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PhiTomceet A 41:302.1979 January 8, 1979
Dear Otto & Isa:

Just a note to let you know that your latest paper went
off to the printer today. To save you a bit of cost, I appended
it to the last page of another paper, where there was room for i
If all Hoes well it should be in tha mails to subscribers 4
wasks fpom today and if the printer send me tbe usual number
of copiss you can expect 2 copies of the issue from me free and
I widl ¥sar out loo copies of the page From the copies that go
to dfheryauthors so that you can sendthem to Russiéa although
theywill have the end of another man's paper on top. If you do
not want this PLEASE WRITE ME AT ONCE TO TELL me so and then you
will have to ordar 100 copiss of JUST your paper direct from Mr. |
Bradley R. Maxey, Braun-Brumfield, Inc., P. 0. Box 1203, Ann :
Arbor, Mich. 48106 and I will not deface any copies hers. We
went to Calif for Xmas to be with the kids and ogle Kelsey, but
had to leave a weel sarly because we both took sick and did NOT
want to burden them with sick parents on their hands,., lieare
pretty much under the weather still., All best wishes,

as ever W

— —=
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COMMENDING DiR. OTTO DEGENER.

WHEREAS, the flora and fauna of Hawaii's upigue islend
ecaosystem arae a most treasured natural resource; and

WHEREAS , the preservation of our wildlife resources, wiich
have adapted and evolved in our isolated oceanic environment
over many thousands of years, lias become a paramount concern in
the recent years of Hawaii's rapid urbanization; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Otto Degener, botanist, taxonomist, conserva-
tionist, author, and advocate, has devoted well over a half-
century toward a bettex understanding of our invaluable yet
highly sensitive natural environment; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Degener's many works, including Plants of
Howaii National Park and the soven—-volume Flora yfwailansTE,
comprise an unparalleled collection of information on plant-1iife
in Hawaii, and stand as a remarkable resource in itself to students,
teachers, scientists, and laymen alike, both locally and world-

wide; anc

WHEREAS, Dr. Degener has been an inspiration to countless
others in teaching the values of native ecosystems, in encouraging
study of llawaiian plants, and in recruiting new workers for pro- .
tection of native wildlife and plantsi and

WIEREAS, Dr. Degener stood alone for most of the past fifty
yoars as a voice in the wilderncss, steadily appealing year after
year for recognition of Hawaii's botanical wondegs and conscrvalion
oF their habitats, having no peer in his unshakeable, deep commit-
nent to Hawaii's natural environment; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Degener has been tireless in his forthright,
fearless efforts to educate and influcnce government officials,
developers, journalists, other conservationists, and the general
publi¢ to scek protection of native habitats from the bulldozer,
feral mammals, introduced game, and introduced weeds that pavucalize
in our native forests; and
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WIHEREAS, Dr. Degener has influenced and inspired many
people in Hawaii and throughour the world with his deep love oL
fauna, flora, and the land which is Hawaii; and

WIEREAS, all of us who care about o natural beauty and
special qualities of these islands that set Hawaiil apart in the
work of nature, owe a bottom-line debt of gratitude to Dr. Degener
for his lifetine perseverance in relating humankind to the natural
environment upon which we ultimately depend for survival as a
species; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Degener, who will be eighty this year, continues
to demonstrate his remarkable stamina, good humor, and zest to get
on with research and writing projects--and initiate new ones; and

WHEREAS, this outstanding service of Dr. Otto Degener in
fostering the preservation of our community's ‘precious wildlife
resources is worthy of our recognition and commendation; and

WHEREAS, it is particularly fitting that his five and one—
half decades of generous service to Hawail be extolled by the
State Legislature; now, therefore, :

BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Tenth Legislature of the
State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 1979, that it commend Dr. Otto
Degener for his contribution te the preservation and enhancement
of Hawaii's wildlife resources; and

|
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution
be transmitted to Dr. Degener.

OFFERED BY D‘el

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




The Senate of the State of “Hawaii
hereby presents 10:

DR. 0OTT0 DEGENER
Jenate “Resolution “No. 294

entitled:

COMMENDING DR. OTTO DEGENER

adopted this 22nd day of MARCH 1979

J#/—?_

“President of the Senate

"J.ﬁ. \I

A
’ o - -
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‘The TENTH I-egislature
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DIRECTOR: PRIVATE BAG, AUCKLAND, 1.
E. &. TURBOTT, M.Sc, NEW ZEALAND
TELEPHONE 30-443
AUCKLAND INSTITUTE AND MUSEUM.,
AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND.
9 January 1979

Dr O, Degener,
Voleano,
Hawali 96785,

U,8.A,

Dear Dr Degener,

Many thanks for the package of 29 dried
specimens which arrived today, We are gra&siul that you
remember the AK herbarium in this way end,Value the plant
specimens you send us,

Yours sincerely, ;
Je— . %;;,_ﬁgL—_7'

Jeanne H, Goulding
Botanist

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




2232 Halekoa Drive
Honolulu, Hawaii 96821
January, 1979

Dear Friends:

It is obviously too late to wish you a happy holiday season, and
all that, but we hope that you will receive this brief "annual report!"
as a wish for a very happy and successful 1979.

The reasons for our procrastination toward the end of 1978 are
too obvious to us. First, retirement has brought no extra time, but on
the contrary we seem to find less and less time since 1976 for personal
matters. 1978 was especially busy, as the first volume of Flora Vitiensis
Nova: A New Flora of Fiji was going through the press and is now being
issued (as of January 10) by the Pacific Tropical Botanical Garden. The
manuscript and illustrations for the second volume are now being assembled,
and we are aiming for the issue of this by early 1981 at the latest.
Other editorial duties for the "PTBG" seem to occupy the rest of our time,
and we increasingly realize the delusion that retirement is a time for
leisure and relaxation, a realization that certainly does not make us
unhappy. However, an inevitable casualty of this kind of life is
sociability, and as our social activities dwindle toward zero we do have
regrets, and we hope that friends will understand and will be willing to
accept this report (and even the typed envelope) as a sincere thought for
their happiness and well-being.

The ills attendant upon advancing years do not need to be emphasized,
but on the whole we have been reasonably fortunate during the past year
and have not wasted too much time that can be put to better use. It is our
wish for all of you that you are keeping pleasantly busy in whatever
activities most satisfy you.

And with that, a belated Happy New Year,

Al and Emma Smith

As you see, we are getting on, but slowly. Haven't been outside of .
Honolulu for over a year. I am working on the dicots now and hopefully will
get out vol. 2 on schedule, but it is more interesting to me_and probably I
am going even slower as a result. The work would go faster if I didn't have
to spend a few hours a week keeping our "garden" (i. e. back yard) under
control. Best wishes to you both,

il

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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D-3400 Gsttingen, 8- 1-1979

Herrn
Dr., Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive

Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii 96791
USA

fiir die uns zum Jahresbeginn iibersandten 20 Herbarexemplare
danke ich herzlich. In einem Fall fehlt das Etikett, auf

einer beigelegten Karte steht die Nummer 34.837a. Die Pflanze
erinnert mich an ein Vaccinium (¢st aber vielleicht etwas ganz
anderes!). Wenn Sie uns dazu noch das Etikett senden kdénnten,

whira es schin,

Mit vielen guten Wiinschen fiir 1979
und herzlichen GriiBen, auch an Ihre Frau,

Ihr

\.,]1 .[A;“‘GJ r}/wm "ag/,

(Poof.Dr.G.Wagenitz)

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Lieber Herr Dr. Degener, r,<? A%y & R Hes
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Jardin Botanique National de Belgique

Domaine de Bouchout

B.-1860 MEISE (Belgique) Le 12 Janvier 1879

$ P/o:b{?f/
Le Jardin Botanique National de Belgique a I'hon-

neur d'accuser réception de | colis

contenant 17 spécimens d'herbier

que vous avez bien voulu lui envoyer : i Monsieur DrsOtto Degener
PERN" _ peteus—de—prdl=n" : 68 = 617 Crozier Drive
échange - dem-peus—datecrmination Waialua —Oahu

Sahangs . :

— s, _HAYATL 96791
et vous en remercie/vivement. : U.5.A.

LE CHEF DU DEPARTEMENT 17 spécimens d'herbier de Hawai en é&change.

SPERMATOPHYTES-PTERIDOPHYTES,

Bl ¢

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




BOTANISCHE STAATSSAMMLUNG Menzinger Strasse 92 212.1.1979
MONCHEN Telefon 089/1792-1 = =
Direktor: Prof. Dr. H. Merxmaller D-8000 Minchen 19
Tageb.Nr.: 743/q

Drs. Otto&IsaDegener
P.O .Box 154

VOK AN O, Hawaii
96785 U.S.A.

Sehr verehrter Herr Dr. Degener!

Thre Sendung mit Endemiten aus Hawaii ist gut bei uns einge-
troffen. Die Botanische Staatssammlung schiitzt sich gliicklich
iiber diesen so wertvollen Zugang fiir das Herbar, und ich

darf mich aufrichtig dafiir bedanken, daf Sie uns mit diesen Be—
sonderheiten bedacht haben!

Fiir das eben erst so richtig anlaufende Jahr 1979 darf ich Ihnen
und Threr verehrten Frau Gemahlin beste Wiinsche und Griife
ibermitteln.

¢
Ihr gehr ergebener

VoA T

Prof. Dr. H. Merxmiiller

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Jen. 13, 1979.

Dear Dr. Theobtald:

Mree Do, & I are delichied that Al has finally completed the first
yolume of his Flora. Tlaase nail us & copy ¢ith discount as book cealers witn a State
License, I just meiled you » batch of paperbacks as ordered wits an overdus bill with
the current one, in which I grant your §ardsn a4 toede disoount of 1/3. T Ron't daou
what the snlpping charge will be on your volume. Just credit the Smith took cost againest
my biii,

As the Tacs Trope. Bot. Garden s publisher of the volume, postzal Fagulations sllow
you to mail shipnents (even herberiun specimensl) via "L brary fate ¥ within the U.S.

T is comas ta 18 cents for the firat sound snd 5 cents additionnl for each add. pound.
IF your paatnan $riss <o rail the book "2ack Fost", have him'ehek histpustal Blbles

Wy vRplesals eollection of Fifian Plants in 1940-41 was very widely distributed. I wrota ‘
out master labels, Al identified the material, and scads of duplicate labels were writ-

tan by two secretaries Dr. Kerrill kindly assiomed to ma for about two ysars during my
stay in ¥ew York. I then matled sets widely to institutions in Eurcpe, fHorth America,
Wew Zealand & Australia. Parhaps vour bock store should mail advertisenents to herbaria
eyintine in those areas, I ot Ay Treclse ranes & addresses from Holmgren & Keuken's
"Index Herbariorum."

By the way, I have been scattering herbarium specimens throughout the World to about
A5 institutions (including some in Russia & China). I don't bother with Hawalian ones
as it would be too much like shipping coals to Neweastle. Only "outside" institutions
prige even our most common plants &s gifts. Such gifts stimulate our book sales, Qur
Flora Haw., seems better known outside the Islands than within.

Congratulations in getting Al's book finally published. We just wish he had add ed
year date of collection of taxa - it would at a glance give immediately a rough idea if
the taxon is common, getting rare, or has probably become extinct. We were gfeatly up=
set during our last trip to Fiji to see the wholesale devastation. I guess Joh Archbold
helped finance publication,

If you wish & have plenty to spare, we will be glad yo lay an advertisement in each
of the 85 pigeon holes & boxes of herb. specimen reciplents. When enough specimens ac-
cumulate, we rush the boxes out of the house toc s'ave them from a possible tsunami &
to give us more room to turn around.

I hope you can help stem the tide of destruction, but for an lndividual to become

unpopular and remain emplyed is difficult. We free lances don't care much about
‘hether the destroyers love us or note.

Alche,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Jan. 14, 1979.

