Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
5th Floor, Hunt Library

Carnegie Mellon University

4909 Frew Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3890

Telephone: 412-268-2434

Email: huntinst@andrew.cmu.edu

Web site: www.huntbotanical.org

The Hunt Institute is committed to making its collections accessible for research. We are pleased
to offer this digitized item.

Usage guidelines
We have provided this low-resolution, digitized version for research purposes. To inquire about
publishing any images from this item, please contact the Institute.

Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.



Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Y21/ 52

Portrait of Fiji
And of a Personality

NATURALIST'S SOUTH PACIFIC EX.
PEDITION. FUI. Otto Degener. 303
pages, illustrations, maps, index. Pub

c the autkor, P.O. Bax 187,
Waialua, Oahu, T.H. 1943, 335 Also
available from the New York Hotani.
sc:l Eavrdm. Bronx Park, New York

Otto Degener has a niche in botanical
history for giving his name to the Deg-
eneriaceae, the genus Degeneria, and
numerous little “degeneri's” as specific
names. He now has another niche: as
the author of this volume, which r

e ——— —

give us an exciting picture of the islands
of today.

e book is written with a complete
lack of that “diplomacy” that often col-
ors the words of professional lecturers

his explorations while with the Anne
Archbold expedition on the motorized junk
Cheng-Ho* Here is a book to take its
place beside the classics of the 19th cen-
tury traveling naturalists, thoroughly
modern, yet in an established style and
tradition that has a parallel in such com-

sitions as Prokofiev’s “Classical Sym-
phony.”

The author has a rare trait of chm;:i
his native friends with discernment,
of gaining their affection with their con-
fidence—a task difficult in a land where
the race problem is no better (or worse)
than in our own lynch-conseious southern
towns, As a result, this delightiul ac-
count of his wanderings about e islands,
filled with the human side of his exper-
iences vet presented with the impartiality
of a scie ge‘mma inutely detailed
description of yangona drinking, with
clocked notations, some at one-half min-
ute intervals during the ceremany), all

*Parts of the book sriginally in the

Soiiemner na Ociober 1947

and lers and others secking to climb
success’s ladder, and the narrative is
backed by supporting chapters on the his-
tory of Fiji and its customs. When today
has gone, the volume will serve the eth-
nologists of the future for its basic data
of this age.

“Portrait of Otto Degener” might well
be the subtitle of this unusual which
is all the more pleasing since the picture
appears lanned an iously
drawn. A hundred little I.Mtdﬂt:;,’d some

| ¥ to h If, and the
absence of sug stories as mny"ml#:‘n
use to prime their pousness, all have
their cumulative eﬂ‘::.“ As one closes the
book, one knows not only Fiji, but alsa
Otto Degener the man—so sage and
kindly that one wishes more of his kind
would tread the earth.

Fraxx E. Ectes,
Aton Forest, Norfolk, Conn.

Reprineed [rom the
Journal of the New York Botawical Gardew,
November 1949. Vol. 50, No. 395,
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Lieber Herr Ur !

Als iell nsulicn sinen Vortrag tiber meine Heise in die Lanies und Pays
basque hielt ,ksm ich wieder eimusl wit Dr Jachegger zusoumen,der mir
Ihren briel zu lesen gab.Sie haben die tiberall ,aber bei der Cliguen
wirtschait mur zu versiandliche Publikationsschwierigkeit.lch leide ‘seibe
darsn.lapel 1ist Ihr Buch noch nicnt eimud]l ein sireng wissensehafi]liches

sondern sucn fur anders Leute von luteresse.las cedt iumsr folsendser
sassencder Varlager sslber ist und will mebr oder minder ein Gsschufts
mesny ssin.lr mutet sich fast nie zu ein Buch beurteilsn gz kinven Pasa
halt er wich  Fachlsube™ pnd diese ssnden anlche an ikre Slmggln' und ,

Cligusngenogsen. Zumeist sind letzlers gamz undmldssm und lassen mur
Arbeiten ihrer SchulervVettern Bassn und sonstigen Gimstlinge ﬂruckcn.
Es ist eins veriluchte Wirfschaff.Man kamn sich dariiber toll argern,
ich habs nun selber gur keine Beziehungen zu den massgebenden Stulltn. :
Herter inm Bern ist amm wie eine Kirchemmsus und druckt gar nlcht mehr. Y
Unser hiesizer Verein hat ein Gremium an uer Spitze,das giniges ‘f&rﬁtw
hat.Ein ermer Verlag ,dsr ab und zu druckt ware vielleicht Dr Flminm
hugsburg Klinkerberg.Er ist ein Vilkerkundler und hat fiir solche Dinge \.
Interesse,nur mangelt ihm Geld.Manchesmal hat er sber Moglichkeiten
zur Pablikation, Ich wirde Ihnen raten,an ihn wnter Berufung auf mich
zZu schreiben.Vielleient kamn ich Ihmen helfen.Wir Uberlegen uns al_lhtz‘ |
wie wir zum Drucken komwsn,jedoch sind das ganz zndere Gebiste und An
derungen, A
Wie mir msin Freund Dr Hoas Munchen mitteilt, existiert in Minchen sine 1
Rotafixbruekerei der Universzitat ,in der m.m 100Ezenplare so drucken
kann,dass die Seite muf 5DM komut.Dann hat msn den Vorteil,dass man ?ml
keinem der . Hedakteure, abhangiz ist,die meist nicht zu viel vurs’f.‘lh&;dﬁ._ ﬂ'
aber desto mehr schikanieren.Ich gohe selber mit dem Gedanken um eine j

kleinere Arbeit so drucken zu lassen.Das ewige Herumbetteln wm selno
guten Arbe ten -&drgert jeden.Warum sinddwir nicht irgend einer Clique

[

andere fir sich arbeiten.leam nennt man diesen Schwindel .
Ich schaune gerads jetzt in eine Berufung =n eine hohers Stelle hinein 'f
und da kann men das Bruchen vekomuen,wenn man dieses Getriebe btobaehtm
-kmé.uegenwanlg komne dieh nieht zuw Besrbeiten von Stousta.lch miss

bei der Arveit meinez Sohnes mithelien,dawmit er such fertiz wird.Die Jutlg
gen Leute werden durch die russische Kriegagefsngenschafi ,den Krieg und
die Smdnmacnlkanen leyte dt big sie leriig werden. Ef ist nun ateh
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jnich will, in the first ihstance, hav
eeenmmie value and interest,

May I take this opportunity to send
greatings your wife and yourself from us all,

anre sincerely, |

- i

ffin

Deputy Director of Agriculture.,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Berlin - West,den 12.Februar 1954.
Liebe Irma!

