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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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EARL EDWARD SHERFF

Chicago Teachers College
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE

Chicago, Illinois, April 4th, 1840
Mr. Otto Degener, J
. Walalua, Oahu, Hawaiil Terr,

Dear Mr. Degener:- i
Your letter with samples came and T at once closed the
matter up with the company that prints our labels for the Teachers Col-
lege. This firm i§ very reliable. Mr. McArdle, the owner, finally sent me
guotations and samples. I do not recommend of course the Kotolith stock
as 1t is wood pulp. You will note that you can get 40000 labels for
$29.00 plus parcels post charge of $6.42 to be added to bill, Mr. McArdle
assures me Separately by phone that he means exactly the same price for
either stock (the Voucher Bond is lighter welght hence costs the same) .
I send his letter with the samples herewith.

I was attacked with & serious spell of gall-bladder trouble
a few weeks ago and could barely keep up with my teaching, let zlone
doing any research. I had to drop everything. I therefore never got around
to make any drawings as you requested. I fear that you will need to
have your own man do the sketching if you are to get into print within
a reasonably short time, Most of my time outside of school hours is spent
at the doctor!'s office or in bed.

I am saving up your cards and letters and later on shall try to
answer them but for the present am really out of circulation. It will
be possibly two or three months before I can do much outside work again,
assuming that I recover zll right (and there seems no reason why I should
not). Till then I trust that you will have patience and I certainly hope
that your own health holds up well.

With all good wishes, I am, as ever,

Yours very truly,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Wiaialua, Oclu,
April 28, 140,

Daer Ixr. Wﬂni

Teaterday's coltversation about ferne bosres me - am i Tiofw
sibly wrong with the englesed E. hirdun var. mloanc? I am not ¢uite Bure.
I wmld eclate the Sorrectlion of auy uistekes. I have a out o go with
the description, and wonld likxe to gZo to precs.

It jnst ccourred to me thet 12 you had net rlavmed pudlishing oo your
fern penesrchen yourself, you might lot me print thet perd of your mos,
Loy whlch I have dra ayalledle - in & way, Juat ervumbs from your
tables I am not interssted in grapbing undgserved credit, tnt on eager
to soe the Flora grow more rapidly, 1 would print ot my erperne and conside
er the pages your ceniribuiioaz, 3

inceraly,

"Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
ARNOLD ARBORETUM, JAMAICA PLATN, MASS,, U.5.4,

Armald Arboretum, Jomaica Plain, Mass, Farlow Herbarium and Library, Combridge, Mass,
Atkins Institution of the Arnold Arboretum, Gray Herbarium, Combridge, Mass,

Soledad, Cienfuegas, Cuba Harvard Forest, Petersham, Mass.
Botanical Garden, Cambridge, Mass. The Marin Moors Cabot Foundation for

Botanical Museum, Cambridge, Mass. Botuoical Ressarch
Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, Mass.

May 23,1940

Dear Mr.Degener:

You will see by the enclosure that the package of
plants you recently sent came through OK. This time I snitched the
stemps for return to you; the last time some one beat me to it
in the snitching game.

* Sorry to learn that the Folynesian trip was off;
bit conditions being what they are in the world,I suppose that this
meens that many hoped for plans cannot be consummated.

Mrs.Clemens has departed from New Guinea for the
FPhilippines ( May 9),and the Anne Archbold Expedition that Fairchild
is with has left the Moluccas and returned to the Philippines.

Very t u

. erril

Hunt Insti



P.0.Hox 993
% Hilo, T.H. '
© June 16, 1940

Dear Mr. Degener,

When I returned from & session at the Girl Scout camp I found your
most intereating letter waiting for me. I am glad the things I sent you
| proved to be of some value but am sorry they were not better specimens.

| Bome time leter, I am not sure when, for my mother is coming from

[ Californis in July to visit us and I am mot certain how much she will be
eble to do or let us do (she is seventy) I will mske & 4rip into Makahanalca
and see if I can get you bester specimems of the size you desire.

*I do not know how many plants of S.macrantha(?) there are up there and
would not want to take much from each plant lest I injure the plant, but I
will get you some sprays. If there are seeds on the plants then I will
plant some in nearby likely looking places. The specimen sprays, of course,
would be sent with seeds. I wouldn't want this plant to suffer the fate
of the "redwood orchid" of my childhood.

This orchid, one of the raree Cypripediums, grew in several places
near our home in the Sente Cruz mountains. We youngsters showed some to
sn enthusiastic but unscrupudous florist who had some knowledgze of lecal
botany and he encourasged us to show him others. He stripped the country
of them, taking roots and everything, He got himself a big splurge in the
_pepers and sold the plents for all he could get. He stripped our gulch of
ferns of economic value and Véncouverias,too, but they at least throve in
\ gardens. You csn still buy them from nursergy-men.

The orchid, though, grew only where & certsin mold grew emong the de-
caying needles and other mixed lssves at the edge of certein redwood groves,
T doubt if any throve in private gardens. So that section of Cslifornis et
least lost one of its rarest snd daintiest wildflowers. 1 hope the plant
grew elsewhere than in our mountei ns. If not it is probably gone forever.
'S0 don't expeet me to be party agein to any such tricks. Of courss scme
of the specimens of the orchid probebly found there way into herbariums, but
whatiwizened thing the dried specimen would be compared with the living.

Another placg I want to investigste further is the Padﬁnu-ﬁhanugaha
District. MNecree wrbote of this section over a hundred yeafs agc that he
botanized there without success, He did not go far enough. The genersl
run of -the country is puhala-lantana scrub, mostly dry and rocky. But
the eeved-in lava tubes are little oases and support an estonishing variety
of ferns, vines, reeds and other plants. One of the ferns particularly
ceught Ethel Tomoguchi's eye, & large one with wavy droopy fronds, probably
a Pteris. We had no rope and didn't dare climb in without one. Besides we
hed & group of girls with us and they do enough foolhsrdy thingzs without us

getting a bad example.

When I can I'11 get things for you. Credit for findiuvg the S.macrantha(?)
should go to Ethel Tomoguchl, mot to me, for it wss she who found it.

. . Sincerely yours,

oo s fotlire

Hunt |
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