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About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
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international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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Jamiary 16, 1952

Mr, Otto Degener
Mokulela Eeach

Weislua

Oshu, Territory of Hawaiil

Dear Mr. Degener:

I have heard from Prof. Dr. Felix Widder at the Umiversity
of Graz that he has received 80 herbarium specimens from you in
exchange for which he is most grateful. He asked us to transmit
to you his best thaenks and at the same time to enclose the
herbarium label with his annotation which you will find herein,

We are grateful to you for contimiing to remember the
lew York EBotaniecal Garden in this way in your distribution of
exsiccatae,

With best personal regerds,

Sincerely yours,

. -
DDE :ER « KECK
encl, Head”Curator

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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DRr. RoBerTO '—EV! yFresidsnte del Centro Agricola Cantonal de Guayaguil.
CasiLLA DE CORREO No, 759

X TELEFOND C. 659

| CALLE ToMas MARTINEZ Mo, 309

I QuINTA PIECAD

s GUAYAQUIL—ECUADOR

e & e Guayaquil, 31 de enero de 1.952
W

Sejfior Dn. _
Otto Degener, 2234 University Ave.
HONOIUIU, T.H.

Muy estimado sedor:

hiq hifo el Dr.Roberto Levi Cestillo, me he pasado
su carta y la descripcién de la voivoi (Pandanus cardcasus) y tambidn
me ha entregado algunas semillas gue estaban incluidas en el sobre,

| Suponemog que estas semillas son para la planta la
cual dd una deseripecidn de una serie de tejidos hechos de las fibras
de estas plantas.

Hemos sembrado estas semillas pero hasta hoy no ha
salido nada de estas. For esta razfn para estudiar easta planta y ver si
puede producir aqui, le seria muy agradecido si Ud. me mandara de nuevo
unas semillas frescas, con la perspectiva de que salgan las plantas y
se presten para el estudio,

J Le advierto que soy Presidente del Centro Agricola
Cantonal de CGuayaguil y tengo mucho interds en ver =1 se puede introducir
’ . en la agri-horticultura del Pais una nueva especie.

r Si Ud. necesitea algin valor, tenga la hondad de decirme
cudntc tengo que enviarle para cubrir los gastos que ocasione el envio,

Le guedo muy agradecido por el favor solicitado, y apro-
‘ vecho la oportunidad para saludarlo,

o Levi
Presidente del Centro Agricola
Cantonal de Omayaguil

L/ , |
. Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Hunt !ncfifl 1t 'Fr\r Dni‘ﬁr\if\ﬂl ntﬁ_l\l lml\lﬂ+t\+:’\_n



y ‘;‘-/7[ 5 e

TeLErHONE LUDLOW &-E8500

CHAIRMAN OF THE FOAND
JOSEPH R. SWAN
PRESIDENT
CHARLES 8. HARDING

THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
Bronx Park
NEW YORK 358, N. Y,

Vic-PrEmiDEsT Terssunen
FREDERICK 3, MOSELEY J=. ARTHUR M. ANDERSOMN
Dimgcron
WILLIAM J. ROEBINS

February 7, 1952

Mr. Otto Degener
Walalua, Oshu
Territory Hawall

Dear Otto:

Some time ago through your efforts we received a col-
lection of excellent baskets from the Island Trading Company in
San Francisco, California. These baskets, as you know, are
made by the natives of the Trust Territory (Micronesians) and
apparently the Trading Company represents the agent for dis=-
tributing them on a selling basis wherever a market ban be found.
I acknowledged the package and have written seversl times to the
Island Trading Company but for some reason I haeve not received
any answers to my letters, in which I inquired as to what psr=-
centage or discount the Garden could anticipate in selling this
stuff. Our business administrator feels that we should have
something for our services. It 1s possible that the person to
whom I wrote originally and who sent the material, Commander
S. J. Major, 1s annoyed with our request for a bit of a profit?