Dear Mr. Longi

It is indeed kind of you to help us so efficiently in ocur predicament
regarding the original ms., particularly concerning Argyroxiphium, the silver= &
greanswords. The letters help a 1ittle bit, but the completed ms., is still lost.
Living on two separate islands, Isa & I kept two separate ms., coples of the entire
paperback, and had sent ong of the coples to Huntas I have written its new director
with the hope that ms., may be in Pittsburgh. This loss, if it really proves to be
one, we consider in excess of $1,000 if valued in ecash., We spent so much time on it,
and established new species thanks to Haw. Volc. Nat. Park Ranger Don Reeser.

Reeser grew Island of Hawaii & island of Maul -swords in the same sreenhiouse at
Voleano under ldentical conditions. We hased our conclusions on such material rather
than on herb., specimens collectedunder various conditions in the wilde Not wishing to
have contamination of Haw., taxa with Mauil "blood" following the criticism of Mae
Mull & us Degeners, the forelen collections were destroyed rather than being planted
in the Park (on the wromg island). In fact, 2 score or more years ago the East Maui
silversword was wrecklessly planted out of the Island of Haweii. As a result we are
not sure what we have. Is such a plant we now find in the vicinity the true A. samde
wicense ch.. of Hawaii, the true macrocephalum A. Gray of BEast Maui, or a hybrid
between the two? In an attempt to reduce such mischief, we prevailed upon the Nat.
Park personnel ¥$o rip out the Maul specimens planted in the serub around 7,000 feet
elevatione

Unable to publish the new edition of our paperback, we ordered a new printing of
the current edition. It 1s dangerous to get College orders that ws cannot fill, as
then the instructor may change to some other author's work and forzet us forever.

A previous costly debacle wasting about three months® of our time was caused by
John Archbold, a pleasant man probably close to 70 by this time. His mother Anne

was so &fficlent and had such a powerful personality that she eclypsed her children, of

whom I have met three. John, some years back, retained his former History Professor
Austin Moore, then retired (for $10,000 = ';20.000) to write a book about his mother
and about the Cheng He (including my ownepship of the vessel & beyond). I furnsihed
one editor after another (chosen by vascyillating John) with notes, documents, photos
& editing. Cratdful to his mother for tWe Fiji trip, my time & effort was of course
free. The book’has not yet appearsd, and I imagine the son is no longer interested in
publishing what probably would have been essentially a biography of his fearless
mother. I know she kidnapped her children by boat from her divorced husband living in
a castle in Ireland., She was one of the early woman big game hunters in Afrieca. In
fact, when a rhinoceros threatened to attack her, she cooly stood her ground and
opened & closed her parasol in its face intil it zot bewildered and trotted offs.

After Mrs. A., quarrelled with Mrs (& david) Fairchild on the Moluccan Expedition,
I took the latter's place as botanist on the Cheng Ho. Years ago I gave original cor-
respondence & documents to Hunt at Pittsburgh and a box of Fiji photos to the Bishop
Museum library. Please eventually return the enelosures or their xeroxes.

Hur S n
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. Before surrendering the premises, the Tenant will give the Landlord written

.The Tenant may not keep pets on the premises;

the Tmat SHheNesiereotpiy SfoFAReloting

wEhaen a5h .
'%m {g baquest my ht.e brother Herbert made in 1922 to ; nan u'ao :
onalulu e t.o a_Chinese slelan who
@ﬁé Sl i SR el
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agFEamE Mﬁ&qrnmtﬁmmmmm the botndl aranetebiedAgs ] condifians ate
tetonding coviiPtmofathis agreement are not observed by the Tenant, the Tenant |
will peaceably surrender to the Landlord possession of the premises; “u\ ]

Upon denig1 80 PUse BBARNt will not surrender the premises, the Landlord or his " |

notice of intent to vacate a.t least 25 days before the next rent paiment date, and if

Agent may re-enter the premises and terminate this agreement, and may expel i p
the Tenant and bring summary possession and other 1em]omoceedmga against | \ .“‘ ]
the Tenant; AT

enter upon the premises and examine the

or for sale; s { g,@_ Qﬁ Vs
The Landlord will pay for water used on the premisés and ‘Tenan pay for Nl

all other utilities and services; -
The provisions of this agreement shall benefit and bind the Landlord . a.nd the

Tenant and their respective heirs, executors, administrators, successors and

permitted assigns;

:
The Landlord or his Agent may, upon reaso g notic:ﬁ‘rag business hours = f
nditi or to/ offer for rent | ‘

A deposit of $ has been made by the Tenant to secure the return of keys,
payment of rent, adjustment of furnishings lost or damaged, damage to premises,
proper checking of inventory at the termination of tenancy, proper cleaning of '
premises and honoring this lease until its proper termination. The Landlord will
refund the unused portion of the deposit,

Neo lltsrltionl such as painting, carpentry ner plumbing werk etc., no exchange of

. furnishings, ner any cemmerclal enterprises such as car repair and sales, surfboard

repairs, and ne waterbeds witheut Landlerd's written censent.

EXECUTED in duplicate the day and year first above written.

BY:

(Landlord)

(Tenant)
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28 Jan. 1979

Lieber Herr Degener:

Ihr Brief ist so sehr interessanti Icll dmente meins Usrwanaten warven
peistens in Eraten Weltkrieg ungekomnen,

38 1ch Aperilapes bin nfissan Sia arwarien dass mein XNEIY Deutsch sohr schlecht ist, Ich
achicke Ihnen per Schiffspost Antwortem IN ENGLISCH su Ihren Fragene.

Mein Yater war 273 Mal 1244 in B-a.cschuni getoren und starb 22 Sept. 19153 meins Mutter

in FMantua, 2ur Zelt cesterrsich, 27 Juni 1853, star® 11 Sept. 1020; Eruder Herbert 1994 - 111 -

Junl 1653; Zehwests= Trma 5 Nove 1381 = 20 Juni 1993 Brudar Ar=in 7 = 1k Sert. 19723
reln #ltester Brudsr W1lllam Dagener, J=., 1=% ' fber 95 und 1%t noch. Selns Addresse it
35 Masnolia Drive, Dobbs Ferry, New York, U3A. Er ist Textilkauffmann, wie mein Vater
war. Da wir ingefihr ein viertel der ¥alt antfsrnt leben heben wir une 'u.nga richt ge-
=ghn, ¥ir schreiban vielleicht Tlnf mal per Jahrs Weirachten, atc, .

Ich habe Briefe von neinenm Vater die er seinen Eltern von Singapore nach Braunscheiz
als junger Mann schrieb. Koennte jemand Sie auf der Schreilmachine gut abschreiben und
dann viellelcht 50 Yopen per Xeroxmachine macher. lassen flir Utto & andere Degeners?
Vielleicht sollten qie originale Brief mit den 100+ Jahre Alten Narken Herrn Dr. Israel
die Bibliothek mugeimnyerden Ly war sehr hilfber und ldebonmintirdig. DMe Betef sind schuehr
zu lesen well die Pinte etwas verblichen ist.

Es wllre mussercrdentlich irtsvessant Sis und andere Degeners in Gliterslch zu treffen
aber 13 Mai werde ich B0 sein, und ich trage jetmt schon ein Herzschrittmesser. Ich kann ni
mehr viel relsen. Ich bin gesundt fiir meinem Alter; aber um nicht beinah einzuschlafen an
Nachmittag, nehme ich aine Siesta flir 30 Hinuiznh nach den Mittagseseon. Warscheinlich wind
dann maln durstiges Cehirn tosser durchblutet wenn ich lans liece.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Intemationater Dagenar-Krels - Postfach 1451 - 4830 Gitersloh 1

Familie
Otto Degener

Volecano / Hawai

Internationaler
Degener-Kreis

14. Januar 1979 -Sonntag-

Sehr geehrtée Frau Degener,
sehr geehrter Herr Dr. Degener,

am 19. April 1980 -Sonnabend- veranstalte ich in
der Stadthalle Giitersloh

das ersbte internationale Degener-Treffen.

Hierzu mochte ich Sie und Ihre AngehSrigen schon
heute herzlich einladen.

Beginn: 10.00 Uhr - Ende “18.00 Uhr

Die Btadt Braunschweig teilte mir Ihre Anschrift
mit und freue ich mich, wenn ich Sie am dem Fest-
tag begriiBen diirfte.

Geben Sie mir bitte auch die Redaktionen Ihrer
Tageszeitungen bekannt.

Mit freundlichem Gruf

v’é‘i.:._..;axz@f_g;w

Internationaler Degener-Kreis Heinrich Degener
Postfach 1451 - Rhedaer StraBe 39 - 4830 Giitersloh 1 - Telefon 05241/51654
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ALLERTOM PO UNGERS

il PACIFIC TROPICAL BOTANICAL

HDAND OF THUSTEES -

FAERIDENT
MATED LETTUNICH

CINECTOR

March 30, 1979

WILLIAM L. THEC
GENERAL COUMSEL

Dear Colleagues:

The Robert Allerton Medal, a biennially award for excellence in the fields of tropical
botany or horticulture, will again be given in 1979. The first two recipients were
Dr. R. E. Holttum in 1975 and Dr. C. G. G. J. van Steenis in 1977,

In addition to the medal, an honorarium of one thousand dollars is presented and the
awardee is asked to attend one of our board meetings for a special event in his honor.
Each recipient is also requested to submit a paper for publication in our Allertonia
Series of Occasional Papers. I am enclosing a brief resume of the origin and intent
of this award.

It is hoped that the recipient in 1979 will be in the area of botany, while in 1981

and at possible future dates awards will be made in the area of horticulture, As in
the past, nominations are being sought from members of the Garden's Scientific Advisory
Committee and from a representative panel of botanists and horticulturists from through-
out the world.

Those who have been most prominently mentioned in previous years have included: Dr.
Albert C. Smith, Dr. E. J. H. Corner, Dr. Harold St. John and Dr. F. Raymond Fosberg.
However, please feel free to nominate any individual you think worthy of such an award.

I am enclosing a nomination form, which I hope you will use and return as soon as
convenient,

Yours sincerely,
William L. Theobald
Director

WLT:hko
Enclosures

POST OFFICE BOX 340, LAWAIL, KAlUAI, HAWAII 98785 * (B08) 322-8131
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THE ROBERT ALLERTON MEDAL

To honor Robert Allerton, who was one of the founding benefactors
of the Pacific Tropical Botanical Garden, the Trustees of the Garden
were pleased to announce the inauguration of the Robert Allerton Medal
in 1975. The medal is to be awarded biennially for excellence in the
fields of tropical botany or horticulture.

It is most fitting that this award, which can be given either for
a specific achievement or to reflect an entire career in science,
should be presented in the name of a man whe did so much to further
the causes of botany and horticulture., Robert Allerton's life-long
interest in tropical plants is reflected today in two living monuments:
the lovely landscaped gardens at Lawai-Kai and the Pacific Garden, a
project which might never have materialized had Robert Allerton not given
generously of his encouragement and financial support.

The Robert Allerton Medal is accompanied by an honorarium of $1,000,
and was first presented in 1975. Recipients are asked to present at the
presentation ceremony, which will be scheduled to coincide with a meeting
of the trustees, and they are asked to prepare a paper which will sub-
sequently be published by the Pacific Garden as one of its series of
Occasional Papers.

