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- hend and as requested, I have extended your permit

COMMISSIONER OF Poricg,
SUva,
Fij1.

20th March, 1941,

Mr. 0. Degener,
NADASTIVATU.

Dear Mr, Degener:
Your letter of the l4th inat. to

for a further three months fram the 1Sth inst, If
necessary, of course, this period may be further
extended,

I attach your pemit in duplicate
and would be glad if you would sign end return the
duplicate, retaininz the original for your reference,

Your assistant, Ordonsz, saw me
before he left, but did nct mention enything Tegarding
the loss of his wallat, This fact wes not Teported
but I have conveyed the information to the Criminal
Investigation Department for their attention. Un-
fortunately, we do not know where Ordenez billetted R
in Suva - If you can l=t us have this informstion it
would be of great assistance,

I am sorry t o hear that the
hurricéne more or less disturbed your hanpy existence
at the Fish Hatchery, but I trust your specimens #
remained intact, B

With kind regards, 3

YTours sincersly, -

e
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THE OCEANIC STEAMSHIP COMPANY
MATSON LINE
INC LA

<cooe
MORRIS HEDSTROM LTD. ACME - BENTLET S
AGENTS lf’\ll qnlg-qT

SUVA. FIJI MATNAY

L

Mr, Otto mé’nﬂr, @ -9
Generel Delivery,
NAVUA. ! /

Dear Sir,

21st May 1941,

b R

b 3

§ We acknowledge/Teceipt of your letter of 16th May

addressed ta the writer.

! The next 4ailing from Suva to Honolulu will be that
of the , 8nd the next subsequent sailing will
be that of the 31st July.  Subsequent to that again
the next seiling will be the MONTEREY on 25th Septembe®“as the
MARIPOSA is (being withdrewn you will note thet thare will be no
pnorthbound sailing in August. We mention this latter fact by
reason of your mentioning a stopover in Semce, so Ahat you will be
able to caleulate for yourself the length of fﬁt'e/you would have to
spend in Pago Pago if you desire %o atopover at that port.

We note that it 13 your intention to take with you
to Hopolulu a male ¥ jisn, and no doubt you are making arrangsments
with the Secretariat for Native Affairs to obtain the necessary
permission in this commection. '

We should advise you that if this Fijian travels with
you it will be cheaper for you both to trayel cabin class. “f

s the extra
«A., Line order

As we have alresdy pointed qui to ¥
collection regquired by us ebove the v3 0

which you will surrender to us will be$ The fare for the
Fijlan boy will be £586 return, it being nscessary, of course, for
you to purchase return transportetion for such Fijian,

e
‘!_‘

i With regerd to your enguiry concerning stopover st

Pago Pago we ars afraid that we cannot advise you waal action the

Pago Pago suthorities would take in connection with allowing temporary
entry of a Fijian, nor heve we any information as to whether suitable
accommodation for the Fijian could be obtained thers, Wig were emdvised
recently by & person wno stopped over at Pago Pago between Matson vessels
that sccommodation available there was very meegre and very unsttractive.

Yours £althfully,

NORRIS, M, LIMITSD - Agents
. MATSN
4
w
CAzas PER: U

Huntifstittte forBotafical Doctimentation



R e

"
-y

lh‘.'.l Otto Degener, -2~ 4/6/41

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



s
S 10— 1000-380-441)

MORRIS HEDSTROM LTD.

AGENTS

LIt

THE OCEANIC STEAMSHIP COMPANY

MATSON LINE

NG WLSA

ACME - BENTLEY S
CABLE ADDEESS
"MATNAV™
SUVA, FLII

4th June 1941,
¥r, Otto Degener,

Vaileks Post Office,
VATLERA. - s

Deer Sir, 5 = T =3 3
i We acknowledge receipt of your lstter of Jlst May, to

which was attached your cheque for the amount of $11.00 representing

the balsnce of passage money Decesssry in comnection with your trans-

portation to Homolulu. We now sttach bereto our receipt for the sum

of £3-1-5 F1ji currency, representing this $11.00, and will 1ift frem

you when you travel the C.i. Line order for $110.00 which you st

present have in your possession. £

" We note thet you intend to trevel to Honolulu by the next
‘which we would advise is sailing from Suva on 26th June, and
not on 25th June as mentioned in your letter.

Since our last lstter to you of 21st May we have received
from our San-Francisco Office advice that Emilio Ordonez, who travelled
to Homolulu recently by the MONTEREY, was detained by the Immigration
Authorities at Homolulu for several dsys, ostensibly until he could
satisfy the authorities of his prior residence in Honmolulu. As
Ordonez was in possession of a United Stztes passport issued at Homolulu
we cannot understeand the reason for his detention, and have written our
San Franciseo Office accordingly. '
i<+ However, in view of the appearent stringent immigration
measures now being taken at Homolulu we feel that we cannot issue trane-
portation from Suva to Honolulu for the Fijian mentioned by you umtil
you can produce documentary proof that such Fijian will be permitted
entry into Hawaiian territory. We realise that this may necessitate
your ecabling the Hawaiian Immigration Authorities, but in view of the
sction takenm in comnection with the errival there of Ordomez, we feel
that we must have this authority befors issuing transportation to the
Fijisn.

pr So far as your application to the local authorities is
concerned, with regard to a permit for the Fijian to lsave Fiji, we are
afraid we cannot advise what action will be taken in this connectionm,
but we feel certain that if permission is granted, it will be necsssary
for a vefy substantial bond to be lodged.
So far as the Mstson Navigation Company is concerned,
Aransportation from Suva to Homolulu for the ¥ijian will be issued :- _

ST g A
rh o T ARRED) o £ o o e o] R BE o T o Rl
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CONDITIONAL LANDING PERMIT ISSUED UNDER THE 1>Rm‘?§'ms
OF THE IMMIGRANTS ORDINANCE, 1809, AS AMENDED HY

24 SECTION 8 OF ORDINANUCE 1 /01 1938

Prrassion is hereby granted to M, Otto DEGENER.

ilolder of United 2ftatea of America Passport Ho.12060 issuesd at

Honoluluw on the hith.,October,19L0.
Per L I e s e
ot

t enter the Coloay ol Fiji for the purpose oi._g‘i’é:n_i'ﬁg‘—g-_}}%muﬂb“aﬂh&” £,

o2 Jirehbold Selentific Bxvedition. .

and dog this pugpese to remainin the Colony of Fiji foraperiodof

Thres montha _and no longer nnless he shall obtam

an extension of such period from the Commissioner af Policy

THis permit may be révoked by the Commiissioner of Police at any time
and such person may be deported by the Governor if the said person remains in
the Colony after the expiration of the period allowed in this permit, or after this
permit has been revoked, or if he commits a breach of, or fails to comply with any
of the conditions thersin contained.

Hewieerceg Holder R.T. Mo, 8936 (110 1‘.5%1‘31'5 Pirmos e e sung
' S

Pl

A Deed of Guarantes his Beeh lodged by —====—"=

4
E ’
ol n e A i S, ol
(Signatire). - ﬁ:ud" S g T
| Commissiwn of Palite.
Dato_ 18th., Mapch, 1904,
“This is to acknowledge the receipt of being

refund of the deposit made in resprct of this permit.

(Skgmattire)

This is o cartify that =, e
feft the Colony on the T s B SO e
by the i ———— s S8-5.
{and ‘was accompanied by his wifeand  children).
Date kD Immi;’mu'w:-}_ffhr..-r.

(72— 0
o
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Terk City. If you think my opinions are colored by my racial back-
. £2ound, check Fiji conditions by consulting confidentially with the
##" Zearless government pnsician Dr. Cramer, now resident in Suva. He,
byz conseientiously curing the sick natives, has gained their confi-
denee and knows of the shameful stateiof =ffairs =t Pirst hand, Other
Zovernment offiecials in Fiji, I Pind, cannot get facts as the Fj jians
and Indians hate and distrust them too mueh. They tell them nothing.

I hope you will have the Fiji Goverrment cable me colleet that I
may have my adopted Fiji eouple in Hawaii. I wish to begin writing
my Fijl plant lore book soon and discontimie sending modifications of
this letter to legislaturs of democratic leanings in Fngland and -

Ameri cae

Yours siz_lc_ere}.y, e

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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A ath.tns new o i,an Should you bave any. Poﬂnmctive _fugse &
tg gﬁegda;}pggg;tfg:tﬁ;E;%ii_b%sqismnta. pleese drop me & line. igﬁ
> est. 'Don & but the off §PY 4n
o R me me bu e office that is mstir 3,;15

I first meant to ma.iJ: you & tin of dalo chips, ﬁPfo‘;ﬁ "ﬁlha{: Fi i
1 sho‘ulrl
+Dut on the markeb but thien thought -a package like: that i i
: might fre&te conat nati i S uen

on, Tour men might. immer 3,
;mter e m sh sa. I:I.t in & 'bucket 0L, 278

e rot tasty
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Maimleia Beach, Waialua, Oalm.
Nov. 3, 1941,

Ioar Mdre Wallis:

744 you have 2 charce te centact Fiji abeut assigtant
and did Dr. Buck give me a "clean bill eof health"? i heard fﬂm Fi31 in-
the last steamer mail but they never meniiened you at sll. E

To date, the situation beils dewn teo a few trivial ebjectiens te the
youth's ceming such as nervousness ef his chief abeut the itrip and his ™
inability to get U,S. citizemship] He can help me en the plants we twe

"collected tegether inm Fiji jungles and teach me native leore whether he

is an American er British citizen] What has that get te de with his abil-
ity? I memt $ 1,000 te Fiji for bond snd steamerfare befere receiving
their letter and they =ecsived this cheque afifer semding me fheir ro-
cent nete, Our letters simply oreseed in the mails, Flease ceniirme your
Xind ceeperation se I can get dewn %o werk on my real betanical yreject.
Tou and Fiji effisials can them take up Fiji welfare whore I leave off..
Tims far I spent feur menths at it, I at least started the ball relling.
T an centacting the Reckefellers sgain in an attempt Yo speed up their
health work, If I am net mistaken, they may have beceme disceuraged by
netty pelities in Fiji's Celenial Office,. DT, Iambert in hisz "A Tenkee
Taate® in Paradise" certainly castigates the Colamial Secretary. The fly
in his pintment, hewever, is apparently ne lenger there. The Acting
Colonial Seeretary was the eme whe cemmmicated with me, =z

Tnelesed is an article I prepared em Fiji Taber. It is tee lomg fer
the Advertiser se I shall submi%t it to the Star-Bulletin within a few -
daya. Before deing se, hewever, I shall be glad to get your cerrectiliems .
ox opiniens en i% theugh I do not ceommit myself te fellew them if ned
convineed, Flease return the paper very seem, I am mow werkinz em my
carben cepy te pelish ambigueus paris snd te fit it fer Mainland printing
especially if 1% dees not see the light in Hawail, My references te
carmibalism sre cenfusing, Whem finished after praliminmary yublicatien,
i+ sheuld be satisfactery for such a magazine as npsia® 4F preperly il-.
luatrated. I don'4 think any paper csm de justice te photoes.