I am at a loss to know just what we should do because
the public and many of the people 1n our bullding are extremely
fascinated with these baskets and would like to purchase them.
Whet I have been dolng thus far is to give them the name and
address of the Trading Company and let them send their individual
orders to San Francisco. I am really anxious to be of service
both to the natives in selling thelr baskets and to the people
who ave interested in buying them. Whether or not the Garden
gets a profit is my least concern.

I notice that Commander 5. J. Major has an office in
Pearl Harbor and perhaps you could contact him for me and tell
him that my letters are still unanswered. I repeat what I
should 1ike to know: How do we place these orders and may the
Gaerden anticipe te a discount? Perhaps Commander Major would
like us to have customers write directly to him or possibly
that we should sell the baskets we have on exhiblt and then
send him the money. This would be unwise because it would
break down our exhibit. I would appreciate it if you could
get some information for me as soon as possible and let me know.

l_{LJr1t !r]sstit!|fr3 fAar PAatanir~ral [‘\r\r\||v71r\v1+f1fir1r]
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POSTSCHECKKONTO MONCHEN 35205
BANKKONTEN STADTSPARKASSE 7447 '
BAYER. VEREINSBANK 17311 1

AUGSBURG, den & 11 19562

GEGR. 1345

Sehr geearter Herr Prefesser!

Houte mat mir Herter Ihren kurzen Artikel wit dar piegraphie ven

!

Hillebrand geschickt.Diese boba iel sib viel Interesse durehgalelui
|

Sie Lal {Ur =isu secen ein Interesse,da icu fiir die Neue Deut |

sons biegraphie der aAkademie in Mineuel selenu ,eu Betaulkerti
SeLrei.s o Ven deu Leutes ,die in uer serue wirkteu und staruen,
bekem.l zan Sellen dies Leveusldure ungeschminkt,leider kenn ien
nur karie biegrapaien untertringeu.Besenders ot gsrallen hat mir
die vildlieis cusamuensteiiuug des Bildes ven Hilleuraund uud der
nagL ium bensnnteu Hillebrandia,Men B;m..t. das our Ilr wueoige durel

geitgri wic @ slir Liunéd uud der Liuksea—
Ien bave Herter animiert uen arbtikel ilu uie Hevists su liveroen

mein,aecL lsl Zerber lloenciel mienl _u. daran.Bs isu oben Sisib

our .o Usubldeinlind sciwer 8iie Wisssussocibliscs Zeisscariit =i
Privatmann zu unterballebe.Herter tuil d2s aus ,ressen Idealismus
‘DJ.e Urugayer naosu wie Lils auamiﬁ.,em Kelesisllinder our wenlg
Versvéndnis iiir @eleois nieul =iy dea uoulclslbaren Geldgewian wu%
kntipftenliange.

Es veruleiut mat den Ueslst Gpiissen
.”"'"_ it "fﬁm«,

l'{,_”-l | e }"“"[L
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BrRONX Park
NEW YORK S8, N, Y.

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD Vice-PRESIDENT TREASURES
JOSEPH R. SWAN FREDERICK 5. MOSELEY Ja. ARTHUR M. ANDERSGM
PRESIDENT

DimEcToR
WILLIAM J. ROBBINS

CHARLES B. HARDING

March 3, 1952
Vie Airmail

Mr. Otto Degener
Walalua, Mokuleias Besmch
Oahu, Territory of Haweii

Dear QOtto:

I can't tell you whet & relief it was to have
your letter of February 13th. Your eerlier report has
weighed on my mind end I kept wondering whet plans you
were making end whether you were goingz to come to New
York for examination and perhaps treatment = a procedure
which I felt was very desirable. Now that the diagnosis
of your trouble has eliminated the earlier situation you
can continue work much more satidfactorily. I hope you
will let me know in dues time what your plens are.

I think T mentioned earlier the American Philo-
sophicel Society. You might get favorsble consideration
if you wers to apply for a $1200 or $1500 grant to support
one of your expeditions. The applicetion forms cen be
obtained from Dr. L.P. Eisenhart, American Philosophical
Society, 104 South Fifth Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa. I
hope you will give lMrs. Greenwell our kindest regards when
you see her. It 1s very fine,indesd, thet she meintains an
interest in plants and I hope she will continue to do so.
It is highly important that the younger amateurs should
develop an interest in the plant kingdom.