Unsere Neujahrsgriisse wirst Du ja wohl bekommen haben
und ich hoffe,sie haben Dich bei bestem Woglbefinden erreicht. Inzwischen
kamen Deine lieben beiden Pakete an Lilo und mich an und wir m&chten Dir
_dafiir recht herzlich danken.Du hast uns damit wieder eine grosse Freude
bereitet.Die offizielle Bestdtigung iiber den Empfang der Pakete haben
wir gleich an die Hamburger Firma gesandt. Unseren persidnlichen Dank
sende ich erst heute,da ich mich fiir einen Tag in Westberlin bei Fami-
lie Schauer aufhalte und von hier asus doch freier und ungezwungener
schreiben kann,als aus unserem Paradies. Wir haben das neue Jahr in
Leipzig in engem Freundeskreis recht nett und gemiitlich angetreten und

# uns von ihm sehr viel erhofft. Leider sieht die Berliner Konferenz bis
jetzt ja sehr betriiblich aus.Aber wir wollen die Hoffnung noch nicht

- sinken lassen,solange die"grossen Vier"™ noch beiefnander sitzen und
beraten. Von Isa und Otto wirst Du wohl erfahren haben,daB wir uns
leider in Freiburg nicht gesehen haben,obwohl wir im Oktober einen
Tag dort gewesen sind,allerdings ohn zu ahnen,daB beide auch dort sind.
als wir von.unserer Reise aus Westdeutschland zuriickkamen,fanden wir
von Otto einen Brief vor aus Freiburg,dem wir entnahmen,daB sie beide
schon in Freiburg gewesen sind,als wir auch dort waren. Wir waren zuerst
in Stuttgart zum Rontgenologenkongress gewesen und anschliessend bei
meinem Freund Dr. Wilhelm in Schwenningen,der mit uns in seinem Auto

einen Tag nach Freiburg gefahren ist.Wir haben es sehr bedauert,daB wir

Hunt



Isa und Otto somit nicht noch einmal gesehen haben. Sind sie noch bei
Dir in New-Jork oder schon nach Hawai abgereist? Otto schrieb uns
kurz vor ihrere Abreise aus Deutschland,daB sie iiber Weihnachten bei
Dir sein wiirden und im Februar nach Hawai gehen wollten.

Uns geht es gesundheitlich gut. Lilo und ich arbeiten fleissig im
Institut und wir wiirden recht gliicklich und zufrieden sein,wenn end-
lich einmal der politische Druck und die Ungewissheit von uns genommen
werden wiirden.,die immer unertridglicher werden. Lutz hat in diesem
Winter sich intensiv mit dem Schlittschuhlaufen befasst,was ihm ver-
hidltnissmissig leicht fAll%,da er ja.schon lange Rollschuh liuft, Auch
ich habe nach vielen Jahren wieder die Schlittschuhe hervorgeholt,um
mit melnem Sohn gemeinsam auf dem Eis zu fahren. Das erste Mal war es
fiir mich etwas ungewohnt,aber dann bin ich ich sehr rasch wieder hinein-
gekommen.Es ist eine gute und gesunde Ausspannung bei meinem Beruf.

Familie Schauer geht.es lelder garnicht gut. Sie hatten ia schon
die letzten Jahre mit sehr viel wirtschaftlichen Schwierigkeiten zu
kémpfen.Jetzt sind sie aber den krisenhaften Witschaftsberhdltnissen
in Westberlin v6llig zum Opfer gefallen.Sie haben Konkurs anmelden
miissen und ihre wertvollen Maschinen sind fiir einen Spottpreis weg-
genommen worden. Sie verzagen aber nicht und wollen versuchen;sich
eine neue,kleine bescheidenen Existenz wieder aufzubauen. Ich fiirchte
das wird sehr schwer werden.

Sonst gibt es nichts Besonderes zu berichten. Bitte griisse
Isa und Otto recht herzlich von uns.
1 Dir selbst senden die allerherzlichsten Griisse

vt T e Fo7 Lt
A 2k

-
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i report in view of the various occupations which have
taken & lerge pert of your attention during the past
year.

I also wish to acknowledge your letter written
at the Grand Canyon. It is the only natural object
which exceeded my expectations. I think 1t is so nice
that you could take this trip and give your wife an
opportunity to see somethinz of the variety and extent
of this country before isvleting yourselves in Hawail.
I am especially plegsed that you were able to see Ur.
and Mrs. Seaver but regret that you were not able to
include Coconut Grove snd the Fairchild Tropical Garden
on your tour.

I quite agree with you that it is extremely
difficult to writs while you ares treveling and sight-
seelng. T think you can do a much mora satisfactory
Job with less wear end tear 1f you welt until you are
settled in your own home, I hope that nothing comparabla
to your earlier experience will occur with the new
article.

With kind regards snd best wishes from all of

us,
Sincerely yours,
¥William J. Robbins

aw Divector

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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" February 18, 1954
Mr. Otto Degensr
Waislus
Oshu, Hawaii
Desr Otto: |
Just a note to scknowledge your raport dated |
February 14th. I reslly did not expect you to make
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THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
Bronx PARK
NEW YORK 58 N. Y.

