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T ST : antoTe N8 AT VAN &
: g a33t1-352. 1967, B..222. & cantwer NeIOTA UNAIS Gy

Zozden, Charls s da, : 2Ly, 0y T T
da Gana and Columbuz, Chidese maghser narinses andss tha sunuch adaival Chane
Ho sailsad in flsa%s of thirty Lo 3ixity or mors juniic on lon= transocaan ax-
peditions, Thoy visited thiriy countriss in the Imiian Archipslago and Ocaanm,
crulsad ths Persian Gulf, tradsd in the markstz of Aden and liscca, and rasch-
2d ""m -‘mustu-pha® - ,ozadiscio in Africa, Chens To sorsonally comiiandsd =ea
quoata totaling coras than 75,000 zilsz S0 trade and spread “hs cultans of Sas
third emoeror of ths _ing dynasty throuthout ths Fax East, '
#.238, A Fhods Island Ivishwman, Toomas (!"0ad") F. iHlkennyy: avvivad in Honz
Eong in the =mid-thirtiss with a larss roll of bIuasprints and Shs bacldng of
& oimbar of intsrnational asportomen, imeludips Count IlZa Tolatoy= srandson
of tha novalist - for an idea callsd the Ning Po Junl Saditish, = = = Wion
baciiine for the Paris juns oxpodition fall asnor: of sxoactationg, - ='=.

In; 1939 Alkapey wras apld ¥o rasligey somr ol Hin lon=achawdniyag Ajave qraan

8. gont B, Archbold, a wsalihy i\ Torien, corrilzsionad Diz 5o guSsnvins
Ghn building of a deluxs juric ¥o Jrovide tyranssort for sciantiflc axisditie
ona in which she was infarossted, Wisn “hws resourcsful Irishman found Shat
Ciiinesza artizans bullt wishout blueprints as Ihsir forsfathors have: fop can-
turles, and that in all of China thers were no >lans for a jun':, he axpedit=
sd b i3 own plans and mporvisad buallding of the Arciibold jurk $o Ilordls
spscificazions in ths wanarabla 7ard of Ah Kinge ¥ith tha halp of pioasursimynid:
talan fmn a csnbtury-old dalt junik, tha she 8%=-Lfoot-LOA 15li-ton Tuxurr crath
with heavy, hande-sawn yacal frazmes, canbhorwood knses, and Shrss=inch 3lanie
ing =lowly tooi shade, An anclent teihle idol waz 3lscad or ths nian durisz b
buildiar 5o bring mood Jons, and thars wozs anhrob-iats caraionlas st "tha

marrrice of She %ol and on lautchisn dar o drxive avil anizdis iato Bha d80.

Acroas a.atarn of tha Iazm-~s Hir=no-iynse sood, -craliasan e=cwad a iloly Eoozall
il wings spread, and dirsctly bslow Soven Chinssa Samaz wars asassd So
; hrs = Atelels i

Zaen: avil at baye Vith an Uiz
A shimtatenigden dn Slaceind Clmxn=s
y naf=' for tho Chinsse aduiral who sailad to Arsica in £hia fifSsanth para
tury, claarad Honzm Konz in ths northsast ‘onagon for a I35t Dadasams across
the (hina (353 o ‘anila, "AS #6all 3aid Mlionny, a firx bslisvar in Enadi-
tian, "the British tar has his dally »uniratipn and the Chipose ‘sailor bas
niz ration of josa sticia." aboard Clisrie Ho ssch of ten Chinsseicimsmann
warnt daily, aftsr esach naal, to burn thr=a josa aiicika asch 1z ths alning
saloor bafora a Tiranlace jozx shrine, When the mizzon boom cavriesd avay in a
=zals that flunz sheets of apray ons hundmad fast aft over ths high DooP, #

k vlace of ths usual thoee,

Spoved junit-ni=z; oo Snroids To oo

the wradisional opsj; ‘oad tyia dizsosls;

Tron sboan=—a thay cpuinsd
lp gavas Sany calls wsrs
Ar0s Whor Gormor fnvodsd
0 ar abripe and af Anb J
Undar Capt=in Bilin Blolfiald, Sho Ya5s aloxiy
troplca. apd. amainat Ton Draval Tiss 50 Sava,. |
»pivad lats in 1900, Sho ads =ila olant oxhedi-

