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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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FIELD MUSEUM

OF NATURAL HISTORY

December T, 1967

Dr. Otto Degener
Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii 96791
Dear Dr. Degener:

I am pleased to send you a copy of a portrait of Dr. Sherff
which I had our photographers make in 1961. To me it is an ab-
solute personification of Dr, Sherff as I knew him during his
last years.

So far as I know this portrait has not been published unless
it wes the one used in the Hastings news paper. I certainly would
have given Dr. Bherff copies and it may well be the one Mrs.
Sherff gave the press.

I have nc photographs showing Mrs. Sherff. In fact, it was
never my pleasure to have met her.

T do hope that Halemaumsu put on a show for you. - Mrs.
Williams and I will be teking off for Guatemala late in January
and should see an active volcano or two.

The Season'’s Greetings,

Bi rely,
Louis 0. Williams

Chief Curator
Department of Botany

IOW:ve
Ene.

ROOSEVELT ROAD AT LAKE SHORE DRIVE - CHICAGO, ILLINDIS BO80S * TELEPHANE g22-9410, aRea cope 312
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THLEETOND: D22-0410
AuNA Conk frg

FIELD MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISsTORY
FORMEHLY CHICAGO NATURAL HISTORY AMUSELUSM

ROOSEVELT ROAD AND LAKE SHORE DRIVE

Cnicaco, ILLINOIS sosos

June 23, 1966

Mrs, Earl E, Sherff
1203 8. Church Street
Hastings, Michigan

Dear Mrs. Sherff:

I wonder if anyone has written to say he is preparing an account
of Dr. Sherff for Taxon, the journal for the International Asscciation
of Plant Taxoncmy. This should be done, for certainly Dr. Sherff was i e
one of the better known American botanists.

I have a fair knowledge of Dr. Sherff's works and could prepare an
- account for Taxon if no one else is deoing i1t. Fortunately I had a por-
trait made of him while he was working here a year or so ago.
Dr. Degener in Hawaii perhaps knew Dr. Sherff better than I and
has worked with him for years. If Dr. Degener might care to write for
Taxon, we should be more than pleased to provide a copy of the portrait.
Should you wish me to prepare an account for Taxon, I would be

happy to do so and might hope that you could provide me with data not
available to me here.

Sincerely, _
Louis 0, Williams
Chief Curator

Department of Botany
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95791 Tov. 29, 1967,

Dear Prof.: Willigws:

dsas - 1&;““393 neez'g:}l-‘_gigy h;ng Dv, Bori B. fmrﬂ‘, with
ORTADIY, U lack & gond, arn b photograph of him, T real
wente! Go publish ons of Dpy & Urs, Shorff togother, lmoﬁng?arlﬂd
have greatly approved, Unfortunately the orint from which e Fest
newspa er 8 reproductlon has boen destroyole As an afborthousht, r
1t may be jas namﬂaaitmmt;:srtiagluhgood-!jmthokad |
at the 4 ipping amin,

In your lsiier of June 23 of last yeapr you wrote s, Shesf? you hat
talton 2 Photo of hor husband rocontly, Mas this boen publizhad bofors
and, if vob, could I uso 1t? I Imow Dr, Wolter Hodge has one of him bas,
hovo gon I dontt imow if countless roaders havo alroady sasan i,
#grs is of courss a splendid one in Lo, Soce Hort. Ros, 2, 1962, thab I

ght gi: uado gt the Fleld ltseunm Yov, 20, 1961, Is this parhars yours
after gil

Vo hopo to be back at our mountain housa within a mile of [Alazen Lo
Xmos, and oxuoct Haolemamman o put on a volcanie show Far use

