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All communications sha

addressed to.

THE DpEcTOR

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,
KEW, SURREY.
4th Usy, 1929,

Denr Mr. Gilmour,

Ong of Profegsor Holden's men at Hottinsham i
gamins to Waw next week for a fortnizht te work fm tlie
ferns in order to sea how he likes tlie group. He taok his
dezree 1 yenr ov Lwo ago, has a sirong texpnomic beny;
and. i3 applying for ths vacancy here in the aatam,

I shall be glad ©o hazar | 111

)1..39 wt. We nave just £illed '1 few yacancisa
to flowering olanta and I do not think that
-3e angbher yacaney just al oresent, T. uEh
almost certainly bd sne before vnx'} lovg.

fom =ork apoeals

want to harry jog At allBa in view

of the man next weak I 3hnald Like t0 know ‘wow
yaa fael townrds “forns and whethier yoa would like to
congider the fern posl or whether you have definitely
decided to un*n it'domm. If you decide on thea latier
coarae I hone very much you may 3till come to Kew and
aanly- § u.n& nexu phanevogamic yacaney which ogeurs. If
youd rM”" like the 3uabi: ot T am agre bhare ig 8 chance

! nere for _,'JJ to et on.

Yoara-aincersly,

ALY (ot

L- Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation 1
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All commanications should be ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,
addreised to

KEW, SURREY.
25th Juna, 31929,

THE DIRECTOR

Dear lNr. Gilmour,

1 do net know whet you are thinking of dolne
now that you have successfully dealt with your Tripos,
but as I told you when I saw you here last, thera will
bs a vagancy 1la theyHerbarium at the beginning of
September which wild be duly advertiszed in Nature,

Hormally this post should be on the Oryptogamic
stde; but I think It is possible we should be atile to
adjust matters in such o way that our new assistent will
riot be rsgquired te glve the wheole of his time to ths
Cryptogams.

I shoujd bz glad to kmoWw whsither ycu would cars
| to be considered for the post if it was half time @®@voted
to the Phanerogams and half to Cryptogsms, as I rather
| gatherad from what you sald that ths Cryptogams did not
at prassnt interest you so much as the Tlowering plants.

hera directly, as you would have to coms bafcrs & 3slection
Gonml ttee with othsr people who may apply to be considered
for the post. I sghell be very glad to know whether you
are still wishing to gat a post in connection with
herbarium work, and, if so, whather you would llke fe ba con=
sidered for the post at Kew when Lt Tells wvaecant,.

\ As I think you know,I cannot offer you a post

l Yours sincsraly,

Clotiorir Kl
. —— =t
I =
John 5.L. Gilmour, Zs0.,
| 21, OGloucestar Place,
! Fortman 2quars;
W

| |
\
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All ications should be add i to
THE DIRECTOR

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,
KEW, SURREY.
gth Jemiary, 1830,

Dsar Gilmour,

Many thanks feor your latter of January 8th
with enclosure from M. Ls Brun, which I raturn.

I am extremely disappointsd that the French
people have found som2body to f111 ths vacancy, and
that therefors your chance of taking part in this
interesting excurslion has besn lost. I very much
regret that T ralsed your hopes in the matter in ths
way I c¢id, as I understood when I hsard of ths vacancy,
that there would be no difficulty sbout it., I am
afraid the delay caused by the New Ysar may have spoilt
your charnces,

Chipp ls very sorry that he 1s not to have you
as a companion, and I am sxtremely sorry that you ars
riot able to go, as I fes]l sure the combination of you
and Chipp would have been very interssting and most
useful,

Yours sincarely, |

.

(ot hmnd P

e
s =

J. Gilmour, Esq,,
Clars bllags,
Cambridge.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation |
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BOTANY SCHOOL,
CAMBRIDCE.
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""" p6th Fabruary, 1932.

A

w2

-

Dear Dr. Hendle,

I sm enclosing the manuseript of
the "Schedse" for the Journal of Fotany sbout which
dr, ¥, T, Stearn has written to you. I must
spologlise for the delay in completing it. This has
been entirely due to me, es I have been sbie to find
very little time in my new post for work of my own.

Steesrn arranped vith you, I think,
for us to have raprints for cutting up and stteching
to the Exsiccstse, I hope you willl not mindi my
ssking if you can srrange for the publicstlon of
thesa notes es soon ms possible, ms ssversl sxchange
arrengaments sra belng held up owing to my deley in
putting tha memuscript into shepe.

