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June 28, 1379

Drs. Otto & Isa Degener
68-61T7 Crazier Drive
Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii
96791 U.S.A.

|

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Degener; 1

Received your letter requesting cost for finishing your title ""Plants Haw. National-i
Parks" & it seems we need a bit more information in order to do this. I have talked |
with our composition department & they tell me that you are still holding the final {
proofs, so we need these back to make any further corrections. Also do we still |
have more manuscript to come or do we have everything now ? We also need to '
know how many we are to print & if these will be paperbacks. Please try to
answer these questions for me & also fill out the Transmittal order that I have
enclosed. This will be helpful in planning the order. We will be glad to submit
a price to you before we proceed with anything, but we do need this information.
Hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely

— = ;

7 —

Gy P
Mrs. Emily Mosher

Sales Coordinator

PS;send me your phone number so we may call if any further questions arrise

OFFICES AND PLANT « 100 STAEBLER ROAD - 4 mi. west of Ann Arbor on oid Jackson Rd.
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July 18, 1979,

Dear Mrs, \osher:

Wree Doy & I arse back at Volecano; Islamd nf ha.mii; while our
paperpack ms.,; & pape pronfs are all at our Island of Qahu fhome. %e shall be back
there in Octe I don"t blame you for not believing AHOTHER coincidence: I threw my
last letter to B2 into the village poatoffice to catch the mail bua, Then a faw
hours later we went back to the 2,0., to pick up the distributed mail. Your letter
was in the lott

After walling 5B the cheque we owed, wa are now licking our finandial wounds.
dour Miransmittal Order" shows us that so many varialles have aricen since 585 dese
 troyed plaies and I gava away or destroyed oririnal phntos, it would te a waste of
“time to try to fill out the ord-». Yany thanks for sendin- it anywaye

I shall mail you proof in October to work on only s far as available ca.ah ale
lows. 1 never go into debt. If short of copies, we must again rerint the 0ld edi=
tion,

Ae some of our new plant names tnat we haa planned to publish in this new edi-
tion have hy this time appeared in print by others, we must make quite a few nasty
changes. It is too bad the project was botched.

ferhaps by omitting an index citing pa es, we can publish the new edition with
some new chapters amony the old. This misht suifice for tourist sales until we can
complete everything progserly for still another (I hooe not posthumous) edition, I
an ovey si hity now.

1 cannot nmel» out toot my own horn. Ve shall not have an abundanoce of cash by
Jot., &s Hrs., velener is spendins czsh tn fly to Bermany to accept 2 medal awarded
me in abeentia by the Berlin Bot, Carden & useum Sept. 10. I am rather proud ap I
am no German, iy father lefi{ Cermany around 1870, & I was born in New Je*u)' ‘in 1899.
Jeing bueiness to accept the medal, there is a4 tax deductions.

Alcha till Oct.,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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The Nature Conservancy

1800 MNorth Kent Street
Arlington, Virginia 22209

June 28, 1979

Drs. Otto and Isa Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii 96791

Dear Drs. Degener,

I enclose a copy of The Nature Conservancy's
May-June News containing our Annual Report. I
hope that this will be of interest to you., We
hope to keep our concerned friends aware of what
the Conservancy is doing.

Should you wish further information on how
to create a bequest to The Nature Conservancy,
please don't hesitate to call on me. I am aware
that you made inquiries to this effect and hope
you received a full response.

Most sincerely yours,

Mrs, Joseph Hoagland, Jr.

Director
Planned Giving Program

KH/nv

| W00 Recycléd Paper
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* Howalil Tribune-Herold, Wednesday, January 10, 1979—11
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J apanese magazine |
i publishes Hilo poet

< _"Hn.rvey Hess of Hilo will have seven English-

|

1 language haiku published in the January lssue of a
* Tokyo-based haiku periodical, ‘
.. Thisinternational haiku magazine, “OUTCH Gonzui-
.+ Sha," features haiku in Japanese, French, Spanish, r
. English and other languages. Prgminent haiku poets
,t:mn around the world are its chief contributors,

[ £ According to the periodical’s editor, Hess is the first

- * poetfrom Hawaii whose work has been accepted in this .
" magazine. His poems have already recelved extensive .

» ‘publication in leading American haiky periodicals,
*i Hess became interested in Japanese poetics as a
‘teenager. A prolific poet, he has devoted a substantial
_portion of his creative energy o composing works in
- v this difficult Japanese-originated verse pattern. To
+{ date he has written nearly one thousand haiku,

- - As special reviewer to the Honolulu Advertiser, Hess
* has r&dﬂ?ed the work of other haiku poets in Hawall,

LJ

e —————




, or
RESCLUT ION 213

WHEREAS, Mr. Harvey Hess will be recognized in the
forthcoming 16th Edition of "Who's Who in the West" for his
achievements in poetry; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Hess, a teacher of art and music at the
Henry Opukahaia School in Hilo, is an established poet with several
books of verse and two sonnet sequences to his credit; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Hess did compose the poetic text to the film
Kani Liko Lehua which was commissioned for Head Start by the Hilo
College Center for Continuing Education and Community Service and
was premiered this past September; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Hess wrote the libretto to Ka Lei No Kane, the
first Hawaiian comic opera which had its world premiere in May
at laie, Hawaii and also wrote the poetic text for the cantata--
Naupaka Floret which was premiered here in Hilo in May of 1974,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY
OF HAWAIT that it take this means to congratulate Mr. Harvey Hess
for his national recognition and prominence in poetry.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the County of
Hawaii be and is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this
resolution to Mr. Harvey Hess; the East Hawaii Cultural Council;
Mr. Pete Schickler, Community Arts Coordinator, State Foundatiuil

on Culture and the Arts; and Mr. Robert Van de Wege, City Spirits

Arts Coordinator.




THE LINNEAN SOCIETY OF LONDON,

Telephone :
01-734 1040 BURLINGTON HOUSE,
PICCADILLY, LONDON,
W1V 0LQ.

27 June, 1979

Dr Otto Degener,
Hale Degener,
Waialua,

Oahu,

Hawaii.

Dear Dr Degener,

I acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter

which will be brought before the Chairman of the Curatorial
at the earliest opportunity. Committea

Yours

b £ Yoy

Miss M.E. Young
Executive Secretary. designate

Re: Lycopodium cernuum

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




26 June 1979

Dear Friends:

Your good and welcome letter written 22 May
came too late to be shared with Morton. He slept
away at our Veterans Hospital here in Prescott on
the 18th of May.

He had been an in-and-out patient from the
first of the year. In April Stewart and I did our
best here at home; Stewart with the cooking and
tempting him to eat, I with the medications and
walking exercises. After his ambulance admission
to the hospital in early May, he became disoriented
and would struggle to get up when he saw me - for
his home routine. One mature nurse took over quite
a bit and when she told him to be still and rest,
he responded "Yes, mother dear," and so it went to
the end. I could wish that all endings could come
on the up-beat of the accomplishments of a life-
time, maybe remembering the best of it will suffice.

I will be OK with the house and enough to do
with. Actually I look forward to selectivity in
friends and activities - the less the better for
now - just peace and quiet for a while.

AJT Lo ppred

Stewart will be bQZKAIrom a week's trip to
California - Death Valley Nat'l Monument, Yellow-
stone, HKings Canyon and Sequoia and maybe San
Diego. to deliver pictures at those outlets. He
is using a 25' motor home and has a girl along.

He 1s still a bachelor and so far as I know they
are not sleeping togetner. OShe is from New Jersey
and hopes to spend the summer at Glacier if and
when Stewart gets there. His cabin is rented from

% June. through December, which will include a North
olar bear expedition.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




While lookling for a particular item among
Morton's papers and correspondence files for an
address, I came across your account (printed) of
7 December 1941. I had neverseen it before, It
is a classle.

Congratulations on well deserved recognition
of your life's very worth while work. It will be
more and more valuable in 1ts niche 1n history.

I know what you mean by others contributing
to one's success wlthout formal credit. One of
Morton's sisters married a nice fellow who, in
his credit write-up is called a "self-made success."
He graduated from Rensselaer Polytechniec with En-
gineering degree, went to work for Arthur D Little
Consulting firm in Cambridge, Mass., called "The
Think Tank." Thelma kept him healthy and earned in-
come. She sald she would have scrubbed floors and
washed her neighbors windows if necessary. ob
worked on the stress of steel - and continugousrails
came of 1it, coineidentally with the decline of the
railroads in the U.5. Guess who bought the process?
Japan, of course!

I have written at some length because I wish
to refer to the word "selectivity." Uorton and I
were welcomed b¥2%at our start together and we have
said more than once that that event was about the
only free and helpful blessing we received through
years of struggle. We made it and the children
turned out well and a credit to him.

To the point - will you continue - please - to
send word about yourselves! It will mean much to me.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Senator Anson Chong

ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER State Capitol, Suite 205
CHAIRPERSON Honolulu, Hawaii, 96813

Public Ltilities Commities (B08) 548-4183
VICE CHAIRPERSON

Consumer Protection & Commerce
MEMBER

Ways & Means

Judiciary

Haalth

June 26, 1979

Otto & Isa Degener
68-617 Crozier Dr.
Waialua, Oahu, 96791

Dear Dr. Otto & Isa Degener,

Thank vou for vour recent letter along
with the copy of the resolution signed by the
11 citizens of Berlin-Dahlem last May.

Your comments about Rene Silva are
well taken, and I hope to have the opportunity
to meet him someday.

It is also delightful to see that
the U.S. Post Office has chosen the Leguminosae
as the subject for a stamp.

Best wishes for a restful summer.

Sincere aloha,

ANSON CHONG
State Senator

L
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FICHARD 5: M. WONG
PRESIDENT

DUKE T RAWASAK
WICE PRESIDENT

JOSEPH T KURODA
MAJCRITY LEADER

ANSON CHONG
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MNORMAN MIZUGLICH
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PATSY K. YOUNG
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CHARLES M. CAMPBELL
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The Senate
The Tenth Legislature

of the
State of Hatwaii

HONOLULU, HAWAII

June 25, 1980

Drs. Otto & Isa Degener
Botanical Gardens
Volcano, Hawaii 96785

Dear Otto & Isa,

Thanks so much for the draft of your
book on the Hawaiian Flora. I am very
impressed by the throughness and quality
of your work.

Please keep in touch as I loock
forward to hearing from you. Best
wishes in all your future endeavors.

Warmest aloha,

e 2

ANSON CHONG
State Senator

AC:1lo




P.0. Box 154, .
Yoleano, Hawail 96765,
June 25, 1980.

Deax Miss Moshar:

What is the progress report on the 480 coples of
wplamts Haw, Hat. Parkse"? Are the coples on the way, and what{ is the gost
of sach to be?

I got a local Community College order from Oahu, and referred the
business manager to @ book store on the Island of Hawail where they
have some copies on consignment from me.

T have about a hox each of the papsr backe on Qahu & on Hawaii; al-
8o & few dozen of the hnard cover first edition of 1950 reserved for cpl-
lectors, These, however, sell for $30 and are hardly practicable for stus
dents to buy as a text. 3

Let me have the news. I nred to know shat price tn guofe for this y
new (inferior & tomporary) edition. Up to now I have been selling at only §
4+ $3.00 pexr copy to halp educate the new generation., I guess the students ﬁ’l
%copha then for §4.50 or §5.00.I can't keep up this ideal.
I muet inform customers the new price and approximate date of deliv-
ery.

Aloha, o ':_;_

I

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Molly Pitcher, Monmouth, 1758
Dr,. Otto Degener
Box 15}

Voleano, Hawaii 95785
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Dear Otto, June 23, 1980

Thank you for the separste with the pictures of
verbenaceous saeds. I had not come across it before and am glad
to have it,

No, I did not realize that a formal subseription was
contaim_md in your 1977 letter (now with a1l my‘scientific cor-
Tesoondsnce in the library of the Humanities Resesarch Inst. in
Austin),  You did not enclose a chedk to cover the subseripti
too, 7id you? If so I vould sursly have noted it. I have sent
you complimentary copiss of back issues of which I happen to
have had extra copies left, but I guess no complste volumes,
With what volume da you want your subscription to start? Paymentd
now is §12 per volume in advance for USA addresses, $13 for bac
volumes, Vol, L6, lNo. i, goes to press next week.

Alma has been in ths hospital here and in NYC for the past
Bkt s ooy {heuitiL MR e 1 o, She e !
St111 has to bo ireated by drgs Chab aho sevuol tEIRICe i
may go back to Mt.Sinai Hosp. in NYC in a few weeks to go on an
axperimental program there. All best wishes,.

I—

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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June 22, 1979
Dear Otto and Isa,

Thank you so much for your notes of 14 June, including the
information on water lettuce, Today is Bill's birthday, He'll
celebrate with Romaine, baked tofu and brownies -- instead of

a cake,

Krauss' flip, injured party attitude on Vicia made me mad,
The number of errors in his column makes me think they are
not all unintentional, What sloppiness, nevertheless!

—_—

We haven't heard the rumor about devaluation of the dollar, [
We can't imagine Carter taking such a devastating step thayfq\
would incite great panic and inflict massive harm at home e ¥
and abroad, It's unnecessary since the dollar already is N
being devaluated 10-15% a year by cost-of-living, You do \3
have a point about the intrinsic value of land in Hawaii, !?-]
"
Last night there was an Aloha Dinner at the EMC Koa bar for 1
about 200 -- a2 luau--for Park people retiring or moving on,
including Don Reeser and Win Banko, Lots of fun, Cliff Davis
did a superb hula when an extra partner was needed! The new
roasd will open simultaneously at both ends about 2:45 on the
30th, ¥e'll be glad to see you Soon, afqu’ h&aﬂﬁud’BlK l

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Infemationaler Degenar-Kreis - Postiach 1443 « 4830 Gitersioh 1

Herrn
Drs. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive

Waialua, Oghu, Hawaii
967 91 U.S.4A.

Internationaler
Degener-Kreis

24, Juni 1979 -Sonntag-
Sehr geehrter Herr Drs. Degener,

vielen Dank fiir Ihre Biicher 1,2,3,5 und Fiji, die ich am
5. Juni erhalten habe.

Haben Sie inzwischen meinen Luftpostbrief vom 7. April er-
halten? Am 31. Mai sandte ich Ihnen einen Einschreibebrief
mit den Briefen von Ihrem Herrn Vater. Ich hoffe, daB bei-
de Sendungen inzwischen bei Ihnen eingegangen sind.

Ihre Anfrage: "ob ein Druck ein Druck Ihres Buches Fiji in
Deutschland oder Oesterreich méglich ist?, mochte ich mit

einem Nein meinerseits beantworten. Ich habe in der Weise

keine Erfahrung und groBere Mittel stehen mir fiir die Fi-

nanzierung eines solchen Objektes nicht zur Verfiigung. Von
den mir bekannten Degener ist niemand da, der eine Drucke-
rei hat. Ich selbst habe nur einen Schablonendruck.

Zur Zeit stelle ich die Internationale Degener-Chronik
—IDC- mit einer limitierten Auflagenhdhe im A4 Format in
Loseblattform her. Die IDC enthdalt den Griindungsbericht,
alle wichtigen Ereignisse, Forschungsberichte von allen
Hauptlinien und dergl. mehr. Diese wird nach dem 19. April
1980 den Mitgliedern zugesandt. Spiter folgen Erginzungs-
lieferungen. Wie teuer ist Ihr Buch "Plamts Haw. Nat.
Parks"? Handelt es sich hier um Nr. 7%

Ich wdre Thnen sehr dankbar, wenn Sie mir m8glichst umge-
hend schreiben wiirden, ob meine Briefe vom April und 31.5.
inzwischen bel IThnen eingegangen sind.

Ich wiinsche Thnen weiterhin viel Erfolg.
Mit freundlichem GruB

M&ngs——a-—

Internationaler Degener-Kreis Heinrich Degener
Postfach 1443 - Rhedaer StraBe 39 - 4830 Gitersloh1 - Telefon 05241/51654

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




P.0s Box 154, Voloann,
Hawaii 96785, USA.
19 June 1980,

Dear Dr. Hadab:

We have your Nov. 25 letter before us, and are shogked that ¥ou un=
fortunately Lroke your leg. We hope that by this time you can again botanize as be=-
fore.