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD VICEPRESIDENT

JOSEPH R. SWAN
PAEBIDENT

CHARLES 8. HARDING
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FREDERICK 5. MOSELEY Jm.

R. GORDON WASSON

February 18, 1854

Mrs. Otto Degener
Waislua
Oshu, Hawailil

Dear Isa:

How nice of you to write us the 1B tter from
the Grend Cenyon. T am shocked that Otto would not
let you go to the bottom of the Grand Canyon. I
think, if he looked up the record, he would find that
no mule has failed to come back from the bottom to
the top.

Don't worry ebout your housss in Hawaii. You
don't need any house there anyway - a Navaje rug on
the beach is really all thet is reguired.

I think it is particularly nice that you had

TREASURES.

DinEcToR

WILLIAM J. ROBBINS

the opportunity to sse something of thils country before
you settled down in the Tslands. My offer of & labora-

tory still stands so if you find taxonomy too boring
and Haweil too pemceful, prevail on Otto to come back
to New York and bring you with him.

Mrs. Robbins joins me iIn sending you our
kindest and best regsrds,

Sincerely yours,

William J. Robbins
ew Dirsctor
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII
HONOLULU 14
TERRITORY OF HAWAI
HAWAL MARINE LABORATORY April 6, 1954
Otto Degener

Mokuleia Beach
Waialua, Oahu

Dear Mr. Degener:

It was nice to hear from you again and to learn that you are still
interested in "hermits". You will recall that shortly after my paper on
Dardanus asper came oub you wrote me about the taxonomy of the group and,
if T rec correctly, you mentioned your collection at that time,

I have heard Dr. Hiatt say that he has your collection but I have
never seen it and know nothing of its whereabouts. I have never heard
him say anytring about a manuscript or drawings. At present he is in
Washington, D. C. or I would have turned your letter over to him. I do
not know what he intends to do with your collection but were I you, I
should ask him. I do know that someone in his course is working up
the local "hermits™ as a special project.

Again I can only say that I wish someone would straighten out
this group for Hawaii, As you will recall my primary interest lies in
the development of the spermatophore; to me, taxonomy is only second-
arily important.

If you wish I could speak to Dr. Gosline, our new chairman, about
your collection or you could put it off until Dr. Hiatt returns.

Yours sincerely,
i rros T \wm&i

Dr. Donald C. Matthews

DCM: smt

- Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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15 Everett Streset
Cambridge 38, Mass,

April 30, 1954
Dear Otto:

I just answered a letter from Alvin Chock in which he
said he saw you two in New York and that he heard from you
last week. I had no idea whiere you were. The enclosed
Christmas card was returned months ago, s&nd for all I knew
you mere on the Dalmatian coast or in New Guinea,

Merllyn has been reading your Fiji book in what 1little
spare time she hes, and judging from the chuckles I hear
every now and then, she 1s enjoying it. She has a full-times
job as a stenographer at MIT, and besides that and doing tre
cooking, laundry, and the like, she 1s taking an extension
course in botany at Harvard on Saburdays. So now I am
esked to explain why Potentilla is not in the Ranunculaceas,
and I must say it seems like a feir-enough question.

I am in the process of winding up my last two courses
ever. In & month I will have my general orals, and if all
goes well, we will be off to Cubgagain to finish up that
project. It should be perfectly stralght_forward. Plans
after that are to try to get a permanent job someplace in
the mountainous troplcs or subtropics where there is
enough of the native flor;?nd vegetation left to play with
on weekends. Looking back, I realize that my time in Hawail
was the happiest I have yet spent, and I'd 1ikd to do more
of the sames a$rt ofthing. The trouble 1s, how does one
make a livingf And the answer sesms to be, doing something
useful like agriculture or forestry. So if I have to
prostitute myself to the extent of doing corn or cane breeding
during the week so that . can enjoy my weekends, I am willing
to do it. I don8T want to continue in this wretched city
and climate ang longer than I can help, and I don't 1like
expeditions befause they are such a rush and one oulx skims
the surface. I don't know where we will go, but don't be
surprised if I end up working on a coffecplantation.

Merilyn, of course, spent five winters in Cuba and speaks
excellent Spanish. She was brought up in a small town

where her father did a good deal of farming, so that it's

not surprising that the city gets on her nerves too. She '
is an H.F. Clay-type extravert and is happlest when thers

is some one around to talk with.

My mother just returned from an automoblle trip through
Central America, which apparently she enjoyed very much.

Dr. Rollins told ime he excepts Dr. St. John to some
through in June, on his way to the Botanical Congress.

Tha bt s s PUfU D Gony i forirttig

/mé, M*'M/
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
ANN ARBOR
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

May 12, 1954
Dear Otto and Isa: i .

I got your April 19 letter a week ago, ‘The photos are
now in the hands of H,H,B, If I get a chance to do it, I
might -take some photos of your photos - that will be done if
I have the time, then you need not worry about the handling
of the photos, we will see about that later,

Regarding the Kauai material: I have not had to time
to do anything more with them since I left the islands, All
of the specimens are at the Kokee Natural History museum, If
should care to look them over at Kokee, you're welcome to do
80, Unfortune#ély, esbout 1/3 of them (the best specimens)
caught on fire, so guite a bit was lost, Did not get a chance
to collect as much as I wanted to due to certain difficulties,
I also had to identify the things there and then, so that
killed more of my time, If you think that anything is worth

- doing, when and if you get over there, let me know, then

maybe we can get something going, Right now I have too
many irons in the fire, and can't get much done, I have all
the data here, and must send them a copy of my list of
specimens and localities, and also the “botanist's report,*

Got & letter from Bill watBhway, He's going to Cuba
this summer, I had written him to tell him that you were
back, and inquired about pietures of Drypetes, since I'm
thinking of publishing a paper on the wood anatomy, If
you should have some decent specimens (herbarium), send
them; &t least that would get your name in print and maybe
by saying "Dr, Otto Degener, author of "Flora Hawaiiensis,®
sent specimens, , ,™ that could help you out, I doubt if
I'1]l have time to do anything on it until the fall, I have
e couple of slides of the wood, and asked Tuthill to send
me the wood specimens that I loaned him so that I could have
more sections made,

The Sophorareprint is now in the hands of the editors,
having been there a month and a half now, It should get into
print by the end of the year, I have examined some of your
specimens that were sent via Sherff via the Chicago Museum,
Things got bawled up and they took a hell of a long time to
get here,

I wish I could wangle some cash, Otto - you know my
damned situation here, I'm living, but not the way I should
be - end I don't mean wine, women, et cetera, either!