With kindest regards,
Sincerely yours,

)

William J. Robbins

Director
WJR:ew

i
\Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WasHinGTON 25, D. C.

April 9, 1952

AIR MAIL

Mr. Otto Degener
General Delivery
Makawao, Maui
Hawaii

Dear Mr. Degener:

I am enclosing this note in a letter written to you
by Dr. Walker, There seems to be some doubt as to how
many packages of plants you have sent us, It seems to
me that it is very likely that the plants mentioned in
your cardsof January 18 and Japuary 30 refer to the same
shipment, while that mentioned on your card of March 23
is a separate lot, We have received so far two packages,
so I assume there is still another one to come, especially
since there has scarcely been time for the one mentioned
on your card of March 23 to have arrived. It would probably
be a help to us if you would inform me just how many packages
you have sent so we may know whenwe have received them all,

The grasses contained in the two packages we have
received look to me to be very interesting. I am very
pleased to have them for study, especially when you have
included so many duplicates which will be very useful to us,
I hope that it will not be too long before I have time to
thoroughly s tudy all the grasses which you have kindly sent
me from time to time,

With all best wishes,

Sincerely, y Ve

2 a7 ¥ 7
Jason R, Swallen
Head Curator
Department of Botany
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY
BERKELEY 4; CALIFORNIA

18 April 1952

Dr. Otto Degener
General Delivery
Makawao, Maul, T.H.

Dear Dr. Degener:

I was especially glad to receive your letter of April lith, because
I had not acknowledged the safe arrival of the umbel seedlings in un-
certainty as to just how and where to reach you. The package of speci-
mens arrived today, so I nowhave living seedlings, hopefully viable
mature fruit, and a grand set of dried material of this remarkable
plant. As you doubtless know, it is Hillebrand's Peucedanum sandwiciense;
he deseribed two species and one variety of the genus from Hawaii, ome
each from Molokal, Kauai, and Maui. "Peucedamum", which is the old
classical cateh-all for any umbel with dorsally flattened fruit, has
been driven out of the New World and, I think, New Zealand. What your
Hawaiian plants are generically I am by no means certain, but I suspect
that they are not Peucedanum. It looks as though I shall have to make
a careful study of the generic problem, however, so I guess I had better
sit tight on the specimens until the seedlings grow to maturity and I
get Oreomyrrhis and a few other assignments out of my hair. The Sanicula,
I am happy to report, is thriving; we defoliated it upon arrival, am
it now has three nice new leaves to its credit., I shall endeavor to
furnish yon with descriptions and line-drawings of both plants for use
in the New Flora Hawaiiensis in due time,

Of course, I shall distribute the duplicates as you wish; when I
have drained them of any information that I can.

The poor Cheng-Ho seems to have come down sadly from her happy,
carefree days in the '"Garden Islands"! TI'11 admit to considerable con=
fusion from poring over her clippings, but they suggest that some rodents
got aboard the ship despite the usual precautions. T shall be glad to
put in my nickel's worth with the French Consulate in San Francisco,
but I am afraid I have no influence so formidable as your uncollectable
#3000. and possession of the boat.

& couple of anthropologists (Professor Gifford, et al.) plus a
graduate student in botany (Calvin McMillan) are expecting to work in
New Caledonia this summer. I hope you may have the opportunity of
seeing them there. I certainly hope you may be able to find means to
carry out your plans.

We are having an excellent year in the California deserts, so I
managed to sneak down there for a weekj now I hope to get back again
in a week or so before it all dries up.

T ecertainly appreciate your enthusiastic cooperation in digging
out these Hawaiian rarities, and hope that I can provide you with de-
seriptive material that will repay you for your efforts on my behalf.

Cordially, (a

sl S aloinar

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




MissouUR! BoTANICAL GARDEN

2315 TOWER GROVE AVENUE
ST. LOUIS 10, MISSOURI

PROSPECT BEGT ’

April 23, 1952

Mr. Otto Degener
Makawao, Maui, T. H.

