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TO: Dr. Otto Degener

FROM: Clark T. Rogerson (Qa i~ ’\_{L:"DX(‘/W‘

DATE: 10 July 1980
SUBJ: Staff Publications

For the compilation of publications of the staff during the period
July 1, 1979 through June 30, 1980, please send me a list of papers by you
which have appeared in print.

The information should reach me by August 30, 1980.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

o .
g L




ilan de tvd orki I ayck:
far Bt yiterst sallsynt, trols att foraldearna & ganska vanliga. Bilden
togs 1977 av Roland Carlsson, Lekevyd. Fyndet beskrive nir mare |
sugustihafet av Svenisk Botanisk Tidskeff 1978, dar den var om-
slagabild

Ci wirrde x [ was found ot Abisko, N
Sweden, in 1977, it has anly been repoited two imes before from g
Swaden, The discovery wis described in the August issue of Svensk ;
Botanigk Ticiskef 1578, ? g : E’f}; a

Fear Be Jrgerrei

0S4 5480 9 "WIOYNI0IS 5T pOL DELET XOE USISLENSUOIARRaY YUNERL NEULOR YELAAS
o

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

S e




3

§

STEVEN J. TAUSSIG 468 Ena Road, Apt, 3212 Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 Telephone 946-2902

O 2 1980

Deww D dmd Olo - )
Ol s {otter amol W M inty

Ut L{MM Mﬁ\/mw Ml.,&cwm,‘f LM(;,CM
C«AJ& v lernants 6@»{7@” CM/LJ‘M;&A

fw fm wh( écwr wndl 'y .

n Gunde ,LEKM % 0 /{/')“},L -
M ; Mﬁ 15 AMase oY /ff/b wwollr
Ww{’ 0 wl Le on oy fits )

Nex Aoms
aw gmb:w.ﬁ !%jww at $u @M

MWT Hﬂw%ﬁ%dwm@

Lide i
imwi* ) ﬁM;Da-Ce = wgﬂeci N5 st

aleohurt fro boarle et s O

i .
Tiow M e //LLLMM@

Wﬂm v"f (m\u’a// - ({MQ

 du s M&M\,{ﬁ JWCL

%«7 A%%{l,z 9@&){4, ( W v

a Lod oF NWO’\-@(T };:Dd QL w

ol e g b 1 ;

feeonmann (D@-AL{{ b4 G g—ﬂg r’m a4 é(’mﬁﬂ/

(n mAad <00 Oon ceanned

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

S —————




Brevmelow  Motlncle v A ; . e ~lat
; G wd L e it
?\;:t\wta}éaﬁ /mjw H ﬁtﬁ;@&/gww jatiets

bt aggcesaition, cerd M
Hoy Jﬁﬁ f,g{f( lai b asnton
We plam to Aay bGene uns Aummaen Lut
Wos Dwated Lo ¢ oot a  Sugies
Rodon-Raglen. ™ NMoremlien | ”Fﬁfw fuge Are
a MmeﬁU/)J/o a/%p L/?/h‘fm,u/
/fﬂ’ nd fa/ \ﬁ? A% Ut'-ffw,..
Suonn Qends e Love b bavb
Hf o)l il P e Rea e
w‘zﬂuéc;
P8, (pl wond He Dpany dovostro &
)

»

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGENER
P.O. Box 134
Yelcano, Hawall
96785 U.S A
July %, 1980,

Lear Dr. Smith:

We have your Jjune 18 letter before us, On that bill, you are really une
fair to yourself as Isa & I are really getting the lion's share of the printing job.
We are ashamed to give in to this injustice by merely mailing five dollars for printe
ing & one dollar for our tax problem booklet. By the way, I filled an order for &wo
complete aet%f the Fl, Haw., to the Antiguarat Otto Loeltz of Taurus, We Yermany. That
May sheet whi
is included.

Ve delayed answering you as we wanted to get a xerox first of the Hattori letter
for you. Then Isa got some kind of flu ( intestinal?) like nthers here at Yolcano,
and then I caught it from her. What dispusts ge, howaver, is that wa drove perhaps a
but too early to the lowland Puna area where ] saw the roadside plastered with a moss
so abundantly fruiting that the area looked like a nailbrush upside down. As chauf-
feuse Isa; evidently still sickish, was so tortured by the heat, I ecould not stop to
gather it for you, It might have been wonderful for you to use as exchange material.
But have patience. Eventually, we shall get a batch.

Enclosed is a carbon of the printing cost in 1978, Just return $he pink slip in
Yyour next letter.

Going after the Riccia right now is a bit too strenuous after Iea's veactian to
lowland heats I guess the proper day will be a rainy one.

We did not hear from Dr. H. The parcel of our vublication came yesterday. I placed
it on our collating shelf (unpabkedsmand. when sending out Book 7, "so far as publishe
ed to July Bd960," automatically include it.

. Iea & I are ready to publish the HSrmann biography with you as soen as you are
ready. Here at Yoloano we have no papers whatsoever about him as we came with only our
‘plane rlight bags. Do send us whatever Isa should translate from the German. There is
practical common sense of getting this published while he is etill active., So ‘many end
‘after the mind has ceased to function. I solved my problem for myself wha I published
my own necrology in Book 7. I never thought I would live soaoonnno long. The next two
papes are resarved for Isa, a generation younger than I. The problen with her is her
modesty - a shrinking ¥iola pudisa.

We regret the reply to Dr. Iwatsuki's letter xeroxed 80 badly,. His original letter
was practically on tiszue, so my carbon answer on reverse is emeary. But I mess you
understand that I got the N.Z.s ms,, returned fronm Japan earlier than the letter déale
ing with it.

We now have your June 20 letter before ue to answer, Thanks so much for writing the
Payneful letter fo Millbrook. Presently I am writing to US institutions for receipts
concerning our plant gifts in 1978. To lock this up will be a horrible nuisance for
avery one. Hence forth, I shall enclose a stamped % addressed poetal in each parcel
containing enoush plants to make poesessinn of a receipt worth while. I do have in=-
surance slips for most gifts, but I doubt the InFernmal Rev. Beople will honor them as
good evidence.

You will agree with me that ALL botanists, except the bryologiscal ones, are & bit
crazy. Bryologists, like waterstriders on a pond in Shaw Gardens, live in a2 two dimene
8ional World, The former live practically on a plane on land of two dimensions like
the flat mosses they study; the striders, on asshaet of water of two dimensions, never
going below and never (or hardly ever) going Eéﬁz%'ﬁhese two types of nrganisms
never realize (OR DO YOU?) that a third dimension exists, such ae the Phaneroganists
that not only range back and forth & across like by & Wea«y but actually explore

resulted from the collaboration of the Voleann couple and the Aganan
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the third dimension every tine they climb a tree to colleat a flowering Ssiiﬁ of it,
I believe the W.S., can sense the third dimension only as a flat slice. Similarily,
we three dimensional apish tree climbers hardly understand the fourth dirmension. We

visualize it as a fleeting eslice without thickness, and sense it as fleeing TIME.

For the last 60 years I have been inpressed by the Fourth Dimension like mnst stude
ents of that age in college. I have the sneaky feeling my parents, yours, Dinosaurs,
the S§ Titanic etcs, are alive or in existence A8 such somewhere, My "time-slice" is
beyond being in contact with the living past. In a way, everythin~ is like a phono-
graph record with the place of the needle representing to us NOW. Logically, I should
be a fataliet, but incomsistently & crazily I am not. What I am drivins at is that
the nasty, average and outstanding actions are non the phonograph record ¥0OR ALL TIME.
Biographies, to be just, must consider the pluses and- minuses from birth to death of

such moral turnips as a Persoon or delipghtful characters such as a Chamisso., That is

how I try to write biographies. My record is scratched when,; for persanal revenge, I
complained to Mainland eleemosynary outfits from which the loncal museum was petting

.funds about the Dictator-Director. Fesulting drying up of funds helped toward the man's

removal. But I Teel ashamed that I probably did hamper scientific resezrch a bit.

Your euggestion that we visit Guam is a good one, but you should have mailed your
letter 50 years ago! It is too late now. In the '40s when I was threatened with becom=
ing cannon fodder in Europe I, with two secretaries assigned by Dr. Merrill, wrote
labels for 50,000 plants I had amassed. I identified everything at least %o the genus
and scattered the plants World wide. They are in the public domain, and with my list

'ﬂqqpsrﬁ§33ra can hunt them up. How that I am over B0, I am concentrating on divesting

ourselves sinmilarly of plant material. I scatter World wide, including Moscow, Lenine

grad, Pecking, Praha (No, Ho not to Iran). Should a Third World War erupt, get some of

the prizes back of enemy lines! Remember, in a generation or two, deadly enemiss be=~

Isa attending to suchBcribble~drudpery. Anyway, she could not decipher half of my
short-hand hieroz ics on the margins of nawspapers bn which specimens have dried.

By the way, my own, very own heart pacemaker works, but if it faulters due to worry
or excitement the metal one takes over. There are so many wrthwhile people within
letter & ‘phone reach, that we don't bother with the hippie nor turnip type. Ve are
juet too old=-fashioned.

I saved wood for the fireplace. That is why I am resting & writing this all too
long & silly lestter.

come the best of friezda. Should T die - I seem to be clicking properly = I don't want

Aloha,

o)
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DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGEN;
68-'637 Crozier Drive
e Wmuluo, Oahy, Hawaii

¢ 96791 " .5, A

Dear Mr. Ahrenas
Mrs. Derener & I have your explanatory letter of July 24, Don't brood about
a disagpeintment the way I did. I did it toc seriouely whon I lost my teaching posifon bu=
eause I threatened to compete with the local museum in writing a loeal Flora. I won the Bight
but I got ehronie tachyeardia as a result in 1928, Ky physisian then edvised me to ehange ay
attituie or lsave the Islands. I did the first more or less succassfuly hecomsing Naturalist
at Hawe Wat. Park, and I left Oahu for the Island of Hawail., Thanks to & heart pace-maker, R am
relatively hals & hearty, and have a2t 81 outlived the troublsmaters,
iy .not for tha fun of it when in the mood, estimate the Fcuvs you spent on undependable
John's srojeet about his dependable, outstanding mother. Congidsr the velue of your tlwe, and
write ont a formal hilLin dﬁpllunta. Send the originzl to John "resistered, return reeeipt re= *|
ques=ed." Then, with the postman's siened recelpt and your carbon ccpy of bill, submit ii as a I
busliess loss to ihe Internal Hevenue & iaryland tax sccountants. Mrs. D.y & I save & fow Lhous=
and taz dollars yearly by donating really unigque and endansored Haw., plaats to slesmesynasy im=
stitutions 1ike the Smithsonian. Cur time in collecting, drying & identifying them is valuaille, \
1ike your working on the (heng-to project from business (not eleemosynary) standwoints |
F _.uenl-.er that I spent some little time on the Cheng-Hlo project in supplying some documents | 4
& nctes. I don't likesny efforts wasted either. Whan you happen to feel up to it, I wish you 1
would wrate my friend about the Cheng=Ho proiect. He is Dr. Richerd Howard, over 70 and thef re=- 1:
tired Divector of tha Arnold Arbovetum (Harvard) in Cambridge, Mass 02138, He knows about Fairehild |
about my eolleeting in Fiji, & has a set of my specimens at his institution. ;
. Howard wrote me that he had taken 2 elass he i3 tesching "to Miaami, and Kay Sweeney invited 1|
us to stay at tho Kanpong. Here Fairehildiane eawe forth, ineiuding the Cheng Ho story in part, Il
I didn't know a manusorip had been assembled on the story of the ship." As you see, Ur. Howard is
intsrested. Perhaps he eould gain funds to publish the storys So do please write hime T an take 5
ing the liberty of sanding him your name and address. l.
|

flease remember that all papers in my possassion involving the Cheng Ho & Archbolds are Now in
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the hands of Archivist Mrs. Anita Karp of the Hunt Lj.‘brlry.-: arsegle=ilellon University,
Pittsburgh, Pa, Please throw nothing .l.ny. but add yours to the acoumulation at Hunt. Soo
or later, perbaps even in our 1ife times, some one will pick up the pleces & pudlsih.

Your #W II experience should be fascinating. Should you not "chop it up" intc logieal
cidants, and u_ll them to Military and other magazines, you insisting on remalning the eo
right owner? Then, finally, plek up all these separate artloles, raw;‘.'ita ther to link the
gether, and pul-:lish in book forme ‘

Dees 7 the Japanese flew over my home on the north shore of (ahu to attack Schofiled
farracke and, I presume, Pearl Harbor. I was feeding ay pigeons on the lawn & never even
bothered to look ups I thought our Ailr Foree wWas maneuvering,

Mon't wobry & dwell on annoying reséirances. A late friend of nine, J.R. Gox, who lost
Jarme fanily in the Galvaston Flood almost 100 years mzo, had a wonderful method. When he
a nizhtmare, he would switeh the 1ight above his bed, and read himself to gleep with a di

novel. He lived to a ripe old aze mostly happy & interested.

, Aloha,
'/—' c - / \
Nt -H:é’r /f

—IN_Aey <4

b

o #
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July 5, 1980
Dear “tto & Isa,

Thanks for your letter and check,

To answer your guestions: ths reason I have depesited my herbarium, my
library, my veoriical Tiles of clippings, etc., my personal correspondence, my
personal family albums, diplomas, mementos, etc., etc. at the Austin institution
is because Dr, Lundell has been a lifelong asnd loyal friand and he is the
motivating spirit behind the institution. T have potten $2,000 in cash already
and $17,500 gift-credit to use on my income tax deductilons. When I de
he will purchase also my verb-sriocaul-reference herbarium which I still have here as
I need it avery day, this from my executors, at a price that will undoubtedly
far exceesd anything that may be offered by uhe 3 other institutions that have
asked to be allowed to bid on it.

We zre sorry to hear that you have been hospitalized again, but
understand that this is routine with pacemakers., Alma has %o report daily,
then weekly, then monthly, and later svery 6 months (we are told). She has
a portable contraption now that she hooks on to herself and then to the
telephone and the report goes to the hospital right through our telephone.
She is VERY woak and tired, sleeps most of the day, and feels like
a "zombie", She can do virtually not.hing ag yet. Her body with desp purple from
showld to hip because they ruptured a vein during ths insertion and befors they got it
repaired her left side was apparently drenched with blood. The blood is SLOWLY
being absorbed.
Now about, your FHYTOLOGIA subscription: the last frescopy 1 sent you
vas Vol. L5, No. 2, s0 I am starting your paid subscription with the current Vol. L6-
and am sending you t.nday the firtt 3 mmbers. No. L is in press.
The first PHYTOLOGIA MEMOIRS is poing to press with this letter. It is a
32li-page work by Seymour on ths Flora of Nicaragua based on his collections t.here .
With all best wishes to you both from us bothy
as ever
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FREDERIC ROSENGARTEN, JR.
P.O. BOX 444
NORTHEAST HARBOR, MAINE 04662

July 14, 1530

Or. Cito Dezener
Voleano, Hawaii 96785

Dedr Dr. Degener:

Thanks very much for your letter of Junme Ath. I have also received
your excellent "¥ew Illustrated Hawaiian Flora, Books 1-A." Laclosed herewith
I an sanding you my check in the amount of $10. to pay for it.

I do not know Mre. Williamina Gresna of Winter Park, Florida, but
thanks anyway foer ssnding me her address.

I appreciate very much your thoughtful comments about 'nuts,! ‘seeds;”
grupas," ete., and shall attezpt to clarify these terms so often used loosely
ans incorrectly,

Thanks also for your permission to reproduce your printed drawing of

thie wacadamiz shown in your Flora Hawaiiensis. If I ap able to use it in my book,

I shz11 eerteinly give you dus credit.

it

With best wishes, z
Sincerely,

‘?;l‘-xf(.-ti; o :‘-x..--?;..{;-‘.'___;).
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DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGENER
Pﬁ Box 134
Voleano, Hawali

96785. U.S.A.
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Harold L. Lyon Arboretum
3860 Manoa Road » Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

15 July 1980
Dr. Otto Degener
PO Box 154
Volcano, Hawaii 96785
Dear Dr. Degemer,
Many thanks for the leaflets for "Book 7" which arrived in excellent condition
today. I noticed that it was insured for $10.00. Is this the cost of the
leaflets? 1I'd like to pay you for them. Please send me a bill or somehow
let me know of the cost and I will send you a check in return mail.

Again mahalo for everything.
With aloha,

T

Kenneth M. Nagata
Research Associate

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Harold L. Lyon Arboretum
3860 Manoa Road » Honolulu, Hawail 96822
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Lund, July 15, 1980

Universitetets Botaniska Museum
Land

The Botanieal Museum, The Umversity
Lund, Sweden

bDrs Isa and Otto Degene:
Waialua

Qahu

Hawaii 96791

Dear Drs Degener
Many thanks for your kindly seniding us a new set Oof Blants of Hawaii.

We much appreciate this materiz . which is a welcome addition to
our Herbarium.

I use the opportunity o- congra:ulating you to the Willdenow Medal,
which you received in Berlin on Sept. 10, 1979.

fours sincerely

O. Bk

Dr 0. Almborn
Curator

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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DRS. OTTD & 154 DEGENER
P.O. Box 134

Vokdno,

96785 US A

July 16, 1960,

SR

Dear Dr. Smith:

Isa & I are rather dispusted. We tripped to
Punaluu on the twelfth for the Ricecia, and found absolutely
nothing! The season, residents tell us, was unuenally dry,.
Perhaps we erred in not scrapsing the surface of the ground
& meiling you soma of the resulting dust. I bet spores would
be in it; and perhaps you could just:scatter the dust in

a half dogen Petri dishes with distilled water & just wateh/ |

Evidently sprres just about germinate over night to produce
maturing (amses within & few months, But we would NEVER for-
give ourselven, even if lawful to do so, were we the agents
who introduced some Hawes pest to Cuam,

What about the rather goor mese of a moss we ave mailing
you now? So much earth is involved, we being too clumey to
remove it properly. Can yor dburn such excess xubblsh in
your wood stove or put it in your frying pan and heat it fo
a crisp after removing the Smith breakfast eggs ¥~ bacon?