Members of the Pacific Garden's International Scientific Advisory
Committee, comprising a representative panel of distinguished botanists
and horticulturists, are asked to make recommendations for the award of
the Medal. Nominations are requested from the heads of botanical gardens
and arboreta, and from other scientists. The Executive Committee of the
Board of Trustees of the Pacific Garden will act as a jury in selecting
the person to be honored.
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3pealing horticulturally, we nominate the above as no stigsa of moral turpitude is in any
way connescted with his character. Te do otherwlse might in the eyes of many botanists we
have met in Int. Bot. Consrasses reflect upon the judgnent of us voters and upen that of
the Fae. Trop. Bot. Garden. ¥e want the fragrance of Lonicera rather than &ef Symplocarpus.
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The New York Botanical Garden

Bronx, New York 10458 (212) 220 8700

March 29, 1979

Dear Otto and Isa,

I was pleased to receive your letter and copy of "Rainbow Falls
Hospital for Hilo." Don't let a few aches and pains depress you. I am
sure that you will continue to live a gratifying and productive life
as long as you keep your marvelous sense of humor.

Dr. Nair is leaving tonight. He will be consulting in San Diego
with Dr. Trevor McMorris, who identifie&_sh57st£ruidal sex hormone from
Achlya . This was the first steroidifgstated’from a plant. Remember
Alma Barksdale worked on these hormones from her water molds. It was a
beautiful piece of work. Poor Alma is very ill -- a disintegration of
the cerebellum. She is flat on her back and helpless, but her mind is
keen. I saw her two weeks ago. You are in excellent shape in compari-
son, so NO COMPLAINTS.

Dr. Nair and Trevor are great natural products chemists. Trevor
is Professor of Chemistry at University of California, San Diego, at
La Jolla. They are lots of fun and you would enjoy meeting them.
Nair's wife, Valeria, is an organic chemist in Dr. Nakanishi's department
at Columbia University. By the way, she is Hungarian, and a delightful
girl. Trevor was recently widowed. Our beloved Helen died New Year's
eve after a brief bout with cancer. She was 49. Trevor is chairman of
a session at the American Chemical Society meetings, and we are pleased
he did not follow his impulse to cancel out. I do hope you all get to
meet one another.

Take care. If you don't like the doctors there, try a trip to New
York. We'll keep you busy, happy and away from all things medicinal,

With best wishes to you both,
Affectionately,
(f/rw Zacho
Annette Hervey
Mr. & Mrs. Otto Degener

68617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii
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Missouri
Botanical

27 March 1979

Dr. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii 96791

Dear Dr. Degener:

I am writing in response to your letter of 7 Feb. 1979, asking
us to help locate one of your Rubus of Russia collections in
order to label such a specimen received at Bailey Hortorium.
Upon loocking through our undetermined Rosaceae and in the Rubus
of Russia in our Herbarium, I did not locate any of your collec-
tions that looked like Rubus. Perhaps we did not get this
collections

It would have been helpful if Ms. had sent your collection number
for this specimen. Nevertheless, I wanted you to know that I
had looked for a Rubus and had found none at this point.

Perhaps the sheet is stored in one of several of our other undeter-
mined material areas. I will continue to loock for it in the next months.

Sincerely,

Sheri G. Murphy %

Herbarium Supervisor

phr. SN
,ﬁL{!{[g‘. y 4 tJ:@._-‘/ 4
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RICHARD & M, WONG
FRESIDENT

DUKE T RAWASAH|
WICE M siDENT

JOSEFH T RURDOA
MAGWTY LEaDER

ANSON CHONG
GEORGE M TOYOFUKU

ASBSTANT MAIORITY LEADENS

NORMAN MIZUGLICH
MAIORITY FLOOR LEADER

DANTE K CARPENTER
MAMNORL YAMASAK)
PATSY K. YOLING
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CHARLES M CAMPHELL
MALDKITY. FOLICY LEADER

JOHN T LISHLIMA
CHATRMAN EUERITUS

FIRST DISTRICT,
DANTE ¥. CARPENTIR
STANLEY 1 HaRs
JOHN T, IJSM‘JIII.‘

SECOND DISTRICT
HESRY TAKITAM]
BAAMONL FAMAS L

THIRD NSTRICT
PALPH K. AJIFU.
T, G, ANDLASON
MARY CIORGE

FOURTH DESTRICT
BENJAMIN 4 CAYETAND
JOREPH T, KURDDA
RORMAN WIFUGUEW
PATEY b YOUNG

FIFTH DiSTRICT
CHARLES M. CAMPRELL
DUSE 7. wAWASAKY
RICHARD S W, WONG
16 win

SiATH DISTRICT
NEIL ABERCROMBIE
JOMN 5, CARROLL
ANSON CHONG
WADSWORTH TFE

SEVENTH DISTRICT
STEVE CO8N
CEMNIS O COnNOn
PATRICIA SAnc)

W. BUDDY SOARES

EIGHTH ISTRICT
GEDAGE W, TOYORUKY
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The Senate
¢ Centh Legislature
of the

Siate of Hatuaii

e

HONOLULU, HAWAII

March 22, 1979

Dr. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive :
Wailua, Hawaii 96791

Dear Dr. Degener:

I transmit herewith a certificate and
a copy of Senate Resolution No. 294, which
was this day adopted by the Senate of the
Tenth Legislature of the State of Hawaii,

Regular Session of 1979.

Respectfully,
%

Seichi Hirai

Clerk of the Senate
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Dear friends,

'L got at last the offprints of our Cuscéiuts — many thankst When it
cane , Iz "was just reading yeur sxcellient narrative of Jour expedi=
tion to Viti-Islands (reading for the Third tima) and enjoyeg your
disicuseion on. plants and rassismus.

We ‘ere now preparing with some colleagues an excursion with Inturisl
to some places in the Ceniral Asian desert rezion = we hope that in
April the vezetation could be at its bast there.f would like to com—
pare the Iragi desert comminiiles with the Cetral Asian ‘ones,and
mas{ of ihe colleunzues have not seen any deuert yet = go it will Bs
axtrenely interesting Bor all of us.oone collegeyes bruught from hhaza
an interestins Enhedra swbich seems ‘to be& ‘uite new and the most primi-
tive type of sll Ephedras itmis would confirm my Lheory of the center
of 'rigin of this genus in Central Asim and not in the liediterranean;
885 some BClEﬂtlBIS think.

We are trying to find a possibility to join an Russisn excureion
__to the Phg;flc ,cpnqerg;ng the Gonsevvation of Bcbanic Ialanda - the
prmhahl_ ty is not Bigh but wve hope non the less.it would be Pine to
‘use you Flora of Haweii in tropical dizlunds!

Meantlme I prepave s survey of plant communiiies of 3gringa i % )
CzecHoslovakia = it is interestine how different are plant eemmunftles-i*
in this froup in the Carpathisng snd Sudetic regions, eapsexally in o
Ploverin- plants.Moss synusis are more similar =they hbd twids as
time Lo migraie if compared with flowering plante,and ‘esgier wag of
ﬁlﬁsamznatlon.ﬂhe vegelst ign history is yery: fascinating.

Do You kaow any metkod how to make the day to last at least 30
hours? Thete are =0 meny problemy one would like to pesp.in - and
thers is also lhe Iamuly,ny two grandehildren and my youngest son
in gymnasium =~ it is Jifficult do decide what to do fivat =

Weny thanka for the Cus cgtanpaperﬁ\ﬁeat wishes to you bothl

Prahe 22,3.79 Emill[lindye
Ineb.of Ly
Mald EXymai
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Wareh 16, 1979

Dear Annette:

I was saddened to learn of Dr. Robbinti passing from a previocus copy of
our Newsletters I was under the impression thet Krs. Robbins had predeceased him and
that only one son, whom I had met casuslly many years ago, survived,

Confidentinlly, being only eight years Dr. Robtbins' junlor and having died last
year, d=ath doea not seem so horrible as suréivors usually imagines To be sure, present 1!
and to live in the enihmatie future are both interesting, but not particularly jJoyfule
Dr. Bobhins, 1 feel sure, would not approve of grief; in fact, he would be saddened
were he to havs caused it by his departure,

Just about 2 year ago I dined betwesn Isa & her molher in our National Fark, Sudden=
1y, with the appetising entree before me, I f=lt myself drifting into a mest pleasing
sleep. In fact, T was truly irritated when Iss & mother strenucusly aroused me in widst
of 8 orowd of dinars. They maintain that I suddenly stretched my earms upward and stif=-
fened to almost upset my chair backward, Bern, apparently without hirth defects, hav=
ing 1lved 79 years actively & really sensibly, why should I not die by sinple heart
arrest uneonplicated by death defects? Luckily, a physiclan was dining at s.;f naighe
borine table and an anhbulance was garaged in the next bullding. A rush to the Hilo
Hospital thirty miles distant is giving me presumably another few yesrs thanks to a
prce=-naker,

Do; vlease, sdit or reject the Following:

As Dr, Rotbina*® accomplishments In the Tleld of Sclance are tmwell known to re=
quire repeating, I wish to sxprass how my sister, and after my marriags to her, Iss,
enjoyed our Sunday ginner invitatiocns to the Robbina home in Bronxvilles The conver=
sation was stimulating, at times interrupted by pertinsnt remarks by darling, somewhat
rischievous Mother Robbinas. Though his f1i0ld was not Taxononmy, Un Robbins envisioned
the CGarden's zreater martieipation In matiers African. He suggested I join an expedi=-
tior to that Continent and, after my return, to concentrate on African plants. Ena=
poured with the Mayalian flora, I had to decline the opportunity he was givineg me,

Rezarding Robbins relics you mention,, I feel it is urimarily the duty of & trained
archivist to deeide the disposals. To us some litile scrap mey aeem worthless yet, tha pos
cancellation may give & clue as to whethsr & voucher specinmen in a collecyion had been
eollented on the Teland of Hawaii or of Kaual. My aff}liation, almest from hirth with
"Bronx Park", forces me to mail wh_t I concider of bot. inter=st to Mr. Long. Christmas I
eards & elivpings according to wy oppinion not deserving of ratention as a xerox copy in "
our own library, we mail to the Hunts Bot. Library, Oarnesic=ilellon institute, Pitise
burghe Whether Isa & I thmﬁ- such material awey Lnto our own wastepaper basket or
Arehivist Karg dees so in Pittsburgh is rather unimportants The tundle goes by mail at
"Libtrary Rate™ for 14 cents for the first pound znd 5 cents for each additional one.
¥ho knows what bibliographle treasurses lirs. Kerg may unesarth - remember, too, even &
¥hristeas card signed by an suthor has money value to a bibliophile ewning one of his
bookse

Regarding Dre & Hrs. Fair, Isa & I do not know what to suggest. We ars both presently
not too welle We are really scheduled to be living al our nountain home nsazr the latlon=
al Fark on the Island of Hawaid, but are tarrying on Uahu because of medical checks &
treatments, It is nothing deadlye Isa has been tortured by tendemitis (arthritis) &
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Bothnfscher Garten E E R La N
uncl Botanisches Museum
Berlin-Dahlem o —

A
Botanischar Garten und Botanisches Mussum Beclin-Dahlam
Konigin-Luisa-Strals 6-8, D-1000 Berfin 33
L Telsion: B31 40 41 App-
Herrn ~intarn; (95) 4258
Dr.0tto Degener o
B.0.Box 154

_xﬁclcann
* Hawaii
o A Beriin,den  15.Mirz 1979

Lieber Herr Degener! = *

AnlsBlich der 3oo-Jdahr-Feier des Berliner Botanischen Gartens wird
die Willdenow-Medaille einigen Botanikern verliehen werden, die ent—
weder persiénlich oder durch das von ihnen geleitete Institut zum Wie-
deraufbau der Sammlungen und zum Ansshen des Botanischen Gartens und
Botanischen Museums Berlin-Dahlem beigetragen haben.