Tmnking you im sdvance for any cseperation yeu can give me in my
atsempt te wgitt-.n Ancient Fiji Custems awd Fiji Plants, I remain,

Ysurs sincerely,




.
Ak _IF

Waialua, Oaku, T.H,
Hove 16, 1941,

i

Dear Lir, Wallis:

I received your letter of Nov. 10, de a tg =
ppsta,gf dues Hot receiving your note and my articie r?:mgytfmgﬁs 3
thouznt everything was mere or less o.%,, and mailed a copy by the early
Giﬁm gig;ismunli g.ﬂ. revised end tomed it down somewhat after
& sms on. om an Englishman, H =
consider it "ehildish®,. ettis LE il

“hen & man in & newspeper statement prefers the introduction of Hindus
into Hawail {0 Fijians, I can hardly refute his point by mainteining that
Indians are the salt of the earth, They ars not, The facts in my article -
are truges Well, anyway, I shall not print the article you resd in Hewnif
if 1%t seems so disturbing. . ; S S

T R

I spent & year's time and energy, and considersble funds on Fiji. For
this invesiment I am writing a book about the islands. If I carmmot f£111~
By bock with native folklore because of lock of cooperation in letting — :
me have an assisftant et my expense, I must introduce my personsl experiences
gnd opinions "as padding™, Who would not? That is what the non-botanieal:
public wents. Why is Lembert’s book a best seller? I plem to have a book,
not just a pamphlet, Haturally, if too coniroversial I would not put 1%-
on ths market during = politicel uphesval, I had intended (as writtem
Fiji) to let you delste possible offensive passazes - easy ensugh to d6
wiis & Ted pencil in hend while reading a page. In view of your reaction,
nowever, 1 shall not bother you again bubt muddie throush as best I co, -

When an American botanist is denied the privilege of taking his almost
indispensable Fiji assistant to friendly Haweil for scilentiflc work when :
Fijians ean lesve their islands as seemen, medical practitiorers and miners,”
he hardly considers himself a persona grata. I fook the hint last July.— :

wiﬁ_'_apeiésia??iﬁ-m_wmed your time, I remain, .

#

&
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¥ 4 Aug, 15,1941,
Hon.,Fennifather,
Advisor of Native Affairs,
Suva ,Fiji.
Dear Sir,~ =
Yy very dear frienmd,Dr.0tto Degener,of the Hawaiian Islands
has just written to me about & very pleasant and enjoyable 8 months
spent on your islands, studying and collecting your native flora and
also getting many items of interest in regard to the native customs end
folk-lore. Dr.Degener is a very thorough end consciemntiocus student as
has been well proven by the wonderful books he has writtem on the E
Flora of H.Islands.He has also written a spendid Yook on Hawaiian cusioms
and folk-lore.He is anxiocus to do this same kind of work for the Fiji
“slands, and already I have ordered a copy of this work when he has
it completed,I am sure that there will be lundreds of others; educators,.
ehurchmen, missionaries, and officials who likewise will be interested. ..
Dr.Degener writes that while in Fiji he found a young couple,Xijiasns,
wio proved:to be 'reiy ‘well acquainted with native lore as well as T2
native customs. Dr.legener no doubt has taken this questiom up with —~ =
you as he is anxious to have this young couple visit him in Haweil =
and help him complete this book Bust referred to.I hope that since <.
American people and your people are being drawn closer and closer to- -
gether for the vietory which surely will follow,that your office will
make possible the wish and much needed assistance of Dr.Jegner,especi-
elly since he is willing and ready to make any necessary guaraniees.
Yours very sincerely,
P08,
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with my equipment and drying botanical specimens on the grounds of &
ountry hotel, I wenmted hinm to have proper food during my absence and

ence went to my landlord to pay him in advance for a modest supply of
milk, eg28 and papays. I wanted my Fijisn to fetch this ésily from the
kitoaen door in proper.colonlal style. The white man refused to =ell me
gny of his sbundant provisions which he hed advertised on the neighbor-
ing treem &s for sele, saying: "Fijiens don't drink milk; Fijisns den't
eat vggsi. Fllians dm!t eat e « You're epeiling the damm boy." Tet
thiz same'white man during a two year perlod of poverty, had been liy-
ing in Fiji villages on the bounty snd generosity of the kindly natives}
They never fturn awey the destitute or hungry, whatever the rece, ;

in general, the finest type of Fijian stands on & lower soeisl seale
than the most degraded, rum-goaked, bootlegging white men or discharged
goverzment embezzler. According to & story current among the natives,
and I have also hearéd 1t from white recidents, one of these last was
not brought to trial from his mountain provinee es that might lower o
the prestige of the white race in Fiji. Another culprit, instesd of e
being jailed, bad his passege paid beck o Fngland} It da because of
nasty entagonism of races that Fiji lore is hidden from the Whites, I
crashed through this ecrust through my mdoptiom of Aloisio as my "Fiji

B ¢

B0n,"

I am mailing this letter, open, to you through the Hnlness of oux
mriual friemd, Mra, Williams, She will be interested and I do wish her
%o read it Then she will forward it to you to your correct sddrees, I
do not Imow whother you are still living in Riverdsle, Plesse return -
the photogrephs to me some day, Seversl wera rurcheeed in Suve and I
lack duplicates or even the neszatives. i : e ’ =5

Sincerely yours,

gty SRR T A Eaal R e PN el e R b e P
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BoTanic MUSEUM. anD HERBARIUM,

Boiand GARDENS

BRISBANE. 5th September, 1941,

S e =
¥r. Os Degener, .
 Waislua, Oahu,
- g HAWAIT. |
N v Eaih
Dear:Mr. Degener:‘-;;
: BT "' Your letter of the 30th July came to hand

a few days 80w

Tl = I have written to Sir H. Luke, Governor of

) ?i_‘ji"‘,"‘f{but am afraid that anything I could say would have
littlesinfluence, as I understand the law about allowing
Pijians to go ‘outiof the country is very rigid.

‘_'.'f-'t"}'e; &Q\J‘?‘ W Y

Ry 0. The Director of Research here, Mr. Veitch,
who was® for some: years in Fiji as entomologist for the C.3S.R.
Company, and who also knows Hawaiil, does not agree with yon
in thélway the: Fijians are treated. He says he has spent some
little time ini.the Hawaijan Islands, and his experiences sre
the exact reverse of yours, that is, that the Fljians are far
tetter treated by the British then the Haweiisns have been, or
are belng, treated by the Americans. Instead of walking about
in bulldog shoes, and spotted socks and ties, the Fijians,
according to Mr, Veitch, are living their own 1ife, in their
own ‘villages, with their own school-teachers, own medical men
end 8o on. In faect, he looks upon their existence as a perfect
lotus: life, He says that the British rule is shown beneficial
by the fact that the native population is incrfeasing, while
they-are still retaining most of their native characteristics,
end their own native life, and are not being bred out of
existence entirely, and not being "civilized" as the Hawaiians
have been, and are being, in Hawaii

o2

- &
s L

: ‘f.‘:-f‘f-{;tnur scheme seems an excellent one, and I
have told Sir Herry Luke that it would certainly be worthwhile,
and ' add: considerably to our knowledge of the uses of the :
Polynesian planis. From what I have- recounted, however, yon
will see the difficulties in the way, and I think the only
feasible: suggestion would then be for you to go to Piji and
live there for six or twelve months, and get as much information
on the spot as you possibly can, Surely six months residence
in the country would ensble you to gather all the information
you require from your'adopted couple?

23 With kind regards, .

Yours truly;

(C.T.White)
Government Becianiat,.

Iliunt Fﬁs—titute" for Betahical Documentation {4

"I'

-
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22 Tairfield Ave
= T 3*n Pranciseg
Tel 21x 0802 . Calif. SUe 7N

Dear “r Degenar flor B

Jery plessed ~ proud was + o receivs Your firs boglk Jesterday

t.is so handsomely set UR = on starting to read it Very soon found thet
Wwas the producs o a man who loves his work . ‘foat thoushtful of You t
send ms 50 desirable a gift . It is now on my shelves zt - Singalans
where on days of leisure i ¢an so grzatly enjoy what one ey rizhtly
call Treasures . :
Your book came some time g0 = but I have been working out of town -
polishing up professionally for what maycoune , could not have access o
mail till I returnsi.
Jhen the Junk docksd at Forolull I remoined tihers for four days
before takine the Turline - h ad some dhives thru the island 2 hear th
you were still absent , your houss wis pointed out to.me ,
Jehr saw Dr Coulter on the cunk % afi=r the 24 day no one excent the
ghins company could some aboesrd .
You will haye hssard the aftermath of the cruise » DScause the Dbeans th
the ZTicearoon did,nt spill the 3kizper déd .
The outstandinz man of the Junk was Mr Rawal - he lost he loyzlty
in fact the control of his men because of his DPatience with - apparent
devotion to irs 4 .
Per m~ part +the cruise 788 a success - geographiecally . Rarotonga was
a corkins island tp gee » We allhnad a jolly time there » How John revel.
led ir the NMupa- ku pa shimmyings ) t very hearty was the Surop
hospita ity accorded to us . Would say that +hs Haori admizture is s
Something to writs home about .
Tie only real achisvement of the Zxpedition was Jour plant- gatha ins or
trhe islands of Fiji ; or so Mrs i said ,
#Z were in Tahiti for six weeks - I took the 8- milse walk to tha famous
Falls of Fatua % on Syncays usually went with lr Raval & the © boyce n
Lo _replenis the Jung zalley . .
= fal-5al e b — - i S
he is m%rﬁ}; 3 news asn TUBEEE ’ WoShington oo nsae Gt oo Stisnde
g 5 at=+ = 3 T Lol e DA L8
?hﬁiegnmggé %Egcggs Eage hogpéoghdggﬁnbuc?éﬁéf?;&°ﬁ%%a;£f15 to ra nngt_

(=

All of tthe Philippino crew were en routs to % heifxislanas the aay i
sailed , % —®ethe Samoan sailors ace d mrself Z Dbazgace

liner 2 piayed- " blew a fine Gonchomgggff 100 SAYoha f%?g R it
Again - my plezgure at receiving Dlants Fawaii Yational 2arik

is indeed great - when I ses t3cker I shall lend it to him .

Hdust say a word about our fins ey ( Admirable Chrichton ]

at Zago
he left tue Junk = returned to his pecple put ne+ vefore givine us -
dars  menorzble enterfgiment at his viliage ofiz2lilg » his uncle
is a Chief therps .
Tery speciz grestines to your =milio % always the best of eyssbics

thing to yourself, &
Mary Kesgan
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i Moknleia Besch, Waialua, Oaku, 7
\ Sept. 6, 1941, .
S
Deptl.of Imisra.tion, : e
L.anoluln, !.E. I o

N _."m n:L os nnn?ber of Hrs. Arem:mts -cnm

-' - ﬂ.iﬂgrent Xinds of plants snd wish to write
it semple, for netive Fijl customs, For that I

need o ere in Eawaii as sesistent where I heve bt driea. Fi:i
nlants wl:s. and. ny- scimtiﬂc uquim 1432 5 =
~ Such & man jl s specialist in Ma 1018 and zw‘.: t&.ka & necea-- .