I've got a summer job at Glacier National Park, as
Ranger-Naturalist, My address there will be (after June 15);
¢/0 Naturelist Division
Glacier Fational Park

West Glacier, Montana

1ICIILCALIVIL T



My tour of duty starte on the 21st of June, and I'1ll be
there until Labor Day. Then, back to Ann Arbor if I can

manage to wangle some cash somewhere, and somehow, Maybe
I'll find & wife to support meg

H,E,B, ‘saye that he will give you some free advertising,
and I supplied some material for him to yak about you, If
you have more, send it, No telling when the thing will be
in print - you know how he is, He's a wonderful person, tho,
Uncle Harley also said that he got letters from E, D, Merrill,
and it seems that E.,D,, with numerous strokes, and everything,
is now on his death bed, although he goes to the lab at
Arnold Arboretum every day, but gets nothing ‘done, Uncle
Harley just got back from the Eaet where he gave some talks
to the American Philosophical Bociety,

Mahalo nui loa no kou kokua -
Merrie Stacey was telling me (in a letter, of course)
that ehe saw you and your wife at the Museum -

Pau, must go to Uncle Harley's class in a few minutes,

Aloha,

e
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Riksmuseum, Stockholm, June 1, 1954

Dr. Otto Degener,
Waielua, Oshu, T.H.
Dear Degener:-

You are getting tired of walting for mews of the spec-
imens of several nasty genera sent me some years ago. On your
reguest I sent you back Wikstrdemia to Berlin, where I hope
you got the bundle. I told you that I had retained a specimen
of perhaps most forms for further study. The reason why I have
been 50 slow is the following. The Verleger (there is no corr-
ect or adequate word in Engiibh) of the Nat, History of dJuan
Fernandez lost patience and told me that if I did not get that
series oomplete}pnetty soon, he would have nothing more to do

with it. So I was forced to do my best. From June to §etober

#1952 I 'orkeﬁ éh thé plant communities and got out a paper in

195%;then i wri%éjﬁhe Geographioal Sketch, printed this year,
and now only a coéeludﬁng ﬁiﬁer is wanting, which I shall finish
this fall, It came to 2 standstill some little time ago, so I
took the chance to go over Eqrt of your plants, Gahnia, Astelis
Yaccinium and several more;‘and named them the best I could.

As a rule a duplicate was available, and if of use here, retain-

ed, Of Astelia I have laid aside 2 nos, of which there are no

'dnpilcates, for further study. They will be returned to you.

Pipturus will come next.
Kind regards, and compliments to Mrs. Degenmer.
incerely

Fllpttaboly | >
0w
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JOHN E. REED
CANONSHURG, PENNSYLVANIA
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UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
SEATTLE 5
August 15, 195k

Dr. Utto Degener

Curator, New York Botanical Gardens
Bronx Park

New York, New York

Dear Dr., Degener:

Your name has been given me by a member of the botanical
department here at The University of Washington. I inguired
of them if it were possible for them to put me in touch with
someone who might be interssted in examining plants which T
have brought back from the Falauy Islands. During last winter
and spring I was in that island group doing archaeological ex-
ploration and a certsin amount of excavation. As an aspect of
my survey I made moderately thorough botanical collections from
differing archaeological areas, ‘here is, for example, a series
of plants from high terraces, another series from a jungle covered
site, and so on. I also attempted to collect plants that were
used for particular purposes.

I imagine that I have about fifty of sixty plant specimens.
I am not, of course, a trained botanical collector and as a
consequence you may find that some of my specimens are not as
well collected as they might have been. I did, however, take
pains and trouble with the collection and I hope that it will be
moderately easy to handle, I am rather doubtful that there are
any plants there that would cause anyone, who knows the area,
any great difficulty. I have the plants segregated as to areas
whence they came and in general have the native name on each plant
paper: I of course wish to have the scientific name and the common
English name if there is one, I am not anxious to keep the plants
here but wonld appreciate having them returned if the individual who
jdentifies them or his institution do not care to keep them.

T hope that you will be able to look at these for me or can
give me the name of someone who would be interested in doing so.

A=

Douglas (sborne, Curator of snthropology
Washington State Museum

J% :
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217 HAVEN AVENUE
NEW YORE 33, N. Y.

, Aug, 17, 1954
Uear Otto & Isa -

I was delighted to have your card. I had thought
i might get a letter off to ybu from Paris a nonth ago, but taking

‘time to virite while sightsecing proved we impogsible as finding tine

amld the work I had to do before I could conseientliously leave the
office for a month. It was not until jMay that 1 got the sssistant
that T had been msking for slnce last November. And the man I wanted
walted =1l that time to set the job! Isanwhile I kept him busy as

2 reader and edlitor of maanuscripts, so that when he finally became

a menber of the staff, he had already had his training ln advance.

Up to the time he arrived I was so overwhelmed with work that I pardly
had a minute to-myself. It has taken some time to ¥et back to a state
of "mormaley" - which never existed, anyway; but for the first tinme
I now begin o see hopes of lesding a reasonable sort of 1ife, with a
pleasant (though crowded) working day and at least an occasional free
svenlng. (Zditoms, of course, are always readlng manuscrlpts on the
glde; but that 1s part of the fun of the profession.) From now on I
even hope to treat my friends as frisnds deserve to be treated. 5o
1'm starting out by writing a lstter to you.