As regerds the ME8 itself, although it
is rather full of corrections, I hopes 1t is in s Pit
state for the printer., 1T suggest that tha llet of
synonyms after the main hasding shouli bs in smallar
type then the rest of the letier press, so ac Lo save
gppce. I have press-marked ssch "Scheds" for largs
Clarenion, small cspitels, small Clarendon, snd
ftalles; snd I hope that the general ley-out 1s elesr,
#r. Stesrn whose address ls 22 Victorls Fosd,
¢smbridge, *11l correct the proofs If you could
arrange for them to be forwmariel to him,

Poth 4r. Steern sni myself sre grataeful
to you Por glving ue the opportunity of publishing
these notes in the Journsl of Potsny snd I must
apologise sgeln for the delsy in senilng you the

mpmuscript.
Yours very truly,

Dr. A. B. Kendle; F.i.S.,
"Tallend" ,

The Mount ST ¥
o hoants o, LEATHERHEAD. ASSIETANT DIRECTOR.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,
KEW, SURREY.

All
T DIRECTOR.

30th «srch, 1932.

Dear Dr. Hendls,

I am enclosing tha 45 of an
Enc. articls on the Cambrlidge University Herbarium,
for which I am hoping you imay be able to find
room in the Journal of Boteny.

It is rather long, I am afrsid,
and,1f you sccept it, perheps 1t could appear
elther In seversl parts or as a supplslent.

I hope you will agrss that 1t
1s desirsble to have on racord the history snd
extent of the Cambridge Herbarium and that the
present article should both be useful to
systematlc workers and slso stimlate incressed
activity at the Herbarium,

I wonder 1f there 1ls any news yet
of Stasrn's Schedae from the printers, He ls
becoming increasingly anxlous to learn the fate
of it!

Yours sincerely,

,'_‘____._..—-
Waskl o Uit o aliking |
3 Ba
5 }l b ‘.,_\‘1« | 9 .'._.,.1];?\.-! \ |
r., A, B, Rendle, F.i.S5., ’ o
D ﬂTallang."; =Sy Ghonahan il Gritseald ‘|

The sount,
Fetcham Park,
LEATHERHEAD .

= Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Dear Dr. Rendlse,

Thank you for your letter and for
returning the Cambridge Herbarium KS.

We might perhaps try the Cambridge
Phil.Soc., as being more nearly concerned with
Cambridge matters.

Many thanks for your halpful notaes
on the ES. I had intended golng through it
again. I sent it on to you just as I received it
from Tutin at Cambridge, and your remarks will be
very useful in revising it.

I am glad that you expect news of
the Schedae shortly.

Yours sincarely,

Dr. A. B, Rendls, F.R.S.,
"falland",
The Mount,
Fetcham Park,
LEATHERHEAD,Surrey.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




258h April, 1632,

Dear Dr. Blackman,

last autumn 1 discusssd with Profasssor
Seward the publication of the descriptive notss to
ageompany t¥0 sats of exsiccata praparsd by #. T. Stearn
(of Bowes and Bowes) and myself. They ars being issudd
as a eontribution from tha Botany School Harbarium
and Professor ceward agreed that the Botany School would
pay somsthing tomarda the ocost of pablization. At the
tims we had no means of estimating this. How, howavar,
Dr. Rendls, as aditor of tha Journal of Botany in which
we hops the notes will appear, has obtained an estimate
from tha printsrs as 0 the o233t of printing, Ssparates,
ete. The amount is £32,0f which the Journal of Botany
is ﬂuing to pay £16. I am writing to you, in the
Frofessor’'s absencs, to ask how much you think the Botany
School w»ill b2 2bla t2 pay towards tha cost of publication,

The sum is rather larger than I had
anticipated and neithsr Stearn (naturally) not I (after
sxponese of moving into a new housel!) will find 1t easy
to raise very much! s hava taken considarabls troubls
over ths preparation of ths exsiccata and, as nothing
of the kind has evsr been issued from the Botany 5chool =
ind rarsly from Britain - befors, I very much hope that
the Botany School may ba abla to help towards its
publication. The sets ars intended for institutions all
Ovar the world and should halp to spread tha knowledge
that Cambridge possesses a Harbarium and that work is
being done thers. stearn would give you any further
details if you desirsd them.

