injured stockholders immediately halled ex-Consul
aﬂnda: into Federal and Territorial Courts, demanding en accounting,
Hﬂn‘t of back wages to two swindled members of the orew, eto, That do

sschop lost every case, and that Degener and associates won Fyrrhie
am: is not important, What is important is that both Courts
maer th perty "in the Office of the Uove
of U ahlt! he vessel, as mentioned before, was ac i J
U.8,.4A,

B8 A

p an American gompany uurporat-i in Bml\nuf Hnut:n

woul 85 5Tt A PAES ° M4 0 ORRGL SRR A §° 01 ERBUL EnBLEVRREI 0D BEBEZBGR0p

in July 1952, sold his shares, Other stookholders sold theirs or threw
them away as worthless after the Federal Court had resppraised them
from thelr original par value of $100 to but one dollar, DeBisschop,




eaving promi notes of about §5,000 ( eadorsed by his Hawalian
:nﬁmig-m;.gyh ener and luod.;tu. was finally allowed to sail
back with the Ch to Tehiti, a second time under threat of de-
portation as en undesireable aliem,

othing ened for the next few years, not even payment of ine
ttrLt on t::%s debt, DeBisschop never tumed up in Ameriocan wa-
ters again with the Cheng Ho arently abandoning wife and daughter
in Homolulu, In _order to collect the long delinquent debt fyom deBig~

himself, Degener's attomey in Honolulu paid the Tahitd ntorn{
Rentl ensteat $150 to translate legal papers dealing with the sui
from ah into French, and to start representing the Americans in
the Papeete Court, The Fremoh ttumoi pooketed the money, and d4id mot
even :Lrt translating, Degmer then decided to leave Honolulu for Pa-
peete to pee personally about colleoting the debt owing him end frieads,
and to arrenge for the retumn of his Cheng Ho July 1952 according to
contract,

I to travel to Tahiti via New Caledonia, en interyesting
maf :.:“; omnq&ugl wrote to the French Gonsulate in Sen FPrancliep
for visas for New Caledonia and Tahiti, the latter also called French
Ogeania, Deel 11, 1951, he received the following reply from the Cone
gult

_ “ﬂ!tth reference to your letter of Nov, 28, please find enclose
ed 4 application forms (2 per ocountry: Frenmech Ocesnia and New Cale-
donia), to be filled out in French and retuyned to me together with 4
pho Those application forms will then be sent to the Soverne
ors for sion, Time upually required for the visas to be granted is
about one and & half months, Yours truly,"
!dh:l. 1952, the Consul wrote Degener:
rs

"Dear
I wish to inform you that your viee for New Caledonis has
been ed for one year,

I heve not yet received the Governor's decision regarding your visa
epplication for Fremch Oceenia end I will let you kmow as soon as I
regelve 1t, Truly yours,"

Just a month later the Gonsul wrote Degener:

"Dear 8ir:
Irﬁnhuton that your visa for Tahiti has not been
granted, I em possession your money-order -!’;ui LA, T
ra

I$ is rather gignificant that in New Caledonia nho{c,g‘:g(ﬁn owns ne

aggets whatever, he is welcome to stay an entire year, But in Tahitl
here Congul deBisschop owes Degener and frimds a debt of over
s000 and where he registered Degener's former $75,000 Cheng Ho under

the French flag as his own property "in the 0ffice of
the mﬁmn.- tlm-e_ the m- Degener a visal

Degmer, oome to umnmu lained about this outrege to his
Delegate t; Omgrm the ..Ir. ;arﬂuton to the U,.8, ate
Department and b ll'f.tor to the Assemblbe Nationale in Pavis, Through
thelr kind tntfrceuton he then received a letter from the Ministere
de la Frange d'Outre.Mer, dated Aug, 14, 1958, which in part reesds:
®J'al l'honneur de vous falre connailtre qu

orm

L T

J'avels demand® des precisions sur les faits relatbs par M.




cordb a 1'intbresgt, Celui-ol a deja Btk avigk de la mesure prise a
Son bzayd,”

i .  le Degener's
His Excellency, the Governor of Tehiti, at least sabotaged Deg
attempt to reach Tahiti in Tuly, the time'he wiened personally to teke
over his vessel according to contract from ex-Consul deBisscho) o,
7€ louan, by that time had chartered the vessel to M, Gallois, Member

of the éé‘ven_l_gr's Privy Council, for lucrative inter-dslend trading, .

Me while Degener was walting for permission to visit Tahiti,
he angng?ilfztwyei in I?gnolulu had given deBisschop notice of the desire
to repossess theé Cheng Ho July 1952 according to contract, Oscar Nord-
man, shipchandler of Tahiti, then wrote Degener about Cheng Ho develop-
ments, dated Papeete, Tahiti, June 12, 1952, the followlng: At & mecte
ing held in the office of Governor Petitbon this moyning (11th of June
1952) Dbetween the official of the French Government and deBisschop's
agent, Monsieur Gallols, the following favorable conclusions were
reached.” According to a letter from Marcel Lejeune, "otaire," game
place =hd date, we learn:

€ connaisance plus ccmplbte de cette affaire i'ai v

feur le Gouverneur Petitbon oui 2 blen vould o6 matin TBunir a son
Cabinet Esence, le Chef du Seivice des Duanes, le Chef de ser-

des affaires Palitiques et Administratives, 1e Capitaine du Port
et Mongie : 8, sctuel affreteur du bateau,"” From ihe seme 1etter
ﬁ%&gﬁ?;hat deBisschop at the Time of the meeting was
away in the Austral Islands. Whether Governor Petitbon was present at
this meeting of his Cabinet I do not know. We do know, however, that the
Notary Lejeune was present when the 1,)Customs Chief, the 2,) Chief of
Political & Administrative Affaires, the 3,) Harbor Master and 4,)
Govemrnor Petitbon's Privy Councilor GALLOIS (who also represented ex—
Congul ' deBisschop and was charterer of the Ch eng Ho for interisland
trade), concocted, unanimousl{ or not I do not know, the following con-
fiscatory and shameful conditions to trick Degener gracefully of the
Cheng Ho after he had prevented (through his protests to the honest of-
ficials in Paris) the dbport® and ex-Consul deBisschop from stealing his
Vessel by more direct means, Pleasge note, the Governor and his Cabinet
in no way gquestion the validity of Dezener's contract because they know
it to be legal. Yet here are the shameful conditions DFAWN UP BY FFRICH
GOVEFNMEIT OFFICTALS DUFING THE ABSHICE OF DIBISSCHCP on a distant is-
land, Had Degener signed, he would have received précticall y NOTHING
Tor the very nice sum of U.S. $15,000:

"l-. The Government has agreed to allow the option now held by Mr.
Otto DIGRIFP to purchase the vessel "CHRIG HO" to be exercised on the
ageci:fied date, that is, 7 July 1958, subject to the following condi-
tions: \

(a) in aceordance with the agreement set dowm in the option to buy,
the sum of U,8,°15,000 dollars mist be deposited in eserow at the Banque
fge 1'Indo-Chine, in care of Maityre Lejeme, Notary on or before 7 July

S2.
“(b) Further, in keeping with the agreement, the Chenz Ho will be
thirned over to My, Otto Degener, or his suthorized representative
free of a1l incumbrances :

(¢) The Governor wf'll."?rén;avc the fomation of ]
B : T0DT Wil D] 9l =avlion oi & compeny in which My,
ey .Q-f-t-cb,-g}s,gmer Will hold 49% of the shay €5 or intereat alll_d Mi. Otto

A, i
Al BREE S e, o 49% Of such sheves or inteyess

"""""" The Govemment recognizes the transfer to the french
flag legal and the vessel will 80 Temeify — - — » = AL
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‘agreement snywhere in the contract that Dy, Degemer was
to ?ﬁ:it’&:,;go ds gunﬂ:,l?u of good faith in any special benk, As
Inaomu waw already at that time in the throes of Olvil War, he re-
fused to deposit this sum in the Bank of Indo China, but instead left a
deposit of twioce this sum A&t commercial benkers in New York Oi.trﬁ send-
ing proof of his action to the French Ambassedor in Weshington. Degener
was tlms fully prepared to honor his agreement, while deBisschop and
his oronies In tho Frenoh Government in Tahiti were guilty of breach of

tract on peveral counta:
m:l.:.';hcy retained the American vessel Ch Ho frewdulently under the
French flag, certainly an inoumbrance to an Ameriocan citizen,

2, They require Degener to fom a new trading coupm around the
Cheng Ho, and to surrender B1% of the shaves or interest of thin come
pany to a ﬁmchﬂ;n. This not onl{ robs Degener of more than half the
veagel but all control of her, This mubjects him to inoumbrences cone
trary to contract and to oconflseation of property, Thie partioular
Frenchman, Mr, Hordman, by the » may be a very nioe zorm and all
that BUT (according to Pacific Islands Monthly) he spmt two years in
Jeil because of some insurance swindle involving the ginking of a vese
veasl, Is he a gaod partner to have with 51% of etook?