Dear Mr, D!gsner:\,

The several envelopee contalning ferns epores have all
arriv The first lot have been planted, and the laet lot will
be in ’ﬁomentarily. We are certainly glad to have these, and
you may be interested to know that the Sadleria and Agplenium
horridum you sent in January #AF¢ have germinated like grass.

T 1t doeen't lnconvenlence you too much, go ahead and sent any-
thing else that you happen to come by, I think, however, that
gome of the materi;li 1151:&%1 Past maturity, and 211 the spores
have been shed. This 8\been the case with Marattia Douglasii
which you have sent on two, occasions. I suspect that e spores
a2ll mature at once and are ‘shed immediately. Some of the Cibotiums
were 1n the same cconditlon.)\ But nevertheless, moet of what you
have sent has been good, and\we are very happy about it, I think
that I could reimburse you to\the amount of the postage, BEYEL/
Plue & bit extra. I am trying to get this idea planted, and to
do so, I am having to go pretty much on my own at the moment.,
Perhaps later the Garden will see fit to put some money into it,
So long as We have a pterldologiat at the Garden, we should have
& good fern collection. And at the moment it 1s terrible!

Since the beginning of the year I have planted nearly a hundred
rots with fern spores, from many seurces, and I am having very
good luck so far, Several are Y/now producing young sporlings,

\ Happy collecting,
Very sj@cerely, |
. ,,F— >
F. G. Meyer
Dendrologist

)
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
NUKU'ALOFA, TONGA.

20th Jane, 1952,

Dy, 0. ageter,
Waislua, Cahu
HAWALTL, U/3.4.

Dear Dr,Degener,

I apologize for the Aelay in veplying to
yvour letter dated 20th April 1952,

We hsd an invasion of the Rhinoceros beestle
in Vava'u and I spent some weeks there to organige the
campaign, Then, I went around to Pegopago, Apia and Suva in
order to {ind out the latest about fumigation.

I eincerely hope that you gem still come
to Tongs for your botanical explorations, I Think that you
can stsy here much longer than 6 months if you reduire more
time to see the outlying islandig,

I thank you very much indeed for the books
you sen® me and I shall be glad to do a8 much as I can in
return be sending your friends Mr,Gus Wittrock stamps Trom
Tonga. The first loft Will go by this same mail.

Dr.Huerlimsnn is back in 8witBerlarnf, He

had to go through & lot of trouble of re~irying and re-packing

of hisg dried plants when they were flooded in the recent
hurricans in Fiji, The collection was is the Custom shed on
the vharf in Suve. But everything is slright now, high and
dry in Winteethur,

= I hope that you are making geod progress in
the Gheng Ho/ant I shonld certainily like to join you on
your explorations in Tehiti because I haw never been thepa,
1 did some Totanising in New Caledonia, assisting
Prof,Baas Becking in 1950. A most interesting country from
a floristic point of view with 80% of endemics,

If there is anything I csn do T5» you herve,
please leb me know, I may be away on a tour of duty %o Ceylon
in September but you will hesr from me again,

Reiterating my thanks, I remain,

1
\
F
c
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FLOIRA MALESIANA

ISSUED UNDER THE AUSPICES UF THE KEBUN RAYA INDONESIA (BOTANIC CARDENS OF INTHNESIA)
BOGOR, JAVA, AND THE RIJKSHERBARIUM, LEYDEN, HOLLAKD. SPONEORED BY THE FOUNDATION FLORA MALESIANA

’
BOARD OF TRUSTEES; R
Prof. Ir. Kussoro, Bogor, president Prof. Dr. E. D. Meaniit, Jamaica Plain {Mass.), USA.
Prof. Dr. H. |. Lam, Leyden, Ist vice-president Prof. Dr. C. Skorrssere, Stockholm. =
Dr. M. A. Dok, Bogor, 2nd tice-president C. A, C. M. vax Orrn. Econ. docts, Djakarta, - ,-";.“

Deaar Degsners:
- Thanks for your lstter of bjank ( recent) date giving me
: the several references which I will look up. Just now I'm re-rwading '