T2lands of ths Cantral ZFacific the Arnold Avdozaazt ol
vard Universitye Shortly bsfore ths o ack on Pearl Harbor, Chen- Ho arrivad
in Bawaii =nd saa Jas1ld" Lo Shea U,.S, § = gna dnllar %o bacome Hoirol

ook s

LT e

= =" e 5 Spads
liar sight in Fapeete harber, Cheng Ho was glven two new
diesels, renamed the Hiro, and set to carrying cargo batween the Leeward Islands and Tahiti

“ with occaslional voyages through the Tuamotus.
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our interest to citizens of France and let the business be uandqo' da from

Papeete, Tahitl, as the home part, -te-Hawaii—and—backsr r

The Cheng Ho 18 a Chinese type junk-yacht with diese engﬂ.neswlﬁ
8 first experi-

sails, She can eventually carry 40 toms deadweight but
iﬂnt&l trip the goods we plan to take will have a vﬂlu‘ of less than =

Tk Eliny Gk
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JUN 23 1971

mun
BOTANICAL LIRRARY

Dear Mr. Bossert:

Waialaa, Olhii, Hawali 06791,

Jane 21, 1971,

i
|
|
A8 you will remember, I gave the Lobrary my Cheng IHo holo- ”

graphs in exchange for xerox copiss of same, I an prasently helping Dr.

Moore of ldich, Stats University write a book about the Cheng Ho and cannot

read one xorox becauss of 1ts fainbtness. Plemse send me a darker, ligible

one, or the original, by air mall,

The Xerox in question consists of 3 eolumns of newspaper elippingsg I can

make out the followling high lughts:

BURDENED WITH
WRITS
!Cheng Ho! In Honolalu

“PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY - MARCH, 1949

NOTICE

( n ack Inl .
sorbobe| FYE | fasstifugber o

' Botanica

romabkable feet. when --

OWNERSHIP OF CHENG HO

Probably photo

of Cle

of the crew ---

_f

Y

(Evidently photo
of Mr. & M]’.'l' D.b.}

g o .
I"'Documentation






REPRINT OF

THE JOURNAL OF
THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN

Containing

THE LAST CRUISE OF
THE “CHENG-HO”

PART 1
by

OTTO DEGENER

Volume 44 SEPTEMBER 1943 Number 525
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HOGAN, JAMIESON, DYER & ROTHWELL

ATTORNEYS AT LAW TELEORAPH & CABLE ADDRESS

ROMRRT . :‘::'A;:u" BWE FLOBA, FIOENAL MAVIHOS BUiLoime VUNAGOH"Y
RONALD 0.

JOHN F. DYER B43 Four BTRECT

ROBERT M, ROTHWELL HONDLULU 13, HAWAIL

TELEFHONE S-5908

April 27, 1956

Mr. Otto Degener
Waialua, Oahu
Territory of Hawail

Re: The "Cheng-Ho"
Dear Mr. Degener;

We have examlned the files and records you left with us,
regarding your claim to the above vessel.

We have further interviewed a number of persons who recently
arrived from Tahiti.

They tell us that the ship has besn recently rebuilt end
repowered, so that she is presently in exeellent condition as
& freighter, but of course, is no longer the fabulous Tuxury
yacht she originally was, We believe she is currently worth
$15,000,00,

As to enforcement of your option to purchase we are con-
vinced that you were swindled, and that Messrs. De Bishop et al
are chargeable as individuals, despite the collapse of the
Hawaiian corporation with which you originally dealt,

However, it is also clear to us that in Tahiti the governmesnt
is solidly organized against you, and that no relief is foresseszble
short of a bitter showdown.

