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January 19, 1852

lre Oscar G, Nordman
Papeete, Tghiti

Dear Mr, Nordman:

Reference is made to my letter of September 10,
1961.

recently received fram Mr. Hoppenstedt. I do

i not belleve that there 1s any reason why we can-

e~ not proceed againat de Bisschop and the Cheng Ho.
sl Hoppenstedt apparently does not want to go ahead

Juv Y Vst g0 18 looking for reasons not to. The matters he

éh- 7L_.,w--" [ mentlons are largely fabricatlions.

) !!
TR £ Enelosed, for your infarmation, is copy of letter
e £ r
.

4
L

Very truly yours,

David N. Ingman

DNI:gy
Enec.

Notation on Envelope: By way of Fiji to make connection
with Trapas or Air France Plans
at Nandi
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CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE
A SaAN FrRANCISCO

oo GRS SV W UL 1) O T Y February lst, 1952

In mErLving meres 1o Nusses |

Mra Otto Degener
P.0. Bax 187
Waialua

Oshu,

T. He

Dear Sir:

I wish to inform you that your visa for New Caledonia
has been granted for one year.

I have not yet received the Governor's decisiom
regarding your visa application for French Oceania and I will

let you know as soan as I receive it,

Truly yours,

The Consul General of France

1~ k477
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I CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE

A SaN FrRaNCISCO
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| Faiing og narrgiew Le Mowiss | A 1-1-1/'l 56 —j (o] g_ F.m l.t’ 1952
| In weriving werew vo Nuwees |
i
|
|
| Mrs Otto Degener
‘ P.0, Bax 187
! Waialua
' Oahu,
T, B,
_ Dear Sir:
I wish to inform you that your visa for New Caledonia
has been granted for one year.
| I have not yet received the Governor's decision
) regayding your visa application for French Oceania and I will
let you know as soon as I receive it,
Truly yours,
i
b
¥
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i e sins < oinsn 1 A1/ 36 <06 § February lst, 1952

Tn mercvien weens ve Nuwses |

¥

Otto Degener
Bax 187

N

.0,

g

Dear Sir:

xmuMnmutmmrehM‘“«
_ bas-been granted for coe yeer. ! '
Ihnuummummom'sm ¢
regarding your visa application for French Oceania and I will
let you know as soon as I receive it,
Truly yours,

The Consul General of France

| 37/
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H. HOPPENSTEDT ' .
AVOGAT - DEFENSEUR
BOITE POSTALE : 517
PAPEETE - TAHIT PAPEETE, LX .08 DENEBET s K10 58
OTEANIE FRANCAIST
——

:"‘f‘ -
Otto DEGRER

Mokuleia Beach

VATATUA = QaHU I.H,

Dear Vr. Segener,

Ko Zour Tavor of 20 th. ult. through ¥r. O, HORGHAN duly
reached ma’s :

Tou will excuse me not to write zou direcily but it 1s
& rule smongst french barristers nct to get in touch with
ihelr @lients as for as iliey have lawyers.

_ i tsize good note of the tenor of your letter especially
that Fou have turned over your power of attorney to ¥r.Oscar
NORTIEAN.

4s soon as I will receive an answer from Mr. Ingnan,
concerning a few points especlally the mortgage taken favor
fathilde Sonstable, T will then call on Mr. O. NORDMAN.

T wish you & fine botanizing trip; I hope to read In
Tortheomlng FI M relation of wour trip as T already &id for
Zormer trips.

Yours trulys.

/
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CoNsULaT Giesrnar DE FuaNee

A SAN FraNCison

AL/ 6 - {0 ¥ Fobruary lst, 1952

Msmans |

Mrs Otto Degener
P.0, Bex 187
Wainlua

Oabu,

T. K.

Dear Sir:

I wish to infarm you that your visa for New Calsdonis
has been granted for ome year.

I bave nbt yet received the Governar's decision
Tegarding your visa application for French Oceania and I will
let you know as som as I receive it,

Truly yours,

The Consul General of France

g k4]




COPY

H. HOPPENSTEDT
Advocat - Defenseur
Boite Postale: 517
Papeete - Tahiti

Oceanie Francaise Papeete, Le February 1, 1952

Mr.
Otto DEGENER
Mokuleia Beach
WAIALUA - OAHU T.H.

Dear Mr. Degener,

Your favor of 20 th. ult. through Mr. O. NORDMAN duly
reached me.

You will excuse me not to write you directly but it is
a rule amongst french barristers not to get in touch with
their clients as for as they have lawyers.

I take good note of the tenor of your letter especially
that you have turned over your power of attorney to Mr. Oscar
NORDMAN .

As soon as I will receive an answer from Mr. Ingman,
concerning a few points especially the mortgage taken favor
Mathilde Constable, I will then call on Mr. O. NORDMAN.

I wish you a fine botanizing trip; I hope to read in
forthcoming P I M relation of your trip as I already did for
former trips.

Yours truly.

/s/ HOPPENSTEDT

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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SERTCAN" Z-BASSY, PaiS

February 8, 1952
AR TCAl ATTURNEYS raaCTICTNG L Satis: F
]
shile the persons naued below are believed to be reliable,
10 responsibility can be assumed by the .alerican Eubassy at rsris
’or their ability or inte.rity. 1'

JINAafDRR, Leon 161 Blvd. Haussmann, Paris 8 (ELY 00-¢1)

s .24 N, Rici.ard G« 5 ave. de 1'Opéra, Faris (OF: 27-40)

343N.RD, Robert O., 40 Cours albert ler, Paris (BalL 356-80)

SATTER, Carl Jr. 78Q 3 —Paris—(0rQo~d4

ETCX1ZY, remdleton, 1 Place du Palais Bourbon, Paris (INV 11-51)

BRLIN, Lawrence %. 52 Ave. des Chat:ps Elysées, Paris (BaL d&=T )

BRODEUR, James, 10 Ave. de .legsine, Faris ( LiB ©4-50)

CAIPBELL, Charles, Jr. 10 Place de la Concorde, Paris (4457 12-16)

QOlITR, Benjanin H. 5 ave. de 1'Opéra, Faris  (OPE 27-40)

OROLL.N, Richard J,» 1 Rue du Boccador, Paris (LLY 91-25)

DAVITR, Peul 11 Rue Chasseloup-Laubat, rfaris (5Ur 75-8%)

DIN'S, Donald Hef2 aris—(OPE-Go=ut)—

GEIN i, dJohn P{ 352 ave. des Champs Elysées, raris (LY 10-31)

HUTCILENG, John 11Bis Ave. de ..adrid, Neuilly ((LI Jo-65)

K® IFNDR, Pred 52 aAve. des Champs Elysées, raris (Bal 40-11%)

LON3, .wlcolm E. 46 Rue du Faubourg St.lionoré, Psris (4T 44-862)

ANLEY, Robert H., 27bis Avenue Foch, rfaris (COZ 59-88)

CILLTR, Gethins C.¥e0—Place Veniome; Paris (075 ¢35=84)—

1ICORY, Richard H. <0 Cours slbert ler, Faris (BAL 56-B80)

PRTROFF, Oleg Peter 52 Ave. des Chaups Flysées, Paris (BaL 40-14)

PORTER, Russell H. 64bis Rue de lionceau, Faris (LAB 52-45)

PORTLR, Russell M. 64bis Rue de ilonceau, Paris (LiB 32=45)

LRESTON, .-illiam 4. 25 Rue Taitbout, Paris (210 ©65-18) P

ROBINSON, John R. 52 ave, des Champs Elysées, Faris (ELY 01-60)

SCH.ARTZ, Frank 52 Ave. des Champs Elysées, Paris (BAL 40-18)

SHOUP, .iex 52 iAve. des Chaups Tlysées, Faris (ELY 01-80)

SPENOCXR, Richard 69 uai d'Orsay, Paris (INV 98-43)

SULLIVAK, Harold 52 ave. des Chaups Elysées, Paris (BAL 44-74)

SZLAPKA, Stephen S. 92 dve. de l‘Gpéra; Faris (OFE 35-67)

TORELl, Charles 52 ave. des Ohamps Elysées, Paris (ELY 01-60)

(EBB, Thomas 52, Ave. des Champs Elysées, Paris (ELY 01-60)

GVINDELL, Alex H. ioulin de Bar par Pontchartreain, Seine et Oise
tel: 14 Les .lousseauz

PATENT ATTORNEYS:

mlCHAELIS, Karl 20 ave. de Friedland, Parisaéi‘:? 46-18)
We David LAMBERT, 55 avenue Karceau

x Jlg e allcah st by 263
Me. Jean DATLLY, 44 AVENUE D'Iena

Me L. SHIRIAN, 7 Rond-Point Mirabeau "
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Adcesse Telegraphique: -~
| OCEANIC , _ - -
SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

MAISON NORDMAN
FOURNISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER
PAPEETE — TAHITIL

MESSAGERIES MARITIMES UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY
THE OCEANIC S5. CO. Agent: PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY OF NEW ZEALAND LTD.
MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY UNITED STATES LINE
HM.N.Z. NAVY Fehraary 20+h 1957 H.M. NAVY
HMA. NAVY 5 5 : UNITED STATES NAVY
ETC. ETC.
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horowith gives nodlos of his wish bo oxsrolse Lhis apuonf 1o s
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I || ' vat de yar in .hhitl

(April 19&R)
3
Otto ﬁegener

{Stbmitted for publioation o "The Amcrican Irstitute of Siologiosl §slen

sasi )

Yhe onne fabulouw teek snd ormplisr mouds Jurk-yaokt Shesis Ho, owmod
by Nras Arne frakbold of fashington, D. J., was ueed for tio selontific
oxpuditiory. Purlng the fivat, Vrs. Arohbvold, with Or. end 2vh. David
Felrohilsd me guosta, combed the ‘met Irdies for plante of hortlsultaral
valus for Ameries. During the sesond, lrs. Avshbols, with m group of
solentiflo workers, cunsentrated on purely blolsgionl snd goographicel
atodies In savd adout Fijl end pelgbborirg arohipslagves. 1t wue during
thiu expefiition that The writer colloeted pood flowasrimg end Mitinf
matarizl of & new plant family of the Ordsr Ranslps,.

¥ith sfvent of the lecond Terld Ter, Srs. Arsibold wold the Oheng Ec
gor £1.00 to the United #tates Pevye. inchored in Psarl Yarber, thle vene
el szo umed for sone time sy g weathar ebavlon. Jegelring ownerchly
szurtly after the Armietics, ¥rs. Arohbold roxt scld the Cheng Ko %o
the writor.

Impessible for & men of ordinary moam to run & 08 £1., ses.going
vesgel like she Uheng Eo, the new ownor furmed the Chang o Treding &
Exgloring 0., ingorporating in Hunolulue Mo next sold the Ohang Ho S0
this gompany for sharen cn opondition he rotaln the ripght to asil st
lannt onge & yesr on tha voaduel with acme £8llow sslentist to butarize
interestiog South les Salande while the graw unloeded end lisded gprges
do slso renerved the optior 0 puralizgs his Zogumer vessel In tha sume
oo unidition in whiish ke nwd scld sur (spprfBel walus [75,000) 1a
July 1968 for 115,000, =teckholdera, b 9ides the writar, wera aone of
Ele formar ovotoscs shs had Dotunized in the }'.'ljl. #nl Fewaliar Tolands
with hinm pa slest lebels in meny museums stisat; » few lossl oarpenters,
Tishvrger and maoharlse: erd 4 formar ['rengh Jongul, This lagt ausve
aantlienay wem nol only B bxillsd --wle,g: or bBut g sirilled achansr B2
well. Tone of Ein gompanions Enew thet u8 - with the frazdem of the
pity st his eomenad - was gubject to dapartation Peom the Unlted States

f#n undogizesble allen,

Mo Uhang o was finslly reediof, and cur Zegtels Affd ﬁht SE-Quhm
gul, oommigsivped %o webd vwell alth = mlxed earge, lnalnﬂlng_ £10,000
worth of sdzary, for fahifl., e wes Vo sell those Amarissn umahuu_

SHere, returulng withir 3ls aseks itk a serpo of ¢rench warid., [nasead

of rosurping 1n olx weeks, he voturned te Somnplulu after slgnt wonthise.
pornileds and with but oo tong of vanillse bosns, tiwe & drcy on the

markot, #ndl o pet nlg named "Otto." s Had @quandired tha ecupEry's Fos -
Sourecs,, oven %0 the sxtenmt of galling lesungh 'Gid Boulpnart, on elne,
somer uhld womg. Oue o hip ciratlcal mlzmerpgement, 4 new eppraisel 8y
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Anta Freneh to Tecllitata thelr usu 1o the Pupests Uourt where our {'

Tanity and to take Over ths Cherz Mo mesording Lo Cunirect bo UEe 48 &

Asndw for oné yusr, Sut the Tovarnor of Tshivl, is whese effice "0y &

a8 axpers ubowod the ORare Mo to Ba rerih but 160,000, o loss of
B1B,000 in slsht momthe! In 7edursl and _arpitorlal Souste durine tha
eash of trisls shad Followsd, 4% was setioilsmad (het the vowgedl Rai Léen
Fopistored in ths amptalin'e mpe o Tekitl “instead of thet of Sho 20.%,
#nd tlst thls "sma dne 10 n slerlcsl orror im the offias of tha Sovernor:
of Sshini.”

Aller tha eouriroeom swcke hed olomad, wo find tist jollicla ralativas

ef The ouptein had bought cp must of cur sheres, st wo had nossepteld

An Fa0ul., for 02,000, and thet the writer knd roefflrmed his option

§0 purshzae tha Uhsrg Yo for 15,000 in Joly 158° In the atme Eood vob-
diticn in whloh ho had 30ld her. Qhen tha undesireabia euptols, orfered
s sooond tine te bo deported; =nd the frisndly grusting "Otsof,” never
parnitted te root in Zawaiior asil), énilszd from Averlcar waters Im the
theng Eo for Tahiti, Ihiz traveplred lour orF five yeers ago.

, ¥elling to recolva aithar princlysl or interest on the 13,000 luan,
we Ameriosns engaged an atiorney in Impaste Yo roprveent he. e paid
hi=, =8 requoetod, (100 tc tranelsate Cherg lu docsmente from Feglish

fronch sttorney wes to ploed for ws. Thep we pald him ws desired, anf | .
additional 150, for sowme saemingly good resson. Uith that last payment, '
reglies from Popaets o our enxious esguirles becsme conspivuous by L
thalr sbsence. After eboul & yoer's Crustreling weit, e woke us t0 the ¥

faost that cur %180 had veen psld in win.

Hsking to Ree t0 the odlieatlion of the (3,000 (Qadbt purumﬁy in

sergo vesael and botaenicnl hepdgusrters for the acllestluor of the fasy -
voniahlog notive flora of tha South fees, the writer srate fir vigas
to fenge, Yow Ueledonia and Tehitil.

ke Tusen of the Tndepenfant Aingdesm of Tonge tow will Ellow Big ¢
rogide in her reslm for six moaths, Uhe Franch Soverzor of Mew Oaledools,
where the ariter owns no assats, Wil sllos hik to réside §o klo Le-

clerical arrer,” & formar Frunch Cunsul roglstered h{ "error® or fireud .
tke Uberig No 28 Kis omn properity, has daried the mrltar a viss %o vigit

kEin izlendsd By such sob he very sffeoctively sevobtaser the writer from
avllevting €or kimaslf snd othar Azcriesn citisane a 15,000 debt, and '

abeta =& nulnale&mm: ﬁ ¥, 8 %:: dayw’;ad I rench ax=30080Ly ]
- a - -] 2 1
isosupe of the raysoecds intorag® vhown in the foture owoership of

tha Chetgy Ho apparontly by & #reneih ex-consul, by a Frenoh olirk in tha
Sfior of the fovernor of Tehiti, by » “rench Frivy Counciller srd Prench .
pasepert officinl, the writor is rojueating 760,000 from the Vyadeh '

Sovernment,

> T T - T,
R £ e O e

Bether tha mriter sarn oontinuas to £1¢0d your botaniisl ingstituticns
with iwarbarion aspsglmeng of Iiviog plant foscils fram the Jouth Loss
dopanda ¢h the outoeme of L' aifalre <nong jics
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T40 Tavios BTREee
Terfrnone TUuceoo 50771

koo ANVE 56 689

mu SETEE TH WamBLS

Dear Sir:

I regret to inform you that yowr viss for Tahiti

I en in possession of your maney-arder of § 5,00
which covers for § 2,50 the sir-mail pestage to lNew Calsdonis
end Tahiti. Kindly let me have the sum of § 8,00 representing
the difference to cever the fes of your viss to New Caledomia.