Isa & I havs been extremely busy with so many unrelated problems! We so enjoyed
the 300 Dot. Garden celebration in Berlin where I was awarded the Willdenow Wedal mut
you and efery one else know that in truth it was awarded to us both. Without Isa's
help they never would hag noticed re. During that time we helped Isa's mother, re-
¢ ntly widowed to foresaite Freiburg to come to live with us in her owmn saparate cote
age at the beach. Thourh 76, she loves swimming., Isa had, & occasionally hag; paine

F ful arthritis in bbpudhewdders ' sometimes hip, but remainsc ourageously active. To
five—in neans that the ekeleton gets s$iff for ever. I spent five days last month in
tae hospital for a niceg new, smallish pacemaker. Implanting it into my shoulder
under theclavicle was not at all painful, 3UT the hospital bill of £5,000 hurt both
Isa & me VERY MUCH« I think the hospital cheatss We do not yet know hov much of that
sum the Insurance Company will pay, Then, we spont much time revising our National
Park book, We have only a2 few copies left. ‘e have completed the revision, except
for the chapter on Argyroxiphium, the silver= & greenswords.

Mlso, wo have £RBaxt nant fanilies in two houses, One swindled us out of rent

by paying us with State of California chegues which our bank heglected %o tell us
were worthless. Wie went to Court in Honolulu once about it and almost won. Sut we
were to go agein yesterday. To avoid going to Court and certainly lose, the former
tenant (whom we had to evict) paid us dey before yesterday the cash he owed us.
Had he been honest in having to find mozey to pay, we would have forgotten about it
& taken the loss. 3ut this man was an outright e windler,All this takes time from
Botany, and is not at all pleasant. Seing exhausted, both of us nepglected writing
letters, I guese this long oney gets our troubles out of my mind,

VWie have not had time o go back to the Lycopodiales. We have your shipment of pa=-
pere all carefully filed away in the Lyc., folder. Many, many thanks,

There are two nasty botanical crises in my 1ife which will annoy.bota.niatn for
Years:

1. World War II which might have exposed me to the dangers of War induced me to scate
ter my collection of 50,000 specimens to museums of the World., All were properly
labeled ze to locality, date, otc,, but mostly quickly labeled only so far as the
genus I rushed before I might be drafted as cannon fodder in Europe. How recipients
must wait years uatil some one 1like you monographs them beyond the penus into which

I had put everythinge At least, in muneunms they can be found in the more or less prop=
8T Fenue COVETS.

2, low that I am over 81 and not likely to live forever,; I am doing the sare thing.

I am writing labels quickly as far as the genus, and distributing the plants as you
can see. You & later generations can always help monograpners with loans of our gifts.
Should I predecease Ises; I don't want har to indulge in this dreadful drudgery for
the rest of her life.

8000000000, I hope you will understand that the Haw. plants = the finva is really
U poorly knge & hence unreasonably lumped = I am mailing you are so poorly identified.
So many are undesoribed taxa, Of course, theoreticall, ALL taxa should evantually
appear in our ¥l, Haw,.

In your observation of the strange distribution of taxa in the Caucssus & Carpathians,
is there any % difference between bird distributed taxa and wind distributed ones? I
guess water, mammals & arthropods would not be involved.

Your article On Haw. Nature Protection was of sreat use and intevest as I wrote

WAt nhatvd n ranee ats e ——n  wA - " ¥
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Page 20 shows Henry Clay. Do you know that the Hortlculturist and newapaper writer
florace Freestone Olay, =y friend & former tenant, is his descendant? H.F. Clay, incidente=
2lly, is part Indlan.

Poeczhontas is shovm on pase 127 and elsewhares My nelshbor at Mokuleia Beach, the late 1
Southerner Manoy Fennel (widow of Dr. Eric Fenmel) was descended from her,

I guens you ¥now that the whaler Lincoln was closely rel,ted to Abrahax Lineoln. He
soitled ir Kone, and married a Hawalian lady, There are numerous Lineclns in our popula=
tions One is A very intinste friend of ours. We met the Linculns on Canton Atell un the

Equators

Tha adopted son of Viee=President Charles Daves (page 202) years sgo married the daugh=
tar of Unive of Haw., Chenistry Prof. Frank Dillingham and Frs. Dillinghan.

Before World War I I heard Wme Jennings Bryan (pe233) spesk in Nadisen Sguare Gerden,
Few York City, arainst entering it. He was such an expert orator that every one agreed
with him. Too Yad the U.S5., 1rter called "lncle Shylock™ by the British did not follow
his advice.s

George Clinton (Pe 238) confuses us. He 1s said to have been the first Governor of
New York State. A Lily of the Bsstern U.S.,, was naned for Dr Witt Clinton, "several tines pof
zovernor of Now York." Were thore two different men by the namo of Clinton who were Gover= |
nors of N.Y., at different times? Ferhap father & son? !

Pare 230, Ny late peighbor Dre Eric Fennel was on the Leprosy Board, and held 2 dinm I
view of Father Damlen 2s & man. Moreover, he halieved he had aontracted lemrcsy in Delgie-
us before ever coming t~ the Islands,.

Have you noticed, looxing through the statues shown from Fages 228 to 278 that all the
old=timers NEVER had their pants pressed! Their Jegs look like tose of elephanise

Havine 1ived throush some wars and noticed how the worsi enemies become the most in-
tipate of friends after peace haz been declared, we Deseners may seem tou act erasy.
¥e have been meiling our Yawailan specimens since 1922 throughout the World, especially
to potentially eneny countries, Should any lolo Hitler or Idi Amin start throwing bombs
around to annihilate all 1.3., nuseums, valuable endemic Degener herbariur syecimens,
probably exterminated in the Islands, will &t least be preserved behind enemy lines. Af=
ter the war, and palsyewalsy friends aszain, our hotanists nan study the plarts in former
enemy WSeUns.

We are eratified that "Art in the United States Capitol™ is such an outetanding volunmes
I hope it rets widely distributed. Should the British again turr our (apitsl, or & mod=
ern "itler or Anin do so, future generations will at least have a good ideas what the an.itll%
was like,

There 1s no tellins vhat the future holds due to population pressure. It is so tad
in the Orient that thousands are forced to take to boats sailing the ocean, abd with no
place to landl

I might add that I started sending Haw. herbarium specimens to Berlin yemars fgoe. They
were immenselt valuable as so many of them are now extinet. I guess Ber.. —<aler ny
action and are awmarding me the ¥illdenow Hedal this Septembers Similarly, the few York
Botanical Garden has just honored firs. D., & me. These are honorz voiad by hotanists for
botanists. It is especially sratifyinz that that our Semate, made up of nonbotanicts,
have honored me alsol J

Mrs. Degener loins me in srateful alcha,
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Juna June 18, 197%

Uear Sepntor fRisunas:

Living on two dlfferent Islands = or 'Bw2i% =t Voleano and on Cahu
at Hosulpia - your most interesting gift took a littla time to Tirally reach us. ¥rs.
Derener and I Ave sinoly delirhted and havén been studyins "Art in the United States
Capitol” fron cover to cover.

tow T shall wasta your or your Secretary's time with a few remarks:

ASs & higzh school youngqter, I studied gainting, even &itending the Art Students* League

on 57th Btreet ir Bew York (ity, Then in the summer of 1919 I stucied Ilsndseape pinting
unier ¥y Hosen at the Art Colony in Wocdetock along the Yudson, Ke students would wandar
ahout with Polding ehair, ee=el, canvas and palette until we saw a view to our liking, an?
mainted ite A1l mintings of the week - perheps 100 or so = would Lo festened on the atude
1o wall for Teacher Fosen to eriticize Saturday mornine before the classe Thoush we usnelly
did pot sisr chenm, this remerkable pan knou shich eanvae belonred teo whieh stuodent by the
charagiar of the Wmush work., He wns like a fingerprint exrert. I was ore of the less aner-
getic artists, botanigins more than painting.

Rsturning home to New York City with py summer’s accomplishments our friend FHabel John=
ston, daushter of tha American artist Brown faned Tor mainting newsboys, exanined ny work,
She honestly and seriously resarkeds®Lf [ were Utto, I would not hecome a professivnal art-
iet.” I nad mense anourh to follow her advice,

Garinning to teach Betary at the University of iawail in 1925, I "discoversd™ bormn art=

ists anene my students doing Fresiman laworatory worke. furing tho 1926 geamer I hired sne,
rio¥ Mr. Izuml of Maui, to make plant drawings for a btock I intended tc write. In the sunwer
of 1929 I had four draw fer me At Voleano, in the house that the Bleiedells later bourhte
Lach yot $200 salary for the sur-er, round trip steamer fare, and keep. Ver thal tine,
This wae mood may. 1 Aid not make drawings nyself -~ I was eaployved at fawnil Matioral Park
as its Pirst Faturalist = but, thenks to past trmining, knew enoush to teach the boys who,
as artists, were for suporior to me. Anyhedy can tell who the artists were by roting their
signatures on the Arawines in my books,

ity plenty of room kelow the rortraits in your bock up through pese 130 of our matricts
and inoambents of Federal snd State offices, we wish short blographies had been added.
The books even withaut them, would be most useful for American History classes.

Fage 14 shows President Grant. My father & I sc cften welied from home along Hiverside
Drive to Crant's Tosb, The Grants had lived in the neishborhood. Years later, at & tea
on Reservoir Hoad, Weshinston, D.Ce, 1 met his daughter, then an slderly, lively princess
with an unpronouncabls nere. To bo nolite, I offered her a tray of onokies. Instead of
helping herself, she merely looked straight through mes I ceould not understand tnis rule-
reas until Kra. Anne Archbold, for whon I had botanized in the Fiii Islanda, explatned
that the princess was stone blind,
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June 17, 1979.

Prese. HeS. Irwin,
f.Y. Bot. Ga-""aﬂ'
Bronx, N.Y. 10’"‘5'50

Dear Howard:

lsa and I were really flabbergasted with the package that reached us here at
the Beachl It is very inposing. It is so flattering for us two to become listed with the
former recipients of the Garden's Distinguished Service Awanis,

Of the above honored individunls, I knew intimately cheerful Dr. & Mrs, Dodre; of course
logimeious Tom Everitt with his Kins's Enslish; serious Bd. Fulling, about whose strange
history I recently wrote lir. Longs Drs Cleasen, with whon I and others lunched on the
second floor of the Administration Building; lively Elizabeth Hall, who was no§ 2 hush=
hush Librarian; gerious Dassott & lirs. Haruire; Edwin Matske, during Harper Seminar days
At Schermerhorn 'all, Columbia University, where I was earning credits for an advanced
derree; boyish lookine Harry "fontzsre,” who now lives with a "ticker" 1ike I do; pipe-
smotine B.D. Merrill and family - the daughter Lynne was an Criental rur saleslady in
Honolulu = while he was still in the Philippines; flower-lovine lirs. Peckham; serious
"Ricky" Rickett, who acacmplished so much formulatine Rules of Rotanical Homenalature;
the Hotbins fanily, including Frs. Hobbins® fascinating elderly mother; the Seavers, who
were such good friends of my sister Irma and mej business-like bryologist Hill Steere;
"Hemerocallis” A.B. Ttout, who acted as reristrar resarding my University credits; and
the ever busy hortieulturist Henry Teuscher, when 4e came as A recent enizrant from Ger-
many to the Carden,

I knew my casual association or correspondence L.H. Bailey throush our sornon interest
in the genus Rubus, which 1s represented in the lawaiian Islands according to this expert
by a subgenus; "Red" Comp, with his blueberries; Dick Cowan, who with rs. Cowan visited
me at oy beach homej lively Tierre Dansereauj L.U. Kunkel, who had resided in the Hawai-
ian Islands; and Norman Taylor, the entertaining lecturer. To think that all of us are
considered peers ls excitings.

How the writer of the letter acconpanying the two awards knew so much about us is a
mystery. There are just two minor errors to which we bes to draw attentions I did not
“identify plants collected by For Axel Rydberg in the Rockies,” bhut identified the plants
1 had ecollected there during the sumner of 1919 while ¥desting my brother Arnin who was
raising cattaloes unsuceessfully. In fact, I collected forret-ne-nots and silenes on
Plke's Peak July 19, Wor did I identify plants collscted "by Dr. Britton's sssocistes in
the West Indies." Instead, I identified those I had collected m:,aelf in the surmer of
1920 while bieycling with Cornel) Plant Fathologist H.H. Whetzel ‘throushout Beriudn. Sets
of such specimens are in Garden cabinets.

Isa and I wish to thank you and the Board of Fanagers of The New York Botanical Garden

for a2n outstandine honor hestowed by an outstanding World institution. = g 5 (3
Aloha nui loa, - 4

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




= -'azﬁﬂﬂf

The New York Botanical Garden

Brom., New York 10455 1242) 220 8700 u k.

June 16, 1980

Dr. Otto Degener
P. 0. Box 154
Volcano, HI 96785

Dear Dr. Degener:

Thank you for your letter of June 3, 1980

re Parlatore, F. Le Specie dei Cotoni, 1866.
The Garden has a copy--in fact, it was John

Torrey's! It was thoughtful of you to offer
it to us!

Sincerely yours,

Charles R. Long, rector

Library and Plant Information Services

CRL/d

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Infernationaler Deganer-Krels - Postiach 443 - 4830 Gitersioh 1

Herrn

Dre. Otto Degener
P.0. Box 154

Volcano, Hawaii

967 85 U.S.A. Internationaler
Degener-Kreis

15. Juni 1980 -Sonntag-
Sehr geehrter Herr Drs. Degener,

vielen Dank fiir Thre Karte vom 30. Mai 1980 und Ihr Buch
"Plants of Hawaii Parks" Ausgabe 1980, welches ich be-
reits am 9. Mai 1980 erhielt. Der Zeitungsausschnitt
"The German heritage in Texas" scheint sehr interessant
zZu sein. Haben Bie inzwischen die Tonband-Kassette und
weitere Ausgaben von der IDC in Loseblattformat erhal-
ten? Ich habe Threm Neffen heute geschrieben und freue
mich, daBl er an der Genealogie DEGENER interessiert ist.
Weitere Ausgaben fiir die IDC schicke ich Ihnen als Nor-
malbrief zu. Die Nachlese von dem Treffen war sehr auf-
schluBlreich.

Ich freue mich, daB es Thnen wieder gesundheitlich gut

geht. Konnen Sie mir Ihr Buch Nr. 7 "Flora-Hawaiiensis"
zusenden? Es ist gut, daB die vielen Vorbereitungen fiir
das Treffen hinter mir liegen; es waren doch sehr grofie
Strapazen. Vielen Dank auch fiir die beiden sehr schdnen
Fotos. Somit habe ich auch einmal die Familie Ahlemann

kennengelernt.

Gestern hatten wir 300 Celsius. Heute ist es sehr feucht
und warm. Von Herrn Otto Degener aus Argentinien habe
ich noch keine weitere Nachricht erhalten. Es ist sehr
schade, daBl die Entfernung soweit ist. Ich hoffe, daB es
mir gelingt noch mehr Freunde aus allen Teilen Europas
fiir den IDK zu begeistern und als Mitglied zu gewinnen.

Mit freundlichem GruB

o W

Internationaler Degener-Kreis Heinrich Degener
Postfach 1443 - Rhedaer StraBe 39 - 4830 Gutersioh1 - Telefon 05241/51654

Hunt astitute forBotantcal Decumentation
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MAalll CUTDOOR, CIRCLE

POST OFFICE BOX 402
KAHULUI, MAUI, HAWAII 96732

RESERVATION THROUGH EEAUTIFICATION

Maul is fortunate to have a larze group of women end some men, members of the Outdoor

Circle, who are concerned not only with besutificetion of their islend but also
with the preservation of its beauty. In meny verious ways, they have helped

restore besuty that has been neerly destroyed by the rapid growth in population.

For example, they were able to assist in the restoration of Kashumanu Church by
furni shing the mesns to temove & diseased monkey pod tree end by spraying the
others on the grounds which are a part of the besuty of this church., Hale
Hoikeild needed help also with its grounds. Kesnee School wished to have more
trees for its students to plant end cere for, especially fruit trees. Bealdwin
Avenue is now getting much needed attention to the shower trees plented long sgo

by Mrs, H, A. Baldwin.