We believe that the cost of such a course would be too great
to you fto make it worthwhile as you would obviously at the outset
be required to tender thas purchase price of $15,000.00 and would
have substantial legal costs as well,

There 1s, of course, the slight possibility of effecting
& compromise ssttlemsnt by correspondence, in that you would be
paid for a releasa of all claims to the vessel, Howaver, this
seems 80 unlikely in view of past events, that we fesl reluctant
to undertake even this on a contingent basis.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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The case 1s a fascinating one, and we deeply regret that

roach to your problem, but in fairness
to you we feel obligated to

inform you that in oup

We will hold your various papers until we lear from you as
to their disposition,

Very truly yours,

HOGAN, JAMIESON, DYER & ROTHWELL

By @&&Q‘:HL\ DTJ il

e LA
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1023 Marigold Avenue
East Lansing, Michigan, 48523
January 10, 1876

Dear Utto:

Thank you for sending the enclosed letter re the Cheng Ho. 1
am sending a copy impediately to Herman Arems. It may be too
late for him to use it. I am just not certain at what stage
he is at this point. In a recent telephone conversation John
Archbold told me that the target date for publication is next
Christmns .

Ben and I had planned to go with an Audubon tour to India in
February, but we finally canceled our reservation for various
rensons: a direct flight from New York to Delhi with no stopovers
permi tted because of the special tour arrangements seemed too
strenuous, particularly at the beginning of a tour; articles
that we read about the parks in India were discouraging j

the tremendous upsurge in malaria in India reported in The New
York Times; and the likelihood of dysentery, however careful
one may be. I hope that at the age of seventy-five I may be
excused for "welshing out" om a trip I would gladly have
undertaken earlier. We are enjoying life right here, but
we'll begin to manke plans for an alternate journey soom, 1
imagine .

Thank you again for the letter. Qur best wishes to you and
Mrs. Degener.

Cordinlly,
ol

Austin L. Moore

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Portrait of Fiji
And of a Personality

‘l’l‘ll‘l»\'—‘sl's SOUTH PACIFIC EX-
PEDI - Otio Degener. PLCE

Botani-
x Tark, New Yark

Otto Degener has a niche in botanical
history for zumg his name to the Deg-
eneriaceie, genus ﬂf{nmﬂ, and
TUmErons Im'[e ‘degenert’ specific
names. He now another niche: as
the author of this valume, which recounts
his explorations while with the Anne
Archbold expedition on the motorized junk
Cheng-Ho®* Here is a book to take its
place beside the classics of the 19th cen-
tury  traveling naturalists, thoroughly
modern, yet in an established style and
tradition that has a p\amllel m such com-
pus\lmn: as Prokofiev's “Ulassical Sym-
phony.”

give us an exciting pn:lur: of the islands

of toda:

{oo&: is written mth a complete
la:.k of that “d:plmna " that often col-
ors the words of professional lecturers
and trayelers and others seeking to climb

success's r, and the parrative is
backed ? mpporhng chapters on the his-
mry of Fiji and its customs, When today
has gone, the volume will serve the eth-
nologists of the future for its hasic data
of this age.
*Partrait of Otto Degener” mi
be the subtitle of this unm
i5 all the more pleas.mg since the puctm

The author has a rare trait of ch
his native friends with discernmint, ana
of gaining their affection with their con-
fidence—a: task difficult in a land where
the race problem is no better (or worse)
than in our own lynch-conscious southern
towns. As a result, this delightfol ac-
count of his wanderings about the islands,
filled with the human side of his exper-
iences yet presented with the mwarualury
of a (even to a
description of yangona drinking, with
clocked notations, some at one-half min-
ute intervals during the ceremony), all

*Parts of the book red ofi; ly in the
oarnal fﬂuN York Botanical Garden
Cprember and October 1943, e

An
drawn. A hundred little anecdotes, some
uncomplimentary to himself, and
abzence of snc&smntsn w:inha
use to prime their usiess, all have
their cumulative zﬂgpxs one closes the
one knows not only. F‘u but also

Otto Degener the man—so

kindly that one wishes more Df his Im\d'

would tread the earth.

Fuank E. Ecies,
Aton Forest, Norfolk, Conn.