As som as I receive the sald smount, I will be glad
to send you back your passpert properly vissed.
Truly yours,

fiuckby

The Consul General of Franocel) , -




gl
CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE
A SAN FRANCISCO

740 TAYLOR STREET
TELEPHONE TUXEDD S-0771

PRGEAE DE RamFELCE LE .-......'.pe A 111/A 56 65 March 1, 1952

IN RERLY(ND BEFER TO NUMBER

Mr, Otto DEGENER
P.0, Bax 187
Waialua

Qahu,

L

Dear Sir:

I regret to inform you that your visa for Tahiti
bas not been granted.

I am in possession of your money-order of § 5,00
which covers for § 2,50 the air-mail postage to New Caledonia
and Tahiti, Kindly let me have the sum of § 8,00 representing
the difference to cever the fee of your viea to New Caledonia,

As soon as I receive the said amount, I will be glad
to send you back your passport properly visaed.

Truly yours,

@u,-u [979%

The Consul General of Francel) .-

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Adresse Telegraphlgua!
OCEANIC

— -
SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

MAISON NORDMAN
FOURNISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER
PAPEETE — TANITL

MESSAGERIES MARITIMES UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY

THE OCEANIC §5. CO. Agent: PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY OF NEW ZEALAND LTD.
MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY UNITED STATES LINE
HMN.Z. NAVY HM. NAVY
HMA. NAVY March 4th 1952 UNITED STATES NAVY
ETC. ETC. |

Mr, 0tto Degener
Mokulela Beach
walalua Oahu
Territory of Hawall

Dear Friend

I have been golng everyday to the drydock to
see the work that the carpenters are doing on the * Cheng Ho "
The first day that she reached the drydock, I noticed that a
damage was done to her bow under the watermark, and I began to
make engulries, and found out that she went on the reef in the
month of december, and also the false keel was severely damaged
to the and up to middle false keel.

kith the aid of Capt. Louls Carlson, of the Harbor
Service, the charterer was forced to make all the necessary
repairs, and they were refused to put her into the water unless
these commands were executed.

e As the plane 1is leaving tomorrow, I wanted fto tell
you all about the " Cheng Ho " and she is still on the drydock,
; and will be there until the 8th of March, making a total of
about 20 days drydocking.

M.de Bischop really bleeded the vessel, I found
several places on the hull badly eating by worms, and this is
all due that the vessel was in the water little over a year
without golng on the drydock. \ :

llow there are several patches on the hull, were holes i'
are made by the tarredoes or worms, the hull is now copper
painted ans still the people hers in Tahiti claims that she ls

DP ' the best ship in Tahiti.
I had a long takk with the mechanics that are doing
the repairing of the engines and they say, that the ship should

have two new 150 H.P.each HEAVY DUTY ATLAS ENGINES to replace
the ones that are now on.
) With these two new ones, the mgrchants here will grab
L‘,‘A 'I‘”“ and charter the vessel at a good rental, and these are also my
Hardr

opinion.
: When the vessel is ready for operation, we will ask
/J’ﬁ,f for bid, and no doubt she will bring a good profitable rent
v ., money, and I will see that whoever gives the most will get the
el ok W CHERG HO ™.
Loy P Will write again, with best wishes

She eilz. AT 5
Aen fgttenw Very Sincarely )secar (. Nordmap

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Adresss  Telegraphiqus
OCEANIC

MESSAGERIES MARITIMES —

Cable Address:

SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

MAISON NORDMAN
FOURNISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER
PAPEETE — TAHITL

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY

THE OCEANIC S5. CO. Agent: PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY OF NEW ZEALAND LTD.

MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY UNITED STATES LINE
HM.N.Z. NAVY HM. NAVY

HMA. NAVY March L4th 1952 UNITED STATES NAVY

ETC. ETC.

Mr. Otto Degener
Mokuleia Beach
Walalua Oahu
Territory of Hawaii

Dear Friend

I have been going everyday to the drydock to
see the work that the carpenters are doing on the " Cheng Ho "
The first day that she reached the drydock, I noticed that a
damage was done to her bow under the watermark, and I began to
make enquiries, and found out that she went on the reef in the
month of december, and also the false keel was severely damaged
to the and up to middle false keel.

with the ald of Capt. Louis Carlson, of the Harbor
Service, the charterer was forced to make all the necessary
repairs, and they were refused to put her into the water unless
these commands were executed.

As the glane is leaving tomorrow, I wanted to tell
you all about the " Cheng Ho " and she 1s s%ill on the drydock,
and will be there until the 8th of March, making a total of
about 20 days drydocking.

M.de Bischop really bleeded the vessel, I found
several places on the hull badly eating by worms, and this is
all due that the vessel was in the water little over a year
without going on the drydock.

Now there are several patches on the hull, were holes
are made by the tarredoes or worms, the hull is now copper
painted ang still the people here in Tahiti claims that she is
the best ship in Thhiti.

I had a long takk with the mechanics that are doing
the repairing of the engines and they say, that the ship should
have two new 150 H.P.each HEAVY DUTY ATLAS ENGINES to replace
the ones that are now on.

With these two new ones, the mfgrchants here will grab
and charter the vessel at a good rental, and these are also my
opinion.

When the vessel is ready for operation, we will ask
for bld, and no doubt she will bring a good profitable rent
money, and I will see that whoever gives the most will get the

" CHENG HO ".
Will write again, with best wlshes Cfi%;fzyo,,
e

Very Sincerely Oscar G, Nordman

Hunt Institi




Adresse Telegraphigue Cable Address:
OCEANIC OCEANIC

SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME
MAISON NORDMAN
FOURNISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER

MESSAGERIES MARITIMES UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY

THE OCEANIC 55. CO. Agent: PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY OF NEW ZEALAND LTD.
MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY UNITED STATES LINE
H.M.N.Z. NAVY March 5th 1952 HM. NAVY
HMA. NAVY UNITED STATES NAVY
ETC. ETC. :

Mr. Otto Degener
Mokuleia Beach
Waialua Oahu T.H.

Demr friend

Now that I have told you about the " CHENG HO "
being drydocked and that in a few days she will put back in the
water.

I had a long talk with Mp.Calamy, regarding your
affair, and all he says that the " Cheng Ho Trading and Explora-
tion Company owes him 3000 dollars.

My ldea 1s that in my opinion not to have too much
assoclates in the deal, and I think the less the better, and to |
eliminate @ven Mr. Calamy.

You Mr. Degener, you have the money, and we have not
especially dollars, in order to retain french registry, the Law
says that 51% have to be french owners and 49% foreign, so my
name alone will be sufficient for french 51% ownership.

So we will have to talk things over when you arrive
in Papeete, and I want you to own the vessel, or else when you
take the vessel over in July, in Honolulu you can have the
money put in eserow, until all claims against the ship are
cleared, and if it could be done you can put the vessel under
yours and my name.

I want to help you getting the vessel, as Mr. Calamy J
says we have to be careful, that if you refuse to take the vessel
over for $15000, others may offer more, as they all says here in
Papeete, she is worth more than the above price.

Use your own conscience and judgment in deciding how
you will have me interested in the wvessel, I will do anything
within the LAW to help you, and I would also like to be owner
I say part owner of the " Ceng Ho ",

It is very amusing to know,how people can talk about
others, but in case the Governor refuses you permission to enter
Tahiti, I would like you to refer the matter to the GOVERNOR of
HAWAII, and the MAYOR of HONOLULU, Hon., Mr. WILSON.

Lets walt the Governor may reverse the decision, but
neverpeless, it wont hurt you, all you will have to do is to
send the Option and all documents pertaining to your ownership

of the " CHENG HO ".
With best wishes

Sincerely @0“ i

Oscar G. Nordman

Hunt Institut N



Adresas Telegraphiqua:

THE OCEANIC 55. CO. Agent: PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY OF NEW ZEALAND LTD.
MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY UNITED STATES LINE
HM.N.Z. NAVY March 5th 1952 HM. NAVY
HMA. NAVY UNITED STATES NAVY
ETC.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

MESSAGERIES MARITIMES

%) /J%{ - pﬂ/ g

Cable Address: i

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY

-

SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT mRITIME

MAISON NORDMAN
FOURNISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER
PAPEETE — TAHITI.

. SUUEL

ol r

Mr. Otto Degerer
Mokuleia Beach
Walalua Oahu T.H. ]

Dear friend

Now that I have told you about the "™ CHENG HO "
being drydocked and that in a few days she will put back in the
water.

I had a long talk with Mp.Calamy, regarding your
affair, and all he says that the " Cheng Ho Trading and Explora-
tion Company owes him 3000 dollars.

My idea is that in my opinion not to have too much
associates 1n the deal, and I think the less the better, and to
eliminate even Mr. Calamy.

You Mr. Degener, you have the money, and we have not
especially dollars, in order %o retain french registry, the Law
says that 51% have to be french owners and 49% foreign, so my
name alone will be sufficient for french 51% ownership.

So we will have to talk things over when you arrive
in Papeete, and I want you to own the vessel, or else when you
take the vessel over in July, in Honolulu you can have the
money put in escrow, until all eclaims against the ship are
clzared, and if it could be done you can put the vessel aunder
yours and my name.

I want to help you getting the vessel, as lr. Calamy
says we have to be careful, that if you refuse %o take the vessel
over for $15000, others may offer more, as they all says here in
Papeste, she 1s worth more than the above price.

Use your own conscience and judgment in deelding how
you will have me interested in the vessel, I will do g
within the LAW to help yon, and T would also like to be owner
I say part owner of the " Ceng Ho ".

It is very amsing to know how people can talk about
others, but in case the Governor refuses you permlssion to enter
Tghiti, T would like you to refer the matter to the GOVERNOR of
HAWAII, and the MAYOR of HONOLULU, Hon. Mr. WILSON.

Lets walt the Governor may reverse the decision, but
neverheless, it wont hurt you, all you will have to do is to
send the Option and all documents pertaining to your ownership
of the " CHENG HO ", ’

With best wishes

Sincerely

o L B =g Qscar G. Rordman
[ e - r,
ol b e SR SRS 7 M/




Adresse Telegraphique:
QCEANIC

MESSAGERIES MARITIMES
THE OCEANIC 55. CO.
MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY

vy — Cable Address:
'OCEANIC

SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME
MAISON NORDMAN

FOURMISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER
PAFEETE — TAHITIL.

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY.
OF NEW ZEALAND LTD.
UNITED STATES LINE

Agent: PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY

HMN.Z. NAVY -
HMA. NAVY Mareh 5th 1952 HM. NAVY

Hoesld.

/’:‘r_.a \&'

1L

ETC.

= 5-""'_.-.' S Fr {

Ay A
A

UNITED STATES NAVY
ETC.

Mr. Otto Degener
Mokulelia Beach
Walalua Oahu T.H.

Dear friend >

Few days after I delivered your letter to the
Governor,asking to be admlitted to Tahiti, I went to see the
Chef des Affaires Politiques whét has been considered Mr.Otto
Degener's demadd, and this is what he told me 7

We have a very bad reports about Mr. Degener, and we
are considering his case.

So I answered him " Who told you all this 7 probably
his enemies, and what about Capt. de Bisschop, I sald to him,
I have reports that he*bxpulsed fom American shores, and that
he is classed an undesirable.

Then he asked me to put all this in writing, and tell
him all I know about lir. Degeher.

In my letter I said " REFUSING ADMISSION TO Mr DEGENER
T0 ENTER TAHITI, MAY CAUSE SOME SHARE UP, AND THEY WILL HAVE TO
PROVE THAT THE REPORTS ABOUT M.OTTO DECENER ARE FALSE.... THAT
I,WILL OSCAR G. NORDMAN WILL VOUCH FOR Mr. O0TTO DEGENER, FURTHER
MORE THAT OSCAR G. NORDMAN WILL GARANTY FOR MR. OTTO DEGENER'S
STAY WHILE IN TAHITI.

T also stated in my letter that Mr. Degener is coming
to Tahiti in the interest of SCIENCE, and is a notable BOTANIST,
conne:tad with several Museumslnotabiy the Bishop Museum of
Hawail.

In our conversation, he talked about the " CHENG HO "
so in my letter I remarked that the " Cheng Ho's " affairs are
in the hands of the Lawyer, Mr, Hoppenstedt, and that Oscar G.
Nordman, has been appointed and given Power of dttorney.

i This morning, eve of the plane's departure, I wrote
another to Mr. ZIEGLER, asking if the Governor has considered
Mr. Otto Degener's case, and/to now 1 have no answer.

As soon as I get a report, I will write or wire.

Again I wish you the best

) Vepedinaincs

Very sincerely

Oscar G. Nordman

r

s 0 A
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Adresse Telegraphique: Cable Addresa:
OCEANIC OCEANIC

SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

MAISON NORDMAN
FOURNMISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER
PAPEETE — TAHITIL
MESSAGERIES MARITIMES

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY

THE OCEANIC 55. CO. Agent: PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY OF NEW ZEALAND LTD,
MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY UNITED STATES LINE
HMN.Z. NAVY Mareh 5th 1952 H.M. NAVY
HMA. NAVY UNITED STATES NAVY
ETC. ETC.

Mr. Otto Degener
Mokuleia Beach
Waialua Oahu T.H.

Dear friend

Few days after I delivered your letter to the

Governor,asking to be admitted to Tahiti, I went to see the
Chef des Affaires Politiques wh&t has been considered Mr.Otto
Degener's demadd, and this is what he told me ?

We have a very bad reports about Mr. Degener, and we
are considering his case.

So I answered him " Who told you all this ? probably
his enemies, and what about Capt. de Bisschop, I said to him,
I have reports that he"expulsed fom American shores, and that
he is classed an undesirable.

Then he asked me to put all this in writing, and tell
him all I know about Mr. Degener.

In my letter I said " REFUSING ADMISSION TO Mr DEGENER
TO ENTER TAHITI, MAY CAUSE SOME SHAKE UP, AND THEY WILL HAVE TO
PROVE THAT THE REPORTS ABOUT M.OTTO DEGENER ARE FALSE.... THAT
I WILL OSCAR G. NORDMAN WILL VOUCH FOR Mr. OTTO DEGENER, FURTHER
MORE THAT OSCAR G. NORDMAN WILL GARANTY FOR MR. OTTO DEGENER'S
STAY WHILE IN TAHITI.

I also stated in my letter that Mr, Degener is coming
to Tahiti in the interest of SCIENCE, and is a notable BOTANIST,
connected with several Museum§ notably the Bishop Museum of
Hawaiil.

In our conversation, he talked about the " CHENG HO "
so in my letter I remarked that the " Cheng Ho's " affairs are
in the hands of the Lawyer, Mr. Hoppenstedt, and that Oscar G.
Nordman, has been appointed and given Power of Attorney.