Wie S5ie sicher wiséen, wurde unsere gesamte Bibliothek und der grifte
Teil des Herbars durch einen Luftangriff im Mirz 1943 zerstirt. Dank
der groBziigigen Hilfe vieler Institute und Einzelpersonen konnte ein
grofer Teil dieser Uerluste seither wisder ausgeglichen werden, so dafB
unser Museum aufgrund seiner Bestdnde (2 Millionen Herbarexemplare,

50.0o0 Binde und loo.ooo Sonderdrucke) wieder das wichtigst
seiner Art in Deutschland ist. *

Andererseits haben die erfolgreichen Rktivititen Berliner B
der ganzen Welt das Ansehen Berlins als eines der tradition
der botanischen Forschung neu gefestigt. Sie haben dazu bei
unser Museum vor-dem Abgleiten in den Frovinzialismus zu he
dem es nach den Eresignissen des Kkrieges verurteilt zu sein

e Instiﬁuﬁ

otaniker in
ellen Zentren
getragen,
wahren, zu
schien.

Uir Freuen uns sehr, Ihnen mitteilen zu kdnnen, daB Sie als Empfinger

einer Willdenow-Medaille auserwshlt worden sind. Damit woll
Fiir die groBziigigen Beitrige zum Wiederaufbau unserer Samift

en wir Ihnen
ungen danken.

Die Willdenow-Medaille wird am lo.September 1979 wihrend des offiziellen

Jubildums-Festaktes Giberreicht werden, der im Auditarium Maximum der Frei-

en Universitat Berlin stattfinden wird. Wir hoffen sehr, da

miglich sein wird, an diesem Festakt teilzunehmen. Sollten Sie an der Teil—

nahme verhindert sein, sao michten wir Sie bitten, einen Ver
nennen, dem wir die Medaille anvertrauen kdnnen.

B es Ihnen

treter zu be-

Mit freundlichen GriiBen
o

s

FruFfDr.w(G eute
Leitendar Direkt

N.B. Weitere Informationen iiber die 3oo-Jahr-Feier und die

v
or

Zimmer-Reser-

o= 43

vierung fiir diese Zeit sind beigefiigt. Hotelzimmer sind in Berlin - inshe- ~

sondere in der Touristensaison - immer frithzeitig ausgebuch
halb unbedingt notwendig, die Reservierung sofort vorzunehm

t. Es ist das-
en.
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BotarJscher Garten B ER LI N

und _Blotanisches Museum
Berlin-Dahlem

Botanrscher Gartan und Botanisches Mussum Barlin-Dahlem
Konigin-Luise-Strafe 6-8, D-1000 Berlin 33

Telefor: 8314041 App:
Herrn - intmen: (95) 4258
Dr.O0tto Degener >
P.0.Box 154
Voleano
Hawaii

Berlin,den 15,Mirz 1979

Lieber Herr Degener!

AnldBlich der 3oo-Jahr-Feier des Berliner Botanischen Gartens wird
die Willdenow-Medaille einigen Botanikern verliehen werden, die ent-
weder persénlich oder durch das von ihnen geleitete Institut zum bie-
deraufbau der Sammlungen und zum Ansehen des Botanischen Gartens und
Baotanischen Museums Berlin-Dahlem beigetragen haben.

Wie Sie sicher wissen, wurde unsere gesamte Bibliothek und der grifte
Teil des Herbars durch einen Luftangriff im Mirz 1943 zerstiirt., Dank
der groBziigigen Hilfe vieler Institute und Einzelpersonen konnte ein
grofer Teil dieser Verluste seither wieder ausgeplichen werden, so daB
unser Museum aufgrund seiner Besténde (2 Millionen Herbarexemplare,
50.000 Binde und loo.ooo Sonderdrucke) wieder das wichtigste Institut
seiner Art in Deutschland ist.

Andererseits haben die erfoloreichen Aktivititen Berliner Botaniker in
der ganzen Welt das Ansehen Berlins als eines der traditionellen Zentren
der botanischen Forschung neu gefestigt. Sie haben dazu beigetragen,
unser Museum vor dem Abgleiten in den Provinzialismus zu bewahren, zu
dem es nach den Ereignissen des Krieges verurteilt zu sein schien.

Uir freuen uns sehr, Ihnen mitteilen zu ktinnen, daB Sie als Empfinger
einer Willdenow-Medaille auserwdhlt worden sind. Damit wollen wir Ihnen
Fiir die groBziigigen Beitrige zum Wiederaufbau unserer Sammlungen danken.

Die Uilldenow-Medaille wird am lo.September 1979 wihrend des offiziellen
Jubildums-Festaktes {iberreicht werden, der im Auditorium Maximum der Frei-
en Universitd#t Berlin stattfinden wird. Wir hoffen sehr, daB es Ihnen
miglich sein wird, an diesem Festakt teilzunehmen. Sollten Sie an der Teil-
nahme verhindert sein, so michten wir Sie bitten, einen Vertreter zu be-
nennen, dem wir die Medaille anvertrauen kénnen.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen
/5'/ P
L ;fdrn;:g
Prof.Dr.WsGreuter
Leitender Direktor

N.B. Weitere Informationen fiber die 3pp-Jahr-Feier und die Zimmer-Reser-
vierung fiir diese Zeit sind beigefiigt. Hotelzimmer sind in Berlin - inshe-
sondere in der Touristensaison - immer frithzeitig ausgebucht. Es ist das-
halb unbedingt notwendig, die Reservierunn sofort vorzunehmen.
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

HAWAI| FIELD RESEARCH CENTER
A REFLY RUFER T2 HAWAI | VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK

HAWAIl 96718
13 March 1979
Dear Siminar Participant:

We have been quite fortunate recently to have had at
Volcanoes National Park an influx of outstanding
scientists, from diverse specialities. This good
fortune continues!! Dr. R. Barrett from the University
of California Berkeley has agreed to give this month's
seminar enititled: "Ecology and Management of Wild
Pigs Around the World." Dr. Barrett completed his
doctorate in 1971 on the feral hog of California, and
is recognized as a world authority on management of
feral pigs.

Because of the short time that Dr. Barrett will be at

the park, we will have to move the seminar time to
3:00-4:00 PM on the 28th of March (Wednesday afternoon).
The meeting place will be the lounge area of the Research
Center Dormitory. Dr. Barrett has agreeded to remain for
a short time following his presentation to discuss feral
pig management problems in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park.

I look forward to seeing you all at the Research Center
on the afternoon on March 28th.

Sincerely,

%/@ L gfwj;’

Charles van Riper III
University of Hawaii CPSU

HAWAIT FIELD RESEARCH CENTER = A research facility for studles on rare and endangered species snd ecosyste=a in Hs

Hur on




The New York Botanical Garden

Bronx, New York 10458 12123 230 871

March 12, 1979

Mr. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii 96791

Dear Otto,

You probably know that our beloved Dr. Robbins died of a massive
cerebral hemorrhage last October. It was my privilege to have been
associated with him for over 36 years. Indeed, we were working in his
laboratory at The Rockefeller University until 5:00 p.m. on Saturday,
September 30th. We had planned to return to the lab Sunday morning,
and when I called for him at his apartment (two blocks away from the
lab) I found him on the floor, struggling to get up. We got him to
the New York Hospital by ambulance, but he lapsed into a coma about
noontime and never regained consciousness. He died on October 5th.

There is a void in our lives without him, but we hope to keep him
alive by continuing the research programs he initiated and in which
he was so actively interested. I must apologize for not sending you
sooner a copy of the enclosed article which I wrote for the Garden News—
letter. The photograph is exceptionally good, and I thought you might
like to have it. Dr. Robbins always spoke so highly of you and your
delightful wife. You know how personally pleased he was when you were
married! He spread the good news,

I have been asked to prepare an extensive biography for the Bulle-
tin of The Torrey Botanical Club. Fred Kavanagh is working with me on
this, Dr. David Goddard, who is writing the Memoir for the National
Academy of Sciences has asked me for materials. In addition to summar-
izing Dr. Robbins scientific activities (over 250 publications), I want
to include his influence on and relationships with other institutionms
and botanists. Very few people fully appreciate all he did for so
many persons quietly behind the scenes. If you have any personal recol-
lections of Dr. Robbins which you think might be of interest or signi-
ficance, I would be pleased to have them.

I am also going through files, record books, reprints, etc. at The
Rockefeller University and here at The Garden to decide what should go
in our Archives. I can really get carried away reading about his
activities, but I must restrain myself as, in addition to all of the
above, I am still trying to continue several research projects.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Mr. Otto Degener -2~ March 12, 1979

Among other things, we are expanding our tfssue culture program.
In this connection, I would like to introduce you to my colleague, Dr.
Ramachandran Nair, Acting Administrator of the Harding Research Lahor-
atory. Dr. Nair, a natural products chemist, who has been with us for
15 years, has been supported by NIH funds for studies on physiologically
active metabolites from plants. He 1s collaborating with me on the
metabolites from fungi cultivatel from plants [a most fascinating prob-
lem]. We would like to start tissue culture studies using medicinal
plants. Why not some plants from Hawaii? Any suggestions from you
would be appreciated, Dr. Nair will be attending the American Chemical
Society-Japanese Chemical Society Joint Congress at the Hawaii Hiltom,
April 1-6, 1979. Would it be possible for him to visit with you some-
time during that period? He and his wife, Valeria, will be staying at
the Hilton Hawaiian Village, arriving March 30th.

I would be most grateful for any advice. With kindest personal

regards.
Sincerely yours,
(et
ah/bw ANNEITE HERVEY
Enc.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




needs six wesks treatment hefore a dscision wheinsr to have scie bene chipped of f her
shoulder or note It would be dellghtiul if the Nairs could pisit us at our beach home
in & U=Drive, but we can't tell whether we shall he at hens of in 2n M.D., cffice. We
do ¥now = 1ittle about Haw., med. plants. Much iaprovement in health 1 fear is due
more in faith in the kahune than in the plants %themcelves IN NANY CASESs psychosomatie,
we susposs. Our very good sart-iawailan friend jirs. Albert Lincoln is an expert; but
the Hiw., rrovert “Do not expose the hones of your asnestors” keeps her rather silent.
We are convinesd the Pawelians are of mrehistorie Dravidiasn orlzin, internixed with
mugh Malay bPlood and 2 eowple of drops of Beesnlc Hegro. It would ba intevesting & per=
haps useful if the Halrs wers to uest tha Lineolns, and thrash this oute

Aloha,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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CECIL “CEC" HEFTEL
157 DisTmicT, Hawan

WA Congress of the Tnited States harvir i
sl TBouse of Repregentatives i < et
@Washington, B.E. 20515 m%fi.'a.:‘m

March 6, 1979

Dr. Otto Degener
P.0. Box 154
Volcano, HI 96785

Dear Otto:

As promised, I am sending you a copy of the response I have
received on your case from the U.S. Postal Service. In view
of recent reports of poor adhesive qualities of postage stamps,
a new gum with greater adhesion was developed. A few draw-
backs were discovered which the Postal Service is now trying

to remedy.

The new adhesive is opaque and nearly invisible on the stamp.
This has given rise to many customers believing there is no
gum on the stamp or that the stamp requires extra moisture.
Stamps only need a slight amount of moisture and too much
moisture removes the adhesive qualities of the gum.

When it is apparent that the stamp has fallen off while the

mail is en route, the Postal procedures provide for the delivery
of the mail without additional charge. It has been suggested
that if you should experience similar difficulties in the future,
you should bring the envelope to the attention of your local
postmaster for a refund of postage.

The inconvenience you experienced as a result of poor mail
service is regrettable and I am hopeful that my efforts have
been of some help in resolving your problem. If you have any
further questions or problems you would like to bring to my
attention, please do not hesitate to call upon me.

With best wishes and aloha,

Sipmerely,
‘,CCQ.(U/J{A.:* S g ‘:'-".;H" 9 gec e
iy Gl ey Lo o Member of Congress
CH:ammd (153 __.._.//'.’..4... '---.IL-\_L-H_,/.’K'. i;_.-_,-' / e <
LL.‘}“H(’ N Arieaiiie ,,__:III,.,_J —l L e _f,- ‘/'
( d‘_,‘l_’f Ra g s )x e"l,' (r[ By LR
— ('—.— f
S - {

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




ey
§

* IIAMIS

Frraan®

OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, D.C. 20260
March 2, 1979

Honorable Cecil Heftel
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Heftelys

Thie is in response to your inquiry of February 14 on
behalf of Dr, Otto Degener of Volcano, concerning poor
adhesive on postage stamps.