I did not, however, intend to devete the first hilf
rage to myself. I wanted, first of all, to say how hapvpy I an that
11fe seems to pe so delightful to both of you. Your invitatiom, Isa,
for us tc come and see you ie most tempting. Don't be too survrised
%o see us someday ... bub, on the other hand, don't look for ue %oo
soon. Quy wishes will be there long bsfore we can follow them.

Golnz to Paris this summer was a rank extravsgance;
out it was well worth it. I managsd tu get two extra weeks vacatlon,
giving me a wonth 1np =2l1l, on the excuse of golng to the Botanicael Con-
gress. ¥y mother went along too. (4After a short hospital seseion in
Harch she became & new person, a2nd le& now beiter than she has been For
seversl years.) We stayed only in Paris, flying both mays, soc we had
time to get fzirly well acquainted wlth the city. There was good en-
tertalnment along wlth the meetings, and, & always 4t such seaslions,
opportunity to renew old acqualniances and cement thsm ag well as to
meet new veople from 211 over the world. I manag=d to get delizht-
fully well aggquainted with Ramsbottom (whose book on mushrooms we ara

handling); wet some Awmerlean botaniste I had only krown by name before;

talked with some intersstine women from India and Turkey, and with men

from many other countries. ray Fosberg was there, and seemed tc-be the

leader of & good number of the sessiona, even though he didn't know until
! -

the wery laet wminute whether or not he could go. He 1i& not back yet.

Igsa, what can you tell me about Pr. Gams? He was taking
part im meetings of widely different subjecte, and seemed to bs prominent

in each. T was sunposed to mest hlm one day, but he did net arrive when

sxnected. I have nesrd varylng reporte on lidm, and I am curious ag to
Els actual standing among esclentists,
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¥ = dios Now tliat we are back in llew York, we are ;wanding our usual
week-ends at Hemlock Ridge. I do Vl«u you had been able to 2o up there
Wwith us before you left., T must adwlt that =t times T still fesal vary
lonely there; but you, Otto, know how beautiful the place is. I really
love it, =nd if I keep sufficliently busy = slways with wmore to do than
I Qan poBsibly met doné - I find that I am better off. Especially for
Is8a's benefit I am encloslng & small enapshot of our house; and Af I
can find ope of the lake I'Il put. that one in too. (Borry, no luck.)
(¥ou ean %ell. her about U, Otbos]

. Tomorrow will not be 26 good a day unless I gtop wiiting
befors fomerrow comes - and it s not far away.

¥y mothepr sends her affectionate srestings to both of you,

as I B0, t00., e need anather word in the language £ corresnond 1o
Aloba, bui, Jlacking it, I'11 borrow it, and say Alsha to you,

A8 ever,
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WERSIDAD! DE usuog Lisboa,2lst-September 1954
FACULDADE GF CiENCIAS
e e Dear Dr QOtfo Degener
1 thank you for your kindness to send me Hawaiian li-
_ chens and also for your post card. The lichens arrived re-
cently in good condition. As soon as my work on other ma-
tters permit it I will do my best to name them.
Unfortunatelgr I do not know no good method to remove
lichens from rocks.One must use chisel and hammer remo-
|.3 ving also the 'underlying rock as thin as possible.

Sincerel;r
@/ >

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

Sept. 3, 1954
Dear Y%to:

Thanks for your long letter of July 14, which I found here upon
returning recently from a few weeks in Massachusetts. I spent thres
wesks working in the new building at Harvamd, and another wesk of vacation
at Leverstt, near your old alma mater, The Harvard collections are
certainly well housed now, and it is a pleasurs to have the two herbaria
and librariss together in a fine air conditioned building.

VW were sorry to miss you when returning from Fiji; we had a day

in Honoluln about the middle of January, but you hadn't reburned.

T hope to meet your wife sometime soon when you are east agaln, as

it seems unlikely that I will be enroute %o the south Pacific again

in the near futurs. DBut when I get to work on the Floma of course I
will have a good excuse to spend some time in Honolulu, So far I have
, 58111 not sorted my 1952 material, but hope to start soon. I was pleassd
%o find Degeneria on Taveuni for the first time, and also some new provineial
records on Viti Devu, It is euite frequent in Mamosi and also Serua,

You could have found it a couple of miles inland from Ngaloa, but of course
it is not frequent. We spert our last few wesks at Ngaloa and the
nearby mission of Lomeri, in order not to get stuck in the interior by
December rains. Ngaloa has certainly changed aince they made "His
Majesty O'Keefe''there® but I mst say that the peopls along the raad

are pretty poor specimens compared with those of the interior,

I think the best and most hospitable people I stayed with this tims

wera those of Lovoni village on Ovalau. On Ngau they have too mich
money from their copra and have forgotten how to be woodsmen,

In upper Namosi, Wainikoroiluva valley, the men are also fine

bushmen and friendly, if you can overlook their idiosynecracies as
seventh day adventists.

Yes, it is certainly true that the European-lorth American viewpoint
has ruined many phylogenetic treatments, but I think that we are
getting away from such provincialism finally, thanks largely to
such work as van Steenis and other Malaysian botanists are doing.
I do not intend to wait until Fiji is "known" to go ahead with the flora,
but will work on 1t as socon as my last years material has been
sorted and named, which should not take too long. For my purposes
I an not going to worry much about infraspecific units, as of course
such a Flora will have to be preliminary. I am inclined to think that
locel speciation is less active in Fiji than Hawaii, maybe because ths
ridges are not so steep and isolated. There is of course a certain amount
of very local endemism, but not as mich as in Hawaii.