Do you think we could print a 2-page illustrated aovele
ty with the H8rmamm biography. It should be soon; and the
action must be confidential until date of publication. We
have the phintns ready, and are working on the ms. Ve ysal-
should always have a form of four sheets to be economical.
Bat we are losing one of our tenants aloug the beach rToad,
& that raducss our ready printing cash. ¥e don't know how
goon we can get a payings replacement.

Alohas

Oyl

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




B Royat Botanie Gandens and National Heobarium — Sydney

NEW SOUTH WALES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[ L
Dr, Otto Degener,
68-617 Crozier Drive,
WAIALUA, OAHU, HAWAII
96791 U.S5.A.

Dear Sir,

POSTAL ADDRESS:

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS
SYDNEY, 2000
AUSTRALIA.

TELEPHONE: 27 4347

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE:

JS:AH
16th July, 1980,

We received in good order the duplicates you sent us

recently.

Thank you also for the notes and publications which were

enclosed.

Thanking you again.

Yours faithfully,

(Dr) L.A.S. Johnson,

Director.

Per‘:‘?_‘? A
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e . - SRR DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGENEK
P.O. Box 144
Voleano, Hawaii
96785  U.S.A.
g ! July 19, 1980,

Tr s

Dear Al:

Isa & I are presently enjoying cool Voloano. I Quess Halskoa Drive is oool
also, in comparison to torrid Mokuleia Eeach.

We have our copy of your Fiji book at the Beach, so I am writing from perhaps
elouded memory. We had planned printing a review of it a3 we often do of books or are
ticles we read. To 4et an impression regardineg publications, we like %o read about
Some genue we know and then judge acenrding to our opinion how the author has improve
ed knowledge about it or not. In the caze of your monumental Piji work, we were so [

in your garage, never thought of checking your paragraph about the Dereners personale
1y with us. If that parajraph standsthus, how about some of your enus paragraphs?

The question remains whether You will make corrections in Your vod 2y or whether
Isa & I should correct your paragraph ourselves in Phytologia. We have deteraina-
tions of our last catch of Fiji ferns & that would be a valid excuse to print the
list with the Degener correction,

I was never paid a cent by gracious Mrs. Archbold; but, of couree, had the run of
the Cheng Ho and "keep" on board, She did not pay a cent for ny Filipino assistant
Bnilio Ordones whom I had gotten sisht unseen sometime before on my 'phone request for
a factotum to work for me at $1.00 perday & "keep" at Mokuleia. Bmilio = I never knew
until after he left my emply, that he was the grandson of the patriot Emilto Amuinale |
do by a secondary wife- was so outetanding that I reduced hie salary by half & stuck
him back into the Watalua Highschool, Here, as an avocation with nissionary zeal &
with the principalb blessing, he hypnotized fellow students and vaised their scholase
tie motivation % hence their scholarship. When irs. Archbold wanted me to replace
David Fairchild on the "‘hang Ho after their $iff, I asked fmilio if he, without sale
ary, wanted to be my assistant on the C.H. & Bee the South Seas, He agreed. He lacked
cash & I paid for his round trip steamer passare between Honolulu & Suva, and nther ine
cidental expenses,

Besides Emilio, I hired Fijians without irs. Au's finaneial or other help. I had
cut loose from the expedition in Savu Sava Bay, knowing frosm Bmilio that the Crew oxe
pected to abandon ship at the next American pnrt of call $ to do ap in a foreism one
would be mutiny - because of the execreble Captain. I, to avoid embarrassing Mrs. A
told her I would vyemain member of the Expedition in Fiji in absentia. All this is evie
dent fron my Fiji hardeover bnok about which Mrs. A., knew nothing until 1 publisghed

it with ny omn cash. All of this is verifiable in archives salted away on the Maine
land.

tooprudite for the type of reader who would buy to nse Gray's Menual or Britfon & Brown;
and\what ket would remain but some Bot. Libraries throughout the ‘orld - hardly a
8core, I sbirested to Kauai that perhaps sales would increzse with a species cut for
each major ;emus. T could furnish some. I believe we are selling out our Haws, pabli=
cationsybefore the last one of us two Degeners dies,nnt Yecauee ol text but of plates.
Can you correct the cobbledfznok about the Jezeners in an addenydum & let us check it
before you go to prees? If that will take sone tine, Isa & I better oablish the core
rection ourselves with the F1ji fern list

I have a new & smaller pacemaker now. The only pain was the bill. If I survive

JFa are curious how soon your second volume will appear. We thought your firet was

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



that long, both of us plan to attend the next Congreszs in Australia. I fear a con=-

ducted tour there would be too hot especially for Isa. So we have our eyes on Tasmania.

How about you and Emma joining us there? We would plan stopovers in Fiji teo collect
and avoid jet lag, if we are not already too erippled with rumatizzzz.

Isa joins me in aloha,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Commente by Prof. R. M. Lloyd

1. apparently S. cyatheoides; however, this could also represent an
upper pinnae of 5. souleyetiana, bith species are known to exhibit
a pectinate lowermost pair of pinnules (shown in drawing) although
this feature is not as common in S. cyatheoldes.

2. probably S. rigida due to distribution of scales and thelr abundance.

3. S. squarrosa

4, the figure on the left is unclear. It represents elther a depauperate
S. cyatheoides, or, more likely, S. rigida.
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DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGENER
P.O. Box 184
Voleans, Hawall ]
96785 U.S A
July 20, 1900,

Dear Prof, Lloyds

lre: Degener & I are delighted that Prof Lellin.er has stimalated
the study of cone of the ferns I or ve have collocted in Fiji and the faw., Is=
lande.

We are presently at our “summer cottase"” at 7,600 feat at Volecano, oan the edje of
the Natonal Pask. We even own a little ; atch of treefern (mostly Cibotiua & Sad-
leria) wherg we, at tices, ;vow plants (lixe Argyroxiphium, Dodonaen, Mysporas &
Fumex) side by side to determine if differences are ecolizic or ;enstic, Urfortun-
ately our permonal library is at out "winter hore" at ‘okulela ngach, Island of
Oahu, As I have had three feet of ocean,; with waves splashing on my diningroom ceile
ing during three tsunasl since 1936, I hava the last remaina of sy plaat cateh
here at high elevation Yolcano. OQur lava is not so eticky as that of 5. Helena, so
I hope thic collection will escape a holocaust.

' Moreovers at I am over eighty, I am quickly identifying the naterial mostly to
the senus & then scattering it world wide to larger institutions listed in the 1964
aéittm of the Index Herbariorum. Urs. Ds; &~ I don't want all our e;ge in one bas-
ket. Monographers can readily enough ask curators for loans. ®urthermore, I hate
to admit ity but with & Third World War coming im the Fulure, Mrée Des & I feel
it prudent to build up rare collactions in presently uapopular latinns - we des- |
troyed the Hillsbrand and =y early eollection in ¥erlin - and vho knowe if some be-
nighted country following a crazed leader, won't destroy much of D,C.7 Flease re-
member that after human population pressure has been relieved by shastly slaught- '
ex,’ foymer encnies wagl become the best of boosom f{riends. ¥e have noticed this |
with Sermany, Japan & now evidently with China. Ve have received interecting ex-
changes from the Caucasus and from china eveh thoush wa asked for none. Anyway, we
sent them on to M.

Getting domm to your kind notes about our four sadlerias, Ve should 1!.&; tp--ra-
marks
¥o. 1 15 S. cyatheoides PUHE & SIMPLE. We live in the midst of these plante. They
can eurvive in lava oracks and lava deserts as well as in the surrounding soxe open
Tainforoot. In the latter place, being sympatric, it hybridismes with . hills-
‘brend{i. Don't confuno this Hawaifan Island plant with any oh Oshu fros close ap-
pearance of herb. specizens. ‘e live % btotanize almo ou Dahu. Tha habits ave dif-
ferent. @ havo nol bothered to compare othar features of fronds, ete.

I{ only midrib of pinmle showe on Island of Haw., taxa, it :; Seca If lots of A

5 ucent when held a;ainst the pky, the plant is S.h.

FiiiflaFite} $5°r 53200, PARE"S: Gus in 2y parden in a sunny situation it thrives.

If I do 8o with S.hae; it wilts & evunmlly dies. On the contrary, should I plant
it in tha ahalde of =y treefern foreat, it thrives.

The drawings of .!o!;aru of pure S.h.; bthat of Ho. 1 is pure 8.C., the loose pinna
coming from the very same plant. We are consistant & don't mix parte of different ine
dividual plante on a slate unless we specify that we have done soe How please read
page 32 of wy Plunis Haw. Nat. Park book of the 1930 or later editiona. 1 expreasly
state that ay Plate 11 is & hybrid; under side of pinnae with lateral veins, proves
it.

Alss, please for et about 5. souleyetiana. I have heen collecti g in the Islands,
with & fer exceptions, staadily since 1922. Se8.; is so rare that I know nf only two
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colonies: one on the sunmit of ¥t. ¥nala an Omhu, usfortunntely now mplit by an auto
road and subject to extorminatioa; the other in runa, Island of lawaii not ton f
from sheve ' we live. Mut this ialand is 8o overrun with illicit marijuana TONATH I ALS
dangerous for us to ;p there to pick fZ some more. One of such orininals shot twice
in our direction when wo were hotanizin  and rusning our dogs et & dead ead street a
few Spndays eg0e Furihiernore, wnat in the type island for S.e.7 The two colonies are
not the sama taxa, and one deserves a new bi- or trinosial. I distribute bath to
leading institutions, but srobably not the Hawe, Island one as we collected 14 ahout
15 years ajo after we ignored the Smithnonian considering it tno elnse tn %he ldxon
gang & t¥oo influanced by overaged hip des. fut you would srobably find sheets in New
Yoxk, perhaps Univ. of Mass., Zerlin, Kew, &t. Louis, Vienna, sto.

In conelusion, whatever you do, lsase don't get supar duper rare S. souleyetiana
into the pictuxe of No. 1, call No. 2 8, Hillebrandiana (read our article about it in
Phytologia & take Focbers's refutation with a svain of lagl), and call Moe 4 very de=
finitely a hybrid between S.0.s & S.h. It 45 not & direct one, but with sreponderance
of S.c.; "bloods" or bettexr, juice.

Do you know our Fl. faw.? We are working on Book 7. The work is prorressing very
‘8lowly because printing costs are so hipgh. Hence, ag you notices; I let off evoass steam
in thie letter costing but & postage stamp. NSP gdves prants to overy Foung Tow, Mok
& harry & discontinued grante to u' lDepgeners who pince the days of greata like Hitch—
‘oock, Maxon & Fose overshelned the Institution with slant & hernit crab sifte. 0f course
now we are too old to bother with gra ts-in-aid..

are yoin interested in Haw. ferns in general? Mrs. D.; & I a8 coauthors should like
to publish some illustrated descriptions somnewhere, and then reprint a osodified version
in Book 7 of our Fl. law to complete it before 1 gather asclepiads along the Milky Nay
above..

¥e are enthusiastic about Holttum's eplitting the winetural Iryopteris s.le; atc.
Ve should like to up-date the Raw. taxa. 3y the way, we are horrible "eplitsers". We
dan't follow the c¢onaon Botes & Zool. habit that when one happens to find a hyarid
between two spevies {n ¥aturs that the later described species should be submerzed.
It is so $llogical to follow this idea when ohemerves in Hature, and then iguore sach
evidence if a horticulfurfst can hybridize nensympatric specie= in the greanhouse!
Mrs. D., & I consider the ability to hybridige in Nature or ia the terden Just another
factor 1ike fl., spucture to consider whether a mess of plants are one or more species.
We believe five botanisis could write Floras of the Haw. Inlands {or any other logical
area) and sach would be a different Flora yet more or lees corvect. That is why we give
nanee of authoritios, implying that such = plant has this binoaial ACGONDING 70 THE
OFINION of legener, Lloyd, lLinnaeas or Holitum. The reader can take his nick, Aya~
tematic Zot., ia not a precise Science like Math., whore 1 4+ 1 = 2, '

Really I have preached enopgh (sign of age). Than s for your lettar.

Aloha,.
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JUDY UPTON
ASSOCIATE

618 E. 5th Ave.
Anchorage, Ak. 99501
Bus. (907) 276-0000
Res. (307) 3330390
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Fuay Upton
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We are pleased to announce
the affdiation of
M. Judy Uptor

as & tales adsociate with
Cook Gnlet Fealty.

Refevals neguested. — 276-0000
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DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGENER
P.O. Box 134

Voleano, Hawall

96785 USA 3

July 20, 1380. E

Dear Ms. Judy Upton:

Isa & I want to congratulaybe you upon owning a 35 fnot sloopl
Did you know = I had the the framed photo on the dining room wall - that I owned a
teak & camphor wood Cainese junk=-yacht called "Cheng-Ho"? With friende I started
a trading company & filled the vessal with rafrigerators etc. We picked a wondere
fully NICE & capable sea captain who had been in the French Favy_as the Captain,
2nd sent the vessel to Tahiti to trade the cargo for French perjinmes, etc. Beware
extra NICE people as you may be put off puard & trust them more than prudent. In
Tahiti he sold the cargo alright and, with the connivance of the French Governor,
put the vessel under the French flag. He also registered it as his property. I
have not too much ressect for our own Government: I went %o Washington to complain
about this modern piracy and, because my vessel was under the French flag MY State
Dept.y refused to help me get my vessel back! It was worth $100,000. Under new
ownership if etrck a reef a couple of years later and sank. I am writing you this
as a w 4 can happen to the owner of a yacht on the high seas/ I guess
many of our politicians in D.C., prefer tn remain chums of their champa me-drinke
ing hosts at banquests than defending U.S., citizens,

Another thing, now that you are a realtorsy I being over 80 years old, and Isa

& I preferring to live winters at the warm beach and summers in the conl rainforest
of the Hational Park region on the Island of Hawaii, there is no purpose in keep=
ing our old home within three minutes’ vadking distance of the University. Why
don't you sail roundtrip with prospective buyers to Honolulu and sell our hone? F
find out from your Anchorage Tax Office if such a travel is not officially a "Busi=
ness Trip" and whether you cannot take part of the cost of sailing off your taxes
as a lepitimate business expense. Your prospactive customers would pay for the
trip, the one buying from you real estate in the Hawaiian Islands getting the money
back as a bonus. The Upton Real Estate Co., would be OUTSTANDING in ALL Alaska,

The State of Hawaii, with Court Action on the horizon regarding the question-
sble legality of it, has a Trust that tries to take a whooping &t connission for
selling property. This is tooooooo sxhorbitant to pay. We can sell for much less
by merely going to an escrow company. what would you charge to sell our property?

Oour fee simple; uasncumbered property is at 2234 University Ave., opposite Kae
manele Park, and runs through fo 1n&ﬂnda§§Silwlainwlaw.Tlha!l:xtl]yita 29,002,002,
Lot eize is 113250 sguare feet. Both hou are old but except for a paint job
due, have been maintained in good condition in spite of tenant abuse in the past.
They have been termite-treated for both ground & dry wood termites. The two tenant
families rent from month to month. A4S mentioned before, it is choice property just
of the Canpus, has a bus stop not too far away which is useful with ges. shortage,
and is opposite a really very delightful park. Ve want about $350,000 for it NOW,
and more if we walt much longer as real estate is rising in value very quickly.

jDid you ever think of buying a place like this yourself, and then selling with
a rosen market? We are giving you a chance waich, however, is cancelled should we
sell before you do s0.

We 3;.:1'1: guite see-/slh.‘.i {‘E\ %%1 South in Summer; ;h-z not , ter?
7 A2 mpi ARt TEp & o Al gy £
I?S-W‘ e Q) 7o o Ls::j [5p, 3piar dp 2ty P AR

S 0% e 4 4,_;,,;2?4 o ey / 1
o :JA?’ .‘-,.-'{I_V.f;A.-fg 22 i I
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July 22,xk8% 1980

Dear Dr. Degener,

A little while ago I talked with you and mentioned my plan to
write a feature story on your many years of botanical work in
Hawaii. You furnished me with considerable printed material
which I have read and from which I have taken notes.

If you are wondering what happened to the prospective story,

let me assure you that I haven't forgotten you. We had hoped to
get a photographer out to Mokuleia to take a picture of you and
Mrs. Degener, but you departed for the Big Island before we wéré
able to send the photographer.

In the meantime T have been occupied with 2 number of cther pro-

_jects, but I would probably have pushed some of them aside to
complete your story except that we didn't have your picture.

The article will be written in due course and possibly we may
use the picture from the card you enclosed of you and Mrs.

Degener at the botanical congress in Leningrad.

I appreciated your sending me the copy of Terra, with the article
on "Hawaii's Unigue Vanishing Flora."

Aloha,
i

namitte%

P. D. Box 3080, Honoluluy, Hawail 96802 - £08/525-8000
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Dear Prof. Hyppio:

It was nice getting a letter from you after quite a number of
years. Many thanks for the information. 3y the way, we have seen a new naturalized
+ dwardfieh Crotalaria spreading rapidly along roads in our ¥at. Park. It really
ghould be eradicated now, before it is too late but - - - =. I shall collect a set
some day s00n.

After my mother's death of cancer, my sister & I escaped New York City by sailing
in 1921 for Bermuda %o escape our sorrow, There I met one of your early colleagues
Dr. H.H. Whetzel who had been engaged by the Covernment to fight the newly importe
ed oleander scale. It was thought the death of the oleanders would hurt the tourist
trade. Iy bicycle I collected ferns & Phanerngems with Alan MacCallan (spelling?),
the Director's son; while DIr. Whetzel collected fungi and, for an Ente., colleasue,
ingects with a hand net, A got of our collections went into the Sermida Agr. Exp.
Station herbarium, Fecenilyywrote the Station in Paget Parish (opp. Hungry Bay), ene
quiring about the status of the herbarium as it is not listed in the sixth edition
of the Index Herbariorum. The answer was that it had been completely destroyed by
neglect yeare ago, When you wrife me anyway, do add whether any nf our Hermida catche
es are in Ithaca. Last Sept.; I unearthed a Peilotum in Herlin I had collected in a
B., marsh now safely housed.

About 1929 I hi'ed in our Voleano region with small, most active Dr. Wiegand. He
was very talkative and MOST interesting. I wonder whether you have any Haw., plants
collected by him. He seemed mostly interested in Gycads, of which we have no natives.