Reprined [rom the
Jowrnal of the New York Botanical Garden,
Nevember 1949, Vol 30, No. 599,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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that it bas decided to join with Ameriean seientists in
paring ‘a demoeratio eharter of seience’ to be ob-
=ervedl by seientists throughout the world. The first
¢ principle laid down will be that the fellowship of the
i tlth of seience has ‘serviee to all mankind
£as its highest aim and the whole world as its oatlook?
Theehmﬁlnotruupjnanybnn-}mufm,
fereed or elass. Sir Richard Gregory, past-president
 of the British association; has submitted a preliminary
. eharter to his ization and it will be considered
by a committee ineluding himself, H. G, Wells, Pro-
fessor Alan Fergnson, Professor Hyman Levy and
.E?.itahie Calder.” 4

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

s "ﬂﬂ;duﬁ;hh_ﬁmmlm}m to The New York
fim%_hmqalmds:%liﬂmm
ion for the Advan t of Sei has d
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Ll Degener on Fiji for publication in Sclence ;

remark: F don't drink milk; Fijians don't eat eggs; Fijianas
E‘.;;‘:ti.a :i'itﬁi. Youlre spoiling the damn boy." Yet this same man
durin eriod of poverty, had been living in native villages on the
bhounty end generosity of the people he reviledl Fijliens never turm
away the destitute or hungry whatever the race.

In general, the finest type of Fijian stonds on & lower social scale
than t%a moat'degraded.. rum-soaked, bootlegging white man or discharg-
ed goverrment embezzler. According to a story current among the natives,
and I have also heard it from white residents, one of these last was
not brought to trial’from his mountain province as that might lower
the prestige of the white race. Another culprit, instead of being
jeiled, had his passage paid back to England.

This botanicel parasdise is mediseval Fiji in the yeer 1941, a dan-
gerous hotbed of racial distrust, meamness, ahd pent-up, angers where
the white man is cordially hated by the Fijian, fiercely so by the Eaat
Indisn. The brown thinkers are not prooéxis but fear the thumbscrews -
will be tightened still more if their England wins the Second World 4
Wer. They are pathetically hoving that Fiji, like American Samoa, will
become part of the United States. These wretched conditions are mot: = = =
the £ault of the Govermor, nor of the Immbgration or Police Departments,
but of a small, powerful group of "poor white trash” and glorified N
beach combers who adversely influence the lepartment of Native Af- =
fairs, I have written, on edvice of some white residents in Suva, 3 .
to the Colonial Office in London &n behalf of these 100,000 unfor—
tunate, botanically-minded peons. Will not some members of the Brit—-
ish Associstion for the Advancement of Science and of our own American

Association do likewise? : ; g

Waialua, Oatu, Terr, Hawaii.

-
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Keens

Described as

Aglaia archboldiana A. C. Sm.
Arthropteris archboldiae Copel.
Astronidiun degeneri A. C. Sm.
Cinnamomum degeneri Allen

CQlaoxylon archboldianum
Croizat

Cleidion degeneri Croizat
Cryptocarys degeneri Allen
Degeneria vitiensis

I. W. Bailey & A. G. Sm.

Dolicholobium oblongifolium
var., degeneri Fosh_erg

‘Helochia degeneriana A. C. Sm.

Elaeocarpus degenerianus
A. C. Sm.

Elatostema archboldianum
A Ca Sma

Flacourtia degeneri A. C. 8n.

Freycinetiaz degeneri
Merr. & Perry

Josainum degeneri Kobualki

Medinilla archboldiana

A. C. Sm.
\..?

Morinds wmbellata var.
archboldiana Fosherg

Odentochilus degeneri
L. 0. Williams

Piper degeneri A. C. Sm.
Procris archboldianz A. C. Sm.

Psychotria archboldiana
Fosberg

Peychotria degeneri Fosberg

Tectaria degeneri Copel.

Type collection

D. & Ordonez 13705
D. 15514

D. 15279

D. U521

D. 14906

Tabualewa 15570
D. 15412
D. 14537 (descr. 1942)
Smith 1643
Smith 5095 (descr. 1950)
Gillespie 4285

(descr. 1553)

D. 1429

D. 14890

D. 15128

D,

14980
D. 14366

D. 15115

D. 14736

D. & Crdonez 14096

D. 14354

D. 15316

D. 15374

D. 14478

Present disposition
0. k.
Frob. 0. k. (fern)

0. k.

0. ke

= Clasxylon echinospersua
Muell, Arg..

= Cleidion leptostachyws
(Muell. Arg.) Pax & Hoffm.

= Cryptocarya hornei e
~ Gillespie

0. k. lew and very important
fanily Degeneriaceae

= Dolicholobium oblongifolium
A, Gray

0. k.
0. k.