Recently, the Director of Stete Highways has listened to & request to improwe
the meintenance of both Kashurmanu Avenue end Hena Highway in the Kshului area.
Businesses on these two streets have been encouraged to cleen up end lendscape
their frontage. A County perking area was planted. Recycling of newspaper,
aluminum end tin cens, end some beer bottles that was started over two yesrs
ago has todate peid out more then $60,000.00 for trash that might otherwise have
littered perks end highways. A survey of exceptional trees ie in progress for

¥eni, lenei and Molokai.

Perheps, however, the grestest contribution to preservation has been its help to

* the Maui Zoologicel end Botenicel Gardens located between Weilulm end Kamlui.




Preservation Through Besutificetion - page 2

Around the Zoo, A Botenic Garden, dedicated to the display of endemic and indig-
genous plants, many of which are threastened with extinction, has been developed
by a men of Hewsiian sncestry, Rene Sylve, who hes spent the pest three years
collecting rare end endangered plents. The garden has become & place to which
Botanists, students of Botany, well kmown scientists of the plent world not
only of Heweii but of the Meinlend, as well es tourists to Mavi, heve come to
se¢ these native species. It has beenmid thet it is the one place at which one
can find over 200 species of netive Hawaiian plents ell together without having

to climb mountains to find themi

The Cirele's interest in this garden hes made possible o concrete walk®ay from
which to view the plents in = new section recently esteblished, It hms sssisted
in the creation of g Hibiscus Garden of rare native species arrsnged by Sylve

in round beds each encesed in verious types of rock found on the island. It has
provided material for signs to identify the verious plants, It is a gerden well

worthwhile visiting when one comes to Meni - & master work of preservetion,

Helen Toms
Jume 1979
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CABLE ADDRESS: ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE)

"SOUTHPACOM.'' NOUMEA
TELEPHONE : 28.20.00

TSOUTHPACOM."” NOUMEA
TELEPHONE: 28-20-00

SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION COMMISSION DU PACIFIQUE SUD

POST BOX D.5 BOITE POSTALE D.5
NOUMEA CEDEX NOUMEA CEDEX
NEW CALEDONIA NOUVELLE-CALEDONIE
In reply, plaase quote  PUB 2/4 14 June 1979

FLEASE ADDRESS REFLY TO
THE SECRETARY-CENERAL

Dr Otto Degener
Waialua

Oahu

HAWAII 96791, U.S.A.

Dear Dr Degemer,

Thank you for your letter of 30 May 1979. I am sure that the
Volkermuseum in Berlin will much appreciate your celebrating your 80th
birthday by donating to them your copy of the SPC Handbook Handicrafts of
the South Seas.

At your request, I am sending a sample copy to the Naturhistorisches
Museum in Vienna, noting that one of the main purposes of this handbook is
to facilitate purchase, by museums and others interested, of the handicrafts
of the Pacific. By copy of this letter, I am letting the Museum know also
that further copies of the handbook itself may be purchased from the South
Pacific Commission.

I join you in hoping that the handbook will help the Museums to
build up their already impressive collection of currently available artefacts,
and look forward to receiving further news of your activities.

Yours sincerely,

e (%

Bess Flores
Librarian

BF/mc

P.S. Many thanks for the note about Mrs Marshall Lovett. I believe that
the Lovett family, which has now spread to America and Australia, came from
the Channel Islands, There were Lovetts in Massachusetts in the late C18-19,
connected with the shipping trade.

cc. The Naturhistorisches Museum
Burgring 7, Al0l4
VIENNA, Austria

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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oo Congress of the United States ig
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Washington, D.E. 20515

June 13, 1979

Dr. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii 96791

Dear Otto:

Mahalo for forwarding a copy of the letter from the
German botanists, and the copy of your postage stamp. I
am sure it is heartwarming for you to know that your
efforts are appreciated.

Thank you also for your kind support of our legisla-
tive efforts. I, too, realize that one important natural
resource in Hawaii is our rare and beautiful plant life.
Your guotation of Dr. D. Herbst, however, put the value
of preserving rare plants in a new and intriguing light.
The importance of protecting these "international
treasures,” as you so aptly put it, is key not only in
terms of sustaining the tourist industry, and our way of
life in general, but is also important in terms of
future experimentation, and the progress that could result
from it.

You may be assured that I will continue my efforts
towards preserving the plant life that we all value so
highly. Thank you again for taking the time to write.

#ith best wishes and alcha,

Singmrely,

ced o e G
Member of Congress

CH:kmE
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: ; e DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGENER -

h 68-817 Crozier Drive i

Waialua, Oahy; Hawaii {

96791 U.S: A
11levie?9.
Hier sind einime Anresunzen fOr oinen eventusllen Artixel bei der \Dawe fir die Frank= | |
furthr Alleezaine Zeltunc. !
ul ;

auf die Insel H2waii heschrinkt. Yontineniale Iflanzen, die urspriinzlich dle iavawsfisten bo=
siadelien kages, viellsicht =a-che tavesksinlich sehon vor 25,000,000 Jahren; zer Jfindjy er
“asser; und per ZusyArelivansroct, ontueder auf den Fadern und Beinen oder in {hren Darae

Jin isoliarte fa=s dor [noeln und anders cekolozischen Redintuncan S8rdertentdie Entulck- |
lune siner endenise=n Plora und Founa, Diese hatten veniz wlederstandfinipgiett un sloh |
gezen Farasiten, Fflanzenkran®heiten und exotische Bindvinglinge bebaupten Su nissen. ”

¥ie bekannt, sind dis “2waiischen Inseln vulkanischen Ursprunges. voltanisuus ist joizt 1

Die ZerstBrung der hawaiischen Flora und Fauna began als Polynesiex vor ein paar tousand. < i
Jahren die Inselrn entiackten, und sich mit ihren Tieren wis funde, Schaaine und Huhnern an= |
sledelten, Auch uneruilaschte Polynesische Fabten wurden von ihnen elnceschlepct, warscheins ]
lich in Haufen ven Yelosnilssen im tepeltlanus verborsen. Schwelne verw'lderten hald unid, nicht |
nur frassen dje Fflnanzen, sonden zersibrten die inrzeln nit lhren withlen. Dle Hatten frassen: |
Friichte uni Dapen. Ule Tolynesier, nach mehrersn Generatlonen lawalier gFeworden, vernlchteten |
viels Endemiten mit ihren Ackeshauw von Zuckerrohr, Taro, Bapanen, Drotfruchtbiume und anderen |
ritzpflanzen, Sleh rachten auch Feuer welches viele grosse Strecken zertorts. So ist dle Ham. .
valische Flera von u~sefilhr 100,000 Tava Piarerosamen (DlGhtenrflanzen) gtwa mur Helfte in I
pear iousand Jahren vernichtet xorvian, ;

*

In 1778 nit Cook’s Fesueh wurden die Tnseln flir Buronfer und Aslaten geBPfnet. Heute, pach ;
nur 200 Jahren, sind vielleicht nur 30,000 Taxa Bbriz geblieben, viele nicht sinmal von den
wenlsen 2otaniiorn thichifr ntudiert? Einteo Jclinde flir Jas beschleunizte Aussterben singy
Ackertang Viehzneht; eiseflinrte Unl—Auter und Jartenpflanzen die, wia ZeDe, Lantanu, ver-
w#ilderten; schidliche Insekten, Filanzenkraaknsiten; eineeflirrte Zilesen, Rehe, Sehafe, (ouf-
leaz, undauf der wentlichen iR1P4e der Insel Nolokal, sorar eine Menamerie afritenischer
ierg-ac-wie-Siratfonl——r—r—— : . e == = e

|
|

=y

Din varblelhande end=nizche Flora hat woer-dx Zuninfs mebr, Jet t fallen dip Urilaer Jen
Pulldezer znn Cofore flir das PPlansen von Muealyntustuie urd Kisfern TMr Hxrort nach len
Crient ir Tapker un? IArpe; und Banrfarne varden in der (rchideenindustriz vorSrmushie ]

Varsuche dissen Holchaust au ve-hinfarn Fat bis ietat nur wanie sahglfen. Aker Y-=or pokp I
Slpwohner dar Inseln wo-~n Tdealistus, urnd viele wesen der DnerZeurune dass die Touristanimives
tri2 1ntden ylinde, 22178, Un die Truricterdollar an 2n locken sfissen dle hosallspken faueln
havaiisch hlelnen min der wrsoprinslichen Floya und Fauna so intacht wle molich,

)
|}
|
Aloha Ce, & Ia Do l
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DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGEMER
P.O. Box 134
Volcano, Howail
96785 U.5 A

. L June 11, 1880..

DRS. oo & ISA
DE
Dear Miss Hosher: P.O. Box ja4 GENER

chccno H W
i _Plsase rush me lu boxes of 24 capies to 96785 0.:95 -

and i |
- Or. dsg Lafi..... i =
“Nr I L1- (15
10 boxes of 24 copies to &
- - Sy Coh
:. thﬂl Usa -
By “rushy" I don't mean by first class mail. T Bave m;y two boree nf bonks “Mm'
&L 'sl‘::'rorr schedule with completion of the new sdition of the book Lesause of that
us-t,—alaeytem -on-the eilvereword, Way not print the 480 covies froa the present nage
_praoﬂ'gqu have on hand and just attch the old Chaster of the s8 to it7 If you feel a=

aha'ne delets ral‘erenos to AR &s the printar. It doaa not mttar if some errors T8 in

80 order may occur as the books w1l be used 1n ela.as_. and the studants will
most likely throw their ;rimy copies away after their final examination. I really
~ prefed this nsw version to ¥¢ reprinting the archaic one over apaime 1

this he B

. My taxdiness_ is due to. illness culminating in five daya hupitaliaatiou. Bt -now.

811.
But, mgf-ar,_iﬁ.y_n?n live @nag enough to die of heart fail failure: Sunday, Wre. Degener
& I stoppe: at a near-by dead end stre=t to ;ive our doys a run and $n botanize a lit-
“tie 'wlien someone shot twice in our directions A= we heard no hunting dogs; we susvect |
34 qu; an i1l1lieit mard juana grower sarning us to leava, fie. did. Tais illesal d{ndustry is

now mI:e important than growing sugarcanel
: 4

have the page proofs probably 99% correct. Please just add the ss chapter and go
to nr*ns. 5y this time you yourself are an expert on our Hational Parks. Don't feel so |

““’d“?‘"a need the new 1980 copyrizht notice. o

In|l.nn Arbor I guess death‘(ba via a vinlent auto. nera,s instead of dyim- nrmrurtnhly

in ‘neq.. I may die with my boots on; a hu.lgimr alant pmaa and a bullet in some vital

ss0t of ny anatomy.
I =
| chser up: life is interesting & full of surprises,

P.S; Mre« Dus « I will wors over one of tnasa -180 onuias m: our e e, and isT a4 new
edition of several 1,000 copiss IF we are etill alive & printing ->rir.=as don't go sky
hizh, |
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DANIEL K. INOUYE
HAWAIL

AVlnifed Dlafes Denafe

ROOM 13, RUSSELL SENATE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-3934

June 11, 1979

Dr. Otto Degener
P.0. Box 154
Volcano, Hawaii 96785

Dear Dr. Degener:

Thank you very much for sharing with me your communication
from Germany.

As you know, I am also much concerned about protecting
the remaining endemic plants of Hawaii. I am presently
involved in ensuring that the approximately 900 Hawaiian
plants proposed as endangered species are adequately pro-
tected under the Endangered Species Act.

I have not received further information regarding the
harvesting of Hapu'u in the forests of the Big Island.
However, please be assured that I will contact you as
soon as I receive further information.

I am most appreciative of all you and your wife have
done. Thank you once again for taking the time to share
with me your further views on the protection of Hawaii's
endemic plants.

Aloha,

DANIEL K. INO
United States

DKI:vgbf
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DRS. OTTO & iSA DEGENER
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waiullm, QOahu, Hawaii
96791 U.S. A

June 8, 1979,

dear Fr. Trausa; 3

brs, Derener & I wish to conrratulate ‘#ﬂ vou for your intereatine
Advertiser artinle about the detalis you glve cesardidr’ our new mawmit posiise stanpe
I'imre ars some errors and onlssiona to whileh e wish to dyaw your atteption.

e are ready to distribute 10U or more xeroxes of your articie tc over 75 botanioal
Institutions of the Jorld, asd to a sirinkling of botanistss conservationists and ln=
terwmgtad custoners f our bots,

Before we distoibute in savelopss rushed to their destinatlonn by the Hawall epdedis
stanp, we hops you will jublish & second article whlch we can then include 1n ths sams
envelops, Do lat us know i€ your kditor can oblige us dally readers. Bhould such a
be inconvanient, we shall bs glad to write our own review of your article for publica-
tion in the international lasasine Fhytolosla,.

The adnlrable facts in your article wm peed not esumsmate. We want you to know that
our Flors fnsaiisssis doos N1 state that Lhe speclies was recsntly rediscoversd EToiting
on the siopes of luuna Loa. That 1s too tad for our readers. But with a loose-lsaf format
thls sheat oan bs renrintad to met it up~to=dats, 'ow for our conments:
1.The ipstitutions to which your articlss (or the present ona fros you & ons Froe Iirs Da,
A ne) 70 to inskltutlons on enclosed 1ist.

2» Thal & "botanist had to Fly 211 the vay from Hawall to Washinston to tell the arsiat
in the rostage stasp faclory how to draw ure .lant® is pure bunks i'he drawing, by the way,
1= atrocious. e Dessners ! ir. Gurn, Tedernl sead speeiallst in Washineton, 421lustrated
the plant in our Flom ilawalisnsis ns oaTly as lune 1C, 19700 Just coupara our flower,
drawn patural sise, with the ness on ths slanp.

3+ Yow stupld oan we #at? According to "Standandized Flant Mases” ;ublished by Kelsay &
dayton of Yaghincton, Dels I met the latier ai Lhe Suithsonian TRNY YSAYE Ar0), over

50 Vicia kinds (Lo shich our endecic balongs) are comonly known ns "vétohs® #ho blun=

dered to blek out the lolo nace 'bor?umn" for the stanp just because ons aln=le %ind

of vetch has that nase? If you will loo at our draulns of June 10, 197U, you will see

the bean is rather slender,

4. This vetch was deseribed & naned corcectly by Sprengel in 1626, and mentionsd 1n (rint
by Asa Gray in 1754, “Grage mann Jre, in 1806, i'4ileorand in 1585, Fectaushey in 1917,
Fock 1n 1920, Srottarere in 1931,5elling in 1947, eadd Spyuns Dasaners & Cunn in 1970, Wy
plek oul Purbes and omit all others:

5e Gur 1llustrated deseription, published ir cur Flora Hake, in sz edition of 2,50, hash
been in the public 1%2 since June 10, 197G. £ hundred copdes were disiriluted to lead-
inr bot. institutions= the florld. & mmdle of such fasololas contaivine the sheet has
been avatlable from us Tor 810 sincs thst date. Pour article should not “eve besn so con=
splcuous in i-noring our rublication, thich is the nost conplete aa to drawior & text

to data,

6. That the plant "is probably the most snianrered speciss in’ Hawaflr 45 Y**' = ¢ o
Cur flora is relativels untpown ns atstistics shoste Flezoe read encloesd "Aprmiical of
#availan Taxonory enclosed. 4 coupla of thousand species are rore or leas sndanrared
sin’lar to Lthe vetgh.

leinn subscriters to the Advertiser, we hope to read your second article ghout the
ndesic llauall Vetch", It 1 endentc to the I1sland of Hnwaii only. (Yere it Pound on the
other i1slands as well, its prover nase would ce the "kpiraic Hasm)ian Vatehl) e hore you
¥ill have siace to mrint our illustration, riving credit whare oredit is dues

As you are not a botanist & are probubly bored .o teath about Viein, pleasc sail this

literature to an ¢leemosynary institution, and set a tax credit for yo » de consider
our tine spent of aome velue 85 "work.” All bot. corvssrmac.-—r= rabs esimded Lr the archiv
~r e bes Dl e ¥ . W -w. = -y ey * nes -
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284 PHYITOLOOGTIA Vol. 37, mo. b

trict of Hawaii. Even a lay person knows that a planting of Eueal
tus and Pinus, with their fallen, resinous leaves and needles, pro-
duces a surrounding area devold of a hsalthy understory of duff pro-
ducing water-holding underbrush harboring endesle birda and other ea-
demic animals. Today, & casual hour's flight by helleopter ahovs 5,000
feet ground level will disclose numerous, extensive bulldozed and
clear-cut arcas in midst of the remnant pative foreats where opocif=
ic endemics were flourishing in small cireumseribed ecological niches.
Tress oven naw are being harvested as "Wood chips for pulp or fuel,”
aad thus sold to countries in the Oriont via foreigm bottomn - we now
lack a merchant marine = which wisely prafer to sacrifice our forests
to their own. What ferociocus, uneducated Islanders we must be in con=
trast to rofined, intelligent iainlandnra who went oo far - $co far I
believe = to hold up the conatructicn along the St. John Rlver of tha
ong and three tenths billiem ($1,300,000,000) Dickey-Lincoln hydroo=-
lactric project because the last known station of the Furbush lousc-
wort, an endangered Maine snapdragon; was in Joopardy!