8, More and more evidence has acoumulated that the once valuable
Cheng Ho has greatly deterlorated and never can be regonditioned to
uy-ﬁgiu near the r{nto r red by contract, DeBisschop not only
damaged her by $15,000 during the first elght months of his stewarde
ghip of the vessel m:-n.z as his property under the French flag,
Sinoe that time he hv:a.'mf’ .q&ut th: mal:l.:: homho“ “r wood enu:-,
sold or given away [ pmen run eground upon
the nnfrur, end neglected timely lﬂluu.u to prevent shipworm
m.’ L

In y this 18 not a controversy botween a Erﬁ.nte oitizen of
the Tnited gntn and @ privete eltizen of Franee, It is a controversy
between a privete citizen of the United States and a_band of rapacious
Frengh Government Offioials in Tehitl with a former French Consul as
ringleader, Temporarily restrained from outn.!n stealing the mﬁg
Ho, by this time almost a derelict due to thely mi enent, pilfer-
ing end vandalism, some or all these men are hereby t to paim off
1ess than half the vessel some of then ruined (and with no eontrol of
her h; Degener a Frenchman wl‘t%la-m year tzrim recerd is to own
51% of-the gtoock) on Degemer for $15,0008 As the Cheng Eo was appraised
at $75,000 when Yegener turned her over dﬁiuahoa and assoolates,
end as the option price for her repossession was to be $15,000, Degene
ér now demands $60,000 dameges, as of July 7, 1952, for the loss of the
Cheng Ho fyom the Fremch Govermment, Aleo, h® and Assooletes seek the
sum of $3,000 deBisschop long owes them w{th interest, and whose col=
leoting has been sabotaged by Fremch Offlelinlas,

In answer to this cleim for $63,000 sgainst the French Government,
the Bdinistere de la Frazce d'0utre-iler,” under date of Hareh 13, 1988,
seems h’:nu that now that Degmer has been granted a belated visa
for Tahiti, the Cheng Ho swindle has ended so far as the Frenoch Governe
ment i conserned, For example, he statea:

"en ce qui concewne les conflits qui 1'6pposent, en Octanie, a M,
deBISSCHOP ou a d'autres &orlonnu. pour la pmprtiu ou 1 wioit-
tion de la jonque "CHENG HO", le Gouveineur des Etablissements Francels
:o ve:m;;i: qui :u r'q;;dfnuuts avalent ®t® demandbs sur cette

ffaire, a : aavoly a sealt 4* '
lercd.al'qni realevalt unf:ument e la mﬁ&i’iﬁ:‘% bunm”dm ao.ms._




ttut- ot sugeel b en emtendu, 1'Administration ne peut que restor
Tangere,"

Tis iz a mmoke serecen, Why should I, en American, want to do busie
ness in French weters? I den't, The French Government wante to disowa
regponsibility for the Chaig Ho soandal, How cen 1t do so wha every
stege of the swindle involves = umoomuz or otherwise = French Gove
emmat Offlelals: Uonsuls, Governors, Cablnet Officers and Frivy
Coumneillors? The easlest s ehviouni{; 1s to lnduce Degener to b
suit against the Frenchman deBisschop Papeete Courts or "tribun
whose officials know that the American must lose the case so that the
French Government can be "white washed"” of all blame, Degener, having
had bitter experience with the Tahiti lawyer Hoppenstedt end others,
does not intend to fall into this trap.

Degener, an American Citizen and Tax Payer, hereéby protests the p
ment by the U,8, Congress of eny moye funds to Frence until she has
the decenoy to settle the m’“f Moreover, he eots that if
officlels of Tanltl are peyrmitted by the present Government in Paris

to swinéle one American, Offlcials nelghboring Indo China and else=
where will have the audacity to swindl e Amseyicens in general, How much
of the imerican Tax Payers' money given to France is used for what 1t
is fim. and how much simply feathers the nests of coryupt French 0f«
ficlals? The U,5, Congress uld seriously veview the entire situation,

Youra respectfully,




— — ———

o F

- o '} -
AT T af 74 -
aﬂ_) '“—::{_ - < per Cheng Ho Schwindel 7147 .5 /?‘.J/;'“ s Ll Ceezg \
w Aottt g~ LA, AN q MO _Freulf WL _,J'J . «L.“F?. e 9: c‘
In 1940~41 Mrs. Anne #rchbold of Washiungton conductedbher second sci-
entific expedition into the South Sess. For this shqlused her pslatisl k

i

A Jn
— . vessel, the Cheung Ho..This vgssel, about 98 feet long #nd of . teak and cam

pbor woods, ,wesi beilt in Hong Kong in iwitation of 8 famous Chingse junk
used in the Fifteenth Century for the aslt trade. Of dourse, unlike the
two 110 horse-power diesegly/// engines, and
origingl, jouk, tois wodern vessel hadpall modern conveniences.: It is said
Ul Ilto heve Gost toe American owner 100,000:dollers to build. oL
Ragistered
s Foe MPs. Arenbold invited as herguests for: the expedition a#?raincd
~s JNarse~snd @ number/of sciontists. One of these was the botsaist Qtto
o, ., Degsuper, aathor.of severdl books abont Hewaii. ITustesd of ivisitiag many
od nocdifferent-islands of the Pacifie touched on by the Expediti@n,_@r. Jegen—
yg ') en comesntrated for eight moughgvon the stady of Fijien plents ssd EAXK
Fa03 L&gﬂ;ﬂa-tzgvgicuat,oma;.f&*‘gk&( o A f-geawre 'E‘%PQ"“MA“'
= ;Tne;Fiji-IalanaaE_naﬂr the .centre of .tke Recgific Ocean, ;were oxriginsl-
~10 % =olypeopled by tn%&uglqnqaiaqa,ﬁ.Tbeae have kinky, negroid hsin, Later
L =y Polynesians from Tongs; ;xiiigggpla with wavjpair,-dﬂitted to the islands
; threatening to conquer them. King Thekombau snd his chiefs.ef Fiji,
' i fearing to lose ﬁ:eir lands to the poweiﬁ;i52?££iﬁ£;gﬁzégkggmngéf: were
a0 jpet guite sdre wg&hernto cgde their islandg to Amqrioa/or to-Englend.for
! ; pratekction. Qct. 10, 1874, after thd chiefs had seen.a bronze.bust of
Queen Victoria and therefore thought her a colored 12dy, they chose Eng-
leng. = be
. Dr..Degeuer uot ouly,foand wssany plants pew to scisgce, ingluding a
. .new.Family of Tree Buttercups. /He also learnsd frowm:.some oldimen, who

o, 1 had Leen cemnibals in their youth, such interesting factsuas thet white

+50 msnjdo.not taste as good as Fijiesns because their rleswf ig too salty end

\of . -nes therunplessant flavor of nicotine, After several years of EBEXATKEN
and various specialists
O stody BEXRXEXEAEMNXAKAR, hahpubliabed KIBXXEENXXRY the reskltis of his re-

v searghes .end his qollactxonésﬁégis was. gratifying to Mrs. Axchbeld,

B Lk sponsor of the :expsdition. i . =0
-

o With the couwing of War, Mrs. Archbold sold the Cheng Ho teo the United
|
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«~timped into FBX the home port of 'Honelulu-penniless and with 'wlcargo of

States Navy. It was used in Pearl Herbor, Hawaili, as a weather station.
Wifn war ended, the vesssl wes returned to Mrs. Archbal& ﬁhéighen s0ld
her rights in her on Decémber 3, , 1946, to Dr..Degener, who=gss then re-—
siding in New York City. He then proceeded to Hanolulu,.takiag ‘possession
of the vessel two.months.ilater. - SUTNET C?;(t.gﬁc‘ ¢42:";4.V

D Degpner and & numbarxaf aésoclete; in Honaluluﬂqfouuded the Cheng
Ho Exploring & Trading Cowpany, idcorporesting.in July 1947 in Honolulua,
Hawaii, UJS.A. Oue of thaga mon was the persudsive Captain Eriec deBisscho
p, former French Consal fgz Hawaii and 'at thet time already subject to

andesiyesble 11195 by ‘th ;-S. &aveinﬂgf

That .deBisschop was uat w dt‘ e reprosented nimsélf to bewas unknown to

deportation from Amarlea as am

his assoc¢istes, Dr, Degener Jyly 7, 1947 sold his vessel Cheng: Ho, then
appraiaad et 75,000 dollars, to the Cowpany for.sheres on condition that
'#ﬂ own the option to repditchese his'vessel for .15,000-dollsrsifive yesrs
'leter. This contract, registered August 16, 1948, by the Reégistry lof Con—
‘yeyduness for the.Territory of Hawaii.innﬂnok 2156, pages 247-249, express-
ly#states: "The CHENG-H® shall be transferred and delivered to!the said
(OTTO DEGENER in eveant such-option is exercised, together with her engines,
méghinéry; wssts;, boats, anchors, cables; tackle, furniture and'sll other
necessaries thereunto appertaining and belonging onbosrd ignd free of zll
‘liens, c¢lesims, téxes!and iuncumbrances of &ny nature whatsoeverstyu
The Cheng Ho wes then loaded with 8 genersl cargo of goods.sach as

shoes, sugsr, Bebblegea, refrigerastors and, flying tha}%ﬁi?ia o flag, w=aa

sent. to:-Papeete the latteripart of 1947 with the ¥Frenchusu ias’Captain
Tl Cfode A

and a crew!'of six, maéuty‘iﬁaregggéggr »“8ire was to dispose ol heﬂégargm
Tha THacics ffo

‘in Tehiti and with the profits purchasse French goods. &hsAw;;?to bs back

in Honolalu withithem in sbout six weeks, in time forWthe Christmas tradu.|
Instesd-of returning in six weeks, Captain deBisschop with tha!Cheng Ho

Lk

two tons of venilla besns, then & drug onm''the merket. He had squindersd

P e o

l

the' resources of the Compeny on "wine, wowmen, and song" and-had even

some of his
sold e t of tha vas-al 6 pay off ﬂEiXXXHhEI depta, (A~ *4“/ LiZL
i?} ..ru "; —‘\-"- pe] m«—uq;..f.fm‘-—a,l.-.-.-a.-.
Degsner and othav ockho; ars immJJlata

Jhailed the 8X—Consul into

R o
\_3}. ) iy 1 ;Jm !
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Das schiff warde aru(,ut ewckﬁtzt und es stellte sich harsus, dass e }

mndn.-nalh der ;mraenéett von acht .donaten durch nchlacnt(ﬁ‘hsndlungm 1[‘
o ACCIveu 314
aseh ain Tt ww&—}&r—heh Jor dem Seegericht zur Vrantwo“tun TE
o )
gezogeu yerlor deB. den Prnp-—*w gegen mich und die ubrl&}'@n :fntevggqent,
- = =
sn. Dadeses stellts es sich reua’dar‘q deB, die Cheng Ho Yin the Office

of the ovaruor of Tam.t:." gls gi.n..ntum registriesren l.ia'wz uod unéer die

r E'agge gestellt natta. nmeﬁetruba’fiﬂgﬂ'{/ﬁa’n’ﬁ’},;u dem uiiey;_r. Koloni—~

!
al nehoréen ihre &.ttmlt‘u richt versagt hetten.

