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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.



Copy of a letter addressed tc Ir. Vilhjelmur Stefensson, FPresident of
the History of Science Socisty, by Mr. George Sarton, Editor of Isis.

If L Z“" beemn fwm gax'va.rd Library 185
uﬂ% ambridge, Mass,.

Hovember 25, 19L&

Dear Mr. Preaident:

The situation of Isis has becoms so critical that 1t will be necessary for
the council of our Soclety to discuss it at its annual meeting next month and to
take measures for its improvement. If the Soclety 1s not able to find a remedy,
it will be impossible for me to continue my work as editor.

In the spring of 19LL, the printing of Isis was intrusted to the Harvard
Printing Office, & department of Harvard University. I shall refer to it as the
Harverd printers. .

From the end of 1944 until now, the Harvard printers managed to issue L
numbers of Isis, 101 to 104, totalling 325 p. In this year of 1946, there has
appeared thus far but one mumber of four sheets (6% p.).

The Harvard printers know very well, of course, that a gquarterly appearing
only once or twice & year in small parts is doomed to extinction, and that the
Society publishing it is bound to lose its membership. The Post Office has warned
us repeatedly that our second-clzass mailing privileges might be revoked.

The journal intrusted to their care was not a new Journal but an old one of
established reputation, I founded it in 1912 and edited 36 volumes., It was from
the beginning the leading journal of its kind in the whole world of letters; it
Wa§ never a prosperous Journel from the economic point of view and could not be,
considering the relatively small number of scholars genulnely interested in the
history of science. As long &a I could, I paid out of my pocket the recurring
deficits and thus spent the whole of my patrimony and a good part of my savings;
I did that with great pleasure and would do it again, 1f it were possible, In
spite of many imperfections, Isis remeined until recently, a distinguished
guarterly and the leading journal in its fleld.

The lack of cooperation of the Harvard printers or their lack of enterprise
have reduced it to but a shadow of its former self. Iesls is dying.

Any reasonable man will eccept to wait &t the end of a line, if he knows that
the line is fair; but if the line is constantly replenished from the front, and he
1s kept always at the end, he feels cheated. The Harvard printers claim that they
cannot work for Isis because of the Harvard University business which has a natural
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Priority; thelr work for Isis 4s not dulayud end postponed indefinitely by the
Harvard Unlversity business but by the. Hervurd Prese business which 18 s difforent
motter, Iels is kept stesdily in the bhck to be dealt with, apparently;, when
there is nothihg else to be done.

The purpose of my letter is not so much to recriminatc agalnst the Herverd
printers Which would be useless, but rather to Justify my withdrawelj if the
situation could not be remedied within e few montha. The Harvard printera have
all but destroycd Isis, and it would be casy enough for thom to worry me to death,
I would prefer to 1ive a feow more years, however, 1if only in order tb be adle to
complete the volume III of my Introduction, end at least to begin (1f not to
complete) the eight volumes of my Herverd lecturcs on the history of science, a
publication which is nocessery, because there sre no textbooks covering my courses.

It is & shd irony of fatec that an outstanding journel survived many
vicissitudes ihcluding two Germen invesions (Isis was formerly printed in Belgium)
only to be destroyed by the Hervard printers,

: In concluding, I wish to express my gratitude to Dr. Pogo for hid dcvoted
cooperation and my apolegics to the authore whoao menuscripts £111 many drawers
in my office, to thc reviewers, to the many collrborators in Americe and obroad
whom I seom to have betroyed. Indeed, the feeling that I was wronging them has
alweys been my deepest source of pein; I cannot eddure it much longer.

I take the liberty of mailing copies of thie letter to the officers of the
History of Science Socicty, to the mombers of the editorinl boerd of Idis, to the
authors of unpublinhed MSS, to the main collaborators of Isis in the United States
and abroad, to the Dircctors of the Horvard Preas and of the Harverd Printing
Office, to the Syndice of the Harvard Proes and to o Tow friends,

Yours eincorcly,

GS/Fs (51gned) George Sarton

7 - Nos. 105 and 106, camnlsting volume 35 of Isis , have finally appeared
on December 5,
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