- sary job pwmy from any American citizem. Can. I hove & Fijian come to %
Humu.jhr v 3 gar;m- u_:;saiantmu work nn_& not breask the immigmtion’-} 5

I mio ha.? --w"rmez aasistunt and. ’a:lapteﬁ. aon" who eonectsa.-
~ these plents in the' Jungle with me help me here in Hawaii with his )

wife, Ha kncws. | ‘mative customs ag for 2s the mam i3 concermed, °
mxila she Imows ebout: pla:.ting mata, dyeing, stronge cooking rcpipsa.atc. :
Zut they are an obgeure coupls who mey not be sllgwed to leave Fiji 3
Tox feexr our demosratic ways toward. nan—l-a'u.casie.n citiz ens will "Bpoi_" :
them tm:-ned:!. eval'Fijl ever pfter, - =2

it 1“- ‘nnsble % !I:re ‘&hia couple ecome to Hawail to halp me, T

wish o 'ask my good  friend High Chief Ratu (Sir) Charlie Coksbeu come
%o be =y homae ‘and to help me with nstivecustomz, He is the grand--
gscn of the " : ‘F13i", an Oxford gradustes,.and a member of
tkas Pijt Imalatmrew Hg expressed his depire to see Hawaili and decide
vhether he should not 'Bcnd hiz children to school at Funchoun next :.reLr. >
X gum “Fiwauld be obliged %o poy his expenses and themr some. Eitherto
" Piiiang’ ‘Aave not daen allowsd to leave the comfines of the British Fme

pire. Bub with gur cloge relationship with that country, I believe ths
colmmmm permit Ratu Charlie to visit Hawaif,

arite, hm alsc e .fu:bidém to lesve Hai o2
n: oﬂﬁbmtor in wxi'binu & book on Fiji Flante spd F:ui
/ACencaglan copra plomter. is copre has drovped Im =
8 cage also Hue obliged To defrey his crpenses. .

Ho-r Emlﬁ. I have tme”ot these three groups visit Lo :I.n Howail whma :
I an ready tc start on the writing of my book? I onm prepared 4o post hom!..
etc., as gu:mtas Iy e.aaiatant would nu’a ‘hucrme & public cherge.

foura aimu-ely,

(f-sz/?/glfmva

e e L R Y i Aty s TN s et Sl ey s ot




Mokuleis, Waialua, Oalm.,
Augs 11, 1941,

Daar ix, Machndo: ) I
«BEGS 5 plenhadl Do iiiven | LLSEFE s 04
L way Genel bring & youmg Fijl couple to the Territory effer
a while &8 my ."sum{anﬂ:;tutocu“ in rative Fiji lore? I am prepared

to post bond and d¢;enytiing -else thet may be resuired, Their work with :

ould Vg any one elseof a job, They are experts inm i
?geﬁrﬁaﬁnﬁ% anethe entire U.S.A.,ccen take their pleces, Here |
are the def ails S A, . ;

eturned - ‘month £rom Fijl where I collected over 2,000 dif-

ferini hm:doryhnta in the jungles for Mrs, Archbold of "Chenz He" _
fame. I had varicus:native assistants and lived with them in their
native villsges..These Fijians are very kindly reople, very ameh like
the Hawalians, Give them a.close haircut snd you ean hardly tell the
dj_t‘:eu.-mq.i; thoygm usge many of the same words, Nt Vg e g
s it RS s iy I i B 5 e |

Xy plants are ow being processed and identified at Harvard, On get=
ting my set back, which will eventually reesh the Bishop Museum, I
wish torbegin writing my book on"Fiji Plents & Fiji Customs™ in earmest,
I need this eouple to help me in describing their customs, telling me
the plant names, native spelling, uses, ete, The young men eollseted
most of“the plants with me and ean therefors recogrize then now in
their dried ard preserved state while others would heve anm swful +ime
deing sos i o e

iy essistant comes from s regien that had n¢ roed until sbeut three
Jears ago and hence 'wes quite isolated, He is therefore & "Fijien of : /
the Fijisns", yet kmows our customs by havirg 1ivsd in Suva for a year
with parf{-Fijian relatives during an illness, Ee wounld not be cut of :
Plase in & group of Ameriean eitizens, He Inows F1ji ecustoms the way: &
we know our own customs. He has even bmilt four of thelir ‘elaborate -
wicker-work, grass houses, His aged grand-ungle, who wes a cannibal in
his youthy told him stories of their fessts end how "fou can hear the —
nen's ghost whistling ocut of the pot as he is beinz cooked", and other
interesting tales, His wife knows strange Fiji cocking recives, weaving

and the wahine part of Fiji civilization, You Inow how the older gene-
ratlion Hewaiians won't fell "damm hadles" anything of their ercient
cuat%,;?iﬁm: are worSe in that respect becaunse they have been
treated worse, This 1g year old youth, gziven %o me by adoption by his 4
father (8 prescher and petty chief) as "son”, trusts me, Fiji lore -
that haa_:gv_g:r appeared in print is mine for the asking, : AT

NI -

I cen't "simt up. Bhopl'l'. here in Hawail, drag all By ao'u.im-mt plambs”
and botanieal source books to Fiji and then hunt & honse for myéelt to
rent therey It is easier to bring the couple here, At the seme time '

they teach me Fiji lore for my fortheo book, I would teach th i}
subjectas they shau:l.d.]mo«g‘ my alog 4 : o o

Sincerely yours,



~ remember correstly, stated that iz case of o foreign region like Sowth

Wodolua, Oshu, T.H,
Sept, 14, 1°41.

iy dear ¥r., Strecch:

tharis for your infama*icn..l letter of file

4502/63%, in answer o mine of August 11 $o ¥, Hachmde of the Governox's

0ffice. 1t of cmsa ENSWErE a siz:il:z: one of mine gddresged to your

office aapt. G : -.-.*,; —;‘,
¥hen in F131 T wisited our Consml .n-.-"wungm Abbott m“. m%
with ry FiJ1 ssaiatmt‘ ‘Hy . Abbott hed Just recently arrived in Suve. 5

He¢ showed me scme more or less recently ilssued regulations which, if I -

Sea Islands whore no proper U,S., consular passport office exists,
alieng are allowed %o leeve forcan American port at which their status
is then desided, In his letter of Eay 22 Mir. Abvold states "This office
is not a visa offise and carnob issue the type of visa you apparemtly =
heve in mind. I think, however, that you might solve gunr Troplem by
entering the boy as & temporary visiter; and I shall glad. to talk
the mattur over ..rxu ccme to Suva some time.”

As I mlérstanﬂ. ;w'nw. when T om all set to go ahesd with my nﬂﬁ?é
31 loze:

Fi} odect, I shell gontact Mr, Antheny koecre, Fiji Immigration —
I or passports thenm get Ir. Abbott’s o.k., or whatever sube
3

*111:&!:&!5: foxr u visas end thex hope for the bdest :L‘ran your orfrito..i

4 'A
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U.S.Dept.dusiice, Immigration
(T

Jeay Bir:
Your letter of the 11th instar

Lol

B
[
the Govermor's Office, has Z.eet: referred i

~e;ore your Fiji couple meoy Trocure at
i -‘1: +nis "‘04.\.- _U.Su secure

ul_e,,

+ inposed on uevel _t this vime, so before you make ony fur-
ther orrangements it is suggested that you comruricate your wishes %o
the Consul at Fiji.

If and when these aliens apply for admission they will be excmined
by officers of this service, As admissibility can hot be determined in
advonce of arrival this office can furnish you with no irformation un-
til the facts resnlt:l.ng Irom the exXamination are Ijown. |

Very truly yours,
| = W .G.Strench,

e ; Distriet Director, -

£ 0% Honolulu District,

S AL e o - (Fo. 4502/639)
U 3 Sept. 18, 1941,

e ' B ¢

Dear ir, Degener: /
You sre entirely correct in your sunmary-of the. situa-
tion set forth in the last parograph of your letter of Sept, 14th as
o the procedure in bringing your Fijians to Hawaii. When they arrive
here equipped.with passporis end American Consular visas, they will be
exanmined by-an officer of this “ervice, at which time their admissibility
will 'be determined;
Very truly youru,
.G.Strench.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE N SIPLTING PLEASE BFTX 7O Ty

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE RS as—-—
HONOLULU, HAWALI

4502/639
October &, 1941

Otto Degener,
© Mokuleia Beach;
- Waialua, Ca.hu,T.H

Daar Si::- 5% : ;
<t 4 i e "ﬁ. L el

M T regre‘b!that ,.t.hrough ‘an’ overs:l.ght acknowledgment‘.
was not made:of your kindness in sending ys a copy of your
‘book on Ha plant.s. C‘u.t atation ga.rdenﬂr finds it most -

Thanfd.ng you for your coiirbeély, I-a.m, :

_/ : l“. Iours very truly,
ARty £

7 J R Strancn 3
o Dlstrict Director, °
! Honolulu District. .,

T

Hunt !nsfifi ta fAr D:.Q-.nh‘u,.l\ Nocitimantating
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Hainlun; Oghr %o He
1

(Pilo No. 4508/633) Mo, 18,

way
gt hkﬂb;&

roLaop };I'. olrenghs

..u»s. Dt

'ha."'e bothered your office twice shoubt bringing my
oisio Ta(m)buclewa) to Haweii to sssist me 'n.'i.%& g

o Torney Ei.j‘gioolle
Y bookfont jivru C

trust this will be obout the last timd .

Cthe officicle in- Su:v‘g,a‘bmt‘ fhis mtter"
ettau: of Oct, 20 in answer to.mine. =
1y}) s objeetions to Lett: the youin leave &

o 'l:riv al onese They are busad primﬂy on Fi:i*g o

R haps dvop e s0p! ;ulmsm,lcﬁing alenfal”
' thn effect that thoir mderstgndma “crf our-rosulas

wim't like m::m,mr. The an’Eue F‘..J_
ung nofi, the very likable, offi
&{{o aa‘-aau.? tmder the ;urisaictian%o:

"{“%.. ; -\-p-

i srotfon
v morbaFie’
the Poﬁ.ces
I ‘he‘iwe the tro.t_onial Secrc'ba:y nen to let the hny come in his re-» ¥
marl: that The night be willing ter gc— o Forpiie for one year.® Tho Secreﬁg;-r
+then probably 'phoaed r. Koore about immigration regulation in the TuSes
and got s garbled repoTh. a.s the_tmlosad let..e:r i;;g_iugrd;eu.,:

1ling ue.luaio'a {Alayniua') ohier 'rru.nﬂles '

' ';_old. clothea “as m :
These a.‘:e considered quite precious by the nntives.iThe chie:t‘; ob:mttnnaé

el Coaei shonged. A suik:of zew hmcn) clothes
3it/b0 tnagy s loaving Fijl- iﬂa#i‘:lmng in fhsqmﬁ ‘of o gra h"“’g
31 L ; %‘2 . =k s
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course, aaaer-h that we were: tight then. & h-we even sir.ee bean, & till
are, right in everything we do:- actuslly I'am certoin ‘thet such is, '
" the Tac¥, So wrhat. mow?: I''am sorry that I am unmeble %o be more hel; |

tut you will realize ‘%ha‘t: it is not 'my kettle of £ish: l:L;?‘Lﬁ:e..ll,,« b do
notaing to assist you.. In conelusion I y ould remind yo of that story s ‘
n‘bout Pobe':rk Bruce & Z%a spiﬁer. ' Ay ,,,@ By " '
I