« This morning, eve of the plane's departure, I wrote
w{ another to Mr. ZIEGLER, asking if thi Governor has considered
A Mr. Otto Degener's case, and to now 1 have no answer.
As soon as I get a report, I will write or wire.
Again I wish you the best

Ver erely
3 EEE—
Osc . Nordman

Hunt |
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Adresss Telegraphlque: Syl Address

SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

MAISON NORDMAN
FOURMNISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER
PAPEETE — TAWITL

MESSAGERIES MARITIMES —_ UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY
THE OCEANIC 55. CO. Agent: PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY OF NEW ZEALAND LTD.
MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY UNITED STATES LINE
HMN.Z. NAVY / ‘é - 5 HM. NAVY
HM.A. NAVY z aALe g N / Qd Z UNITED STATES NAVY

ETC. L
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R ADIOGRAM

INTER ISLAND

Send the following message, subject to the terms on the other side, which are hereby agreed to:

OFFICE OF ORIGIN MAKAWAO MAUI DOUBLE RUSH ( ) DAY MESSAGE ( | NIGHT LETTER ( ) SHIF{ |
pATIMARCH 10 1952 NO. FILED CHECK 2D

| TOLT OCEANIC CONFIRMATI|ON CORY
! PAPEETETAHITI

ADVISE YOU REMAIN TAHITI MY AGENT | PLAN REQUESTING FRENCH AMBASSADOR

WASHINGTON |NVESTIGATE CHENGHO SWINDLE BY TWICE DEPORTED FORMER

FRENCH CONSUL
DEGENER

CHGE PAIA TWTO5/ANTHONY TAM/DEGENER/BN o ' — |

FULL RATE MESSAGE UNLESS MAREED OTHERWISE

-
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f AT
Otto DEGENER
lMokuleia Beach
ATATUA - OQAHU

Dear Kr. Degener,

documents I have in hands.

Yours truly
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I beg to inform you that following your wireless of

6 th, inst. I have transmetted to Mr. O, Nordman for atndﬂ
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R ADIOGRA

INTER ISLLAND

Send the following message, subject to the terms on the other side, which are hereby ogreed fto:

OFFICE OF ORIGIN  MAKAWAD, MAU| DOUBLE RUSH { ) DAY MESSAGE ( ) NIGHT LETTER ( ) SHIP [ )
pATE MARCH 12, 1952 No. FILED  2:50 Py CHECK 27 FGN

|
TQ. T OCEANIC

PAPEETETAHITI
KEEP ORIGINAL FRENCH HOPPENSTEDT TRANSLAT{ON OF DOCUMENTS BUT
AVRMAIL CARBON OR PHOTESYAT' COPIES TQ ﬁﬁ%NCH CONSULATE 740
TAYLOR STREET SANFR}%CIBCD WITH E(ﬁt;hATORY LETTER Ty J
gﬁfv & DEGENER i ‘

|
g
i L
lrnlxh

CHGE 7 W 705 / ANTHONY TAM / MR. LDEBENER / MK

FULL RATE MESSAGE UNLESS MAREED OTHERWISE |
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GD/gd

CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE
A SAN FRANCISCO

740 TAYLOR STREET March 14, 1952

TELERHONE TUxEDD 5-0771

PRIERE BE AAPFELER uE nuu;-nE‘& III/ A 56 —75 {

IW AEFLYING REFER TO NUMBES

Dear Sir:

I acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
March 10, regarding your entry into the French Terri-
tories of Oceania,

As I informed you in my letter dated March lst

the Governor has denied you the requested visa. He is
the only person that has authority to either refuse gr,/’
accept the-applications, =

If you feel that this refusal is not warranted,
I suggest that you present your documentary evidence
directly to the Governor, whom, I am sure, would be
quite willing to study them.

It is certain, however, that the action was not
taken ageinst you as a measure of discrimination; but
certainly as the result of a careful checking by loecal
authorities.

Regarding the caption written on the back of a
picture arrived by later mail, I do not believe that
it could be of any help in clearing or expediting this
matter,

I still have your passeport, and will be pleased
to issue you the visa for New-Caledonia as scon as you
send me the sum of §$ £.00

Yours

& an ’éb

The Consul of Frane
Mr, Otto DEGENER
General Delivery

Makawao, Mani
Territory of Hawai
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liareh 17, 1952

lir. Otto Degenexr
General Dellvery
linkawao, Maul

Dear Otto:

I recsived your letbter of March 14, 19562 thls morning and
was Interssted to hear that our friend Hoppenstedt had
never translated those documents. If you are able to get
down to Tahiti you could probably get the money back from
him but there 1s nothing we can do about 1t fram here.

Hoppenstedt was never recummended %o me directly. You will
recall that I sent the elaim to Guilpaln but he was leaving
for France 50 turned 1t over to Hoppenstedt. It's too bad
that we had to get hold of a schyster. I hope the American
Consul can do something about 1t.

A fellow named Deming who claims to be connected with Warner
Brothers was in to see me about chartering the Cheng Ho for
a few months in connection with a proposed documentary film.
I told him that there were a lot of complications but that

I thought there was a posslbility that something could be
worlked out.

Please come 1ln to see me as soon as you return to Honolulu,

Sincerely yours,

David N. Ingman
DNI:gy
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Adrexse Telegraphique:

OCEANIC

MESSAGERIES MARITIMES

THE OCEANIC S5. CO. Agent: PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY OF NEW ZEALAND LTD,
MATSON NAVYIGATION COMPANY UNITED STATES LINE
HM.N.Z. NAVY H.M. NAVY
HMA. NAVY March 17th 1952 UNITED STATES NAVY

ETC. ETC.

Hunt |

Cable Address:

e

SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

MAISON NORDMAN
FOURNISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER
PAPEETE — TANHITL

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY

Mr, Otto Degener
Mokulela Beach
Waialua Oahu T.H.

Dear Mr. Degener

Mr. Calamy was at the house to day and he
says that you stick by your option to take the wvessel over in
July, even if you had to take over the ship as it is, as someone
mﬁggi buy while you are discussing the matter, that is what he
£ s.

On the other hand he says that you should pass the option
over to me, you purchase the vessel make all necessary changes
such as putting two new 150 H.P.H.D. Engines ( ATLAS ), that a
paper should be drawn that I recognize that the vessel is owned
by you less my shares in it, that I should pay you at the time
specified in the deal. ( This is only in case that something
comes up barring you from having any part in the vessel.

I should think that before long you will be able to
overun these difficulties,.

The "(RENG HO " with the two new 150 H.P. engines will
fetch better charter rentals, and that's all the traders has to say.

The Americah Consul is coming on his perlodical visits
to Tahitl, this happens every six months,. I will have all your
papers in readiness when he arrives, especdially the cable from
the French Comsul at San Francisco refusing your visa.

Think well and everything should not go wrong

With best wishes to you

Sincerely

Oscar G. Nordman
(Poar—

(ation



DAVID N.INGMAN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

410 MERCHANDISE MART BUILDING
HONOLULU, HAWAII
PHONE 5.9089

March 17, 1982

Mr, Otto Degener
General Delivery
Makewao, Maui

Dear Otto:

I received your letter of March 14, 1952 this morning and
was interested to hear that our friend Hoppenstedt had
never translated those documents. If you are able to get
down to Tahiti you could probably get the money back from
him but there is nothing we can do about it from here.

Hoppenstedt was never recammended to me directly., You will
recall that I sent the claim to Gullpain but he was leaving
for France so turned it over“tc Hoppea&tedt. It's too bad
that we had to get hold of a schyster. I hope the American
Consul can do something sbout 1t.

A Tellow named Deming who claims to be connected with Warner
Brothers was in to see me about chartering the Cheng Ho for
a few months In connection with a proposed documentary film.
I told him that there were a lot of complications but that

I thought there was & posslbillty that something could be
worlked out.

Please come In to see me as soon as you return to Honolulu.

DNI:gy
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H. HOPPENSTEDT
AVOGAT - DEFENSEUR
BOITE POSTALE : 517

PAPEETE - TAHITI PAPEETE, LE..... .. March 19k, . ....10.52
OCEANIE FRANCAISE
e :
¥r. i
by
s oy GLAN
,/-_u_g s D. N, INGMAN |
- !
3 }-'-t{ i ol Attorney at law {

184,8.0, Hotel Bt,

HONOLULU

N .

({ BAWATI)

Dear Mr, Ingman I

Your wireless of 11 th, inst. followed Mr. Degener’s
one of &6 th, inst.; in the meantime I had already turned f
over to ¥r. Oscar NORDMAN the Cheng Ho papers.

I do not understand this step of Mr. Uegener; after
having had a lot of trouble to get informations on the
matter, I wrote you on October last all details I had of \
the situation leaving to you the decision to take.

Yours truly

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Adresse Telegraphique:

OCEANIC

MESSAGERIES MARITIMES

Cabls  Addross;
OCEANIC

SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME
MAISON NORDMAN
FOURNISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY

THE OCEANIC 55. CO. Agent: PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY OF NEW ZEALAND LTD.
MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY UNITED STATES LINE
HMN.Z. NAVY March 19th 1952 HM. NAVY
HMA. NAVY 9 95 UNITED STATES NAVY
ETC. ETC.

Mr. Otto Degener
Mokuleia Beach
Waialua, Oahu T.H.

Dear Mr. Degener

The following are the several telegrams
received from you:

CABLED HOPPENSTEDT TURN ALL VESSEL PAPERS AND
TRANSLATION TO YOU MARCH 10.

SAN FRANCISCO CONSUL REFUSE TAHITI VISA

ADVISE YOU REMAIN TAHITI MY AGENT I PLAN REQUESTING
FRENCH AMBASSADOR WASHINGTON INVESTIGATE CHENG HO SWINDLE BY
DEPORTED FORMER FRENCH CONSUL

KEEP ORIGINAL FRENCH HOPPENSTEDT TRANSLATION OF
DOCUMENTS BUT AIRMAIL CARBON OR PHOTOSTAT COPIES FRENCH
CONSULATE 740 TAYLOR STREET SAN FRANCISCO WITH EXPLANATORY
LETTER.

Mr. Hoppenstedt returned all papers and documents
and contents duly noted.

I phoned Mr. ZIEGLER, who has charge here in Papeete
of delivering permits and visas for all incoming visitors, he
was much upset when I informed him that you have been refused
visa for Tahiti, . I told him that I was going to submit your
to the American Consul that is coming to Tahiti arriving here
at Papeete March 20th and to remain until April 2nd.

The Améican Consul who is to have office here with
me, I can talk freely about you. When I told Mr. Calamy that
the Consul in San Francisco, he said no wonder he is the boy
friend of Mrs.de Bisschop. + -

Enclosed please find the telegram I received from
the American Consul, when you get through readit it please
return it for my file.

With best wishes

/ Sincerely
/ﬂﬁ’y Oscar G. Nordman

—

4
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GD/gd
CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE
A SAN FRANCISCO

Mareh 21, 1952

740 TAYLOR STREET
TELEPHONE TUXEDD 5-0771

IN MEPLYING MEFER TO NuMoEs

--l;u: OE MAFFELER LE Nuu-‘nuE A III/ A 56 — X d f

Dear Sir:

I acknowledge receipt of your ledter of March
14, as well as of your two books arrived later, I thank
you for these, and assure you that they convinge me of the
seriousness of your project, though I have never doubted
it before.

I am addressing a letter to the Governor in
Papeete this day, enclosing copies of yours of March 10 and

As I previously informed you, it is my belief
that he will give his attention to these questicns, and
take the proper steps either to correct or to confirm the
position he has taken in regard to your visa applicaticnm,

I wish to further call your attention on the
fact that he is the only authority that has jurisdiction
over the territories of French Oceenia., A4lso, I still think
that you should send him directly any documents which you may
contemplate to enter as evidence to defend your case.

Yours truly,

The Consul of France

(llulibe-

Mr. Otto DEGENER
General Delivery
Makawao, Mani
Territory of Hawai

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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e Ss\\'l.ll, Us S Bs
Inr sh a1, 1988,

“he Honorsble X. Abelin, Dleputs,
Assemblde Netional, Pelals Lourbor,
frris, irscoe.

Desr Rir:

¥ay I be sc bold ea Lo regquest that you end your colleagues
investigate what tramsplires ir your besutiful Colony of Teniti: all
iz not well. Go I sm taking the liberty of writing to Dopuths of
yokr Assemblde in Feris and to Members of my Congress in “eshingion,

1 am &r Amarican ceitisen bornm in Crange, Hew Jersey, in 1896, 1
taught Botany et the University of Heweil, sea "aturslist of Hawall
tstloral 7ark, have published five books sbout Hawsiisn pienis and &
book sbout the junk-yecht Chomg Ho in Fiji, end heve pribted ssures of
amsller ertioles of pursly secientific intersst in techniosl journals.
Uy boterical finda ars sesttered in Museums throurshout the rorld. In
my shosan field, 1 am respocted and well knuwn.

1, In 1940-41 I sslled aboard the polstial 99 fi., leng Junk-yesht
Cheng o =8 one of the guest-scientiats of ira. Arme Arochbold of eshe

ington. In 811 I smpent eight months in Flji as meubsr of the expedition, i :

gome of the rasults beling publighed by Jarverd University in “"Sergept-
la."

2. fiith entry of the United States into ths “eaond Torld “ar, tha OJheng <.
Heo was 2013 to the U, 0. ¥avy as s westher stetion for [1.00 for pse . °3

trigtic reasone.

W
$. Vith ond of hostillitles, the U, 5, Tavy roturced the Gneng o h:}.# ;
Arohbold, her originel owner, for ¢ 13.00, (o »Q-Iu' 4 .f\ .
i B ' 3:;204&&‘“_; L

4, It took me four to five y-p‘u/r; (witkhout remunaration) to work up my
f£inds, snd 16,000 of wy em;/’im.ah to gublish my "Maturslist's fouth
Pacific ixpedition: FLJL.” “This was probsbly shy re Arahbold sold me
the Oheng %o 8t o ressoneble price soout Tive yeare sgu. ibhs véassel was

to help =me sontinpe my search for new fouth Jea izlend plants.

Be I then startad the "Cheng Jo Tmding & Ixploring Company," Looor-
pobated in Henolulu, U.3.3., with @ dovern or so stoekholdsrs, most of
thes Amerioar alitlizens.

e o “heng ve, valuad by @ LseTataer st (70,000, 43 SUF Jok /l
HGRE Trietitufe Tor BtANCAr DbCtTeMAteR

I g I




July 1962 for 115,000 in the same good sonditisr in shich T hed turned
her ovor to our acmpary. 1 sluo ressrvad the right to take one trip s

gear in tha Cheng Eo with u fellow-paisntist for resssrsh work.

7. Une of these gtookholders wms the suave ‘renchmar Cspt. ‘ric doSlece
schop, one-time Vichy-iremah Ugnagl in lessil, an sxzgert navigaior and
afiventurer who hed ssilsd with X§ Tatiboust in a doudls cancs from
Haweli via South Africe $c Frange. L@ fourd him » charming parson, and
ware thus dissrmed, ‘s novar reslised - s fault of our lex immigration
efficials in Honolulu « that ke was evan then s daportsble mndssirechls
sliean running ebout loose in Honelulu until = skip ahould arrive to

teke him Bf 8 French port. This pennlless adventurer, who lived for e
lomg time in Usunea up to eb@ut 1927 pnd sbout shom the Pollce sowid

inform you, thanks t¢ his Hewsilan mother-in-lew’s sevings, eontrollsd
shout 5,000 worth of sheres in our cempeny., e fools elocted him Cap-
tain. <

Be te furnished the Cheng fio with carge, inoluding 110,000 worth of sBEs gy
p commodity then raticnsd in Tehitl, erd commissioned Beptaln 3s3issehup
to sail her there., e wes to return about eix weeks laster with Frensh
commoditiss purchesed from the ssle of the American merchandise entrust-
od to bim.