In view of recent reports of poor adhesive qualities, a
new gum with greater adhesion was developed. A few
drawbacks, however, were discovered as the new gum caused
curling of the paper, and some customers complained of an
unpleasant taste,

Additives have been developed to eliminate the curling,
and we are working closely with the Food and bPrug
Administration to overcome any taste unpleasantness while
maintaining the purity as well as the non-allergenic
qualities of the adhesives used on our products.

The new adhesive is opague and nearly invisible on the
stamp. This has given rise to many customers believing
there is no gum on the stamp; however, I can assure you
this is not the case,

Because of the opaque qualities of the gum, many
customers apparently believe the stanp requires extra
moisture. Stamps need only & slight amount of moisture,
and too much will remove the adhesive qgualities of the
qum. We recommend slight moistening and a very light
pressing onto the envelope for 2z few seconds to ensure
greater adhesion,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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When it is apparent that the stamp has fallen off while
the mail is en route, our procedures provide for the
delivery of the mail without additional charge. If Dr,
Degener should experience similar difficulties in the
future, he should bring the envelope to the attention of
his local postmaster for a refund of postage.

If I may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate
to let me know.

Sincerely, I-
|

M. Bruce Downey
Senior Representative
Government Relations Department 1

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation |



e, Welliatiee {"ft-'f:fmu'f::)

: " K, dsk4 7615 East Mercer Way

Our plans havé prog s far. We will arrive
at Hilo airport about 2:30 on Monday, March 19. We
have reserved a rent-a-car, which we will pick up
at the airport. % =

We have a reservation at the Hilo Bay Hotel, about
which I know nothing except that it seems relatively
inexpensive. Volcano House is full and has been for
some time, months I believe.  We gan 't seem to find
out anything about the A-frames you mention, but we
would prefer to move to| one from Hilo if that could
be worked out. R =

Merilyn just handed mgad for "Uncle Billy's Hilo
Bay Hotel," 87 Banyan DrLtZT Hilo 96720. Telephone
531-1994. "One nite prepayment required within 10 days
of cenfirmation. 72 hours cancellation notice needed
for refund."

We will telephone you soon after we check in, and
of course if you have any s cial instructions, why
not leave them at the hotel! fThere certainly is no
reason to come to the airport. We will drive up to
Volcano after we have talked on the telephone.

i . Gl

“‘f.ell. Qlex,

k@m"(ﬁ_ 7’9 "3

2P3 BBy Hobhiy
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3/4/75

WAIALUA, DAHU, HAWAI

Dear Mr, Lengs : |

Many thanks Tor the xeroxes, which I ax flling away. lanes of geners ia
the Islandis, IF anything inporiast ds dl=elosed aboul thew ln the lattsrs we 1ist on our
filine carde. This prompis the followiag effusion:

Pres. Linooln had five or sly male relsclves, all brothers. Whether they were the Fresi=
dent's Yrothars ar cousing is too personal & question for me to ask. Anyway, any gensology
would zive the facts,

Yhen Tas & T workes on Canton 4toll (mot saned for the eity but for the vesael shipurewk~
ed there) on the Bquator, we beeass firm fira friesds of Albert & Dorothy Linesla. He was
in charge of CAA'G slaborate dictillation plant to galn potable wuter {rom the ocean for
the Island population. Fo 4z row still with "CAa," changed in nawe to "Fedsral Aviation
Administration, with headquarters in Dlamomd Head. r

The five or siz brothers Lincoln, according to Albert, shipped on the very sams whaler |
and one of these married a Hawallan chiefess on the Island of lawali. This chiefess was .
somehow related to King Vike¥aWdiy Kamshameha I who, in Capt. Cook's time, united all
{elands (except Kauai) by epnquest under his rule. Albert, as you have guessed, is the
produet of a Lincoln & alii (or Haw. sritocrat).

Dorothy's father was a South Verean who had owned 2 village. He left, I guess, because
of Japerese conquest E mistraatrent, for the Island of Hawail. !le married a chiefess, also
related to the Harehmmeha line. Dorothy is brilliant, a-d owns the helau, or temple, in
Kohala, whers Kawehameha was hovne. Avaricious politiecians seem to be schening to use an (0
appropriation around $1,000,C00 or so to éevelor the place (uith sticky fingeos, she bee e
lives, interndad to toush the awprenriation). Heing an idealist § a partial bellever in
the Hawedian velirion, D.L., won't sell this sacred area; bui, instead, intends to donate

- conditign that certain requiremant shall be met A stalemats is present=
?bﬁlé'v';"'fdéﬁ‘ﬁé"w?{\. REr Taflising o answer hor ' vhone so that the politieians ean a{:?i

dorothy, by the way, is a very serlous maiseologlet, with =
i ) 13 AN magnificent ecollect

fﬁeg;:li: thanks to the Linvoln's being stationed on varicus 2lo0lls & other mhnd:m;n
}:. ¢ific., She is most_ provokins: She is an expsrt in Haw., lore & a high ranking ka-
h::. h:ﬁ the good sence, Yet all this anclont history is locked in her mind to die with
- L:e.us-: :-f‘ t{\u s1lly Maw., admonition that no one is to "expose the bones of the
Prgan:r is;u_-:;nmy no cne is to divulse lore to strangers or commoners, but only to
g n , a .a. We have so often scolded her that the Caucasizns consider the Hawai- |
: a.:d upid bevu_um thgy never divalged their great knowledse. She mereli smiles gracecusy
{. S&ys nothing, We do gather a faw crumps of ancient Rore ooeasionglly. By the way
she nor her ancestors have aver zaten the tasty oplhi, a loesl linpet, because it is a '
sinor family god. lor will she enter sertain heiaus th.t weve forbidden to vomen.
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Now here 1s where the Degeners & Longs are involved with the Lincolnss Isa & I have
a series of about 30, black, loose laef notebooks containing newspaper & other elip-
pings eoncerning plants in the Maw. Islandse & Hawalizna in generale. The Lincoln's sre
going through these notebooks for possibla lore unknown to them. They have finished with

"iotebook H" and find "Notebook I" pissing.

I mailed Black Notebook I a few yeara ago to New York as a sample so one of your staff
would let me know whether the Garden wanted the series or not. In that ease, of eourse,
I wiuld need a xerox copy of everything. T received the reply that the Garden did not
want the notebooks. In spite of a SECOMD request to have the notebook returned, I still
fall to have gotten it. It comprises clippings mostly cleaned in the late '50s. The Lin=
colnas need it, and so do Isa & I. We are working on the Lycopods with Dr. LBve in San
Jose, and went to look through the notebook for pertinent references.

Tha Linecoln's drew my attention to J.F. Rock’ reforerces in one of my notabooks.
fere are the pases. I MUST have the originals meturned or xsroxes of every word. We need
this information in toto as we have not yet wrilten Nook's bilography for our Flora Haw,

Choer @ip, Spring is just around the cornmer.

Aloha,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

VA M

IS O




Dr. Otto Degener

Croziaer Drive

Molly Pitcher, Monmouth, 1778

Waialua, Oahu, Heawaii

96791

i USPs 1978
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march 3, 1979
Dear Otto,

A very curt statement from Dr. L, Be Smith at the
UsSaNat/Harb, receiced today refuses pointblank to tear
Out your papar from his copies of PHYTULOGIA. He says the
folks he sands copias to want complete copies, not damaged
onas. Sorry. fAs I said befora, 1 think you will just
have to ordar your copies direct From the printer in the

future. Smith says he will xsrox copies for you
(at your expanse, 1 sssuma) if you cannot do the sama in
Haweii,

All vest wishas,

el

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



. Farch 1, 1979

Dear Hditor:s
I just mailed you 2 letter concernins “wretches 4 vatehes," Flease add

a postscript to ity

Poe 4 *phone eall to the Piz Island discloses that further exploraticn of the
11ttle-known slopes of Maura Loa by botanist Jarshauer ard others has unearthed
a‘ditional plants worthy of inclusion under the U. s, Fuderal Undancered Species
Act. Foreover, the center of distributicn for the endenic vetch is not the ils-
uea Forest ileserve, but the Keauhou vresicn adjolning 1. le are haroy to record
that more than five plants survive of this beautiful creeper which all can ad-

Y pire when issued June 7 as a conmemorstive postare stanpe
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NEw ILLustrRATED FLorA oF THE HAwA

Family : 169¢c
Genus : Vicia

EGUMINOSAE
Species : Menzlesit) e STANOSAL

LEGUME FAMILY

VICIA MENZIESII Spreng.

{ Original )
{Described on preceding page )
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CECIL “"CEC" HEFTEL

22 Canmon Housk OrrFice BUiLBiNG
18T DisTmCT, HAWAI

Wasnnoton, D.C. 20515

COMMITTEE ON (z02) z2s-2728

Ve e e Congress of the United States

BUPCOMMITTEED,

DISTRICT OFNCE,

HEALTH Houge of Repregentatives i oy e
o P.O. Box 50143
Washington, D.EC. 20515 "mmu;i HewR_Serge

February 27, 1979

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii 96791

Dear Otto and Isa:

Mahalo for your letter detailing the possible danger
to Hawaii's native flora by the encroaching development
in the islands. I especially appreciate all the informa-
tion you provided me about the indigenous vegetation abound-
ing in the islands.

I am also concerned about the preservation of the
natural beauty that makes Hawaii an island paradise. 1In
the past my environmental concerns have included an active
role in passing legislation regarding the protection of
endangered species. As you probably know, the Endangered
Species Act was the first major law recognizing the exis-
tence of the ecological balance and the necessity of
maintaining that delicate balance.

You can be assured that my intentions are to provide
a workable environment for future generations; a world that
will be beautiful, liveable and self-sufficient.

I greatly appreciate your concern. If you have any
further comments or problems regarding this or any other
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

With best wishes and aloha,

Si?perely,

L?Q@f
c Heftel -
Member Og Congress

CH:amf
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BRS. brro
P.O.Box 15g " PEGENER

Volcano, Hawaii 98785, Us.A
r.h ﬁ. Im‘

Dear Rditor:

¥ho sre the wretches who may externinste the vetches in the Filsuea Forest
Betorve by harvesting the haru'u treefera logs 1n defiunce of reviged fepulation § (Mseo
s¢ o Dopt, lend & imtural Resources Tile licet FA=5/12/2054)7 Oaly five plants survive in

A
mummhuhm-wwﬂmwmmmmmﬁm ey

postaze stamp!

Phat wonderful Creations Cod, or Mature, hath wroug't in & formor Parndise of the Fa=
eific for themsolves, for us resllents and for lucwetive tourlsts o onjoye He nedem
ﬁmhh%hﬁommmmmmy’nm_w
tually the collutants with our huge bYlcsasse of humen akin, flosh, bone end blood, The
Hawmiian Islands are & test tubs comeple showing us how overpepulation and inelfective
T BAFtH gontrol can exterminate ® fascinating mative biota. Tuo dreadful Sorld Vars re-
taried the holocaust in the past. 911 & Third in the near futuve save fagcirating Cres-
tmmu-,wmpwm.mmmummmmwm
cruel exploitstion?
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Febs 26, 1979,

Dear Mr. Jackson:

I have your Feb. 20 letter, and am interested in learning of yeur
coning Journal. Is the enclosed paper too far removed from your aims? It is unpublished —
and still irn the local public eye. Road surveying has heen done, but ne eonstruetion
as yete

The paper is our protest against contamination of our coral reef biclogically, the
death of crabs wholesals indicating that something is decidedly wrong, &s you c,n sae
from our text. We ascribe it to increasing sewage contamination. If crabs ave killed,
it seems preity certain to us that plants ave killed as well though not as strikingly
evidents

our protest thus far sgainet still greater contamninaticn has gone unhesded. The g
rerson we believe, but cannol prove, id that realtors and the plantation intend teo
eonsiruet about 100 20acre homes bytween beach and main road ?Farrins;t.on Hizawuay)y
all of course with cesspools as no sewege plant thus far has been plannsi .