Thanks agein for the information for the InPernal Fev. peoplas

Aloha,

P.S. My sojourn in subtropical Sermuda whetted my appetite to emisxate to the Tere
ritory of Hawaii 4n 1922 for good.
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Dear Wiss Mosher;

I am now referving to your July 23 letter regarding my 480 Order
No. 78,755 for Nat. Park paperback copies. You state they are to he shipped during
the week of August 6. Please note ONLY the mail is reliable. I had asked that You
mail 240 copies to the Island of Qahu and the other 240 to the Island of Hawaii, If
it is still tine, please mail all to "Drs. Deg ner, 68-617 Crozier Drive, Waialua,
Oahu, Hawaii 96791." If you have already split the order between the two islands,
don't worry. This change in our proposed plan is due to a tenant turnover at Waiae
lua on Oahu. We must leave Yolcano tc be on the spot to check inventory, etc., and
wait like spiders until a new prospect moves in. We had the present couple for over
a years At eviy turnover, we raise the »ent a bit to help pay BB obli ations.

Now let coneider the new edition presently in page proof and dealing with Cone
tinental dxift, etc.

¥rs. Desmer & § are rather ugset thet two copies of page pronfe arrived in HonOe
lulu, Island of Oahu. We are now on the Island of Hawaii. The bill by Ito from Michie
gan wag to be an exhorbitant $59.95 total. Ito had the nerve to want to charge $10.75
to ship the package from Honolulu %o our home in Waialua, thirty miles distant on the
game Island of Oahu. We protested this charge by long distance 'phone as he had never
sent the packege on to Walalual Instead we had the pacsage fiown ron Honnlulu to
the city of Hilo on the Island of Hawaii for £7.10/. Today, Monday July 28, ¥rs. D.;
was obliged %o drive round tiip by Jeep sixty miles memme—triv betwosn Volcano and
Hilo to gick up the package HIICH I8 ABSOLUTELY USELESS D0 Us.

Due to our protest regarding charges, the Ito bill gives you a eredit of $3.65.

I opaned the package, but had no need to laok over the page pronf. #any monthe ago
I wrote to omit fifteen pases of Table of Contenta, Iadex, etc. Tn do so would re=-
duce the cost per book for students, and expedite printing. We aooreciats your cone
scientiousness. Since you had not Yet gone to press, I did add a few more silversword
pages, which you must have receivad by this tima,

¥re, Tegensy aspacially and I are terrified, a{ter all thesa nisunderstandings bet=
ween dawaii and far off Michigan, that =B will get us into fiancial difficulties.
Please remember my unexpacted unspecified hospital bill beyond what the insnranca
will pay. S0 please mail me an estimate of wnat the next HEWES? EDITION Job will cost
BEFOKE you continue any further work. je don't want to be penalized arain for wnat
you conelder slow payment. I MAY be obliged to tarry a bhit uatil uonthly vental cheqe
uee accumulate.

Ae Boon as I get your gquotation, Mra. Dsy & I can do some figuring, and almost
write you our decision by retumn mail., She, by the way, unlike me does want & table
of contente as "dreseing",

Realize that postal de Uvery via "Library Rate® (preferably) in the only practicable
way to set paczages to my door. Furthermore, if I pay 38 befors You shipy I am the
"publisher® in which pase "Library Rate" applies. If Guam & Hawaii can do it, why not
¥ichi zanf

Dont' € fake It sariously, but 0FF TiE CUFF very rouphly, how much would it cost in
the fur distant future to have the anlored frontispisce now in the hard cover editign,
printed in the paperback; and what about cost L{f we chaage a blank & white fiz., to
color in text? If at all feasible, wa should be watching for such cnlorful Enhstie

tutes. It would be fn. for Us.
-f‘F"_'_“_:. “‘ll_’_!htli_'__ Pl . §
N ,( AL o L\—gcgog_,
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BOOX MANUFACTURERE ® LITHOPRINTERS A BUBSTIARY OF Seaw BARTON

P.O. BOX 1203 = FPHONE (313) 662-329]1 « ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 38106

Date 7/23/80

Dr. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier
Address Waialua Ohhu, Hawaii 96791

Name

Title Plants of Hawaii National Parks
Quantity 480-perfect bind-reprint Order Number 78,795
Dear Customer:

Thank you for your order, It has been processed and scheduled for production—shipment as follows:

Silverprint Proofs Customer comments:
() Cover { ) Text

Week of none

Check Copies (Signatures Folded & Gathered)

Week of none
Shipping Schedule we arex:p:ﬂ:nx reprinting the old edition
0 changes
Paper Bound 8/6 ;7 s
Week of 0(2" &é
- o /.;4( 4
Cloth Bound '
Week of

Thank you again. Should you have any questions, please contact us immediately. f
7;%@ //W V

Emily MoshefSales Coordinator

R
Rses ':'__,[j-% OFFICES AND PLANT - 100 STAEBLER ROAD - 4 mi. west of Ann Arbor on old Jackson Rd.
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Volcano, Hawaii 9678%.
July 30, 1980.

Dear Mr. Long: lire. De., & I don't know how to thant you for the items about Drakel
Ve shall dijest the material with enjoyment.

We axe being roughly yanked out of our cool routine of writing labele and a Pleo=
mele desoription in a few days because a tenant couple, after a year and a half with
usy is leaving. We must attend to inventory, insist on removal nf two auto wrecks,

& then spidor- ailt for a replacement.

Here im pure go¥sip: The bright, hipoyish U. of H.y Graduate Student Lani Fteme
laman(n?). has some poeition provably with the University but atationed at Haw. Yole.
Rat, Park. Ve hardly know her. She came into our parden asking us to fdudtify 2n exe
otic we 4id not know.

Gentle, obliging Miss Marie C. Neal of the Hishop iuseum died in 1965. Having oc=
casion tp write Dlmctor Creutz of that institution anyway, I suggested that hright
Lani, who seemed wanting a permanent position, might serve as a subptitute Ln his
Bot.Section, Whan I mentioned my C 2 letter to her, she promptly oxplained sha had
met with him & had promptly dewd@wr a position offered as i{ would entail meinly mount-

Bpecimens. 7@, a8 also she, are convinced she is far too wide awake & too good a syse
tematic botanist to waste her time with such drudgery.

During the one-sided conversation Lani remarked that the 8, H., hotanist van Royen
is completing his Flora of New Guinsa. She aleo remarked that the museum ies so impee
cunious that it might be forced to close the herbarium! We believe Dxa. Creutz had
been selocted Director by the Trustees hecause of his former connection with NSF,

a potential source of wealth for B.M. Evidently he has not been too successfual in
gaining grents. In fact, some ysers ago we apprrached him with the idea of B.M., in
cornection with the Garden,continuing our Pl, Hawe, after the last of two surviving
Degeners has died. 45 you probably knov (as doss de la Montagng, BuMes & NeY., have
teen in my Will since earliest days. ™ut after meeting with Creutz (he had received
& letter about us from Fosberg), and noting his great interest in usin; our “wealth"
to construct & Dotany Bullding instead of foll wing our wishes of continuing our Fl.,
we s&bstifuted 8t. L., for B.M. You don't realize, how 5.¥., can twist wishes nf don=
nors. A former Director even wanted to break Amy Greenwell's Will, according to her
outraged mother. As it stands now, NeY., & St. Ley shall be instruzental in pushing
our wishes. If they cannot follow our requirements for any vesson; every asset shall
be sold & the resulting cash donated to Nature Conservancy.

According %o recent newspaper articles, the museum is selling iis ancient clipper
ehip anchored at a Hanolulu wharf as a tourist attraction. This does indicate that
funds are scarce.

If the situation should come to a crisis, should the Carden or Peter Kaven be pre=
pared to step in to rescue the priceless collection for the benefit of H.Y., or the
Shaw Gardene? Or would the University of Hawaii get State cash to teke over? In a way,
it would be a disaster if students started pawing over unicates & types.

Anywaynm now you &re up-to-date on local Lani gossip.

- e . e .

Fonlacal goseip, partly learned from a Smithsonian in Derlin last Sept., is that
E.B. Fosbers is retired at the Smithsonian. I got a latter from Exyolozist Douglas
Smith recently that Foeberg is teaching at the University of Cuam. His behavior was
embarrassing to ue prudist Isa & me first at the Bot. Congrees in Montreal. He did
represent the US in a wey to the aesembled forei ners.

Anyway, You are up-to-date regarding gossip as we have heard it.

Alohay

0.D0., the garrulous ottozenarian

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Yolcano, Hawnii 9678%
Aug. 1, 1980,

Dear Dr. Sgith:

How is the Hbrmann biography coming along? Is there still time to

print these two pajes of a Pleomele in the same form? It would reduce cost for @ach

of the four pages. But before Isa & I conmit ourselves concerning the two Fleomele
pages in an edition of 1,500, I MUST have an estimste of the printer's comt. I still
mugt pay an unknown sum to the hoepital after insurance people finiph their fipuring,
e really want %o pay ahead of time for the printing mo that the 1,500 pheets belong
to us as publishers; giving us the "Library Fate" advantape with the poetoffice. This !
rate has xisen a few conte, but it is attractive navertheleass. |

Do pleace keap the'ﬁnence of the Pleomele m6., confidential and lzeep the ms., not
openly on your deek but preferably locked away. NHo, no, nos I don't moan in the Agana
Benk safe deposit box nor at ¥t. Knox.

We are losing a tenant couple, afier 13 years, so must move back Monday $o the
Beach to attond to inventoxry & finding a replacement. So do please answer Isa & me to:

Drs. Deganer, ﬁalu.ﬁ.. Qahu, Hawsii 96791

We have been so busy and the weather has been so bad that we handly left the house,
We mailed & $in of poor mosses t0 you. I have never noticed a peartree (not avecado
but Pyxus) Aathocaros beforel Sorry it is almost sterile, T may gmet batter material
on the same iree for you at another eeason. >

%e plan 4o Fell our iniveraity property - but rot for & song - to helip finance our
bot. printing. In reply to our offer; out nf the blus, we pot a flattering letter we
had %o xerox (out af pride) to you. Isn't it strange that sopme one lnovs abont the
quality of my teaching Botany at the Univ. of Haw., in 1o25-27% It is true the Haiv.
was still a small institution, yet I was considered the second hest after the expert
E.C, leebrick. I had enough energy left to want to publish a local Flora at the local |
Museun at my own time with my own funds. When the Director there was againet my mailing
Haw., specimens out of the Yervitory for fear othexs could then compete with his museum
ard wantod se %o limit myself to prepare a chaoklist, I imored his "domande." He then
tried to naﬁ"m out of the Islandes by conspiring with the new Univ. Pres David Craw=
ford, son of a missionary, to refuse to reappoint me. Thus I developed tachycardia in
1928 & have not driven a car since. My M.D,, advised ma to "change nyattitude or leave
the Islands for a cure." I avoided all people wmha mipht amoy nme, dealt mostly with
¥ainland or foreign botanists, and laft Oahu to Yeoo,a Naturalist of Haw. Nat. Park.
Ipreoccupied myself with my Park paperback snd lived wthin my caddiac intenperance. Af=||
ter two jears I was well enouzh to return $o Qahu.

Annoyed (wi.t.huut consciously aware nf it) about ten years apos I disd of heart are
rest, but was phaken back %o 1ife and, thanks to my firet pacemaker, was enabled to
¢natinue with Isa our bot. activities. 1ild conspiracy by Director & President was
zreally a blessing in disguise as it forced Isa & me into Plora Hawaiiensis woxic, and
as ignorant collaborators with HBymann abd you into Plorya Hawsiiana work. This typing
outburst of course indicatee that the cause of my tachycaxdia is not 100% gone. But
Wio caves, pacemaker No. 2 takes up the slack. Now parbhape you can understand that we
are snavour cardinlogiets. Isa, before our marriage, taucht Pharmaco nosy to premedics
& prevchoniste" (apothscaries) in Nerlin,

The only thing you need mead in this letter is: ¥ow snon can we publish?

Alcha.

)
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DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGENER
P.O. Box 154

Volcons, Hawaii

. 2?6@& U.S. A

L

Dear Dick:

You wrote me a long time agzo how you regratted neeing Dr. Marrill in his
ald age destroying holagrashs of long doceased and living hotanists,

1 never answered yoar letior because of other mattevs, such as goinz to Court %o

winy'a vent claim againat a tenanl who pal d us in worthless ¥ainland chegues while

MR wa away from home, being hospitalized for the implating for over 35,00070R new &
smaller hoart pace-maker, and writds labels Tor accumulabion of specimens at leaat to
the geaus sao I can distribute them o institutions for monographers to study eventus
al.l; should I cateh up with life insurance atatistics. 3hould I dia, ¥rs. Degerery a
professional botanist with a doctorate, mould NEVER decioher my early soribbled hierce
glyphica on nawspager nargins. Anyway, I would not want ay widow o spend ner remaine
ing daya with sud label writdg drad ery.

I nover realized until iwenty to thirsy years ago that I have been something of a
packrat ever since about 19£2. I unsarthed lote of kol graphs in my attics, and
fearing the ruvages of tsunamis; termites and rats or mar sent the originals to the
Hunt Institute of (arnegie-Wellon University in Pittsburgh. They sent me zeroxes of
them for my own uss. These I nover indexed according te authors, mut rethar according
to genara. Then after Librarian Long of New York began an archive colleotion for : |
OUR imstitution of which fsz & I are staff members without salary, I sent the mnet ine
teresting remaining letters to New York for xeroves of them, Hunt then received the
less ifmportant ones outright. Of these I have no copies whatsoever.

In additien, I have perhaps a mass of letters & documants concersiiz my work and
especially my loss of the cheng-Ho via piracy.

Fartheraore, I have in lose=leaf notebooks an accumulatinn of newspaner clipoings
regarding plants in Hawail, iadi cating mors or less date of first infroduction or obe
sexvationy efc. Also, as I try keeping my touriat book "Plants Haw. Nat, Parks" upe
toedate since 1930, I have clippings vregardiing Hawaiisna of interest (to isa & ns?v
and) tourists.

I gusse the entize collection may take up close to twenty fest of Mbrary shelving
at our Mokuleie Zgach home on Qzhu. Should Isa & I die, you can irmagine what will
most likely happen fo all thie materisl of considerable biographicszl ¢ historical
value, and of use for continuing the writing of a local Plora. Eluedess 2re 20 effis

%c_ient eveeping ocut the life-long accumulatioas of the de=d. AA hizs an excallent cole
“eSlection of Hawaiian plants thanks %o many collectors including by gift from the Degene
ers. :

Would it be wise for A to purchase our collestion of xerox and ard in=1 copies
as well as the cliopinge that are not reprecentsd elsswhere? I should want xeroxes of
everything, as Isa i3 a generation younser than I, and needs the informaztion to cone
tinue the Flora even if I dn not. If your Archivist should be interested, he should
purchase two notebonke at a tims, mailing me xeroxes boafore I mail additional ones.

We arc packing up to return wonday to Oahu as a tenant counle, aftar nne * a half
Jears,are vacating a duplex apartment and we must find a replacement. We really keep
busy financing our personal cottase iadustry of publishing a Flora,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



DRS. OTTO & 154 DEGEMER
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Cahy, Hawait
Y6791 U SioA

Auge 7, 1980.

T ——

4t Dear Drs Payne:

Dr. Dpuglas R. Smith of the University of Guam
wrote me last Juyne about your "Heport of the Costs of Herbarium
Proesdures & Serviees in the U.S.A."

Mrs. Degener & I are both staff members of the New York Botanie
eal Carden, representing the Garden in the Hawaiian Islands. I am
orizinally a New Yorker, graduating from Collegiate Sehool, 77 Stes|
& West End Ave., in *18, I “emigrated” to the Territory of Hawail
gn 1922, hut wax often at the Garden studying for an advanced de- |
gree at the Garden (affiliated with Columbia U.) under Drs. Barm=
hart, Britton, Rydberg & Stout (& Harper at Sechermerhorn Hall)e
I began working toward a loose-leaf flaw,, Flora and, with Hrs. De, |
are on Book 7. -

We are interested in having a eopy of your Report. Dre Smith, I ||
believe, ordered a eogy for me. As we live altefnately on two sep=
arate islands = Oahu & Hawaii = we fearthe eopy has gone asiray. |;
For the enelosed $2,00 and postage stampe, please mail us two, |
one to eaeh of the following addresses. One eopy shall go to the IJ.}'
trary of our Haws Vole. Fational Park. I was the first Naturalist t|
thers, in 1929. |

e ¢ ———

DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGEN=n n -
GEME DRS. OITO 2. 184 e
68-617 Crozier Drive P. @. Bos = = ISA DEGENER |
Waialua, Oghu, Hawai Ji ‘Voletne, Maweiorme
96791 ' U, S,f awaif ¢ FIAWsh BO785 11.5.4. [

Coples would properly go via "Library Rate” at a eost of 19
eents for the first pound.

With room to spare = paper ie patient = I eannot resist inform=
ing you about Long Beachs One summer, 1 guess in 1904 or *05 the
fanily lived in a huge wooden firestrap of @ hotel on the second
floor faeine north. My father eommuted by train of eourge eveyy |
business day to Manhattam. One early morning - it was st11l dark «
my mother ghletly woke me with the remark: ®0tto, we must gei are
ed beeause the hotel is burning. We have plenty of time." In fuet,
the Pire had started on the top floor off the opposite end of the
building. Anyway, awake to the emergeney, I turned around about
three-to see what was the most value item to reseue, and grabbad |
mny snyffegolored teddybear.

Tavnes |
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With plenty of timeg, all of us guests at our end of the tel |
had time to peek our » These then were thrown out of t
dow and piled into quits a mountain away from the hotel near L
first eottage. A1l of us then retreated to the beaech, the
burning heat, to wateh the huge hotel burn. At length g
shanged and syarks reachedvthe hot mountain of trunk and nears=
est Wottages, and everything burned to the ground. We returned to
our boarded up home at 316 West 89 Street, I wearing my daneing ‘

insuranee.

pumps! I guess most people had fire

Egiu
Efeiz

-~ We sumwered in Long beach a few times singe in the *108s
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ﬁl‘- 10. lm.