Journals of vook's Voyages,etc. and it is parfdecularly interdsting
to note how few food plents were available in Tahiti ( still fewer
in New Zeal&nd) up to 1769; and on the whole how puoor these ,for the
most part, were, small sustenance for the cews and the passangers
on the so-called Pacific Regattas by which is keant the races from
Asia to americea beginning several thousand years ago ! You know

I have an idea that primitive men ,like Napoleon's armies, travelled
on their stomachs, The same point 1s made in Bank's Journal,

and one Capt.Cook was all the tinme looking for antiscorbuties . INow
thers k=X are the data in the unpublished Banks-Solender Fl.Tahiti
and there are tlie same data in Forster's Prodromus, but no fool gecg
rapher or equally foalish ( or ild-informed) representative of the
lunatie fringe among thie anthropologists could possibly interpret
the data properly. Same o0ld situation ---minds made up in advaned
and it makes no difference what may be publshed to the contrary---1
it makes no impression whatever. K The worst sinner today is th&
Prof.of Geograph at Jphns HopRdms,snd he is a recent convert to
early pan-Paciflec distribution of plants and cultures---and you
know as well as 1 do that a recent convert 1s absolutely blind "
to factors that may be opposed to his pet theories,
this is not my typing day---can always tell. It means,when

I hit too man¥TRBEs,that the HEP is up,so I won't fhrther tempt fate
at this time.

L L

A L Mer e diteo,
Sincerely ‘L{,—’—\
[|
li{

ED
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TeLEPHONE LUDLOW 4-8500

THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN

BroNX PARK

NEW YORK 58, N.Y.
wir/ew 5
CMAIRMAN OF THE BOARD ViSRS BRBIDENY: TREASURER
JOSEPH R. SWAN EREDERICE: £ MU RER LN R. GORDON WASSON
PRESIDENT DingcTOR
CHARLES B. HARDING August 12, 1952 WILLIAM J. ROBBINS

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to ce®tify that Mr. Otto Degener is*®ollaborator 1
in Hawelian Botany of The New York Botanical Garden. He
has been associated with this institution for many years.
Mr. Degener is well-known as a collector and student of
plants and as an author.

—

Any assistance which mey be given to Mr. Degener will
be appreclated by this institution.

i William J. Robbins
Director
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The four working places are intended for scientific visitors
both from Indonesia snd abrosd. The place offers s nearly unigue
opportunity for biological resesrch in the Tropics,

It appesrs to me thet the officisl opening celebration, which
will take place about October of this year, will doubtless
substantislly gein in importence if the internstionsl scientific
world took gn active part in outfitiing this internationsl bicglio-
gical station with =2 useful reference librery, consisting of cyolo-
paediss, stzndard works, floras, journsls, reprints, containing
gtudies on the flors snd fauna of the tropics generally and on cult-—
ivated or ornsmental plants. Alsc photegraphs snd pietures serying
for decorction would be spprecisted ss gifts, 2s well as belles-
lettres for reerestion during the evenings.

This internstionsl participstion would certeinly in the first
place be intended as =z foken of gratitude towards the Indonesisn
Government which agreed to the rebuilding of a scientific station
of no mean importance serving internstional bioclogy, snd in the
‘second plzsce =5 a gesture of good-fellowship to the Bogor Botsnic
Gardens.

However, it also serves a very prectical aim, viz of extending

the scientific equipment of this lsboratory with sn 8ll-round 11
brery which will be of benefii to ell future visitors

Pgdﬂtﬁ%ﬁﬁé suggestions for bibliographic gifts have been made in
e} !

Gifts should be sddressed to the Direktur Kebun Rays Indonesisa,
(for Tjibodas Library), BOGOR, Indonesia.