Whether you uge the ms., or not, I nust have the colored photo returned = have ne
other nor the nezative. I "mnt no fes, but I should like reprints to mall to interesied
eonservationists. Cut the cut bs reproduced in color, or would that Ls luprachicabla,

Botanieal articles can be so &ry; even when it involves a bezch.

Aloha,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Drs. Otto & Isa Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii 096791
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PHYTOLOGIA

Designed to expedite botanical publication
An international, covperative botanical journal pn&.gsked since 1933

& No+ 135-30-51
Volumes limited to 512 pages, Sociel SAUEXLY Z 2 Payment required in odvance in
not calendar years; bers U. 8. currency; mo discounts; no
published upon demand, ordering through agents; foreign
subgcriptions 60¢ crira.

Billed to

[ Drs. Otto & Isa Degener, = Date February 22, 1979
68-617 Crozier Drive,
Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii 96791

L |

For 3/4 page occupied by you in Vol, 41, rno. 5, or 1 percent of total spaca in
the issus: 1 percent of $672.85 cost of the i88UB & o o ¢ « ¢ o = » « » § 6,73

I have sent you 2 copies of the issus patags, Xezexings S8 Tewr SHUELE s 2adS

or 1 percent of the 200 copies left after d d it liﬂ'ég
subscriptions were filled, I have asked Dr. g o;di:pns s oos e 15,
Wurdack to send you 42 tear shests from his or S AT .
copieg aﬁ:@f‘e nnmlgﬁrw&l 5985 Sorry I could not
L check esnclosed
DR. HAROLD N. MOLDENKE SUPpy the full 100 myself. Final mumber of current vol
303 Parkside Road with indez now in press.
Plainfield, New Jersey 07060, U.S.A. Prcbebly 2 vols, por yeer
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Feb. 22 » 1979
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WAIALUA, DAHU, HAWAI

Dear Senator Incuye: |

Mrs. Degener & §, botanists in the Havalian Islands since 1953 ang 1922
respeetively, want to let you know that we (and others) have been opposing the gradusl exe
ternination of our native plants and the native animals depending on them for food and shele
tear,

We want to alert you, and Senator Matoumags as well, that the Dept. Land & Natural Re~
sourees, illegally according to our opiniom, is flirting with "nixonism." The Depte, 18
pernitting the ehopping & bulldozing of 300 acres of irreplaceabls treefern fovest in the
Kilauea Forest Reserve. The pleces of treetrunks are them used for the raising of ore
chids, all introducad kinds, for the flower trade, These same orchids are raised in mnany
tropieal countries, where treeferns don't exist, on cosonut or other fibers successfullys

So why must we destroy any Internatiomal Treasurs for OUR florists? They should have
our University Exp. Station give them proper sdvice,

The illegal actlon, as I see i1 and as Chairman Susumu Uno evidently can reluctantly
explain to you, goes contrary to “Information Copy, File No.t HA=5/12/1054 1B0-Iey dxpe
Dates 11/8/78," On page 1, "Subsone: General Use" may allow this vandalism, although the
NEW BECULATION %4, establishing the Protective Subsone and other subsones, wes signed by
the Governor on May 25, 1978. The filing date for this CDUA was May 12,1978. The BLNR m
must take aetion on a CDUA within 180 days. However, the BHNR ehoze to allew the appli-
eant additionsl time f)r eompleticn of the RIS process. Mors than twoethirds of the 300
seres is within the Protective Subwone where logging is not = permitted use. The BLNR
wes informed pricr to Feb. 9 that three ylant leelss on the Fedsral Regiater jist for
endangered status ocour on the site.

What is so lolo about this especially is that the arez on which destruction is already
going on is the eenter of oceurrsnes of the IAST FIVB vines known in the entire World of
the Hawallan veteh (Vieis mensie especially listed by the Federal Goverament a= rare &
endangored. In fact, it is sush an International Treasure of whieh we are proud that our
next US postage stamp is showing it111!

As things are geing now, the Civilized ¥orld will think we are still ax=happy Savages
in the 3avage Islands. Perhaps they are right,

"h“‘w\h are taking the liberty of malling weroxes of articles, letters & reports to leading
selentific institutions of the World. The letters that are mot urgent are waiting for the
veteh stamps to be pasted om the envelopes. Perhaps they canm all chip in an. buy the area
for international polieing as we evidently are not capable of doing it ourselves. We need

more Joans of Ave like Mrs. Bormhorsi afong our public servants within the State and fewer
Nixons, Should she run for elesctive offiee, she has the Degener Family Votes.
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Herbarium Universitatis Krakow, 21.2.1879,
Jagellonicae Cracoviensis
KR4
Institute of Dotany
ul. Lubicz 46
31-512 Krakéw, Poland

Dr, Otto Degener
Volcano, Hawaii 96785
W, P S AL

Dear Dg. Degener,

Thank you very much for the parcel with 21 Hawaiian plants
whieh you have sent so kindly to this herbarium. I very nmuch ap-
preciate this generous gift, Your specimens will be kept safely
in our collection and they will be available for future taxond-
miec study.

I should like to thank you also for your previous parcels
with plant specimens and publications which arrived to this In-
stitute.

With kind regards
very sincerely Yours

ot

Jan Kornas
Professor of Botany

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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RUHR-UNIVERSITAT BOCHUM
ARBEITSGRUPPE SPEZIELLE BOTANIK

Dr. W. Bennert
RAUHR-UNIVERSITAT BOCHUM 4630 BOCHUM 1

ARBEITSGRUPPE SPEZIELLE BOTANIK
POSTFACH 102148 - 4530 BOCHUM 1 UNIVERSITATSSTRASSE 150
POSTFACH 102148

TELEFON (0234) 700 — 4491

Dr. Otto Degener TELEX 08 25 860

68-617 Crozier Drive DEN 21, Februar 1979
Waialua, Oahu

Hawaii, 96791 AZ

USsS A

Sehr geehrter Herr Dr. Degener,

haben Sie vielen Dank fiir Thr Paket mit Herbarmaterial von
Hawgii-Pflanzen, das im Januar gut erhaltlen bei uns ankam. Wir
haben uns iiber diese Kostbarkeiten fiir das hiesige Herbar sehr
gefreut.

Fiir mich perstnlich waren die beiden Farnbelege (auch eine
Toppingia) von groBem Interesse; ich wire auch in Zukunft ge-
rade an Pteridophyten sehr interessiert.

Thren letzten Brief vom 8.2.1979 habe ich gerade erhalten.
Ich werde sofort, wenn wir von unserer 3-wochigen Exkursion
nach Teneriffa, die morgen beginnen soll, zuriickgekehrt sind,
an die angegebenen Adressen Briefe schreiben und versuchen,
klar zu machen, daR auch fiir den ausl&ndischen Botaniker die
Erhaltung letzter Refugien fiir die hawaiianische Flora und
Vegetation ein echtes Anliegen darstellt. Ich werde mich be-
miithen, auch Kollegen sowohl von der hiesigen als auch von an-
deren Universitd@ten zu mobilisieren, um eine grdBere Anzahl von
FProtestbriefen zustande zu bringen.

Mit den besten GriiBen

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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OT[E] BEICHAX PACTEHHRA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER PLANTS,
BOTAHNYECKAA NHCTHTYT mu, B, J. KOMAPOBA V. L. KOMAROV BOTANICAL INSTITUTE,
ARAIEMIN HAVH cccp ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE U.S.S. R,
187022 Jlemmarpap [-22, ya. npod. Honona 2 | 197022 Prof. Popov Street 2, Leningrad, P-22

Drs. Otto & Isa Degener 1&6/ pf; /fff

F.04Box 154
Volcano, Hawaii, UsSsd.

Dear Drs. Otto & Tsa Degener:

On behalf of Acad. A.L.Takhtajan and myself let me
thank you very much for a nice set of Hawaiian plants kindly
sent by you to our Herbarium. woat plants of our country are
you interested in?

With kind regards

Sincerely yours
Dr. V.I.Grubov
Head Curator of the

Herbarium.

1-n THH, Saw, 45123000, 14/IV-76 r.
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7615 East Mercer Way
Mercer Island, WA 98040

February 20, 1979

Dear Otto and Isa:

This note will let you know our present travel
plans. Merilyn, who handles these things for us through
a very reliable travel agent who is a close personal
friend of hers, tells me that she had made @eservations
to arrive in Hile at about 2:30 pm on Monday, March 19th.
We will rent a car and drive to the Park. I'm not sure
where Volcano is, so we'll plan to phone from Hilo, probably
shortly after 3 pm, hoping that this won't interfere with
your afternoon nap., We will stay in the islands, Presumably
on the big island,although I think Merilyn would like to go
to Maui and we may do that, until Sunday afternoon, March 25,
when we will catch a Plane connecting at Honolulu to one
going to San Francisco. We will arrive in Seattle on Monday,
March 26, in time I hope for classes I am scheduled to meet
that day.

Please let me know if these plans conflict in any way with your
own. Obviously, it would be silly to go to Volcano if You expect
to be in Mokuleia. And of course we understand that what you do
will depend on what your doctor allows.

We will have two principal objectives: to see you and to
see as many birds as we can. Merilyn is a bit of a bird freak,
with a fair-sized life list that she started in Costa Rica and
has developed here. She still teaches bird classes in the
Arboretum twice a year for amateurs —- regular University
"€ontinuing Education " courses every Safurday morning in
the winters and springs complete with a high-powered telescope
that enables her to distinguish a female mallard from a blue-winged
teal a half a mile away. If it's not too expensive, we will bring
the telescope along to seewhat we can near the ocean. But of course
we will want to see apapanes and iiwis and elepaios and whatever
else still lives on Hawaii and is at all accessible. I'llsee what
I can in the way of plants along the way, but since I've already
done it once, I don't see too much point in doing it again. I
tend to get depressed seeing favorite collecting places disappear.
I must say, however, that I was very impressedwith the state of
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preservation of Makaleha Valley, on Oahu, when I came through
a few years ago.

I'm sending thistetter both to Volcano and Moku, since

I'm not quite sure where you will be when it reaches the
Islands.

All the best,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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THE BOTANICAL MUSEUM
UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN

GOTHERSGADE 130 . DK-1123 COPENHAGEN . DENMARK
Telephone 01-1117 44

18 February
hl 5,8-4.7

Dr. Otto Degener
P.0O. Row 154
Volcano, Hawaii
96785 U.S.A.
Dear Dr. Degener,

Thank you very much for the 13 specimens of Phanerogams and

Sphagnum from Hawaii, which you have been so kind to send us as a gift.

Yours sincerely,

S 5 O Ry
Bent Fredskild

Keeper

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Febe 12. 1979,

Dear Mr. Cnos

Kany thenks for your envourssing Jan. 4 letter CPU-12,HA=1054. He vead yaster-
day's newspaper article of the debacle, It is toc btad other Board members have not profit-
ted by being graduates 1like us two of the University in "Green Manoa Valley."

Please read about Mrs. Degener in Men & Women of Hawaili, 1966 edition. lMrs. D., is a jro-
fessional botanist with a doctorate emrloyed at the Bot. Carden & Museum until we mawed in
1853, I was 8t the nuseun studyfing Haw., ferns that presumably had been exterminated in the
I=lands. With this backeround, we last week advised the Berlin Bot. Garden & Museum and the
famed Berlin Volkerkunde (Folk Museum) Museum to prepare exhibits about the Haw. Islandse
Whether they will do sc or not, is ancther thing. The former has a good collection of Haw.,
plants) the lxtter the original 16th Century lava rock idel dug up on (ahu of a Sranish
srandee. That Capt. Cook is the first White man to discover the Islands is a hagtn locals
have been fed by early miseionary and other English speaking (not Spanish) writérs.