Dear Mr. Whitten:

I have your kind July 22 letter, and don't quite know how to answer. A TRUE
feature artiele would he sy sordid. Also, Kre. Degener & I have been a tean since our marrie
&ge in 1952, both of us married for the first time, This seens an anomaly rare in these past
deeates of family desradations I am the Plodding plughorse axd she the impatient race horse

with a pagne eun laude domtoratel

How eah it be %old that I came to Homolulu from New York City, after having identified
subtropleal plants I had colleeted in Eermuda at the Hew York Botanleal Gerden? ¥ith no

.‘ml)hmmliudouhytauh!.ultthth&mityothuuhllftmfoz'tﬂlm.lnd
mmmmmmmnmatmmnu. local museum for the rest of the tine with my
own funde, After eavnines a Master's at the University of Hawail in 1923 and twe years' cred-
it for an sdvanced degree from the #jff University of Massachusatts and the Wew York Botanie
eal Garden, the last wn affiliate of Golumbia University, I returned to Hwaii Yo takeh Bot-
any under Pree. Arthur L. M.Houhlutodoufnlltiurmunm.

A Geclozy professor, beucme a persona non grata ag Yale, was kicked upstairs by its Presi-
dent to assume the Directorship of the impoverished local nuseun, As Yale would pay the over
ageressive indiv 11's salary and finanee some lucrative Fellowships besides, the Trustess
eould not well farwgo the sroffered gifts Hearing disturbing rumors from erployed and dis-
mnissed scholars highest repute, I continued my teaching at the University, a Territory of
Hawail institutions I prepared deseriptions of Hawailan exoties that I hed learned to know

mf" in Bermuda with, .houuru-. contacting the local, foared museum Director, a veritable bull in
& China eloset’ presumably supsrvised by intimidated businessmen as Trustees.

My ignoranee ef Hawallan endemics gave birth to the idea of publishing loose-leaf what
plants I happened to knowe As I got to know endenles, their illustrated desaristions could be
interealated according to their position in the Plant Kingdom easily enough in a loosg=leaf
Flora lhnﬂ.ggg? or Yew Illustrated Flora of the Hawailan Islandse T,,1s would not appesr in

Volumes™, but for eonvenience in "Books™ whieh would eontain different grouss of sheets me-
eording to their irvegular time of publication,

Evidently fearing possible compotition in & project logieal for the museum to pursue, its
Diractor had the impertinence to tell me I mustfnot send duplicate specimens outside the Tere
ritory as all botanical work should be condue at his suseum, Purthermore, he wanted me to
prepare a cheeklist of Hawailan plants rather than publish a Flora. Not smployed by this o=
ologist, I made 2 noncomuittal reply and eontinued digtributing duplicates, Many went as
gifts or on FFdAHYT) vermaz=nt loan to HewYdork and elsewhere, some as exchanges for bote
anical books to Ewrlin and, as I lacked a position, very many to the wholesale herbarium
merehant Oswalid Welgel of leipsig, Germany, for $10 per Century for resale on one-third com=
missions In what musoum cabinets such priesless plants repose for monographers to atudy, I
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Aug 13, 1980

WAIALUA, DAHU, HAWAII

Dear Mras. Karg:

Mrs, Degener & I are back at the Beach since early this month because of
the departure of a tenant eouple we have had for 1% years. Even thoughdclaa.n-d the place, 2
we as always had a lot of drudgery to contend with to get it back into remtable ecomdi-
tions We just got a 'phone call from a Mrs, (rnellas, who looked the plage over, that she
was eoming this P.M., to pay the first month's rent with a certified cheque. Without a
good eheque, promises are too often worthless, It is a coineidence that she works for
some wholesale nursery with a Japanese name. It ships chiefly to our Mainland. I have
sald nothing but, who knows, this Mrs. Ornellas besides paying $329 mo thly rent, might
sell my books on eongignment.

Mrs. D., & I wish to thank you and Dr. Stieber for his kindness regarding those in~
fern 1 Federal Revenue people. When we have gotten all our facts together, we plan to
request to flle and amended returm and see whether we should not get a eash refund. The
result of an inspection should work both ways; for & against.

When I visited Fris with my sigter in 1952 in an attempt to get my pirated Cheng Ho
baek; I wanted to see Remy & orher critieal Hawe., plants. I did not get very far probab-
ly because of my German name and in spite of the faet that I was eonnected with the N.Y,
Bot Garden. Dr. Merrill, originally Fremch (Canadian?), had helped through Carnegie or
Boako@or or some such outfit, to rebuild the badly WW II damaged museum or Jardin de
Plantes. You,probably know more about thig tham I. Of the few workers I met there was
a Dr. Lend.;é’. He was the only one who seemed gemuinely human and helpful. He was speci-
alizing in lirticaceae or Moraceae - some family like that. I bet he is the author who
wrote the Drake article you kimdly mailed us.

Thanks so much for your and Dr. Stieber's helps

uﬂhl,

Hunt Institute ocumentation

S N




P. 0. Box 19
HReseda, Ca. 91375
1% August 1980

Dr. Harold E. Moore, Jr.

L. H, Bailey Hortorium

467 Mann Library

Cornell University

Ithaca, New York 14853

Dear Hal:

The enclosed typescript was among the mail pileup that greeted me when I
returned from e three-weexs ebsence. 1 have answered your questions and inserted
& few changes. 1 do not recell thet there was a labelled photo of 0.F. im my file
at Smithsonian but occasionally he is shown in one of the palm photos, I feel
rether certain that that is Dr. Cook with Alfonsia, p. 15, fig. 3, Nat. Hort. Mag.,
Jen, 1940.

knclosed also is an extra"file copy" of the Yuma Morning Sun., There is no
reason for me to keep it.

Thenks for writing "my" paper. I had not thought in terms of being the
author when I sent you the notes.

Using my P. 0. address is all right, unless my academic addresses are
preferable:

Lepartment of Biology, Celifornia State University, Northridge, Ca. 91330
(Senior Research Fellow).

LUepartment of Botany, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. 20560
(Kesearch kssociate).

Hest wishes,

Sincerely,

1 .I e

Velva E. Rudd
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467 MANN LiBRARY
CORNELL UNIVERSITY
ITHACA, NEW YORK 14853

TELEFHONE: 607-258.2131

18 July 1980
Dr. Velva E. Rudd
P, '0, Box 19
Reseda, CA 91335
Desr Velva,

I have made minor modifications and appended a 1ist of p.pers by
0. F. Cook. There are a couple of queries on pages 1 znd 2., Does
this suit you? :

I will send 2 copy for Bob's information and ask if he found a
photo of 0. F. Cook in his inherited office!

The informality is nice. Thanks.

Most sincerely,

Ly

Harcld E. Moore, Jr,

DIVISION OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES:

A STATUTORY COLLEGE OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Aug 13, 1980

Dear Mrs., Karg: v N
’f‘b‘ﬁ/ i
Mrs. Degener & I are back at the Beach since early this month because of
the departure of a tenant ecuple we have had for 13 years. Even though, cleaned the plac
we as always had a lot of drudgery to eontend with to get it back into rentable condi-|
tion., We just got a "phone call from a Mrs. Ornellas, who looked the place over, that 1
was eoming this P.M., to pay the first month's rent with a certified cheque. Without l%
good eheque, promises are too often worthless, It is a coineidence that she works for
some wholesale nursery with a Japanese name. It ships chiefly to our Mainland, I have |
s2id nothing but, who knows, this Mrs, Ornellas besldes paying $329 monlthly remt, migl
sell my books on congignment. |
Mrs. Do, & I wish to thank you and Dr. Stieber for his kindness regarding those 111-|
fern,l Federal Revenue psople. When we have gotten all our facts together, we plan to
request to file and amended return and see whether we should not get & cash refund. Thi
result of an inspection should work both ways; for & against. [
) |
Wnen I visited 92-'13 with my sister in 1952 in an attempt to get my pirated Cheng Ho
bask, I wanted to see Remy & orher eritieal Haws, plants. I did not get very far proba
1y because of my German name and in spite of the fact that I was conneeted with the N.
Bot Garden., Dr. Merrill, originally French (Canadian?), had helped through Carnegie orl
Roekefller or some such outfit, to rebulld the badly WW II damaged museum or Jardin de
Plantes. You probably know more about thig than I. Of the few workers I met there was |
a Dr. Leandry. He was the only one who seemed genuinely human and helpful. ie was -pee]
alizing in Urticaceas or loraceae - some family like that., I bet he is the author who
wrote the Dpake article you kiindly malled us,

Thanks so much for your and Dr. Stieber's helpe I

Aloha,




"

ll.l‘- 16. 19600

Dear Dr. Reevei -
Rod & Anne Miller & I visited the W imea Arboretum to perticipate in an in=
terssting tour conducted by their som Roddie. Rod ls taking a week's vacatiom, and so I

did not spoil it by talking shops I don't even know whether he got your letter of resultis.

I have been picking UP fls., from the ground fallen from an interesting Haw., tree. I
need them for distribution. I did NOT give in to crouching to avoid some dizsiness, but ach
ed like a & oldster. Naturally, I was somewhat disgy. I never bothered in my life
to consult ﬁ t, red Paysicians® Desk Reference before. I leave such interesting perusal
to Isa or her mother, But she being in Germany to bring her mother back via wheelchair, I
delved through the tome and was aghast it hae no symptom index., Pfuil

If my braim shows that it hungers for O whem my circulatory system dces not react fast '
enough to changes in radical posture, why not step up the irom content of ny pink corpusclss
to deep red? If you approve, please inform your pharmacy to mail me the "simple™, and add t
the expense to my bill. I am marooned on my lot until Isa's return. I don't drive,

Having started with Science mage, in 1928, I am congideved esomething of a freak and am
honored by complimentary issues. We are disgusted that our Matiom, on decline since the pres
sidency of the second Roosevelt, does not have a Fed. Hed. Bd., that more quickly allows
US physlclans to use medicines perfected in foreign coatries according to the opinions of
foreign physiclans. Have you no pill to foresall a stroke? Isa is mow in Freiburg, (W)
Germary, where my former cardiologist Dr. Mildenberger presumably has my old records. She
will show him our new xeroxes. If he has a remedy, I would take it as self-medication
without involving any US physician like Dr. Miles in Hilo or you in Hon., with perhaps being
criticised for ignoring Fed., regulations. My Austrian cousin Dr. Hans-Robert Ahlemanm has ]
visited us twoce, once while living at Waikiki; and once, after learning better, at the Kue
ilima. We are mailing him as usual my med. history to see what the Austrians have coocked up
against virtigos. It may all be futile, but at least interesting.

Off the record, if my arterial system is puddling up like the Tigris; and my veh us systam
like the Buphrates, for the fun of it I am swallowing one normal aspirin per day go the cor
puscles can slip more easily across an cholesterol sandbanks.

I have so many thousands of critical labels to write of Hawailian herbarium specimens that #
are on the verge of extinction or already extinct in the wild that I am up before 6 K.M., I
and after 10 P.M. I don't waste time walking the beach for exercise but stretch my feet up
to weiling 50 times from lying confortably on my bed. I don't want the widow Degener to endw
her days doing thés drudgery. Anyway, she can'y decipher my shorthand geribbles with the
plants, i

If I survive an ambulatory existence rather than a sedentary ose by the time the In=
EZ?Z?%%&%%?S"@G%SHE aESRBoB oI Ut B HRa 111 Pester a cardiologist there to dise



With Isa now in Freiburg : ur x
with which to convarse, my :I.etter is u.nusunlly 1on;. 7~
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467 Mann Libfary, Ithaca, NY 14853 18 Aug. 1980

Dear Velva,

Many thanks for revisions on the manuscript and for
the fike copy of the Sun. Bob Read has a photograph of
0.F. Cook and might even get a little compani®n paper on
what his names equal, a project on which both of hs have
been working independently.

I'11 use one or both institutional addresses.

S;ZA :

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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A
BOTANISCHER GARTEN UND INSTITUT FUR SYSTEMATISCHE BOTANIK t
DER UNIVERSITAT ZURICH
Direktor Prof. Dr. C. D. K. Cook E
Zollikerstrasse 107
iregandd 8008 Ziirich, September 1st, 1980 !
PC 80-15805 i

Dr, 0.Degener
Voleano, Hawaii
96785

U.5.A.

Dear Dr.Degener:

With very many thanks we acknowledge your
parcel of 21 Hawaiien specimens, and some literature pertaining
to the species. We are, as Elways, most grateful for this excellent
material. I am not sure whether I ever acknowledged your previous

parcel; if so, please forgive me and permit me to thank you now.
With best wishes,

Yours truly,

(2 mhes—

K‘U. Kramer
Curator of the Herbarium

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



KOMAROV BOTANICAL INSTITUTE

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE U.S.S.R

2, Prof, Popov Street, Telephone: 234-12-37
Leningrad 197022, U.S.S.R. Cable address: BIN

Dr O Degener

€8-617 Crozier Drive
Waialuva, Oghu, Hawaii
96791 USA

September 4, 1980
Dear Otto

Thank you very much indeed for your slides which I return
herewith. Though we did not publish any of them in "Plant
Life",it was interesting to see them.

With my very best wishes
Yours sincerely

(nimen

Armen Takhtajan

PNM BAH, 3. 230, 7. 4000, 1-X-79 1.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Wfo ‘5 vew excrring. JAAPRCT ¥ e m\
Dear Dr's Degener, THE HAWAT .\llll;'_l.'_::;\'.
Thank you for your letter: <" SEP
The "Notes'are out & will 5
be mailed to you.l'll send AM.
some Xerox for distribution, : 1980
-of the article only. \957_\?‘

Please submit copy for the '
next "Notes'on native cottons,
ref.Parlatoré's book.Sounds of DR.O.& I.DEGENER
interest. 3 2 2

The Vicia cuttings still looks ggxgﬂm‘?“gﬁg DRIVE,
good here.Hope it grows. i

Hope to see you both before WATALUA HI 96791

too long.

Sincerely s 5
Ke oolliams

HANL AR [CUARTIN ANGLL ROCA) ANCIENT HAWAIIAN

IMPACT® CONCORD CALIFORMIA
€ VAMMZOCM . MNINTOAVDE $0 |NTE SRINTED i LRaN
SET g CEATINTY S MG 4SS Tation Wh VR IS

R #

| Dear Ctto, Sept. 8, 1980
Thank vou SO much for sending that long newspaper clipping.
Congratulations — it is a good tribute to you and 1sa and your
lifelong workl I assums you ars sznding a copy to the N.‘:.B.G.F
for their file on you,
I went in Lo see Willard Steinkamp last waek about my will.
| He is the last of the Steinkamps (I think) in the business and
gmenms now quite old. He seems to be delegating all his work to
| the new younger men in thg firm end thsy nowmanswer all mail
(to me, at leasst). Jossph®5. Ullman has written to me. Next
time I write him I will mention that you ars still awaling a
| veply from hin, Our family has employed the Steinkamps for
)y ganerations. I am sorry to see ths fim go into other hands. {1
With all best wishes, )

PEYTOIOCIA ¥B'OIRS I has finally been published and II is
nearing complation}

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Sept. 8, 1980 -

e T R

%

DR. OTTO DEGENER, §75-28-4742 . -
DR. 1SA TRMGARD DEGENER, 576-60-3781
P. 0. BOX 154 967-7409 3

r VOLFCAND, HAWAIL 96785

| wardwa BrancH

First Hawaiian Ban|

S 730 CALIFOMNIA AVENUE
WAHIAW, AWAI R6TEE
=5 = T

—

I |_Fuff‘-' VA L TR | \
%&10}5*:0 509 39w 232"
-____._\_ FEE= N “._.._'-'....'.-_.'_-_..._._'...__o—-:

Dear Drs. Degener,

Just a brief note to Tet you know that something is going to happen at the Wahiawa Branch
of the First Hawaiian Bank. Our local branch of the same bank took the check (above) which
has the slight imperfection of lacking the word "hundred" after Twa:a-ahd STXEY fiivet s

They said that there would be no problem with it if yuh would call the Wahiawa branch
and alert them that it was coming in and to honor it. They are not familiar here
with this style of check writing, so no wonder the confusion.

I deposited it at this late date, simply because tomorrow I am to pick up the proofs

to take to the printer and the whole project should be out well before the 20th of Sept.
That is-the date of publication I had them put on both papers. I will take all of your
recent letters and answer the many questions you have posed, but just now I am
inundated with administrivia that prevents much of any real work being done. Also want
to get most of that done before we go into the 4th dimension or run out of it.

incerely, Ehere they say "Hafa Adai")
pron. Hafa-day)
rhymeswith aloha

A

e (pelf— g4

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



sapto 12' 1960

WAIALUA, DAHU, HAWAII

Dear Mr., Whittenm:

. Mrs. Degener & I are so proud of your article that we just don't know

how to thank youl. Trying to be objective and pretending you have written about another

couple, we feel the article is more than expertly written. The end is so artistic. Be=-

ing proud like peacocks, we mailed your coples here and there, and today received a

ver favorable reply from the N.Y. Bot. Garden. Numerous friends here and thers ( the

same h. & t.) sent us the clipping. We have xeroxed about 100 copies. We are a bit a-
ila,,.:58888% to toot our own horn excessively; but, nevertheless, plan to unobtrudively lay

‘one xercx in each herbarium package going to almost 100 bot. gardens andor centers through=

out the Worlde On the average I guess we have one package ready for shipment every two

weeks or so. The time depends on how long it takes to write the plant labels.

We were go tardy in thanking you becauge of unusual circumstancesi
My mother=in-law with Isa's stepfather has visited us from Germany fer times winthxs.
Now her mother, a few years MY JUNICRI!!!, is widowed & blind in one eye. She nowk has |
her own house on our beach lot, goes swinming $iice a day, and plays about in the Garden.
. I guess she got jugt a bit homesick and worried that her husband‘’s grave might be neglect=
ed, So we suggested she fly to Feiburg, (W) Germany before she might get too old to trav-
el, So we got her a¥ ready & she reached Cermany safely a couple weeks ago. Then we got
YL/ #dd¥ this past week a long distance *phone call from one of her friemds that, due
to her impatfect eyesight, she had fallen & broken her hip when alighting from a strest
care She had her operation and survived it succe ssfully I believe becauge of her mst
_healthy living here at the beach. So that wverything shall be done properly, Isa flew g
to Gérmany early Thursday. She shouly have a letter with jetalls here at Mokuleia I hops
by Mondaye Depending on medical advice, she will try to bring her mother home perhapy in I
six weeks in a2 wheel ghair, |.

