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2214 Beverly nd.
Bkln 26

Brooklyn Cellege

Bediord Avenus B Avenus H, Brookiyn 10, N. Y.
Mareh 10, 1954,

Pepartment of Blology
Dear Mr. Cgbb:

Glad you have found the
Aspl. montanum station. I concur in your
caution as to teking people there.

1% occurs to me that you might, 1
an abu.dant source of plants to try in
tne S, uth., Years ago, I made a winter trip
in part of the gorge of Tallulah Falls,
and found montanum more abundant tnan
Aspl, Trichomanes 1ie often found in
ndthern areas,

I do not know the Ice Glen.
Massachussets? I've heard of an "ice gorge"
near the west side of Leke George, and know
tnat Orra Phekps knows about 1t,

I hope my program lets me get
to your place tnis year, Right now, I am
hoping to get to Pilot Knob the eariiest eve
and to stay tne longest. Once there,
I don't know how many trips I can take
at any distance, but snall remain hopeful.
At any rate, I have been very happy to
Tind so many people ready to act as hosts an

LT

Ralph“C, “enedict
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AMERICAN FERN SOCIETY, INC.
Organized 1893—Incorporated 19356
President, RALPH C. BENEDICT

‘Pilot Knob, N. Y.

b, N. Y. The Official Publication of the
{Winter)}—2214 Bevesly Ril.
; 126, N. Y;

Society is the

AMERICAN FERN JOURNAL
An Illustrated Quarterly

Vice-President, DWIGHT M. MOORE
Dept. of Botany and Bacteriology
University of Arkansas

Fayetteville, Ark.

Secretary, MILDRED E. FAUST

501 Univensity Place G e o e

Syracuse 10, N, Y.
Treasurer, RONALD L. M¢cGREGOR
%wd{h?w
ety of Kansas %
T rehiee: KaAness Mir. Boughton Cobb

180 Madison Ave.,
New York, N. .Y.
Dear My. Cobb:

Editorial Board

C. V. MORTON

Smithsonian Inst., Washi 25, D.C.

RALPH O. BENEDICT

Filot Knob, N. Y.

(Winter) —2214 Beverly Rd.

Brooklyn 26, N. Y.

IRA L. WIGGINS

Dudley Herbarium, Stanford U., Calif.

A. C. SMITH

Smithsonian Inst., Washis 25, D.C.
Librarian and Curator of Herbarium

ROLLA M, TRYON, JR.

Missouri Botanical Garden

St. Louis 10, Mo,

First, I want to express my appreciation of
the chance for the Fern 8 clety members to visit your gerden
and nearby woods. It ie tlo bad we d1d not have double the
nugber., I hope you will no% mind if, as occasion arises,

I mention your garden to corrsspondents as somethine they

should see. I certainly envy you Capnnectiont,

Litchfield,

and the terrain, with ligmptone, brook, and all the rest.

A letter came today from the Memn's farden
Cyub of New York, a repres-ntative of the Flower Show com-
mittee. They plan to sgt up a live fern exhibit next M reh

Tw. Allison's second article and came in.

&% the International F owsr show and want advice sbout forc-
ing ferns. I think I can find an exfra copy of the reprint
contéining kre. Thurston's article?qIt sounds 1ike an ex-

o cellent opportunity to spread the gdspel. There seem t0 be

a lot of people who are just walting to learn that theve is
sueh an organization, Two Joined recently who saw & refer—

ence in a Beronla Sge. publica ion. Two from N. H., saw

If 1t works out right, I would 1like %o set
up a Fern Soclety commlittee to act in an advieory capaclty,

to include the Thurstons, You and Mr. Fpster,

and two or

three more, We ousrht to be able to spread our story 1n

sueh a eonnesction. I've even had a pipe fbeam that the Fern
Soc'ety micht get ambitious and set up ite own Intern. Flower
Show exhibit; could be pletures of pardens; herbarium spec-

imene, spore cultures; Wardian cases.

About the sensitive fern pleture, I've been
wondering whéther it would make a better baslance to include
on one end a lset year's fertile leaf, and the fresh one

on the other,

Aca'n many thanke for a fine day...I tried
out the morels but can't agree with scmeone who recently
aald they were the best of all mushrooms. Maybe they got

tou old, or weren't coocked just right.