R ST 70 L iR .;s'-f Fs o I .'.::'znaz
&1 .‘ fi% ; ! ) -2
}fou:f's ve:c;‘ ;incje'}eela‘n ﬁ” 3

uJ |

* :l'. - '23’,31
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| - Ll Stn-Tiglletin,

4 eerasusato ez 1 HonoLuLu, Hawa, U.5.A. FOBT GFTICE BOX 3080
EVENING DALY EXCEPT SUNDAY

.. S or | Ookober 11, .1541
S - e
ERE LR, S B = e =
- 5 — et . i S
g N s )
‘-',- L N - | Vs ST e - ;‘\_h-‘\}-"“ e
‘_ e -3 -‘dsf__,_.......r-\.- - N
Tl bt i 3
e~ '“'" Mr, Ottoul-‘)'a-geﬁer ' = A P o TR
S Noe. W, LY S Waldloa;~0Oahu i
= Dear ¥r. Degener: v
. _Your letter of October 8 sutmitted for publication,
... reached me yesterday. Today would have been the anrliest
- _we oould. hu.va published it.
= o — : -Somewhat to my surprise I find virtually the identical
! . ~ letter published in the Honolulu Advertiser this morning.
1 ' I assume therefore that your purposs in hringing this te
Ll .. _ public attention has been fulfilled.-
S - ]
SR a,J_ur—-\.-J e S ours truly,~
= - Ao - T Y=t
I TR e < T
e == LT T M‘
T E = Ridey EoA
S o i L
" — P, L. RHAZAL Sos o :
Rew = 4 T . E = . .

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,
All communications should be
i v KEW, SURREY.

Tie DIRECTOR,
ting the following 3

9 -]

et e T

80th October, 1941,

Dear Mr. Degener,

I received your leitter of July 1lst, 1941, a
few weeks ago, written on board the S8.8. "Meriposa" on your
way to Honolulu. I have walted to reply, as I forwarded it
to the Colonial Office, as you requested, and have only
racently received it back Irom them.

I am afraid I cannot go invo all the
allegations you make about our Government in the Fiji Islands,
but your letier csuses me some surprise, as 1t does also to
one of my staff who has spent some time in the Fiji Islands.
I do not know whether vou have read the book by a distinguished
American citizen, Dr. 8.M. Lambert, who has spent some 20 yesars L
: in British territories in the Pacific and more than 10 years
in Fiji, as an emissary of the International Health side of the:
Rockefeller Foundation. Dr. Lambert knows Fiji, its people
and its Government as well as any Amerdiecan, and I think, if you =
do not already know his book, "A Yankee Doctor in Psradise“, you +
should certainly read it and compere some of his statements. had
about the Piji Islands with those you Zive me in your letten. v,
I refer you especially to his Chepter XI, p.113, and Chapter x;:. y
: p. 125, where he refers to. the India:i problem in Fiji.. Then g
1 there are severzl pessages in Part II of his book - Chapter I,
Pp. 147, 158, 161, where he refers to Ratu Lala lunching at
Government House, which is certainly contrary to what you s&Y, that
g Fijian mey net sit et the same table as a white man, and a
Fijian may not eat with & witite man'. On page 211, Dr. Lambert
says, referring to%Eyre Hutson, "He made Fiji a model for sll =
students of island administration", end on pages 215-216 he
draws 8 comparison between New Zesland Ssmo& &nd American Samoa,
to the advantage of fthe former. Then again, in Chapter VI, pp.249,
250, he praises the New Zeaslaud native administration. In :
Chepter VII, p.270, he has a good deal to say asbout tihe Fiji |
|
!
|

Medical School, and again in Part III, Cuapter V, p.3&57, he

gives a general picture of the native Medical School at Suva,
hieh obviously is a very fair representation of the factis.

I would also commend to your notice his Chapter VI, p.377,; where

his general conclusions on the Pecific Islands are worthy of

your study.

I &m 1nterested to hear that you collected
over 2,000 nuubers 8 plants, and tiat & good set of tiese, &s
afraﬂged with Dr. Merrill, will be coming to Kew when conditions
allow.

I trust before you write to yvour Governuental
Officers similer letters to thet which you have written to me,
you will meke & careiul study of Dr. Lembert's book,

I am,
Yours very btruly,

| WP Aoees ,44_/4_

Mr. Otto Degener, = DIRECTGR.
Waial
Oanu,
Terr.

I—T’unf Institute for Botanical Documentation
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MEMSER GF THE COMMUNITY FUND GF PHILAGELPMIA AND VICINITT
Pnz.c.mf. BoAnd OF MAHAGERS
CamENCE R, WHYTE.
THE DUARAM SCHOOL HRS, BADIK T, M. ALEZANOLR
REV. GEOMGE EMERSON BAaNEs
VeI Armsirong Associationef Philadelphia o e somon
on. JOHM P,
Bl.-co.h_c;l:.::l:r'!k. .T.0 AFFILIATED WiTH MATIONAL URBaM LEASUR :l.lﬂuzl IIA:
EVERETT 8. ELWOOD
THEASUAER: 1434 LDMBARD ETREET JOHM T, EMLEN
WiLLiaM R. Fosa JOHM M, FLIISCHER b
THE BaLLINGEN COMFANT PHILADELFHIA, PA. WiILLIAM R. FOOG 1
EOW. W. HENRY 1
SOLIGITOR: LESLIE PINCKNEY MiLL 1
HENRT CaRTER PaiTensos : ExEcuTive BECRETARY OR. DE HAVEM HINKSOH ]
. WAYNE L HOPKING MRS, WILLIAM L. HULL
INDUSTRIAL ANG RESZARCH
BECRCTARY
CHARLES A. SwoNTER
PLACIMENT SECRETART) October 2!‘", 191!'1

M. MARGUERITE CAVENFOAT

COMMUNITY ORGAMILATION
AR

LiLLiz Wame Tomemine

My dear Pr. Moldenke:
Your letter of October 10 to the

Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce in which you asked for
the address of the Pennaylvania Society for Promotion of -
Abolition of Slavery, etc., has been referred to me,

T don't ~ believe this organization

maintains officlal headguarters, but the oresident is Mr,

|
Charles Frangis Jenkins, Publisher = The Farm Journal -
7th Street ahd Waghington Scouare, Philadelphia, I \
believe a letter addressed to Mr. Jenkins will bring any ‘
gdditional information you may wish concerning this organ-

ization, .
Very sincerely yours,

WLH/1t | 5

Dr, Harold N. Moldenke
Associate Curator

The New York Botanical Garden
Bronx Park - New York, N,.Y,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



‘. Wodalua, Osim, T .2,
Hove 29, 1941,

=, Clorles Franeis Jenkins, Fres,, !
Sceiety for Abelition of Slavery ete.,
-7t Street & Washington Square,
Peiladelphia, Fee.

Decxr My, Jenkdnss:s | -

. - Some weeks ago I read a nels item in o Homofulu _
about your Scciety for the Promotion of therAbolition of Slavu-g'
improvement of the African Race, FPerhans yoi thought the work of ¥gur
Scciety has just aboubt ended in this Twemtieth Century of enlightemente
Hay I draw your attention to the meed of ameliorating the tresent wrebohe-
ed state of the kindly, talented Fijians? The Fijiang by anthropologists .
are technieally elassified os Xelenesians or "block islanders™, They are - |
& splendid blend of Africens with & flaver of ¥alayan snd Felynesian bloods
Their lengunge is but one-fifith Folymesian, According to a lsgemd, handed
dorz by word of mouth from father to son for many generations and told -~ |
me last May through an. interpreter by on old FPijian, TAlI ¥inds of poople |
including whites, lived in cne big houce reaching almest to Heaven, locate
el In Toncenyiia, Africa.” The verious reces of man scatiered before com=
rictirg The Douse, tae rijisne leaving last nfter the other races had
talzen all the good land available, The Fijions thon mede a huse bost calls-
el Famwnitoni in which the chiefs Lukummscmbasomba, Denge pnd Faithela
with roteiners, geiled Ifrom Africa, 4 hmrricone arose, losting 26 ﬁaya.%
The voyagers finally settled in Fiji end inereazed iz nuubers, Jusi,Iuku!
nnsonmbasonmba died, he told his mumercus ehildren 4o fourd separate TownS,
each ©o be romed after African ‘ones, Thus you zet nomes such as zcubaga’l »
iz ¥i131i, Theoy sre merely corruptions of Africon town nomes. Langhoge,
custons such ns former cammibalism, unwritten higtory, erd the apnearance
of the people themselves definitely elassifies %hem ag African. I therefore
erzeal to your soeiety to intersst itself in the welfare of this splendid
roce of peopls now inhabiting the Fiji Islands,

I have never interested myeelf in politics, welfare work or netivities
outiside my ejosen field, but now hove been rudely shocked cut of my bhot-
anienl work by my recent exporience in the South Sess. I am an American
¢iSizen borm in America like my three trothers snd sister, Ky father wasg
2 naturalized American citizen born in Brunswick elmost o hundred years
820, de left Germany in his youth, merried my mother (borm in Mantua,
Felr) 1n Pnzland, and spent the rest of his life in New York City, In
Anite of thies unpopular backgzround I consider myself no more Germnxn than
Brisish or Chimese but simply Azerican, I neturally abhor Slayery or peon-—
agZe wahether fcund in Axis couniries or in the so-ealled Fnglish-spearing
Lomoeracies. I am a botanist, auther of five books on Hawsiisn plomts,
Tormer instruetor at the University of Hownii, and former lieturalist of
dewail Notiomal Park, My sciengific work and biograrshy is &lven in one or
two soientific directorises. '

I prmdved in the F1Ji Islands November a year ags with oy Americanized
Filipino student cssistant as momber of o cedSatlaexpedition. I remained
over seven months. I traveled throughout the islands rsther excensively
in gearch of plants, living with tie noiive Fijiems in their elaborately

H' I 1 TE o Lo T T i
llr_lf Inctitiite TN
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arsh Mraga” BE, 1 T ted Filipino the wny you woulé treoat
i e-gpiﬁ‘*s; A;l::f:;.m:‘tiegf e ARE A DI ai iy to the great sur-
:i:’ﬁéu;:‘.’mthé xztzves. Ag o result, they treated me more lilke a Be;.;vgu
culce vhan e hoted white man, They confided in me &d* one pett:-f c;c.zc.n even

- ro nis telented 18 yeor old son for edoption, telling me e lmew T
vonlc be kind to him end eduecte him, I adopted +he youth Ger_s's.a..{ as
- = lost Inster, gove him the best medical attention available in Suye,
- worted o teaeh hin Yo read. Ho, on the other hend, sterted to teseh
1 ji folklore to enable me to write a book on the subject ginmilnr %o
L wrove ten yeers ego cbout Hawaiion customs. I hed mode gll Arrangc-
nente to bring this youth to Iaweil bui, practicelly the logh day, ths
Colonin) Govermmert would not let him snil, Hea night get "spoiled™ by see=
ing how we itreat the releted Haweiians in democrefic America and om nis - 5%
roftrz to FiJi some time might tell hig fellow pwoms sbout it. The prese =
exee of my adopied pnative som in Fiji mokes it ndvisatle perhaps to go o o
it el with the subject at hond, nomely: 1.) +the introdunciion of Fiji— '
ens into Haweii iz preference to pdditionnl Crientels for emergency labqr,
2,) the abolltion of peonmge in Polynesia and neighboring islomds, and A
.) theo vurehase of these Islands by our government - & second "Sewardis al
folly" like the vurchage of Aloskn = For pilitery reasons and for the sake

of rescuing o splendid race of people from utted _\u-.etch.sdnasq.- h sy q

Fi . Y _.H ‘EB U
vwhen it oposed 1ntroducing 5,000 Filivings 1n‘.'_o Hexrail .
"m—;:LEi ;idwi‘:’age:gs end sa adéitiona_{ 1,000 as pick-2-shovel workers in
i '-‘:..1::' reservations, I printed the following i_n_ 2 locel poper: A

¢

!