The funny gart of all this unexpected trouble is that I had the first feeling of con=
- gestion in my hest & an ache up to my Jaw in my entire 1ifel I have & new pacemaker &
':41;3‘\' 45 have felt as,a cucumber throughout all this time. I controlled the episode with nitro-
glyesrin. I ‘think this is terribly interesting how the subconscious seems to influence
the organs. Just to be sensible, I visited cardiologist Reeve to find out I am vey
healthy for my ages Tyis in my mind, at least, explains how the kahuna could pray Ha-
waiians to death if they believed in this superstition. Furthermore, my wishing to get
a few things xeroxed for you took some more days of my time to thank you.

You intimated that I have"enemies®™. They were Dr. Gregory & Pres, Crawford, butl T
swors offthe "lwoury" of having any more years ago because of my tachycardia. Writing
hook reviews as we recognize the truth certainly does not stimulate friendship. I had
never realized I had one "enemy” about 15 years ago until I asked KSF for a grant-in=-
aid to continue botanizing and printing the Flora Hawailensis. Although I had giva



many thousands jhousands of critical plant specimens, mogtly Hawailan & Fijian, tothe
Smithsonian since about 1922, it wag denied. A profdjor formerly of my alsa mater (a
palm specialist) on the Mainland and one of the examiners in Washington, D.C., concern=-
ing my grantein-aid, told me how surprised he was susprised at the violent diatribe a
Hawe, worker I always considered a friend.He expressed against our project. @osing the
desired gtant and unable to finance printing the F1. Haw., properly, wevstarted pub~
1lishing in the near-free Phytologia. Then with a few costly operations and a Freiburg
trip, we are wisely economizing further by reduming Phytologia articles. Instead, I am
letting off STEAN writing This and similar verbose letters. But, please, don't feel
that this steam is little more than worthless hot jire

To continue the fun of exsrcising the typewriter, I might add that I knew the late
McHinley Latin school te acher Miss Ziegler, who lived on Lanihuli Drive in Manao. She
was almost f anatically emphatic maintaining it was worse for students to learn some=-
thing wrong and then unlearning the mistake to learn the fact correctly from the very
beginning. She was an outstanding teacher, (ur good friend Nerbst in his publicatbom
follows St. John in calling the silvery tree I introduced from New Providence (Massau)
"Oonocarpus erectus” in spite of the fact that I give the proper orthography as "Cono=
‘carpus erecta®, Won't we Degeners hurt Herbst's feelin:if we draw public attention to
his spelling? Should students learn this version, to unlearm it again? As bot., tachers,
we should correct errorse Do remember this little ditty:

"\ woman, island, country, tree.
And city feminine we sees

Pénelop#, Cyprus, Gemanica, ' i
Laurus, Athenae." : ' i
Because Conocarpus is a tree, which in Latin is thé £ ﬁi/ni.uo arbor, Linnaesus consid=

dered the genus name feminine. No one so far, as we know, has ever changed the whitte
oak from anything tmt "Quercus alba", =] .

Regarding "lumpers™ & "splitters", we nas sriers tend to consider the lumpers
individuals with negligent observagion. They|a far advanced over horticulturiss
as these are above gardeners. Splitters, if sutcessful, are as precise as possible @
with the tools at their command. We spot lumpers from splitters mostly correctly by
consulting such tomes as Britton & Brown's "Illustrated Flora of NE USA & Adj. Canada®,
Gray's Manual, etecs, etc. Whenever we see a scientific binomial with one author's
name in parenthesis followed by that of another out of the pss, the parenthetical
author is the poor lumpers Linnasus so often had to be so because he was working on
poorly known plantg sent him from all over the newly discoeverd areas of the (usually
New) World. Many later botanists, even with everything before them simply lack pow=
erg of observation and describe thelr specimen prematurely. A later then comes along,
makes a better determination, and puts the Pirst suthor in'pas ) |, For it

Once again I wish to express gratitude for the article. To be a wonderful necrol=
ogy, it needs two minor changes: reference to my Linne Medal awarded by S olm as
shown in Books 6 & 7 (the cuts do not deplct the Willdemow one from Berl gnd a
more recent photo taken of me in 1983 or can I hope for a later year?

Aloha,

P.5, Saturday 'P‘?..M & no letter as yet from Isa. I hope for ‘one Monday or Rueuday.



I“TJ:?S. OTTO & ISA DEGENER
58-617 Crozier Drive
Vaialuag, Oohuy, Hawaii

76791 U.S. A,
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Dear Mrs. Tomsi

Was 1t not nice of Mr. Whittem to write that article about usl We thought
he wanted the information I gave him via reprints and a "phone conversation 6 salt away
for a coming obituary. People in my age group occasionally curl up and dies

Isa & I actually thought of stopping over on Maul, getting a U-Drive car and visiting t® |
the Flenings - we know Ward intimately after hiking through Haleakala with him = the Sil-
vas and the Toms. We had planned to stay over one night in & hotel = it used to be lirs.
Trible's. But then we gave up the idea because we always travel with three dogs & a cat. I

you know even botanists can go crasy. But, really, with doped marijuana tmﬁ.ﬂn
rampant, we need barkers to scare them mway.

I last saw Dr. & Mrs. Judd when I had my FIRST pacemaker checked by an ¥ast Indlan
colleague. I had not seen him since we hiked together in the Koolaus together with the
late Amy Gs, who had a"crush” on him, and why not? I had met Krs. J., before their mar-
riage,at the B. Jiuseun. The colleague, by the way, kept us waiting two hours, did not
even look me in the eye because he may have feared the evil eye, did little more than
sign a paper, and rushed off to lunch. Of course, he did not forget his bill. Isa & I
should have sent him one for four hours of our waiting. Confidentially, we were so impres=
sed that we went to another cardiologist about a week later.

Just recently I talked over the *phone with a latvian lady on Haul, who has a Japanese
name and, I assume, was once upon & time & WW II bride. She wanted me to go to Honolulu |
to testify regarding & conservation project. Recently haveingotten a brand new, smaller
pacamaker replacement, I of course could not do so. She raved about the Bot. Garden & what
Mr. 8ilve had accomplished with helpers like you. When praise 1s expressed to ones face, it
may not count as much as when expressed to an outsider, In two years at the U. of Hey I
had two near geniuses as students, 2 Hawailan-Chinese (confidentially, Kai) and a Hawaiian-
German (confidentially, Wiebke). Why cannot (confidentially) R.S., be a Haw.-Fortuguese
with a spark of genius that shows in spite of no formal College Bot. training?

e are at a dangerous age. As mentioned above, I have a new pm., of which installation
was painlesa, but the bill of about $5,500 for 5 days in Kuakini & W.D., slipping a flat
disk into a nice puka was torture., I suspect there is a lot of padding going on as HMSA pam
some of it. We do not yet know how much.

Another trouble was our advising my mother-in-law = just a bit homesick, perraps - to v
visit Cermany for six weeks before she should get too old to travel. After enjoying swim=
ming twice a day at Mokuleia, playing in the gardem & perfecting a house with East-Indis ste
store etc., furniture, she left three weeks ago. Last week we got a 'phone call from her
friend in Freiburg that she had fallem & broken her hip. So Isa flew to Freiburg Thursday
A.Ms We know she swrvived the operation by "phone, thanks to her sensible living, but little
else. I guess tomorrow I will get all details by letter. Isa wants to supervise her welfara
and, &8s soon as safe, bring her home in a wheelchair., With an invalid in the family, a Faui
visit is less likely for us than ever before.

5

Has the Garden Book or Curio Shop by mow? Due to printing costs, I have r ised the whole-
sale price of my paperback to $4.00. Could your shop sell it for $6.007 No one sells cop- !
ies on Maui except the Hat. Park. Boxes from the prinsér in Michizan contain 24 copies.

Of course, I have no compunction in unpacking for a2 smaller numbere



Sept- 16. 1950'

Dear Roddiegs

It was nicu of you to ask me to attend your conducted tour. It remings me of
being Naturalist at Haw. Nat. Park in 1929 with bunches of tourists from all over the
World. I got to know from their reactions & questions what intasrested them most and then

tried to add the angwers to folloying me#tingse On the average, tourists are the same EXCEPT

that in my time they were most Highschool grddylates, while in your time NOW they ars most-
ly College graduates or at least have studied Bilologys So your answers must be more sci-
entific than were mine. My idea has beemn to try to be the most expsrt in my field and not
think of the pay I may be receiving. Then as you become an expert mors & more, money Beems
to flow to you automatically.

Of course this is just MY opinion and other people may hold different oness The helt-
conias and gingers you showed us were little more than green spinach to me with so feu '
f1s. I would omit them almost until they look gorgeouss Show yourtourists something more’,
colorful. The two types of stems, flowering & vegetative was an interesting item, and yoﬁ:l.'
demonstration of the shampoo ginger was a highlight. I believe it is so bscause people are
really interested in plants so far as they are used by man. Botanists, of course are in= |
terested in the more techmical part of plant structures, but you really cater to I,I}DO
people to one botanist, By the way, are botanists people? Are they human? i ,_

You certainly made a hit with your discussion of the burial place, heiau, etc., than t‘-
with the plants that were NOT somehow connected with mane You interested everyome with| |
your discussion of the noni, kukui, fish poison Tephrosia, sweet potato and plants like
thate I noticed the girl guide saying that the macadamia wae 2 "nut." Just to shock your
audience you might emphasise that both the macadamia and the kukui “nuts" are actually
sinply glant seeds, Why not tell them, also, that the coconut is of course no mut, but
what botanists call a®drupe®, It is built like the fruit of a peach or plum. It is nut.ty .
%o think that the coconut is a nut, even though we call it that loosely. 4

Puleesesse, when talking about the sweet potato memtion that it 1s native to Sfouth A=
merica anqi that it has been in the Iglands since prehigtoric times. Also, the Indian and
the Hawailan nameg are the same or practically so. T, is is proof that Indians & Polynu!.-
ans fraternised in prehistoric times.

Do be careful speaking about taro "root." T,is orgam used for poi is the swollen undor-
ground STEM which however bears slender st.rlnz-liko roots that more or less break off ::m1
narvestinge

You can talk about the banama B lot. Most varieties have been cultivated so long that ;
they no longer preduce seed, so we are sure the Hawaiians introduced them to the Islan !
It would be wonderful if you had a wild type WITH seeds to show your visitors. You could '
have it cut open and pickled in a jar, and hide it under a rock whem not nesded. Remembar
the real stem of the banana is thick, and underground. The young banana plant above ground

)

i

=
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consists just of leafstalks or petioles with the wide blade sticking up 1n the gir. People
think this is the leaf when it is only part of 1te The stem finally pushes through these
orowied leaf stalks bearing the flowers scattered at the top subtended (or in the axils of
series of united purplish-red bracts (modified leaves)s The flowers toward the tip of the

mmxmwmxmwmxmwmmxm
stalk are male flowsrs an crowded into almost & ball or head; whilw the flowers toward the
base end of the stalk ars the femgle flowers which mature into the edible bananases

Foradise was supposed to have basn in the Tropics and Adam & Bve were naked as it was Wik
warm snough not to buy cléthes from the L berty House & slsewhere, Remember also that apples
don't mwéln the Tropics. They need freezing weather to normally produce flowers & fruit.
So the genus Linnasus evidently got the jdea that somebody made a mistake im translating the
Bible into modern languages. So he called the banana scientifically Musa paradisiaca because
he thought the banama was really the true Apple of Faradise. Every old bananaplnat seems
to prove it, Look at it criticallys Does not stalk look like a serpent with a roundish headd
and an open mouth? I think your visitors would be fascinated. But be careful you don't
hurt the fselings of the super=duper religious. You can always blame the story on Mre Lin=
naeuse

1t was nice of you to invite me, niwe of your father & mother to arrange to haul me from
Mokuleda to Waimea & back, nice that I sold swelve copies of my p perback @ $4 to your curlp
shops BUT NOT NICE THAT ISA COULD KOT BE ALONGI I did get a letter from her this morning
mailed from her stopover in New York City. I guess tomorrow or the next day I will get the
real news about har mother in the Freiburg hospitale

-

(dgllo

a2

P.3. Ac I see it you have a fascinating position in fascinating s undingss By inclinatiok
& training you are inglined to bs a Maturalist rather tham a show salesman or insurance a-
gents Because everrything is so ideal, you must collect more & more facts & stories im your
notebooks to tell tourists, especially in reply to their answers. If you don't other pecples
envious of your gcod fortune, will try to step into your shoes. Bon't get satigfied with
yourselfe (You never 'mew I was & prescher in a situation like this)
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Sapt. 70, 1990, '
WAIALUA, DAHU, HAWAI |
|
Dea- Jobm: J

Hal? a dogen and mors scholars have worked to produce a book that esssntially
ecould ba antitlad "The Cheng=llo & Anne Archbold." Many of these were pald and hence are
iz part ocat of the pleturs. But I and presumably othera have not been paid, don't want
to B2 palq, but were induced by you to slave with “"eweat, blood & tsars" to work on
this project practically to coapletlons I coniributed xeroxes of my owm pertinent Govern=
nsnt doeuments, other papers and reports of wy experiences. Ian fact, wy orizinal docud
ments including letters from your mother builds up to a pile close to one foot high.

What or who is the bottlemsck? It is time someone lays an egg or getis off the nest,

#uch of my material is also capled in xerox for safe keeping iu the archives of two
Fainland libraries. My original copy is here at home,

Pleass let pe know soon if this book about Mrs. Archbold and the Cheng<fio will be
published withim the ysar on Haual perhaps. If not, I would advise you to have the ms.,
zailed to the Mairehlld Gardems in Florida for publication ad embsllishment with photos.

You may have “ost interest in which ecase I intend to mail a third xerox eopy to Florida
this Januarys I then can push MY versiom for publicatiom. Your mother desarves such homor an
and the individuals, such e I, who have spent so much time in preparation. Of course, you
should have warnsd us laborers for love ia the project,the risk iavolved should you pere

haps change your mind, L—.Mgw*%

Enclosed is something of an autobiography I am dlstributing to leading Botanieal In=-
stitutio the World haviag Fijian plants collected by me thanks to your mcthsr's in-
fluence. T'ey, I am sure, want to read the story of human interest cdnnected with these
plants.

Isa & I are so snthusiastic about our lokuleia Beach home & the one mext to Kilauea
Yoleamo that we plam to sell our old homs near the Umiversity in Homolulu. We expect
some Faculty Member will eventually buy it.

Isa is presently ia Germany. Her mother fell & broke her hip during 2 visit. Isa
nlang to Bring har back home in a few weeks via wheelchair or crutches.

I may as well write Florida im January if you don't wart to contact the garden befors
that dates The Director is Dr. John Popence, Fairchild Tropieal Gardem, 10901 0ld Cut=
ler Road, Klami, Flotida 33156.

Give Drs Popenoe my regerds. He visited me here at th. hars 550

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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wise wasted time, The Cheng=io material con ny library shelf consists of a pile alumost a

foot highe T, 1s is my property, and I havs the rizht to t t =
Lo f“_‘.‘ : g urn it over %o you eor anycne slse

I an interested in Jchn Ax‘chbcld'sytm reactions. John, warha
) : o t . » TATNADE Drecccuplied in sops
other project by this time and remarried, may rnever bother to anawer, but I 'r..?.*ust. you will,

Aloha,
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Dear Dr. Smiths

Isa & I neVYer reanlized that Cary Arboretum is mctually part of our NY Jot.
Garden until Director Payne ment us a complimentary copy of "Systematic Resources in Amer=
ica. Part II". So, please, do not have & xerox copy made for us. The booklet is of little
value to us anyway regarding the local Tax \ssessor as 1t does not cite average cost of
edllecting material, identifying it and actually getting 4t to hotanical institutions.
When we think of what stfiking carpanters are néw paid, our average estimate of $3.00
for a Haws., herb. speeimen given an institution is far too low. We botanista must sprfni
so mueh of our time, not to mention transportation costse i

Dr. HBrmana yesfterday. We are so glad that such a deserving couple at leasthet reeoﬂi-
tion among another group of readers thanks to our modest help. By the way, the big batch
of sheets have not yat arrived from the printer. I guess the parcel comes by slow freighter.
Now that the sheets have been published, we are in no particular hurry for the rest of them.

The Long Island booklet came today, and a very appreclative letter in Ga?n cane from
e

J %,
Dr. Hep writes that he suffers terribly from gallstones. The pain, I heard, is excruciat=
ing. ¥e are also in "health trouble”, as I guess I wrote you before. Isa dashed off to Ger=
many. Her mother there on 2 visit was knocked down by & falling political peoster, treaking -
her hip in two places. Isa, after a month with her in Freiburg, brought her beck as a wheel=
chair patient about a week ago. The btreak should be calcified enough to allow swimming in the
ocean, &nd some walking with crutches on land.

Dre He, asks what has happened to the New Zealand ms. Do please write concerning it soon.
Can you get it published? Perhaps you can dash me the information, so I can give him my ane
swer in my next letter to him. ;

We are pretiy busy clearing up our personal library & getting an aceumulatuon of pamphlets
filed away. I am also writing plant labels sc I can distribute & reduce bulk in our two
houses«ie want to distribute widely in foreisn countries in case of a WW III destroying
numbers of the better known US herbaria. We know what happened to Berlin - many of my early
eollections went up in smoke in WW II. The Smithsoniar & NY would be likely tarkets in W III.

We hope all goes well in Agana, and that we can scon print another four pages for the Fl.
Haw, With hospital bills, we ean't finance much. Another difficuliy is competition in book
sale s, I published in 1930 and I guess after 50 years (even though remewed) my copyright
nmay have 1un out. Anyway, my copyrighted plates are being reproduced by our University whole=-
sale in some books sold for $5,00 each for classes,in our publie libraries, and to the gensral
publies One bock even reprints my plates with my original "Orizinal¥ under it as though the
new writer furnished it, when I furnished it as "original® in 1930! At my age, there is
hardly any sense in hiring a lawyer to try to fight.