9. Instesd of returninﬁ in olx weeks, he limped irtc purt peonilass with
the Chere Ko sbout eicht moptns later, with nothing but 2 Tons of venilla
peans whish were then & drug on the market, Ee had sguandered ths osom-
sany's funds = sven sold lsunch and otansr ship's sgulpment to pay hia

dub « on wine, women gnd scng. At our company's exgerae he even en-

te *_Lnaa s French-Tenitisn movie actrzasa sboard the Cheng o for five
woekde

10. I had Iggrn-? from dislllusicensd former arew mambara ( who %{ko- .
winag owned stock) thaf Cept. DeBisaghop intended to pell the vanllie,
got¥uome sorely needagengine garta in Honolulw, and tharesfter asil
aqse never to return witkin the 3 mlile jurisdiction of the United
fitates., This rumor was probsbly baced on feet ea later Fsdsral and Oir-
cuit Court prooecedings in Honolulu groved that "The vesael was ragla-
tarsd in Tehitl laost yeer 1n the nsme of the anip'a waptain “rio deo=
Bluschop’ when the vessel ectuslly balosged to cur company conslsting
of 8 dczen or 8o stoekholders, most of thaem American gitivens! Yhen cone
fronted with this eviderige, like any cornered thlef tryinz to asve him-
aelf and accomplices, delisachop zave the exouse that it "was Jue to a
oleriesl weror in the office of tae Jovernor of Tahliti." ve in Rawsil
remember the remeval of s résent Governor of 2ahitl following a cament
sanndal.

11; de hed the Cheng Eo sappraised sgain snd this time she wus valued at
160,000, & ices of 115,000 in B mooihs undor Capt. Hedigscop's pirsticel
mismanagenant!

12, T and other injured stookholders immedistely tied up the vesasl for
debt in Horcluln and started one lawsuit sfter encther, every one of
which we won.

18. 1 snd soms, but mot all, of the other ssindled stockholdaers suld Jur
shares $o the deBisschop feetion - tha fine old Uswallsn ledy comlng to
hor son-inelsw's rescus with the necessary oash. I retsined ay ¢risinal

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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option to pureksse the Cherg Ho in the same criginsgl gved eunditior ‘%

(agpratssd =t [75,000) for 15,000 i» July 1933, ilse, I snd othar
stoskholdars asospted 1. 0. Uss Trow the deBlsechop fastion for s total
of sbowt 15,000, /= then silowed dazispobop $o ssil out of Us Say
waters with the Cheng B3, hs inoldentally being subject to deporiation
a5 en undesirasble silen a second tims.

14, ¥y option to purshsse the Uasng Fo in July for 215,000 1z nok Zar

off; 1t sas my intention to incurpurstiae ancw with the Tshitimv shipping
&2ent and ghendler M, Umonr Tordmsr ea partner. It wps uy prrpose, us o
originsliy five years ago, to uss the fheng HO 83 = gensrsl copre and .
treding vessal, T botanlzing various jsslated Uouth (ws Lslsnds while
esrge is bdeing uniosdsd and icaded.

18, Y2 wsullect thaﬁes,OOO dpbt from dableschop for myself end othar,
stoskholders, we encazed sbout 8 Joar 830 . Henri Jopponstedt, & Fa-
peete nttorney, teo reprasent ui. e recelved from us, hie ollents, Vari-
ous Court and other documsnta regarding the Cheang Ko onse snd was peid
$100 o translste them from inglish ints srench sc they sould be more
rondily used in & “Yranch Court. Later he wengled ancther B0 ocut of us
imericans, “ow [ learn from Tahiti that . Eoppenstedt naver made any
tranalstions at sll evan though he kept our (180. nether he hss atolen
any of the sontragt papers or sold them to Capt. daslsaonop depands on
nis professional inteprity.

16, deBissshop, & ne'er-dc-well with no sassts exaept control of Lhe

Ohong Ho until July 1952, has sllowsd the Cheng Vo, built of costly tesk

and csmphor woods, o dsteriorate Lin g sanlon DENNeTe L& ned Eupt Rer

in trepicsl seterg contirucusly for about a yesr, sllowlng abipgworws

to bore Lnte the hulls Gsulking will never meke good sueh fundsmantsl

demages #6 hed her gils up ov the reef i= Degember, csusing edditional

serious Gsmege. 4e has torn-out the interivr, meking the vessel cne

vest shell of a holdl Unis men, who oanpet even psy the yoearly intors

eat on the losn, eamnot possibly mske good such dsmege snd replsce the

tesk and camphor wood paris ne aed renoved to sell or give =way. low

gan | ever mse tha vesssl as uy option contraet provided?

17, 7o soliset the debt for mysslf snd other stookholders, to take ovar

:z' the Cheng lio = 1 wes not then awers of ner shilpwresk and serious nege

Yoy leot o in July 1952, to atsrt & new JUMpANy, and to do some batanizlng,
{” 1 lsst Dacembor regussted visas for Tongs, Mew Caledonia ard Taniti. &

3,* viss 1:es been gremtaed me by the indapondent £ingdom of Tunga for siz

. moytha, As you osn see from the ennlossd photostets, 2 viss hss been

g frgntaﬂ @ma for ona yesr to vieilt the French Colony of Tew Cmledonis
Awhere 1 have ne assets to acllest). Sut shere I bave & vasasl worth

475,000 and whore a former :rench Consul awas me erd other Amsricsana

3vhoa 1 represant spsyroximetely £8,000 essh, my reyusst to the Governor

fjut fehiti for sermisaion to visit Yis ialpnda "nes rot beer granted,
A

TN

-

7

£

Phid 13 not o aimgles onse sherady onk alogle rengh private eitisen
swindlea ore sinzgle Amsrica® privsio gitlaen, Is 1t not rether & con-
splracy involying peat snd prasent spanah Sovernmunt officlsls continGe
ing to swipdle 8 proup of Amarican gitizansf Thn uns galpdler 1o B

!
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' twlce deportad Jwench @x-gonsnl. “Dus to = eleriapl =srror in the of-

| fica of the Govervor of Tehiti" the Cherg Po w%as registerad, by "er=
ror" or fraud, as the ‘remghman's property when she belonged rightful-
1y to sn Americen company. Thor perkaps thla ssme ex-gonsul or sone ine-
tersated mssocoiste on the fovernor's Erivy Gouneil, sxerts his influe

; ence tc sebotnge an Ameorigar citlizer (reprosenting other jmaricar oltl-

J | seng) from visting Tahiti to better fizht for Justice. kst T think

about the famad attorrey U, llepri Hoppenatodt wheo was engaged 0 repree

dent us imeriesns end sosepted "150, 1 nedd not put in writing.

' Besauso of the rapecsous interast shewn by French Soverrment officlie
sls, paat and present, in the coming ownership of the Chong fio &nd the
payment of the £3,000 Debt, 1 reguest your hsgomblée Yationale tu inp-
vastigate ths aituation in gour Colony of Tahiti, I fesl your Sovarine
went shouls,

‘ 1., lmmodinstely psy me end other stockholders mpproximately 5,000
|| plus intarest,

i | 8. On July 1, 1952, pay me sixty thousand dollsrs (7603000), whisk
| reprasents the original appreised value of the teek end camphor

| woods Cheng llo leas the {15,000 1 contracted to pay for her return
\in ner originel condition (eppralsed st 175,000).

"v\.__‘-_‘___—._________ .
: Yours very truly,

Hunt Institute for Botahical Documentation
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INGMAN AND INGMAN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A0 MEBCHANDISE Mamt f#a SO0, HOTEL NT

HONOLULL, Hawail

April 7, 1949

WINSTON C. INGMAN

DAVID N. INGMAN PHONE - SSOYY

Mr. Otto Degener
Moluleia Beach
Waialua, Oahu

Dear Mr. Degener:

We have a copy of communifcation from the French
consul at San Francisco stating that under
French law a ship of over 100 tons cannot be
transferred to a forelgner; that therefore the

French Government cannot see to the honoring
of your option.

Will you please come in and discuss this with -
me the next time you are in town.

Very truly yours,
INGMAN AND INGMAN

e.

Winston C. Ingman
WCI:gy

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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dakawso, ifaul, T.Fawsli, V.S5.4.
Aprill ,1962,

dear Mr., Tarasn:

Yhan you had your office on the sscond floor in 'aikiki asttempting
to get & gquare deal in starting jour Hawallen-Tshitisn airline, you
moy romember I inguired ebout feres fur myself. I =m sriting you now
because you, more thar most residents of Tshiti, “now Awsricens asnd
understand thelr languege. I could never iranslate whet 1 am writing
in srrench. Yow I wish to meke it clear that I not for one moment sus=-
p2gt your present Sovernor of any wrong-doing but I am not so aure
that s ten whose fingers got stuck in cement mey not have ftrisd to put
nis greasy palms on my Cheng Ho., oy am I 80 sure about some loeal men
who may give viceous ocuncil to s Governor new to the islands and hence
not yet able o judge his true friends from nis false.

‘gll, here ie my story: Just ns powerful and evil forces in Americs
unjustly wrecked your dresm (bmcause it wes 2 wife dresm and they were
Jealous), so powerful =nd greedy forees in Tahiti taresten t¢ #reck my
dreams I glan to fight for my rights, srd 80 am writing letters of com-
pleint, 2t least two per dasy: one to a member of my American Congress
(why should T not when I am s taxpayer) end the other to one of the
Deputies of your fssemdblée Mationeles rom s Ksinlsnd ‘rench Conaulste
I received sbout 300 names, snd 1 am starting with V. Abelin and end-
ing withrM. Vallon. ihsre is no Z. I am omitting Communist members and
gentleman with nemes like Mdraye 2idi 71 Mokkter, believing lmuretsnia
would not be particulsrly interested in Tsniti, out who can tell? Also,

1 am spending some time writing differant articles sovout the Cheng Ee
for differont groups of readers. This is gquite some work as the articles
must pe different to cater to different tastes. Enclosed is = ssmple.

It is timely for the people of Tahiti to resd 8o, if you do not mind,
plesse give it to the aditor of your largest newspaper for me. Per=

bzps he himself can translate it into zood f'rench, or perhsgs If. Henri
Hopaenatedt ean do so who has #1850 belonging to us for work he evidently
n2ver accomplished.

1. In 1940=-41 I sailed aboard the palatisl 99 ft., lonz Jjunkeyncht Chang
Ho a8 orne of the guest-scientista of Vrs. Anne Archbold of eshingtons
In 6l1l I spant eisht months ir F1Jji a8 member of the expedition, soms
of the results being published by Hervard University in "Serzentis,”

£2e With entry of the United Ststes into the Jecond T"orld Var, the Qheng
do wes sold to the U. 2. FRavy ss a weather stetion for #£1.00 for patri-
ctic resaons.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




2
?. Fith end of hostilities, the U. 8. Tevy returned the Cheng Ho to Mras.
“rohbold, her originsl owner, for the 1,00,

4, 1t took me four to five yesrs (without remurarstion) to work up my
finds, and 76,000 of my own cash to publishk my "Taturaiist's South
“peific @xpedition: F1ji.” This was probably w¥hy Tra. Archbold sgld me
the Chers Fo et a ressomabls price phbout five years sgo. The vessel was
to help ma continue my sesrch for new South Ses Island plents.

Ss 1 then started the "Chengz Ho ire ing & Zxploring Company," incor-
porated in Horolulu, with & dozen or so stockholders, most of them Ameri-
gan gitlzena,

6. I s0ld the Cheng Ho, valued by sn eporeisor at %75,000, to our com-
pany for shares, reserving however the option to puchsase my vessel in
July 19562 for §15,000 in ths seme good sondition in which I had turned
her over to our gompany, I slso raserved the right to take one trip a
year in tne Cheng Ho with a fellowescientist for research work.

7. One of these stocknolders was the suave Frenshmmn Gapt. iric deBise
sohep, one-time Vichy-r'rench Consul in Hewnid, sn expert navigetor and
g venturer wno hed sajiled with V. Tstibouet in a double csnoe from Hawe
ail vis South Africa fo Franee. Ya found him & cherming person, snd
were thus dissrmed. Ve never realized - a fault of our lex immigrstion
officiels in Honolulu - thet he sms even then a deportable undesiresble
elien ridnning abcut loose in Honoluluw urtil = ship should arrive to
remove him to & French port., lhis perniles: adventurer, who lived in
Cernes for = long time where his record 4s krown, thanks to his Hawai-
an mother-in-law's saving, controlled soout 5,000 worth of slares in
our somoany. o fools elected him captain.

Be e furnished the Cherg Ho with cmrgo, ineluding 10,000 worth of
Sugar &8 you probably will remember, srd commisaloned Cspt. deBisachop
to seil ner there., He was to return sbout eix weeks later with french
sommodities purcheased from the sale of the Awmerican merohandise en-
trustsd to hipg. -

8. Instend of returning in s8ix weeks, he lim ed into pert penniless with
the Gherg Ho about =i ght months later, with nothing but 2 Tons of vanil-
ls basns whieh were then a drugz on the merket, #s had sguandered the
gompany's funde - even sold lsunch and other ship's equipment to pay his
private debts = on wine, women snd song. At out company's expense he evan
entertsined a rrench-Tahitian movie sctress sbomrd the Chenz Eo for five
waeks,

10. 1 hed leerned from disillusionad former crew members (who likewise
¢ned atoek) that Cppt. debisschop intended to sell the vanille, gst
some sorely needed engine parts in honolulu, and thersafter sail away
vever to return within the & mile jJurisdiction of the United Stutes.
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additionnl damage. Hs has torn out the interior, muking the veasel one
2 ghell of @ holde This meo, sho cennot ever psy the yearly intarest
oy ‘ftibe loan, carnct possibly meke poud such desmge end replscs the tesk
ang ‘aamehor’ wood parte ha had removed to gell > give sWuy. [How cap I
gver 82 the vessel a8 uy optlon curtreet providad:

17. 76 aollagt the debt for myself snd other stockholders, to take over
tha Chang 96 » 1 was not then swsre of ner spni. wrack and asrions pegledd -
ir July 1952, to stert & vew comuany, and to do some botenizing, [ luasy
Decamber regussted visss for Uongs, New Caledonin spd Uakiti. A visa
has bean Zrantad me Dy the indeperdent Kingdom of Torge for six months,
g you esn sea from the erclosad repreductions, = visa hes benn grentsd
me for ons yesr to visit the ‘rench Colany of Tew Csledonin (where I
have no assets to solleot)es Gut wnsre I have a vessel morth 7,000

aend whare a former Fregeh Consgul owes me and olher Americans whom [ rse
prasaert spproximetely 2,000 zesh, my request fifA to the Sovernor of
Tehitl for permission to visit his islerds "hana not beern zranted.”