For : 4 v

g st e Lt ek 5305

and botanist concerning the Pacific, I believe I have come pretty close :
to the truth because of my umusual opportunities. I have lived in Hawaii
since 1922 and taught or kmown Socially members of races held in sub juga- i
tion elsewhere in the Pacific, I have lived over 7 months in little~Xmown :
Fiji, conversing with Peons as z trusted friend and a member T 3
Tamlly. I know definitely these people are just about our equal and, given . |
Just half a chancep can live happy, eminently worth while lives. According
to Lambert (p. 120): "I had had a white man's peep into the Melanesiar
nind; anthropologists rank him as the mental equal of the Ceucasian;”
And these people are doomed to live as mistreated Deons unless we come

The above are the observations and ideas of a diéilluaioned teacher 2 _‘

to their ajid!

3

Sincere.y, o 5

¥May I have the photagrapha‘back? I need them to show to others,
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Tdcr-iecretory of 8fate,

Zonden, Roglend,

Sinoe .rwdﬁng-ye‘m note 2iled a :

e dving you 2 8 B5028/56 :
iggﬁ;ghﬂ M&I?; egg:itjtiigg ggge mgzmg £a ea.':'.:/tt mﬁ Ef‘:v?'
bat?ﬁicclmi =G Y $i L Teq - only my mc:qtrlmtnd' 19 vecr
this motd uﬂ. m‘é‘w%_m 1 edopled oa "son® lnmy Froter. = !“09{!*1 t:m

<.

& &3’- iAg000 Witz I Coverrmert ; an¥m
31'3"8--“ Tare from Suva o Homoluly cnd fo post bazﬂmegﬁ - il e =
0+ I egree to write s book on F131 Customs oma 2134 Flasvbe thot wAlL
nct be controversialy & paater of the Coloniel Navermmant in Fiji '
1“83‘:’1-: 6 fitucos fé- :‘gzmcgﬁg gtg’a.{tﬁ {43 poblications e
Wéﬁw‘gﬁ;ﬁéﬁmim‘&g. it St SR aiyr sy @

» 1 b8 ) extensively Curizg the lsst four manthe to wealihy
Foundatians, Corpore : 3 e
Tehat ,z o Flas wlé lfmt:?s., eocieties audasn of ir2luexce in imeries ia.

5e I &3 %icw sctively sporcoring the introdus 7 0T Vs
no T1eld hemds Zow I’It‘-fﬂ:{ii?.n at&i?rwplsmtaﬁoﬂgn tgigé%hg.?gt‘ai i‘ana;tiv“
suorinze Pemuliing frem emcrceney defemse work, e camnot 1nsTodnoe moTe
Oricntels Jike Chinspey Fi1ijinos o Tosh Indicas Descuse of the "Yellow
Feril” fear oz the Matuland. e oormob Import worlers froa tha Senbinetol
TUnized States oo they Will not perform humble fosks Zox low TaEES, Zercd
P i the logicel souzce of the labor Pequirod, pertiovlorly at this
time with $he copve industry benlTupts I oo convireod €,000 cuitsble men
are nvailable out of a porniaticn of 500,000 natives, If osch lsborer |
were repuired to semid oaly § 50 of his montily wose %3 F1ji to supvord..
nie relatives, the islands youid goinwell over § 2,000,000 peo FOOTy ) -
Cor cmergensy is cotimatod to lapt fwo ox tires yoars. Soch inoriconl OUFe
reney in Fili would taen De availeple for iue yorcihaze of T emirmert
froo Lncrich. I Tublished fa feelex" pognnding tha fopostetion in o Joeal
porer and poteld some irterest. I em mow proparing a nore detalled oxilcle
cmd couldl procure reprints Ior aistrivatieon to selest lagimlntore in Anle
edlon mﬁmﬂ LEni poted in the cﬂ!@‘ﬁm St : T

Tt  rtobed objections reneining o 1y neving my cative assicte
ont here in %&I are, necording to ¥is lettex of Oolober 20 from the |
Aroting Colemisl Secrelery in 2531, the following: - S e 1

{, "Hig o lccel chief i eprosed %o ihe ouggestlen of hig leoving :
T.3i," $hig I conalder on chieation of iittle consequence. I sew the cnief
wrrore my depsrture from F13i, He had visited the Tryelien Isiends es @
aan Toateren 50 years belore and axpregsed great slgaeure $hot clcybed
Tiji son wonld have tha sonerpmity of vigiting Howeil. I TS 2 iversity
3cachar by profession befowe sublishing o Botany ond have beem employing |

: v x ermmands, several 8ol 7 pEsigned na ¢
ggnm w g O Sesisns ' I have m%ﬁdwn‘a% gug=

sadoyn schoal for realenntion,
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s1ec. I prefer, however, o stick fo Dotemy ond native folxloves,
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miaine SifaAgtio ¢

6 bost selles, Vith ny Fijl monm ot hand
o? niowtion nob Tare fn Haweil), I eou Linid rysedf to nedive
hdx, I must pof nyibeak with
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sasislogy cad intsresting perzonnli-
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» faplicste. to insure your woceiving aﬁ*:--'--h.
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ﬁ:ﬁ:i;yur I:lg:kcd" the ‘H'Iifa of one professer and the sister of omether

I mentien tﬁat the gﬁgni:?a: ﬁﬁfﬁhe g:rtn.de. e - '
m gyoten was peemcge ire Hawanll -

sinilar im Eblencaian Filjl; Hawsii hae merels £ it i 1

2 evelved aws

Eystam a bit faster tham Fijl, Then I ndd (}1{ mey be n?ghgu.{rgm}

that yeu ere regidly sdvencing. I had sssumed my bey weuld be free % “

leave his iglands and net be tied teo the soil, = :

Thanks te your letter (which I read ever at least emuse-~
nent ond whese choicest bens mets are mew im = lettu'sgﬁ:;s ::tgu: *
Palace - t0 whem? That is fer a pelice officer to guess), I shell ge
glew and gee what the mext Suve clipper meil will brimg, If I must ferge
ahead im Betany with my Fiji ememuemsis ot my side, Mr, Eeers eor Mr,
Permifeather must fake ever where I leave off, If I still must twiddle
my tmhs"hﬂa!iuaﬂy, I will coeperete with them in pushimg the Fiji

_lsber idea em the American side ef the femce, If we succead, please dem't

_i-_-sm-_u_‘tka dregs ef seclety frem yeur Jail, (Delirguent tax payers are

il GaEew h.wguga. Plesse forgive my pulling your legs) Do ettt I

.~ Did yeu Xmew the Reckefellers no lemger have s residewt represemta~
tive = Fi131?] I suspect something weat wreng. De peeple :esﬁ for
nfailing eyesight"? Did yeu read Lambert's beek? De got it frem Mr,

. Pexnifeather, I, seems disillusioned abeut your Celeninl Office, tas :
seme effige that seems to wreck my treject, He meintained that the of= -

. f1ce was pouring =and iz his dyneme, I certalnly can't de Fi1j1 eny herm
writing Rocksfellers agaim, psrilcularly in Yiow ef the Clipper increas=
ing disease dsmger for Hawall, I thixk Dr, Hemsley fire ond me smeb,
bat Dr, Cramer is likewise fime (FVaziz might abject), has ths best :
medicel scheelizg im all Fiji, emd is & persistent go-getter. I om re=
commending him as Reckefellerd resideat representative, and getting py
Tew Tork geeinl service cousin %o pull for him likewiss, She has gosd
contacts im a strategic place. Sheuld 1 succeed wiih Reckefellers, it
weald help Fiji health amd imcideatally give me am extra drawiag card +
for gettimg s Resetbta Steme, IT I den't, mo metter, Just ansther letter
aend o 3 ceat stanmps ' : : :

1 raef almest sut of breath writing se much Jumk, l'v’.gracﬁinga te
Hr Hnrﬁ._ ) gt

Tnanks lets fer yeur sdvice, It 1s geeds

] LR

bl il i

- Simcerelys :
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¥ : B = ~ra—

i
¥ o <Tacohey o900 ' = . I - o —vg-t- =
o V& i : B A
Zor the good name of Fiji courtesy iz matives and '
7 ne 28 and government lot 1
o t_m.nka Feach the varicus nrmy l=dle s. I 2oid I would writa ~f.=.;.ﬂfgem

-honle the Jr:’gcrr c}om.orn in their ow 1gecge for the gake of Reoaal
coipra 1L such letiiers den™ receh ".;l:- ; G the cengar's ears ,:111
feel warm when the ladies chmnge notes thelx pext necting or twoe.

Tan't blome me.

Comorrow I shall write Congrossmen V. vho tolla = n,gnjmgt
r.:."cr.“f J.naticn snd gsked Lox iﬂ Lenorg? 0'112* ong,. %&o'v;erl: ﬁise;iiy fake
T dayay j»twampaqp. The next wili be tol go* «y ¥ho ig dc
or i‘or Raweil sy findl plea in oil lotfera #Will heneeford =
I—‘ol.zr.cuia plug Fiji ol & gen : jriea in pold,=
ot Belgenercus. The lend-lo s ent §8 T

3 ing ":.1 u

_:.m Lhe cha.aa u:t all
ueﬁ%?&

glanta in nn quitc a fow movelties T hear =
seted with the U.SMermcn" & 13.?;‘!-!&"1!1 Wnshiz:gtm,,
'iton;eet plente where I Yoft off. You éannch well-.
5} ﬂtﬁn‘b an Ameriean atmah. Ins Af you leb-him ot to-
Bigﬁ.faks. you will exeate o tripple etanch in ﬁnarica.