= Elatostema filicoides
(Seem.) Schriter

0. 1.

= Freycinetia hombronii .
Martelli

0. k. |

Q. k. !

Morinda umbellata var.
bucidifolia (A. Gray)
Fosberg

0. k.

) ks

ngn:ﬁh--____‘ e q

2 ~ Plants collected in Fiji on the Che
‘of Anne Archbald or Ctto Degener

= Psychoiria storckii Seem.

Prob. o. k. (fern)

Huntlnstitute for Botanical Documentation
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i THE ALUMNI BULLETIN

THE LAST CRUISE OF THE “CHENG-HO"

Cam i i colnt a botapical colleeting trip made in Fiji by Otto Deganer '22. Now on
the f‘t:}h:}fﬁl’:ﬁl}s}!‘:}“kﬂ%ﬂfﬂHic:’:{ Garden, }.uwmrer Hoed for many years in the Howaian Talands where
compil i

new to

i ] fr rticle from which the vrcerpts below u
{;mmw??:d‘cgnmﬁesgptc:nﬂbn{' and October, 1043, issues of the Journal of the
h .

3 Flora Hawiiensis. He has reeeived the distinetion of having hud some dozen planis
¢ :"f‘e'::""fh‘s :I ies name D 130 new pfnn;iﬁmﬂ also hos been named in recognition o{

in the fnat Bulletin were taken ies origina
New York Botanical Garden,

i i ¢ll aa the artiele are veprinted through courtesy of the Journal. i w
® h:l“rérz'nf:-’lff‘n&.g&umurﬁ- aehich the collecting z:puhtjon sot out in Naovember, 1040, & o palatiol Chinese

i

pink-yacht moned by Mrs, Ann A 1 who sp
L’nw‘ and will gu to Annapolis after the war.

el the exy

tition, The vessel is to be presented to the

F the erew eventually caused the enncellation, in Decomber, 1040, of plans lo nse the
.;C,f‘f;_?f;ﬁﬂ:"f’;ﬁu of f,.,'mmm,,,, for the entive expedition. With Mrs. Archhold's parmission, Degener
and his Filipine assistant, Emilio Ordonez, limited s exploration and collecting to Fiji. They set up fead-

gquarters at Bolango.

At Balanga, gentle, herculean Wilimmi (William}
attended to our wants, supervised the miiking of
the cows, and rowed miles over the bay to deliver
Yiutter for sale in Valethi, on the return trip bring-
ing our groceries and “benzine” (gasoline). He had
studied for the ministry, but, disillusioned, at length
found employment on this copra plantation, Samu,
a Fijian not acquainted with the English language,
scted as our bearer and guide, He was faithful and
industrious hut of no help in giving the names and
usges of the plants collected.

In this general region Ordonez, 8cmu and I, aften
surrounded by a bevy of Fijl youngsters, ranged the
surrounding hills and shores for specimens. We dis-
covered a rather pretty Tecturin, later named T, ele-
grne,. on neighhoring __Savnlhpni Mountain. Another
novelty was the terrestrial Habenuria scrotiformis,
the smallest-flowered rein orchi® known to cecur in
Oceania, A nettle which Dr. A. C. Smith had named
Elutostemn fnsulare was Hkewize new. Not far
from our house I happened to look up into the trees
and was flabbergasted at the sight of enormous pods
strikingly resembling the loments of Desmodium,
‘but more than 2 feet long and 4 inches wide, They
belonged to the almost pantropie giant bean or, ac-
cording to the natives, Thimi (Enfada phaseologi-
des), a remarkable plant with its massive grooved
stems curving about the groond and reaching up to
the tops of the highest trees. Whenever we were
thirsty and the palatable mbn. cocomuts were not ot
hand, one of the Fijians simply severed one of the
arm-thick trunks with his machete. Then with one
deft stroke he ent about a two-foot length from the
pendent end of the vine and quickly handed it to
one of us. With mouths agape and o pieca of vine
held over-hiead, we had only a few geconds to wait
before: a =mall stream of almost tasteless, frothy,
water-clear sap gushed forth fo quench our thirst.
Had he cut a segment below the original cut, not a
drop of liquid would have escaped from it; nor did
I observe any hleeding from either end of the vine
from which our segment had been taken.