With the Lmminent decline of the suparcana and plneapple planta-
tions, there is room for a lusber industry on abandoned “"supar” and
"pine" landa at 1 T elevations, Thia is especially convincing mince
August 1977 when local newspapars admonished us o reduce our wates
usage voluntarily 10% or it shall become mandatary. I find no loglo
for wiping out olr remaining ouperb native watershed forests with
their endemic biota as hao been done, for example, on the privately
O%ned, once~fascinating Island of larai by bulldozing parallel atrips
through it and planting rows of exotic Pinur| Expressed differontly,
it is replacement of a verdant, blologically almost unknown foreat
that is far more valuable intellectually than the entirn surface of
maon and mars with 4 monotonous stand of "wead trees" with no move
interest {0 ¥an than how nany boardfect or tons of woodechips they
will produce {n 20-60 years.

n "

The above complaint is like futile howling in tha wildernsss. Tie
ghould be realistic and learn from History: Just as drunken orples dur-
ing Prohibition Daye were not ended by tha Yolstead Act, oo am I con-
vinced conservation laws and repulations will not prevent the imminent
externination of nost Hawaiian endemics by exotie weeds and misplaced
industries, This annihilation being inevitable by fllielt or legal
means, botanists - and zoolopdists should emulate them - of the Vorld
should at least prusorve Hawalian specimens NOW %o add to museum col=
lections where they can be studied by appreciative future generations.

In summary, I implore collearues to cone,

HELP

SAVE Ti SVIIILING BRIERIC FLORA OF Tl HANAIIAN ISLANDS
AT LEAST AS (LSSARIUM SPECIMENS FOR MUSEULS OF THE WORLD

10N
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HONOLULU, HAWAL %522

June 9, 1380

Dr. otto Degener
P. 0. Box 154
Voleano, Hawaii 96785

Dear Dr. Degener:

Thank you for your lecter of May 29, I, too, enjoyed meeting w!th you and
Mrs. Degener, and 1 understand your decision not to change your estate plans.
If, at some time ir the future, you and Mrs, Degener would like to explore further
the Possihilisy of atilizing the University of Hawai{i Foundation to establish
the Otto and TIsa Degener Professorship, I would be delighted to work with you,

Neither the University nor the Feundatlon =Ze, at this time, able to
purchase vour Manna Property for the price rou are asking. With respect to
your Manoa property, I think you should seciously consider establisning a
charitable remainder annuity or unitrust. Because you ultimately inteund to
leave your estates to a charitable organizaticn tn Perpetuate your work and
because your Manoa property has highly appreciated and ls under-productive,
the advantages of such 4 trust to you could he significant, If you weére to
sell the Property, you would incur a substantial gain. 1If a trusiee were to
sell the Property, there would be no capiral paing tax., All of the property
would remain in the Lrust to provide vou and Mrsg. Degener and her mother with
an income for life. You would enjoy a charitable deduction for the value of the
charitable remaindec. This deduction on yevr ipcome tax rcturns could be used
to the maximum exten- permitted by law in rhe year of the gift, with the unused
charitable deduction carried forward for er additional five years. Neediess tou
add, 1if you consider such & pussibility, vou should sesk YOuUT own tax counsel.

Best wishes for the summer. dope we have the oppertunity to talk again.

incergly,

\0 Ay
orald C. r

Jirector of Development
DCM:ith
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I just feel in the nmood to wacte your tisme 4 mine with the present effusinn = pere
baps it is good for mental health. I =ust wait watil 4t ie time to walk' o the post-
office = good for physical health & I do plck up endesmic monses, lichens & ramts along
the way. When back, I shall teckle the [enue Argyroxiphium seriously. We have sone exe
cellent photos wnich we want for Pl. Haw., sheets just as soon me we can finance the
printing. Hy IATLATED hospitaisation bill came to 55,000, and we do not yet know how
much of this HMSAs efcs; will absorb. You don't realize how valuable I am. Wei hing
abaut 175 lbees that means I should be worth about $30 ner lhes on the hoof,

I sapy ¥ou know that Few Yoxrk & St. Louis, as of tais date, are %o be inwolved
with a thill, local group, hopefully the "Degesers' Flora Mawmaiicnsis Trust," in fure
thering the production of our Fl. Hawe., nov strusgling alon: in the seventh BOOK
(two=thirds completed),

The University of Haw. Foundetion, throush their present impeccable Donald Mair,
has broached us with apparently good susgections for which we frel we are not yet
prapared. Moraover, we thou ht it misht be wise for jdur business office to have a
serox copy of this letfer overleaf in your "Degener file" in case of sone unlikely
common disaster to Isa & me, ¥ew York's & St. Louis' business experts mi ht conteme
plate esone of Mr. Mair's su .estions,

Incidentally, ve are not interested in establishing a Degener Professoxrship nor hav-
ing our acssets used to construct a bullding or finance puxchiace of herb. cabinets.
Ve are interected pure & simple in our Fl. Hawaifensis (fincluding Fl Hawaiiana) nore
or less in the form already bequn. Ve expect it AETER to be conplated as it in to ine
elude membors of the entire Plant Zingdom as found, native and exoticy in this archi=
pelago,

Isa & I have been residents of the Haw. Islande a total of about B0 Yyoars, and
have learned to lack confidence in many of the humans & their institutions here,
Mussuwa Director & Univ. President conspived to prevent my writing a local Flora on
my own time & funds in 1927 - I have had tachycardia since 19281 Nevertheless, I do=
posited thousands of dollars worth of Haw.y & PLjil hexrb., specinens at the nusoum, &
in too many cases lack access to thamjit just hapsens that "some one is monographing
the group." The late Amy Greenwsll, who worked on Book 5 with me in Hew York, hee
queathed her home and cash %o the museum for study ¥ display of aboriginal cultizena.
A former Diroctor,; scoording to a surviving relative; tried to broak the Will, would
you txust such an institution with a bequest? By the way, this musews mas entablished
durine the last Century, and vas not aceredited by the AEsn., of Wupeuns until about
ten yeare ago. The Uaiversity, on the other hand, o this day has plagiarized my pote
boiler Plants Haw. Mat. Parks quite = bit, reducing my income on sale of my copies,

A Pennsylvania enport in such matters, considered tne printing plagiarized, naintaine
ing that nmention of me & title in thue Nibliozraghy io not sulfiocieat %o cancasl the
Accusation, Isa & I are too old & busy to fichty but it would be the duty of the Truse
tes to protect the assets, and probably et things untangled in Court. The Univ.s
sells the ocopy for §5,00 and, being used in class, haes a captive audience of hundreds.

The bottleneck, as we see it, is that the local Fousdation can chaxge an unspecl-
fled ammount for extra cervices. Should an unserupulous Trustee in some decades hence
or & Centuxy from mow get cantrol, why can't he milk the Prust day? I dnow as T am a
Trustee of three beguests of a late brotier and the beneficiary of one established by
ny father in 1916, Trustees ave just about all-powerful without adequate check This
last in shich I am beneficiary has Just about been nilked dry. By the way, the concern
that set 1t up had as associates famous Hixon & idtchell. Thourh the Trustee got the
& fee mannually established to attend to pbffling routine work, he charged benefiocie
aries for bookin; and attorney fees on top of it all, Isa & I own three valuable foe
simple properties. The one at the teach will have multimillion dollar vialue as & sece
ond Waikiii hotel site It must NEVER be sold, but only leased as it is the financial
nest eyg for our Trust. An unserupulous Foundation or Trust officer aights with ate
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tomey comnivance - soms of our good officers of the law & Jud;es ssem appointed with
nDepotisn in Backsround = sell the property mors or less at presnt modest tax value &
then have a friend reap a fortuie a fsw years lator at the Flora Hawaii{ expense.

I wmaié hnepitalized last month, now having a nice, smallish pacesmaler %o control my
tachycardia, I fosl fine and live mBer actively, Moat of $he Degener siblings sur-
vived info the ai{ddls ei;hties; and =y hrother, after an active, hazpy 1life, died of
heart arrest last Novemter at 961 Do you realize that Yea & I may not die pleasantly
2t all of hesrt azxrest, Wt may bo shott when mistaken as a revennnanoooger or wild
plsl That will sotivate the Fl. Haw. Frust imsediate.y,

‘l.m’

e A

~
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SPARK M, MATSUNAGA
AR

MAJORITY WHIP
= CHAIRMAN, SUBCOMMITTIE ON
‘f“%?: " COMMITTEE O FIRAWCE
| " AWUlnifed Dlates Henale e
| ol WASHINGTON, D.C. 2510 O TURAL RSO
| HomoLms, Hawsn  seary col TEEoH

June 7, 1979

Dr. Otto Degener
| 68-617 Crozier Drive
| Waialua, Hawaii 96791

Dear Dr. Degener:
Re: Endangered Species
Receipt of your recent communication

addressed to Senator Spark Matsunaga is
hereby acknowledged.

Please be assured that it will be
brought to the Senator's attention at the
earliest possible moment.

Yours Truly,

Coatzms—

C. Matano (Ms.)
Administrative Assistant
to Senator Matsunaga

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



5 Juni 1979,

Sehr gzeshrter Herr Zepernick:

Wir haben Ihren Eiebenswilrdigen Brief erhalten und danken
Ihnen und Ihren Kollegem herzlichst fiir Ihre Aufmerksam keit. Das kiinst lerisch ausge~
fiihrte Glckwunschschreiben und der Umschlag mit seltenen Briefmarken beklebt, haben uns
sehr arfreut. Heute erhielten wir vom Berliner Museum eine gzweiten GlUckwunsch der auch
so schBn ausgefihrt war,

Es wire nett pach Berlin zur 300*Jahr-Feier zu reisen, aber es ist im Moment ffir mich
Zu anstrengend,

Die Bihliotheken von Hunt, Carnegie Mellon University, FPittsburgh, Pennsylvania und
von New York Botanischen Garten haben Archive an der wir urnsere Briefe und Hanuskripte
zur Aufbewahrung senden., Ich erinnere mich, dass die Hunt Bibliothek fiberglficklich war
gwischen den Papieren vom verstorbene JaI's Rock, dle sie erworben hatten, seinen alten
Reisepass gu finden. Dadurch komnten die Daten seiner Orientreisen zenau festgestellt

werden. Sopar Weinachtskarten von Botanikern kBnnen von Niitzen sein weil aufenthaltsorte
und Daten daraus hervorsehn, <

Fals der Artikel Wber die endemischen Flora und Fauma von Hawaii in der Frankfurter
Zeitung erscheinend sollte, seien Sie doch bitte so freundlich und senden uns eine Kople
davon. Wir werden den Artikel ins Engligche tibersetzen und den hiesiren zeitungen geben,
Es wlede den Lesern in Hawail zeigen dass Pflanzen die Leute und ihr Vieh nich essen oder
fressen kbnnen ideellen werd haben, Durchschnittlich ist unsere BevBlkerung mehr prake
tisch als intellektuell geneigt. Die Touristenindustrie kann das verbessern,

Aloha nui loa,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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June 4, 1979, .

WAIALUA, DAHU, HAWAI

Dear Librarian:

After the Int. Bot. Congress met in Edinburgh some years ago, lrs. Degener &
I wers most interested to visit your Library in Burlinzton House,

I have been working toward a Blor: Hawaliensis ever since I visitsd the Hawaliar Islands
in 1922, Mrs Degener & I Are now working on Book 7 of this series. Fany of the plants col-
lected for this study have been deposited as a gift at Kew.

We are confused regarding the status of a native lycopod locally known as "Lycopodium !
gernuum L.". We are further perplexed that Linnaeus in Sp. Pl. 2: 1103. 1753, cites |
"Habitat in Ind1is." It is annoying that H. NHessel In his "Die Barlavprewlichse," P. 353.

1939, states that "Der Typ ist Afrika heimiszch."

Of course, here in the Hawaiian Islands we are ase handicapped for lack of herbaria and
literatura. Nevertheless, we wish to try to untangle the status of our local taxon, taking
advantage of the kindness of Dr. A. LBve of California to help us.

Have you Linnaeus' type of L. cernuum? If so, can you mail me a photo of the sheet? Flease
let me know the charme, i

Aloha,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Jardin Botanique National de Belgique

Domaine de Bouchout . » j
B.-1860 MEISE (Belgique) Le 2 i 19,70

SPJodyy;s
Le Jardin Botanique National de Belgique a I'hon-

neur d'accuser réceptionde . 1 colis

contenant 15 spécimens d'herbier
que vous avez bien voulu lui envoyer :

A Monsieur Dr.Ctto Degener
padiat s o patos: P.0.Box 154

_ VOLCANO, HAWATT
échange - den~pewediicsminatian 96785 U, S As
et vous en remercie vivement.

LE CHEF DU DEPARTEMENT 14 spécimens d'herbier spermatophytes
SPERMATOPHYTES-PTERIDOPHYTES, 1 n f bryoohytes
ot e Ty Coll.Ctto Desener.

¥

Nt e e
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Nationale Plantentuin van Belgié

Domein van Bouchout
B-1860 MEISE (Belgié)

De Directie van de Nationale Plantentuin van
Belgié heeft de eer U de goede ontvangst te
melden van de door U verstuurde zending:

bevattend

lening Nr . terugkeer Nr
uitwisseling - gift ter determinatie.
Zij dankt er U oprecht om.