Sizon Togres ia

Ee is ¥ .assite ’ﬂis wifa is par Ha:miis_:x.

exter iz in the hcmtel. ¥nile im mg‘gmes e et

i o8 from his kidmey. This second hospifal g
Q‘BE W(ﬂ»‘ﬂhing 111 g ¢ all‘ig‘rb 2

2 t:r Jiow T sen, n;;.. Pe&mifath’ ; cheﬂua ’o: $r
o7, A101510. They “eome %o the house £nd esk “What s
T, ﬁuiaio?" or "Whn% do you heer from FLj17" When :
oke i the papers, one rushod io my nloce end advised

‘Penmifother chegue invalid so thatl youwr goverzm
snfisonte 1t L‘rm:ﬁed I had faithk in the honesty
%ot npprove oll pacisal policies, snd refused So
“late sorviction proved correct = the

but retwmeﬂ. by Hre I‘emize.th_

' om wery hemtant in maﬁing £4 ag 16 e
efinite you. +.08 3m-$ow, that is Perthest from L
DUTTOCEe PUE T fon ‘dces put on Tegord w7 ections end gets them out
of the furtive rﬂ.'askr i you lmaw, gué Yo my 1snln‘ceﬂ. smielded life, I
rever quite greM T y in nll re:pec‘.s. !'erdinand, th sull, likawise sm.ﬂa&

Lot A

i
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Desr Sir: X
With trc‘u‘ble ‘brewins 1n the Pacific, heve we not cuough ﬁrimtuls

||J

In Hawnil ae 1t is, even I they ave ha:m..e"s Filipi=znosT Ve neced s.cae
field loborers for our sugas plantaiions ond 1,000 pick & shevel L:om.'m ;.
for digzing t!_.ttchea for sewer pives, etc., in ormy ond revy rez ""Pti@ :-.
: S

-]

cnt Tgarl Herbor. As we can'i get axy from & he Comtinentc Tes Ses Eowaid

b
$c ncr 2lirting with the idea of imporiiug 6,000 sdéitional “riznus. f %
ar orrosed to this plan or the iaportetlcn of Fast Indisms, I pzefex thé :

Amporiciion of _ijia:ls irstenda 3 - T

Fijien is a spendid type of human being, closely Tolated %o the

=%
4 I3

Hormijan - g race neow pretiy well Imouwm and 1f¥ed by vecple in the atn.tes;

Trelosed zre per'bi.nent clippings and a stetemernt of my ebscrve "m %

, bagsed on 7% momths8 stay in Fiji, much of the ‘.:.inc _tﬁ.ng,_
sa® hoases of the Fijisna themselve

and Dellefs
ia 432 ﬂlﬂhorately conztruoted “gras

FEracps o...e of :rom' reporters may wish to-write =nm article oz Fijisn

Viley 52 _e:*t.al Labor, noking use of scme of =y gata, I sm's 'bc'he::ish ar.&-

ruestion is really cut of my field. B, i

4+ zdditional up-to-inte jnforpotion cbout the obiliiy

FEs T
the lakox

T;u eca zet
?ijisms in ILempert's reorntly publisbed "1. YTankea Tcehor ir Foraldl

Should you Trimt on F1ji, plesse let me iove o couple copies of your . ’
grticle. wo =

et o e 477 Pomam +ha n-mm-tnﬂm or Fijians m't.o Hataii in p.'efer-

|_|U|Il. III\Illl.-.—- Tor RotanicAal
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$ZRSONAL. ' =
Sk FOR NATIVE AFFAIRS,
iN BESLY PLEASE QUOTE: o e '
No. ‘ * . : = : Y S Suva 11th H_O_‘.V'em'ber, 3 lg_!ig -

et Ve T your=Te
gﬁ;h gg.;h Oct:rrber*i,in""hfch you: - chequ

Soagar “toZd azé}:oni;and ~travelling expenses

~ Aloisio Tabuyslews,:which I return herewith in X
view of Government's decision ‘Gonveyed to you:in’
the Colonial Secreta:-y; & letter of the 20th

you very ‘much for-
your two volumes “Flora Hawaiiensis" and "Plants -

Hawali National Park! The latter, particularly‘,p =
R s is. a.\beautirul copys - I must not forget Dr.. .
' Lambert's riow famous book for which also many-
: .~ thanks. It is very good of you to send these
E copies and I will circulate them. y,

_The first clipper to Fi:]i which
Sunday makes her maiden return voyage
which I am sending you thia letter.» ;

i

3rrived on’

otto Degener, annira"
Jﬂi&lﬂa, LT
HAWAII.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

bkl e L

ah




a5

TERRITORY OF HAWAII
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS

HONOLULU

November 1L
1941

Mr. Otto Degener
Waialua
Oahu 2

Dear Sir: s .
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
of November 4, 1941, regarding the desire of a young Figian
couple to come to Hawaii. S5 o
Consideration of your lettar, together with ths
enclosures, convinces me that they had better remain where
they are. However, should you wish to pursue the matter
further, I suggest that you take it up with the Imigmtion
authorities in Honolulu.

I am returning herewith your enclosures.

Sincerely yours

overnor of Hawail

Enclosures.
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DaiLvy TELEGRARH.
THE AusTRALIAN

ConsoLiDaTED PrEss LiMmiTED.

168 -1768 CASTLEREAGH STREET.
- - CaBLE AND

TELEGRAPMIC ADDRESS:
SYDNEY. "PACKPRESSISYDNEY.

] "BENTLEYS CODE.-
WomeNs WEEKLY.

GPO.BOX 4298YY SYDNEY TeLerHONE: M 24086.

/85 . 135/
2)1--.-\/7‘_ 97-'.—0., ,&(,_

G o A
e e
Y 7 - PR s H,/-‘ % ey
Ly Gl prond, Ky ok pFie
el Al B ey ot

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentat




2 5ok

¢ JUSTICE
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF EXBOR T REALYING PLEASE 2D TO Ties
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE
HONOLULU, HAWAII t‘-502/639

Novamber 22, 1941

Mr. Otto Degener,
Mokuleia Beach, .
Waialua, Oahu, T. H. A\

Dear Sir:

I regret to inform you that under existing regula-
tions this office is not permitted to communicate officially
with any forsign government agency. Such communications,
when found'necessary in administering the immigration laws,
are routed through the Department of Justice in Wiashington
to the State Department which, in turm, forwards the commun-
icstion if found desirabls.

The American Consul at Suva, Fiji, is, of course,
the official representative of ths United States Government
in those Islands and is qualified to inform the local admin-
istration on any points of law that need clarification.

If you believe the Colonial Secretary does not understand
the situation from ths legal standpoint, it is suggested
that you ask the American Consul to explain it to him.

As previously pointed out, this office ecsan take no action
nor give any assurance as to admissibility of any alien in
advancs of his arrival at this port.

The letter of the Acting Colomial Secretary trans-
mitted with yours is returned herewith for your files.

Very truly yours,

Geo. L. Colsman,
Acting District Director,
Honolulu Distriect.

Enel.

FILE NUMBER

e




Hokuieis Beach, Waielua, .1,
Fove 25, 1941, i

' Dear ¥r. deCarteret:

Tow that I gave one sobby lecture about Fiji
lest Tuesfey %0 = group of ladies, I have been asked during this
one week to talk to & group of men iz the came vplace end also bo-
fcre the Pan-Pacific Union, Bridently interestiin Fi3ji is =1fe, I
declined both tnlks as they would stir mp too mudh eniegoniem and
I am a friend of Fij4, j = i T o S

. T just went 4o be left alone with my 431 plant: and oy Fiji nme-

uvensls whom I treined and adopied. To get 6,000 Fljiaps laborers
Tor Hewnii would be of great berefit to both Hawall and Fiji, And
for the U,S., to purchoge all of Polynesie including Fiji nnd the
Gilberts & Ellices es marked on the inglosed map would be of great
benefit to the V.S., cnd the seattered #elapidated mative pepulatic-
I showsed this mep to the ledies and mort eonsidered my plen wise.

In 8 summery of land-lease figures, "Stettinius reported that the

. 919 miilion dollar Zigsre was Tesched Opt, 51, ond additicmal ship-

ments in Fov, hove reised the totel over $£1,000,000,000." For Just
& Irasction of thie essh (emd I ceorntributed to this emourt zz texe
peyer end thercfore in & demeercey have 2 right to be hecrd), Amer-
ica can own all these islands cutrlght with no strings atieched,
Incidentally, then there wonld no longer de reprassive rezulsilons
forbidding a retired University instructor from "edoptins® an un-
educated but teleated native boy teo teseh him Cauecasisn woys while
4the native telle him Fiji folkiore for inelumion in.a scientifie
booklJll . T SE

I have not yet finighed writting Congréssmon Vo Instead I firet
wrote Sensior Dee-=-<--y, I eclippercd him Seiurday my Fiji lsbor
oriicle and & rumber of typed pages of gxplanatory rYemsris. He is
definitely Fro-British and thersfore should met be bicscd bdut han-
"dle the situastion {1f he does not ignore it entirely) sympatheticel-
1y and withont becoming wobid, Spchel =

I am sending him rmy Hawail folklore book and am having o eopy cf

‘Therecoftor I

' Im;arg‘t 'sIna.ued ﬂgn%;m fTrom the m%ianﬁim
: ¢day I am con on Congressman Vi, g
plen to write to Pemnsylvania, You will lsuch when I finally write
you the name ¢f the society there. It is potmt_m_f_quam‘

By the woy, I wrote London I was so agi:uahﬂﬁsghmere a‘bi&:
ny Fiji amamuensis, I wes ready to bequea <] {Iy  eneXpens
streteh of besch on rural Oshu, I still have sy Homsluln property
ghieh has velue to begusath to relatives, eica -3

Creotings or the Ohristmas Seasem, = ' ;

Sineerely,



% 4 k™ A SOURCE OF HUSKY LABORERS FOR EAWAIT  “reei, o/
P . E R | e Egn
A B s g
Zditor The-Advertiser: ¥ P by
- CRALY '.-_-—ﬂ.&,.-('.;__,_; # st ',:.
1 y In view of Mr. H. Sshodar Singh's letter appearing
in The Advertiser of Nov: 30, I herewith again submit mine of Oct. 2%
%o you for publication. It had been writien in answer %o "Na Viti's®” letter
bui had been returned to me as foo long for publication:

»w . e AV T
e : p I rend the interesiting letter of Oct. v T
iir_.;" concerning his prefercnce for ez;lgyigg Eagt lndia;.g ri}..hzg 'cf:?_n
Fijians for emergency plentation labor in Haweii,. As "Na Viti" evident-
= 1y spent a yeer or more in Fiji for every month I spent there, his opin-~
ons ere of extreme importance. A companion letter of mine dated Oct, 8
e.ml submitted to an evening peper (but not printed) touched upon some
w. - oz his.statements from a different anglei I know little about East In-
@ians, never having hed eny contaet with them exc epting in such super-
ficizal and brief relationships as hiring them a2s truck drivers to trans-
port myself, Fiji assistants end eguipment from plaoce to place; and as
being served by them in their capacity as house servants in hotels, etc.,
gr 28 store keepers..But from personzl cgbservetion end discussion vith
white end pert-Fijien ("half-caste") residents, I learned these compara-
tively frzil people tend to drift eway from plantation life as we Inow
it here in Hawsii fo become sherp businessmen, artisans, and owners or
leasees of small (mostly unhygienic) d:.“@ies or pctches of cane. I gues-
tion whether such people can hopai ko as well as the husky, outdoor Fi-
jien or would be as esger to migrate to Hewaii for i== plantation wages.