'E.—M'(""’) ‘}'1g w- 1952 Sincerely yours
J.P.H : i< ’

£

. Prof. Dr. €. G.G.J. yaff Steenis
P S &W M Ulf!ii]:: .::SGFIE Juml qjl;::q
B Faaacjﬂué. JGZIrn : :

/0] %[5 _,3)s ,Mqﬁéﬁm&zﬂa&ﬁﬂﬂ?@e
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ISSUED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE KEBUN RAYA INDONESIA (BOTANIC GARDENS OF INDONESIA)
BOGOR. JAVA, AND THE RIJKSHERBARIUM. LEIDEN, HOLLAND SPONSORED BY THE FOUNDATION FLORA MALESIANA
GENERAL EDITOR- DR C G G ). VAN STEENIS

Leyden, August 16th, 1952,

Dr 0.Degener,
Waialuwa,

QAHU T.H.; w
Hawaii.

Dear Dr Degener, .

About 1860 the Curstor of the Botenic Gardens J.E. Teysmann
founded on the N-slope of the volesno Gedeh, above Buitenzorg
(Bogor), 2t ¢.1400 m sltitude, a mountsin garden called "Tjibo-
des", covering some 300 zcres. Subseguently the later director
of the Gardens, Prof. Melchior Treub zdded to it z large,adjscent,
primery mountain forest area and in 1890 had built s laboratory
and a2 guest house, In the course of time numerous prominent bo-
tanists and zoologists stayed in Tjibodas for research purposes.

In 1917, at the occasion of the centenary celebration of the

____Botenic Gardens, scientists from %11 over the world contributed
FEIunds Lowsras SN eTECTION OI & MOGern vISITOrs Lavoratory, which

was finished in 1921 and which has served as 2 unique research
site in the tropical mountsin vegetstion.

Unfortunately nesrly all buildings, including the lsboratory
(contsining the local library, herberium, znd zoological exposit-
ion), the guest house and the curstors house were completely burn-
ed down by unsuthorized persons in July 1946. The Gasrden itself
remsined wholly intsct.

Since, a new curstors house and office have been built, and
plens were mede towsrds the building of a new lasboratory combin-
ed with a guest house.

It is with exceedingly great plezsure that I csn now annocunce
thet the present Director of the Botanic Gsrdens, Prof. Ir.Kusnoto,
hes succeeded in getting suthorizetion for the building of a new
lsboratory. The building actuaslly stsrted early in Msrch of this
year snd is expected to be finished in some months from now.

It contains 4 working rooms (each 5.15 m sguare) znd 4 adeguate
sleeping rooms, a dining room, & lounge, 8 darkroom for photographic
purposes,; and rooms for botanicel and zoological specimens, for a
herbarium; & 1ibrary, a kitchen efc.. A mnew local herbarium hss
already been assembled through the care of the Herbarium Bogorien-
se. New laboratory eguipment has been furnished through g generous
gift of Unesco some years ago.

The four

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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JTTO & ISA DEGENE:
8-617 Cra s

_zier Drive
\\’:sduc, Cahy, Hawa
76791 U.Sia, ‘

Liebar Merr Heinrieh Degemer:

Ich dacnhte dch wirde probieren wie ein Leichtirief mu
Ihnen kommt. Er gesht in die 11 April Post - Wie viele Tage hat es genonmnen fur Sie

dissen Brief zn erhalten?

Ich danke Ihnen dass Sie MICH als Ehrenmitglied genannt haben ABER dieses ist
aigentlieh ein IRRTUM. "Isa” Irmgard Degener (n8e Haneen) ist sine Botanikerin mit
einem Doktorat sunmma cum lavde. Seitdem wir Jan. 10, 1953 heirateten hat sie na-
trlieh mit mir gearheitst, Wir haben keine Kinder - cder ist das falseh% Ish habe
verressen dass wir eine Toghter haben die Flora Hawailensis heist und jetst beinah

nit dem sisbenten Bueh fertig ist. Isa iat keine "Hausfrau".