#ith kind regards,

oy Yours sincerely,
gg;-a; g;hﬁ}ﬁ‘:“"‘“' FeRaSes  (84)JOHNS, L. GILMOUR,

CA#BRIDOE Asst. Direcior
}+ L

ASSISTANT DIRECTUR. |

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation |
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12th #ay, 1832.

Dear Dr. Blackman,

Many thanks for your letter about
the exsiccata notea., Frofessor Seward mentioned
no definite sum in our oconvarsation, as wa had no
figures to go on at the time. Porhaps the best
thing to do would be for me to write direct to
pProfessor Seward in America apd put the facts
before him. I would not suggest bothering him
on holiday, exoept that thes mattesr, having been
delayed, is rathar urgent; 2 good deal of exchange
activity is being held up.

. If yon agree to this course, I would
be very grataful if you could write fairly soon,
and also if you would kindly give me Professor
Seward's American address.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. F. F. Blackman, F.R.5.,
Botany School,
CAMBRIDGE.

HuntInstitute for Botanical Documentation




BOTANY SCHOOL,
CAMBRIDCE.
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Dear Dr. Randle,

Stearn has told ms ths printers’
estimata for the Schedas of which you have thas
KS, and that the Journal of Rotany will
contribute £16 out of the £352. As Profassor
Seward is in America it is difficult to find out
at once how much the Botany School at Cambridge
will contribute, but, to avoid delay, I am
praparad to garantee the remaining £16 without
hearing from him, I prssume that the printing
can now go forward. 7T think Stearn asked you in
a pravious letter il you would kindly send the
proofs to him for corrsction.

Could you let me know how scon you
will actually want the £16% The longer this can
be put off - provided, of course, tnat the
printing is not delayed - ths more convenient it
would be for mel

Yours sinceraly,

Dr, A. B« Rendle, F.R.S5.,
"mlland",
The Mount,
Fatenam Fark,
LEATHERHEAD o

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




BOTANY SCHOOL,
CAMBRIDCE.

30 June, 1932.

My dear Gilmour,

Now that I have returned I must
without delay deal with your letters relating
to a grant toward the cost of publication of
the herbarium notes. As I told you some time
ago, I am in sympathy with the publication of
such notes and the only difficulty is the finan-
clal one. Our pesition has not improved since
we had our original conversation. If, however,
you still require £16 we will contribute £10
from this Depertment, but I do not at present
feel justified in recommending more than this.
Will there not be some return from the sale of
reprints, which might make up the remaining £6%
I shall, however, be glad if you will let me
know the present position and tell me what you
think of my suggestion.

My wife and I have had a wonderful time,
and various betanists enquired after you, but
it is impossible for me to remember who they
were. 1 hope you are now comfortably settled
in your house and that everything goes well.
It will, I trust, not be long before I pay you
a visit, and I should particularly like to do
so in the near futbturs.

With our kindest regards,
I am,
Yours sincarely;é;
“E e -g

—

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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gnd July, 1832,

ity dear Master,

¥any thanks for your letter.
I realise that financlal times are very bad and
I thank you very much for offering to contribute
£10, which 1 gratefully acocept, towards the
publication of the Schadae. Would there be any
objsction to utilizing any money which may rasult
from selling the Herbarium sets in helping towards
paying off the remaining £6% I do not think that
w2 shall make very much out of reprints.

(" The present position 1s that, having
written to Rendle in May saying that, if nscessary, |
I wonld guarantse the whole £15, he said that he 1
hoped to start printing in the July number of the
Journal. GSines then I have heard nothing, so I
suppose there has been dome delay. 1 do not expect
the demand for the £16 will come in for soms time.
|

I am very glad that you and Hrs
Seward had such & good tims in America, Did you
maot Dr. S5ames again, who worksd in the room in the |
nssum before the Congress? |

Ws shall be very pleased to sse you |
any time you can manage to come along. We hava a
bed in which I think you would bs fairly comfortable. i
Just let ue know when you would 1like to come. |

With kindest regards to Mrs Seward
and yourself, |
Yours sincerealy,

o .
iy ~ i 2
prof, A. C. Semard, S0.D., F.R.Sa, 1—‘;\".?'& R .20 .
Botany School, b
CAMBRIDGE.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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PS: As I have to leave bafora this letter
oan be typed, I am asking Mr. Ormsby to sign ";‘.
it for me, '|‘
{
| Il
1\
R
Y
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BOTANY SCHOOL,
CAMBRIDCE.