FFbase ask Leroy Peiler to send us any material from Korea that
he wants to bother with; Walker will be glad to have the phanerogams,
Faclages should be addressed to the Department of Botany rather than
to an individual, Thanks for your kind invitation to use your f
place in Honolulu. Maybe we can do so at some fature date, but it - , _:H:\-
isn't imminent, Anyway I hope we'll both bs thare at the same time e
on my next visite With best regards,

Cordially,

Hunt Inst '
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UNITED STATES i
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. .

Pacific Vegetatton Plo ject

% Hutional Rpsearch Council
' Washington 25, D.C.

Sept. 20, 1454

* " Dear Otto:

The mse.; yours and Van's, cawe today, with your lstter of
Sspt. 16: I DBaven't had & chance to more than hastily look over them
yet, but whet I Tead is very interesting. +I had a letter from Bill
soiie days ago in which he sesied willing encugh to have hia vagetation
paper run with these, but ssemed concernsd about Costar. -1 really don't
=er whers Costar comes into the pleture, at &ll, a=z Bi1]l certainly did
the work, I preswie he will write again when lie hesrs from Costar.

As far as Pariti and Calonyctyon are concerned, they will be
printed: just as you write them So long s I #m not acknowledgad as
heving determined the tlings you can use whatever feeble gensra you
Pleamss After all, T am new striggling througn one of the worst
maruseoripts I have mver meen, vy Max Doty, in which I dm letting hin
use two names for the same Species just Lecauss in one place he is
including & key which -he got from e and in another He ie listing
dster-dnations by St. Johni I an 'ngt sven objectiug winen s mkes na,
fu ny ey, eay "Hicrosorium scolopendria', @ nate wiich I never have
uaed in ay life. Publisning manuseripts in tie shspe that His were
subritted is, I Texlize, poor editerial policy, ut I Lave better Lhings
to d9 then Tewritlng'his pRpers. If he iz willing Te sign his nane to
& paper is that shape he ig hurting himeslf auch fore than atyone elsa,

. I navenlt eaught the G11Tars and Sullivan ref. yet, bul it will
probubly not Yather e ang. Coolidge's reaction I can't zredict.

The Iponoes tuba I lsve no opluion about. I am satisfied thet nous
of tue forier nanes sunguld be usad and nave Deen following Coeteiroon
in t¥le, By the wey, I found ihie species on Barver'e Point, Cahu. I
don't think 1t is the same as the Feena onws.

T den's care whom the photos ars credited to--the Trouble is that we
wou't have the mensy to reproduce &ny photos, sitce the paper is not one
regalting from the Yavy coutract that is paying the ARE bills, If you
heve negatives of these, howaver, I would 1ike Lo Dorrow them to get
prints made for ths itoll Files,

Te definitely do not wani to publish any new names in the AFB. It
ig & mimaggraphed pullication of limited distrilution and is, in my
opinion, not & proper medium for publication of such things. I don't “now
what the tomate thing is, bLut ‘if new it could be published »lsewhsrs,

1 have 2 mimcellanecus paper spout ready that could include it. Have

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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yod checked 1t against Wuller's monograph of the tomatoes (about 194L)E

We can' very well have galley proofs of this article, as 1t %
to be mimecgrapned 2nd it would coet too much to have mll tha stencils
put on the machine to have one copy run off Lo mend you. My Only' 3
suggestion would De that you persuade Ernestine Akers to agres to type
the stencils in Honolulu, ls&t you procf-read them, then send them have
for Teproduction. Ctherwiase you will have to trust Mise Sachet's
prooi-reading.

I wil‘r: write to Van about his article, after I get to leooking
it over. I will get at these after I get through wading through the
long one by Doty which is to be next in the Bulletin--that iz, a huge
egeries by the Raroia party will be next, much of which will be by Dotp.

Send on the rest o this wiaen you get it finisned, I will do what
editing is to Ve dons. IZ you corld persusde Ernestine to cut the
stoncﬂs-it.wdlg!. be good, as we have 1ost our typiet and have not got
@ .new one yet. I Dope to bave one pretty =oon, but this will take some
lucks Ur. Coolidge's smersiary is cutting the Earoia papers, as they
are contract reports, but she will not lilkely take kindly to doing thesa,

If Bill's mep is published in the same bulletin there ig certainly
no point in including the practically unreproducible one thst you sent,
We will ixy to gst what additions] rainfall date we can find. Ve may
have some in the Tiles,

We just got back to proof-reading the bibliography today. It is
still ot much more than half proof-read. It is a horribls job, as every
word and figure has to be Tead against the copys I hope the thing may

, be ready to print in a month or six wesks, if ot too many other jobs

get dunped on my deglk,

o  Bast regards to you and Isa, I supposs that youu will start
to grow stout now with all of this good cooking. 5

Algha,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
BRONX PARK
NEW YORK S58. N. Y.

-1
AIRMAN OF THE BDARD Vice-Presioenr TREARURER

JOSEPH R. BWAN FREDERICK S. MOSELEY J=. BERKELEY DAYNOR
PrREsIDENT
CHARLES B, HARDING

DimgcToR
WILLIAM J. ROBBING

Sep tember 20, 1854

Mr. Otto Degener
Walalua
Oahu, T. H.

Dear 0Otto,

I was glad to hear from you again and to learn that your
domestic duties have not entiraly eliminated your interest in
plants.

We have been actively interested in the genus, Rauwolfias,
from a taxonomic standpoint; Monachino of our staff has spent
some time on this plant and is frequently consulted by medical
and commercial interests. We should be happy to have spscimens
you might collect.

I should think you should make any arrangements with Squibb
or Merck which would be to your advantage. 1Is there sufficient
material in the Islands to be of commercial significance?

You have perheps heard that Dr. Relph Stewart of Rawalpindi
is being married in October. His new wife sounds like a very un-
usual person. Merrill is in bad health. He sent us his entire
library, six or seven tons of materisl, and all his medals. OF
course, you know of Wittrock's death. Everstt has taken over the
sducational program and Pfander has been appointed Administrator.
I saw St. John at the Botanical Congress meetings in Paris.

lrs. Robbins joins me in sending Isa and you our kindest
regards and best wilishes.