L4
Ut mit ded_gchwindler nicht.s mehr zu ton hsbeu za mussen]\rerr‘au fte

H | g

1ch meiua tien and warta//ia rastlichen \rler jahre ab}un das. Bchiff,
rtrag zurack /m nahmau und eine neue x{ompanie ?&gz'runda? g

dann 1aut

den vier hren [)B ssierte nicbts, mc‘lt einmel dle,s-chuldan von 3,000 dol

q% mir uud anderen schuldete wu:rde}n zurnc}: bazahlt’
- wu-r-éo—gamhe-h. Ich varsuchte mm- deB., mit

1 Ll & i |

fe eines fr. ﬁé\maltas, M. H., Hoppenstedt, am gxricbtahn: in Tahiti saf
O y

ruckgabe de

BId
lar die

3, 000 dollar mitéuaen zu verklagen. Der fr. éwalt kassier

50 dollsr von mir und unternshm ulcbta. Un diese Jaﬁgelegenheit

ieh za regalu, beachlp&'a ich selbst nsch Tshiti zu gehen die 3,000
ak s
‘51:1181‘ einzufordern and gldlchzeitlg b 0-5 daqﬂs’chiff lsat @E’e_}ci’im juli

~OU L Ly

1952 zuruck zu namnanwblung der vereinbarten ‘;umma Ich besntrag

te die v1sas rur New Caledonien , vorubar man fanhréfenn ubn nach Tahiti

will, und Tehiti ,suchb French Oceanis gensnnt , beiwm fr. Honsul in San

e [ = = Buiids 'hi
| Francisco. Der gantwortete wir su Nov—32, 1951 folgandea: —————

daraus gaht eléz’n;tig hervor, dass d:.e Jouvarne‘ure dar alnzalnen insel-
i) : j AT
gruppen n'elbst bﬂstmmun we)(r em /qum erhaltan kaan and war nicht.

. Am 1 1ebruar 1951 erhielt ieh folganden Brigf VOm «uee- Im marz dsan

s s e s en

gl 7
Dexr G@m von N. Caled. wo ich keinerlei éiweutumoanqprucha ge-l—éi

n&.n.na.n.-—-!e-'l-l.ta, £80 wiT ohne weiteres glnrema erlaunnls. Dar LrOL:I.U'HI'nB
1 ¥ ' _ el _MW =4
| vou Téhiti lebnte sie abr Bieses Zeigt offen dass e adern wollte

' dass ich gpeiwme KRechte suf wein Gig,entum )'-elcheq in Tahiti anrs chtmaqlg

festgehelten wird, galuan mschen konate. Die nchi’f warde Ja;wia oben I

goxen ; .

a\mmms.tg ‘Kuam.:sr} ‘mopeyg 2 im Baresua
‘eesT3T] "q DeNTed L 8o Fihry ’ d-_a.s Boav, Paqncblich
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"Als regeluaesiger Leser ihrér gattschrift. rnocht.e ich surragen, ob
sie '{n teresse dersn nuben’beiliasende &tttallﬁhg aber ein kurzlich von
den F;anz.osan ver u,{;taq pilBLaI‘k‘"Etlﬂ.CA m derSudsaa der é'ffant.llchkelt
zuﬁnglmh machen vollen. X )( . - i |

Ich b:.n smerikanischer burgurl, von baruf botanikar und habe nacb eloer
Teilnahme ;l’}{a’ an einer Fidqchi'&xpud. 1940-41 dia unter der éitung der
Frau Anne Archbold von %’Jsshiugton :ztaad und aui’ ihrem ,gchiff Eheug Ho‘
einem nsch Eltcniuaqchlcnan ”uster erbauten )egslucbiff uneernommen warde
die Cheng Ho von Freu “mhboldm@m Raxx

e 55000 dell:ar_ﬁaﬁ 1947A9ﬁrtﬂ—m.~#“6ﬁ{u,

dawaii U. 5. /el.ne gﬁndel’g?mpanie Chenb Ho mx'\lorlng; & Trad ing Com—

m t mehre ren lntewqasnwbm. Einer dex’?é(tinnm
o=~ H — t

-beb'cr war der ahemaliga frsnaogm‘plﬁ. Consal Erie deBlt:qchop Dr-ne %nt
: s J o

.nlss davon za habeu, dsas E. JeBiqcchnp qu unarnanechterﬂnelaender de—

11 ni G

pcrtlart warddn aollta und nur noch aur Glu. rr. qc:?ff ::u wsrteu hatte
J 4 v Ve 34 8
iass inn in ir,f_, neinen fr, haten Bbaetzau sollte, worde & spltan

8 hifr dar nbnie fur ect‘rén-mit der be-

Am '? July 19'?4 grb ich daa

W el
ﬂ:.ngung dsss mh es fanf janra snat.er fur 16, ooo dollar zuruck erwarbau
k.aun. Dieaar vertrsg wuzdai - mmm——— — - raglstriart : _
t

1] 3 ] | [
. p e i

Darin stand - - - -

._\___-/-. .- - - i - al ; i
al sn:!zn:lcl)l a
Dasg gc i}#y%ﬂ unter der sierikaniscnen flﬁe und gehorte einer smeri.
&mganla.{dﬁisacbop wurd ,aswmxm beaurtragt e*ue _aii'ung

ren nach Papeata, Tahiti, Tr. holonialgebiev brlngen. Br sollte die

 Phagen Ko
édung dort verkauf eu,pa!d"mlt dem grloea fr.'Waren sakseffen und inner—

n2lb von sech" wochen RAGKIHARSXEXN @E@:ﬁaﬁr—t—eﬂa@g&a—mm}ﬁ
—he. .
zur{k aeln anstatt die isungen zu folgan ver.»zsu?ft.a er dle)éd;.ng,

vy (PRSE Y

behialt dasfeld unracnt’.m%mb far prwut.e ﬁqbabon zuruﬁm varkauffte so-

garvt-: ile dea‘fcniffas i prlvateﬁbulduu zu decken uud kehrte erst nsch
e
acht/‘onatan wit 2 Konnen sc*meln* vurf.sut‘/llc,nan vanilliesbohnen mch
Vi ey o9 _
Hon. zurack. ir kam hospbasehdtiet—nur um qzchi:mn/t:eila zu besorgen die

] - i

¢s’aur’*fn der U§siMgen. 1 " Nrerans!
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e 3
als Franzoscniscbes registriert ond de?. als @igentumer anerkannt,

T —

Icn habe darsufnin bei den zu%andlgen}uéeordneten in Washington u.

Parls bescbuerde eingelegt mit der Mrm.ng)da der Ministre de 1la rrance

{ |

d'ﬂutra—uer im Aug. 14, 1952, dlapinmlsa nsch Tehiti -Bestatte ]
o

grunde der anfsngllcnen Migur.mg zur @imeiae warden mir am so klarar

. d

als icn exruﬂ'dasa deB. las uchiff an M, Gelloia ein ﬂitglmd das Gouy-

varneur s Pri\ry Cou%ﬂﬂl{tnattaa ‘Ha&ld ich noeh suf mgln }{a am
= ertete acbrx.eu mn: Oacar gordwen, @&in qchif‘t’smarkler)aus "Papaata, Ta!‘liti

,em 12 Juni EOBE o icnd o5 vie

aal +4
Dia summe in aluar_énk ﬂ(Indo C"}inﬁ zu hi utarlegeu{ aamchaa sehon i
daruals s¢hon hﬁrgerﬁrleg war, lehnte ich @b jand miass nacﬁ/ﬂaqu das I
eld auf eiver New Yorker qﬁank berei'c. l % ‘.‘*g"ﬁd ich alqo im stande war

& A g /
den %rtrsgm rfmlan hatte d oud qainﬂ eunda im ouverne-
T 2T 8

mant. bareitq gebrachen aamichm
g:blff illegal unter diay .‘Fahna genoman]

1- Eig amgriksnisches
2= paa ﬁlang&n’ dass bai siner neunen K/mpsnie 51% der: hteile eman

gahoren muaB“DBQ bedeutet dag die verfu ungsrechta aber mein achiff PT =y
lieren wurde/bw@"“"-"&"” "& Q‘B‘“ﬁ“
38— Das schiff aer laut vielex cnrichten so demoliert und verdorben wmﬂd-
-Bn,dass gs nie wieder &en Tt dostellen Licmnta, der im fertrag var?}n—- *
part war. YU O | IL ST !
Aus diesen ér{{nden war das ezﬂllichﬁ erteilte ‘/aum fur mich %rtloa.
geworden weil die menen rbrderungen der fr.@eglarung praictiseh m-l.-u_ei.g-
antnn verenthifiFakaitom. MA’"—{“ /éél ar Whede -
Y’Xﬁs handelt sich-glsg nicht mek» um einen Px‘ivab@rocaqs gogen einen '
ginzelnen ;’ch\nndlari sondern ein amerikenischer stauaréanler wird ge-
zwangen seine Xrechte began/ﬁbex der fr. regierung die diesen schwindler
dgkt zu bebaupten. Hs ist unfessbar dsss in dieser schweren zeit, wo ¥Fr-
ankreich laufend &i?g‘:gu am kreditX&EX e in Weshington xmx unternimmt

: &
und @igentlich an einen gutenm einvernehmen interessiert sein masste, sol-

che vorkommunisse in seinen “olonien duldest, ja, soger weitgehends unser-

}

stutzt. Dies zeigt weiterhin dass Frankreich anscheinend nicht iw stande |

ist korruption in seinen Kolonien zu unterbinden/
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% Ewort ﬁ:ﬁaim’/@“ﬁﬁﬂn teilte der winisterde France d'oatre ms §
"W \
wer Marx 13, 1953 mit dass far ihn mit der isom’ ngelamuhait dergll
£~
beendet sai and d&&gencbtaﬁe—f-—-in Tehiti zustandlg sei. Dort aber be-

of
ataht wia oben arwannt @ ine E};gllcnkeit eman prozaqs gerecnt darch-

zu achteu weil die fr. egiarung_:an oinem gsracnten %sgang ke*nan ¥
Tt 1 Stellten -se-KaXX decken will. .ﬂ;“:

ancht. aV egiarungatelle der endoren die gelegen eit zZuzuschieben,

am die Yerantwortung fur dle_sa anfaire “n%ndlungawaise uicht; trsgan zZn

mussen. - - !
‘I_\Ich ha lte es far r1cht1g daua éin solcher acbwindal als balspiel dem
deutschen pubhkum beaannt werden sollte. Ls qoll erfahreu m:.t Welchen

'mitteln die 5 reglarung smn auch anderen landern vorgaht von derem

gelﬁern sie ‘eb fngig ist, L

i ch bitte sie hofflichst wir mit zu teilenm, obp qie H—é@-v—l-ag-a—ma..
ﬁiesa skaudalgaacblchte/rtr"i-hrer—zei—mhrrn%verofrentllcge%
nicht, so ware es sehr freundlich von ihnen ween sis rmr aineieitung

_vor—schlag?n W?n die i;eb u:iicn dq&u waann };ann.‘ ; |

Hochachtiinbsveoll / : '

Herrn Dr g(alpltain Otto Degensr
Per Frau Kepitesnin Isa Degener LM 3

59 i | 1 - AT 18N Dol 1 t Ciy 559
Lo | i'.I:...':
|
J 1 J I I
¥ 1 I |
f : S
Ve 3 ’J,
1 ( " i - Iy
il L i J i
viWd g A < - = .y
o &
uoxen . ] . Ul 0
*9uoy qouu.;{ ‘&‘nsm.:ot) ‘mepsg
‘eesTaTy 'q vo¥Ied N
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I wish to inforu youn that your visa for New Canleddnia has heen
grantad fo: ons yesr.
I have not yetireceived'the Govaruor's declsion regdrding your visa
apglic:tiou for French Ocetnis snd I will let you know as 8000 88§ I re-
| Jocelve it.