Besides collecting seveéral hundred kinds of mis-
cellaneous plants which Wiliami rowed to the post
office as soon as dry for mailing to Dr. Albert C.
Smith for monographing, we found some rather

novel or interesting specimens worth special men-
tion, In. the forest we collegted a 10-foot ginger
(Alpinia Parksii), ealled Lotholotho by the Fijians,
1It= corolla is white while its fruit is pale yellow, The
plant 15 very rare, and known thus far only from
Vanua Levu and Viti Leve. A second interesting
monoeotyledonous plant was the banana-relitive
Heliconin Biliai, hitherto unreported from Fiji but
common in Samoa, New Caled and the Sol s
It is & well Known ornamental, being grown in green-
houses in temperate regions and outdoors in warmer
ones.

While we were coming down a jungly mountain-
side one day, several of the Fiji youngsters, who were
wont to rush ahead, became exeited about a small
tree with white flowsrs. They proceejed to break
off the smaller twigs and the coarse leaves (thus
wrecking potential herbarium specimens) to allow
a sticky, milky juice to exude. After a half minute
or so they touched it gingerly to determine whether
it had hardened. In two or three minutes several
globules of latex popped into each mouth and each
hoy prondly and merrily masticated Fiji chewing
gum. Noticing no ill effects, [ followed suit with a
frosh, clean picce. The tree proved to be Aflstomin
costata, one of the Apocynaceae, or Doghane family,
notorious for some very poisonous mmembers. Later
I was to eollect this species again, for example in
the vicinity of Ngaloa, Island of Viti Levu, where
it was called Mbuleki or Mbuler, These Fijians not
only used its Jatex for gum but told me how they
used its sap. They put the vounger branches in the
fire to wilt and heat them, seraped off the bark,
placed it in the brown fibrous sheath taken from the
base of a coronut palm, and squeszed the juice into
gore eyes to cure them. To what eye diseasze they
referved T could not make sure. A. Reineckeana, a
12-foot tree with orange flowers, ond A. vitiensis, o
16-foot tree with white flowers, both collected in the
same region, were called by the same name and were
similarly psed. Instead of scorching the bark of A,
vitiensia my informant, however, merely mentioned
sevaping it, This genus should be studied for its
possible economic value, partieularly in war times
I have tried to import secds but thus far have failed.

(Continted on page 10)

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




12 THE ALUMNI BULLETIN

%6 Walter 5. Moaden, M., j5 commissioned as
an assistant surun(-n in the U. 8. Public Health Sexv-
jed and is stationed, at present, at the Norfolk, Va.,
Marine Hospital. Previously he had served ot the
Cleveland Marine Hospital and on Staten Island,

“CHENG-HO”
(Continued from page 10)

vu, Vanua Levo, where it was likewise said to be of
little value; and some specintens about Ngaloa, Vit
Levu, where the natives gave me conflicting data
about its vernacular name and its uses, To Seemann
it was known as Velaw,

1 also found that remarkable gymnosperm,
Gmetum (Fnemon var, domestficun.

The tree I found was about 12 fect high, bearing
a fow bright red, drupe-like naked seeds on w ratty,
rough strobilus. The Fijians about Sava Savu Bay
eat these sceds and the young leaves cocked, A Fi-
jinn of Serua informed me that they ealled the plant
Wasokau, used the wood simply for kindling, and
ate the seeds but not the leaves. Aceording to Dr.
A. €. Smith, who visited Fiji ten years before I did
and who Kindly identified most of my eallection, the
natives called the plant Sijew on Kandava; mbui ni
vondre  about Thl_ll(aund.rove. Vanua Levu; and
mbele sikan on Koro, 1t is truly a remarkable plant,
probably not the selual “missing link” between gym-

i and 7 but certainly close to it.