Bincerely,

Pllot Knob on Wednesday, for ten deys.

/g%;gf:sé? /ﬁiwudh¢

Ralph £.

enedict
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FERN ACRES
PILOT KNOB, N. Y.

Teb, 7| 1962
Dear Bough:

ive teo get your letter and to be correcled a
gbout the Fern Valley picture, I had forgotten that the
Waghington fern garden project had been given the Fern
Valley name, Paul Battech "as TFern Seo. member from
1911, He Tas an invertebrate zoologist With the Nat, Mus-
eumy, I believe. It Was in 1954, as I recall it, that the Fern
Sopiety had ameeting a2t his place, one of the old 1Bth
eentury house on Gunston 1lall Rd., as I recall, in Lorton,
fe had a very elaborate and successful "Fern Valley" Whigh
ineluded sore naturally occurring Ophioglossum,. That Vas
the year T thek ¥e Went on to Dismal SWamp., Incidentally,
some celsa x intermedia I found there still seems to do
Tell in a special natural plot in gy acreage.

liaveyou heard anythig about Csnrad Morton? I7rote
kim around Christmas to ask ho¥ things Were but havehad no
ans%er,

I'11 be glad to have that "Yashingion "Fern Valley"
picture back to put With my C'irsimas cards, if you have it.
¥ill hope sometime get a note off to the ladies, I
Wondered Who Was sending me a pisture from the Dartsch
home, fe had died a f&“ years,Juck;

to me, Last 7eek it looked lag if I night be spending a
feW days in the big city, s 5vting this Week, then to
Waghington ¥ith my family ti for a fe¥ days, Finally
it seemed best to stay on he 2t least for some time fur-
ther, ¥You Would have heard| f¥o# me if T had got dom
there,

Tittle setivity on 3ur part With ferns right no¥ but
I do pess freguently hundxpds of fertile 1vs of Onoclea
gticking up through the sno¥ in varions moist places
amd mostly, I believe, mot yet dehisced,

An 21most elear ice cover of the 1lake, A short spell
With a feV inches of snoW cover, thrned to slush =nd then
haok to glare ige., It makes for interesting sunsets across

toTard the West,., I get into my Woodlot most every day
With an axe to "harvest" one or more "ripe" trees of moder-
ate size, or culls that need to make room for sometung
better, For real harvest, I get in a man With = ohizn saW,

We1l, I'11 probablu get to fto"n sometime before summerl

A e s

i
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FERN ACRES
PILOT KNOB, N. Y.

June 8, 1962,
Dear Boughs

Awfully sorry to hear you have been laid up in the
hospital., I can imagine the Sharon hospital Would be an improve=-
meut on the sort of NeW York hospitals I have had experience in
or visited,, but that is only slight mitigation, I'1l send thié.
to Falls Village on the assumption you are no¥ bpack home,Do
{;aurce, raised by

|
‘plntsﬁ

you "ant any fresh hart's tongue -Jameswill

Matt Eannz Probably you have your on mat!
¥y six days in the ecity cnmpriz_ seven special

meals, in Bkln, lManhattan, and W, J. 4And éﬁo i, D, visits,
A good bill of health from a general physic;*, and nothing
I did not knoW from my oculist, I ford rocky streams and climb
do™n steep feclivitics With more deliberation thau formerly,
and of course, read less, but I am not muech inhibited from
Jevel Walking, or from axe and saW Work in my Woodlot,Marked
a tally sheet today "nile a State conservation forester, recorded
size and number of logs in a econsiderable series of pines and
hemlocks, When he sends me his summary of board feet, I'1l
see Whether I can get a logzerWorking nearby to harvest tue trees
selected. The fifteen acres covered should be betier for the
removal,

sent back a short proof of "Lycopodium spores, five
f#ollars a pound” to Ira Wiggins today,

Sa¥ my celsa x intermedia from Dijsmal sWarp today. It is
flourishing.