Die erste Edition der Fl. Haw., ist schon lfngst ausverkauft und sonst verechwun=
den per Geschenke, Termiten, Tsunami, sice Absr wir haben doch noech Ed. 1 Bucher 1,
2, 3 (kein 4) in Staub gefunden. Diese sehicken wir Ihnen mit Buch 5. Sleben ist
bainah fertig. wir miissen Celd sparen um weiter drucken zu %8nnen. Wir =mwei, al-
1eine und susammen, hahen vielleicht 500 Artike=l bhis jetzt gedruckt. Dubliettenm
von beinah allen sind schon 1lingst an Botanikern & luseen verteilt,

¥ein Bruder Armin, gastorbem 14.X.72, hatts einen Degener Wappen auf seinem
Briefpapher. Ich weiss nicht wile echt alles war, Ich erinnere, kein LBwe aber
ein Schaff war darauf weil die Fapille in Braunschwels im WollengeschiEft titig
war. Bs hat uns etwas amusiert.

Hat ein Degener eilne Druckerai? Meine Tante John Degener (N8e Rimpau aus
Braunschweig) was von solecher Firmafamilie. Fir uns hiess Bie Tante Ellie, also
nBehst warseheinlich Eleanora. Meine Frau und Ihre Hutter hat mein Fiji Bieh
\ns Besutsche Wbsrsetzt. Jemand sollte vielleicht das viele Wissentschaftliche
heraus nehmen und dann das Ms., als Faperback drucken lassen, Kosnnen Sie das
tun, #ir danm eln Procent von Verkauff bekonmmen.

Aloha nuil,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




"An Artificiael Lake for MOKULEIA"™

Dear Sir:

The Advertiser's artiocle "Mokuleia Sand-Scoreening protested," of
May BB; 1956 interents m-; resident of the region involved. It stated the
company requesting a zoning varianoce plans to exoavate sand from a lS-acre
'plot; oreating "an artifiolal lake around which a 25-nore subdivision will
grow." A pretty bucolic vision in a rosy sunset setting.

I was & student of Dr. James B, Pollock at the University of Hawaii in
1922 when he investigated reef formation on the Island of Oahu. It may in=-
tereast some readers to know he was ono of the ploneers to discover that
our reefs are not bullt entirely by coral animals but that coral-like
plants also contribute to thelr formation. Of these lime-secreting limu,
honorable mention is due the beautiful red Corallina and Lithothamnjon,
and the panini-shaped pea-green Halimeda.

I do not wish to seem to oritioise our City Planning Commission's ine
tention to "goek a vuling from the sity-county attorney whether HCED le-
gally has a right to ;-m sand from the area" when the company itself
- after a stock-holders meeting may choose to withdraw its ill-advised pe-
tition for a variance to keep the good will of over 100 potential oustom-
ers in Vaislua and thelr many relatives and friends elsewhere in the Is-
lands. The average stockholder and succesful business executive of today,
realizing the cash value of good will, may spare the city-oounty attornay
much time and work,

During teaching days in 1925-27 at the University of Hawall end there-
after while living in Manoa, I remember olouds of dust emanating from the
stone quarry at Moiliili, The nuisance was so great that even our most air-
rlden:t Honolulu residents were forced to complain., Nevertheless this nui-

sanoe, ns well as the danger #o residents from pulmonary ills such as
tuberculosis and silicosis, continued ror years, At length complaints be.

Lliivint Ilimn~titr i+~ FAr DAatAamrmiAaal MAaAr i~ ArREAtriA N



Degener 2
esme overwhelming. With hoomaliwali, so I thought, the justifiable hullae
baloo was stifled by thae promise of installing & machine - of 25 horse-
power, 1f I remember correctly - torreduce the flying dusk. Acoording to
my obsaervations the nuigance continued as before unt il about every commer-
olal usa¥le ton of rock had been sold, making further operations unpro-
fitable, This tale, in more detall, can be gleaned by interested indivi-
duals by perusing newspaper files of the time. As personnel and ownership
in & company may change, I have llttie faith in promises of a company of-
fioial unless o contract is signed and money passed, and a high cash pere
formanoe bond posted.

Coral is killed by water that is not properly salty. Hence where strems
empty into the ooean; the reef 1s absent. Likewlse, where fresh water wells
up from the ocean bottom (as observable on any flight over the reef flanke
ing southeast Molokei), deep, gresa holes voour where the fresh spring
water exerts its killlng influence. Coral and allied reef animals simply
cannot purvive under sueh coaditlons. As we note neither channels through,
nor deep holes in the ranr, we are reasonably sure that no orystal-olear
springs of sparkling fresh water will bubble up in HC&D's dream lake, the
unique, central attraction for the proposed subdivision.