HET DEPARTEMENTSHOOFD
SPERMATOFYTEN-PTERIDOFYTEN.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

De

Aan

19




=

Fronm Noore, A.¥W. Moffeann's Naimatochare, translation and commentary. Hew. Journ. Hist,. .
1211~27. 1978, *lloffmann met Chanlsso 1n the fall of 1814 when the formor returned to
borlin to resume his lopal career which had boen disrupted by the Mapoleanic Wars. iIn
3 #roup of intellectusls and artists thdy collaborated on literary projects until Chanlsso
1:2 Ol;_lt.he Burik expedition in 1815. They resumed their conpanionship in Berlin in Nove
enber 1715,

¥hile Chanisso was on the Rurik expedition he spent seversl weeks in fasnii (Hovenber
21 to December 14, 1916 and Septesber 27 to Cot. 14, 1517) but his sojourns never stimu=
lated g'in to write any fictlon about Mawaii or to taclude a lawaiian theme in his o=
eiry.” Insediately after hls return from the voyage, howevor, he completed a series of
of scientific essays which were incorporated as Bemerkungen und Ansichten® (llemarks and
({g:;m) in the official Rurik expedition rerort by Otto von Kotmebue and published in

Chanisso entertained his circle of friends, Hoffmann among them, with persopal ime
pressions froa his boyage, and the extent of his conversation onﬁ be estirated fron his
Tazebuch (Journal) which, however, was not published until 1836.% toffmann, easlly stig-
ulated, but factually oriented and thorough in his background rescerch, was intrigued by
what he heard from Chamisso and he began to create a fictional voyage of his owne For
this work he made use of Chanisso's docunentation, including the botanical and ethno-
rrathic collections which he had brourht tack from the expedition. Chanisso had also
Just acquired the works of several explorers and sclentists: — — - -

Within & few weeks after Chamisso's arrival in Berlin, foffmann had worked out a yplan
for & new tale and in February, 1719, he sent an outline to Chamisso about the opuscule
which fas to tecore Halmatochare. ile also requested numerous detailss = = = = ((Ps 15})

_ Hoffeann's other scientist is namod after the botanist or the Vancouver expedition to
Hawail, Architald Henaies, who 214 eviensive research in the lolands and reputedly had
a 'massion for plants.’ Chamisso had an opiortunity to inspect fensles® collections in
Lordon durins the layover of the returning Burik in the summer of 1818 and he wrote about !
him as follows: ;
Archibald Mensies, the scientist on the Vancouver expedition made various botanleal ex= :
cursions onto the nountains of )-inihl and Fauwl (Hawall aod Faul)s Wis collections ave, !
together with pany cother treasures, still buried in Banks® (3ir Joseph Banks?) herbariun. |
Be 17¢|Whether this selectlon of pames was decided on by Hoffmann and/or Chanisso is hard
to say - for Chanlsso, it was undoubtedly a retter of respect, ospecially in regard to
¥anehameha,'I an yroud to have had the honor of a handshake with tharee of the ﬁ“t nen
of the past era = K.mehaneha, 3ir Joseph Banks and Lafayette®, wrote Chanisso. F.19.
Chanisso's buch gives an insight into the existence of scientists who went on ex-

peditions to ic and it also sheds 1ight on the gemesis of the rivalry theme in
Hoffmn'!.lia%#ﬁ. First Chanisso introduces his twe colleagues separately and then
he contrasts s indicating the deteriorating norale on board.

'In Copenhagen I reported te the captain aboand the Burlk on August 9y 1815, Alone with
me came Lieutenant Wormskiold and he too was accepted by Captain von Kotsebue, aprarently
bacauge von Kotazebue noticed the sreat harmony which vrevailed between Woreskilold and amy-
selfs”” fn board also was Ivan Ivanovich Eschacholts, the ship's surgeon who was like=
wise a naturalist and entomo t. fle was a young doctor from Dorpat, sonewhat reserved
but noble and As good as fold.'™ Eschscholiz and I we were able to study, make observa-
tions and sather new specimens in complete harmony. Thave was always an open exchange of
materials and ideas between use As soon as one had made a discovery he would call the o=
ther to witness and to shares I have to say that it was different with Hormskiold. He pre-
ferrad, as it 1s frequently the case anong sciontists, a state of envious rivalry to the
cooperative relationship which I had suspested to him and which jprevalled between Esche
scholtz and myself® llothing reseubling the catastrophe deplcted in Haimatochare befell the
rivalling scientists on the Rurik, but Chamisso vas frustrated by the mers presence of
Vormsklolde *I remember locking Into the desolate Lare rocks of Staaten Island (near
Cape forn) and almost wished to be taken in a 1ittle boat away from the furik and aban-
doned gn that wintry isolation just to be relieved of his (Hornskiold's) torturing pres-
ence.)? Fortunately, Wornskiold left the expedition - - - before the Rurik headed for fa=

wail. 9-16
Chamisso did not nind telling anecdotes whirh showed his own short-conings and errors,
and Hoffmann apparently utilized one of them for his work. - = = Charisso had been searching

through the *fortile valley between Hana~ruru® for rare botanical specinens. Fortunately
fer Chamisso, his *rarn find' which turned out to be experinentally planted rice, deflated

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



e = _— T e

11y temporarily his professional pride and did not lead to 2 fatal tluelgu in ;
fes?' case. The seedlings which Chamissc had mistaken for some ilaualian herb
ed up for his collectlon belonged to the san from whom he exjected enthusiasa £

ual discovery, lon Francisco de faula %tilh a gentlesan-agriculturist who t‘wﬂ
pisso, but did not forget the incident. P.22 ]
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University of Hawaii at Manoa
Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program
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University of Hawaii at Manoa
J Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program
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68-617 Crozicer Drive..
Waialua, Oahu, Hawgii
96791 US. A
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l VILLE DE @ GENEVE
v
CONSERVATOIRE GENEVE, le 30 mai 1979.
ET
e s N e e e RS
68 - 617 Crozier Drive
HERBIEAS BOISSIER, DE CANDOLLE HATALUA

ET DELESSERT REUNIS Hawaii 96791

DIR.: PROF. JACQUES MIEGE USA.

We have received the materiel listed below and we much appreciate
including them in our herbarium where they will constitute a valuable
addition.

Please accept our most grateful thmi;s.

The Director:

12 spécimens d'Hawaii h ‘VA\%‘K
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Hawaly CowscavationisT Howosep

. Dr. Otto Degener was commended by the Ha-
Wai1 State Senste in a resslution adopted “n

Sen
e 42, 1979 for his cutstEnding seérvics ta

Ha¥ail over five and one-half decadss as a
botanist, author and conservationist. The
resolution was intorduced by Senator John S.
Carroll and signed by 23 senators.

Among Dr. Degener's signal contribuiens,
the reselution points cut the following:

"Dr. Degener's many works, including
Plants of Hawii Notional Park and the seven-
volume Flore Fameaiiernsis, comprise an un-
paralleled collection of information on plant-
life in Hawaii, and stand as a remar¥able
resource in itself to students, teachers,
scientists, and laymen alike, both locally
and world-wide, . .

"Dr. Degerier has been an inspiration to
countless others in teaching thé values of
native ecosystems, in encouraging study of
Hawaiian plants, and in recruiting new work-
ers for protection of native wildlife and
Plants. . . :

"Dr. Degener stood alone for most of
the past fifty years as a voice in the
wilderness, steadily appealing year after
year for recognition of Hawaii's botan-
ical wonders and conservation of their
habitats, having no peer in his unshake-
ahble, deep commitment to Hawaii's natural
environment. . . 3

“Dr. Degener has been tireless in
his forthright, fearless efforts to
educate and influence government officials,
developers, journalists, other conserva-
tionists, and the general public to seek
protection of pative habitats from the
bulldozer, feral mammals, introduced game,
and introduced weeds that naturalize in
our native forests. . .

“All of us who care about the natural
beauty and special qualities of these
islands that set Pawaii apart in the work
of nature owe a bottomline debt of grati-
tuvde to Dr. Degener for his lifetime
perseverance in relating humankind to the
natural environment upon which we ulti-
mately depend for survival as a species. . .*

Otto Degener was a charter member of the
Hawaii Auvdubon Society at beginning in 1939
and a long-time friend of George C. Munro, co-
founder of the Society.

As many readers will know from their publi-
cations, for the last 25 years Drs. Otto and
Isa Degener have worked together as a team of
botanists in both research and writing. Con-
gratulations and alohal

Mae E. Mull
Tsland of Kawaii Representative
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It is unfortunate that most residents of !mi lbt are m fe
¥are that the pore intellectual (rot "smart®) pecple of the
liorld realise that our native Hmwmiian flora is beins extersinat
ed. By many of such ferein-rs e are thouht of As scrmdat
rrizitive South Seas Islaniers.

In & about Gewmany peonle imow about us mainly because of,

. 1. Cha=isso®s (fAussian ship Hurik) collactiors (:P16-'1‘?J now
derosited ir Laninsrad (uhare wa say then in 1075 ot the Int.
Bot Conpreas), and from his writines about ‘aw., in Cernman.
2. Vayen's visit hers in 1831, and his writinss about the Haw.,
flora ir German. Ar exonllent book for its tipe, BUT vho could
read Gernan in the I=lards at that tipe?
3. #illebrand's collections(1751-'71) and bis axcellent "Flora
of tha aw. Islania” nov on sals 1n a new miition. [t s prict-
ad after hig death in 1P78 in w and FUNY, in the inglath
lanmuasze !
b, J.¥, Rock's collections in the sarly 20th Century, and his
excalleant book on "Indis, Trees Haw. Islands,” row on 2ale in a
new esdition. He alsc published other works on laws, Tlore until
"induced" to leave the Islands by Directory Cregory of ale
Se _Dngvm-ra' collections alnce 1922 and distribution of 00,000
+ or = dried Mw., plants to about 75 ruseums throushout the
Forld. Alsc their seven books, Still 0N Sale, mnd since 1925
between 400 and 500 sclantific articles in publications re,d
. nore hy foreicners than Yw locals.

‘the conditlion remarding the native law., Tlora i1s so grim
that botanists worzinr on Hawaifan plants mo to forsien pussumsa
(“aw. Tourist Burmau take note). Do you know why? 50 many ars
extinct in the wild state and can only be stuiied ag dried
munmies proparly labeled, mastad on bond paper & filed auny in
herbariun cabinets sopeuhat like books on library shelvea,
Foreieners are thankful to us collectors for at lsast having
saved tha plants dry & dsad when we could not do so oreen &
alive, Barlin 19 aven avarding me the dilldency ¥edal this
Jept. Stockhom awaried me the Linnd liednl some yenra back.

For a healthy tourist trade (1€ for mo other reason),ue
eannot cortinue to chop-chop, bulldose and afrplans=ammy our

Islands. ;
Aloha » L sids
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SAug ST 415 89

ENSO3A Y5i 7 OLLO By
Hay 25, 1979,

Dear Dn, Plemines

Continuine our lome distanoe "vhone nonversation, the watirsd yhysician
¥ho rlans to work as a hobby on Haw. Punri is Dr. G.L.H. LeBouvier, P,0. Box 507, Makawac,
Fractically livine in your hack yard, Isa &' I adtise yYou to pontact him,

In the *208 & "30s I gollected lccal funcd, mostly rusts & soms snuts. Thase ymro wosted uy
YY Dre She ar of yashin ton DaQ. 2nd a Dr Petrack (spelline 7} of Vienna. If peed be, I can
un=arth the Teferencsa,

aliged number of tawa coming from all parts of the World, I fuess this is due to the minute
Boires and their “agy transport via conmerce since Capt. Cook'y rediscovery of the Islands,
Renmnber, also, In the sarlier days for tallast, shipe had earth from the wharf dumped into
their holds, Then When in Honclulu or Iahaina, ete, this was thrown overboard or on land,
intrudieing weed seads, insects, spores etes, galore, Many of ecourse survived to bother us
to the present days

It misht be dansercus to produes & book about larzer funxi if realers nay et confusid
& foolishly ingest roisonous ones Identification, as ue see it, ,ust be so fooliroof, ma
most wereau on hau & tuimi) that even the lolo won't err.

Ira t=2 exeit=d aleut your kind offer to “tour® Maul for a day under Fleains suicancs
‘duries an Cahu-Havali stop-over. Beine the only husband ghe has, she just feels such a
rlan a hit too strsnous for a7 ottocerarian, She would trafer stayir overnirht in tha
Trirtla (?) Hotel inm Wailuku, leavine our Pets home at the bemel for the 45 hours in cars
of on® of our tenants, ie would so much like to medt Mr, Rems Sylva, who is a Conserva=-
tionists of the West tyre by instinet, anl courareously (with toe 1ittle cooperation) wort-
in= on a County or State Bot. Garden. Do you & the Voekrodts Fnow hin? We would not ) coady
for sueh a trip until Tea's mother leaves for Germany in a month or two. Now widowsd, she
slans to rive up her at., and take over a house on our MromErty here at the beach, I a
50 for it, Should I maka, dle, dead for ary reasom, the two laides can be togzether and pot
be livine alone or o rosite sides of the World,

1 ansume you afe still practicing = the World cam 111 spare yous I wish you were still
in the Legislaturs. Look what your former collearues did to mel Iea & I are so yroud that
we xuroxed the docuzent. It is interasting that the Berlis Bot, Garden wrote independently
practically the same thing, and are awardin- me (via a groxy) during the 300th Anniber-
sary the Willdemow ledall Funny, I am hardly a Gerwan. My mother was Austrian and my father
» born in 1744, cape to the Us3., via the Orient shortly after tie Civil Ware With all
factories deatreysd iy the Union Army in the South, ha went inte the whole sale inportin:
of taxtiles, with hranch officas 1n London & Paris. That is vhy T me &n Islander, 1lvin:
on Fanhattan until I Ieft Por collzse in fass., 1o 1919,

Aloha to you twe f¥om us two,

C S e i

w -1 i
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q
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18 Hal 1979

WAIALUA, DAHU, HAWALI

Sehr geehrte Kollewen:
Heute erhielt ich zu neiner freudigen Ubsrraschung Ihre so

kitnstlerisch auszefiihrte Cratulation zu meinem schizigsten Geburtstaze, Ich nbchte
Ihnsn dafir meinen herzlichsten Dank aussprechens

Ich bin froh dass ich trotz meines Alters botanisleren und neine Flora lawaliensis

waiter bearb=iten kann.

Jch h=dausre absr dass ich nicht nach Berlin zur 300-Jahr Feler komnsn kann, und

bin Frl. Dr. Eva Potztal sehr zu Dank verbunden dass sle die Hilldenow M=daille fiir

mich in Empfanz nehmsn wird.

Hochmals neinen besten Dank und alcha,

Qﬂ, @é‘g@f/“%
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Dear Dy Degencr:
Thanks eonce again for the philatelic consideratisns. They
are always most welceme « you hardly need apolofize for any lot you may
send, + collectsr never gets toe many; du-licates are always useful &
soughite I'm & gollector, not a dealer or investor.
Father continues to hear regularly Prom all over the Earth,
so my collection steadily benefits frow his mail., le teok us out to
w

lunch after church today. Bunch of gala frem -1a

ederation of Uarden

Clubs cominz to see him here Tyesdaye So he keeps busy. “hatts good.

E. A. MENNINGER JR
BOX 1164 ?
STUART, FLA. :

3404
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CHARLES G. CLARK
Superintendent

GEOAGE A. ARITOSHI
GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAI
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
HAWAII PUBLIC LIBRARY
P. D. BOX 847
HILO, HAWAII 98720

May 15, 1979

Drs, Otto and Isa Degener
P.0. Box 154
Volecano, Hawaii 96785

Dear Drs, Degener,

Thank you for your letter of May 1, 1979. Let me assure you that the
Hawaii State Library System is not "boycotting" your publication. If
anything we are very much aware of your international stature in the
scientific community and we recognize your indisputable authority,
especially in the field of indigenous Hawaiian plants. Your publications
are purchased without hesitation when appropriate for a public library
collection. A quick check of the listing of publications enclosed with
your letter shows a wide representation in our collection. A more
thorough check with Hilo College Library will be concluded to assure

our users of the availability of your publication.

The Hawaii Public Library's long-standing policy of purchasing one

copy of a Hawaiiana title for the reference collection in the ''vault"

is to assure having the title available for reference use in the library
at all times the library is open. Copies which may be borrowed by the
public are purchased simultaneously and/or when copies have been worn
out or lost,

Thank you for your interest in our collection and I hope I have assured
you of our unhesitating esteem for your valuable contribution to the
scientific world,

Sincerely,

<

S %w) k\ Mt_mru-_,

(Mrs.) Emiko H. Nakamae, Administrator
Hawaii Library District

EHN: ii

AN EQUAL OPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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VOLCANO ART CENTER

Post Office Box 318, Volcano, Hawaii, 96785

May 14, 1979

Dr. Otto Degener
Volcano, Hawai'i 96785

Dear Dr. Degener,

Thank you for sending notification of your recognition by the Hawai'i
State Legislature this session. We shall be honered to share that
news with the readers of the Volcano Gazette. Congratulations from all
of us!

As I approached the pulling together of the Gazette for the summer,

I considered the matter of which native plant to focus on this issue.
Our intent here, by the way, is to familiarize visitor and resident
alike with native (generally endemic) Hawaiian plants - I grew up in
the islands and until I moved to Kilauea, I didn't know a single
"native' plant!! We hope to do the service of helping everyone come
to a closer understanding of this unique and wonderful environment.
At any rate, as I struggled over which plant to choose this time,

I thought of you. I continually use you as a source for my articles.
I thought of all the young artists you must have helped by having
them do botanical drawings over the years and of our conversation
the other day up at the Center. And I considered that it would be
wonderful if you would consider doing a '"guest article' on a native
plant of your choice. It would integrate wonderfully with an article
about your award, in which perhaps I could include something of your
background. Those who know, know that you and Isa are pioneers in
Volcano, and in the scientific community. I think that would be wonderful
to share with the general public.