A1l the best, W

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Dear Boughj~Perhaps this carbon Will convey a notion of a part

of our resent meeting. The finds Were filix-mas x mrisimka, found by

Ruth Allison, and Goldie x marg, Ve also had a fmfrginalis

Woharacters"; Mrs, Bain "as one, "I have 49 spp in my garden,'"She

;zntﬁdhaglin{on“agd Boottii,iind Tryﬁn ga{e her one of each, To be sure
o 1 as a juvenile, verhaps

Was the g{d lgdy Who climbed a':rai'y o f"?"Hlf ﬂfﬁmther

“gay Tryonss

faak in Pilet ¥nob, Yitb a Welgome raim faliing over the
land and the lake, I am raannins With real pleasure the recent
w eting in Vermont, It Was certaiuly a vgry different type of
£ia1d %rip from those you bave taken in 5 ubh Agerieca but 1t
had its unusual finds- the t¥e Tryapteris Wbrids. I koo¥ those in

attandance "ers W that you oame =znd and I a1 sure Rolla's
t:ll;'gava them momezhing to taink about and to Wep in
mind,

T Wys surprised that D, Clintoniane turned u in t¥o separatdd
vlaces, along the road above leading and a% the Tilixemas stations
in ear ler trips led Harold Rugf, I hed galned the ression
that this species ¥as hard to Tind, I have one observation
rve the plant you eolleoted and gavé to Urs, Faime I do mol
bvelieve that is really C-intoniana. It ig a typs "hich I have
noted ovor the years and have tentatively labellsd 1% Ciint, x
aristata though I do not recall no” *hether I Thumd itn the
doys ¥hen I Tas using tbe mieroscope fo discovey Whether
my finds ¥ave sterile or not, To o it hag al%ays looked 1ike an
over=pize cristata and and ¥ith the ne” ohromoscme regimey
I am Vondering Yhether there ie any chance that it might
be an ootorlold oristate, ssauming that 1t 1s fartile,

leyeabouts D, ~lintoniana 18 a common speoies, ese
pecially at ths i lo7er altitudes, Laks Geo iles Dbet¥een
riagsn &t about the southeast "cormer” of the Adirondagks, and
veteen the first ridges snd and im lo¥ Woodlunds outside the
Adirondeck massif, it is abundant, Cristata tends to ‘be
very much less freguent, If nﬁoﬂunity permits I should
he bappy to shoW you some of nearby sites,

Sinacerely,

Ralph 2. Bensdiot ~

slope despite the Way a long Wool coat got in the Way of her fegt,
_Tryon gave them a good'lesson in eg:a.cti%ggg_gf digerimination=-
intermedia and inter, x spinulosa, He 5till goes along =
varietal classif, of the Gray manual and B & B, lMakes me think
of Oontad in general configuration and bearing. It 7 Ty 2
e e alugg'.‘ gu on a earing t "as very good to

?1e_§.se exouse this labor-saving device for conveying a bit
of ne¥®s, Hope you are making the best progress.

a4
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Falls Village, Connecticut.

August 1llth, 1962.

Deax Ralph:

Thank you for your "queer"letter which I enjoyed. If you get a
chance send me more of a play-by-play desceiption of the fern meeting.
I am writing Hop today to get his version. I was so gorry to misa
it all. What do you mean when you say that Rollo Tryon gave the
folks a good lessor in "exactitude of discrimination”? I take

it from this remark that you might be becoming a member of the
Splitters and following my"old friend" Dr. Wherry who has probably
ereated more species in the last few years than did Linnaeds.

I am up and about again but not too active - expect the weeds will
all be dead by the time I get at them,

Kindest regards from us both,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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To tebbh
19w - 186 3

FERN ACRES
PILOT KNOB, N. Y.

Tryon, a8 perhaps you may knoW¥, is patterned in build, manner, an
and conservatism after Conrad, Intermedia, Clintoniana,
and didatata are all vars., “hen he Was suggested as the possible
sucecessor of Con ad as editor of the Ferm Journal, I spoke
for Wiggins, the alternative proposal them., Tryon of course has
had a real graduate background but so far as I knoW, no teaching
experience ¥hich, T think, amelikorates What could be a purelu
technicd and research approach to beginning texonomy,

The filix-mas x marginalis bind is all to Ruth Alldon's credit,
T Was not thinking al ut it and she Was the one Who took a
piece of leaf from the paricular plant and br ught it ¥Wo me,
No¥ I have exfellent pjotographs of that, of "hde 1lvs of f-m and marg,
and of enlarged pinnae of both, together With similar ones of
the Zold, x marg., I searched for an found in the Proctorsbille gap.
While I spendim some seven or more Weeks in Yashingtonm looking
after t%o g randchildren While their parents are England I
hope to White a commentary on the pictutes, if Ira W
agrees about their publication. (Sept. 23 o4 24 - Oct, 7 or 8, Bert
Davis Will be there doing some research in Johnsoniana as part of
a sabbatical,

No@" outdoor Work calls,

Regards to Edith,.