‘10‘“|




10/13/80

Dear Dr. Reevep

i

This Anelent History is at least interesting to usl Dr. iric Fennel &
the original Dr., Harry Arnold came to the Islands as Army physiclans during World War
1 I believe. They bought Mokuleia Beach property for week ends retreat, purposely having
no 'phones They built their cottage with common kitchen & living room separating two
apts. Ecah of these consisted of two bedrooms separated by a bath. At length the Fennels
bought out the Arholds. They, with Dr. Straub, started the Straub Clinic. I wae a patient |
& used to visit thelr fire-trap building on Beretania Street near Washing.on Place. [

Eriec was the son of a Midwest drugeist, and as youth "‘s 2 cowbolp Mrs. (ch;)i‘ennel au*,
a Southern belle (n#e Nichols}) with part-Indian (Pocahontas) ancédtry.

I knew both couples, especlally the Fennels, intimately as I bought the neighboring
beach lot in 1935. Naney F., had told me it was for sale,

|
Erie, not a practieing physician but the technician at Straub Cliniec wAS EAHLY PROMIN®

r
ENT IN THE Territory in leprosy work and I think was in charge of gome branch of it, He ans|
swered some of my questions for the newspaper article, |[
1
By the way, I had as Freshman Botany student the promising, Kauai nisei Eichi Masunaga. [
trained him as a Freshman to make microsecope slides for my classes. He later continued to
study the Art with various 1library books dn his own & got the position of technologist for
the leprosy Receiving Station in Kalihi (7). He held this position for many years, He then |
came physician in Kapaa (7), Kauai. When on Kaual botanizing, Mrs. D., & T wanted to drop 1|
at their home to visit Dr. His wife, whom we had never met, sent us away, remfking that her
husband was 111, Shortly after we read in the newspaper that he had died of a stroke,

A

Getting baek to Erie, and I feel this injustice should be righted, had a hed of rather
superior, healthy roses on the mauka side of his beach property. Wher' with him one day, I
notice d his waterimg them with a dull, dark red , somewhat foamy liquid out of a wholesale
malted milk dontainer, Asking him what he was doing, he explained that he used up old human
blood from his blled bank. Eric 1s the founder of the blood bank in the Islands, not
"Pinkie"'who was famous for going to the #Mainland for Shriners® pow-wows rather than to brw
up on his prfession. Erec Fennel deserves credit for starting the Blood Bank in the Haw.,
Islands and Pinkerton perhaps for advertising the fact, but unjustly, to the wrong individuz

Fennel was lots of fun. He also used practical short cuts. Overshelmed with all sorts of
slender medical pamphlets, he filed them avay beautifully., He simply stacked the proger
numbed precisely, took three long slender nails, and nailed them togather as though the
nails were rings in a binder.

Aloha,

P,S. I have given up taking half a pill of aspirin daily as anavit is supposed to "lubri-
cate” red blood eorpuseles without a,, side effects,

FFS Ater this intermission I shall return to the boring drudgery of writing more plant
hmlﬁl
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The New York Botanical Garden

Brom New Yook 102538 2EN 220 5T

October 20, 1980

Dr. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Dahu, Hawaii 96791

Dear Dr. Degener:

I am pleased to send you, under separate cover, a copy of the "Costs
of Services" publication. It was published by the Garden's Arboretum for
the Advisory Committee for Systematic Resources in Botany. I don't know
why a copy wasn't sent to you when you sent your money. At any rate, |
have a supply, so one has been sent to you.

Your comments on the Wellesley herbarium are interesting. There is no
curator there at the present time which usually means the institution has
lost interest in taxonomy. About two months ago, we offered to accept the
Wellesley herbarium here at NY if the institution ever decides to give it
away or place it on long-term loan at another institution. To date we have
had no response. We will receive the Wesleyan College herbarium this coming
January. There are usually some valuable historical specimens in some of
these old eastern herbaria.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

pﬁ+

PKH: 1dm Patricia K. Holmgren
Head Curator

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Historic Preservation

OTT0O DEZENER
| Crozier Drive

Waialua 96791
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10/21/80 Vo,
0.D, —-- oMo
| Don Hoeaka 'phoned:

Pather ---- born 3/25/06
died 7/23/61

(I'M) —==--- planaing to
visit 68-617 Sat. A.M. ca. 9 A.M,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

— =

l,‘_ﬂ e b v

TR IR i

1'
1



WAIALUA, DAHU, HAWAII Oet. 23, 1980, ‘
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Daar Tr, Dayie: ~ |

Bver three decades ago I had an outstanding student, originally from ’
Californis, me & tenant in & house I owned near the University of Hawail. # got to

know him well, and when I learned he wanted to continue in Botany, Horticulture and
landscaping, I immediately recommended his attending the University of lass. I remem=
bererd of course such excellent teachers as Dr. Torry, Dr.Wugh and others active there.

Prof. Horace Freestone Clay received his Master's from the University of Hass., in
1951e He then worked with and studied under Popenoe in Tigucigalpa before settling in
Honolulus Prof. of Botany there, he has also published extensively mainly in eolor on
local, cultivated plants; and is a prominent speaker on the radioc.

I wish to surgest that Mr. H.F. Clay be awarded an Honorary Doctorate st the thirti=-
eth anniversary of his receiving his advanced degree in Amherst. He cortalnly deserves
this recognition. I suggest you ask him to contribute some of his major works to the
Livrary of our Alma Mater,

¥rs. Degener & I have not decléned due to age in our botanizing irn the Isleonds and |
distributing duplieates in quantity as formerly. Ty is state is due to the very dis- |
turbing industry mostly by young men of the illieit cultivation of Cannabis. In fact,
a Honolulu bank statistitian recently published in a local newspaper that Cannabis |
has ocutzrown sugarcane in the State of Hawall as a paying crop! Beyond fields of pine=
apprle and sugaresne, and in the native forests where endemics are growing galore; one ‘
-y stumble eross cultivated Cannabis plantal /

e

Not far from our mountain cottage on the Island of Hawail, some cre shot twice, di-
rection as we botanized evidently to drive us away,patch of valuable drug plants. Not long
before, a middle-aged ecouple = our tenants on the Island of (mRhu = not interested in |
botanizing but merely in hiking, were so badly mauled by Cannabie growers that they had |
stumbled on that they left the U.5., permanently to settle in Canadal

After apending some time in Leningrad, Mosecow & the Caucasus during the Interna=-
tional Botanical Congress, Mrs. Degener & I fear for our Nation in case of a Third
World W insure that at t tat e at least
Lot R I R - R gt g B T e R
of our treasures in institutions in countries that are presently potential enemiea? |
After a holocaust = 1like a generation of miscrating lemmings plunge into the ocean - I

has with ghastly misery & pain reduced the World's biomess of Homofsapiens, former deadly e
enenies shall very likely become the nogt intimate of friends. We have seem it with
Germany & Japan, and now with the reinland Chinese, Aloha,
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UNIVERSIDADE DE COIMBRA

Museu, Laboratério e Jardim Botinico
Iinstiuta Bowdnico Dr. Jific Heariques)

T ...!:. e ]
Dre., Otte & Isa Degener
68-517 Crozier Drive
WATALUYNWA
Oahu

Hawaii 96791

Ly 8o s

Sua referdncio Sve Comuricacdo de MNoua referéncla Arcos do Jardim = COIMBRA - Portugal

- March 1980 16 /80=3 30th Octeber 1980
assunto Seeds of Argyroxiphium macrocephalum A. Gray

Dear Dr. Degener

Thank you very much for the seeds ef Argyroxiphium macrecephalum

Ae Gray we have received in good erder some time ago.

We have planted it in greenhouse in cempliance with your advices,
and we hope to get good results,

With eur kindest regards,

Yeurs sincerely,

t of the Di ng Cemmittes

Te Jo lma;xons

LGC./LGC,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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UNIVERSITAT HAMBURG

INSTITUT FOR ALLGEMEINE BOTANIK
UND BOTANISCHER GARTEN
erb. Hamburg

Instirut fir Allgemeine Botanlk und Hotnlscher Garten Hamburg
Postanschirifi : 2000 Hamburg 3, Postiach 30 27 22

Drs,0tto & Isz Degener,
2,0,Box 154,
Velcecano, Hawaii

16.1141979

Hamburg, den

Fernsprecher 4123, (Durchwahl)
96785 U.S.A, Behtrdennetz 09 {Durchwahl)

Dear Sir
| Thank you for sending the 15 specimens of Hawaii,

Yours sincerely
[

(Dr.in ehorg Friederichsen)
Hauptkustodin
Institut fir Allgemeine Botanik
und Botanizcher Garten
Herbarium Hamburgenss
D 2000 Homburg 36 - JungiusstroBe &

Sitz: 2000 Hamburg 36, Jungi e 6-8, T (D 40) 4123-1

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Bovember 19, 1980

» I
Dr. Otto Depener

68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, lawai'i 96791

Dear Dr. Degener:

I am sorrv you will not be able to visit us at the time of
our open house for botany.

Mevertheless, [ appreciate your interesting letter. T do not
expeel to correet your impressions of the Museum, but there

are some points on which you may find my interpretation of
some interest.,

You appavently do not wish to stop criticizing the Museum

) For mistakes it may have made "half a century ago", and this

i5 your privilege. But for a more nearly balanced view,
perbaps you should alse consider sone of the good decisions
Chat were midde.  The Groenwell bequest, you probably will
apree, is now being used in a very apprapriate way, with

the ebireings and bepinnings of an cthnobotanical carden,
The lack of accreditation of the Museum is also a problem
which has boen overcome. 1 believe the Failure to achieve
accreditation earlier was not primarily For lack of scientists
ou thie Board, as you sav, but for lack of a Board at all.
That is, one separate From the Bishop Estate Trustees who
had "Little time for other than The Kamehamecha Schools by
their very charter, We now have an excellent independent
foard with a number of very public-interested businessmen
who are doing pood things Ffor the Museum, and with two
first-rate sciontists. Besides Richard Lieban, Chairman

ol anthropology at the University of llawaii, we have llampton
Carson, an excellent and productive gencticist at the
University of Hawaii and a member of the National Academy

of Sciencos.

[ could not really tell From your enigmilic style of writing
whelher you were conpgratulating us on the addition of Sy
Sohmer or not. In a world-wide search Ffor a new botanist,
Sy received wide acelaim as the best candidate out of about -
@ dozen, most of whom I believe you would consider quite good.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Dr. Otto Degencr
Hovember 12, 1980
page two

Sy's presence, in addition to the sizeable prant ($139,000)
from the Irwin Foundation and several smaller grants from
individuals and foundations have given us some real momentum
in botany. So when you criticize the Museum, as I am sure
you will continue to do, I will know that you are leaving
some good things unsaid,

Our Shop stafly tell me they have already placed an order
with you for Plants of Hawaii National Parks. 1t is a
popular bool. E

Visit us when you can.

Aloha = 1 e
T
‘, . -'[ fﬂ

O
s

. Creoutz
Director

EC: gl
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WAIALUA, DAHU, HAWAIL

12,2.80

Liber Herr Dr. & Trau HSrmaami
Isa & ich haben Ihrem umangemehmen 25.1.80 Brief erst Ges=

tern 11.2.80 bekonmen OBWOL er ein Frogranms Varl

Wir alle Jsbem in einmen gef#hrlichen Alter: Ich bin aktif aber habe selnen lersmes-
ser im meirer Brust & yerde ein bischen mehr gohwindlich als vorherj Isa war vor swel Woch=
en flir swel Tage im Hospital fir was gliicklicherwhise NICHT Krebs warj lhre Hutter , dale Jet
be 1 ume wohnt urd germe im Osean badet, ist gan® blind in einen Ayls, taub & hat hohen
Bluhtdruck usd etwas "Zucker"s Wir simd so aktif wie nBglich, und erben unseren Spass
jetrt micht irdenm wir u"ber die Zukunft denkens

Ich hebe Thnan geschrieben, Dr. HBrmamn, dass wir eine Uberraschung fir Sie haben. Dum-
merweise istvsie langsam da der Bryologie Dr. Douglas R. Saith an der Universitiit von
Guam im Iehren beschiftigt ist. Wie ich,vor Pasr Jehren dachte dass ich am Sterben war (vor
meinem Schrittmeeser) habem Isa & ich {n ALLES Uber Haw. Moose gegebem. Das meint alles
was wir in Preiburg vor Jehrem tatem usd moch nie drucktene. Die Uberraschung, beimah fertig,
olnd vier Seitem um dem 1-seitigen gedrucktea Artikel wom Distichophyllum freycinetil su
endem mit, so wie Isa & ich es taten mit Dr. Klememt, Ihrer Fhotographie die in 6 wa1 1976
®punte® gedruckt wurde, Sie sind natlirlich Koaubor mit ums.

Wir mBchter, Frau Hirmanm, eine Bibliographie Liste habem was Dr. HBrmann gedruckt hat

Ich hebe mis Schmersem, aber die Damen leiden auserdem manchsal mit Artliritis vielleicht
nit dem Wetter wverbvndens

¥ir hoffen dnse alles gut im Hospital volging. Bs ist wunderbar wean maa ein Einselsinme:
bekoant chne moch andere Patientem dle dafi*vidl Besuch habem mit lautem Kimderm. Wi sind
patiriich sehr begorgt ABER wir wollem traurige Gedaaken aus unserem Gehirn so weit wie nllg-
1ich haltems Dae kann man am besten tum imden man beschiftigt bleibte

Aloha von Isa und mir,
—

"Natfirlich war der "Bunte™ Artikel in &lrop_plem. ABER in Fhytologia wir er vom Botanik: |

n in der gansen Welt gelesem und wird in bot. Bibliotheken verevigt.

Hunt Institute ycumentation




John Popenoce, Ph.D., Director

Fairchild Tropical Garden
10901 OLD CUTLER ROAD MIAMI, FLORIDA 33156
(305) B57-1651

December 12, 1980

Dr. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
wWaialua, Oahu Hawaii 96791

Dear Otto:

We too, have spent guite a lot of time on the Cheng Ho story
and have a substantial amount of the documentary material. I had
never heard that a manuscript had been completed, much less that
it might be in the hands of the Pacific Tropical Botanical Garden.
I would be very interested in seeing the manuscript.

Not knowing anything about the manuscript, I don't know whether
or not the Fairchild Tropical Garden would be interested in publishing
it or even trying to get someone to publish it. Has the Pacific
Tropical Botanical Garden decided against publishing it? And if they
have why have they?

Certainly we would be interested in seeing your material and
adding it to our archives on the Cheng Ho.

Yours very truly,

Fairchild Tropical Garden

P e T

qohn Popenoe

irector
JP/im /

(A Florida Nonprofit Corporation)

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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9 Dec 1980
Bob:

I found little information on Raymond E. Torrey behond that which
is in the Times obituary (vertical file), that is, life dates, dates of
degrees and teaching positions. Though R. E. Torrey has an entry in
the Barnhart biographical file (in both card and published versions), he
is not represented in the Barnhart correspondence. His name does not
appear in the published archives catalog or the supplement cards, In

addition, I checked the following collections for R. E. Torrey
correspondence with negative results:

Director's Office — Britton

Director's Office — Robbins

Director's 0ffice — Steere

N. L. Britton scientific correspondence

E. G. Britton scientific Correspondence

WFPSA — E. G, Britton correspondence

H. A. Gleason correspondence

I could search other collections for R, E. T. correspondence, but the
odds against finding any seem quite slim indeed, Searching correspondence
for mentions of R, E. T. would of course be a much longer, time consuming
business, It might be worth it if we knew that one of our staff members
was a student of R.E.T, ——
---/'Exera was an article on R. E. T. in the Vesleyan University Bulletin
vol. 12 no. 2, 1940. We could probably get a copy of this from the
research library, but I would think that R, E, T.'s biographer would
already have a copy.

Since Torrey spent so much of his life at Massachusetts Agricultural
College, I would think that institution would be the likely spot to find
material pertinant to this query, both in a hypothetical . Torrey
collection or in office files, papers of other faculty, etc.

Let me know how you want me to proceed.

 Sfey=—
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The New York Botanical Garden

Bronx. New York 10458 (212) 220 8700

December 15, 1980

Mr. Don Smith
P. 0. Box 548
Waialua, Oahu, HI 96791

Dear Mr. Smith:
Dr. Otto Degener has alerted us to your project on Ray E.

Torrey. I asked our archivist to see what we have. As it
turns out, there isn't too much here (see enclosure).

If we can assist you in obtaining a copy of the Wesleyan ﬁ—gk_{)
Univ. Bull. or other sources for information you know of
here in the East, please let me know. é\ oD
—
Sincerely yours, / *"
Elt B, ane . e
Charles R. Long, Tector F—o'e.... Gf
Library and Plant Information Services — iy
P EX
CRL/d N
T T ——

ETE
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HAWATIAN PETROGLYPHS
(a carving or line drawn on stone)

When I first came to Hawail, nearly 60 years ago, I became
acquainted with these "rock carvings". (I have seen several
painted in caves and so not subject to the wear and tear of
the weather.) The picture attached is a copy of one of the
several that I took in a field of them in the Kau District,
Hawail in 1927. Why were they made? A good question, Per-
haps as an expression of art and they include all kinds of
pictures such as horses and other animals which were intro-
duced to Hawail after the coming of the "Haole" (white man).
Prior to this time, 1778, the carvings were made by use of
a hard stone. After that time, metal became available and
was perhaps used. Petroglyphs differ from Hieroglyphs,
which in some cases scientists have learned to translate,
and it may be that the old Hawailans were leaving a message
for those who came after them. Similar rock carvings are
found in many other parts of the world to include Africa,
New Zealand, Australia, Alaska, Easter Island, Guam, otc.

I recall seeing similar expressions of art made by the
Indians in California, I even have three here in my yard.
One is of two circles within a larger circle; one is of a
man, and one of a fish.

SEASON'S GREETINGS 1980 IRMA AND BILL BRYAN
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"-Iinatitutn nacional de investigaciones sobre recursos bioticos

Direccidn Oficial Ohicma enla Cudad de Méxioa
Heroico Colegio Militar N* 7 Manugl M. Punce 176
Apdo.Postal 63 Xalapa.Ver. México 20, DR
Tels. 774-68 784:37 75102 Tels. 6513623 v 651-27-89

July, 1979.