"Doar Sir:

Truly yours"
Just 8 month later, namely on Msrch 1, the Consul wrote Dr. Degensr

the followidg latter:

"Dear Sir:
: I regret to inform you that your vise for Tahiti hes not besn
granted. I am in possession of your money—order — = — - — - -

i

Truly yours"
'It is rather aignifioant that in New Celedonis ngeré uagsnor owns no

aaaeta wnatever, he is welcume to stay an entire yaar. But in Tahiti

— i

J u

where ex—Conaul deBlascbap owes Degener and Bagocistes a debt of over
3,000 dollars wnare he

[ § J
dollar

1atered Degener's formar 75 ,000
Chﬂng Hn ander the French tlsg 8s his own prupurty

ap

“in tha Ofrice of the

Jo

Govarnor of Tahiti o tnere tha Governor rafuaas De eaar a viga!
—*— $21

?agauer, by this time in Waahington, co-plalnad sbout this outragacas
1od i

swindlu to his rapreaantative4¢¢=*==8t=5tcn Honorable Mr. Farr1ngton,

ol § O%LA

!s the UiSﬁStato Dapa:tmnnh and by letter to Doputies of tha Assemblde
J‘Lﬂ.ﬁ.

EAETAARNKARE (80 LA Hicen

Nstionale in Paria. Through :heir kind 1utaxasSHion'n!gzacﬂ‘riceivaﬂ

N S EER

a lottar trom the nlniatara da 15 :rance d'Outra-ﬂar, dated EHEAANEEN
[lTosesy e

Iﬂ;ﬂll;lllx Lugust 14 1952 Ihhthxhﬂnﬁhaﬁﬁnth.§£1H¥KXEHXIHI§XBKXKKiXZH

“J 2i 1'hoaneur de vous rsire conneitye qua Je viana ﬁ'atra informa
rof par M. le Goaverusur des Etslilissements nceis.de 1'Océaniay & gui
j'avaia deuandd des précisioms sur les faits relat&a par M. DEGENER,
l[qu'un visa d'entrée & Taniti, valable trois g mois 8 &téisccordd 4
esuru prisa on égerd.

l'igtbrssas: Fglni—ci a d&gé eté avisd de la "
Thus s Excellency, the Governor of Tahiti ged Deysner's at-
tempt to. reach Tnhiti in  July, the time ha: wlshed persmnally ta take over

S v asel according o cgutract from exl-Consul daBiaacbop who, wa know,

AR TR XA R R KRR KRR AR M S S H BB
L‘,u tc‘?ﬂ\.ﬁ-‘
, waich in psrt said: EEKBXTAXXBRIE "‘1

3

:

hsd cbgr;arad BeT to M. Glllois, 8 member of the Governor's Privy COuucilJ

Wnile Degener wes weiting for permissipn to vigit iti psrmis
ws Mo .;ZJLL O, afoiene ’mkww
that wes not to srrive until Augus} he and bis 1awyer inj uouolulu had
L4 1781 !
given ex=Consul deBieschop notice of the daaire to take nack tha Cheng He

o ) L1
/1 accerdlng So.contrac(;iiii 19a§ OScar Nordman, well-knguu shipehandler
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fﬂ?ivéﬁa
IR
Territorial and Federsl Courts, demsnding an accouutlng, payment of back

ey

s

o

wages to two msambers of- tne crew, and otniy dehts. That the French ex-
2 AL Ligens’y me >

Comsul lost sver case 1@ aot 1mp01tant Wnat is 1mJortaut ia thst both
)

I T W

Courts established that he had fraudulently registered the Cheng Ho under

the French flag ss his own property "in the 'Office of the Governor of Ta-

bitd .y

Degeuer, dispusted.with conditions and kunowing his optiou‘contrsct

W
R
would-énahle him-td start s neﬁ‘compauj without the Rwindier deBisschoyj#

88 shareholder in July 1952, sold his sheres. Other stockholders sold
ah rom @ jperivalue. of 100 /dollsrs esch,the Court ‘hed isppraised thém
tneira or threw them away gs worthlesiﬂ DeBiscchop, laaving promiaary i
g d 4 1 l 3
aotes of sbout &y 000 dollars to Degenar and asancistes wes rinally al- f
JauL withr tha Cheng Ho .
lowed to aa11 bscEﬁto Tahiti g aacoud tlma ander thraat of deportatlon

Nl A "

2 1
aa an undesireabla alzen.

Lo o { -

1 . t
vt 1o
T4
[

Nothlng mach happeuad for a number of xearsg not aven payment of in-
tarast on the 3 000 dollara debt. In ordar to collect the nnw dallnquaut
deht, Deganer s attornay in donolulu paid a Papeete attornay 150 dollars
to translste legal papers deeling with the suit from English'iuto Freuch,

i ' . + oJ 3 . o @
end to reproaont t.he Americuna in the 'Papeets Court. mnumxmm

xxxxxxii The Frencb sttorney, pocketﬂﬁing the money, did nothlng. Degeaner
than decided 'to lesve zlonolulu far Papaete to sae(ﬂb'ou;collacting the

fy=gh 8, i Aol
L dabt owing h1m and friands and to arrange for the return of his Cheng Ho
- 0 L i 0K i i SH.La
in July 1952 according to Boutract
Bigalxy i o] %
To go to Tahiti, it is best to travel via New Caledonia _obvioasly an

L iutqrasttng land Daganar conaequentLy wrnta to; the: Erench cunsalatu oo
00 "f‘-’-{. '.%I‘ Lprancsm. |
JSenErancLSco for vlsas forJNau caledqnia ‘ang Tah t$$ IK Daeemher 11,1951,
Aanitl
he reaidved tbe follow1ng raply frcm “Tha Consnl baneral or France-"
"Desr Sir:
iy d With reference to your letter of KNov. 28, plesse find enclosed
4 application forms (2 per country: French Oceania and New Galedonia),
JHon., %o ge filled out in French and returned to meé together with 4° photograg
hos application forms will then be sent to the Governors for decislon
L[:_ Time usaally required for the visss £6.be graanted'i's sboat one =nd a
half months.

Boizaiwley (Ld v
,{7{ ) I,}Q__G_.Lx‘ .

i Frem the above, ng_?E%*s_!ﬁn_iﬂ.nnda%eeﬁnd thet the 'Governor of each
arss decides who ot R t thafx spasisl area.

Yoars traly," * £

. J4 805

Fabrugn) 15 1953 the following letter was mailed. pr, Degener by
y the Consul' in San ppg

ucisco‘
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S @aniii, ‘then Wrote under date of June 12, 1952. {
"Dear Mr. Degeger

At 8 moeting held iun the office bf Governor Petitbon i
. this morning (11th of June 1952? betveen the official of the Freuch Gov— |
' ernment and deBisschbp's egent, Monsisur GALLOIS, the following favor-
able conclusions were reached. ’ T

l-., The Government has agreed to allow thé option now held by Mr. Otte
DBGHENER, to; purchase the vessel "CHENG HO"Lto be exercised on the speci-
fied date, that is, 7 July 1952, subject to the following conditions:

(a) in eccordance with the sgreement set down in the optioa to buy,
the sum of UgS$ 15.000 dollars must be deposited in escrow st the Bsngue |
de 1'Indo-Chine, in care of Maitre Lejeuns, Notary on or before 7 July
1952,

.. &b) furthexr, in keeping with the sgreemeat,the CHENG HO. will be turn—
ed over to Mr. Otto Degener, or his authorized representstive, fres of
all dncpmberances. [ .

(e) The Governor will approve the formstion of & company in whigh Hr.+
nOscar G. Nerdmsn, will hold 51% of the sheres orn interest and Mr. Otto
Degenesr will hold 49% of such shesres or interest. |

== 2 - - NNRGEITIEXRNESX The Governmen't recognizes S Fradafer ba
the freneh flag legsl eund the vessel will so: remain, = = = = iy
46 suThere;ds no sgrespent; any/where in: the comtrect thet Dr. Dpgener was
to deposit 15,000 dollars as gusrsntee of good fesith in any specisl bank.
Asg TodoiChinal was @lresdy at that time in the thross of Civil Wer, he re-
fused, to ' deposito this sum in the Bapk. of- Ind> Chine, but instesd' he left
a deposit of twice. the amount ot commercial benkers am New York City,

sending propf of his sction to the French Ambesssdor in Veshington. >

- pggenﬁgi?ggr;;;;;rad.tg honer his sgreement, while deBisschop end his
cronies im the Freumch Goverument in Tahiti were guilty of bresch of con-
~tract on mumerous counts: WL T
1. They retained the Aumericsn vessel Cheng Ho frapdulently under the
French flag, certainly an incumbrance te en Americen citizen.
24, They require 'Degana:_ta form e'mew treding company esround fjhe Cheng
Ho, end to surrender 51% of the shares of this compeny to a Frenchmsn!