Ieis 13 not e simple cass, 83 I am ezplaining to your Deputies in
"aris ard my Donzrassmen ir .eshinzton, wheéreby one single Premch pri-
vate aitizen swindles one ai=zle imeriecan prividtc citizen, TIs 1t not
rether a consplreey involving pnst and present French Jovernmunt of=
fieinls ecntinulng to swindle & sruup of ‘merican citizens? Lhe une
geirdler ia 8 Uwice deported “renzh ex-gonaul, "Due to m clerlesl esrror
in the office of the Tovernor of Tahiti" the Cheng Ho #ss ragistered by
“arror” or fouud us the (repchmisn's propgoriy when she belonged right-
fully to an Americsn company. Lner parnsps this sams ez-cynsul or some
essoelate orn the Covirnor's Privy Jouncil exerts his influcsrpce to Babee
toge rnf Amerigen eitizer (representing other Amsriesn elitizens) from
vizsiting Lahiti petter to fight for justice. hat I think sbout the
femad sttorney li. lUenrl loppsnatedt: ano ¥ss engeged Lo represent us
Ameridens and accepted 160 1 nesd nmot: put in writings I would, howewvsr,
reacmnand thet séch & mun's grevious deslirgs ir Law be reviewed to see
if he misht hsve aver erred slmilarly.

dere | fsel, U. Tsran, thet o fews dishonest greedy mern for less than
100,000 tn ting Yeniti sre bold encugh to jeopardise the friandship
wirth milliona of two great Metions, Peopls of Amorica apd franoe = &nd
I inalude 99 of the pescple irn Tshiti tuo = wor't stand for such none=-
#an8e hhuan orge thelir regrsoserntatives end their nowspgpers tell them,
It will get back sny hove fopr tourdism in Tahiti for = zenoration.

segpuse of the ropscoocus interest showr oy past YFPF and presens
Geloniel Government cfficiala ir Teniti, I am sskinz the Goverrment in
Paris to pay the "[,000 debt plus intserest snd '60,000 (which repressnts
the original sppreisad welde 7u,000, less the (15,000 1 contracted g’
pey for kar return} of the ‘hepg Ho. il
¥
X

tloks,
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This rumor .28 orobsoly bssed or fact =s later Pedercl end Tirauildt

Court proceadinas Lr Horolulu provaed thet "The vesssel was vrszistered in
Tahitil last year ir the name of the ship's osptain iric de-aiasmhap“
when the vessel actuslly belonged to our sompeny consizsting of & donen
or so stockholders, moat of them imericsr cltizens! 'har zonfronted with
this evidances, like any cornersd thisf trying to save nimsolf and ace
complices, deBisschop geve the oxsuse that it "was due t0 & olerical
error in the offies of the Governor of Tehitie.' ‘e in Hawalt remsmbar
the removal qf a recent Soverncr of Tahiti following s cament scandals

1ls #e& hed the Cheng Ho sppraised agsin and tnis time she was valued at
60,000, & loss of ©15,000 in 8 months under Cept. deBisschop's piratie-
onl mismapagement!

12: 1 and @ther irjured stockholders immediately tied up the vessel for
debt ir Honolulu end started one lauwsuit after ancther, every one of
whigh we won,

13. I and some, but not all, of the other swindled stockholders sold our
sheres to the deBieschop faction - the fine old Hawalian lady coming to
her son-in<law's rescue with the recessary cesh., [ reteined my crizinsl
option to purchese the Cheng Ho irn the seme originsl gzood condition
#ppraised at #705,000) for 15,000 ir July 1952. slsc, I end other stock-
noldres soscepted I.0.U,8 from the deBisschop feetion for s total of

sbont 2,000, e then ullowed deBisschop to ssil out of . 3., waters
with the Cheng Ho, he incifentelly being subject to deportation as an
undesiresble alien a second time.

14, ¥y option to purshsse the Cherz Ho in vuly for 15,000 1s not far
offs 1t #as my irtention %o incorporats mnew with the Yakitian shippinz
geant and ehandler . Osgar Fordman as parirer. IV sps my purposa, ag
originally five yeasrs ezo, tc use the laenz io ns ¢ genersl coprs arnd
tradinz vessel, I botani ing various’ iiclated islands in the Soutn

<eng while oergoc is beinz unlosded aend lomded,

15. Tu gollect the 2,000 devt from doBisachop for myself and other
stogkholders, we snszazed aboul 2 yesr mzo V. Hdesori dooperatedt, & Poe
peete mttorney, to rspresemt us. He ressived from us, his clisnts, varle
ous (ourt mrd othsr documenta regerding the Chenz Ho case and #zs pald
100 to translate them from 4nglisn inte - rench s¢ thay euuld be more
rendily usag in a French Court. Leter ne wengled mnother © 50 out of ue
‘mericens. Tom I learn from Tahitl thst K. Lopperstedt nover mede’any
yransletions st ell oven thoush he kept our  lol, ‘heiher he hes stolar
eny of the contrset pspers or sold them tu Cepl. dedisschop depends unk
his professional intogrity. k

=
-}

16, defisachop, s ne'sr-dg-well with no sssets excspt control of tha-\\
Cheng Ho ontil Jduly 1952, hes sliowed the Chens Fo, built of ccstly :
tenk mnd cswohor woods, to deteriorste in & santon menners We hea kcpth
ner ir trooleal weter aontinucesly for acout e year, slloning shilp-
worme to bore into the null. Csulking #ill nover meke zood such funda=
msntsl Asmsze. He hed her pile up,on the rsef in Lessmber, gausing
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Mekawao, kKeui, T. H.
April 1, 1952.

State Deps riment,
“ashingzton, D. C,

Dear Girs:

In reply to my letter of larch 20 to him, ¥r. Ferrington,
Delegate from Hawaii, wrote me March 27 that he had forwarded my let-
tor spout the yacht Cheng Ho and the French ex-consul to your Depart-
ment for stedy. In the sorner of hie latter I noted that a carbon
gopy had been tramsmitted or retsined thus "ce-lMrs. Turner." Psrhaps
thet will batter help identify the correspondenace.

Singe rushing my letter to Mr. Farrington, I hsve been abls to zet
photoatets mede bearing on the osse. Plasse file these with the cors

reapondences

Sincerely yours,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Aprll 3, 1952

Mr, O0tto Degener
General Delivery
Makawao, Maui

Dear Otto:

There is nothing in my files to indlcate what
letter you wilsh returned to you. However, I
assume it is the enclosed alt h there seems
to be nothling of any import in it.

Please let me know If I can be of any assistance

to you.
Sincerely,
David N. Ingman
DNI:gy
Enc.
A
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¥y dear ~anator dnowlard:

1 heva written & lotter of protest to Ur. Pare
rington, my Delegate from Hewall te Zongr2as - wnio is taking the matter
vp with the 3tate Depsrimant, I am wsriting juu slsc vecauBse the Franch
Goreulate, 740 Taylor Street, Ser frsncispo, handling pausports for
ragidenta of fawsii, is loomted in your itate, and Zespil 1s not far
dintent from your shores,.

L am backing up my ststements - gonirscta sre also availenle in my
nenda or at my lewyer's for study - with copies of rewspeper cllppings.
lhese ars not selected by me but wmers just tekon at random, whether
they favor or disfavor our gase. | planned writing you & wask 2go but
th- printer had not comgleted his work.

1 mas born in Orenge, ey Jeraey, ir 1899, I teught Zotany st the
University of loweil, wes V"aturalist st Hawali Yatioml Park, nave pub-
lished five books sbout Hawsiien plants and & buoksbout the vesael Cheng
Ho and 7iji, and heve printed scarns of amsller articles of purely Beie
entifiec interest In techrisal Jjourrais. Uy botarical finds are somttered
throuzhout Vuseums snd scientific institutions - ircluding ths: “mith=
sonian - in the United Gtates and elsewhara. I?ﬁy enosen fi@ld 1 am rese
pected and moderstely well known.

1. In 194041 I selled avoard the pslatial 99 ft. long jurk-yacnt Sheng
Uo as one of the guest scienrtists of 'ra. Arme Archbold of Leservoir
Homd, “ashington, D.C. In mll I spent eizht months in Fiji =3 member
of the expedition, some of the resulta Deing cublished by larvard lrie
ver si ty ir "3arge rtia."

2. Vith our entry in the iagord Yorld Yer, the Cheng Ho.was sold to the
Fevy es & wesather station for "1.00.

2. Witk end of hostilities, the Yevy rsturned the Chenz Ho tu -r3, Arche
bold, her origimsl owner.

4. 1t took me four to five yesrs (without remuneration) %o work up wny
finds, and 6,000 of my osn cash to publish my "Teturslist's South ‘acif-
ic “xpadition: Fiji." This wes probedbly why krs. Archbold sold me the
ckarg Ho ot g regaonsble price about flve years sgo. Tha vessel was to
help me eortinue my search for new South SHes lelend plants.

P. L than stertsd the "Cheng Ho lIrading & Sxgloring Company," incore

porated in Homelulu, with & dozon or so stockncldera, moat of theam Anere
iean cit lzans.
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8s I s0ld the Chare Mg, veluad by grn appraiser at 73,000,%c our com-
oany for shiares, reservirz howsvsar tha option to yarcﬁ&se the yvessel ir
ths seme good cordifion in whieh I hed tumed her over to our cumeange

I s1po reserved the right to take one tris a2 gesr in the Cherng Mo with
a fellowescientist for resssrch work, This lest vizht I mver unsed when
I hesrd the rumor that cur cspteir haed bsen saguitted of murder in
frunce years before,

7. Ung of thess stockholders wes the svave ‘‘renchmen Ceritain ariz dogise
sghop, one=time Viehy=-French Lonsul in Hewaii, sy exgert navigstor and
gdve nturer who had sailed with the & rencaman Tstiboust in o doudble

cande frowm Haweil via South africe to vrance, Ve found nim = cherming
person, and were thus dissrmed. ‘e never realized - a fault of our lmx
immigretion officlals in Honolulu - that he was sven then a deportable
nridesiresble slisn rurning arcund loose in Hurolulu until = ship should
arrive to remove him to a Frenech ports If youw will cheek the confidentie
gl files of the Honolulu Immigrstion ~tation, I believe you will find
that deBisschop ls a French conviet and = former sdvisor to & Commuhe
izt ‘ar Lord in Chins. This psrniless sdvanturer, glamorous yet altoe
gather ruthless, thanks to his Hawaiian mother-in-law's Bavings, 'ooh-
troll-d sbout 5,000 worth of sasrss ir cur company. 7e fools elaoted
him Captain, .

B. fe furnished the Cheng Ho with cargo, 1ncluding 10,000 worth of
suger, # commodity then rationed in Tehiti, end commissi oned Capts. de=
Gissohop to ssil theras. e was to return about six weseka later with
¥rench commodities purchased from the sale of ths Americsn merchandise

entrusted to nim,

9: Instead of returning in weska, he limped into port penniless with
the Cherng Mo sbout sight months later, with nothirg but 2 Tons of vanile
1la beana which were then B druz on the market. e hed squandersd tha
somgany's funds - ever sold lsunch and othsr ship's eguipment to pay his
debts = on wine, women and song. +t our company's experse ke even ene
tertairned s Fronch-Tshitian movie sctress ss his conecubine aboard the
Cheng Ho for five weeks,

10.1 had hesrd from disillusioned former sray members (who likewise owned
stoek) that Cgpt. deBisschop intended to sell the varills, get some scre-
1y needed engine perte in Honolulu, and thersaftor ssil eway rever to
return within the 3 mile jurisdiction of the United sStmtes. Thia rumo? _
#wes probebly based on faot ss laster Yederal and Circuit Court procecds
inge in Henolulu proved that "The vessel wes rezistered in Uahiti last
gear in the rmsme of Lhe ship's eaptain dric JelissaHop®whon the vess
g9l petuerliy belonged %o our compuny conaisting of e dozen or sc stocka
nolders, most of them American citizens! /hen sonfronted with thls evi=-
denge, liks eny sornersd thief trying to save himself and sccomplices,
deBisscnop gave the excuse thet it "wes dus te a clerieml srror in the
gffics of the Gowrner of Tehiti."

11s e bsd ths Cheng Ho sporaised asein and thkis time ehe wes velued st
160,000, e loss of 15,000 irn B monthe under CUsptaln dellesschop's pirste
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fesl mismenagamant]

18, I and othsr injured stocknoliers ismsdistely tiod ap the vassel for
debt ir Honclulu srd started one lewsult efler ancther, esvery ore of
which we wons

18, I eni some, but rot &ll, ¢f the othar swindled atockholders sgld our
shersg to the defisschop fection - the fire old Usweiien ledy aominz %o
ner Sone-inelaw's rescue with the necessery cash. 1, as ususl, retalned
my original cption to purchese the Uheng Ho in the same criginal good
gondit ion (appraised st "70,000) for 15,000 in July 1952, Alao, I and
other steckholders foolishly scceopted I1.0.U.8 from the deiisschop fece
tion for 2 totel of soont ' 2,000. & ther sllowed deBkissohopr to sall

out of U,5,, waters with ths Cheng Ho, he incidentally being subject %o
dupertaticn as en undeairepble sl ien & second timo,

14. Ly ogtion to purchese tne Cheng Ho in July for {16,000 is not far
off. It wes my irtention tofincorporste smew with the Tahitisn shipe '
ping sgent and chendler kr. Oscar “ordman es pertner. [t was my purposa,
ae orizinelly five yéers bemcok, to use the Cheng HU a8 & general copra
and trsding vessel, I botsnizing vericus isolsted Soutk Zes Islsnds
winile cergo 1a being loaded ard unloaded.

15, Yo oollect the 3,000 debt from deiisschop fur myself snd other
stockhuldere, we engnged sboub s year sgo Lr. Hoppenstedt, & Fapests
sttorney, to reprasent s, He received from us, hls cllients, various
Gourt end other doecuments regarding the Cheng Ho cage and was pald
£100 to translate them from 4nzlish into french 8o they eould be more
repdily tsed in & |rench Court. Later he wanzled spother 150 outvef us
Americers, low I hesr from Leniti that Ur, Loppenstedt never msde any
transietions at 2ll though he kept Lhe 10U, 'Nether ne hes stolen eny
of the contreetl pepars or 3cld th=m to Uspt, desleschop 1 A0 net know.

16, deBissdhop, A ne'sr-doewell with proctically no sesets sxcapt rights
in the Charz Mo urntil July 1952, has sllowed the ves=el, built.of ccstly
teak and camphor woods, to dstericrste in = wenbton narner. ae hos kept
har in Lhe water continuously for about a year, allowlng shipworms to
bore into dhe huoll. Ceplking will nsver meke zood such fundsmental
damages e hed her pile un the reef in Degsmber, causing sdditionsl ser=
ious demage, Fe hes torn cut the interior, meking the vessel cne vasi
a1l of s holds +<his mer, who cen't aver pay the yesrly Intarast on

the ican, osnnot poseibly mske good suph dsmaga &nd replace the tesk

gnd camphor wood perts he removed to ®sell or give away. Tow can I eyer
use the vessel as my cpticon contrect providsd:

M &) ‘
= bl T8 1Lhe Bt f 1 . -
1 14
G = ¢ 1A . G - ag re thar ra d 2F BLlawr
el - uly 1 55 o atert' a | BUmEn Ry, i
18ing, + inat deonmbar rant at1ed vi g Jor: Vorga,
Papitlsy 4 viss heg Doen ramted 7 % ind i
Fup Gix monbhs, A8 you 2:=n see [rom theé arclosad

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




¢ fir4ets Gy acllsnt).

N i I'.e"f‘." =13
anibd B2Lroxinsd Ly *
i Lor r Lom B ol

ard or pgle L8] Fivete Gitlxas
swindisg cpe glngis ‘meriean sltizar. la it mut rather = conapiraocy
fevolwine peal st pregary Vreman JTovarmmet STicinla cortiruing
to awindls s groud of Americer citlmerad ‘ne one salvdler iz @ twlos
jepariad frapohn er=<woniul. ué to. 8 2laricsd arrer in tYhe iflce Gf
il the Tovalenor of Tahiti,” | solmpantly inducad n gonfe
array” or freud to register the Jhen o HE %Y
e e belonged risnbtfully tu sy Americen gouan 3
agre Lils seme | renaomsy or vl 8 hils susiness esssciste an th
ndy Jovirnor's Trivy Coupcll, exerts his influsnse to mabotnss or
imsricanr cltizan (repr :':—Lf'_\_:'::-t.'_. i om visite

maricsn scitiseng) Ty
ing Tehiti to pettar Fight for Ju: £ L Lhu famed
atlorne «. Henri Lepsepstedt, o 4fvaa el Lo resrdnant Ud Amole
icuns and roceived LloU, | toed not cut bn welting.
{ feul rensgnehly sure Lthat some government ciflolals in Teniti
8. -8 bhan u;Jt. villlicons af

gorsider ve Americen perdleclly fuir
dutiers M ekt and 1« in Pavis eritest, 8o thoas
oolanlels balieve, 1f thoy nelo il vessel wurin e mera
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Yakaweo, Heul, 7. Moweil.
Apeil &, 1988,

sena ¥Lyi

r I sm writing %o munibwre of my Governmeny, periioulsriy to
¥r, Ferripgton, Uslegte %o Gongrogs, snd to Jogdutiss ¢f your Aassms
bide Mationsle, Bow I texe the liberty of amplting to Fou @a wells

1 s 85 Aworican sitinor snd texgeyer, bury lv Urznsq, ¥aw Jerauye
1 tmught Soteny et the University of lawmeli, wes Toturslist st Howstl
Yetional Ferk under the Dapertment of tha Intericr, keve publistaed
five booke Mbowt fswaiisn plants =nd o bock spout the veesel Sheny
Ho and PA 3L, end heys crinted scorss of smpller srtislies of puraly
goiontific interest In teshniasl journels. !y botenitsl finds ars goat-
tarad thronshout Museume snd sclentiflc lastitetions -« ireluding ihe
Amithgenian - in the Urited sStetes and eliewieres LN my shdgsn fiela
1 am resgsated and modaretely well kvowns -

1: Inp 1940-42 1 scotled nbosrd the pelstial 99 Ti. lovg Jjurkeyselt Oheng
Eo as ore of the guset sclentistes of lrss Aune Archovld of dessrvgir
Rosd, ‘sehingtoms In sll 1 spent eight munthe ir PI{l s¢ mesber of the
'ezpodition, some of the rasplie being publichad by fHarward lsiveraity.