Dear Sir:

With the support of MAB-UNESCO and the National Program
of Ecology from CONACyT, Mexico, we are updating the information
in the Index of Current Tropical Ecology Research Vol. 1 and II
to be included in Vol. III. Please confirm the continuity of
your project or any modification to it. In case we do not
receive the information, we will decide the project has ended
and will not appear in Vel. III.

Sincerely,

,-}} :

C/:ﬁé;r¢1ﬁ¢ E?Dﬁéfzif1wg4wtl)

NORMA EDITH BARRERO
INTREB-SECOBI

'Enclosure!

NEB:Rbm.
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INDICE DE PROYECTOS
DESARROLLO EN ECOLOGIA
TROPICAL

Este cuestionario es el primer paso para
lnn:r obi!nn una integracién de la informa-
a los de investi-

lu'-lﬂnu #n las mu tropicales del mundo.
Se intenta mantener informados tanto a los
ohnlmcon como nl pﬁhuca en general sobre

Ton lio en el
de 1a eoolqh tmni.cl!.

Se publieui mtnlmmlu la Usta de los

Cads dos =fios
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DRS, o110 & ISA DEGENER
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waeialug, Oahu, Hawgii
26791 U. S A,

Sept. 6, 1980. !
Dear Howard & Dorothys '
Isa & I were delighted to get your postal.

Isa, her mother & I in August 1980 had a pleasant dinner at KMC; somewhat disappointed,
hoaver, that our homored guest from Singapore could not attemd it at the last moment. I was
sitting between the two "girle™ when I felt inoreasingly drewsy. Finally, so they say, I
stiffened with arms stretched upward, and died of heart arrest. Iss formerly taught pharsa= '
cognosy in Berlin & her mother had some medical training after living through two World '
Wars in Berlin. So they Alapped me alive. Luckily an M.d., happendd to be dining at an ad=
Jolning table. As you know, the Clinic is next to the mess, and its ambulance whisked me to
the filo Hospitals Here Dr. Miles implanted a pacemaker. That is all ancient higtory by nows

Recently I wag informed that the battery of my pacemaker MIGHT suddenly becoms defective.
Fot to risk anything, Isa Imsisted I get a new one. So we had Dr. Reeve of Honolulu attend
to it at Kuakini Hospital last May. I felt no pain whatsoever during my five days® hospital-
isation. BUT Isa & I do suspect that chawging almost $5,500 for a new pacemaker and switche
ing EEXEXNERXEX from the old is excessive. Should sither of us need hospitalization, we
may try Queens Hospital. We do not yet know how much of this expense will be absorbed by
insurance. Have you dealt with Miles of Hilo & Reeve of Honolulu? I have confidence in boths

Isa's parents have visited us four times during our marrisge. Her mother, now widowed, = !
lives permanently in her ownb house on our Mokuleia lot. It is ideal. She putters im the garda
en, enjoys our pets & swims twice daily. She prefers it here to Volcano BUT there is no |
transportation for her to get groceries, etc., when we are at Volcanol So we thought that
diring our absence she might live at Laniolu. Hence we contacted your home, mentioning YOU
& CONSTANCE as our three friends there, We postponed any further action becauses of recent |
adverse reports in the newspaper and the fact that Isa's mother is presently visiting in |
Germany for about two monthse Hence we shall be on Cahu "house sitting®, and NOT on Hawaii,
We had alweys hoped you three would drive out to Mokuleia for a visit. Kaneohe is soooooooono
far from Mokuleia (for me) that we forego driving thers. I do fade a bit 1f I don't 1lie flat
for half an hour after lunch, & at times tend to get a bit dissy. For that I shall mee Dr.
Reeve Thursday. It is of course a sigm of age like getting white hair or going bald. But
why not at least try to retard this nuisance?

We are delighted, Dorothy, that your eyssight is being improved. Isa's nother is hope=
lessly blind in ome eye, and hemce can no longer drive.

We are absolutely disgusted with the Park. Some vandals chopped down that magnificent
Hibiscadelphus giffardianue along the Mauna Loa Strip Road! It was not a Natlonal Treasure,
but an International ome. Comsldering it so sacred, we did mot pick its leaves, fls., & ;
capsules from the tree for herbarium specimens to ship throughout the Worldj but carefully |
gleaned fallen omes from under this tree, We seem to have too many "instant expert" carpste
baggery sclentists in the Park Service. It would be satisfactory if they resained in ONE
park for thelr active lives, and not be shifted to another after becoming experts of com=
ditions in their former park assignmané. You should inspect the damage, and protest similar
vandalisa.

within the Park boundary, but why not tolerate it with an explanatory label? They chop en=
denmics and lack time doing so when they should comcentrate on exotics. These they tolerate.
Scon the entire Kaw desert will be red becsuse of the introduced Ploygonum capitatum. It was
growing only gporadically along the Belt Road about Volcano when we bought our property. |

The Puuwaawaa kokio at Kipuka Wene 1s being neglected. To be sute, it may never have grown *

The hibiscadelphus geedlings in the tins you gave us 15 ? years ago are very tall, but
have not yet flowered.

- = - a = & &« e T e T - - - e -
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Hon« Petriek Moynihan.
Senata Offiee Bullding,
Hashington, DeCe
Dear Krs Moynihan:

1 shouls! 1ike to draw your attention to the faet that our so-ealled
"uatlands® or bogs and narshas are m'@m the habitat for nieroseople orzanisms eazton
by snimals that in the larval ardor young stages use sueh &n environment as & safe
nursery. Such apimsls approsehing maturity often leave the wetlands to become com=
sorelally and intallsetuslly of sreat valus. For exauyle, the salt marshes of the World
are the nursery for flgues that gradually nisrate to the oceans to grow trenendously
safore baing eausht by man Tor his eonsunptions They ean't survive as e:gs or "pinheads
or finearlings in the open oesan beesuse of the probapliity of being eaten by their
"lovinz™ parents,

To the Suverfund Bill pnssed by the House of Reprwsentatives last September a perniei-
mwhmmwmmnmmmmm.mummnum
dletion te the Corps of ngineers JULLLY, rather than to the present etate of having the
Corpe and the Snvironmeni Fretection Ageney be JUINTLY rerposibles

Due tc the (vhat I ccnsider slvost oontinuous, lons lasting) blunders by the earthe
moving Corps, I should 1like to have jurisdietion of 4ol 1inited to the Environment Fro=-
teetion Ageney WITHUUT further enrineering meddlinge

Aloha,

Faturalist, Hawmii Fational Fark, 1929 ”
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The

NORTH QUEENSLAND

NATURALIST

CAIRNS

Journal of

NORTH QUEENSLAND NATURALISTS CLUB
Box 991, P.O. CAIRNS, Q. 4870. Australia.
Phone 53 1183

Fountler President: The lale Dr. HUGO FLECAK KR
Infernational Library No: AT ISSN 078 1630

OBJECTS: The furtharance of the study of the various branches of Natural History and the preservation of

our heritage of indigenous fauna and fora.

MEETINGS: Second Tuusly of each month al Cairns Education Centre, Cnr, Morehead and Lazarus

Sts., Bungalow, 8.00 p.
FIELDS DAYS: Sunday befors meeting. Notice of place and time glven in “Cairns Post™

SUBSCRIPTIONS: (Dus Seplembar 30th)

oLy ambare o $5.00
and Junior L) -} S “4 - 5 0
; $1.50
GRUR OFEIGERS; Mr. N.C. Coleman
s 5. Magarry
: r elton
Paracn Jgournal Committee
Yr. S.E. Stephens
vol. 45 ho. 177 lkovember, 19E0 Price 50¢
CONTENTS
liyotis adversus at 3loomfield by liartyn Robinson 2
Field Observations on Some North Queensland Mecachiroptera
by Martyn Robinson P
"hen I Go Up To Paradise," Anonymous (from A. Fe}ton} 3
September Diary by Dawn Magarry 4
A Seven Year Puzzle by W.G. Feiton 4
Some General Notes on RButterflies by Ray Straatman 5
A Good Weekend by John Crowhurst . 6
3iting midges by Eric Reye 8
Cape York Trip by Arnold Magarry . 10
The Oriyin of Generic Wames of Queensland Rainforest Trees - Part xII
by James A. Baines ....eveveien 13

Each author is responsible for the opinions and facts expressed in his or

her article.
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII

Board of Regents

December 16, 1980

Dr. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Hawaii 96791

Dear Dr. Degener:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of December 11, 1980, relative to the University of Hawaii.
Copies of your letter will be forwarded to the members of
the Board of Regents.

Sincergly,

TS:khy

cc: Members, Board of Regents
President Matsuda

Bachman Hall- 2444 Dole Street - Honolulu, Hawall 96522
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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The Wailoa Center

cordially invites you
to attend the reception of

“ORCHID ART OF
THE ORCHID ISLE”

Monday, December 1, 1980
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Exhibition Dates

December 1 - 30, 1980 bl

; !
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS I
|

Malama Arts inc.
UHH-CCECS
East Hawaii Cultural Council |
Kona Community Arts Council
Komohana Artists’ Association
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GREETINGS! HAPPY 1981!

It is that time of year when one catches up on all the news, recalls
the many good time together, and especially sends warmest regards to you
and your whole family!

1980 has certainly been active! Need I say more--for surely you must
have seen Mt. St. Helen's on TV or in photos. Contrary to whatever you may
have heard, Greater Seattle (some of us like to refer to it as LESSER SEATTLE
for the obvious exclusionary reasons) did not receive fallout, and we got only
one extraordinary view of a single afternoon's eruptions. However, not many
miles away it was indeed too close for comfort. And we all apprsciate there
is undoubtedly more to come.

The year began with Merilyn's dance company closing its daor with those
pesky $ problems. About the same time, however, she was preparing for an early
February wedding for son Dave and his bride, Cheri Ness. It was a most unusual
Seattle day--bright blue sky and warm 5un5h1ne which brought many friends and
relatives (mostly Cheri's) to a Mercer Island wedding and reception. After their
trip to Maui and Kuaui, Portland, Oregon became home, where Dave works for a
large construction firm and Cheri for a public relations company.

Next, Merilyn happened onto a job (those old college ties!) with a small
shipping company. She is doing general office work, but finding it somewhat
more relaxing (boring?) than the 3-year strain motivating voluntsers and raising
Tunds Tor the arts! Bul bus-commuting is ever so nuch betier than 22,000 miles
a year by car!

Bob was about the only family member in the area for the year, as he was
a full-time ski instructor, also a volunteer (lately employed) county planner.
Come May he will also be married, and will return to graduate school next fall
for an MBA. Fortunately, his fiance Wendy Bysegger, will have completed her
Masters in Speech Therapy this spring.

Larry spent almost 8 months in Europe, principally studying at the
University of Freiburg, Germany, where he obtained credits in German and History.
He also skied in Switzerland, backpacked in Italy and Greece, and returned just
in time to start his final year at Whitman College.

Bill also spent two months in Innsbruck, Austria, with side-trips to
Germany and Italy, and a "vacation" for two weeks in northern and central Spain.
Bill is planning with an Austrian colleague a scientific research project dealing
with cold resistance in tropical mountain plants.

Plan. Probably Bill and Merilyn will take leave next fall for about
3 months in Innsbruck to continue Bill's work. Merilyn needs to study her German
but more than Tikely will spend much time bird-watching. So with that we leave
you except to send our best wishes to each of you and especially...

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
A rral ‘/ua?,au~4dqt \
Wmd?w‘l 384,

Betly notlon il St <o Ooboc ]!iu/

e Jenicry. (s o ol gyt St s
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Merry Christmas and a Happy 1981 from the Mowats
245 Kulamanu P1., Honolulu, Hawaii 96816

Again it is nearing fire-works time which will end the holiday season with
a flourish. 1980 sped by - social life - many visitors - opera - anniversaries.
Late July on a flight to Portland we had a fine view of St. Helens. Son John
and Beth and Bill met us and next day we drove to Edmonds, Wa., via the west
side of the Hood Canal and two ferry rides. Great visiting with Ethel and Dick
Slye. John and Beth and Bill had a good mountain trip before Beth flew to
Auburn, Al. to help orient new people into the band before Band Camp.

Soon the four of us headed to Montana and near Spokane clouds of St. Helens
ash blew up and we had a small sample of what much of the N.W. had experienced.
We made it through to Missoula to our favorite motel and restaurant, and John
made a quick climb up to the U. of Montana "M". Next day on to Seeley Lake,
45 miles N.E. Bernie, George, Jim and Tom, with sailboat and canoce, were
established at Leisure Lodge and John and Bill joined them, and we settled in
at the village motel. Barbara and nephew Mickey arrived in their big camper.
There was much swimming, sailing, canoeing and hiking. Beautiful weather - snappy
nights - a hail storm that whitened the ground. Ten Mowats around the dinner
table consumed much excellent Montana beef.

Finally take-off time came and the four of us headed for Yellowstone - ice
on the car in the morning, but an elegant day and once again we saw 01d Faithful
erupt. It was exactly fifty years since we had seen it the first time. Then on
to Buffalo, Wyo. over the beautiful Powder River pass. Next day we went to visit
sister Mimi and Art at the HF Bar Ranch where they spend several weeks every
summer. Unfortunately Art was on a fishing trip in Montana. We renewed
acquaintance with several guests we had met on previous visits. Then we headed
for Billings to again see our Montana family before starting west. Enroute we
visited misplaced kamaainas at Walla Walla, Wa. and in Oregon and other good
friends. Bill then flew from Portland to Auburn and we home to Honolulu.

Now Bill is at Brown University, Providence, R.I., his major Computer Science.
He has an outstanding H.S. record, was first chair on the bassoon in the All
State Band and is a National Merit finalist. He is continuing with the bassoon
at Brown. Beth has visited several NE colleges and is busy making out applica-
tions. She has held a number of offices, is editor of the H.S. paper and a
National Merit semi-finalist. Jim is a ninth grader, an excellent student and
on the Student Council. Tom has just entered Jr. H.S. which he thinks a great
improvement over elementary school. At present he has a leg in a cast, a break
near the ankle while playing football. Jim is the substitute on his paper route.
Late August Jim and George and two geologist friends and another geologist team
started at opposite sides of the Bear Tooth range each leaving a car for the
others. Jim wrote it was a fabulous trip but they got snowed on and moved fast.
Now running and hiking is giving way to skiing in both Montana and Oregon. John
goes for cross country skiing especially. No season here on Johnnie's two swims
a day.

In January, John was in Portland when the Big Snow came. He went to cousin
Mickey's office and conferred. The decision was to leave in Mickey's car with
snow tires and studs for home 40 mi. north. Wasn't easy and the finish was by a
neighbor in his 4 wheel drive. Barbara was cooking on the all-purpose wood
stove - no electricity except one brief period from that Tuesday til Sat.
Barbara and Mickey's grandson, Sean James, came during the storm but Pat and
Greg and Keri had gotten to friends near the hospital. No telephone trouble.

We always anticipate and enjoy all the letters and messages. How would we
keep in touch otherwise? Our best wishes to you one and all for a happy and
prosperous New Year and great Aloha.

Helena and Johnnie
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wendelgebirge baute, war mein oberster Imperativ der, MIT den zu bearbeitenden
Pflanzengesellschaften zu leben.Wenn es um den Zirbenwald ging stagnd mein Zelt

im Zirbenwald, und wenn ich die Moosvereine der Isarschlucht studierte, stand

mein Zelt tief unten in der Klamm, bespriint vom Eishauch der Wildwasser. Die Er-
gebnisse der botanischen Umschau in den Tropen pefthen nun genay so darauf, dass

MIT den Urwildern, MIT den Kaktussteppen, MIT den Espeletien der Piramos gelebt
wurde. An die Stelle des Zeltes traten Hingematte und Mosghiterc: Die Prisenz aa
am Lokalstandort blieb dieselbe. Wdhrend der moderne Szientismus mit kostspieligen
Apparaturen @msig die letzten Splitterchen aus dem Kbrper der Natur herauspridpariert,
wadhrend man mit dem Elektronenmikroskop die bezaubernden Bildchen immer winzigerer
Naturausschnitte festhdlt - leider ohne damit dem Geheimnis des Lebens selber ni-
her zg kommen -, wdhrend Spezialisten immer minutidsere Details filr immer minuti-
sere Kollegen publizieren - blieb ich bei der Feldforschung, bei der simplen Be-
gegnung mit dem Leben. Daher mag es auch kommen, dass meine "TropenSkologie" nicht
von den scheinbar mathematischen Umweltparametern ausgeht, sondern veon den Pflanzen
selber.- Ja, ich schime mich nicht; zu gestehen, dass in meiner Lebensarbeit aussep
der obligaten Forscherneugier auch triebnafte Weltfrdmmigkeit steckt, die Andacht
dessen, der in der riesigen Kdnigspalme und im winzigen Moosblittchen das Geheimnis
gegenwidrtig weiss, mit dem wir - ob wir nun wollen oder nicht - leben miissen.

Das blinde Losstiirmen der szientistischen Techniolegie auf jene Machtstellung
hin, die - sobald irgend ein Mensch mit steinzeitlicher Ethik es mfchte - unseren
Planeten sprengen wird - setzt mich in Erstaunen. Die ebenso blinden Wuchskrifte der
Pflanzengemeinschaften, die ihre erhabenen Grenzen niemzls fiberschreiten, nehme ich
mit unbindiger Freude wahr. Ich wiinschte, dass meine Freunde, wenn sie in der Tro-
penfkologie blittern, sie so verstehen: Nicht als ein anspruchsvolles Lebenswerk,
sondern als schlichtes Bekenntnis - freilich im strengen Bereich wissenschaftli-
cher Erfahrung.

Diesen Einsichten gegeniiber erscheint es mir nur noch am Rande erwZhnenswert,
was da "sonst noch passierts"

Zur Neuauflage von Reisigels "Blumenparadiese der Welt" steuerte ich BeitrZge
iiber den "kblkéﬁﬁéld von Rancho Grande und die Tafelberge im Siden Venezuelas bei.

Mit Freunden flog ich in die Sierra Parima (an der Grenze Brasiliens, 3D n.
und 64° w.}wé&an mit einer * Napalmbombe einen Flugplatz letzter Cute in den Urwald
gesprengt hatte, Filir uns war diese Lichtungz Ausgangspunkt zu MErschen'e e1nlgen selten
besuchten Shabonos der Bergyanoama. Nach Haus brachte ich von dieser Expedition Auf-
zeichnungen iber die Widlder im fernen Siiden in den Notizbiichern und hundsgemeine
Sandf1che unter den Zehennidzeln.