WL X
This not only deprives Degener of wmore tha half the,vesse
1 Ol M il LA DAl R G S TRRRR,
trol. Ifvthis is fnot se'*imculibrbnce" as well es KJEKEXX, what is? %
i A e veluable 4
3. More and more evicenci4accumulatad that the once Cheng: =
i . { ] _4‘-” . 7 i E T -!-'I?"-f"m‘-"l. ,}--
hag) greatly deteriorsted end never wceuld be reconditionad{tqﬂ;ha state .7

JBRS ALY con-
i

required by;ﬁ@b contract. DeBisschop had not only dsmsged ber by 15,000
o [ i __".1‘7' |
‘ dollars during the first eight mouths of his stewsrdship of the vessel,
i A

Since thet time he nd® vripped out tesk end cawmphor wood cabins, sold or
o )
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S F X
given anay aquipmant allowed her to ran sground apon the eoral reef, and,
”:5 e
neglactai jwV&m dr;;dockad %0 prevent ahipworm 1rr3nry o
In sauuery, past snd praqaut French Government Officisls expe ctad to
5311 o‘wﬁ'eratllp t:f less then half" tha cheng Ho, now: a’l_mo's‘t,' al dg;u_llc;’

to Dr._Degenar fnr 15,000 dollars. mm is not ‘e controversy” b'P"twaeu HHE

—Envutip pﬂ\rata citizﬁn of” m;{m o Dni-t’e? Lt and B'Pﬁ‘i"‘é‘t" citizen of

rR 0

"b‘i-hnce. I‘«t is obvi’oual_y ‘a ctant.roversy betueen g prwuta citi,san o[' the

HJ United Stst%a ‘and’ & ‘group of. uuacrupulous petty ¥redch Offlcials in Te-

'
e e e - = i g

~rrud okl u;xxn;xnmxxsnnnz with @ i'ormer French Conoul & ‘rmvﬁadar.
Ty ﬂs the Cb:.ng dn was spprai-‘-:ad at 75,000 dallq:m when Dr.“Dbganer
ai t{lzrned hel over to dsBieschop andl bih sseociatas,'and as t.hel ';;I!tion

; prico for her ropurchase wes to be 15,000 dollars Dr. Dege;:‘elrhno“ demand,

‘ Ak s 60 090 dam-agaal fior: the lsas of the thng Ho from tha' IJGML -*"-avemment.

P = “#Also, he' and hisiessocietes! sesk the sum of 3,000 deBisschop dong nwagﬁ,

! them. j v : tilind Py e L

=t ¢! Iunlsnswer to protests about the Cheng Ho swindle in Tahiti the "Minis—
J tére de la Frapbe d'Omtre-Her", under dater of Msrch' 13, 1953, sesms to
« “Lhink that now that Degetner has been krented B visé for Tabiti the cesas
-‘has ended so far as the Mimistry is coneerned. Further; he states: YEn ce
‘qui’ concerne led conflits gui 1l'opposeut, en Ocdanie, & M. deBISSCHOP ou
~fab @ @rautres perbbane's;” poarila. propridté ouil "exploitation! de i jongue
XEKXKX "CHENG-HO", le Gouverneur des Etablissementis Frencais de 1'0ca
“03 lanie, & iguildes renseigneuwsnts avalent! $1é deisndds sur cette. Bffsire,

a feit' sevolir qu'il s'agisssitrdtun différend d'ordre couidercial gui re- |

T 0 devait uniguement 'de lg cowpétence des tribumsux de Papeete et auguel,

't bien entendu, 1'Administration ne peut Qgue Iester Atrengdre.t e

!
111 ‘ T . ! Ly f £ T 19 on |
Netuwetdy the French Government wants to disown responsibility for the&

.

s | ITAMAL R B ' . v il BT g1 | Fef o < Levnd
Cheng Ho' scendal,IXH#I¥dE How can they do so when every stage of the
swindle ‘involves paat and prarant French Gowrnmsnt Officialq most of

t.ha:n responqlble ‘to the Ministdre de la France d'Outre-Mer? The easiest

wWB®, obvioasly, is to mduce Degsner to bring suit sgsinst deBisschop

o I s
Py = fUAAL
in 3§ Pspeats Courth “nm:a at‘flcialﬁ know that the Amerlcan Bw}&nust |

lo*—;a the case so that Franch Officis LJ'b::du be "white washed" of all blame

# .
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Ale regelmissiger Leser Threr Zeitschrift mdchte ich sufragen,
ob 3ie Interesse darun habeun, beiligende Mitteilung tiker ein i
kKurzliech von den Frsazo&en veriibtes Pirstenstiisk in der Sugsee |
der dffa?tlichkait kugdrglich mechen wollen. :

Icn halte a@s fur richtig, dass ein soleher Schwindel els Bei-
spiul dem deutschen Publikmm bekannt werden sollte. Es soll {
erfahren, wit welchem Mitteln dde Franzosische Regierung .
in Linderm vergeht, vonxdzmmx derem Geld sie soger abhingig J
ist. {
Es bandelt sich nicht um e@inen Privat-Prozess gegen eimen
eiozelnen Schwindler, sondern ein smeriksnischer Stellerzapler
wird gozwungen, seine Rechte gegeniiber der Pranzﬁsis?heu
Reglerung, dis diesen Schwindler deeckt, =zu beh=upten. Es iss
unfessber, dess in dieser schweren Zeit, wo Framkreich luufexd
Bittginge um ueus Kredite in Wesnington untermimmt uad W
elzentlich en einem guten Eiovernehmen interessiert sein miisstal
solehe Verkomuanisse in seinen Kolomien dulddt, Jjs, sogar weit—
gehend uuterstutzt. Dies zeoigt such, dass Framkreich susshai-
nond nicht imstande ist Korrauption in seinen Koloniem zu
ungerbinden,

Ich bin smeriksnischer Eﬁrgef, von Baruf Botaniker und hsbe [
nech einer Teiluphme an einer Pidschi — Expedition (1940/41)
dis onter der Leitunmg von Mrs, Anne Arghbold stend umd suf
ihrem Schiff “Chemg Ho", einem nach sltehinesischem iuster

4

grbauten Segelschlff , noternommen wurdo, die Cheng Ho Des.

1946 vor Frau Archhbld erworben, 1947 grﬁu&ata ich iu Hemalu? j

Heweddl, U.S.A. mit meherereon Interessenten eine usndelskm:i
nig," Cheng Ho Exploring &% Trading Company". Biuer der Akt: . |

ugre war der ehemslige freuzisische Consul Eric de Bischep
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Ohne Kenntunls davoo zu haben, dess E.d.B. 8ls onerwinschter '£

e

Apslinder deportiert werden sollte und nar doeh suf ein Pran—

zosischus Beniff zu warten hstte, dass ihn in irgensinem fran—
zdsischem [afen absatzen scllte, wards sr ghn der Kompenie

zum Keplitan gewdhlt.

Am 7 July 1947 iberlisss ieh des Schiff,d.es 8imeu Wort von

75 ooo Dollsr natte, der Kowpsnie fPiir Aktien mit der Bedingung ,
dass ich e finf Jahre spiter fir 15 ooo Doller zurdckegwaﬁban
kenn, Der Vertrag wurde registriext bei: Hegistxy of conva’gn—
cas for the Territory of Hawsil iw Sueh 2156, Seite 247-249,
Darin steht u.s, : The ssid Cheng Ho shsll be trasnsferred and
delivered to the seid Otto Degemer im event such option is
sxercised, together with her engines, macninery, m&sts, bouts B
anuhorﬁﬁ , cables, tackle, furniture snd sll other naaeaseriaa
thereunto apperteinimg snd belonging on hosrd snd free of =211 J
liens, clsims, texes eud incumbrances of any natars whatsover.

Las Schiff etend elsc unter der smeriksnischen Flssge nnd pe~

horte siner smeriksnischen Kompsuie,

1947 wurde de Bischpp besuftragt, eine Lsdung Wserem nach Pa—
peete, Tahiti, Fr. Kolonislgsbiet, zu Wringen. Er sellte die
Ladung dort verkasufen, mit dew Erlds Pranzbsische Weren erwer—
ben fiad inperhslb von 6 Wochen zariuok seinm, Anststt die Wei-
sumgen zu befolgsn, verkaufte er die Ladung, behielt das Geld
unrechtmissig fir privete Ausgsben zuriick, verksufte soger |
Teile des Sehiffes um privete Schulden zu decken und‘kahrta :
érst nech 8 Moneten wmit 2 Tomnen schwer verkdnflicher ¥ anille-
bohnen nach Heomeolufin zurliek. Er kem nur um Maschinenteile zu
bosorgen, die es nur in den U.S.A. gebl Das Schiff wurdo er—
neut geschitzt und es stellte sich heraus, dass es innerhalb
der surzon Zeit von 8 Monaten durch schlechte Bahandlung um

15 ooo TDollar sn Wert verlorea hotte, Vor dem Sesgericht zur

Verentwortung gezoges, verlor d. Blschpp den Frozess gegen mich

und <die anderen Intsressenten, Dsbei estellte es sigh suek herszuns
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dess de Bischop die Cheng Haniu the office of ths goveranor of
Tahiti sis cigentum registrieren liess und es uater dis frsn-
zoshsche Flagge gestellt hatte. Bin Betrogy zu dem die Frao—
zisiscben Kolonialbehdrden ibre Mithilfe nicht verssgt hsttenm,
Un wit dew Schwindler nichts mehr zu tun haben zu
uissen, verxaufte ich meoine Aktien und wartete die restlichen
visr Jshre ab, um dson dss Schiff lput Vertrag zurick nahman
und eine neue Kompanie grinden zu konnen, In den vier Jaﬁieq?

passierte nichts, nicht einmel SmkuwXaen von 3 oco Diollsr dfé'

d.Bishop wir und sndersn schuldte wurden zuriich bezshlt, gemsuedy

schweige deur Zinsen. Ich versuchte de Bischop mit Hilfe eines
franzdsischen Anwaltes, M,.H. Hoppenstedt, am Gerichtshof in
Tehiti suf Rickgsbe der 3oee Dollsr wit Zinsen za verklagen,
Der franzdsische Anwslt kassierts jedoch nut 150 Dollsr von
wir ond uaternshm nicats.