So do let me know if you would consider writing such an article. I
am available at home (967-7512) or at the Center (967-7511). We are
working towards the June-July issue, so let me know soon, if possible.
Even if you are unable to do an article, I'd love to talk to you so
that I can prepare a better article about your Legislative recognition.

Cordially

Marstas Qlune Mrvicn~

Marsha Anne Morrison
Program Director/Gazette Editor

A non-profit locus for the visual and performing arts at the
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park




Moku.
May 18, 1979

Dear Mrs. Morrisoni
Your interesting letber of May 14 was forwarded to our Oahu homes

Right now we Deganers are overwhelmed with botanical and other duties: writing an are
tiele with A.LBve of San Jose about the wawadlole, about the kukui with Mr. Woolliams if
we have time and attending to rental units to keep us in flsh & pol. So, you see, we
could not possibly kesp your deadline. Anyway, when the house is burning, we sho
hely put out the fire by publishing an erticle in your Gagette with lirs. Dixon's help.
It would be about the flaming “Red Perlw that threatens to change the color of much of
dryish Hawaii and evantually dryish pakts of Hauil Mrs Dixon has already completed the habit
sketch of the plant; 8ll that rewains to be done is to draw the flower and the RIFE
s=sd m -nified About ten times (if you want to reduce the drawing by half). Unripe
seads ars not diagnostie.

You have seen this dangerous weed spreading during the last decade along the road=
side from around 27 Wiles into the Park, ¥We even saw it oreeping along the Saddle Hoad
a few we=ks afo. Such an article with a hundred reprints available to mail to Legis=-
lators & others may force action.

By the way, do you know that Artist Joe Dowson, the retired police offiecer, was my
hanai youngster when he was arcund 14 yrs., old? He lived with me and my boy artists at
the beach until I left to explore Piji for plants. Then I turned him over to his
Sehoolﬁhlminl Uncle Georre Dowson, who had been my student at the University of Haw.,
in 1926,

terman-Hawaiian artist Fred ¥ruse of Kauai lived in my Univ. Ave., home in Honolulu
as my helper when attending the University. e is the hero who perished tryinz to save some
of his pupils durine the tsunami at Laupahoehoe.

Relatively unknown locally, we are pretty well known in bot. circles throughout the
World, Every modesrn textbook in advanced Bot., in every language (we hope) mentions the
Dereneriaceae or Degener Family, an Archaeopteryx or missing link beiween Evergreens or
Gymnosperms and Flowering Plants or Phanerogams. I received the Linn® Medal from Stock=
holm, as I showed in Fl. Haw., Books 6 & 7, years agoj received the Distinguished Award
the New York Bot. Garden this monthj and am to receive the Willdenow Medal from the Bot.
Carden & Bot. Museun in Berlin during their 300 Founders' Day Celebration this Sept. ;
Reaching 80 stinulates such honors. Do you know why? They don't expect octogenarians to get
much older, so why not honcr them while they are still alive % kickinge I really feel
guilty as Mrs. Dy & I are a team, The honors really belong to us Jjointly, not to nme
alcnes

Do get into a huddle with Mrs. Dixon about the plant she knows so well.

Wrs. Degener's mother leaves for Cermany this July to give up her apt., to 1ive in
the Islands permanently. We two should be back at Voleano definitely in August, and then
- SRR o o~ asroA oo Pl b asdds
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= EHR GEEHRTER
4 HERR DR.DEGENER

Der Senatdes Staates Hawaii
hat Jhve Verdienste, die Sie sich
vor allem flirdie Botanik und
den Naturschutz erworben
haben,ineiner Ehrenurkunde
anlé’n”)lich Jhres 80.Geburts-
tages eingehend gewiirdigt.
Auch die Wissenschaft-
ler des Botanischen Gartens
und Botanischen Museums
gratulieren aus diesem An-
lap sehr herzlich und wiin-
schen Jhnen firdie Zulkunft
alles Gute,vorallem Gesund-
heit, so claﬁ Siesich weiter-
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nin der Ffo»-c:l von Hawaii void—
men kénnen.

RPerlin-Dahlerm am 14.Maij 1070
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College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Botany

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY
AND AGRICUITURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70803

Moy 14, 1979

Dear Dr. Degener,

Many thanks for the autographed copy of you interesting book on
the South Pacific expedition. It is an exeellent suggestion to try to grow
rare tree species in cultivastion. Never having seen zny material, living or
dead, of Degeneria, I am looking forward to looking for some on my upcoming
trip to New Zealand in the fall, with possible stopovers along the way.
Reading your book should give me some ideas about places and people to contact,
in order to find specimens of Dezemeria and other unusual plants of the tropies.

Sincerely,

‘%W—TW

Dr. Shirley Tucker
Professor, Dept. of Botany

“UNIVERSITY WITH A FUTURE"

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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ORLANDO 8431691
S O ut ’] & te Q n FORT PIERCE 484-2418
P.O, BOX 2478 STUART, FLA. 33404 STUART 287-2141
'c WEST PALM BEACH 8434087
FT. LAUDERDALE 427.3558

MIAMI 8474078

Dear Doctor:

Thanks again for the latest accumulation. Uadhpassed
them on to me this week, He's doifg better: he finally got a
lady to live at the ouse with him so he getd decent meals and
a4 bit of company now & then. She needed a place to go & he needed
her type of person; so it's worked out fine,

I have no quarre}l really with Russians. They're God's
creation the same as you & I; and they don't dislike us either,
But they've grown up in a society totally different from ours &
cannot comprehend ours & our ways of doing so we're inclined to

resent "knocks" vs. the American way of life, Hope all goes

respectably for you & yours,

ol
Best regards,

A BUBSIDIARY OF BURNUP & SIMS INC.
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DEPARTMENT OF CROWN LANDS AND SURVEY

PLEASE ADDRESS
ALL CORRESPONDENCE
TO THE DIRECTOR

TELEPHONES—
63 7030
63 opas

aer. MJA:DPJ
759/79
File: 5.1.01

Drs. Otto & Isa Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
WAIALUA. OAHU

HAWAII. 96791 USA

Dear Doctors Degener,

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS
AND
NATIONAL HERBARIUM

BIRDWOOD AVENUE
SOUTH YARRA, VICTORIA
AUSTRALIA. 3141

9 May a9

Thank you for the donation of thirteen specimens which we received on

850795

They arrived in good condition and are a welcome addition to the Herbarium.

Yours sincerely,

e — | _\-g.

o
(DR.) D. M. CHURCHILL
DIRECTOR AND GOVERNMENT
BOTANIST
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JIWELD, (54

George Rogers Clark Vincennes, ig9g
Dr. Otto Deganer

68-617 Crozier Driva,
Wwiolua, Cahu, MHewsli
96791
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Dear Otto,
My B, 1979

t“umg::a;ls:rtiut congratulations on the recedpt of that
PRl rom the State of Hawaiill You certainly
ey ruco“t richly. It was long overdue. You also
yoUR 1o gnitien from conssrvation groups worldwide for
il :q efforts For conservation of Hawaii's wildlifa,
Bt Eae I:bsend a copy of the testimonial to tha N, Y.
P HUMni;.igs ;nry. The copy you sent me I will sand to the
S i assarch Center of the U. of Texas where all my
e, ”gg:? ;iﬂ will go, including all corraspondence .
i saiantr ally biographical material on botanists and
e . sts, have various botanists® field record books
. :1:; .:‘dh?va so far sent them 65 big boxes of mtarial:
St Just retucned from my SO0th class reunion at
e clu::\-'s:sity in central Pa, It was good to sse some
ts i ducaam:a;f again, but over SO percent of the class
ALl bast wishas rrom us both and, acain, CONGRATULATION
as aver :

.—-i—r—f”%@ -
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University of Hawaii at Manoa
‘ Sea Grant Marioe Advisory Program

MEMORANDUM ':”3?57 /%&Mf& 57‘;
z{éz ‘ }%méxz: fd’]za
My 70471
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University of Hawaii at Manoa
Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program
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DRS. OTTO & ISA DEGBQ
P.O. Box 154 "
Volcano, Hawaii g

96785  U.S.A
May 1, 1972

TO ¥HOM IT MAT CQULCENN, care of lavuii Public Library;
30 csianuenue Avenue, Vila, N.waii,

I hava Been in the Islands sinse 1522: recelve! an ¥, Sc.y dorres for Espaiale
izin; on the Mavaiian florz from the University of Zawaii gn 1924, $au ht Toteny
there 1928-127; was deturalist of jaw. Natienal Park in 1920;: published oy "Plants
Haw, Jational Paxk® in 1550j mad cublished alone and since then with ¥re. Dapenen,
& doctorate vith a majma cum laude, about 409 sclentific articles about Naw. Bie
o0lo.y. besides, Mro. Degener & I have published our Floxe liawaiiensis or New Illuse
trated Flora of the Zawaiian Islands, now with Book T al-ast oomplated,

I have received the Linnd Usdal fron Stocknolm, have been honored by our State,
am beins honored by the New York -Sotanical Garden, and am receiving the Willdenow
Medal this September from the Bot. Carden & Bat. HMueeunm during their 300 Founding
Celetration ian herlin,

I have alsn aublished a book about Piji (in boaris), and am the only liviag
botanis$ with a Plant Family (leieneriaceas) nased for him.

Thers fe 1little sense in havin, my books locked ur in cases when they axe
still in print; and gvailable for purchase.

VHO IS LEGALLY xesponsible foz an apparent restraint in trade and seeninply cone
sairing to boyoott Dagener publications? They ere not on the ra,-ilay shelves of the
Pablic Library in Hilo nor apparently listad in filing catincte, Ar the library in
dilo is not the only public one in our State that seens conapicunusly to avoid ay
boaks, are some members of the Central Purchiasing Deptsy zemponsible nr the Dee
sartment as n whole?

Pleare anpwer this letter, or kindly forwasd it to the prapar ooaraeon for an afne
swer, Tnis "ouzton™ has been going on for about £i£%y yeave.

Aloha,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

Jimt

SENETHIEYS b




DRS. OTT0 & IsA DEGENER
P.O. Box 154 :

Voleano, Hawalj
Pé785 U.S. A

April 29, 1979.

Dear Mre. Yardley:

¥re. Degener & I have your interesting letter of April 28, Here is
my paperback copy of "Planta Haw. Nat. Park" selling for 94.50, The firet edition,
in boards published in 1930 and with the Hon., Star-Bulletin the printer; is now a
collector'e item selling for §30.

Beinp an "ottogenarian” and having no children I, and Mrs. D., Agress with me,
fesl we should dispose of our personal collescted of hooks amassed esince my ooming
to the Islands in 1922, Are you interested in such material?

4

In fact, 1922 was my firet visit to Eaual with my siter. I jumped from the Inter-
Island steamer into a life-doat and almost fell into *aRiliwili Bay. We weze then
rawed to the shore. We then lived at the Iihue boarding house run by Sheriff Rice.

I have collected extensi vely on Kauai before unfortunate Iuna Larsen (brother
of Dr. ¥isls L.) introduced the hlackberry (Rubus penetrans) to Kokee that is now
such & disaster. Years later, while hotanizing in Kokee I protested without success
about the growing of the poka (passionflower) about the Foreetry cabin. It was
in no pther place except in occacional dense clumps of seedlings sprouting from pig
exorement, -fhese were of course the vectors. Now Kauai i{s no longer the Paradise
of the Pacific it had besn about 1922,

So long as you have two of my books from a junkyard, may I suggest that you buy
two more imperfect copies at a total cost of §4,507 You should add 18 pente for the
State tax, abd the cost of the stamps the postman has affized to this package. Of
coursey should you want perfect copies, you can have them for the ragular price.

Booke 1=4 in a single cover sells for 310; Book P, $10; B
aomplete Book T, for $10, Thie laet has no cover as yet.

" Regaxding your articles, lirs. Degensr & I paat“thou invelving local plants in
loose=leaf note booke with other plant information of interest. Then we index cone
tents By the genera. then working on & genus, ve know precisely wexe %o find proper
raferences. On oux deaths such note books shall belon! to a Depeners' Flora Hawail=
ensis Trust for the use of others.

Should you want to gurchase Eaw., books at a fair price, we would sell them sing=
ly as Mrg.Ds; & I may want to browse through them onsce again before parting with
them.

Ien't it satisfying that the cataract opsration is a thing of the past? I reals
ly died when my heart stopped beating while dining a% Kilauea Military gadp about a
year agos. Fortunately, a physician happened fo be at a neighboring table, & an am=
bulance in a neighboring parage..fow I am tha proud wearer of s pace=-makar.

Aloha,

ook €, 510j and even in=
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April BRS.OTO & ISA DEGENER
Dear Bill & sertlyas P.O. ﬁm 134
Taa & T pot your April ) lotde®  ‘conce )
‘imilersgonbois. We were 1iwited €0 & plonicepreview of m neiMeATrater
‘Road yostexdsy - it ie magmificeont -oologloally = and moWw:me Beet m..
to pose your question ot that time, Not seeins himy I an now ready to answer
Jou®, lettes aa.best I can,. e

g mote youy inSevert in Fhododendiron. Vhy not be n spliteer and Keey
umm?xﬁ Aoes Hot' neEn” Eﬁe Two colid=iy ave He videly

e A

nog*a‘ 3 But SEThapsny cs.ussns s _g% gosmon a—m i
oy ,

‘‘haps even ﬁ. "02 jmibautia & Fafll
ef in Yeaf enatomy? that are their seosrar
soneg,. eie?

Iea & 1 nover pald sttention to “ohia decline,* but whew we ook the Saidle’

_Repd, mear the swmidt, death of ohiae was strikingivigorous ae wall as siokly, i

wrmi s 0ld; all weve dyins e Qiickly that N6 leaVes were sti1) nttache
ed the $¥scs in gvandance, Ve toadkc for ;ranted that some fngect was & vires
vector o zooting pigs gans Tikely) veve Panpus vestors, the savauites Havlng
‘beon fnfroduced frow TAvAtTAlia vl motE Tooent GUeRIYptus or other
nyrtaceous plant. Contrariwies, wo thmu k¢ the "die-bask™ meayr the Tolcano
gaxbase dunp was simply too keen cempetition Tron mainly e mﬂm mava &
Anaona, ALl of shis is of couxse off-hand enan judsment. . ——

Ira & I doub® any Idzniots thingpanjip w1 cope in thu Eipuln Mu with -
the exotie: yrecses bocanuse of one ringle hetit of mans SHONTNO: Lany thoussnds
of thess nasty vectors Wi ht (no londer eiravs e fordas1y) oifatets diile ﬂm
mum;mmmnmwmmmm o

= Ley f ow vast differene=
i mngea, pollen cheracters; Chromo=

rizegleta® - Shushlate" utn be ﬂa. daan by the ﬂu: ana m aﬁu iﬂ!
SYow ‘B.gin Syon stolins with Tehowe ror & Wim without 19 netoent

In ofhey worde, with this fire-eater = = 4100 dra-su = Lot Ioofe in the k:l.pm,
nativeg have 1ittle chance to snlarge past lost texyitory.

e tho vy, tle Barl is oxpoaed to o @Estly danser Yo vhiel no sne Sdens b

pa¥ attantion. 'ihout suvieesfl biolosic coniraly the sntive Wau Dusert aven 9 :

“to witnown elevetion Wil be entirely Sed thunks $o Zoly emus @ witch has '
Juel asseared avoul ten years agv. Te resently found it in nn faola ‘saot
neaMeanakekol Trater & in other words, it can ‘spread Teadily’(UirdsT Coate? an
ocoasional Fiexres wind of Kona Tain deluse??7). Mis is the plant eq ining

study. It i %00 bald the Zolygwmum is HOT woedy; but can't you add that sroblem
plant as well $o youp ether ctudies?