Perhaps you studied German under lrs. Hoermann at the U haben auch rekommandi ert
dass die Deutschen Touristen die Hotels (so wie das Volcanc House im Nat
suchen dje in Mitten von endemischen Pflanzen & Tieren.8fdd and to avoid those t lave bulle

dozed their former true Mawalian surrcundings t make them colorful with pretty but inane w<#l.
introduced "rubbish" plants that every Cerman tourist knows from having visited the Medi-
terranean Coast, Canary Islands, Cuba, etc.. Such boring junk, mestly plantad by carpetbag=-
cer landscape "experts"™ from the Mainland, consist of "Tuliptrees" & date palns from

Africa, olemnder fron Crecce, cacti Frdd/Vdfddd/ & plureria from Mexico, wiliwill (not

from Hew,Nei) from every place else, Bougainviliea from Brasil, Hibiscus (not from Hayw)

from Chira, etoe, ete. To fly half wmy around the Horld to see a second Miami at Waikiki

and & counterfeit Haw., landscape hacked & bulldosed asa% 1= a2 waste of noney/ The Mediter-
ranean coast is about lust as good to visit and far chesper.

Plesse ocontact Mr. Schuster, our Stete Hoad Planner, to properly mecadamise at Visitor's
Bureau Bxponse the extenmsicn of Wrirht Noad to the magnificent Hapu'u Forest in the Ki. For,.
Reserve =o that tourist busses cam xo & park there before this Intermational Treasure is
gone for ever. Ve have given essentially the same geneval edvice to numercus leading bot.
Ga:rens & Huseums in Germeny & Austria (I am an Austro-Gernan nisel) snd elsewhere, These
mestly have greatly mrized Maw. plants not mestly extinet & not even in the Bishop Muse-
un because collected before the latter®s founding,

C? course we Dezeners as MUMAKNS dedplore that leck of birth control is the yrime factor
of destructions We realiee that Idl Amfin, and the rolitical leader of us savages in China,
Iran, Russis & the US are really the vory best Comservationists. Amin is slaushtering off
his surplus population & rmaking more room for African 1lants & animels to survivej while
the others will clea= up the rest of the Jorld. We ars protty much convinced World Wer
III 4= just about around the corner and, after having travelled extensively arcund the
fHerla (a month in Russia), we as & Nation vay have preat trouble to survive, Flease don't
make the misteke of thinking that we hurans are golluting the World; that is Ancient ilis=-
tory. He hupens are actuslly the pollut,nt with 2 blomass of several cublic miles of skin,
flesh, bone & blood. Mrs. D., & I, thank Cod, are sircere athelsts and believe Hature (es
daified I suppose by many 2s "god") will tend to repalr some of the danage. The coming of
Wi ITI will probably interrupt much further destruciion of the Hapu'u Crove & similar
native treasures cf the World. As hupans we abhor this wholesale grief, tut as thinking
machines we fear it is very close to us.

So many have the childish idea that a big tree 1s more important than a form or harbe I
wonder if they think a lava rock s worth more than a diznond.

By the way, we xeroved our letter of Dec. 26 to you about & hundred times (without men-
tion of your name) and distributed it with the Haw. Tribune-Hersld article & an adv,, for
our books to 50 bo a 100 bot. centers of the World by this time. My paperback sslls whole-
szle for $3.00 end the Tlora Haw., of coursas for more.

¥ay God have dMercy on the Souls of those who axterminate his Ureationsy ohapa will —
bably influence the Vawailans, while consciencs for opposing extermination will ed”
individuals like the Degensrs & the Hullse

Alcha,

p—
N
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National Museuwm of Natural History - Smithsonian Institution

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560 * TEL, 202-

10 Pebruary 1979

Dr. and Mrs. Otto Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Waialua, Oshu, Hawaii 96791

Dear Drs. Degener:

I will be in Hawaii this coming week on my wa¥ to B.N.G. I would
like to come and see you during that time. Allow me to suggest
either the 14 (Wednesday) or 16 (Friday)s. I would come over in
the morning and my sisit would be sBbrt so that I will not impose
on you. I hope that you will be able to get this letter before

I arrive on the 13th but I will try to call you after I arrive,.
With best regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,
¢

Se R.>:igz;r

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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|
LIEBE FREUNDE WELTUM { -
Expeditionen sird spannend,

wenr sie abenteuerlieh sind,

und sie sind um so ERGIEBIGER,

je weniger Abenteuer sie mit

sich bringen. Unser Jahr 1979

war ein ERGIEBIGES Jahr! Die
Flaschenpost wird .daher wohl et~

was kurzatmig und niichtern

geraten, Wir berichten von einem
Jahr der Freileif, iy dem wir ungehemmt dem Laster der Arbeit gefront haben.
In df%em Jahr erschien: "Pflanzen zwischen Meer und Land" und "Plantas entre
mar y tierra" - eine nach Art meines alten Erstlings ("Der Berg bliht"™) ge-
staltete karibische Strandflora mit kleinen Geschichten und Zelchnungen von
mir und Aquarellen von Yvonne Minder (Rapperswil). Auch wurde nach Fiinf
Jahren heuer mein 'opusculum magnum', die "Vegetationsokologie der Tropen™
Fertig. Die Korrekturfahnen sind schon geschwenkt - sie kommt Anfang 1980

., bel Eugen Ulmer (Stuttgart) ans Licht der kritiscten Fachwelt. Flir die Aus—
stellung "E1 Territorio Amazonas" hatte ich die &bteilungen "Tafelberge" -
"Flussgabelungen" - und "Tropische Schwarzwasser" in Texten und Wandbildern'
aufzubauen. (Bei der feierlichen Einweihung wollte Latte dem uns befreundeten
Museumsdirektor die Hand schiitteln, landete dabei jedoch unvermutet in der
Hand des Pradsidenten von Venezuela Luis Herrera-Campins.) Fiir die Urbanisati-
on Palma Sola (Staat Carabobo) wurden Reforestationsprobleme gewdlzt. Auch
die Vortragstdtigkeit ging weiter: "Indonesien, Erinnerung und Reflexion";
"Prakolumbianische Kunst, Beobachtung und Hypothese" w.z.m. Zu dem allen kam
die Arbeit an dem Euch lingst bekannten, unbekannten und sogenannten "Z"-buch,
das mit seiner Manuskriptseite 300 wohl das epste Drittel hinter sich haben
diirfte. Da man Bretter nicht streicheln soll ehe sie gehobelt sind, muss ich
leider immer noch Sinn und Hintersinn dieser Arbeit Ffiir mich behalten.

S0 wie ich, hatte auch Lotte heuer "frei'": Ich als Emeritus Sowies&,
sie als Geniesserin des wohl verdienten "Afic sabatico". Im November gab
sie die letzten Uorlesungen;mit den Bibliotheksgesprichen hielt sie bis Mirz
1979 durch. Das Sabatjahr widmete sie ihren germanistischen Problemen: Hier
und in Mlnchen wurden Studien fir das in Arbeit befindliche Buch"Der Einfluss
der Romantik auf die moderne deutsche Literatur" gemacht. Dazu kam eéin Essay
iber Thomas Mann, das z. Zt. im "Anuario de Letras' der Universidad Central
de Venezuela im Druck ist. Schliesslich war ihr Hauptvortrag fir den Latein-
Amerikanischen Cermanistenkongress in Cordoba (Argentinien) zu gestalten.Er
st jetzt dort im Druck. - All das, trotzdem ihr fir einen Grossteil des Jah-
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res die Haushaltshilfe fehlte und sie als leltende "Freimaurerin’ auch heuep
leise ver sich hinbaute:fAtelier-Arnbau aé“%ﬁi& Hduschen, Fotalabop fiir Peter,
Umgestaltung der Waschklche und Anbau eines 'Katalugzlmm&?si?fﬂr meine ubafg'
bordende Separatabibliothek.

Freilich war ihre Europareise augser dem wissensechaftlichen Umblick
noch mit RUckblender in alte Erlebnis- und r“r!euuafrchtafl'.sg'éi_.l_"t.a-n \q-a_r_r'b'u'naen.

Was ist schon 'Zeit ? Sie wap, als der Lindendult des Hofgaprtens tn Minchen

30 Tropenjahre versinken liess, nur noch eine imponderable Dimension! Auch

gab es Wiedersehen mit Harro, Ekkehard und Angeli, 'Klemp,Mﬂ'gdefrau.- Motvekat,
Schileucher, Stigler, Stocker, Wirth, wobel lelder andere noch ersehnte Kon-
takte, wie die mit Grossfamilie Albrecht, Maenss (deren Tochter Sabline bns
dafiir besuchte).Lamprecht,Schors und Truckenborodt in den HMaschen unenfiillba-
repr Vorsitze hidngen blieben. Lotte traf sich in Minchen erst mit Evi und Wer-
ner Eisenbedss, dann mit Christline und ihrey Buben, mit denen sie schiine und
interessante Tage bel Jilrgens Verwandten Gierke (Tante Christiane nd Onkel
Max) am Starnberger See erlebte.lUnd sie gennas dle kurze Bleibe in Saarbricken
mit ihper Mutter und der Grpssfamilie Eisenbeiss. Mir passte die Abwesenheit
Lottes (55 Tage und 9 Stunder in Eurgpa, £ Tage und vier Stunden in nrgenttni@
iiberhaupt nicht.- jedwedes Talent zum Strohwitwer scheint mir abzugehen!

Peter hat sein erstes Designer-Studium-Jahr trotz dramatischer Zwi-
schenfédlle gut absolviert. Epr hat sich mit einem seiner Lehrer, e| em tempe-
ramentvollen und genialen Kflnstler (Heinz Rosel angefreundet und freut sich-
wenn er nicht gerade iiber den Zeitdruck stéhnt- an geiner yon Monat zu Monat
immer interessanterern Arbell am Zeichentisch und hinter der Mattscheibe,

Vom 20. Jdnner: bis 15 Feber wan Ekkehard hier und nhat in Yutaje (Terr.
Amazonas) Unterwasserfilme gedrehi.fuch fiber Wasser war'er" leistungsfihig;
Seine Angela bescherte mip mit Merrit VYareschi am 22.2. ein nagelneues Enkel-
médchen.

Lebhaft war Besuch und Gegenbesuch mit Upsula und Siegfried in Valen-
cia, Belde Eltern stehen Tidchtig im Leben, das ihnen die wirtschaftlichen
- Eskapaden der venezolanischen Auteindustrie und allerhand Krisenhaftes in

Valenclafelber abverlangt. Dabei bleibt Siegfried unerschiitterlich effek-
tiv, wdhrend Upsula im charmarten und menschlichen Bereich ebenso unerschiit-
teplich weitepmdcht.Tochter Esmeralda (5] macht ihrem exquisiten Namen Ehreb
und der unbdndige Schn "Agd" (Nikolaus,2) wird vor lauter Temperament nach
deri laulenden obligaten Unfdllen dpzlich immer wieder zusammengeniht. Er en=
obert alle Herzen im (bei ihm allerdings wdnrtlich zﬁﬁehmendenlﬁturm.

Von, Christine und Jipgen - ebenso wie von ihren Sthuen Ingo (101 uud
Benno [8) /st nur CGutes zu berichten, Jirgen hat jetzt ein grdsseces und ihm
auf den Leib geschriebenes (bitte nicht widrtlieh nehmen!) Arbeitsfeld im

Grossbuchhandel. Christine hat ihr Firmenluftschiff IVI {(I-diomas VI-vos)
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Flp.1979p 3
glicklich dupch das erste Jahr gesteuert, Dabei flog sie zweimal nach E a
und in die Staaten, Beide versuchten trotz Stress und Erfolg, trotz Engage-
ment und Zeitdruck die Menschen zu bleiben, die wir so gern haben. Die beiden
Enkel bewahpen asich iy threr neuen Schule und auf der Karate-Matte als tap-
fere Zinnsoldaten.