Sincerely yours,

2 Vi
wir/bw William J. Robbins
Director

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Botany 59 a7l
Hour Exominetion

Answer five quistions

l.a. What is a flovwer morphologicelly?
b. What is meant by prosressive determinsteness in flover svolution ag
compared to such u come &s that of nggngg;%l?
¢. What ere staminodie snd carpellodia, snd with whet physiologicsl fac-
tor are they asssoclated?
d, Define hypogymous hypanthium and epigynous hypsnthium,

&, Why not eccept the Celycanthug frult =g like that of 2 squash - viz,
& hollow, matured overy full of seeds?

2. Give notes as suggested for three of the following: 1

A, !ggfgigg t native home, horticultaural origin, color
variations e} %gevera, distorted fruits. :

be : 1 Americen réenge end size; leaf type and
origin of stipules; deccription of flower and fruit; the only
other species &and hov explain discontinuous distribution?
e. i comuon name and its derivetion, structure of
t, seed coatls and endesperm, economic history in Mediseyal days.
d. igg,;;;g;,g}higgl: famlly and geographic renge, size of trees, leaf
ypes, sconpmic history in Amerlea, preseat velue,

3. Develoep any three of the following toples:
a, Orthogenatic petsl evolution in the Igopyrum-iguilegis Longicornes

line,
b. !ht'*;}gﬁ};jn! flover as a derivetive of some ancestral Flgells ally.
¢. Involucre svolution among the %;%gg;g- t species.
d, Zimmerasnn's theory of the evolntlon of the trilobate Hepetlics lesf

from the Anemone Pulgetille-type with alternate slaghed pinaee.

b.a, Give notes on the horticultural history of Paecnle. Why heve tazone-
mists decided to change its Pamily positlon?
b. rhe: ' 11. noteble for leaf recapitulation and traumatie
xplain,

reversion,
c. !hs_!;%gi&g- lezf sertas shows ms now to interpret the Berberis
leaf-blede jolnited to its petiole, Explain,
d, Why is Canlophylilum called the "gymnospermous englospera®?
e. What 1g curare, what is its clesslc source, end what is its effect

upon the humen body?

5. Develop the subject of the j{;ggkg water-lilies under the following heads:
&. Geography and habite with method of growth of colonles.
b, The torus - dovelopment te frulting stage snd final fete.
c. Structure of achene and embryo.
d. Seed longevity.
e, Rcomomics.

6, Answer fiye of the following:

¥ e Nhy has the carpel of lagenerie vitlensis provoked such interest
among morphologists?

b. Why ecen we not determine whether the ngsiéingxi1§! female floral
nembers have the gynoecium structore represented by G1 or 6 many?

€. Whet i= the morphology of the edible pulp of the custard-apple frauit?

d. How is stick-cinnamon gsthered and prepared for the trade?

é. How do the e ese Helleborese differ from the E. Anemoneas,
AND is the difference & shery one?

f. How anea_%gjgglg differ in lesf and frults from most of the lyaphae
gceae, and whet mey have been its ancestors?

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




'
Clerk Hell, U.M,
Amherst, Maas.
Cct. 28,1964

Dear Otto:
Your welcome letter srrived at a time when I wes on the point of writ-
ing you--- a situation which I have noted before with my correspondents,

end which suggests thst thoughts do travel like resdlo wsves.

It iz nice to know thet you are back in your Island psrsdige,znd I
trust thet Frau Iss is repldly recovering her full strength., The slit-
ustion sounds most 1dyllic: working on Flors Hewailensls, withi interludes
of gerdening and contemplstion of ocean and mounteins,

Well, old "Aggie" is growing so Tast thet 1t ie bursting sll its buttops
off. The new President was inaugurated lsst week end he hss set & gosl '
of 6,000 students by 1960, With this incresese in numberas comes = persl-
lel increece in our troubles. There are eleven sectlons in Botany 1
and each of the two lectures per week hes te be repesgted three times in
order to accomodete them 211 in the pit. I'm heppy to he free of the
Freghmen., I'm afreld that with this ineressge in numbers hee likewise gone
a8 lowering in quelity. One of our best laboratory instructors has reported
80 out of a lsboratory section of 35 ae below passing.

You think I am pessimistic, yet even in your Eden you cen hardly fail

to see that the drift towasrd berberlism 1s speeding up. We cen all gee that

major crimes sre increasing ( appalling so emong Juveniles). It 1s all
highly complicated. Home 1ife Tor ohlldren 1s disrupted by both parents
working during the day,end often out for e good time at night. Thanks

to the new pedagogy, dlscipline in the schools 1s slmost nil, snd under
John Dewey's enthusisatic followers, education is directed toward :
goclology end vocationalism. In a word the schools are prepsring the child-
ren for gocisliam. The basic three Rs sre neglected,and almest nothing

is done to tranemit the inheritance of older Europesn-American culture,

We get the outcome of sll this with the Freshmen: flabby intellects,
weak wills, boredom, & crzze for athletics snd social life. The poor
things are conditioned beyond redemption. I suppose one of the biggest
factors in this dishesrtening problem is the ingane American dream
of putting everybody through higher education at Stete expense. Hniv-
ersities were established for the intellectually capable (the
cerebrotonics") who were going into leaw, medicine end theology. Now they
gra overrun with "sometotonice" who, in Medisevel deys, would have
been werrior knights and soguires who generally desplised lsarning
(Just 2s they do now) end couldn't write their own nemes. I 2m one of
the old fogzies who belleves in ancient ideels; wherees the new university

‘must be, and is being, remsde %o the pattern of the somstotonlec go-get-

ter, who wante animel-treining and emplricsl recipes for success.