! 7@7/1//

LA L A f7{rw«/ JC7 7

™

Lt
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@)
NAA
> FERN ACRES sim
PILOT KNOB, N. Y.

df%;f“ hoe  hod Q}(ﬂ’?'{—;wﬂ""‘l——
Dear ™Dugh: Sept. 1, 1963

During the summer, I had ooccasl-n %o bring a couple grand-
children into a gonsideretion of of & fern experiment- with oneclea.
tne Just from gensral intersst, the nther because he had a make-—
up esslgnment o f1ll out & term's work in sclence. I think the
results will interest you go I'Ll Jot them dnown.

Cn June 18; I mowed & plot of sensitive fern about ten Peet
square with § 1s fern the only ground cover. That was with the fipst
grandehilld. July 6, I inspected the plot with the other one who had
%o present an experlemnt when he returns to A pdover.

An adloining plot, and much more sspace ¢ vered b thls
fern was left untouched for oommrisnn,

Result: The exp. plot prnduced s pond number &@ ohius-
ilobata. These ranged con iderably in degree of change. Spme were
lerge and with lmge green leafletg. CGthers had small 1f%e., and
one or two were "Lorjhserioid’.

I am tejytg grpreting the variation in the forma
&8 perhaps related f btazes of develrpment in the fertile
1f primordia. It Wolld spem ag if this migh% be tested another year
by advancing the b T 'mbwingn.

cne oths agtinyg was obtained in another plot of
oneclea which was shaded by alders, elms, etc. I cut down the
woody plants so %h & maybe L5 £t sq. was exposed fio full s nlich
Thlg was done in a ly. We had, as perhaps you did, a particulariy
dry hot% July, ALL e Laze 1ve of Oneclea-vegz. hype, shrivelled

and fturned brown. day, after a rather ra ny Aucust, plenty

of these plants had produced new veg. Lve from next year's primordia,
Some hed elready fovmed good normal fertile Lva, so ao the

basis of such successinn was demonstrafied. I expect condltions

of weather, eftc., may occur not infrsquently and Cnocles seems S0
plastiic that 1% can respond.

Tﬁo things from the Vermont trip.

% lesast Bl in attendance, some perhape youncer members of
Tamllles although I am not sure they were counted in that number.
Appropristely the trip produced the la=%t I heard 61 dlstinct forms,
Donovan Correll ls a dynamo, and fturned up Igoetes in the little
E 1fin Lgke. The filix-mas site ylelded four planfic of marg. cross,
%o add fio two found last year. We had attendsnce from Cal, Nebr., Ho.,
Apkansas, Perm, Chio, Ky, Tenn and the easfern states, Pufh came
along with Hop at the last. I have an dlea it may be the ‘Last the two of
us engineer for Vt.

: The other l%em:iOfflcers, present and recent, were dus fe f
dlsuces the Journal and seemed agreed p-p. arficles should have

Elintinstitute for Botartical Bbeumentati
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AIRMAIL

Dr. Raiph C. Benedict
Fern Acres
PILOT ENOB, NEW YORK.
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FERN ACRES
PILOT KNOB, N.Y.

Mareh 11, 1985
Dear Boush:

Back in Pilot Knob, and savorinh the experience. Washine-
ton vislt was fun; my daughter, Rnth, dld as she llkes tn do, tinook
Bert and me on an improving expedition-tn see the Nead Sea Sernlls
at thr National Nuseum. Yesterday we bussed back to the city, epent
the night at a friend's apartment in Tudor C4ty, an roode north in
& sparkling day, with practically nnthine to be seen to remind is
that we are still in the winfer season. Up here, more of the same,
and the speculatiion 1s-Will Lpke -eorge lce go out in Mnreh? Yle
elm trees were in flower in Washineton. Nntling like tha §7?o but

but where walking over nur slopes was treacherous ten or/so

days ago, 1t's bare ground now and it is anybo

happen next. I'm just anticipatine tye appearanc

mist through the foresgt stretches, and all the
the season.
?aube this eard may infterest you. It remiinds me that
I eaid I wound send you one or more c¢nples of my\ Nephrolepis work.
Wa@nor‘t cafd is in answer tno a crmplimenfary cnﬁﬁggz on his bune-
eraphy of C.Oebandnd. .
Here 1s a tracine of the "pill shooter with dimensions way
tio larpe because traced nurside thé actual structures. I tried %o
dn & rub-on reproductinn,
My trup had three pﬂenaant-reataurant meals tn remember; a
gnod shore place in fuilford, C.nn., Kine Wu with you, and the Ccel-

dental in Washineton with my daurhter, Ruth.

Best, W ‘W (’M

-

-(( fmn T 21’»-1"‘6’

.,Q\ Mot 7
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FERN ACRES
PILOT KMNOB, N.Y.
March 18, 1965

Dear Bough:

Enclosed are twr ltems; & carbnn of a new article
by Weegner, and my letter to him in reply. ©nly the ms needs
te be refurned.. Mgybe you ean turn c=lsa up in Cenn.

Bert and I are back here after a secondary trip
tn see daughter Byth and fally in Washineton. S,w the Dead Sea
Serolls at the Nat. Museum there; on loan from Xing Hussein
for a short i e.

It was good to get back here, %o meet Nature in
its varlety of moods ané to carry on the sort of thing my
father's brother used to do on the farm on Popple Swamp Road
out ~f Cnrnwall Bridege; most immediately, providing fireplace
fuel from a big white oak which lightning killed two or three
years ago. Burning brush after a 1 umbering job of two
years back in my woodlot has occupled parts of sixteen days
through the winter.. Watehing the frozen lake, clear lce most
of this winter and threatening our docks whenever the sun shnes
on it. Ice cutting by a man with a chain saw has probably carried
it safely thrrush the ice sheet sftage. Now 1t remains to be
seen whether, when the ice goes ouf, & strong wind comes
alone to produce results arainst which there will be no defence,
A neighbor's dock was up-ended in Jgnurary by the sun-warmed
ice until it now stands tupped up &t nearly a 80 degree afihle.
& stone-filled crib dock.

To be sure, I am glad I live
tral heating, an eleetric Etzve iceb
iences, but with those profe Eé?%na Jun,

nd all
/ |

& house with cen-
, and other conven-
8, I like the feel-

ing that outside is Nature, [a 1t# manifestationg.

| # /
/ L
And, of cﬁurseL I like/fn travel in foreien
cuieines for which the city/is necegfsary. I should have added

to my stock of pooni tea. pound fis low. I tried a slice of
waw gingper the other day, & brief /exposure, and liked it. I
can't say that I have ifs /fdetergent! effect.

{] e i

I suppose part nfimy enjoyment nf being here may
be due to eyesight difficylties. I enuld not follow the old
pattern of library and mibcoscope Af I wanted to. However,
yeste fay I achieved one juseful by-product of my deferiorated
eyes. I ent a certification that will gpive me another fax
decduction.

Sincerely,

g /ﬁ/ﬂ
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MISTAIRE LABORATORIES
152 GLEN AVE.
D ‘3 MILLBURN, NEW JERSEY

e 07041
September B, 1965

Mr. Boughton Cobb,
116 East 66th St.,
New York 21, New York.

Dear Mr. Cobbs
"qﬂ}roapectua. During the past

ﬁhe 'vhone to be certain you
Yend you might glve 1t a kind

The booklet we sent you wag
two months we tried to reach you
still wanted 1t. We thought as &8
word,

The printers gave us & long mérry~go-round but finally comple ted
it the last week in June. I received 500 copies May lst without
gold on the cover, and the back jacket upside down to the front. The
cardboards were sealed around the books without the cover, so that
it took five minutes to open each, contrary to all instructions, so
I sent the whole business back on the same trck.

If you still reslly want it,¥ shall send you A complimentary

BODY o SEAEL SUS
Cordially yours, .
: |ﬂo‘ﬁﬁmgé?tf§ﬁ%’““

Heseit e ]
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