12 Mey, 1033.

Dear Gilmour,

Thenk you for sending me the
typescript,which is a rether formidsble
document. I have looked through the intro-
ducteory part end have made & few verbel
alterations, tut I will go through it agein
and let you see my sugrpestions.

The next thing 1s to decide what to do
with it. It will probebly cost & good deal
to print and I am not sure whether we could
persuade any journal to take it without a
subsidy, but I will think it over and let
you know what T decide.

Yours very sincerely,

oo

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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BOTANY SCHOOL,
CAMBRIDCE.

10 June, 1933,

Dear Gilmour,

I have obtained an estimate for
the printing of the account of the herbarium
and it emounts to £12 10s. ©0d. T should
l1ike to add a short reference to two important
herbaria recently received, namely a large
collection from Kr Little end a still larger
British hertarium from the late Mr Bickham.

T am afraid we must not spend sven
£12 1ps. 0d. at present from our own funds
as we have to save every prenny we can in view
of the new buildings, which are sbout to be
begun. 1Is there any chence of the Kew Bulletin
printing the typeseript as a supplement an
charging pert of the expense to this Department?
This was supgested st a staff meeting yesterday,
and T promised to send it on to you. T Bm cer-
tainly anxious to do scomething with the type-
seript, and the guestlon is. - what?

Yours sincerely, bﬁ
B oiran
///7

.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




11th June, 195d.

Dear Professor Hwward,

Hany thanks for your letter regarding
the herbarium list. I am afraid thot there is no
possibility of this being published as a supplement
to t he Kew Bulletin ac the Stetionery Office would
not sanetion it unless it wae definitely to do with
Kew. There is, however, just & chance th:t I might
be eble to utilise a certain fund which we have
availsble here, snd I would be grateful if you could
let me know how much of the £12:10/- you think the
Boteny School could pay, =nd I will then explore
the matter further.

Yours sincerely,

(S9) JOWN S. L GILMOUR,
asst, Directop,

Prof. A. C. Seward, SceDey FeReSay
The Botany School,
CAMBRIDGE.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




. BOTANY SCHOOL,
CAMBRIDGE.

| 15 June, 1833.

Desr Gilmour,

' I have been thinking a good deal
about the pamphlet and my conclusion is that

‘ we ought to publish it and bear the whole cost
in the hope of getting some of the money back

| from sales. T reslize, of course, that we must
present a good meny coples, but, on the other
hand, I think we might reasonably sell some.

I em returning the typescript to you becsuse
I went you Lte lock st a few supgested alteretions
I heve made. I heve written & short preface on
whieh T shsll be glad to have eritiecism. T sug-
pest thet you add your depree and title and you
might 2lso add Tutin's B.A. end his College. I
think T am right in sltering Bunbury on page 4
te Sir Charles Bunbury. It occurs to me that pos-
sihly some reference might be mede to the collec-
tion of plents which Holttum end myself brought from
Greenland in 1921, aa the collection was a fairly
representative one, but you mey have good resson

‘ for omitting thkia collection.

| T shall be gled to have the typescript back
at your convenience so thet I may have it put in
hand by the Press before the summer prices are
superseded.

Yours slincerely, ggz
RAAerar= ._35({""'
/_‘_’_ |

e

W

™ -
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( From THE BOTANY SCHOOL, CAMBRIDGE.

23 June, 1933.

Dear Gilmour,

I have this morning
sent to the University Press
the pemphlet. T am gled you
think the Prefece suitsble, I
heve nlso edded 2 reference to
Holttum end myself.

It would certainly be & very
great help if you could refer to

the pemphlet in the Kew Bulletin
when 1t hes been printed.

Yours sincerely,

@c_éﬂ}

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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26th June, 1938.

Dear Professar Seward,
Many thanks for your letter.
I am very glad to heur th t the pamphlet
- hae gone to presc and I shall look forward
to its appesrsnce in due course. idany
tnanks again for the trouble you heve tuken
over it.

Youre sincerely,

Prof. A. C. Seward, F.R.8.,
The Boteny School,
CAMBRIDGE.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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BOTANY SCHOOL,
CAMBRIDCE.

22 August, 1933.

My dear Gilmour,

I returned from Icelend yesterday
and found your letter and the proof. I do not
feel as competent as you are to add initials to
the names of collectors end it is quite possible
that some of them cennot be obtained. I feel,
however, that at Kew it would be easier to find
some of them than it 1is for me here, especially
as Gray is awey on hollday. I shall, therefore,
be greatly obliged if you will kindly have enother
look st the proof and do whet you e¢sn to fi11 in
the gaps before I send it to the Press for a re-
vised proof.