Um diese Angelegenheit emdlich zu regeln beschloss ich selbst
nsoh Tebiti zn gehen, die 3oce D, efmzufordern und gleich-
zeitig das Schiff lsat Kemtrekt gegen Zahlung der bereinbar—
ten Summe im Juli 1952 zuriickzunehmen, Ich beantrsgte die Visa
fiur HNeu Csledonien, woriiber msm fahren muss, am nach Tehiti
zu golsngen, und Tohiti (such Fremeh Ocesnis gensnnt], beim
franzoslaohan Konsul in 5an Franeiske. Der antwortete mir im

DoR. li. 1951. folgeudes:

*
-
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Cy B 4o Do [oerin
’ ._I? e ‘ .'..— S 24 Eas% 8L Street

L2 Tiew Tork, Hie Yo, ﬁuaaﬁc
la 3 Agut 1952,

lionaiour:
Remereiements nour voire bonne lettrs laguella J'ai recu ce umetin,
Je ouittai Hawnii pour etrs pres de Weshington cu je parviens 2 intercsser
eloues fonctiommnires Gee Ltate Unis et voire Anbasvadeur dens 1l'aileire
heng Ho. J'al ecrit maintenent au Lialetre des Affaires Eirangeres en
Parig. Je pense par leurs intercessions Lonsieur le Gouvernocur de Tahiti me
donne un vise vour ceties iles pour trois woins.

B

lmintenant enzel je puls employer mon option, entiercuent judiclsaire,
aoheter le batesu Cheng Mo si Q! je gigne un document de "confiscation,®
Tne sxaote oconis photostaticue de 1'originale eset en Foris chez smbsnssdeny
imevigsin et une emtre eu Yashington ehez Ambaseadeur Francnlse : |

Auesi, curiensenent, d'abord les fonctionnaires du Gouvernement de Tahiti |
ma perals d'acheter le batesu 11 etelt necessaire pour mol peyer L, Galloim,
: {3 piren 410,000 laquelle soime 11 perd coume
affroteur le decembre passe per naufrage, ide Gallois gtalt evidenuont om dee
faut paveequ'il deje payall 1s notej Copte Zrie deSlsechop me le payait page:
Hoie maintenmt zsrcequa mol, un Anericain, veux regagner mon batsau confors
moment o mom contrat de 7 Juin 1947, 1l naivement essayaltl de ne 1ui paver le
910,000 il perdrait, employant son captation comme Conselller Privel Cutte
mtion fortifiet mon argument que les Tonctionnsires &u Convernement szploys
ent lsure sutnrite specielle gt de 1z Yetion pour me de=
priver de mer droits. Comma cot affort eat ecla ranent injuste, je ne le fals
pas sttention au document de "confiscation™ de Tehitd, !

Zareeque une petite clique Trancaise pexr les mrchinations du opondamne
Gyie Aelisechop eccayer de me duper en Tzhiti n'est pes gue jeo perd m= conme
figmce aux homses ordinsiree ds France ou do la Fation, (En paseent, mon
pere est ne en Drunswick 1844 et euigre aux Ftats Unie circe 1868; s=on
grandepere est PeleCs Fonnsberg (1748-1812), le Frefet de Westrhalia du Hoi
Forome Tonaparte), Pour appuyer sur cette attitude de bomte, je deuand du
Chembre de Cormerce Franeéais en New York pour une liste des avocate frune
galg, non amerieains, et cholels leitre Rodrigue Bertol prendre ms couge,
Uaitre Sertol me dit de se garder de signer le docummt de "confiscation”
de Tahiti, 11, a sa rlace, escrit le document su-dossous et celuieci Jlai
sigrer pour Tahiti, L'acceptation labas, je pense, terminerait l'affalire

Cheng Ho,
Tleerie une lettre comme ca au Lepartement d'Btat au Washington sussi.

"purdavant isitre Rodrigue Hertol, Avoest, syant prete serment devent la’
Gour d'Appel de Remmes, le 11 Aout 1917 et devant la Cour Supreme de New
York, le 11 Avril 1922, Notaire Public, ot on son etude sise a lew York, ¥No,
165 Exoedweys

A gomperu: lonsienr le Doeteur Otto Degencr, Zotmiate, demeurent & lnlhie
leia Besch, Waialua, Oam, Territoire d'lawaii, Te ¢ ravt ne a Oran%e,
Ttat de New Jersey, Ztsts-Unie d'imeriqus, le 13 ial 1896, etant de ngtion=
alite americaine,

Le comparsnt eyant rreslsblement expose que 1e nevire a moteur Cheng Mo,
est cetuellement sous Je pevillon Truncais, mais que cette fraxclsation ryant
ete scocordee par Buite de fraude d'um precedent capitaine, i1 se reserve,
maig a le condition que cette stipnlation n'amnnule pas lzs presentes, de
faire pnmuler la dite fremelsation, ultienrement.

Le comparent se reserve cussi la Paculte d'hsbiter et de voysger sur le
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dite vapeur.
Le comparant a par ces presentes gonstitue pour son mmndetaire special

A gul 11 donne pouvoelr de pour luil et en son noms _ .
foms titner entre le soussleme ot Momeleur Openr Nordmsn, Negociant, de=
meurant a Papeete, et tous antres gu'il ¥y mara lieu, ume socicte a responsas 3

Bilite limitee, ov de toute smire forme admlse per les loia Prancalses, dew
veut evoir se plege a Papeete (Tahiti), et pour objets W
ilexploitation &1 batean e moteur Cheng Ho aysnt son port d'attache a !
Pepecte, et plus generclement 1m aone truction, la reparation, lfeffretecent ey
1'exploitation de tous batezux de m2T, VA
Lever au nom ou soussigne ou de toutes personnes ou soclstes que le wandae
taive svigers, 1'option cui lul & ste conferee par #a Socliste Cheng o Trade
{ng And Ixploring Company ILimited, sulverit contret intervenmu entre ledite
Soclete et le comperant le sept Juillet mil neuf cemt guarente-sept, el aux
tomnes @aguel il & ote corcede eu oompersnt la faculte d'zoguerir de lsdite:. .
Bociete de mavire Cheng Fo, aux termes et couditions prw¥vus par le ocontrat,
Feire 1'apport & la Societe a cunstituer du Benefice de 1'option sus~-cuons |
g8y ou du teieefy faisent 1'objet de cette option. _ '
Yaive cet apport pur eib egimple, moyennant 1'attribution de paris ou d'noe-
tione ou en faiwre l'epporitevenie, en recevoir 1s prix, en donner quitiznoe,
Asgister & toutes sssemblees et reunions d'sotionnsires ou de membres de
1a Soolete a constituer.
Prendre purt a toutes deliberstlons; conwnir de tous arrsngemente; SoRw, .
couzrir e la nominetion de tous gerents, administrateurs et liguidateurs.
Accepter su mom du comparant, tonte fonetion elective qui lul serait regoy
wme par les sotiomnaires ou nesocles de le Soclete = fomer, ‘
1n oas de diffioultes gquelconques, peraitre, tant en demendent gu'en des: .
fendant devent bouter juridictione competentes; axercer toutes zotions, ee
emo.tliari transiger en tout etat de ceuse, nommer tous arbitres et tiere are
bitres; s'en rapvorter a Jeurs decisions ou les contester; obtenir toutes .
decisions judiciaires cu aduinistratives; les falre executer par toutes les
voies et moyens de droit; amcouiescer = tous jucementz et srrete; interveniy
dens touten imstanoces. ™
hux effets ci-dessus, passer et sigmer tous actes, elire domieile; donner
tous pouvoivsj; substituer une ou plusicurs personnes dans tout ou pertie des
presents pouvolrs, avee faculte pour les mandateires substitues d2 faire
eux-meme toutes substitutions, revoquer tous mandate et substitutions, et v’
generalement fsire tout ce que le mandataire jugera utile et necesgaire,
Feit et passe 2 Yew York,
L'an wil neuf cent einguante deux
Lt le viugteetrois Juillet
%t epres lecture, le gomparant a gigne avec le Hotaire.
(Signe) Otto Degener®
0'gst naturellament lonsleur Oscer G, Nordman, ne en Tahiti et citoyem
de Frsnce, qui m'sidait demsscuer an fonctlomnaires du Couvernement de Yahi=
4i la éuplicite daengerenze du suave condamme Tirie de2isschop. i. dordman,
eutrefois habitent de Ionolulu et maitre de la longue englaise, ecoundait a
ms euppliostion au visque de ridicule ot impopularite par les ‘habitants
dupes de Tehitie. C'est lomsieur liordman, smis des Amsricains, qui pagem nt
mé conselillalt, fmstr; Lot dispose a expedisr des plaintes imprimece sux
50C membres de ma Congy en Vashington, permsttre las fonctlonnaires I
soulenent o rainer 1'affalre Cheng Hoy g

Veulillez agreer, lensieur, 1'exprecsion de mes sentiments distingues.
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Papeete, Tahiti August 7th 1952

Dear Mr. Degener

Last night I went over the correspondence I have received
from you and the whole " CHENG HO " affair.

My attention was drawn to your letter of 23 July wherein
you sald " The Nordman-Degener Co,Ltd." is launched by this time and
profits are accumulating” YOU ARE WRONG. The whole case boils down
to two basic courses - l.You can claim the " CHENG HO " and change
her registry back to American. In this case you must remove the ship
from these waters. She cannot be chartered or run privately.

2.~ You can claim the " CHENG HO " and let it remain under
French registry. In this case a Company must be formed wherein a
French citizen must control 51% and you 49%. The ship can then be
used for commercial purposes in French Oceania.

The aboce cases are the facts- in a nutshell. You can
yourself, do either one. You dont need a lawyer or a Deputy from
France or a member of the State Department to assist you. The boat is
in these waters. It is for you to act.

However, in either of the above cases, Mr. Gallois will
enter a claim for the money he has invested. I doubt if the Courts
will deny your option rights.

’ Maitre LEJEUNE, is not a lawyer, but a NOTARY. I choose
him after I tried to engage Maitres Guilpain and Vitry who wanted
100,000 Pacific Francs in fees, When I informed Maitre LEJEUNE, of
this matter he immediately took the case on saying it was simple and
required no lawyer.

It should be understood that the French Government did not
maliciously register the " CHENG HO " under the French Flag. They
were duped by M.Eric de Bisschop., Their Willingness to consider your
claim is to be considered.

As Tor M. Eric de Bisschop, you can forget him. He does
not dare to go pig hunting in the mountains for Mr, Gallois might be
around the corner waiting for him, Mr Gallois thinks Eric pulled a
fast one on him and he means to have his pound of flesh,

Mr. LEJEUNE, has located some of the spare gear removed
from the vessel and has ordered it held intact pending the settlement
of this affair.

As I have pointed, I stayed awake most of the night going
over every phase of this case. I have come to the conclusion that I
have I have made about every successful move that can be made. I
have neglected some of my own work to carry on with this affair so
that there would be no slipup. I no longer feel that I have the time
to devote to this matter.