= ﬁh:hg veys Pigs ave wiging ou¥ the Pazk 3stelis, tlicse besuties teing replaced '|

~8ONOUS REAONE. v nyinted. s shest of 4% dn nup ¥l Hawe
Ve axe looking Jor your visit, not at Mokuleia, but preferably at Voleoanos

uohl.
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28 April Y679,

Bhr geshrtar lexrr Lr. Jutzing

Viglan Jank fr foen lisbesawtivaiyen =fiaf yom 20,
I¥eis.

wie fch oy der sweiten =4

| von der Flora Haw.,; Stcher 1} (in oinen efhzig-
Bn gchlecnton {riegspapier Jintznd) drucicte, wie die Jasaner wis ZTaze T4 164) ate
tacktisrten und #ler meinen Lnus S0 BANIUK Tlngen, war das snde von sinem nrie
valen laxbay. 2id Offigiler kaq su jedem laus -an Strand uns wamts uns dgas wenpn
gis, Jap., criegpechifie dber dam idorizont kommen whrden, wiyde =z une gine Stunde
“eit yeben 4m zu eVvakuieren vordem unsere \vmee alle unspre AMisar zersthcen witde.
#Mr laew nabe foh und svedl Junyens meil ganzes lerhar iepackt & ney. fosd nach-des
Ay York Wat, Gartea geschickt. Ich jusate so viela Markeh dafilr kaufen dnes die
alaliia oEf einan. Grad Bbher in  dehtigkeit. = :

Fl

ich tolgte seinem sexbar so schnall wiy mbelich — ¥vmusa & Ligdaz svarutarten
exet - nacnf menreren lionatven. N.¥., nanm an dzss 1én £i1,000 Exemplare batta. 3ir.
derrfll pab =iy zvei Sekretarinen dis Jublett Stiguetten zu schrei ben; umd fan) gad
4.%., den bosten latz und zerstreute dis anderen Hlherall. Finliejend ite as Innen
eire Idee wo Jubletten hin kemen, nattizlich niciat zu unseren Veillen dex deit,

J& loh nieht: wusste wie tuld ich Lanonenfutter sein wiirde, habe ivh die weizten
#dlanzen echnell nur gur @attung bestimnt, ol dase sie senisstens in insartse sedis
Jl8tze 1ie an wo ‘onozraphen pis findsn kBnnen. ' '

Zexlin batte siner der besten J4tze Pflanzen von utr ¢is $eh van 1628 i EEL
resanmelt nabe, &ber wir icerikaner haben sie, wie 8ie witcen; in fixiez vornichtst!

saech veltkriey IT have ich KEIL Uerbar mn-esammelt weil ifoh am Stra nd lebe und
gchok dref Tousani Hotte wo dis Jzeanvellen =n der -scke von neinen SHesfnmer
scniugent Trau lejaner & ich prabisrven u.nr.e;‘e’ Ffunde =0 gchaell Wie ahglich za ver-
“teiden us sig niclit vielleioht =y verlieren/ jeny wir otwas spiter doch ftadieren
wollen, k;;lij‘.en %ﬂi«.mr 5%8_91:& 30r.$ﬁ %-131 sn.{."’lbarren Sennoch jaben wir m PO
rera Sflunzen in pPavadichdorobenzén in SMcken. ‘egen Alter 4 cesundtheit aa ¢iben
wixr jetzb stur die Siiquetten wenicstens zur Ia btung un das “atexial sicher in Misee:
81 Fu krispen. ler arsfe jsts geht amch ALY, & d=r zweits nash =sriin (nattirlich
-afcht £ oier die selben Pap¥a weil dia Lommey snders igt)e “ir tun dies wis fumer
gratis.jetet ia meinen sohlechten lesutsch wissen bia die Situation,

AREE LT

Jitte peleldiien .le night “nrere Iataniuer in dem Sie metne Llaie veitor G-
zdnlen: loo promovierie us der Univereity of aseachucetts, Amherst; VAss.s U.S.ds
in d=y tlasse 'Y2. Qch hate auch meinen Dnetorate wan dortss Inh hHabe m&-:ﬁrﬁ;ﬁg ‘den
diittin czts meiver Sammlunven (Deruoda, Han Srovidenas, Pid,  adtamalas Yeripny
laiee a= Gie velty Fussland —=«i¥ Tud, Lot. wnAsrabsE=1 als Cascnsaks My Qboer 50
Janra fext,. Telt fschte naifiriich dass solche Sfianzen dort fMir inanicrashsn
sein wuoish fAr fare s¥tadien, satfrliod sind die sstaniker die fon iUgrt Lanite
sehon st wig

Ubyanil —=taniie=al iataniker Jr. Schuer ( dlavier Samilie) Haw.s attungen studierd
bt und ich ing sehrist nedne saw., sammlung (viel endemischa sehinn vernichtet) van
amherst borsed sollie, hat ar Keine Hilfe bekamment Haben di¢ feuen Sntaniler dngt  F
alles werseworzen? Alen ist nein “lan umssnet qtewesen.__':'qim;e_:‘_33_13.:.'.91!1;);;35_91?% e
eigentlighinioht g0 komplet,wie sia sain 6tltan. Avap; - ane diwden i AR¥L-paBeM:
schreilen Sie nicht dem .$aLfinaf odAagyiavi Wads EANWERCO AR CRA panE R Deptial
Votany (dort daed| 14 wishei da= leienar daw., Urlansad in Amheret eind odaga s

b X : Tek sind ung dasa.
Sie sis Eaufen whukten ol-+ ey Tausch bekoaman mbchien.
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Mrs, Paul T. Yardley

P. O. Box 424 ®Lawai, Kauai, Hawaii °6765

April 25, 1979
Dear Dr. Degener:

Please excuse my tardiness, but I am having cat=
aract post=operating adjustments!

Anyway, I was very interested in getting your
list...the Advertiser forwarded it to me here
as I write my columns from home.

Interestingly enough I have your FLORA H books
I and IT and refer to them quite often! It is
really a funny story how I found them, too. We
have a Portugese man here who has the biggest
Jjunkyard you can imagine...and how it grows and
grows. He finally put up a chain link fence

. that set him back thousands of dollars....all
for this JUNK not JUNQUE! However, at first
I would stumble across lovely pieCes of koa and
calabashes which he did not know anything about.
One day I spotted these two books sitting, of
all places, out in the rain! Obviously, he
didn't know their worth and I gave him a dollar
for both! Then I told Dan Moriority and he
said I was very lucky.

There was no note on your enclosure so was
wondering if you were just seg&ling your own
books or other Hawaiiana. I think I would be
interested in you book of human interest
emphasing the culture etc. @ $4.50, I think
I.could use this material in a column very
nicely.  If you would be kind enough te'send

it and any added information I would appreciate
it very much. I will send check for total on
receipt.
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Apr 23

Dear “p--

Once again I'm obliged to you for a nice lot of stamps accumilated
from your mails. Ma father passed them along to meﬁhis morning, so ~ hpsten
to extend my thanks and appreciation, You are certainly one of my prize
sources as L go along. Almost 50 years I've besn collecting and the interest
just never has waned as it has in many. I don't get to tinker with them
offen unfortunately, but for a change * spent % of yesterday doing se, first
time in weeks., Always so much catching up to do with them, but then that's
the game, in part at least.

Dgd seems quite well considering his 83 years, keeps busy with his
upcoming book on flowering shrubs putting together the text < accumulating
scores of pictures and trying to assemble it all in sope reasonable order.

It s%ill takes a good deal of study % concentration & téme, but he does have
plenty of the latter & great incentive for the other requirements, so he
progresses gradually when his books sale biz permits, and that's going well
too. Orders arrive daily, It's been almost a yr now since lirs M went along
& it's been a lonely year for him, but having his occupations makes the diff.
LI see him or talk to him almost daily.

Hope things go well for you. Thanks again for thelx-emambrance.

cerely,

r%&w{,uu/ﬂ/\

Z:Esﬁda & wfiéb‘ KJM&LA FT fe (x;bt
it el W

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




DRS, OTTO & mm
P.O. m:_184
Volcono, Hawaii
96785  U.S.A:
Q,C?'. Qi{(,-‘l-f-f’ pp,’\f
‘ﬂ[('.r ;.(fx é"? s Zz_ﬁ'/tfruc-uif( g _.} 5
f . /

o ol dzinsy & _.g‘:,-_f'-!- g'{q(;kﬂ LAt |
i {,f tﬁ g Mereh 4 VN raten B uc(r.«/!‘ ﬁnu Fiﬂﬁy) by
fc,tuc,n ;c‘c: t’cccr Ao g ch.a_rfzq ﬁai'tq__ .tufn.,_ '
‘6&(:' de ;.c,a}- Z&:&tt{’ I"?/f(f‘c( ﬂ(,_u/[ Clalla vy -

lff&m t'r‘ rpf{_ Iy e 4 o -&.{ Cfeey Tect ?‘{fﬂ' (Ll.ﬂ *n
éﬁi:ﬁ"“"‘-"( &. *'b(*"-'l(/ : f-( £z r"‘»&{j,/c{u ""/ ﬁf/fk(_ﬁ fﬂ!;f -
Sl oy lte ! Alflgnd - &Lc«rf{cbf f{«, cviensrAla W,,ﬁg._? /.
B (99,
Tf;&eafwd{- Ve e Aprerverso Lo B&@
Coualer Weeeehppd s 4 yqs*-—/ﬂ‘.ﬁ.

--l.f»ff. oler Ao e Vi 2 004 ;raa'/sﬁ(f# , ‘-?0"‘-4 C ey %
v (r j(l & f/%y

; *fﬂ?f ‘IFV‘S" B4 Gty ru‘f CH Ruts 3","&”'.
TC=IR50 ! Jate aivho it obential o'

,nﬂ/ {r‘ f{ g&b«‘-"“f? 4\'4‘ bt M Pr en, @d{" y{—

fﬁfx’u{t WG s (g J/C{J a’,acuzr&z A?%WQ”.
{Lu f,a' {.é )ﬂi(a .rl[ r‘; ) !‘rtf ﬂf{(ﬂ’f{f‘(df{/ * M %’: ..

La,mu'“ Sl )Xo Heporfellho  Bak, Liost
ﬂ.

1., ‘LLC@(J‘L &7, /*\/ﬁm /ﬁd“' W}

«1 '# «.,,'&’(r Heg .. h( ALk {4 ,.ﬁu: /{;w;{

6{({4{]‘/&6({6,{? !L/‘"E L2.{n L ,;f:fk P ! a F?f’f-.ﬁq_
Gl X o i fop, Aig, X

fitee 10 (753 dier, aloe U pie ,,,,{-(,M- ‘ool

LAty L U e-.s” Wa Lo/ ¢ FP LL{, )

174 f~ 1952

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Vﬁmﬂé&%aﬁ:ﬂbc ‘!

Z [T nof f- W . LLL{,{'-’A v "//(:_-ﬁ}-ﬂtf
/?5?‘3 ﬂﬁ?ﬂ Falie Aeelicy It_ru Cer ok aclid e

k - '{t A tLt‘f f‘f(WCL( r"‘
{M vy l Ll :rt(rrh:{ fq e ¥ r*r A ;j R u/ f ’/
Loy & N cva Rl ral}

e‘ ; (e e o (/;{:;‘;jf‘* £ n hltiet w—f:frt.é(‘m fL&ﬁe,.

ﬂfrr?u e 4’(4( ( (& f(e&&trfl A

LY Lfr an
f- 7B ’ffur 2 eey 2t o Ofp 4 ¢

/ /'(t..(f / o " i .
RS Foora. ¥ 4 ‘MZH .( K28 ot wca, '*(‘“W{/"'&ai@t-_ { S
) ] T o ]

iy Eccw 'B.,M;?fw{ ,&“ fﬁﬁprﬁé‘f
) -%uuf o yak-ﬁ/rﬂﬁ:/ Altey - .
iy o
W A d il Y bt o' uap Lada® S
ek O Clatieey dee e 4‘—%& Lo B
?’U "u&'{ﬂ,ff{{ 7»:? Ltuz/a.{ B, ,d_ﬂ_‘:: ey /ﬂ‘,&f&
ok “'“dff L. ¥z, d;, i &y Loty ‘?’l&%
CerBl ol Ritw ¥ eey vzl Aty MJM 3
@;kﬁwm«/ fx?a» Lakis e S
f‘“ (m/}.. uf—;/ Ete AM .

é‘ft/f‘ ﬁ&%
e Cleq [ e, auaé Vi

|
B i

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



D
P.O. Box 154 FGENER
voftong' Hﬂwuﬁ

AprP$786, 190ss, A

Dear Dr. ladail

Mre. Degener & I have your 22.3.79 letter, and are glad to leawn
you received your Grammica paces. I did not want to mail them by air because of
the expense. Likevise, we are mailing you an atiractive, but not scientific, are
ticle by slow steamer mail. With the relative Convolvulaceae , as we know them,
PERENIFALS in warm climates, is it not stange that Cuscutaceae are so often annuals?
Are they always ANNUALS? We collected lots of plants in poor condition in Ninale
monthe ago. We returned a few days ago to the same spot - all are gone except one
beautifully flowering clump! You will eventually get the material. from us,

Your trip to Central Asia seems fascinating., As "ontogeny recapitulates phylo-
geny", could you not raise this primitive Ephedra from seed as & clue to what its
ancestor was like? Perhaps with Podocarpus leaves? “What are the first leaves like
after the many cotyledons?

We are pressntly in our dacha at 4,000 feet on the Island of Hawaii. We have few
books and notes hare. Have you our Flora Hawaiiensis Books 1-67 If you want thenm
for Y QURSELF, Isa & I shall gladly mail them to you of course gratis., But {f it
ie for tha Covarnment, we would like to sell the set for £30 as we have no paying
position and no pension, We live by selling our books & being Kulaks, Taxes take
1/3 of the profit. Of course weeds introduced into Hawaii are more or less scatter-
ed throushout the Pacific (also Cuba, etc). But practically no native Phanerogam
epecies here grow elsewhare, but the genera do in most cases. You would mo enjoy
Pacific Islands, ¥hat about sailing on the ship Vitjatz (Speliling7) which has been
in the Haw. Islands several times. Ve visited it twice. We could then take you to
our jungles & the volcano,

Don't you think duyks, etc., are very important in transferring plants wvia
intestines and DIH muddy feet with spores (and arthropod egge)? from spring to
spring? Direction of Bird miration might influence plant distribution in the
gprings, Wind for spore dissemination must be very important also.

Is it not strange that my State Covernment has honored mel,.It is really not core
rect as Isa & I married in 1952 and we have been a team ever gince, She deserves
the honor as much as I. Hew York Bot. Carden honors me next month, and “erlin ias
to give me the Villdenow Medal in Septembter! Elghty years old and with a heart
pacesaker (Nersz shritmacher) will keep me in Hawaii.

As I have time, I label our old plants to the genus (mlay have never been mono=
graphed), and prepare to distribute to Praha, calushko, & eleewhere. Many Fou will
get are alroady extinot.

Isa joine in alohe to you,

<2
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BOTANISCHER GARTEN Konigin-Luise-Strafe 6-8

UND D-1 Berlin33
BOTANISCHES MUSEUM Germany
BERLIN-DAHLEM den_20. April 1979

Es wird gebeten, alle Antworten und Sendungen zu adressiersn:
~An die Direktion des Botanischen Gartens und Museums™

Herrn

Dr. Otto Degener
68617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Oahu
Hawaii 96791

USsS A

Sehr geehrier Herr Dr. Degener!

In Kiirze werden Sie 80 Jahre alt, hierzu midchte ich recht herz-
lich gratulieren und lhnen weiterhin alles Gute, vor allem Ge-
sundheit wiinschen, so daf Sie aueh weiterhin noch immer etwas

Botanisieren konnen.