2e ULtk our entry In the Segond Torld ‘ar, ths OCheog o mea scld to the
Upited stastes Yavy aa 8 weathsr etation for [1.00 Lom patriolic rosuonte

8 "ith cod of hostilities, the Tevy raturnsd the Chanz Mo To ¥ra. Arotie
Wold, her originsl omnar,

4: It took me four o five yamrs (without remuneraticn) to woek up my
finde, end £6,000 of my own 2ssh to pablish my "Fetursllsi’s Soutk
Peelfle Sxpedition: Fijis" his was provebly why irs. Arenbold scla mm
the Ohang Bo at a rosmsmable prisa abouv five jyemrs agt. *ho yvesael
wes to help ma continus oy scsron for aw Soutn Jes island plsntde

Be I thon started tls “Cheng Ho Treding & Exoloring Compeny," 1nssr-
porgted in Gonoclulu, w=ith s dosen or so steekbolders, mest: of them
Aneripcen osltizeng, '

6 1 =0ld the (hesg Do, velusd by np sgpreiger at 076,000, to our Sams
gary for sheres, rapervimg Horvevar fie optiun To purols ss bthe vassel
in ths sams good conditicn in Rulsh I ked turnsd lor over Lo our odMme:
gany.. 1 nlan reserved the right to teks one Sriy & yoie Ln Lhe Oheng
o 3 th oo felloseseientist for reacsroh, fhia last right I ssver vead
ahen I Reard that ond ssntalrn Xed & pridon raeovd in Erancs. He lived
Lonme in Carmes, Gp to dAboul 1835

T» Ung of these stcokioliera sac the sonve Franchmar Just fe3a e
ohmar Jante 4y 5
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I Bissabop, cre-tine VishgSrensh Curgul in Jawall, w0 azpart avisetos
mnd sdyarturer Ao asiled sith the [ rershaan Yativcust i u dgsole
eanca Irom Fnsail vie scuth Afriga %0 “evpaws o found klm & sas i
pergos, AFd ware this dlgerméd. ‘e rever realived e n fault of oud lax
imalgrotion officisds 1r lorolulu & thet ns sug sver Wien o Seportable
uraniraubls alios romming: arcand locsa in domciulu Gntil o ehip
Unoukd arelve $o luks Lin seny to scme Frengh surt. This sémmlless sde
yanturas, ﬂ::oraaa JoU altogetnor rathlosa, thevke tu kib [usallan!
nLLhs rain- '8 gpavirge, ourtrollsd sbeut 1L,000 worth af ghiaras &)
our osMpLng: i aanvrollud more. = fools mizotad nim Snplatins

8, ¥ furcluked the Cheng Su sk enrge, Losivding Y1u,000 worik of
Soger, # cumnedity then ratlemed 1o Takisi, and gueslealensd Uspt. de=
Blasahop. £ msil there. 5o wss 0 roturn =vsut elz wuoka lsler Wlsh
fronch sommoditiue puralexed from the zele uf iy Amiriian Neralisciive
eutrustad $c nims

Sy Irateod of ratorsing 1= elx sueire, Be 1iousd Luto port pernilisass
wlth tha Chane Wo sbput slebt werths latur, sith nEiking but 4 Cons of
vanilis beens whloh sere then o dreg o ths amerket. Us had ssuandsred
the aompenyg'e funde - awvan gold lvwnoh snd Glhsr =k 1a'e aaulpnent: ve.
FEY NIy dobts = o Firs, aoMan Und 20ng. AL wir compeny'e sigensa he
evan entertsitod a [rensha~ilshitisar movie mebrsss encsrd thy Olicox Ho

A0 T bed lawrred from dlaillusiored forper sres wmbars (aho Liks-
wige owned atoek) that Janb. deslsssacp (ntepded Lo mell tne verllla
#nd Bhen buy domk sorsly nesded eoglne parls in Gsnplais;. thereatter -
eslllng svoy vevsr to roture withlv the O mlle jurlsilotisn of the,
Urited “tates, “nis rumcr sue orobs by 0seed on Ysat ef leter faderal

prd Dironlt Jonrt provenfings &1 Gunclulu proved that “The vesssl mma * L

régictorad dr Tanitl isst yeer L+ toe rsme of the sulp'a chptedl ris.
fedlsdnhop" when the vessel detislly balonged to our somyeny sGasiche
ing of ¢ doson Or 80 slockholders, mcav of them Amwpioun eit llens?
‘how guinfrantad with thils evlispoe, 1ike any pormersd talef trying %o
save hinsslf end apcomplioces, deSisacnop gave the exuwis tket It
"mog-dus bo s Slaplenl epiur Lr Lde offloa of Ulw GotmERcE of $ARITE.T

1. ‘o hed the Uhang Fo spprulsed siuin end thin tius ahe sas valusd
at 180,000, + loas of ULL,000 in 8 aentas trder Jeps. d=iiesohap's
piratinal slimaragsmentd

12; [ an) ofher trjurvd stoskhelaces {mmadlebely vied up tha vosssl
for fiobt in dovolulo nnd atarted upe lewsult =fter srobtaey, cvery one
af shioh we won,

Xoy I #rd pome, bot sov all, of tis otkov Nsindlsd stoskhelasrs dold
our shares $o Blm H02lesciich fa0tlon = LAt Pins uid Busuiinn Ledy
goaing to ler sperdthrlft son-in-las's reseus with the nessssary sushe
T, 86 Gsgal, veteined my wighinrel option to purchune thoe Chene Bo 4Ag
] Anme ar{giml guod cunfitlon (supreised st 75,0000 £5r 210,000

dn Julyisd®, Alwo, I and othsr stooklinliors foollenly sceaptsad T.0.U.8
from the Saileechop Twtlen fo7 ¢ total of sbout L0000 'e YREN ale
diveed delitnmenhicp to sufl vut of T.9,, wedore wlthk the SMang Ho, he
inatdentally being subjeat to degortution as sr urdunirestle elisy &
pesoel tims,.
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- %%i‘ ;I gption 1; f1;:*-33.‘-.--“ the Showe o' Le éply Tor lu,\OO‘f‘P ?ot Tar

LT ait flan tu I' 'uryur'-t--' UL r:!l.h the e uhilpe
ple Agent av -'-um'la.r Er, Louoy “orpan gy puriter. 1t Aes sy pn‘-
.wao m eri-rlnau; Live J_lr begk, b0 taa r... Thave o A fgl,
gaprt prd tredins vassael, 1 botanl o ng varions fvvlalbed 'ouhr us lae

lemds wiile ssrzo 128 bBeing lopded and unlosdady

A8s To eolleat the 0,000 d2bt fros dellesshop for mpself eHd GEper
nicokholAsry, wh orgugjed rbUnt 8 Yenr efo 'r, Loppanastudt, & Ysphote
attornny, to représent w2, Je ratelwd Yeon us, sis sllonta, verions
sourt and othir documents rejurdlwny ths Jhong e eoss #nd sag pald
£150 to tranalste tham frow “ngliuk dnte Frenahk so teey ouuld b; nors
randlly uvadd Lo s Urenoh Lovrt. Dobur nw ssngleé s@other "0 out oF
us Amariagcas Pow I bear from Tabilti that ve Uoppecitadt oevor made
any tranalations at sll Thouzh ko kepl the L. Jhotbor ha Gas atdlen
iny of ‘the contract papers or =Ud thas b0 Gapt, dsdlasehop depands -
o0 818 profesnlouml Intaurlity,

6. ﬁ'iﬂ.ﬂ!ﬂhbﬂ; 6 netersic-Woll With prastlioslly no neasts exonpt rlanta
in the Rheng Ko untll July 1857, has sllowed She vosasl, bulls Of 3oate
1y teak snd onzghor gsods, to detericrnte In W =arton =4rnar. e has
knpt hor in the mater gontinucualy for fboul v year, ailowing ships
worms 16 bove inte thd hull, Caul¥ing #ili nover axe $60d Bush Tundas:
myntnl daminge, Ba had Ler plle or the rosfl in Deseabor, csuslng Adils
tional sorious dunnge. we log tars oubl the intericr, muring 440 vez-
#0l ope vast shell of u hold! Thig moe, sho surnut ever ey the yeurly
intars¥t on tae 5,000 Loan, sarnub posalbly meky good deeh Aasnge
ani rwuu the Leak avd ssmphor woods gerte ke rosuved Lo aell or
Eive nudy. HO4 osn 1 sver wae the veduel nd my opbiion contreot gros
Yiged:

1%, To ouliaat the devt for syaolf ard Jtusrrvatpeklioldera, So take
owar tha "imsc Fo = [ wga pot thon nenre of her ahiparcek snd other #
Jumepe « in duly 1962, to start & now compeny, snd Lo 40 s0me DUtEn<
fulng, 1 lasd ﬂemnr regussted vises Tor Songs; Yew Velvdonle end
Tshiti: A vies has besn grated me by ths Indopardert Eincdom of ioags.
for six monthgs Ao you osr voe from tha endltnad ocopley, 8 vies Nghy
bagn grasted ws for one year to vigit tao “renoh Goleny of faw “clge L
dorin (Shers T mave no sssata Ao acllaot. 4t ahere | 2ave & weasel
ﬂﬁ!"{*ﬁ ?I.l!UUU wrdl Jhers L+ Loraae ro=a sngtl ceed o aud SUpar
iomrioats spprosibmtaly o,vuv oNdh, Wy daqeest o W8 (oWeraeE o
Sabitl far parmisealon to visiht ala islsdids Sas Hot Soam orafted.®

i Falte g souinoidenced

I A8, “hla ls notn stmplo snwe 6370 vne gingle iraneh privels vitisen

' swindloo one gingls \serfonn peivete sitizen. L Lt nol ratlicr o Solie

gplrpey ievolving pnat and present | redeh Sovernzent offleisls contlfe

- alng & awindlu bagun ir fonciulu by e profeasiovonl srook with s police
resord in Xrangal

L omp of ug steakksldnvz baliove thet boamise =@ Laxpsyars hend out
bAlLione of dollava wight sad left Ln Porla, sume gresdy Geet asl Arass
ant pety offiolsls irx tiny Lmhfiti Yeol ¢ willl not protost thoolr stasle

ine & mare I8U,000 from wu §osd noturad, Btepld | mirian . vatorally
- *
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1f we are awindled in July, 7 skmll try to smmlata mile Zolld snd
‘urite priicliss 2o the newgogpere sbout “mal de por in Takitit fep
“Shs imeriosy snd ireneh pubils to roed. The evarasge oltisen Le honsss
and =11l Mot tolerste inieztiass, .

L potrse, 1 se dlaturbed that gorheps tho gsooundrels v Pehlsd
mey tale gtbtle sotlon mgminst Ir. Tordusn for wishing ts boccms my
PERLNET gnd phowing frlendahip $¢ Amrionns, rlth Eahl%l su oloss S0
amerioan Sorpitory it 13 & myste ry Lo me sny yonr Uoloninl -:xﬂcu:ﬁ
Parie permits Lhe wrseking of goodwill bullt wp by "Prisndskip fratwes
#10:, 980, , by mon ¢he bsve never beer in Amarics or sro prejudiced
fE= ivat dor besmuve ¢f thsir fepdrsstivn as undesiresdie mifenu. Thy
does not the Coloniel Office for & ohangw srpoint man with Sevolr
faire ¢f Amsricen woyse, like ¥. Fordmen cr ¥, Tarsr (why deve 1ivyed
ib imerlon) to pleces of responeibilltyy

fours very truly,
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- vakaweo, saud; T Wi aele:
eril 6, 190%.

oAk nira:

_ Bay L We a0 boid ne LW requaknl tied the aapemblide. SRULOSELR
invesgtigate what Transpires lv yoor vasutlful Ogleny of Jsaltis 11 %S
not mil. o L am o takiag the liverty of we lt‘!".(. Lu mosbars of Jour Ate
Babléa Lo "ayia upd to membsra of my vongrsne {r raInlnElond

U wm mn Amdrionn aitisen bors in msnge, fou Jereed, Tedekey (R0A888.
L pesy Dotany st the Unlveruitsy of !---'-,11. Fad Totusadlat of lswadd

pllomad fark under the Yophrtment o i LatorloR heve pudlahked five
Books ancut Susilign plas Ls and w3 bogk avoul the Junkesssht ClyMy Ho
tnF1jL, wnd Bave golnied sturoa of munulsr mriiales of purely eale
antific Inthrast Ln teghiridnil Juudmila. Sy uoten toal & Lugowries dre
Soatterad 3o Vuseums throughout Bha iorlde Un zy oheson €lold, T an
riapeated and q=il kroEn. . s
e {0 LUA0S81 § zplled whonrd Yho pelabisl B9 78, 1ong Junkagaahit
Uhers Ho oma one of whe wos gteaclonSisle of jrs. Aone Sronbold of "agne
festton. Ir ndl F spert alzht montha L= V1Sl e member of the sxpafils,
nc aten of thy wusulty baiva publlahed by Uar v Ul o187
2. ith onpry of the Unlted Nteuds Lato ule Lesong Porld far, the
wa 10 sel 20id bo tha U.d., Yavy for $1.00 for petrivtie ronstng.
S. V1th o of hoatilities, the U.2. favy returmed the Thongz lo te
. Arahnods, s r orlaiml Swner, fur she 11,00,
4, A€ Bock me four to five yenrs [without, ronzre sukion) to voPk up my
7308w, md 26,000 of =y own suzh W subllan 87 9ok “Usturelist's
uwth Faodfie Sxpeditlon; FLJL." Giic wes provsuly why Nre. Arga ;I;l
Scl4 me the Chang 5o Bt » reesumble prios sbout five yemrs ozc.
‘yeuanl wng to help e pontimyo my wedruh for cew louth Jes Lalap ﬂﬂ“llu‘
S« b ther atarted tha "Uleng Ho Tmaiog & ixplaring Uommng,™ ivasr—
Pommtnd 40 Monolulu, TiE.a., WiLE W d0zdm or =9 stookhullurs, st of
. ‘tham imsriosn oitizers.
h Ba I 3314 the Oleng o, welued by mumffau ¥ LTH,909; tu our sofpany
for ahares, rosarving howwvar b optlon to0 purcaseoe my vessel im Judy
AGES for 115,000 Lo the 8amo cood wunditian Ain ehioh § 15d turned her
over Lo our gompeny. [ slag resarved Vns rlight %o YsSe onn Grip s Feay:
in the Ohemg Ho with n fellom=gatentlst for resesral. | mevar Took sde
yanieiee of tEinwlght shern [ hewrd vhe Cupbain, who Ilved loeg in
Gannes befors 1035, hed o poliss resced.
Te Ung of theae amkholésru was Lle Susve Jrenalmsw Cspl, Arls aaSics
:;;Et'&'ep;_ one=tinm Vishyelsonts Jonwul £r lesdls, of oxgert pavigatar sho,:
with f. Swtiocust, safled 1r au dcuble oghos from Tmauli Lo 2 paNos. Sa
found Wls & ahgraicg pakaon, ard were Shue dlporsed,. '3 saygr Toaliss
‘o thdt fie ¥l Than n Uspdrtnbleo codosireshld allep riimisg sbunt
douso An Henclvln wotil & ship whould srrive Lo fake him asuy Lo &

} Tronek part. thils pacnilosy adwe atursr, 9no ibved fLor u :-.-n' L Qafead,.
thnaka Vo hies mothas-in-iesn'a cavinga, econteolisd chout 0,000 worth -
of sharea 1v onr gospanye T 20ntrolled more, (a fogle ﬁlnobed him Copv.