73

: @rented that East Indisms mey sccomplish more (how mueh, T don't
¥now) then Bative Fijians on the plantztion by more intense application
and perhaps over-time, a personsl eguatien apparently exisits which makes
Tndizn importation to Hawaii objectionable if not sbsolutely impossible.
I dismissed this dynemite in my previous letter simply wivh the stete-
ment that their importetion "might easily cause us & headeche," On “Na
Titits" prompting, I reluctanily here give the reasons as I see them.

o

An incompatibility of’ temperament seems TO existd between Indions, on
the one hand, end Caucasians and pari-Fijisns on tHe other. (I did not
notice this attitude, however, toward the Indien by the kindiy Fijien of

| 3ndiluted blood.) In genmeral, these two groups despise the Indien; while
*he Indien fiercely hates the Englishman. We must remember that Fiji
fg a foreign country and not like the United States, at Teast not the
pert north of the Mason-Dixon Line where J:L;l Crow ca;;? arz ggggr%.‘;ycf
kopn, Fiji is essentially = haole country where our finest civilze
par‘c—Hawg.iian or part-Orientel Flood would receive no hearty welcome.
The Indien has dropped the caste system of his mother country end re-

~ gents being obliged to take & back seal actually in public yehicles agd
fizuratively in theaters, of being shoved to the baek door instesd of
being zuided to the front door of haole houses, cnd other similar cus-—
toms of ceste. It embitters :garticﬂar.y‘ the Fiji-bern Indism to be ?'b-
lized tomwork diligently at the gide perheaps of some young leckadaisieal
whipper-snapper of a carpet-bagging younger sonm oT remitte.nce_maniff- Hee .
cently come from "good old Tunnon" end receive far less in w%%ag__‘ wg‘gh -
because of the misfortune of possessing a perfectly nice darkis . er

; 2 + 3 for exemule, &t¢
i nstene raci tagonism came to my attention as, 10T € P e S
tns*croes of racigl antag Tndian heuse servent wonld be =

s notel on an outlying island where the - = = o
sﬁe;ely beeten by his mistress for a.ny‘lzud. t7 on his ph.z_-t 'vafathi:czgfs
resempled those of a frightened, whipped dog., During & m‘::z_w_ ‘];13.“31 it
fent in which sn Indian lost some blood, cultured, otherwise Xz g
cnsicns showed mo sign of pity;
7 L -
r\}n the other side of the ledger,
+heir heerts like the Ancieny Marine

e o +
gnd Indian taxd drivers spill ou A
r to & foreigmer, TY driver to Hande-
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e

uin angrily resented a recent sluggzing and ro £ of & dis

iver by & white soldier as =z racialﬁmaf‘.:er ratgg;n?hgn Eneﬁﬁ:gl;azﬁ
‘3; no real significence, In & half-empty public bus (therehéalledon*
¥, ),n‘lmo young, widepeweke Indisns honded me some "Saturdey Even-
-osts", asking if Iould like to look a2t them. As I thumbed ;hrough
2, I ceme across a secreted, inflammatory political irect discussi
_zelotionship between India ond Great Britain to the effect that ?g
ard 'gu:zon's words, "Administration snd expleoitation go Iag.mi 13; hs:r.’:td Ay
cered, I guickly returned everything. Last Hovember my Filipino assist-
ent, f‘ resident of Maul, finelly found lodgings with some Indien :"'.mj_.l:r
s hotels are practically limited to haole patrons. There he wes tbld by
a fellow lodger that an Indien uprising wes expected in December. It was
not on uncommon seying among white residents thet the Indians with their
high 'birth;:_;a‘be:will__eventually inherit Fiji. Fiji today is a2 medievel
powder kegeof racial hatreds with Indiens end Fijiens for politicel, and
many white'colonials for business reasons hoping their islands will"ne-
come part of our govermment similer to American Samoa or Hawaii. America
is congia_e;gaa__theirr:j;end and gives them a ray of hope.

I R N, B S _ =

The cbove are my observations or opinionms. Let me cuo gain
S“.!i.l.ambeu:t + A Yankee Doctor in Paradige" (pp. 126 - lﬁ?)?eya:blishreaam
tais year. Dr. Lemberti perhops resided about as long as "Na Vitil in Fiji
end so his findings should cerry much more weight fthan mine, He states:
nIn 1922 the Eest Indisns were spresding. Todey they sre spreading even
fagter until Fiji is threstened with becoming an ammex to Indie. The
isistic popnlation is rumning sbout neck-and-neck with the native, Someg
thing should'be dome asbout it, of course, bub whai? e » LI em teking no
sides. T only report thet the Indians are becoming conguerors by infil-
tration of an erchipelage where the native deserves his own land and
eustorsS. + = » No, I am not sgainst the experiment Vo bring back the -
Fest Indien, Only I wish they hadn't tried it on Fiji, whose mative
people I heve learned to love deeply.” You csn drew your own conclusion
Whethsr Lombert would prefer Indiems or Fijians in Hawail.

o fuH

I s L

e

L R e S T U et S . gy S AT I
T YO A RS T ST 8 W

4 oa g g om
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{3

%1% is pretty well sgreed that the importation of 5,000 Mainlend work-
ers for our plentations and an additional 1,000.for pick-gnd-shovel
taske om militery reservations wouldibe detrimentalsis-the Territory in
the long run, They would not remein in the jobs for which they ere need-
ed; ond we have no asuthority to shoo such citizens back to the Mainland
when inevitzble unemployment hits us after the present boem. The impor=-
tation of an sdditionsl 6,000 Filipines, & race of people wh:wne
so much good work for these islands, would similarly leave us ==== dif-
ficult to send back to' their homes. Furthermore, people on the Mainland
wao do notiknmew the many:fine qualities of the.Filipinoe, would Irown up-
on the impertation of these cdditional Orientals particularly during &
peripd of -strained relations with Japan. Actuelly no citizens meet our

Zequirements for temporary lsbor as they connot be returned to their
; 11. We are hence reduced to the importa-

origzinzl homes zgeinst their wi e ¢ =
+ion of eliens who, by contract, must lesve ot the end of! a stipulated

timsa,
(i .,
The imnerting of 6,000 Zolde

cns, would make us most unvo
;- growers to hav

n-skinned Orientals, particularly when
pular with the Mainlend. It would ?ery

bably eneble the beed e VWeshington legisls.@:g ag:.nns.t
sugar to such en extent that our American st;&;uwg ot ?6501%:-:3
it £ i . Tg attempt to introduce

ritory would suffer seriously. To & I ke 3

Indians, no metter how diligent they are
' n and. They a::'e not only classed s

g

S
Ha i

1w

mH

0

P aEloid o
=

w1 of disarprovel on the Mainl
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n. (Incidentally, it was on obsoure Fiji sesman wha introduced
ed version of "Aloha Oe"™ to his countrymen.) Fractically devoid
education according to our standsrds onéd almost withgu% ex-
ceztion penniless, this provision may have been o wise one. The Fijian in
oo meny cases would simply become sironded in a foreign lend. Euthith_

1y attitude is bound
it e f 4 € ted, roecinl child

i A ), lLan i T O s i e i el
fentieth Cenburyl I navd 3 Tebtel SaPors as® bifiF I maReio5idiTe, 12
h o Suva resident writes thot he "recently ot permission o take o
ijicn to the Solomon Islends" for exploratory work, iy own application
to have my Fiji collector and authority on folklore come to Hawaii to s
help me with my studies is now before the proper authorities and, acecord-
1o recent information, will probably be granted upon my posting of a
bond. With Fijians guaranteed jobs in Eawaii, the Colonial Government
will undoubtedly liberalize her emigration regunlztions to cooperate with
o friendly sister Paradise in the Pacific. I believe it simply necessary

to state omr need for: speedy fulfillment.

-

£

chonging world conditions, the old-foshioned fathe
o0 be digecorded. It is the tendeney to let the +al
, o

4
o

AL L dr L AL
b T wr i "

Hl=

= F ¥ # F F F B

’rIn conclusion, may I supplement "Ha Viti's" remarks concerning the
drinking of awa or one. The early American missionaries with their
stringent Blue Laws %orﬁiﬁding the drinking of awa simply tended to drive
the Hawaiifd vpopulation to/ drink. The British very wisely asllowed the
Fijien his beloved owe, o beverage now prepared in a cleenly way. I found
it refreshing, not umiike o mouth-wash, and rether harmless when not
tnlzen in excess. With our Pana-Fwe woods near Hilo able to supply al-
most unlimited supplies of this plent, I doubt that any zppreciable rum-
ber of Fiji immigrants would forseke their beloved notional drink for

the unfomiliar alcoholic brews served in Howaiil, '
Pro-riji end-Anti-Hindu-Tobor
Yaialua, Oabu
Oct., 24, 1941
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Degener on Fiji Lobor (photos for cuts)

¥o. 2., Fijioan spearing fish. (Stimson photo)

No. 3. Only school in the entire Savu Savu copra regi T )

. 2 2 o ra gio r heool
part-Fiji children. Its ome tencher is a 73 yeor cla Sgoigh §Z§f§esna
soap-meker suffering from elephentiasis. (Degener & Ordonez photo)

Jo, 4. Prepering yangona or awa, a rather ! nati
(st_i_%ion pends 5 e ns.rm}eas national drink,

§o. 5. A comparison in legs: Note bare, muscular legs of fine t F
e T ; 5 131
end puuty-w:ap?ed... stigzgf-like legs of high type Indian, (Caine ggtu}J -

Ho. 6. A typical Fijisn Holding his comb. Give him a heircut and he
mizht be easily misteken for a Hawaiian, (Commercial photo)

Ho. 7. Fiji laborers in the kouri lumber region. (Tegener & Ordonez photo)

Ho. 8. Fiji baby. DDegener & Ordonez photo)

No., 9., One of the meny young, industrious, talented Fijians, cnd his
parents, This youth, who became the writer's chief botanical assistant,
had been a road lzborer receiving a daily wege of 50 cents. (H.L.H.
Krouss phojo)

To. 10. A typical Fijian of the younger generation ayailable for field
wonl in Hawaii ot about 50 cents per day. This youth sang his own pe-
culiar version of "Aloha Qe”, accompanying himself on the guitar.
(X.L.E.Krauss photo)

Xo. 1l. The writer and his Filipino assistant with Fiji friends, (Degener

& Ordonez photo)
Wo. 12. Tobacco for sale. One of the 90,000 Hindus in Fiji. {I.IL.E.
¥rauss thoto) - ]

To. 13. Wnen thirsty in a Fiji jungle, just cut 2 foot length of the
¢limbing stem of the glant beon. Hold it overhead and let the clear
wotery juice quench your thirst. (Degener thoto)

THo. 14. Bu"ildi:ug the Fi.‘;i "gzrass" house. The roof consists of bamboo

poles to which Tnce-work of split bamboo: is +ied, Thateh is tied onto

this fourdation in very intricate way with ereepers. No nails used any-

vhsre. (Sti,lfscn photo)
‘gavd =3 P

Fo. 15. "Shingles” for the Fiji house. (stifson photo)