Inter-island boats in Fiji. run not so niuch on &
regular schedule as according to the amount of
freight that 1z availuble, the time involved in gelling
it off and on the boat and, some settlers maintain,
according to the particular mood of the captain.
Should & squall or protracted ra.nstorm arise while
loading or unloading copra, all this work must end
immediately for fear of having this perishable cargo
get wet, mold, and spoil. Work can be resumed only
when danger of wetting is past. Under such eir-
cumstances the best advice we could get from the
colonials was that the S, 8. Yanawai,” named for
the river we had just visited, “is expected to arrive
January 12 but may be delayed two or three days or
perhaps may omit this trip entirely.”

After collecting all afterncon of Januars 11 and
the next morning at Mr. Dods Yanawai place, we felt
we simply had to leave to catch the steamer that
night to take us back to Suva, Viti Levn. We there-
fore carried our few possessions and prized plants
to the ecrude landing, next waded with them to the
launch and stowed them away on the seats to keep
them dry. We ropsed our staring idiot, who me-
chanically started bailing, and shoved the boat into
deep water a little after 1 P.M, Because of an un-
favorable wind and to save time, we were (o cross
nearer the mouth of Savu Savu Bay. We threw a
line or two overboard on the chance of catehing a
fish, and chugged on. The breeze rippled the water
and our idiot bailed. After a while Ordonez hooked
and, with some difficulty, actually landed a three-
foot fish resembling to a certain extent the wlun of
Hawatian waters. After this excitement Ordonez

and I lny sprawling on our backs in the sunny lsunch
roof while our idiot bailed, The wavesz gradually got
higher and whiter, @nd we were not éven a quarter
of the way across the bay. Both Ordonez and I had
experienced rough weather in the “Cheng-Ho" and
felt physically comfortable, Intermittently our idiot
bailed. I Tooked mhead; I looked back. We were not
half way across and the waves were getting atill
higher and whiter. Nevertheless, the headland
should cut off the full force of the ocean
swell and breeze. Occmwnaﬂy cold spray slapped
across Ordpnez and me, and staying gloed to
the roof of the lnunch became inereasingly difficalt.
Ordonez and 1 got oceasional drenchings and ex-
perienced a few sudden lurches that hrought my
heart into my mouth. Clutching whatever 1 eould,
I ¢rawled ignominiously to a seat in the launch. I
was getting increasingly nervous; our host and his
eronies wete chatting about the wind, landmarks,
the fish we had capght, the “S. 8. Yanawai” The
staring idiot, cogl as a ecucomber, mechanically
bailed, The foamy crests of the waves oecasionally
spilled into the boat; I thought of my tightly laced,
heavy boots and tight hiking trousers. At least
no shark would eat me alive, for after a few gulps
of salt water my hemr_-, hoats would sink me to the
bottom of the bay, there tn rest with my metal drier.
Our idiot bailed more slowly—in a case like that 1
would be spared the ordeal of breaking the sad news
to Ordonez' loving parents—the waves seemed get-
ting smaller—the wind was abating with the head-
land now in front of us to the right. I eame back to
earth, as it were, from my musing, relieved, elated,
proud that 1 had not “lost face” by outwardly show-
ing my fright, No! I should never again be in a
teredo-riddled launch or any launch, on anything
larger than a shallow mill pond. That I could prom-
ize myself (if I cared to). We reached Balanga to-
ward dusk, after an actually uneventful afternpon.

On. stepping ashore faithful Wiliami told us that
the “S. 8, Yanawai™ was expected to arrive soon
ut Valethi for her trip back to Suva, Ordonez and
1 gobbled » little food, packed frantically, gave away
some last odds and ends to our kind Fijian friends,
and sincerely thanked Mr. Dods for his many kind-
nesses from the very depths of our souls. We piled
all our belongings, Fijian and others; into the
launch; the poor idiot was stirred into bailing
again; and we chugged the three miles to Valethi
with Mr. Willinm Witherow, the boat builder, at the
helm. Rounding a small island, we saw the weleome
lights of the “Yanawai” in the distance, I sighed
with velief at the evident ending of a long but sue-
cessful day. But wait, what is this? The lights,
instead of becoming brighter, gradually fade out
over the horizon and disappear in complete dark-
ness. We had missed our bosat!
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FOOD AND DRINK IN THE FIJI ISLANDS

Getting a drink from the stalk
of a glant bean g 2

(The author s shown in the
middle)

Dalo, one of the staple articles
of food

Catching “onra" — fresk

water shrimp =
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