Ein kleines Pflanzenpaket ist vor Ostern hier angekommen, im

Wie viele Herbarnummern n i -

eventuell mdgliech, dag wijbfgrs;:r:ae; :i:; e i,
sich das stellen ? Ich glaube o
Sinne schon mal bei Lhnen ang;f
wort geblieben,

n. Wie teuer wiirde
Kollegin Potztal hatte in diesem

ragt, war aber bisher ehne Ant.-

Recht herzliche Griige,
auech an Lhre Gattin

7 Petiin

(Dr. F. Butzin)

Telef.
ST L B on (0311) 76 46 72
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P.0. Box 15-‘:’
VYoleano, Hi 9678%,

April 15, 1979,

Dear Dr. Irwing

It was indeed thoughtful of you to mail me an auto
try. Unfortunately, I cannot make use of it in spite of my being uﬁzzza{g; ::fgenvﬁf'
served for an "pttogenarian.” I =o enjoyed the visit of the Fairs and their uollgagua
two weeks azo atiMokuleia Beach, I had had a tiring morning at the ophthalmologist
that day, followkd by a frightening return home. Isza's mother had suffered a mild
heart attack during our absence! While Isa rushed {5 our family phyeician in our
town and to the hospital in another, I prepared myself for the Hairs by taking a
siesta. Without bsing_prona for at least half an hour after lunch, I tend to fade
with fatigue. I thus cooperate with my pacemaker in flushing (?) my brain with artere
ial blood. A "plane trip to New York, with stagnant feet gettin, puify, might be suie

fcidal.

A% home in a brownstons in sight of the Soldisrs' 2 Sailora! ¥on
Side, this Manhattan Islander from earliest days visited via the “L?ﬁe?:rogu:::y‘hnt
1gonics what was known as "Bronx Park" to every ona, Then in the early '20s I lived
in Pickwick Arms off Mosholu Parkway with my s&ter for two years to study my Nawaie
ian catch of plants under Director Britton, Drs.Barnhart and Rydberg for an advanced
degree. I repsated two more years of study at the Garden @nder Dirvector Merrill,
wnile living with my brother's family in Pleldston, Riverdale, Walking back and forth
between my home and the Garden was more than invigorating throuzh winter snow, It was
a delight spying the melanistic phase of the gray sguirrel during such trips. Dr. Mer=
rill assigned two Secretaries to me to write duplicate ladels for 50,0000 specimens of
mostly Hawaiian plan@e I had shipped from Qahu to save them from possible destruction
by & second Japanese invasion. My last two-year sojourn at the Oarden was under the
Directorship of Dr. Eobbins, I regret Mrs. Degener and I cannot complete Book T of
our Flora Hawaiiensis, this time, under your Directorship.

Having studied at the Art Students' league on 57th Street and at their summer
: st Woodstock on the Hudson, I realized that if I wanted excellsnt illustrations
my intended Hawaiian Flora, I should not waste my time doing such work myself.

lkc—Inetead, I selected school boys and University Freshmen who were born artists,
trained them as best I could, and paid them one dollar per day and keep to do the

work for me. In faot, while under Dr., Merrillls regime, I brought a Korean and a File
ipino with me to the Garden to draw rare Haw., herbarium specimens. The latter, though
a capable artist, was to0lively to thrive sitting at a table drawing herbarium speci=
men. 50 I let him go after he wae accepted as an acrobat by a circus,

7#ith local plant workers inveterate "lumpers" wnho did not realize that Hawaiian
Phanerogams were neigh 1l00% endemioc for the Hawaiian Islands - in fact, different ise
lands and often gulches and ridges on the same island possess taxa peculiar to them=
gelves = my omnivorous gollections were not appreciated. Thus the best sets were sent
to my two zlma maters, the University of HMessachuseits and the New Yoxk Botanical
Garden. Smaller sets were distributed throughout the World, and sreatly appreciated.
Monographers in botanical centers studied such "aberrant nuisance specimens," getting
order out of chaos as new bi- and trinomial names in more modern literature attest.
Dr. J.F. REoock, who lsfft the Islands in disgust, was exceptionsl, producing s magni=
ficent monograph of the lLobeliaceae.in 191i.

Among the recipients of past Distinguished Service Awards, I personally knew "Red"
Camp, Dick Cowan, Daneereau, Bernard Dodge, Everett, Fulling, Gleason, Mall, Keck,
MaGuire, Merrill, de la Montagne, Peckham, Rickett, Robbins, Seaver, Steere, Stout
and Teuscher. These men and women lacked spouses with botanical training. They were
distinguished dus %o their own efforts, I, in contrast, have been married since 1953
to a keen botanist wih a doctorate, We have conducted botanical studies as a team,

not I alone, Thus, I am hardly a peer of former recipients,
llﬂhﬂl
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Yolcano, Hi. 9‘?8’.
April 12, 1979,

Mr, Don Reeser,
Haw. Yolo. Hat. Park,
Hawaill.

Dear Dony

Isa & I are back at Volcano, busy getting our possessione into applepis ore
der after the flooding of our basement some time ago,

I am writing you now, not because we found 2 new plant; but be-ause of another
find, a 2-legged one. He is apparently an "Arny brat” dorn in Washington, D.C.; has
lived many years in Colorado and had some college training, knows Haleazkala well
and owns & lot near the Hampton Carsons. ¥e is enthusiastic about Fature and Conservae
tion, and has applied wia the Mainland for a position with Fish & wildlifa,

Scads of young men ars interested in Nature & Conservation. His strong point, as we
see i1t, is SOCIAL INTELLIGENCE. This and his enthusiasm are #ifts needed in the Nat.
Park Service, where oonstant contact with tourists prevails. Such sccial intelligence
(2gain as we see it) would be wasted with F. & W., where contaot with people is slim.

If an opening should occur at "our® Park, I hope you will keep young Ed Leeson,
P.0. Box 547, Mt. Yiew, Hi. 96771 in nind. If nothins should tum up in a month or so,
I shall put a bes in Supt. zds, bonnet. The young man has lived at Makawao, and knows
Haleakala well,

We burned out something inside our jesp, so will etay on our kuliana much of the
time until an expert jeepster in Pahala rrpairs everything.

Brrrrrr - it's cold here in comparison to our spot of Mokuleia Beach.

g,
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By air mail
Par avion
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THE HERBARIUM
ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS
KEW RICHMOND
SURREY TWS 3AE
ENGLAND

YOUR REF: pcu\uﬁ- 1\.- T ?q

OuR REr: MLGu| 39 i

We acknowledge receipt of your ~
I‘)cu.uJL- \}

A further communication will

follow in due course.

DIRECTOR
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DR. BERNHARD ZEPERNICK M. A, TollensestraBe 46 b

D-1000 BERLIN 37
Tel. (030) 817 8280

am 11. 2. 1979

Lot Geeborte eom anq-c.m,l \

Liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen!

Nachden Herr Dr. Timler und ich in dem "Bérliner Forum"-Heftclen

die Geschichte des Berliner Botanischen Gartens und Museurs in kurzsr
Porr' dargestellt heben, wollen wir in einem Willdenowia-Beinaft
leterialier zur Geschichte dieser Institutionen vorlegen. Dazu

gehort u. &a. eine Sammlung von Kurzbiographien aller am Gartern ung
Luseun tdtigen bzw. titig gewesenen Wissenschaftler und technicchen
Gartenleiter.

Da wir von Iknen keine Daten vorliegen haben, bitten wir Sie, uns
folgendes mitzuteilen:

Un groBtmogliche Korrektheit der Angaben zu erreichen, bittem wir
Sie, die u vorliegenden Daten (die wir den Jahresberi en des
Botenischen Gartens und den unter "Literatur" genann Quellen

fen haben) zu iiberpriifen und gegebenenfalls. zu erginzen. Dazu
en wir gern gewufts —

Name (ggf. mit Zusitzen):

Geburtsort:

GEDUTI TS Twns

Studium bzw. Ausbildung: wann? wo?

Priifungen (z.B. Abschlu@ einer Lehre, Fachschule, Lehrerexamen,

skademische Grade) wann? wo? Schiiler von...

Titel (z.B. Frofessor) wann? wo?

Berufliche Tatigkeiten als...(Dienstbezeichnung) von...bis... wo?

Spezialgebietes

Forschungs- und Sanmmelreisen:

Literctur iiber Sie: (wenn dort Ihre Vertffentlichungen aufzefihrt
sind, Bilder oder Schriftproben wiedergegeber sind,
éies bitte vermerken)

Ihnen gewidmete Gattungen (nickt Arten):

Wenn Sie lUiber ein schines Foto von sich verfiigen, bitten wir um

Uberlassung. Ferner bitten wir Sie, Ihren Antwortbrief handschrift-
lich zu unterzeichnen.

Da unser Manuskript soweit fertiz vorliegt und wir Sie nur nicht
mit einem Fragebogen behelligen wollten, bevor nicht sicher war, duf
unsere Arbeit auch erscheinen wird, wiren wir dankbar, wenn wir Ihro
Angaben bald bekommen konnten. Des Foto konnte nachgereicht werdern

Mit freundlichen Griifen
jg#v:?ﬂhnfd;a?hqﬂhytff
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April 11, 1979

Dr, Otto Degener
P. 0. Box 154
Volcano, Hawaii 96785

Dear Dr. Degener:

Thank you for your recent nomination concerning the Allerton Award and I hope you
have enjoyed reading Dr. Smith's Plora Vitiensis Nova: A New Flora of Fiji. I am
enclosing brochures concerning our other publications and 1 jope you these of
interest,

We are actively attempting to expand our library holdings and we are in need of as
complete a file as possible of your mmerous papers, articles, etc. We would gladly
defray any costs involved including xeroxing, etc. The same is true of duplicates
of your collections if a mutually agreeable sales price can be agreed upon.

Your works are of great significance to Hawaiian and Pecific botany and we would
like as complete a set as possible,

At some future date I hope you and your wife will consider a visit to Kauai as
guests of the Garden.

Yours sincerely,

William L. Theobald
Director

WLT:hko

Enclosures
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NYBG The New York Botanical Garden

Brons, New York 10458 (212) 220 8700

April 11, 1979

Dr. Otto Degener
R. 1, Box 89
Mokuleia Beach
Waialua, Oahu,
Hawaii 96791

Dear Dr. Degener:

I received your postcard mailed 4/3/79 today. We
have a copy of Crawford's Hawaii's Crop Parade
1937. The copy is in good condition. It includes
your list of errata and the printed correction
sheet.

Our spring has arrived at last. The rock garden
provides new delights each day.

Yours sincerely,

CMZ_L,?
Charles R. Long,-Director

Library and Plant Information Services

CRL/d
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The New York Botanical Garden

Bronx. New York 10458 1212) 220 8700

April 10, 1979

Dr. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Oahu Hawaii 96791

Dear Otto:

It gives me great pleasure to write announcing that you
have been named as one of the recipients of the Garden's
Distinguished Service Award for 1879.

Although it is customary for the recipients to receive
the award in person, I imagine yours will be presented in
absentia. Should, however, you plan to be in New York or
wish to have any members of your family present, this would
of course, add to the occasion. Do let me know what your
schedule will be on May 3, 1979 at 2 p.m. and whether or not
we may expect you at the Garden.

If you cannot be present, following the ceremony, we will
send the award to you.

Meanwhile, I am enclosing a copy of last year's program,
for T am sure that you will enjoy noting the names of past
recipients provided here.

It is with great pleasure that I send you this letter.

Sincerely yours,

i,

oward S. (Irwin
President

HSI:le
enc.
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NYBG

The New York Botanical Garden

Bronx, New York 10458

Dr. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Wailua, Hawaii 96791

Dear Otto:

commendation.

(212) 220 8700

April 6, 1979

Thanks for the copies of your richly deserved

Even before receiving this I had nomi-

nated you for the Garden's 1979 Distinguished Service
Award, which will be conferred in May, about which
you will hear more presently.

I have asked head curator Dr. Pat Holmgren
to see if she can get you the labels you requested.

Again, congratulations.

I hope the laudatory

words of Hawaiian legislators have been and will con-
tinue to be backed up with deeds.

1lp

,ﬁoﬁaﬁd S

Sincerely,

President
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DRS. OTTO & I5A DEGENER
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialoa, OCahu, Hawai
96791 U.S A

Aprll 9 19?9.

Dear Dr. Irwim

I have your kind letter of April 6, and beg to cor-
rébet it ( as I have correeted a recent letter from Berlin). I am !
actuzlly being honored not for what I have apeomplished, but what
Isa = I have accomplished, We got married in 1953, and we have
hesn teapmates esver sinces By Nature she is the brains, while I am
the plug horse or tortoise. Do please talk to Dr. Sleumer about
her. Hes supavvised her doctorate studies in Berline.

Pate unfortunately hotched the visit to our beach home of the
Nairs and their California collsague 2 few days aszo. I had an ap-
rointment with an ophthalmolosist &n Wahiawa in tpe morning of
their sechedulms visit day. /= discovered fHat mf eyes are like
those of a man of sixty = I still ecan read the '[lhone boo with=
ont #lasses. "v minor trouble is a slight decrease in ecircula-
tion in the eye capillaries. You may renember, I wear a pace=
maker under the eonnective tissue of nmy right shoulder.

On ocur return shortly hefore noon, we wers really frightened
as Isa's mother, after lLending over to piek up the garden hose, -
had suffered a mild heart attack during our absence. So Isa & |
mother rushed to our family phy-lcian in the village of Walalua,
followed by a trip by Isa to the Wahiawa Hospital with a blood
sample,

Our guests arrived about two o'clock (after my siesta), and un-
fortunately left before Isa's return with the tatients I so re-
rret the Nairs, especially Mrs. Nair from Huneary, did not neet
Mrs. Degener from Germany.

Isa'= mother is now so well and we have such a reliable tenant
couple on the lot, that Isa & I shall fly to our Voleano home on &
diffarent island Wednesday afternoone. We must finish drying it out
alter an 17 ineh flooding of our basement there.

Thank you again for your intended kindness, but I Just wender
whether a tortoise deserves an Award. Should not the summa cum
laude hare have it instead? Flease do consult with Dr. Sleumer.

ﬂlohl,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



The New York Botanical Garden

Bronx, New York 10458 (212) 22008700

6 April 1979

Dr. Otto Degener
R. #1, Box 89
Mokulei Beach
Waialua, Oahu
Hawaii 97971

Dear Dr. Degener:

Howard has asked me to provide you with the
gummed labels requested in your letter of 31 March. |
hope the enclosed labels are the kind you want. If you
need more, pleastwrite again.

Unfortunately, Noel and | didn't make it to Hawaii
this winter. We just didn't feel that we could take off
enough time to justify the long trip. Instead we spent
one week on the island of Dominica. We do hope to get
to Hawaii one of these days.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

(P

Patricia K. Holmgren
Head Curator

PKH/amk

encl.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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April 1, 1979

Dear Otto and Isa,

I thought I should let you know that I've sent copies
of the splendid Senaste Resolution to the following
people -- all of whom would be glad to read the

zood news:

Harry Whitten

Herb and Doris Mann

Cliff and Mellie Davis
Charlie Lamoureux

Rick Warshauer

Virginia Dicks

Keith Woolliams

Derral Herbst

Rene Sylva

John Obata

James Jacobi

Bob Hobdy

Jan ten Bruggencate, Kauai
Edward Arrigoni

Alice Frost Douglas, West Hawaii Today
Linda Mull

Barbara Mull

Hamp and Meredith Carson

What a joy to do this!

liba,
M ae

wtisuresed #7779
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March 30, 1979

Dear Otto and Isa,
CONGRATULATIONS !

What & joy to receive a copy of the Semate resolution
honoring you! Bill sand I are just delighted with
this official recognition of your joint contributions
to the knowledge and welfare of lawaii,

You must be highly pleased to see that the resolution
is gigned by 23 Senators, including all three from
the Big Island, The other two Senators must have
been unavailable for the signing, or it looks as
though there wasn't room on the sheet!

Yesterday I made 20 xerox copies to send out to
people who would want to know of this commendation
and who would rejoice with you on this most
felicitous occasion, Right now I'm sending copies
to H, and D, Mann, C, and M, Davis and C, Lamoureux,

And others will follow,

I'd be tickled to send copies to anyone you suggest,
so please give me some ideas,

Your letter in the Advertiser and the article that
followed were most appropriate, and the postscript
was not necessary after all, Mahale for sending

| me the carbons,

Bill and I had pleasant phone conversations twice
with Dr, and Mrs, Hathaway, We were plad to give
them a few useful tips on birding locations,

We're eager to see you over here, Until then,

| Wit o ffedtiovate alrtra,

| Mae
(ﬁ“ SLVCI a cof. *3
Hmmj leittze. " ( How )
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