' Be Yo Lurnlabied she Cheng Yo #ith .'.m-,g\., imyludiog 010,000 porth wf &
gusnr- thin repioned A TELItL, 4nd aodilasisosd Sept. dadieEchop 6o
.Cld.l np . thnre; M ans %o rzturn gnout aix weeafW-ialsr =i th ) racels
“ooemuditite oubonmasd Trow the pMaveds L Lhe 2ule wf Lhe loeflown, |




-1
_marchendise entrustad to hims _
To Inetiesd of returniog 1v alx wasiz; no lmpad into pert percviless
#with tho Sherg Ho sbout eight bortis lates, afth nothing but & Yona of
varille besna whioh wers then o drug on the nmarket. Jdo had sandeved our
atmpuny’s fTundes - eyen sold leevok ond otbor snig'e equlpment te pey Ris
dobte = on wine, women end scnge At cur somusny'm expsnse ke even anthsre
tolni#d o Preavoh«Cshitia petress sboard the CLeng lo for five weekie
18. £ hod lasrned from former dleilluelcred ersy mesmosrs (who llkswise
ouned atook) thet Bapt. delilsschop interdsd tc oali the wanillas to buy
#ome sorely mesded engina pefte I honglulwy, end ihersalter sull pway
nevar to ratern withisn the 2 mlls Jurisdistion of the Toltsd Sdstes
Phia rumor wau probsbly bussl v faot B later Uedorel and Girewdt Gours
prosesdings in Horoluln proved thnt"Zhe vessel yee reglateved ir Taniti
st F«a’" in the pame 0f vho ship's Seotwin Srio desisschop" whenm Whe
vuopel sotuslly belongsd Yo our compsny conelating of & dozan Or su |

‘glockhold most of them Amerigen citisenel ither sonfronted w :
gﬂgeﬁga,eﬁﬁe -g?ly a_arueiﬁd thieg‘ 1¥Fing Yo [eve {zimal_gusﬂg &aékgp__{_%gg-..

QuBinsohop gave the exeuso that 3t "gns dus Yo s slarldel error in the
bRl de of Lhy GoYersor of T#uistl." de in Heyadiil rarsmbey the ramuy
of 8 resent Gowarnor of Tehiti #ollowing & oclent scs¥ial.. '

11. ‘e had the Oksrg He upprelead wgsio end thia time sk ses velusd &t
160,000, o lose of (15,000 in Bumonthe under Gept, desisschop's pizstie
ool mlsnensgemnentd

18, I %pd other Ingured stuvokholders immedietely tied wp our vessel

for dsbt in Ronmolulu end etardnd one leweult sfier dncther, &very one.
of whioh #we wons. Ihe epclosud coples of newspnper elipplngs, seleatad
st wardom whether thay fmvor or disfavor dedlisschop, will give guu n
ides how the french execunsul sxd Vhe Jhenz ko fleeresd In the newse

1%, i art some, but not sll, of the other swindled stockholders sold
onr gkeres ro the BeBissohop Feetion, the fine vld Eewsliian ledy oom=
Ang to her Bop=-ip=lsw's resope with the nsgespeary omshs 1 ratsi ped op
‘origiosl option to purchass the fhang o in the 2sme origimsl 2ood CORe
dition (mopralsed =t 274,000} for 116,000 in duly 1958, Ales, 1 snd
other stoskholders focliskly ascepted [.0.Ues Irom the detlsnshey -
tion for & totsl of sbout (I,000. «¢ tksr ellowed dellsschoy to sail
out of H,fl., waters with the Cherng Ho, he ipcidentelly bairg subject

te deporieilon na an unisalrssple alliern = secund time,

14. liy option %o purghoss the Ghong ¥¢ in July for "14,000 1a not e
offe It was my intention %o incorporats snaw with the Tsaitian anipping
egent snd ahiandler We Ogosr Wordmen me parireors It nea my purpose, o
originslly £ive ra ngc, to tse tie Chang Bic @ g aghnersl ¢ours B3
treding veemsel, h.amﬁaf.ng verious isclated Jouth e Lelands whlle
ggrgy 13 peing uriosded end losdeds .

s g goliset the [U,000 debt from detlssohop for mysell snd plher
ptaokhold ers, we onsnged shout s yeer ngo &, Henrd Nopperstedd, a Sa=
pests nttorney, to represent us. his roceived from ws, hls clients, ¥Yer-
lous Jourt mnd othsr dopumwinte regerding the Chenz Fo cese pnd wase
paid $100 to treansiste them from dnglisk Lnto Frereh so Lhey sould be
more resdfily uesd ir e french Courte Leter ne wongled anoiksr 20 out
of ug Lmavicsra. Toy I leern from Yshiti that Me Hopperstedt naver
made any trenglatlions at all ever though he kept ocur 130. ‘hethar e
hea otolen any of the osomirset pagers or sold tham to depte Ggdla-
Sehoy depsnde on his professionel invagritye
16, deslzschop, & ne'er-do-wall with precticslly nu aseala o wapl cole-

teul ol the Fheng Eo ustil July 1908, heo allowsd the Gheng Ne. oulit
M | 2
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of agetly tank aud camphor woods, to dsteriorsta in 8 wmnton mgm.tu-'.
e hea kept her in troplesl wobora auvtiroeusly for sbout & Four, wle
lowivp suipworms to bora irto ths hulle Owplking wild newr ke ziod
aual fendamental domage. 52 e d Tny plle wp on the vesf in Japember,
gauding sdaitionsl gerions injury. s lae %orn ost the interlor, maks/
ing the vaseel cna vast shell of & hold! $his man, sho cannut svenm
pey tha Fearly intersst or toe 5,000 loun, amsnedt possivly meke good
sugh damage end repluce tie tesk snd osophor wouds parts Ua had ramoves
to sell or give away. Bow ean 1l aver uds the vessel ad my optioch cone
tIEtt providedy

1%7. To pullagt the dabdy for myself wed otler stoakholdurs, to tekd
aver the Cherme Zo = 1 @es nol then sware of ner ohipwrack and serious
negleot = fn July 1952, % stsrt = naw cupany, snd tudo sume botens
faing, i leat Decamber raqussted vises to visit Tongs, Faw Usladonls,
am Uphitie A vise lms Veen prented me by the indsperdent Einkiom of
Tooge Tor six monthe. k= you opr ses from the erclosed ocoplea, s vies
hsa beer grantéd me Tor ons year to vialt the Yranch Coluny of Tew
Galedonie (wiere I bhave noy ausets to collsat). Sut miera ! hava o Ves~
ael gurth (75,000 snd quere s forper Frouen Corsbl owsa 4o end othay
Amsxijcann ®ham i reprosent spproximtely L,U00 oash, my eragueat to o
tha ' Boverdor of Tgniti for permisalon o vieiy afs lsisnles “hes net
Loen pranted.' Colncidence remarkable}

Fhiz= Ip nobt p simple ceee wheraby one singles Frenoh sxounvict seins
@les ome single Americen priwmtbe citizen. It it not matner s sursplracy
dovelving geat apd prasent Fronch Govarnment offisials continuiez to
swindle s group of Ameriaan citizsns? That ia whet I wish gour end my
Bowrnrents $o Ipwotigmte. The one swindler is & twice desported

¥roneh ex-carstle “luz %o & sleriesl error in the office of the Govarner

of Tahitl® the Cheng Ho wea reglstered, by "error' or fraud, =s the
Frenchmn'a proparty when she belonged rizntfully yo en Anmericsn gome
oangs <hen parhgod this sems oxeoonsul or gome interssted saaocviste on
ths Guvsraor's Privy Council, exsrts hnis influence to sabotsse an
American eltizen (reprecentlig cther Amsplosn oltisens) from visiting
Tehlti to better fight for Justices ‘et I think of the famed aiternsy
¥ Henrl Boppenstedt wio wae engazed 10 represent us sseripars ard 2ce
cepted 1130, I nsed not gut in writ ings vhy send a "Frlandsnip fraiat
to Ameries and then ellow & fewx greedy Culonisls to wresk this favor-
Able plbllsity? An investizetion will aveid toda.

Seonpse of the rapececus intercst shown by Frensk Covernment of-
fielsls, psst end presend,” ir the comlng danerakipy of the Cheng Bo
end the peyment of Uhe $3,000 devt, I rewest your izsambdlée Vstionale
te investigmte the sl tuation in your C3lopy of lshiti. L feel your
fBoyernmart should,

1. Immedistely pay me and other Rekkzk stnokholdsra npproximitsly
3,000, plus interast.
A« On July, 1952, oy me sixty thiousmad dollars (960,000), shigh
sum reprasents the original sdpreised value | .7'5.,000')' of the task
6nd OAMDROT woodls Cheng Ho 1e39 the 115,000 1 contrscted to psy for
Aer raturn in her originsl condition,

L0k Yary t“'-'fily.
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TERRITORY OF HAWAII
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS

HONOLULU

April 8, 1952

Mr. Otto Degener
¢/o General Delivery
Makawao, Maui

Dear Mr. Degener:

When I received your recent letter concerning the
junk, Ching Ho, I referred it to the Department of the At~
torney General for study and recommendations. The following
is quoted from the Attorney General's letter dated March 31,

1952:

"The Ching Ho, which is now in Tahiti, is apparently
owned by the Ching Ho Trading and Exploring Co., Ltd.,
a Hawaiian corporation, and is reported to be regis=-
tered as a French vessel in Papete, Tahiti. Mr.
Degener claims to have an option to purchase the
vessel in July, 1952.

"The solution to Mr. Degener's problem is for him
to exercise his option in July 1952 by purchasing
the Ching Ho from the Hawaiian corporation which
presently owns the vessel. In this matter the
Governor of Hawaii cannot be of assistance to Mr.
Degener. If Degener purchases the vessel he will
then for the first time be entitled to possession
of the Ching Ho, which can be accomplished by the
necessary legal steps in the courts of Tahiti. The
Governor of Hawaii could then only assist Mr.Degener
by requesting the authorities in Tahiti to allow
Degener to enter Tahiti in order that he be afforded
an opportunity to recover possession and control of

the Ching Ho."

As indicated by the Attorney General, I can be of as=-
sistance to you when it is necessary for you or your represen-
tative to go to Tahiti to take over the Ghigﬁ Ho. Since this
problem has already been before the courts, o not feel that
the Office of the Governor should make a direct effort to
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Mr. Degener -2- April 8, 1952

settle the points at issue. I will be glad to write to the
Governor of Tahiti in behalf of your desire to enter that
island. Your check in the amount of $1.00 is being returned.

Before writing to the Governar%f Tahiti, I shall
wait to receive further comments from you.

Sincerely yours,

OREN E. LONG
Enecl. GOVERNOR OF HAWAII
Pass With reference to your letter pf March 14, we did

not receive any word regarding the arrival of the
American Consul of Noumea. If he did come to
Honolulu, he did not centact the Governor's office
at any time.

0.E.L.
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H. HOPPENSTEDT

AVOCAT - DEFENSEUR
‘BOITE POSTALE ! 617 i m
PAPEETE - TAHITI PAPEETE, LE ... Apxil 19.92
OCEANIE FRANCAIBE
Er.
Ot to DEGENER
Gen, Def. Makawao ¥Wauil 1
EAWAI]
|
Dear Sir ‘
According to your request,]l have written to Mr. The
Consul General de France irn 3arn Franeisceo and explained him
that after having inquired for mont hs and morths in your

Cheng Ho affmir, I had giver you oll details through Ur.
Ingmen and I was waiting his answer.

I have received your letter of 25 th. uit; I do not un- o
derstand your writing corcerninz my transmission of cnnf'id-e’_!"if,-'
tial carbon copies and advies to Capt. De Bisshop and ¥r. - 51
Gallois,., Who is the person who writes you aueh lies Ill 1

———

You car inform any member of the Copgress you want ; I
‘can answer them that the Chepg Ho affair is not @ Fiasco but o
may become it because you left unanswered my letter to ¥r.
Ingmanr of October 19 th. 1951,

Justizce I want, juet like yourself; but I want it | bR
through thorough study of the gquestion; I did not translate u :
your documents because I feel it unnecessary after the infor=-
mationg I got here and which 1 trapmsmitted to you through =
¥r. Tngmany I was wniting an answer which would have allowed 5
me to act in the Best of your interests; you drop the matter 1
you loose time once more. |

You say the Cheng Ho affair is a fiasco ? No, sir, but
it may become it the way you are acting .

B

P
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DR. PHILIF M. CORBOY
TELEFHONE 56418
565 YOUNG HOTEL BUILDING
HONOLULU 13, T. H.

Aoril 11, 1952,

Dear Mr. Degener:

In reyly to vour redusst concevning
1'Affaire CHENG HO please be informed that 1
the vessel in question is suppesed to be out .
of Tahitian waters and om its way to Honolulu.

Hoping this bit of information will be
helpful to you, I am,

respectfully yours,

f@ '_.‘rf' s
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ADOHESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
American Consulate,
louméa, New Caladonia,
April 16, 1952.

Mr. Ctic Degener,
Makawoo, Mani,
Territory of Hawaii.

Deer lir., Degener:

I have your letter of March 27, 1952, addressed to me
during my short visit in Tahiti. I understand from your let-
ter and from the correspondence in the hands of Oscar G. Nord-
man, that the Consulate could be of most agsistance to you if
it could assure you that you could enter Tahiti prior to the
date of July when you wish to assert en option on the junk,
"Cheng-Ho" and/or to prosecute some legal action in the local
courts.

(n an impersonal basis, but to assure that American eciti-
zens would be given every opportunity to exercise legal claims,
including their access to local courts when necessary, I in-
quired whether an American citizen would be denied a visa to
Tahiti if such purpose were his sole reason for reguesting a
visa to Tehiti. T was given every assurance that seeking to
assert a legal claim, including application to Tahiti courts,
would not be a barrier to the issuance of a visitor's visa to
an American citizen. However, I was also told that it is
occasionally difficult to establish from applicants exactly
what their purpcse is in seeking to wisit Tshiti. In some in-
stances French consular officers have sometimes referred the
applications to the Govermor of the French Establishments in
Oceanie and visas have been denied.

You may or may not be applicable to this case, but I was
given to understand that your application at one time was put
on the basis of seeking only to enter Tahiti to do botamnical
research. Erroneous as thet may be, I can only suggest that
you make a brief and direct application to the nearest French
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Consul again, setting forth precisely your purposes in seeking
a visit to Tahiti and offering at the same time evidence of your
return passage or assets to assure the Tsmhitian Government that
you will depart at the end of an approved visit.