Mr. LEJEUNE is fully acquainted with this matter and is
definitely capable of bringing it to whatever conclusion you may
desire. I therefore propose that from the receipt of yhis letter you
gial directly with him. Upon your advice I will turn my file over to

m’

I will figure up my bills for cables,etc,and deduct this
sum from the $100.. My time I will donate free. You may direct the
disposition of the balance.

I sincerely wish you the best of luck in your future
dealings, and hope to see you when you come to Tahiti.

W Sincerely
Osecar G. Nordman

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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JG/TH
HA/FA

Métro = Duroc et St-Frangols-Xavier

Adresse t&égraphique & Colonies-Paris
- SEGur 25.00 - Postz n*

Téiéphone | oictran 16,70

ne 55‘01,/“;(5/@’

REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE

(Nom du Service)

g i Direction des AFFATKES
' POLITIQUES
FRANGE D'OUTRE-MER 4° Tureau
27, rue Oudinot - PARIS (7
Piéce n* Erage
Paris, le i 4 Ayl ,952 194

lMonsieur le Deputé et Cher Colligue,

Vous aviez bien voulu me faire tenir la lettre
gqui vous avait été adressée le 20 Wai 1952 par M.

sements

accordéd

N* 1158, — France d'Ouire-Mer. — Divers services, — 1948, (J. Z. 830001.) (8)

Assemblée Nationale
PALAIS POURBUN
PRART 8

Kongieur Jean-dacques JUGLAS
Député da Lou et Garonne

Otto DEGENER, citoyen américain résidant aux Iles
Hawal, pour se plaindre de ce gue le visa d'entréde
4 Tahiti 1luvi ait été refusé sans raison valable par
les Autorités de Papeete.

J'ai 'honneur de vous faire connaltre que je
viens d'@tre informé par M. le Gouverneur des Etablis-

Frangais de 1'Ccéanie, & qui j'avais demandé

des précisions sur les failts relatés par M. DEGENER,
qu'un viea d'entrée a4 Tahiti, valable trois mois a été

4 1'intéressé. Celui-eci a déja été avisé de la

mesure prise 4 son égard.

Venillez agréder, Monsieur le Député et Cher Col-
légue, l'assurance de ms considération tres distingude.

ey
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WA /FA

REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE

—_— (Nom du Servico)

Adrasch iharahique : Caories o MIKETERE Directiondes AFFAIRES
resse télégraphi : -Pari ;
; | SEGur 25.00 - Poste n" “"-‘ POOL%E IQUES

(TP | suftren 16:70 FRANCE D'OUTRE-MER 4¢ Burean

N° 1158, — France d'Dutre-Mer. — Divers services. — 1948, (J. Z. 830001.) (3)

27, rue Oudinot - PARIS (79 Pibiae Eiags
. Y505/t P =

Parls, le = 194
' 1952

.
S,

Monsieur le Ministre et Cher Collegue,

Par lettre du 13 Mai 1952, vous aviez bien
voulu attirer l'attention de ¥, le Ministre des
Affaires Btrangéres sur la requéte d'un citoyen

américain résidant aux lles Hawal, M. Otto DEGENER,
qui se plaignait de ce gue le visa d'entrde a Tahiti
lui ait été refusé sans raison valable par les Auto-

rités de Papeete.

J'al l'honneur de vous faire connaltre que je

viena d'8tre informé par M. le Gouverneur des Btablis-
sements Frangais de 1'Océanie, & qui j'avais dem=ndd
des pré&isions sur les faits relatés par N, DEGENER,
gu'un visa d'entrée & Tahiti, valable trois mois a

été accordé & 1'intéressd. Celui-ci a déja été aviss

de la me sure prise & son égard.

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Ministre et Cher

Collégue, l'assurance de ma haute considdrationm.

(
Mongieur Tony REVILION ’?"
Député de 1'Ain 7\
Seerétaire d'Etat aux
Affaires Economiques
41, Quai Branly

PARTIS

Transmis & ...
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H:M--
ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE

JeAN MEDECIN 14 hoQt 1952
BEPuTE-uann oE Wik AR LN, 4—A = 125 —
FATSISENT DU CoNamL SimENaL
DS ALPFES-MANITIMES

Monsieur,

d'ai bien regu votre let-
tre du 29 juillet dernier et je vous
en remercie,

de 1'ai lue avec intdérét
et je vous félicite sincdrement pour
vos t ravaux et recherches scientifiques

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur,
1'expression de mes s entiments dis-
tingués.

Ie Député-Maire,

POUR LE MAIRE
TAADIOLNT DG O

Monsieur Otto- DEGENER
24 Bast 82 Street
~-NEW-YORK -

=054 .~
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CONSULAT DE FRANCE
A VANCOUVER

N® 1255

Monsieur Otte DEGENER
WATAHUA
- waf -

VANCOUVER. LE 21 Aofit 1952

Monsieur

Le Ministére des affaires étrangéres auquel
J'avais transmis votre lettre du 20 Avrll m'a infor=
mé qu'une enqudte est actuellement en cours.

Je ne manquerai pas de vous informer des ré-
sultats de cette enquéte dés qu'il me seront communi=-
qués.

Recevez, Monsleur, les assurances de ma con=-
sidération distinguée.
Pour le Consui
et P. O

sl B
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ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE ¢ SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME CABLE ADDRESS

DCE_RNIG' MAISON NORDMAN OCEANIC
FOURNISSEUR - SHIPCHANDLER :
PROVISIONS SHIP'S SUPPLIES
POUR NAVIRES PAPEETE - TAHITI -y

September 4, 1952

Dear Mr. Degener

I have received a letter dated Paris, France,
August 15th,1952, in which you ask me to send you a copy of my
idea of a Nordman-Degener Co.,also a contract and a carbon copy
or photo of the Cheng Ho transfer out of de Bisschop's clutches.
Also , a newspaner clipping of de Bisschop being arrested would
also be useful and that you need these papers when you drop in
at the American Ambassador's office in Paris.

The " Cheng Ko " arrived in Papeete harbor from her
lasttventure August 24th, and is now in the stream waiting for
events.

On August 7th, I addressed you a letter, explaining
to you the whole situation, and telling you of my intention to
refrain any longer in assisting you in the " Cheng Ho " affair,
for the simple reasaon that you do not want to agree in signing
the contract made by Notary Lejeune.

The " Cheng Ho " still flies the French flag, and in
order that she can trade in these islands and retain the flag
of France, the contract must be signed giving you ¥9% and to me
51%. or else you come to Tahiti and take delivery of the vessel
and put her back under the American flag.

You better come to Tahiti and solve the probvlem
instead of going to Stockholm, Paris .

7

How ean‘grrest de Bisschop, without a proof that he
did all the mischiefs., T have many times asked you to sign Mr.
Lejeune's contract, no you send me a document made by yourlLawyer
Maitre BERTHOL, which doen't fit the reguirements of the Tahiti
laws.

There are two things to solve the case, is for you to
sign the contract, or take the vessel away under the American flag.
In one of your letter you mentioned giving 1% to the Tahiti
Museum and the other 1% to the New Caledonia one. That is very
good, but delays the actions, as we will have to have the Pres,
of each Institutions to sign the contract, will they sign it ?

My last plea to you is to come to Tahiti, and settle
everything yourself,... you have writting to Mr. Gallois, and he
gives the 1dea that he wants to collect $10.000, keep away from
him,.... I have lost many charters for your slowness, but T think
is for the best..... So Come at the earliest, T'll wait for you

With best wishes Faithfully ﬂ# Cay

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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RODRIGUE BERTOL
ATTORNEY AT LAW
165 BROADWAY
NEW YORE 6. NEW YORK

CADLE ADDRESS: “'CIVILAW'' NEW YORK
TELEPHONE BEEXMAN 3-5765-8

5 September 1952.

Mr. Otto Degener,
¢/o American Express Compeny,
Paris.

Dear Sir:

I wish to thank you for your cards, but I
have not as yet received your book, of which I have al-
ready read part and which was of great interest to both
myself and my family.

I have received an answer from Mr. Cochin,
the partner of Mr. Richecoeur, the attorney retained
by me. Mr. Cochin immediately got in touch with Mr.
ggjeun:, your notary. In order to handle the matter,

e wants:

1) & copy of the by laws of the Cheng-Ho
Trading end Exploring Company;

2) Some document showing that the aforeaaid
corporation is valid under the Laws of Honolulu;

3) A note concerning the modifications which
were:-brought to the Corporation since its formation;

4) A copy of the report of experts which was
made in 1947 and by which the value of the ship was es-
timated at $75,000.00.

I believe that concerning the aforesaid docu-
ment, I should get in touch directly with the attorney
who represents you in Honolulu. To do so, I need & few
lines from you to this effect.

Mr. Cochin glso informs me that Mr. Galleis,

who is actually in possession of the Cheng-Ho, pursuant
to an agreement dated January 5, 1950, has a lien on the

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Mr. Otto Degener s = .5 _September 1952.

ship for the sum of 100.000 frencs, and that Mrs. Mathilda
Constable of Honolulu, also has a mortgage for 1.634.828
francs. Mr. Cochin is of the opinion that the ship was ir-
regularly granted the French nationality and that there
might be an interest in disclaiming such nationality in
order to avoid the claims above enumerated.

It is to be wished that the transfer of the ship
shall be made emicably and in order to zvold expenses, Mr.
Lejemne proposed the depreciation of ship between 1947 and
1952 should be evaluated at §15,000, which is the repurchase
price.

To effectuate the legal transfer of the ship, it
would be necessary to have the Power of Attorney given by
the legal representative of Cheng-Ho Trading Company to a
resident of Papeete. 1 cculd prepare such document if you
gave me the name of the representative of the company. I
understand that Mr. Bischopp was and may still be such re-
presentative. Under the Laws of France, 51% of the shares
of the French corporation to be formed should belong to
French citizens. As I told you, you should keep 49% of
such shares in your name and have 2% in the name of persons
who would act as "dummies" and who should be French citigens.
Viould you kindly give me the name of two of your friends
living anywhere, but who are French citizens.

Mr. Cochin suggests that the capitel stock of
the corporation should be 500.000 franes.