So I find 1t rether dighesrtening to witness ths desth of an ancient
culture including litersture, art and philosophy. And since boteny
iz the "polite science", thet is likewlse zoing, becsuse the horti-
culturists etc, consider it s weste of time, end caen tesch thelr atu-
dents 21l thet they need to know sbout it, 5f course that means the
gnd of clsesicel botany,which will go the way of Latin and Greek,

Do you cell this pessimism? I don't. For it ssems to me thet & pess-
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4. Whet shell The Individuel do gbout i1t? Principles of the "Peren-
niel Philosophy"(of Leibnitz)

And so we csrry on for a2 few more yesrs = three =t most,for then the
College turns us out to grass.

With best wishes

£ & Tt —

P.3. An announcement of his msrrisge is Just in from Harry Johnson's
oldest boy,Joseph. He was here with ma‘for E year taking systematic
botany, end lg now cerrying on his father s business.

R.E.T,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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FRED JAY SEAVER
201 Alexander Place, Winter Park, Florida

AUTHOR: THE NORTH AMERICAN CURATOR EMERITUS: THE NEW
cup-FuNGl IN Two voLumes  CQct, 28, T954, YoRK BOTANICAL GARDEN

Dear Friends Otto and Isa, _—

We have Just been rereading your fine letter
of iMarch I2 almost seven monthe azo, I hope by
this time the weeds are all killed and the win-
dow panes in and everything as vou say "in ship-
shape condition", It 18 a good thing you two
are young or you could not take it, Am afraid
we could not.

We hope you will not think we are ungrate-

Tfull for the trouble you have taken to write

us so much detail of your trip or that we do
not think of you both often and the visits we
has pnd the trips together, The citrus famm
was most interesting, We also appreciate your
urgent invitatlon to visit you. Hawaili may not
seem far away to you but it goes to us.

We had an extended trip to Sioud City, Iowa
Finetta's home last summer, Stopped in Cinein-
natl to visit her son's home and her grand son.

They were here later but only for a day.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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‘ FRED JAY SEAVER
201 Alexander Place, Winter Park, Florida

AUTHOR: THE NORTH AMERICAN CURATOR EMERITUS: THE NEW
‘CUP-FUNGI IN TWO VOLUMES YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN

Bernice and her husband visited us lately and

we made several trins tomether including Lakeland,

I feel much at home down there. We ate in the mess

hall (commons they call it). The faculty were hav-
ing a party and the President came over and spoke
to us, He 1s alwaye very cordial.

Affairs keep us busy here, Both apartments were
vacant for a while thils summer, That is the first

time both have been vacant at the same time, Both

are rented now. There is alwaye a lot of work in
getting them readv for rerent.

Permisslon has been given to bulld a million
dollar hotel in the block above us., It will be
just one block from us, Do not think it will have
any unfavorable effect on us, Perhaps just the
opvosite,

This is just to let you both know that we think

of you,Don't take us off your correspondence list,

AELAA»JZ " Love from Fred and Finetta _
e ,m 7:;-;-' [Br R 7 M

e mt_:-e‘.-’./ e s taatd Love Ag it

A ‘M‘ AN |
e ;széio:zzft;‘ 25 -aléizzzéfﬂz P o

| 6-—-«.4.,—4-4-1"' 2 =
.iﬁ-{_.f-ﬁv‘k‘-- "?!7.' =T } .-(:H'-"ﬁ—‘-“"‘—‘
7, /\'_,ab«u_n.«t_-af&-— - 7 # 9 (7
o . = &""0’{ _ . Hare £ g -4-4.4:_,4.,{
= L e Loy . ——
e PO e T o

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



FOSTSCHECKKONTO MUNCHEN 35205
KKONTEN STADTSPARKASSE 7447
BAYER, VEREINSBANK 17311

AUGSBURG. denl 2 XI 1954
Lieber Herr Kollege!

Lange habe ich nichts mehr von Ihnen gehtrt,seit Sie unc
Ihre Frau aus Buropa verscihwunden sind.ln dlesem Sommer
war ich in Paris auf dem Kongress und ausgeérschnet in
der historischen Abiellung redete ein Herr offenbar dor
tiger Kollege iiber Hawal.Erwaint nat er eie nicht.lich
habe dann wit ihm gesprochen,aber es ist immer eins heil|
le Sache wenn man mit jemand redet,den man nur halb ver|
steht.Den Gruss,welcieh ich anSie sufgetragen habe,hat
er ofienbar nicht ausgerichiet.
| Mit dem Fublicieren komme ich gegenwartig nicht so wei—|
. ber,wie ich es gerne mochie.Herier qrucﬁ:' recht wenig,
s Well er an Geldmongel leidet und seit, Ubersiedlung sein
lochter nach Basel nogh mehr leidst als vordem. Wir warer
aus

s “rgleie-== Hofelchen und haben uns uber viel
SUSSeSprochen. . ! Ax
vaes ich bei Ophioderms die Zellulosebeilchen (Fila
guerst sichibar machen konnte;habe ich lhnen yisllaicht
noech nicht geschrieben,Die A;'!‘JEIE mit Parbenphotographie
kpnnte ich In einer Zeiltschrift fir Farbphoto -apge
unterbringen.ass ich Sie erwahni habe verstent sich
natorlich von selbst,.Es ist mir die Apfnahme verspro
chisn .Sie wird Anfang nachsten Jahres hoifentlich heraus
kommen.lie wissenschaftliche Deutung in phyesioclogisclier
_Hinpicht kennte ieh navirlich in einer solchen Zeitsehr
i4% nicht untertringen.le es mir nich gelang (iese gchw
rzﬁs_ Untersucinmg bel einer sintelmischier Orehides dure
uitlrenjesbe ich die Zyseneirung ele in Frotoplesms,
untergciracht .lovon habe ien bersite Horrelktpren geles
en iy 1ivgt nattiriich deven meine Bewegungctheorig der
Ctonete wieder samuinl pen 2 helegen. :
Rie geht er Ihven vnd Threr Frau v
' Mit den besten UrlscEn
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