Very truly yours,

210.9
PEH:eJj
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iy Ott0 DEGENER, citoyen américain rdsidant sux Iles Hewal
se plaint,d*une part de ce quiun visa d'entrée 3 Tahiti lui
alt €td refusd par les juteritdés lecales, d'autre part des
sginsemonts de sec coassocids pour 1'expleitation : Le
;:.o::m“:dsuammﬂcmm*m uells 11 :

oita,

Cotte pitition & été renvoyéde le 7 Nevembre
Ri% au h?l.n“". :. h'm:- g;o;uo-m u: 11 rapport
ar HIRIO au nom de ommission du suffrage und—
versel, du zaghnit et des péiitions, '

Réponme de ¥, le Ministre de la Framoe 1
d'Outre=ilar,

Monsieur le Président, 1

Vous aver bien voulu me tronsmetire sux fims
d'ezamen une pétition de 1, Otto DEGENIR, citoyen ‘icain,
répidant sux Iles Hewal, qui se plaint, d'une de ce i
?gwa aentrés & sanitd lai att €44 ret 4 vor les fn-
alén po l'upiezuuan commercinle en Ocdanie de la jomque
NOHEN " sur laguelle il posside des droits, 5 oH

J'ai 1'homneur de vous faire comnaltre gue le
Gouvermeur des Ztnblissements Frangsis de 1'Ccémmie l&
avelt ét¢ copmuniqude précédemment une premidre ”i:'
Ke DLGENER slressce directement au Bépartememt de Frence
d'Qutre-ifer, n'a informd & la date du 24 Juillet 4 ory
qu'il avait accordd & l'intéressé le vise d'entrde &
qu'il sollfedtait, i, DEGENER a dome déjA regu :
sur le premier point qui fait 1l'objet de me pétitiem,

1 ce gui concerme pnr ailleurs les conflits
i B i B ot L P TR oyt gl e
onnes, peour ou jonque
NCHENG-HO®, 18 Gouvernour des Etablissements Brangais .ip
1'0céanie, & qui dem renseignemente svalent dtd ¢ ) mur
cette affaire, & frlt savoir qu'il stagissait d'un G4fL&r:
d'ordre commerciel gui relevsit uniguement de la | ce

‘../OI.
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deas tribumaux de Pa
tration peut que reater

Gontrairement aux gllégations de I, m& :;;

torité Administrative locale n'a nullement pris parti d
différend, Semile, la francisation de la jonque "CHENG-HO",

intervenue par erreur & la suite des démarches faites par M,

de BISSCHOP, pourrait &tre reprochde au service des

de Papeste, maie cette erreur metérielle 2 &té réparée m

t6t qu'elle & é1¢ connue,

veuilles agréer, Hensicur lo résident, 1texpres~

sion de ms haute considéretion,

Wi : Dove WY,
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malhonnétes (parmi tous les justes) de détruire toute cette entente amicale,
pour gagner $63.000? Une enquéte évitera tout cela. Votre ancien consul &
Honolulu a des renseignements de premi2re main sur le Capitaine deBisschop et
1l'affaire du "Cheng Ho", puisqu'il s'est occupé de l'affaire ily a cing ans,

A cause de 1'intérét rapace montré des fonctionnaires anciencs et actuels,
du gouvernement frangais, pour le prochain contrdle du "Cheng Ho" et le paie-
ment de la dette de $3.000, je demande & votre Assemblée Nationale de faire
une enquéte sur l'affaire du "Cheng Ho" dans votre colonie de Tahiti. dJe
pense gue votre gouvernement devrait:

1. Nous rendre & moi et aux autres actionnaires offensés environ $3.000
(trois mille dollars) plus les intérets.

2. Me rembourser & moi $60.000 (soixante mille dollars), ce gui représente
la valeur originelle de $75.000 (soixante-quinze mille dollars) du bateaun
unique en bois de teck et de camphre, moins $15.000 (quinze mille dollars)
que je me suis engagé & payer le "Cheng Ho."

Veuillez agréer, monsieur, l'assurance de ma respectueuse considération.

Oty Feazm

F“Jnt hﬂcfﬂz+' 7o Y ¢ | ‘ mantatinn

1IDUILULL 1V LIJULC J ALIUI |
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malhonnétes (parmi tous les justes) de détruire toute cette entente amicale,
pour gagner $63.000? Une enquéte évitera tout cela. Votre ancien consul &
Honolulu & des renseignements de premi®re main sur le Capitaine deBisschop et
l'affaire du "Cheng Ho", puisgu'il s'est occupé de 1l'affaire ily a cing ans,

A cause de 1'intérét rapace montré des fonctionnaires anciencs et actuels,
du gouvernement frangais, pour le prochain contrdle du "Cheng Ho" et le paie-
ment de la dette de $3.000, je demande A votre Assemblée Nationale de' faire
une enquete sur l'affaire du "Cheng Ho" dans wvotre colonie de Tahiti., Je
pense gque votre gouvernement devrait:

1l. Nous rendre & moi et aux autres actionnaires offensés environ $3.000
(trois mille dollars) plus les intéréts.

2. Me rembourser & moi $60.000 (soixante mille dollars), ce ?ui représente
la valeur originelle de $75.000 (soixante-quinze mille dollars) du bateau
unique en bois de teck et de camphre, moins $15.000 (quinze mille dollars)
gque je me suis engagé A payer le "Cheng Ho."

Veuillez agréer, monsieur, l'assurance de ma respectuesuse considération.

Oty Doagrmn
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malhonnétes (parmi tous les justes) de détruire toute cette entente amicale,
pour gagner $63.000? Une enquéte évitera tout cela, Votre ancien consul 2
Honolulu a des renseignements de premidre main sur le Capitaine deBisschop et
l'affaire du "Cheng Ho", puisqu'il s'est occupé de 1l'affaire ily a cing ans,

A cause de 1'intér&t rapace montré des fonctionnaires anciencs et actuels,
du gouvernement frangais, pour le prochain contr8le du "Cheng Ho" et le paie-
ment de la dette de $3.000, je demande & votre Assemblée Nationale de faire
une enquéte sur l1l'affaire du "Cheng Ho" dans votre colonie de Tahiti. Je
pense gue votre gouvermement devrait:

1. Nous rendre & moi et aux autres actionnaires offensés environ $3.000
(troie mille dollars) plus les intérets.

2. Me rembourser & moi $60,000 (soixante mille dollars), ce qui représente
la valeur originelle de $75.000 (soixante-quinze mille dollars) du bateau
unique en bois de teck et de camphre, moins $15.000 (quinze mille dollars)
que je me suis engagé & payer le "Cheng Ho."

Veuillez agréer, monsieur, l'assurance de ma respectueuse considération.

Otto Degew
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1P I ) mi A 7]
A/t ) A lf\ a
ot r{l’l‘ . }Lﬁ_ ", 5 - “:‘D Mmao»——rnﬁ }} Hawail, U,S.A.

April ‘3 1952,

baar Sir: &, :
A1l is not well in Tehiti. May I be so bold 23 to request the
Assemblde Nationsle to investigate what trenspires in this besutiful
Colony? I am taking the liberty, also, of writing to members of my

Congress in Washington. sl 5 gy

i b . F/J‘_
I am an American citizen born in Orange, New Jersey, in 1899, I ‘e
taught Botany et the University of Hawaii, end wes Neturalist of Haw-
gii Wetionsl Park under the Depertment of the Interior, have publish- %
ed five books about Hewailen plsnte and s book sbout the junk-yasht ¢
Cheng Ho in Fiji, end have printed scores of smaller articles of pure- .
1y seientifie interewt in technical Jjournmals. My botanical discover-

ies pre socattered in WNuseums thro ut the World. In py chesen ﬂilﬁ I
em respected and well knowny & M M

1., In 1940-41 I seiled aboard the palatial 99 ft., long junk-yacht
Cheng Ho a8 one of the guest scientists of Mrs. Amnne Archbold of Weshe-

ington. In 511 I spent eight months in Fiji as member of the Expedi-
tion, some of the results being published by Harvard University.

-

2. With entry of the United States into the Second World War, the
Cheng Ho wes so0ld to the U.S.Navy for 31,00 for patriotic reasons.

5. With end of hostilities, the U.S.Navy returned the Cheng Ho to
Mrs. Archbold, her originel owner, for the seme $1.00. 3

4, It took me four to five years (without i‘amnneration} to work up my
finds, &nd $6,000 of my own cash to publish my book "Neturalist's
South Pecific Fxpedition; Fiji." This was probsbly why Mrs. Arshbold
gsold me the Cheng Ho at a reasonable price esbout five years ago., The
vessel was to help me in my sesrch for new South Sea ksland plants.

5. I then started the "Cheng Ho Trading & Exploring Company," incor-
porsted in Honolulu, U.S.A., with 2 dozen or so stockholders, most of

them American citizens,.

6. I sold the Cheng Ho, velued by appraisal =t $75,000, to our com-

peny fbr shares, reserving however the option to purohs.ae my vessel
in July 1952 for $15,000
s~T-slee wreserved the right to teke one

trip e year in the Cheng Ho with & fellow-:iaiantist for research. I j |
never took sdvantege of this right when I heasrd the Captain, who, -‘
lived long in Cannes before 1922, had a-ﬁﬁhe gegE .
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2
7. One of the stoeckholders was the suave Frenchman Cept. Eric deBis-

T

it

gohop, one-time Vichy-French Consul in Hawail, and expert navigator
who, withnM. Tatibouet who never got the oredit he deserved, sailed a
double cance from Hawaii to France, We found him a charming person,
and were thus disarmed. We never reslized thet he was even then a de-
portable undesireasble slien running sbout loose in Honolulu until a
ghip should errive to teke him away to & French port. This penniless
gdventurer, thanks to his Hewaiisn mother-in-lsw's savings, controlled
sbout 5,000 worth of shares in our compsny., I controlled more., We

foole eleated him captein,

8, We furnished the Cheng Ho with cargo, ineluding $10,000 worth of
sugar then rationed in Tehiti, and commissioned Cept, deBisschop to
seil her there, He was to return about six q’%eks later with French
ocommodities purchased from the proceeds of the sale of the American
merchandise entrusted to him.

9, Instead of returning in six weeks, he limped into port penniless
with the Cheng Ho sbout eight monthe later, with nothing but 2 Tons
of venille beens which were then & drug on the msrket. He had sgquan-
dered our compeny's funds - even sold launch and other ship's equip-
ment to pey his debts - on wine, women and song. At our dompeny's exe
pense he even entertsined & French-Tahitian cinema sctress aboard the

Jheng Ho for five weeks, e

10, T had learned from former disillusioned crew members recently re-
turned (who likewise owned stock),that Capt. deBisschop intended to
gell the vanilla to buy some sorely needed engine perts in Honolulu,
gnd theresfter ssil eway never to return within the 3 mile jurisdie-
tion of the United States. This rumor was probably based on fact as
later, Federsl snd Circuit Court proceedings in Honolulu proved that
"The vessel wes registered in Tshiti last year in the name of the
ship's captein Eric deBisschop" when the vessel sctuelly belonged to
our company consisting of = dozen or so stockheolders, most of them
American citizens! When confronted with this evidence, like any cor-
nered thief trying to seve himself and his sccomplices, deBissechop
gave the excuse that it "wes due to a clericsl error in the office of
the Governor of Tshiti." We in Hawaii remember the removel of & recent
Governor of Tshiti following a cement scandal.

11. We had the Cheng Ho appraised sgein and this time she was valued
at 560,000, a loss of $15,000 in 8 months under Capt. deBisschop's

piraticel mismsnsgement,

12, I end other injured stockholders immedietely tied up the vessel
for debt in Honolulu and started one lswsuit after another, every one
of which we won. The-eweloged copies of newspaper elippings, collected
g& rendom whether they favor or disfavor deBisschop, will give you an
€8 how the French ex-Consul and the Cheng Ho figured in the news =

Hunt Institute-for Botanical Documentation




not to the credit of France.

13, I and gome, but not all, of the other swindled stockholders sold
our shares to the deBisschop faction, the fine old Hawaiian lady com-
ing to her son-in-law's rescue with the necessary cash. I retained my
originsl option as alweys to purchese the Cherg Ho in—tha—same-good.
conditton (eppraised et $76,000) for $15,000 in July 1952. Also, I
and other stockholders foolishly mccepted I.0.U.8 from the deBisschop
faction for a total of sbout $3,000, We then allowed deBisschop to

sgil out of U.S., waters with the Cheng Ho, he incidentslly being
‘subject to deportation as an undesireable alien a second time,

14. My option to purchase the Cheng Ho in July for $15,000 is not far
off, It m"ﬂy intention to incorporate anew with the Tshitian ship=
ping sgent and chandler M. Oscar Nordmen as partner. It wes my purpose,

a8 originally five years ego, to use the Cheng Ho as & genmeral copra
and trading vessel, I botanizing various isclated South Sea Islands
while oﬁu is being unloaded and losded.

16« To colleect the $3,000 debt from deBieschop for myeelf snd other
stockholders, we engsged sbout & year ago M. Henri Hoppenstedt, a

I p’apaet‘e sttorney, to represent us. He received from us, his clients,
verious Court end other documents regerding the Cheng Ho cese and weas
peid $100 to translate them from ®nglish into French so they could be
more easily used in a French Court, Later he wansie‘ﬁ another %50 out
of us Americans for some seemingly good reason. Now I learn from Ta-
hiti thet M. Hoppenstedt never mede any transiations at all even
though he has kept our $150. Perhsps he is confused end thinks he re-
presents the Captain,

16, deBisschop, a ne'er-do-well with practicelly no assets except con-
trol of the Cheng Ho until July 1952, has sllowed the Cheng Ho, built
of c:astly teak and csmphor woods, to deteriorate in a wanton mammer,
He has kept her in the water continuously for Bbout a year, sllowing
shipworms to bore into the hull, Caulking will never make good such
findamental damage..He had her pile up on the reef in December, caus-
ing sdditional serious damage, He has torn out the interior, making
the vessel one vast shell of & hold} This men, who cannot even pay
the yearly interest on the $3,000 loan, cannot poesibly meke good such
demage end replace the teak and camphor woods parts he had removed

to sell or give away., How can I ever use the vessel as my option con-
tragctnprovides?

17. To colleet the debt for myself and other stockholders, to take

over the Cheng Ho in July 1952 in order to start a new company = T

was not then eware of her shipwreck end serious neglect - and fo bo_‘i:?ﬂj'
~ize, I last December reguested visas to vieit Tongas, New Celedonmia——

gnd Tahiti, A visa has been granted me by the independent Kingdom of

Tonga for six months. As you cen see from ke pgnalesad. copies of let=

ters from San Francisco, & vise has been granted me for one year to

visit the French Colony of New Caledonia (where I have no assets to
collect),
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TERRITORY OF HAWAI|
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS

HGNOLULY

April 22, 1952

Mr. Otto Degener
c/o General Delivery
Makawao, Maui

Dear Mr. Degener:

I have read with a great deal of interest
your letter of April 13, 1952, with attached mate-
rials. Apparently there is nothing of a specific
nature that I can do to be of assistance to you at
this time. The letters and materials attached are
being returned to you, since they may be of value

to you.
Sincerely yours,
OREN E. LONG TE;
GOVERNOR OF HAWAITI
Encls,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ADORESS OFFICIAL COMMUSCATIONS TD
American Consulate,
Nouméa, New Caledonia,
April 24, 1952.

Mr. (tto Degener,
Makawoo, Mani,
Territory of Hawaii.

Deer lMr. Degener:

Reference is made to your telegram of April 17
and the Consulate's letter of April 16, concerning
your desire to travel to Tahiti and to obtain a set-
tlement of legal questions on the junk "Cheng-Ho".

I presume that the letter of April 16 provides you
and your lawyer with the informstion you desire.

The Department of State is being kept informed
of this case but I trust thet your new approach to
the French Consul has been successful and that you
may already have authority to return to Tahiti as you
desire.

Yours very ¥

-
Philip E. Haring
American Consul

210.9
PEH:cjj
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SERVICE DE RAVITAILLEMENT MARITIME

MAISON NORDMAN
FOURNISSEUR — SHIPCHANDLER

PAPEETE — TAHITL
MESSAGERIES MARITIMES

— UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY
THE OCEANIC §5. CO. Agent; PACIFIC ISLAN OF NEW ZEALAND LTD.
MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY
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