Reine Erholung waren zwei Reisen auf die Karibeninsel Aruba.

Mit unseren Freunden in Caracas und Valencia kam es immer wieder zu leiden-

schaftlichem Gedankenaustausch. Unwillkiirlich denke ich dabei daran, wie mitten im

Fluss des Gesprichs der eine oder andere zu seinem Wandbrett gent und so durch
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Uberraschende Halbleiter aus dem Biicherbord das eingefahrene Schaltschema der Dia-
log,e—'.: fiir neue Stromstésse leitfZhig macht.

Mit dem Beginn der Regenzeit und dem Verlust lieber Freunde kamen depressive
Verschattungen zu uns. Der Sommer in Eurcpa (Deutschland, ﬁsterr‘eich, Ttalien,Hol-
land) machte alles nicht viel leichter, Dieser Sommer war eine weitere Regenzeit
unter ki#lterem Himmel. Voﬂneinen 70 Tagen Eurcpa waren 60 verregnet. Und mein Plan,
in Rom die romantischen Winkel denen die deutsche Malergeneration zwischen 1800 und
1850verfallen war, aufzusuchen, zu zeichnen und zu photographieren,um zu schauen, was
davon noch heute Ubrig ist; scheiterte, Er scheiferte am Verkehrschaocs und an der Kri-
minalitidt der "ewigen Stadt". Nur einen Lichtblick gab es, als eine befreundete Fa-
milie mich in ihrem Privatwagen nach Olévano fuhr.. und so meine Absicht wenigstens
an einem Tag - es war der 25.5.!- verwirklichen halfen. Zudem wollten sie mir helfen;
trotz allem ans Ziel zu kommen, da die beiden mir die entsprechenden Photos im Lauf
der Zeit jagen wollten. Bei einem Ausflug nach Pompe\iﬁ mit dem befingstigend seit Jahr-
zehnten verstopften Vesuv, konnte ich nicht ahnen, dass meine‘unterschwellige Angst
so bald schon durch die furchtbaren Ereignisse in Mittelitalien eingeholt werden wir-
de; «.

Zu den liebsten Erinnerungen an Eurcpa gehdrte diesmal die Begegnung mit Freun-
den in Bozen und Gries, in Brunneck undInnsbruck, in Dornbirn und Singen, in Unden-
heim und Saarbr%ken. Die es angeht, wissen darum und verstehen auch chne Nawmenslisten,
dass Verbindendes damit berufen sein soll.

Fahrten in den Orientemit Peter und spidter mit meinem "Kitzblichler Patenkind"
{von mittlerweile 27 Jahren) gaben neue Akzente auf alte Buchstaben. Die Lesart da-
fiir kennt ihr aus friheren Flaschenpostbriefen.

Nur eine Expedition kann ich mit blossem Aufzihlen allein nicht genug deutlich
machen; sie galt dem Schwarz-Wasser-Cafio Monomi, der in einem der einsamsten Gebiete
des Siidens dem Casiquiare zufliesst. Vor 23 Jahren war ich mit Karl Midgdefrau dort
und vor 18 Jahren mit Gernot Bergold- diesmal dann nochmals mit Gernot. Damals war
das ganze Gebiet wissenschaftliches Neuland, und ich musste viele wichtige wWissen-
schaftliche Frages®lungen zurtickstellen, weil Zeit und Kra]’ t einfach nicht zu ihrer
Losung ausreichten. Mein Stosseuf zesf'.amls: "Wivant seguentes!" galt zukiinftigen
Vorhaben. Diese "Sequentes' waren nun - 1980 - wahrhaft am Werk. Die IVIC (Inmstituto
venezolano de investigacjon cientifica) hat feste Untersuchungsparzellen nahe San
Carlos del Rio Negro angelegt; in denen Dutzende junger, 'sna@gierter Forscher ihre
Berufung erproben. Die Fortschritte sind bereits bedeutend und durch eine standig
unterhaltens Aussenstelle des Instituts auch weiterhin gesichert.Cernot und ich be-
suchten die Probeflichen und unsern alten Cafic Monomi, wo wir seinerzeit ersteyl Un-
tersuchungen machten: Meinerseits solche Uber die Schwarzwasservegetation und Gernot
iiber den Gelbfiebervirus im Blut mitgefilhrter Kapuzineraffen. Die Moskitoplage:/ﬁer'—
stérkt durch filrchterliche Umtcer,%ﬁ?ﬁoch dieselben "Lios" wi#lamals. Auch die
Einsamkeit und die Djungelnacht sind sich gleichgeblieben. Was sich gefindert hatte,
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waren wir selber. Wie sich der Einbaum durch die Stromschnellen k#mpfte, wie das
sorgfaltig aufgebaute Lager von Wollkenbruch und Sturmwind vom Platz gewischt wurde,
wie man dann zitternd veor Kdlte im Boot auf dem Holzrost Stunde um Stunde auf den
Tag und die Sonne wartete, wie dann die Haut noch wochenlang brannte von den Sti-
chen der Jejen#-fliegen, Sandflthe, Moskitos und Ameisen, das alles gehdrt zum Spiel
und Nachspiel der Expeditionsalltage. Es kann das erschiitternde Erlebnis des Wieder-
sehens mit den Kulissen frilherer Lebensjahre nicht verkleinern. ..

In die letzten Wochen dieses Jahres f4llt ein schwerer und ein leichter Ent-
schluss. Der schwere war, meine jahrzehntelangen Studien iliber die Flechten aufzuge-
ben. Die modernen Forschungsmittel, die auf diesem Gebiet eingesetzt werden (Kompli-
zierte biochemische Methoden und elektronenmikroskopische Analysen) lassen sich in
meinem hZuslichen "Ein-Mann-Institut" nicht einsetzen. Auch hier:"Vivant sequentes!!,

Und nun der leichte - oder soll ich sagenJleichtsinnige ?-Entschluss: Ich will
zu meiner grossen Jugendliebe, den Moosen zuriickkehren! Als Brycloge ist man auch
heute noch in erster Linie unmittelbarer Anschauer der Form und &kologischer Beob-
achter und Griibler ohne den szientistischen Anspruch, den ich chne Wehmut der neuen
Forschergeneration tberlasse.

Damit mag sich der Ring schliessen, der nun - da wir zum Jahreswechsel nochmals
kurzfristig nach Europa fliegen - schon auf neue Horizonte tbergreift ——

& & &

Drei typographische Zeichen zwischem dem ersten und dem zweiten Teil der
Flaschenpost 772 Nun - sie stehen flir die drei UND, die da noch mitzuteilen blei-

ben: 3

...UND -Lotte; UND -unsere kleinen Familien; UND der Freundeskreis.

Fiir Lotte lag das Leitmotiv ihres Jahres nicht in der Gegenwart, weder der
nduslichen, noch der ?értnerischen, noch der beruflichen. Obwohl sie in allen diesen
Bereichen rundum leistete, was ihr innerer Imperativ ihr zu leisten aufgab. Was
sie vor allem beschdftigte,war ein Vergangenes, freilich eines;das in die Gegenwart
fortwirkend libergreift: Namlich der Grosse Aufbruch der deutschen Romantik, die
ziindenden Ideen, der - wie Novalis sagt -"hingestreute Bliitenstaub", der den Schick-
salsraum der Menschheit eben seit der Epoche der Romantik befruchtet.-

Da stéhnen wir lber den schwirenden Nonsens eines iiberbcrdenden Sachverbrauchs
aber schon Tieck hat in seinem Buch "Des Lebens Uberfluss" unsere unselige Konsum-
gesellschalft vorausgesehen und vorausbekdmpft. In Lottes "Bibliotheksgesprachen'" der
Asociacidn Humboldt war dies eines der vielen Probleme, die vom ganzen Forum dort
mit Leidenschaft besprochen wurdétﬂber dieses Beispiel steht hier nur als pars pro
toto. In ihren Vorlesungen auf der Universitdt und in ihrem h3uslichen Studio das-
selbe grosse Thema: Der morgenfrische Aufbruch des modernen Menschen von damals, die
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Tdeen von damals, an deren Brisanz sich noch heute Motive der Humanitas entflammen,
Der Begeisterung flr diesen Vorwurf folgte der geduldige wissenschaftliche Einsatz:
Notizen, Literaturausziige, Nachdenkliches, Zeitkritisches, Kreatives -heute auf ih-
rem Schreibtisch verzettelt - soll morgen zu einer zusammenfassenden Arbeit werden,
die als profunde Titular-Verdffentlichung die letzte noch fehlende akademische Stu-
fe bedeuten wird.

Freilich sind alle Grundlagen dafiir nicht in Venezuela selber zu beschaffen.

So flog sie heuer gleich zweimal nach Europa — immer nach Quellen schiirfend, die nur
dort fliessen, wo der Genius loci einst den oben erwdhnten Aufbruch zuwege brachte.
Sehr fruchtbar war dabei auch das Symposion der Kultu¥abteilung des Auswirtigen Am--
tes unter dem Motto "Briicke iiber Grenzen", das unter den Auspizien von Frau Minister
Dr. Hamm-Briicher stattfand. Ort der Handlung:Bonn. Zeit: Ende Mai. Zielvorstellung:
den Fortschritt des Humanen héher zu stellen als den des Materiell-Technischen. Die-
se Tagung brachte ausser dem Gewinn an Fachlichem die Verbindung zu Gleichgesinnteén.
Es regnete Einladungen - eine davon bis ins ferne Neuseeland - eine magische Verlockung
fiir 1981 - - Quién sabe ?

Die Frage, wie weit man seine Horizonte setzen soll - die Frage nach dem Aus-
gleich zwischen vertiefender Bescheidung und ausgreifender Weite beschiftigte sie
immer wieder. In zwei Stﬁ%hen zu dem zweiten Béndchen ihrer "Langen Jahre am karibi-
schen Meer!", spiirt man sie:

Ist ein Leben weit genug,
Die Wolken zu lernen

Oder reiner CGeist zu werden
Wie ein Kristall ?

Oder ist nur Zeit genug,

Zu wachsen und blilhen

Wie die kleinen gelben Sterne
Am Wegesrand ?

Das steht es also, das zweite UND: Es beginnt der Bericht mit dem 85, Geburts-
tag von Lottes Mutter, an dem wir - mit einer beachtlich vollzZhligen Grossfamilie -
in Liitzelstein im Elsass teilnehmen konnten. Damals war Frilhling. Nur wer dreissig
Tropenjahre hinter sich hat, kann abschitzen, was das fiir ung?eins bedeutet hat.

Fir unsere Kinder ist das Jahr nicht immer leicht gewesen. Jiirgen musste sein
Knie in Toronto, Ursula ihr Schilddriise in Valencia operieren lassen, Gottlob ging
alles gut. Christine hatte wahrhaftig zu tun, um am Ball zu bleiben, aber sie schaff-
te es. Wdhrend ich diesen Bericht schreibe, hore ich Schreckensschreie aus dem Gar-
ten, Dort haben unsere Enkel, Ingo und Benno,einen Kletterbaum. Benno war diesmal die
Ursache der Aufregung: Er griff nahe dem Wipfel nach einem von Flechten struppigen

Astknorren - Pech! Es war kein Ast sondern der Arm eines Faultieres, das ihm nun,
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ige - wie es sich filir

Faultiere gehdrt § in aller Ruhe-verpasste. So schnell war Benno ncch nie wieder
von seinem Baum aus nach unten geturnt.

Peter erfuhr in seiner D@signer-schule alle denkbaren scholastischen NoOte,
die ein so schwieriges Lernziel in unserem Land eben so mit sich bringt.

Meine SShne in Europa versorgten uns selten aber Gottlob mit guten Nachrich-
ten.Wir nehmen,soweit es die weite Entfernung zulasst,lebhaften Anteil an ihren
Schicksalen auf dem Europdischen Glacis.

Und "E + E"? (diese familiZire Abkiirzung fiir Evi und Erich Eissenbeiss) - Erich
wurde heuer mein Kollege: Er ist jetzt auch "jubilado" und geniesst mit Frau, Kindern
und Enkeln die wohlverdiente "Grosse Freinheit". Evi ist nach wie vor unser guter Geist
fiir die Zeiten unserer Europabesuche. Verwandtschaft und Freundschaft gehen da fugen-

los ineinander fiiber. g

Das dritte "UND": Die Freunde!
Freunde daheim und Freunde draussen in der Welt: Allen Pfeilen der Windrose
nach genht unser Dank fir ihre NiZhe an sie und unser Wunsch:
"Lasst das Jahr 1981 nur kommen! - "Die kleinen gelben Sterne" warten auf euch!

- /L- :;,/
Adresse: Dr. V. Vareschi £
Caracas 1080 - Apartado 80160
VENEZUELA.

%
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Dec. 16, 1970

Dear Mr. Chang:

I don't know what our mutual friend Nr. Don Smith has explained regarding
my problem.

I published a 300+ page book in 1930 in board covers and since that time have published
slightly revised papsrback sditions that I have been selling mainly for the local tourist
trade at $3.00 and more recently $4.00 par capy wholesale,

I now have a new edition of about 500 pages more or less in page proof, I have paid for
the work done in Hichigan except for about $1,000. I hav, trouble with the job mainly due
te distance and the concern ghipping the job too expensively by mail.

.\i'i_r;an agent for a Taiwan or Hone Kong concern whi h can finish the job from the
proofs insxpensively; and ship to me via cheap ocean freight? The paperback should not sell
to touriats HETAIL for more than $7.50. We don't have many tourists anymore, and they don't
spand as lavishly as before,

I would think as an experiment the edition should be about 1,000 = 2,000 copies, The sdi-
tion or the market new is called "Flants of Haw. National Parks™ and sells mostly at Kllauea
& Haleakala.

I 2n inters,ted in your reactlion.

Aloha.,
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The New York Botanical Garden

Bronx, New York 10458 (2125 220/ 8700

TO: Dr. Otto Degener

FROM: Dr. Howard S. Irwin

For your convenience when visiting
The New York Botanical Garden we
are enclosing an AUTO PASS for
identification purposes at the

entrance gate.
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Christmas 1980
Dear Pals:

Back at the typewriter again trying to conjure up the past. Alice, our oldest
daughter is now twenty-one, independent, in and out of Washington University,
and not too communicative. Elizabeth finished her freshman year at Washington
University, moved out at the end of her first year, works in the school
library for ready cash and seems to be a happy anthropology major. Francis,
now age three, continues to delight all of us. Christmas 1979 was quite
wonderful as we had both sets of grandparents from California here and we all
had a wonderful time. E

In retrospect, 1980 was a year we continued to raise money for the new
education building and spent a great deal of time thinking about how to get
direct tax support for the Garden (we have none now except for NSF support in
science). We broke ground on the building and learnad a lot more about
politics, but failed to get our bill on the Senate floor, after getting nearly
100 percent of the votes in the House. This was most disappointing and we must
go back to the drawing board in the 1981 session.

This year Peter has continued his interest in the destruction of the tropical
forests. These areas first captivated our interest when we first met in Costa
Rica on 0.T.S. in 1967. Tropical forests are fascinating, and even more
complex than the human brain. They hold the keys to our own evolution and
survival on this planet, they are inescapably wonder-making, yet they are
disappearing globally. It still amazes me that our species can treat the
destruction of this vast treasure house in such a trivial matter. It is indeed
a pity thar the complexity of the tropical forest and our poverty of knowledge
abour it is rapidly wasting all the stores in the potentially vast tropieal
warehouse before they are understood.

We saw a touch of the tropics, Hawaii, last February. It was marvelous and we
found Bill Theobald of the Pacific Tropical Botanical Garden there to be a
fantastic host. What a wonderful opportunity they have for making significant
contributions relating to this tropical problem! It is a delightful spot, and
we had a ball. Franecis likes to say "let's go back to Hopmawuwu”...even he is
saving his pennies.

The trip to Hawaii, where Peter is a member of the Scientifie Advisory
Committee of the Pacific Tropical Botanical Garden, was subsequently topped by
a magnificent opportunity afforded Peter and me by the Chinese Academy of
Sciences.

We. were in their country 24 days: each day was fascinating as well as fun, not

‘to mention gastronomically correct in all ways, even during our four days on

sacred Mount Omei in Sichuan Province where we dined in Buddhist monasteries.
On this Epilobium trek up 10,400 feet to Omei-shan, we walked about 60 miles,
almost all up rough stonme stairs that had been buflt starting nearly 2,000
years ago, all the way to the top and back. At the summit I almost saw the
hand of Buddha wave at me but instead took pictures of hundreds of Chinese
hands waving at him. We found the Chinese very direct, open, and full of hope.
We were fortunate to begin our trip inm Peking, where we spent eight days.
There we were able to get a small glimpse into the imperial splendor of the
country: the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace, the Ming and Ching Tombs, the
Great Wall; these attest to those days of the inscrutable China. In contrast,
the China we observed as guests of the Academy was most understandable in its
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direct approach and the sincere attempts of the people we met to pave the way
for fruitful and synergistic exchanges with the world outside of China. What
an amazing thing when they can already deal with one-quarter of the world's
population! From Peking we went to Chengdu in Sichuan (Four Rivers); from
there on our trek to Omei, then to Kunming, closest city to Hanoi; then to
Shanghai, birthplace of Peter H. Raven (there we saw the hospital where he was
born!); and finally to Nanjing, St. Louis' Sister City. There Sun Yat-sen is
buried in a sort of modern architectural version of the Ming and Ching tombs.
It is interesting to compare it with the tomb of Mao in Tien Ah-men Square in
Peking. Both were monumental and tastefully done, but visiting Sun Yat-sen's
tomb is much more fun for everyone. We had a wonderful time in China and we
shall never forget the hospitality we received on our very special tour.

Fall in St. Louis is always a joy, and for Californians it better be, because
after that we all know where the sun is moving; south away from us. We must

say it has been a great year, we saw a lot of friends from abroad and some of
them were even privileged to experience some of our excessive heat this past

summer .

So, hello to you all and a very good wish to you and all of us for peace and
health in the new year.

”izgzlr1a. 'f‘(:¥2£:x:iﬁu—-
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