I sm not sure whethker it is worth while to
alter the phrases on page 34, I neturally want
to keep the cost of corrections as low as possible
though, on the other hand, we must get the things
as correct as possible. It seems to me that you
might be able to get some valuable help from some
of the people in your herbarium.

If you are likely to come to Cambridge between
now and October we might together do something, =s
you will probably wish to consult specimens in the
herberium here. I am sorry to give you this trouble
but I do not feel very competent to take the responsi-
bility myself.

With my best wishes,

I am,

Yours sincerely;
. 1 /
encl.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




28th August, 19388,

My dear Professor Seward,

Many thanke for your letter of L7th Auguets
1 am very sorry that I have not snewvered it beifore but the
Director has been away and 1 have been very busy. 1 am
going eway myeelf at the end of the week for three weeks'
holiday and when I returm I will eertainly do what I can to
correct the proofs of the herbarium papers. When I sent it

back to you I em afraid I forgot that there would not be any- |

one there to help you, or of course I would heve done 1%

myselfs
1 do not know whether 1 shall be able to get
.| to Cambridge before Uctober, but if I possibly can I will
| do s0. _
¥ith very kind regards to Mrg, Seward
and yourself,

Youre sincerelys

P!'Ofossel' A-G.ﬂewnl'd, SB-D., F. Re By
Botany School,
Cambridge.

/ S h ‘;J’wm '
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18th #ay, 132,

Dear Haster,

Firstly 1 must apologise for troubling
you with a business matter when you ars on holiday, but
it is rather urgent.

Parnaps you remsmbar our discusaing last
autumn the publication in the Journal of Botany of
desoriptive notes to go with a set of exsiccata, preparad
by Stearn and myself, to ba distributed from tha Botany
s0nool in exchange for foreign material or money. At
that time we daid not know how much the printing of extra
sets for fixing to the sheets would goset, but you said,

I think, tnat the Botany School would be praparsd to help
financially in the matter, The exsiscata and notes are
now ri?ianed and have been acoepted by Dr. Rendls for the
Journal.

The total cost of printing, ete., is £32,
of whioh tne Journal is preparad to find £16. I wrots to
Dre. Blackman on the subject but he felt that hs could m:t1
authoriss any payment without your consent. He is
forwarding my lestter to you, I baeliave.

I wonder how mucn of the £16 you fasl the
Botany Bohool is Justified in contributing? Nothing of
the kind has ever boen dons from Cambridgs bafore - and
rargly from Britain - and the Botany School stands to
gain by exchanges and prestige - and also, alightly,
financlally, as Dy, Bayley of Ithaca will pay for his set.
The sats have been promisad to variocus prominent Botanical
Institutlions all over the world (some of which havs alraady
80t 4side material for the Botany Sohool 1n exchange), and
they should help to "show the world" that the Cambridge
Herbaplum is an active and alive iastitution. I do not
know whather you would consider that som2 of the money
regelvad from ¥arrill for the Spruce material might be
appropriately used for thls purposé, The s82ts are, of
gourse, being lssued as from tha Botany School, with Stearn's
and my name appended. Stedrn has worked very hard at it
and has dons much more than 1 have.

1 am sorry, as I said, to trouble you oOn
holiday, but saveral institutiocons are maiting to send
material in exohangs for these exslocata,

L=

I hops that you and krs Seward are having
a roally good holiday.

Kew is looking at its best and ths summep
rush of visitors has begun.

#ith very kind regards to you hoth,
| of s Ae O ,lell'd FeRaSe,
: g?f;g,“gum, ' Yours sineerely,
115 Fifth Avenua,
YORK CITY,
V.S
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ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN,
EDINBURGH: 4.