A fomily mey hove three houses: oxne

+he women,. Such 2n estoblishment
awoii, (Degener & Ordonez thoto)

To. 16, The Fiji house completed.
£or cooking, one for the men, one for ©
¢orresponds to a three-room nouse in H
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¥aialna, Oalm, T, H,
Hov. 4, 1941,

Dear Goverror Polndexter:

With you =0 buey I thought I would not pester
vou but handle the matter mymelf, I hit e smag amd Pollice Chief V, de -
 Carteret of Suve, to whom I alweys reported during my 7 months im Fiji,

aGvieces: TIL your Govermor Poindexter mends g nide little officicl leiter

to our Bir Herry Iuke, saying that hig enfant gaid Ctto Degemer wonted

to export from Fiji end import 4zto Hownil o yommg Fljlienm kusband and
. wife, sometling might occeur." I muderlined the pertinent statements fm - -
X ir. deCorteret’s letter whieh I Include here in confidemce Yo you. It is
guitc & prize in English expression, o rLanst =
==

Following Mr, deCarieret’s sugzgesticz I so-wisk you wonld.cut all =
- Fiji rod tope by simply asking Eis Excellemcy, Sir Hexry Iuke, Goverzor:

of P31, o permit Aloisio Tomduyelewsa, my former botamical cagigtawt, & -
& . %o leava Fili for the Howaiion Isiends, i p -

Sriefly, T don't vems o Fiji couple of 11l O botamized im Fiji for~
¥ momths, amassing o fmge collecition of plents for the Armold Arvereium .
and other Halnlend insiitutions. Iy best collector wes the 19 yeex .u_J:d :
wative Aloislo, son of = minister, who lived in an mcla-liec’. pers ol A_;lji
~ _ 3hnt hed wo wosds uriil three years ago. Ze is a xesl Fijian o ths Fi=:
“ ° Jjows owd, with o halrcub, looks like a typicel Newpiien, He is mob TR=
~ touth, having lived with o hadle uncle and hig ¥ijl wife for e yeer waer
531 with & Throken" back, Naturally, the youbh kmows ro betaxy { %a h-.ut-,..
$het) but he is stesped im majive lore and has even puilt four e tg{n‘g e
Fi3i zrass houses, Ee Xuows which Orecpers ."G_ﬁ?‘*’he.-éf’:““"f“@tif the =
house together exd whish. caxmot, how o oure them, cig, He natu aﬂziym 3
. gsn recognize my herberium specimens 28 ha-inomnea;;thsm- w;_.th. mo R
4ne Fijl Jungle snd tell me fhelr uses, Oihers rould herdly rew@i“ e
o e
iy - n s Fijl 0T e E . Lo S ;—::
:&mxwﬁm&". iy nesistont Jmousitha typeriesless nertivel,
5o that oy Hawaiimme still mew 100 yeors 850 bu ag:gﬁ = o=t
Tnis 1s-4he time to Tecord Piji lovs befors 15387800 IR - o
= g SR e R AT T USRS R AT A g : ~for the youihh
| I mailed Fi3L §1,000 for stemmez fare sad postizg of BEL O, o5 ger
~ The objecticus Yo my Fijlenle SoRRE U, Geloxisl Sesretaryls letie =t
here imclosed, He does mob need Americon citi:a::lgipég:g :‘2&3" L
puilt a zotive house or conos, end he G028 N0, or usder sone other
%o oome o Eovell, Ho ok 0Ono o9 VISIISE 1 coul2 4esch hin to resd
crtegory. I have alrealy oontact $ Fiji schools ue';_t_mrm sehools im

4

E

#

1

i

E AR
i | S 3 LRI

and write — he is 1o srally pright 'p'u.t
our semse cf the worile g :
hnpe they are BO .
The Fijians s> 211y n gromd vece of peodles Perhoy :
a’npe;?z:?%giauge:g ;Egequgnt Ermib:-.lim formerl; ¥illing off the laggesd
ond weeklings,
Sincerely¥s

; Lm‘!‘tv‘iﬁ;“:“‘i‘fﬂ'h-"f\u-{h‘u\-ﬁm.»-.n’ MN\AA~ e SR P il
IHistiiteine 1 rl )




SECRETARIAT FOR NATIVE AFFAIRS,

TN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE :

“
No. Suva s L’m!qzv_L__

'Q ‘-('__' '_e?;..wta 7~ ‘#‘“ é“‘"“‘""&‘ ¢%g _
.f - — TN I B e
i Sl _.myobquj&uf f_[ﬁﬁﬁfﬂﬁ%

b
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cen come to Hawail, If he needs money for village tax or otherw SCy jua-'.i

7 ¢ e and I will serd it to:you. _25 IS TEE 1NST™ FAWOUS FIJL BD"

ICA because of the many leit wro end w.l;cs 1% which T ._:"u‘::-_rn

' B DONT .:1:)':;15. And people in America Imow more shemt Aloigic-tecanse of
thz Tiji nlspte he fourd with me end the new kird of Fiji pient that he
2gund an [%ed for him than about anyone else in all Fiji, Alcisio is
more comolis in America:than eny other man living in Fiji, whether the
nen is o whiteman, a native or an Indian}

I nona you will tell Mr, Tolmson that you will let AZofsio esme 45
Zk'gg.::‘i. Without the boy whe collecied the plents with me when they '.:rera
€55 and living, howsesn I write a bhook ...bc"* ‘“m‘r He must 1-.511 na
their FLjL usesers: J1af e oy

" iy TR L =
I wontb: ﬁm&j}mnkmmfar my]d.nﬂnaasmta to Llcrisio and!nr=

“ Jownromnission'to let him come to Haweil, Whem I wes in Fiji Aloisis told

me ghaits hiﬁhief Ratu Kini, how he is a dista:r!: relative of *cu.. n.r.c‘.
that he .wnoiu&: you end:looked up to Fon, L S SIS

118 E At ‘.“—-"

a':c.csd'

~ MR Y 0L N,

It IO'pUSIII B WE 1 *oog - mx og ow‘"-z Ioo0d 03 34 q.c- oS naan
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20/
The Secretaoriat, Suve, Fiji Islonds,
g 20th Cetober, 1941,
In rezly please quote:
r.C,. DO/28%
Sizr,

¥ I am directed by the Governor %o aclmowledge the receint of Four
levter .of the 21st July, addressed to His Excellency, on the subject of
the issue of a.permit for the Fijion Vialusio to proceed to Hawaii.

o Wialusio is s5till single end has no present intemtion of "marrying.
Though he might be willing to go to Hawaii for one year only, he de-
finitely does not wish to acquire American citizenship and his own locel
chief is opposed to:the suggestion of his leaving Fiji.

(I don't care ifihe is American citizen or not. Vhet has that got to do
with hisg telling me:about Fiji customs? Recording his local chief being
opprosed to his leaying Fiji his parents in whose grass house I lived one
month have absolute confidence iz me and are eager to have him have this
opportunity.)-

In ony cose, the Tnited States Tepartment of State has, in a former
case, pointed out that any person found to have as rueh as half of blood
other than white or Africen is ineligible for American citizenship, and
+hat such person would not be issued with an immigration visa.

(G.S.Consunl Mr. W. Abbott when I was in Suva was resdy to grant him a
vise for Honolulu where Mr. Stirench would thexn pass on his case., I haove
conteeted Mr., Strenvh.)

o I would add thet Vialusio has no Inowledge of plants other thon the
lmovledge he acquired while working with you, and that his kmowledge of
Fijion customs is limited to the customs of his own small district.

(Ze is not expected to Xmow Boteny - that is my specialiy. fegerding to
his lmowledge of customs limited to his owvm village that'is what i

needl Of an isolated district without road until 3 years ago and hernce
not yet contaminated with haole ideas and customs like so meny other dis-
tricts in Fiji,)

"4, His Excellency regrets thot he is umable to see his way to euthor-

ize the issue of = permiti. .
I em,
Sir,
Your obedient servent,
Geo. T,.777 Tolmson

" Acting Colonizl Secretary.

Hunt Ir](-"‘-l.'.I 1tA FAr DAatani~cral MDA~ irmAantatinn
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Weialua, Oshu, T.H.
Decs 26, 1941,

Editor, The Star-Bulletin:
I pubmit the following as of possible interest:

EDIBLE PLANTS ABOUT US

b
Otto Eegener
Steff Nember, New York Botanieal Garden

One of the commonegt weeds of dry and molst pasiures, and of waste and
eultiveted fields is the thorny ameranth, It ls an erect anmnl with yel-
Lguinh een te dark red stem 1 ~ 4 £4, high, At each of its nodes or
Joints it is armed with sharp spines or thorms, The leaves are more or
lezs roundish and long-stemmed, The Tlowers are greem and are bormein
tassels at the ends of the stems, \

$his omaranth is one of the most tasty of pinach substitntesn., The
leaves, and the young flowerlese tops as yet spineless, are simnly boiled
end seasoned to taste.

The thorany smersnth hos numerpus close relatives, some of these pro=-
bably to be found growing with i1t in the same fleld, They oxe very similar,
8ifTering mainly in lacking spines, One of these is the so=-called hybrid
ameranth, It salsc ie edible but mot quite sp tasty. A more distent rela=
tive of the amaranth is the Joyweed or altermanthera grown in its varie-
gated yellow end green, or red and green, forms a8s clcaelg clipped borders
for m;:r fﬁm&r beds. The young leaves of thie plant likewise can he cocked
a8 spinsch,

Although the amaranth is an anmuel, do not destroy it when taking its

lenves young shoots for fool, Lut the plent to sbout 4 to & inches
from the ground and let it grow s new cluster of leaves for o later harvest,

Yours sinecrely,

r‘-\\
//// (2l

=

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Falalus, Oahm, T.H,
Deec. 27, 1941,

e ———————

ﬁutw Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
onolulu, T. H,

legar Gir:

I submit the following rs of pospible interest To your rezders
8t this time:

EDIBLE YTANTS ABOUT US

vy
Otto Pegener, XM.S.
Steff Xember, New York Eotanical CGardem

Tordslde plants, you probably have 2- or JF-pronged, black, ncedle=
tiokers holding on to your clothing. These are the seeds of the —
‘Spanish Negedle or Ee 8 Tickse, called Bideneg pilosa by botenisto. Thil
weed grows practic sverywhere excepting In dense shade. 14 ig too
%omo::. to reguire = deseription, The aceompenying tllustretion is s sood
ikeness,

Ihe tender, y shoote end lesves of the Spanish loedle furnish a
pelatable pothord, Boll them once and @iscard the resulting yellowish
Water. Poll a gecond time with fresh water, drain thoroughly and penson
with salt, p end butier before serving. I have been eeting a mess of
Spanish Needle‘greens s nsubetitute for epinsch off and on during the
last menth end enjoy the dish, Try it.

I£ you have teker a short cut across eny vacant eity lot or brushed
nﬁm!{.
GO

Yours sincerely,
!f‘-\

g7/ /. l o -\_.‘;,_,-‘2 I
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Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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