Vor lauter Arbeit (tipolerisch:Vor lauter Hind voller Pratzen) konnten
wir in diesem Jahr kaum esinladen , erinnern unﬁ/J;rur umse dankbarer an Fest-
liches bei:Bergold, Berkhemer, Bonnemann, Dorn, Gotez, Ginther, Gunz, Heinz,
Jaffe, Koffler, Maekelt, Molrar, Petersen, Riehl, Ries, Réstger, Seanzoni,
Valkenborn, Westertiolt und Wotawa (alle in Caracas]; sowie Schreier (In Va-
lencia upd Tovar) und Schwdpzkopf | in Ghachopo). - Auech als Gast auf dem
Fest den Goethe=Instituts auf der higtorischen liacienda Caraballeda bei Ma-
cuto, bei dem Feter sicli als Photoreporter bewdhnrte,erinnern wir unvergessli-—
che Stunden mit den Nirektoren ond BotZschaftern von ganz Lateinamerika [in=
kRiusive Mexiko, Panama, Cuba, etc.etc.)

Dig Begegubng mit dem deutschen Architekbten Henning Lautz brachte uns
eine neue Freundschaflt.

Filr Kiinftiges stelht ein Reisewagen VW-Bus (Im Umtausch gegen meinen
Dodge-Dart) im Stall. Er ist mit Schreibtisch und Schlafstellen ausgestattet
und verlockt fiir 1980, die "ERGIEBIGE" Leistungswelt zu haus wieder einmal
auf abenteusrlicher Landfahrerei zu vergessen. (Auf einer Probefahrt nach
Quyagba (Hinter Cata, k¥tenkordillere) hat ep sic¥h, dank Jirgens technischer
Nothilfe, bereits bewdhrt!)

Die einzige pichtige Erholung des Jahres: Eine Reise nach der Kari-
beninsel ARUBA , wo wir alle Finfe grad sein liessen und im aquamarinblauen
Wasser badeten, wdhrend in gebiihrendem Abstand der "Haifisch vom Dienst" vor-

beistrich und die Steelband vom Palmstrohbungalow her die unwahrschefﬁlicﬁa
ste Musik der Welt aufs Meer hinaus schickte. .

Vom . September bis 15 Oktober war unser Neffe Martin Elsenbriss aus
Saarbrificken bei uns. Wir machten mit Ihm allerhand kleine Reisen, alch efne
griéssere 1n die Anden. Es Isy Piip uns immer wieder faszinierend, WIE verschie-
denfinmer wieder andere Menschen diese unsere Wahlheimat Venezuela sehen und
deuten. Martin jedenfalis war ilberall hundert-Prozentig dabei und uns alles
ein lieber Gast. -- Jetzt - am Ende des Jahres, holte ich aus dep Hacierda -

vor Schreiers ausser einer Horde von Zecken (die mich eben jetzt noch zum Ver-

zweifeln jJucken) auch noch einen neuen Hausgenossen: Er heisst GURU, ist aber

keiqindischer Fakir, Uberhaupt keiner der in Mode kommenden Seeienkna&ev,son-a'

dern "nup! ein Hundsviech: Ein "Boxweller" (Laut Fedigree beglaubigte Kreu-
zung von Boxer und Rottweller) .Es ist derselbe, der auf dem Briefkopf die
heuer zum Medizlnhbflaschenformat geéschrumpfte Flaschenpast rapportiert. ..

WIR GRUSSEN EUCH ALLE ! ¥y ey G T
i "‘c“\bb“t—"“«..'(’ T
liT\f \"
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¥ Post Office Box 318, Volcano, Hawaii, 95785
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Enclosed you will find a "Blanket Waiver" form
for your signature and return to us. This is a
requirement which we ask of all exhibiting artists.

While we do ask that you file a signed form with us

whenever your work is in the Gallery we do want e
Y eiRe take every possybie caution

-;ggiﬁgfkdamage or loss of your work. A sophisticated
intrusion and fire alarm system gives 24 hour security |
and our newly expanded and improved store-room will
make storage more flexible and damage-free.

Let me take this opportunity to thank you-for sharing
your work in our Gallery, for it -is the fine work

we are able to present that is at the core of our
mutual success.

Mahalo and Aloha, |

: j@’&%’ﬂ
one Monrison
Ditector

A non-profit locus for the visual and performing arts at the
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park
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= Drs Otto & Isa Degener,

P.0. Box 164,

YOLCANGD ;

HAWAII 96785

United States of America

COUNTRY OF DESTINATION

-
URE——

SENDER'S NAME AND ADDRESS

Dr J.P. Jessop,

Chief Botanist,

State Herbarium of South Australia,

Botanie Gardens, North Terrace,

ADELATDE, wEreane 5000

South Australia
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'To[lrilc:lmenduq'g [ return of loan in part

S

NATURHISTORISCHES MUSEUM WIEN e .
BOTANISCHE ABTEILUNG

. Wien, 26,1.1979
BURGRING 7, POSTFACH 417, A - WIEN
OSTERREICH AUSTRIA Empfiinger [ addressee:
Prof.0.Degener

Bitte adressieren Sie unperstinlich: An den Direltor Waialua, Oahu
Please address to: The Director Hawaii

USA
Wir senden lhnen [ We are sending von —

Wir haben empfangen | We have received
durch [ by: | Post | mail

I Personliche Ubernahme
in [ in: | Paket | parcel

| Pickehen / small parcel

des unten angefiiirte Material | the material indicated below:

Entlehnung / lon,i:.\
Riickgestellte Egtlehnung [ return of loan

Taunsch [ exchange
Geschenlk | gift

gOO00O00O0 O80BaEd

Verzeichhis des Materials | Deseription of specimens
Guﬂ.mfluhl der Belege [ Total number of sheets | specimens:

/

ﬁielen Dank fiir
55 Bogen, Phanercgamen aus Hawaiil,

NATURKs
sl ORISCHES Miysgipp

!

! Fir Ihre Ablage [ for your records!
Sendung fibernommen | specimens received:

Datum | date: Unterschrift | signature:
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BOTANISK MUSEUM
UNIVERSITETET I OSLO __0Oslo 23 January 49 79

Correspodence and specimens should be addressed 1o
BOTANICAL MUSEUM Boranical Museum, University of Oslo

UNIVERSITY OF OSLO Trondheimsveien 23 B
N-OSLO 5, Norway
Drs. Otto & Isa Degener
68-617 Crozier Drive
Walalua, Oahu
HAWAII
U. S. A. 96791

have been received from
The specimens mentioned below 3K KIEK XN 6NN by mail in 35 packages as

EXCHANGE [] GIFT ] LOAN [ RETURN OF LOAN [}

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIMENS

41 Nos. vascular plants from Hawaii
1 No. Podocarpus sp. from New Zealand
1 " Ceratodon purpureus from Hawaii

43 herbarium specimens

+ some reprints and copies of letters.

The material arrived safely some time ago. Please excuse that
other herbarium work and other duties had to be given priority.

Pl otate ev et (; by a sepafaty label.
copy of\any.gublicati ed on thig prterial w & appheci

/

POl WAthin o iR Sincerely vours,

Specimens received in good order.

..... A e e (Date}
/ oAter @7.’-4{( ;t’-('V

Anders 'Dar{ielsen
Head Curator

. {Signature)
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January 20, 1979

Dr. Otto Degener

68-617 Crozier Drive

Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii 96791

Dear Dr. Degener:

Many thanks indeed for your letter. I am glad to know
things are being sorted out and if there is anything what-
ever that I can do to help just let me know.

With all good wishes,

Cordially,

Ot W o

Peter H. Raven

Director
PHR:fg
Office of the Director 2345 Tower Grove Avenue
St Louis, Missouri 63110
314 772 7600
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H llp ) Hawaii Tribuna-Herald, Sunday, December 17, 1978—%

i."\Volcano - -
o~ Views™

by Virginia,

|| comrimutions to mis column
COR be made by calling Virginia
¥t WI-1330 or By writing 18

.0, Box 114, Veicans, Hi., WM.

VOLCANO—Members and friends of the Voleano Art Center gathered at the Art
Center last Friday evening as guests of all those who keep the Center running. As it {
was nicely said by Marsha Anne Morrison, co-director of the Art Center, "It was to be .
i party to renew old friendships and express our appreciation for all your support,”

re than 100 members came to the party and I am sure all who attended would agree
that it was an evening that gave one a warm felling, one of friends and acquaintances .-]
Just enjoying each other's company as small groups gathered here and there v
throughout the galleries to talk “story,” . P S |

There were Christmas goodies to nibble on'and a tree that somehow got trimmed
during the evening, It turned out to be quite beautiful. Ellen Scandalis played
Christmas music throughout the evening on a recorder (an early ancester of the flute)

||
_and late blended her sweet mellow tones with the piano. ... |

The artists that contribute their works to the Art Center seem to have really outdone |
themselves for the holiday season, for never has there been such a varied selection of -

woods and lots of prints and paintings, 5, 1Y L

The December issue of Natural Histary_which is the publication of the mmﬁ,
Museum of Natural History, has an outstanding cover in beautiful color of a real 1.«
native of Hawaii—the Hawalian Tree Snail. In addition to the cover, there is a center,
double page spread, plus three other pages of this endemic snail, showing it in all its’
many hued beautiful eylindrical cones. All these pictures enhance an article “The -
Onslsught against Hawailan Tree Snails on Oahu” written by Alan D, Hart who was
formerly with the Bishop Museum, The beautiful photography (with front page - |
credits) is all by Bill Mull photographer par excellence when it comes to the world of ‘ ] 1
“little creepy crawly " The magazine had just arrived that day and Mae Mull © - {
Wwas just beaming with pride as she showed the pictures, She exclaimed that it wasthe . .. |
best possible Christmas present for husband Bill to have such recognition by suchan® =
illustrious publication, Y .

These interesting tree snails are now found only on Oahu in the higher elevations of
the Koolau and Waianae mountain rangers, At one time they were known to be on the -
Big Island but none have been sighted in recent years, The Hawaiian name is Kahuli
and the snail dates back to the pre-Cook era in the Islands, ““They are living jewels,
gems of the forest” says Bill Mull, They evolved here in the Islands and are found no 7
other place. They don't lay -eggs, they hatch their young live, & unique group )
biclogically. The Hawailans used to collect the snails, drown them and clean them and
then string the shells into colorful leis. The colors are so beautiful and the shells wrey’ i
justone wme-and-om-hul!ﬂ&chesmm.ld.umadenflhmshellscmbeseen in our |
museumis, The Tree Snail are definitey one of Hawail’s endangered species now, ... ¢
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. GARTEN Kbnigin-Lulse-Strae 6-8

poTANISYND D-1 Berlln 33
CHES MUSEUM Germany
BOTBEERLIN-DAHLEM At 15.1,1979

,d’dpbdn. alle Antworten und Sendungen ¥u sdressieren:
.~ ~An die Direktion dea Botanischen Gartens und Museums®

<

Dr.0Otto Degener
P.0.Box 154

Volcano, Hawaii 96785

UsSele

Sehr geehrter Herr Dr. Degener 1!

Heute kam ein weiteres Paket mit Herbarmaterial von Ihnen

in Berlin an, es enthielt 27 No. Dr. Butzin hat das Material
bereits gesichtet und 1ld(t herzlichen Dank fiir diese
ﬁbersendung sagen.

Vi 4,

Mit freundlichen Griillen
P ST O S 7 S0
el 4 |

(Techn. Herbar-Assistentin)

Alat2anp 40 TP Telefon (0311) 764672

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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