Aloha,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation 1_



The Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library 2,

Otto Degener - © November 1967

‘Needless to say we

preciate very much your help in enlarging
our collection here with reg

d to both portraits and information.
Thank you very much and “ith best regards,

Sincerely yours,

v%-au VR

Theodore W. Bossert
Curator of Portraits ’ H

TWB-hlj

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation{
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cj;uzcgni iy QBE'J‘&!J: Qs!:n"m{mr\t.
He rnaile{r\ me to fie down in green pastures:
& Tetileth e beside the q;]! ol
r‘Hz restoreth my soul-He La:!t('\ me inthe
Patfu of rightecveness for his name$s sahe.
'Ljea. theugh § walk thiough tlw.z vaﬂeg of the.
shadow of cba[;\.q will _fmr no evils
for thmr art with mes ifn‘ rod and
tﬁg s{gﬁ '[[\eg comfert me.
breparest a tn”c Lefofe me in the
presence of mine enemiess
{le' anotntest my fead with oils
my cup runneth over.
Smfg goedness and mercy shafl foffow
me all the days of my fifes and § will
dwell in the house of t[eroni for ever.

In Memory of
DR. EARL E. SHERFF
Date of Birth
MAY 18, 1886
Date of Death
MAY 16, 1966
Services from

LEONARD - 0SGOOD FUNERAL HOME
MAY 19, 1966 1320 P. M.

Clergyman Officiating

RIVERSIDE CEME'I'EHY);

REV. WILLARD H. CURTIs % O
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of HASTINGS v
Interment ‘ . ,w
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July 1, 1986,

Daar Ir, Willisauss

Kra. Sherff forwarded to me your letter of June 25 to
har.

Bl ahed ¥ias liorie C, Neal's obitusery with ny wife for Taxon re-
@n{lg? She wus botanisat at the locsl EBishop Museum, published relatively
1ittle and that only in the Hewsilsn Islands. Krs, legeber & I were sable
to unearth her complete bibliography in the locel library,

Dr, Sherff van a bolend st of Internationsl renown and 1t wouid be abe-
soliutely imposaible for us here in the middle of the Fecifiec to prepare
hlz biblingrephy. He nonogpaphed World-wide genera, and we sre asbgolute-
1y loat when it involvesg any genera or species outside our little world, 3

the Hlawalian Islands, lirs. Degerer & I both feel it were much more sppro-
priate that you, a member of the important Museum where he worked so mi
years, he the suthor of his bloarafh{ rather than I, s more or less glor
fied besoh-comber in far off Hawell (and 30 miles dlatant from the loosl
Mupeun),

o kra, Degener & I feel that Dr. Sherff ls go outstending that it should
not be logleally & pueatior at sll whether you or I write tha blography.
His influenecs on 'Iaxunnminis 80 wlde Lhet you should write the blogrephy
from & World-wide viewpoint, with complets bivliography for Texon; T
should writs s sowewhst more irtimute one ccacentrating on his fiow.,
eontributions, even omitting the Lew, Libliography se thiz would normally
appear in Taxon,

About two weeks mgo, I gent Uy, ven Steenls of the Fiksherberium a
three-parsgrsph note aﬂout Ir, Sherff's passing whiech I presume he will
mblish in the BPulletin of the Flora Malesiane, I sm also working on

8 blogrevhy, but only so far as the Waw, Islends ere coneerned. In
faat, T wrote Theodore W, Bossert of Pittsburghks Bunt Bot., Library
whether he had spy informntion mbout Dr. Sherff, He replied Jure 16 that
he had none excent what ia linted in "Americun ¥en of clence," Whot you
and the Field Yuseum ghould note im thet Bpssart gtates: "Ineldentally,
thia library has just received a huge amount of Dr, Sherff's COXrY en[ Ot
@ence, about 1200 vieces, but it hsp errives oerly rocently, and we have
not Peen able to ~ven sturt going througk {t.” It is & mystery to me
from where these letters onme. Covld it have been the Field Musgeun

Alohs,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




\+ "Smzmrr, Eans EDwAED. A new species of Coreocarpur [, erongsiatii] (Com= 7
positae: Coreopsidinae) from Guerrers, Mexico, Britionin 16: 433, 434.
2 Nov 1864,
Se=— - I ol —==H =
¥ Smzerr, Eant Eowanos. Notes on vasieties of Bidens connota and bybrid with

B. cernua,  Rbodora 67: 59-62. 31 Mar 1065, ¥

“Mus, 28 191-197, 15 ¥
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