Where, may we ask, will the "artifioial lake" get its supply of water
in this rain-poor area, and what will the water be like? The area is not
many feet above sea level. In faot, when storms and spring tides coinoide
once in two or three years, the happy purchasers of residential lota nay
have the pleasure of gathering a mess of edible marine dim, orabs and
fish from thelr front lawns, That the water table in the area under Aigous
sion remains at a uniform level, as steted in the meeting of May 24, is
blarney, Ordinerily, the level of the lake will ripe and fall with the tidg,
lagging a bit in time end in vertiesl distance, The water will be definite-
1y brackish at lower depths, sweetenoed, to be sure, at upper levels{accore

ding the prinoiple of the *Ghyben-Herzberg lens), by fresh water rich

*Footnote: The 1ighter fresh water floats on the heavier salt watar;{
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in nitrogen and detergents. This fresh water for the lake, depending on
whether the realtor subdivides the 25 acres into Onesacre or quarter-acre
lots, will slowly ooze fron an encireling ring or two of 25 or 100 nicely
hidden cesspools not far distant. How many thousand gallons of cesspool
Sespage the lake will gain daily depends on the number of souls living in
the traet. It would certainly be equivalent to that gained from a sizable
irrigzation diteh.

In this lake, practiocally a glorified cesspcol, our children can wade,
swin, 8all their boats and fish for aholehole and mullet to their he rtas*
desire. We know that the water flowing from a properly constructed septie
tenk is sufficiently germ-free and, excepting for the revolting idea,
suiltable for drinking purposes. I have never seen figures that the seepage
of sewage from a nearby cesspool in the Islands is similarly harmless,

A channel dredged to the open ocean will hardly purify the lake or la-
goon with cleansing ocean water espaclally as the waves will barricade
such an opening with sand almost as quickly as it is removed and sola at
the ourrent price of about $5 per cubio yard, This aotion of ocean waves
18 strikingly obvious at Haleiwa and beautiful Waimea Bay, distant but a
few minutes! drive by aar,

Theugh the water entering the lake from these cesspools will appear
orntalfolenr, ite high ooncentration of plant food derived from *night
80il" or gsewage, will encourage the growth of mlcroscopic and vigible
plant life by leaps and bounds, The more obvious limu will not be the
kinds mnntinnad above but will be gea-lettuce (Ulva laoctiioa) and the gut-
1like green iaanod called, for want of a proper common name, Enteromorpha
Antegtipalisg. In addition, there will be various kinds of blue-green algae,
and ifon. and sulphur-bacteria. Such an aquatic flora when alive produces
& pllay stench, and when stirred about in the act of removal by man or
when poisoned with copper-sulphate or some other herbicide, a stench many

times worsa.
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¥hat will beoome of the lake after fatherly HC&D has abandoned the
subdivision six to ten years hence? Will the taxpayers of the Territory be
6bliged to keep up the good and costly work of cleaning up this sump every
faw weeks as the thriving limu orowds ite waters, or will they choose
once and for all to abate the noisome nuisance by £illing the hole with
expenasivae earth or sand purchased from HO&D and hauled in HCXD trucks?

I and most of my nelighbors came to the Mokuleia reglon, beocause it lles
in n Rurel Protective Zone, years before HOXD ever set its profit-sager
eyes along its narrow strip of golden beach, No thank you, we old-timers
prize our wige zoning and resent any one, no matter whether he is an old
resident or a newoomer with loomalimell, blarhey and high-priged law-
yers, attempting to deprive us of our rights, We are confident the Oity
Planning Commisaion, being composed of men very much like ourselves, will
appreciate our justified fears regarding the shrinicage or even loss of
our beach lots and the additional fear of having a filthy, stinking, stage-
nant swamp - a public nuisance - in our midst, We hope the Commission will
decide in our favor; to do otherwlse would be hardly just,

Aloha,

Mokuleia Resident
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