Would you kindly communicate with me and give me
promptly yours tructions. The matter, as you can see, is
guite complica and will reguire a great deal of work
on the part of Mr. Cochin and mgself. When you authorize me,
1 shall communicate with your attorneys in Honolulu end will
get a clearer picture of the sttuation. I suggest that you
naill me a retainer of $250.00 to be divided among-Messrs.'.
Chchin, Richecoeur and myself. We will also have some ex—
penses in Honolulu. I understand that your intention is to
go to Papeete upon your return from Eurcpe. Would you kindly
let me know when you plan to be in Papeete.

With my best personal regards, I am
Very truly yours,

A

RODRIGUE BERTOL.

Hunt Institute for E tation
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ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE

le Cénéral KCENIG

e du Bas-Rhin

Commissior

ifanse Natlonale

lionsieur Otto DEGENER
VATALUA
CAEU

( Hawai) U.S.A.

REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE
LIBERTE -~ EGALITE - FRATERNITE

e e § Saptembre I952

Monsieur,

J'ai le plaisir ds vous faire oconnaitre
que je viens d'Stre informé par Monsieur le Ministre
de la France d'Outre-Mer, que Monsieur le Gouverneur
des Etablissements Frangais d'Qcéanie, vous aveit
accordé un visa d'entrée A Tahiti pour une duréde de
trois mois,

s Heureux de vous en aviser, je vous prie
d'agré-r, lonsisur, l'expression de mes sentiments
diatinguaﬂ-

U

Pierre KCENIG

Hunf Institute for Botanical Documentation
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SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

PAPEETE - TAHITI

September 18, 1952

Dear Mr. Degener

I have received a card from you dated Stockholm,
September 1, and that you visited Narvick, Norway.and you
are driving down to places and thence to London, and on to
Paris, France.

The " Cheng Ho " is still tied up in the bay of
Papeete, and not earning any money for you for the reason
that the ownership is not settled.

You must come down and fix things up, or the ship
will deteriorafie 1lying too long in infested torredo waters.

You mention that you think Mr. Galleois, will fit
in the chartering of the " Cheng Ho ", you know well that
he had the vessel for over 4 years, never pald a franc on
the charter and still elaim more than 400.000 francs.

Up to now I am no more interested in forming a
company, I have walted too long to have you decided about
the " Cheng Ho " case, which I put all my time in putting
it into shape.

Again I ask you to come right down to Tahiti,
and put things in order.

With best wishes te you

Fai thfullyua

Oscar G. Nordman

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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CABLE A AEES CrViLAW NEW YORe
TELEMBONE FTErMAN J-53788-®
Vo,
. E
_ AR \ RODRIGUE BERTOL
J ’

I65% BROADWAY

NEW TORR E.M T

23 September 1952.

Mr. Otto Degener,
¢/o Americen Express Cie.,
Paris.

Dear S8ir:

I thank you for your letter of September 18th.
The letter from Mr. Cochin was clear and as I understand
that you are going to Tahiti, I would advise you to dis-
cuss this letter with one Paris attorney specialized in
corporate matters as the questions involved sre rather
complicated. I do not think that you will find in Tahiti
a competent attorney to discuss these questions and I would
like you to be fully prepared when you resch Tahiti.

I eam mailing your letter to Mr. Bryan and in the
meantime I want to thank you for your book. Do not for-
get to come to see me when you return to New York.

With my best wishes, I am

Very truly yours,
i
1 e
RODRIGUE BERTOL.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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23 Sept. I1952.

NOTE SUR AFFAIRE NORDMAN/DEGENER }

1 s

Dans ses lettres en date respectivement du 7 Aofit et du
4 Septembre I952, Monsleur NCRDMAN expose les deux seules solutioms
que, en accord avec Maltre LEJEUNE, 11 estime possibles pour que le
"CHENG HO"™ puisse 8tre exploité aux ETABLISSELENTS FRANCAIS DE

L'OCEANIE.

81 wvous cholsissez la solution de laisser le bateau sous
pavillon frengais, i1 faut que la Soclété dont dépendront les opéra- [
tions commerciales traitées soit & majorité frangaise et gque le
Gérant soit également frangais.

Je pense que vous pourriez aslors garder personnellement la
propriété du bateaun. C'est un point de droit maritime gue je fais
vérifier. Je n'al pas encore de réponse, d'ou le retard de cette note.‘

Dans l'affirmative, vous pourriez @
I°) Gerder la propriété du beteau.

2°) Donner la gestion & une Société frangaise S.A.R.L. & un petit
capital , I00.000 frencs pacifiques,par exemplegy pour que les
frais de constitution solent feibles. Si d'autres capitaux sont
néecessaires, ils pourront &tre prétés.

Ce capital de IC0.000 frencs pacifiques sereit réperti

entre &

- 499 américain (vous)

- 5I% frangais (Mr. NORDMAN et les amis qu'il désignerait)
I1 veut mleux Btre plusieurs porteurs de parts pour les Assemblcées,

3°) Vous passeriez un contrat de gestion avec la Société,
T1 semble que ce contret devrait prévoir :

a) Location du bateau aux meilleures conditions en stipu-
lent qu'une assurance dolt constamment couvrir les
risques pour la valeur acceptée (en franes pacifiques,
seule monnaie légale).

b) Surveillance et entretlen du batesu.

¢) = 601 des bénéfices pour vous,
- 40% des bénéfices pour la Société.

De cette manidre, vous retrouveriez, par vos 49%%¢ du
Capital, environ 20f des bénéfices dans votre Société, ce qui

portera votre part & 80%.
Le Gérant, Mr. NORDMAN aurait alors environ 20% des béné-

fices par ses 5I% du capital.

R A [

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



1 --./...-8-

D'autre part, il faudrait que la Société assure au Gérant
un fixe quels que soient les résultats de l'exploitation
(I5.000 francs pacifiques par exemple), le travail du Gérant
devant &tre, de toutes manidres, rémunéré. Ce fixe serait passé
en frais Généraux avant tout partage de bénéfices.

Vous pourriez définir le bénéfice ainsi 3
A L'ACTIF.......R0c8ttes de locationS..issssesiss X

AU PASSIF.......Dépenses diversesS..ceesessD
{répaiations, entretien,
etc..

AmortissementS..ssscesssssh
AvDim i at e X

BENEFICE =X = Y

o

Bien noter gu'il est impossible de savolr d'avance ce que
sera le bénéfice. Le marché de location est varisble et étroit.

Avant d& pouvoir &8tre loué, le "CHENG HO" devrait,
eroyons-nous, subir de grosses réparations. Il y aurait done
des sommes importantes & sortir avant d'envisager des bénéfices.

Uneautre solution consisterait & vendre purement et
simplement le bateau & TAHITI dans son état actuel, Peut-8tre
1'Administration accepterait-elle que le paiesment wous solt fait
en dollars.

81 vous pensez aller & TAHITTI bientdt, il serait préférable,
comme vous l'éorit Monsieur NORDMAN, d'attendre d'2tre sur place
pour régler cette question. Sinon, il est évident que vous perdez
chaque mois davantage en laissant votre bateau inactif.

R

P e
=Ci-joint les 2 lettres de Mr.NORDVMAN en date des 7 Aot et
4 Septembre 58.

=

JEAN BrREAuD

Brte g wnesEliveres _a‘-/.;,/' b
Liloncts & Fle G s f(/%é%fw
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CONSULAT DE FRANCE
A VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER. LE __ELS.E_}lhﬂmhm_._.mg_.
N° 1397

Monsieur

Comme suite 4 ma lettre du 21 Aolt j'al
1'honneur de vous faire savoir que les autorités de
Papeete vous ont accordé une autorisation pour un
séjour de troils mois,

Vous serez donc en mesure de défendre sur
place vos intéréts comme vous l'avez demandé,Le visa
nécessaire vous sera délivré dés réception de votre

passeport.
Recevez, Monsieur, les assurances de ma
considération
Powr le Conami
. ab0 ‘%
—/w-—'

Monsieur Otto DEGENER
WATAHUA
UANU - Hawal

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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s SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

CARLE ADDRESS

SHIFFING AGENT
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ASSEVBIEE NATIONALE

Secrétariat Général paris, 1o - 7 NOV 1959
de la Présidence

M onsiaur,

J'ai 1'honneur de vous informer gua 1a Commission du
Suffrage universel, du réglement et des petitions & décidé,

sur le rapport de M. MINJOZ , de renvoyer voire
tition du 22 juin 1952 et enregistrée soue le n%2

1'examen de M. le ministre de la France d'outre-mer.

Je ne manquerAi pAs de vous faire connaitre en temps
utile 1a suite gui lui Aura &té réservée,

Veuillez Aagréer, Monsieur , 1'expression de mes’
sentiments distingues,. '

Lo Secrétaire Général
de 1'Assemblée Nationale et de la Présidencs,

e

Monsieur Otto DEGENER

WATALUA
OAHU
(HawaX)
U, 5uA.
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OCEANIC Maison NOROMAN OCEANIC
FOURNISSEUR - SHIPCHANDLER
PAPEETE-TAHITI December 11, 1952

/ woneasr wesenwr OERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME donti K

Mr. Otto Degener
C/o American Express Co.
Paris TFrance it

b
\ Dear Mr., Degener
i

3 I have your letter post marked, Berlin, Cermany, and
I contents duly noted.

You must realize that you have an obligation with Mz,
Eric de Bisshop, for the amount of $15000.00, due July 7 1952.
I wrote you several times regarding this mabtter, and before you
ean form a Company, this oblization must be fulfilled, !

H{ Honsieur Lejeune, lotary Public, wanted to put a claim
/ against Mr, Eric de Bisschop, for dismembering the vessel, and’
= that may result in cancelling the $15000.00 that you had to pay.

Now you want to fight the French Government, for the
payment of $60.000.00,... the " Cheng Ho " is still demobdlized,
and from I hear Mr.Eric de Bisschop, is to arrive at Papeate on
the 25th of december 1952, at |

If Capt. Eric de Bisschop, has fraudulently cheated 4
the authorities in Tahitl, and gained thejtransfer of the vessel !
from American to French registry, he will®punished, the Govern-
ment of French Oceania can only arrest Capt, Eric de Bisschop.

Why dont you act differently, and have Monsisur Lejeune
take the afrfair in hand instead of you messing about the case
with the State Department,

; I know for fact that the claim that Nr. Gallois has
against the " Cheng Ho " will be thrown out of Court, if he try
to take it to Court.

I hope I said snough for this time, wishing you a
i Merry Christmas a Happy and Prosperous New Year

'.l Fai t? Wcmrg

\ Oscar G. Nordman

' Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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