17th November 1942,

My desr Gilmour,

Your letter of the 1ldéth. The guestion you
raise nus been gone into 8t some length on & previous
oc casion. Some eight or ten years ago Sir Lionel Earle,
then Secretary of H.l. Office of Works, wrote me regarding
this proposal &na sent me a number of relative papers. 1
gave him my views for whuat they were worth, and in con-
versation with Hill afterwards found that Earle had shown
him my statement. I gathered that Hill wes rather pleased
with what I had put down, but 1 remember quite distinctly
that I deprecated any sttempt at that date to carry the
proposal farther. Of course in these matters there is
much to be said on both sides. The one great advantage
to Kew in the argument is that in conjunctiion with the
herbarium they have all the resources of the Botanic Garden.
Sven the most hidebouna systematists are realising that
herbarium work @and nothing but herbarium work may well lead
to rather narrow views when-it comes to the guestion of
specles and genera. It is“exceedingly kind of you to give
me an invitation down to Kew &nd I am &always heppy to pay a
visit there. When it can come to pass is quite another
matter, Tor we are sll very circumscribed in these days end
have %o content ourselves with very brief ebsences from
headquarters, In winter 1 rarely go afield as the black-
out puts a complete demper on the kina of eyes that 1 nave
been furnished with. However, I shall not forget the sug-
gestion and next time I am in London I shall certaioly
endeavour to come down to Kew &nd have a talk with Cotton
and you. If one could only foresee the outcome of the
present struggle one would have confidence in trying to
formulate future developments. The last fortnight has
beena wondaerful period, but there is still a very long way
to go. The problem of amalgumation is not ‘one which cen
be solved by argument or even by logic. To me it is &

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




problem of an opportunity arising conducive to a junction,
and when times (us they have been in the past) are not
hopeful for union there is no use atteupiing to force it.
put the sturs in their courses do sometimes tend to bring
about & solution und the said stars are not always to be
hurried.

I trust all goes well with you and yours.
Sincerely yours,

d. 8. L. Gilmour, Esg., M.A,, F.L.S.,
49 The Green, Kew, Surrey.

— - ——— ek
T .'r.{.ﬁ.—JJ Li
| /=
i R o
/N J ) ¢y '41 . |
7 & fah Bt %2 010

RS

e

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation —

|



JOHN MURRAY
50 ALBEMARLE STREET

LON 4 = |
From: FOR i

TELIFHOME
S8 JOHN MURRAY, RCYO.D &0 REGENT 4380 (2 umes)
—

T, R OREY TELLORAME
JOHN OREY MURRAY DUIGENOOK , FIOCY, LONDON

28th October,1943 "
W

W

Dear Mr.Gllmour,

I had a most agreeable and encouraging talk with
Mr.Taylor yesterday about THE ENGLISH FLOWER GARDEN.
He is considering the matter further, and I hope that,
as I shall be able to give him plenty of time, he will
undertake the work. At any rate, he will let me know
definitely soon.

A small problem has arisen about which I must
consult you. Mr.Taylor mentioned the fact that he
would like to get one or two chapters written by
other experts, and he mentioned Mr.Johnson. That
put me in an awkward position! If I told him that
Mr.Johnson had indeed been offered the editorship
of the whole work, but had been unable to take it on,
it would impress the fact that Mr.Taylor was second
string, and that would not help negotiations! LT
I did not mention it, and Mr.Johnson were to tell
him of it, it would look as if I were deliberately
concealing something which he ought to know. As
both know that I am acting on your advice you come
into it. As a matter of fact, I did not mention
to lir.Taylor that lir.Jchnson had been offered the
work.

You know both of them, so can you advise me what
to do? Do you think that it would be wise if you
were to send a line to Mr.Johnson asking him to say

nothing about the affair, or shall we just let matters
take their course? I shall be glad of your advice.

Yours very sincergly,
TO:
John L.Gilmour Esq

'—Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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THE NATIONAL NORTHWESTERN COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
. DEAN: WEN-TSAI CHANG, MSe, PhD.

OF THE DEAN. 'WUKUNG, SHENS!, CHINA.

9 : day 21tn, 1948,
Dp, TahnvGilmour,; Dirasctor,

fayel Bnt-nle Gardens, :

E=w, Lpndon,

ﬂng{anﬁ.

Jea Dr.Jdohn Gilmour:

You may gurprise that I had recently been transferred up
here, Cur Ministry of Education has asked ma to come to this
institntion since I came back from the States last fall. At
firget; I felt rather timid to accept this post as I am net
aiita maturs snough to head up this large institution of about
1,500 and 300 members on the staff, Furthermore, I feal inclined
‘18 spand somewhai lenger time on the scientific contribution for
atir torticultural research. However), I could not rejesct this
reguest, so T decided to move up here with my family on March
30th Trom Chungking.

This college was establishsd about 12 ysars age, situat-
inz on the bagin of the great Northwestern Plateau at the adga
of Chin Lin, the secalled "backbone" of our geography. This was
the erigin of our ancisant agriculture 40 centuries ago, as Shin
Nung, the Smparor of Agriculture was staying here, This iz a
yery fertile and flat Loess plain which our ancient agrigarian
so walusd. The= capitals of our Chou, Chin, Han, and T'ang Dynas-
tisz were situsted hera, The devastating flooding of thes Yallsw
River accentuated by a long period of ecivil war in the last cen-
tury had msde thiz place poor and islated., The development of
irrization and fleed control vrojects in the last decade had
‘miraculsusly changed this place inte a rejuvenated area., The
mizration inlandward o” the coastal populatien during ths war
had szain repopulated this district. Therefors, trees and shrubb-
apy ware planted, industriss started, and agriculture in svery
Plises are Tlourishing. I am convinced that this 1s a unique place
f£4dr larpge experimentation en our agricultural and rural reform,

The schonl has nine departments, Agricultural Hydraulie,
Snginweaeing, Agronomy, Agrieultural Economics, Agricultural Chem-
istry, forstry, Horticulture, Phytepathology and Entomology;
aninal Huebandry, and Vetarinary Medicine, For the increasing
‘need in eur agriculture sspecially in this Northwestern Section,

We are naw contemplatine Lo =stablish a department of Agricultural
Frodiets, ahid & uspartient of Auricultural Implements, fortunatsly,
Tha Winistry of Sducation has already promised us to establish
thess tws departments in thes near futurs, e have hare an Experi-

a
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mental Statien of about 1,000 acres (2,000 mows) which is the
largest sxperimental station among all universities in China.

For this reason; I think it 1s a very good eppertunity to ex-~
periment a large scale projsct on "mechanized farming'" in order
to soslve the prevailing problem of whether or not Chinese
agriculture should be mechanized, and to what extent. So far as

I know, 'we have no available data of experimental nature te an-
swer this problem. rfurthsrmore, the scheol had an apple orchard
of about 3,000 trees in one bleck all in bearing. Although the
varieties ars not vary ideal, yet they provide a very sxtansive
scale for ressarch and student works. This area is very much like
Jashingten or Oragon of the American Worthwest, and is especially
guitabls for apple growing. It 1s also a gded-plage for persimmons,
pears, apricots, grapes, walnuts, and melons, The orchards are
sxpanding among the growers in the district.

Under seperate cover, I am agking our library to send yeu
a copy of our cataleg in English, As soon as the pressure on paper
shortage is released, we wish to put out in own printing office
a gerisg of publications for distributien. Naturally, we wish
that von will put our name in your mailing liet and send usyany
geientific publications to me for the refarence of our staff and
students, s are just sstablishing a plant collection museun of
about 15 acras., As sooen as the transportation route is resumed,
we can send you any plant materials from this Narthwastern Ssctien
for sxchange, I csrtainly wish that you and yeur staff will keep
me in constant advice and full coeperation.

iith svery best wishes to you and Mrs. Gilmour, and sincers
rezards to all the members of your staff, I am

Very sinceraly yours,

SHEUNt mstitute for Botanical Documentation
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:-fsTITU"-O-. ITALIANDO DI IDROBIOLOGIA DOTT. MARCO DE MAR
FMTE MORALE (

SEZLOUONE UENETLCA

Dr. J.S8.L. Gilmour Verbonlo Pallanze. August 10th, 19"46;
Royal Horticultural snstitution L

Wisley, Surrey

Leer Dr. Gilmour,

i @i now back in italy, end L wani to expresa you my
gratefulness for your kindness during my visit to your institution. it has B
been a grest pleasure to meet you personally, emd to find out that we have
commion interest towerds biologicel and methedological probiems.

1 have asked the Nditor of "inalyisis" to send you our journal, and
. hope that you wiil Let ue have some of your contributions Yo be published
on such querterly. . would appreciate very much if you would let me lmow
your opinion on the journal, end if you would give us advice and criticism,
in order to improve its standard.

i shall inform you sbout the developmemts of our “"enter for methodological
studies", and . hope that you will let me know 1T some interesting papers
shall be pubiished in your Country.

L do not kmow whether t_bgre ig anything . can do for you from here. ln
such = case do reckon on me for everything . could do.

With many thanks znd kindest regards, v

|
L sincerely yours,

2xah 1

h. Buggati-Traverso

' *

n :
L -

o .
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