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Reprinted from Ruopora, Vol. 37, February, 1935.
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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE FLORA OF THE
BRUCE PENINSULA, ONTARIO

G. L. STEBBINS JR.

Tae Bruce Peninsula, that narrow promontory of limestone sep-
arating Lake Huron from the southern part of Georgian Bay, has
long been known for the wealth of its flora, and for a number of iso-
lated species of western range found there. With these attractions
in view, Mr. James Stauffer and the writer led a group of five Colgate
students, J. R. Breed, H. Jeffrey, P. H. Jenkins, J. E. Loveless, and
S. K. Phillips, on a field trip to this region, in order to become ac-
quainted with its flora and to collect such of the rarer species as
could be found.

On June 13, 1933 we made our first camp on Isaac Lake, in the
settled farm lands of the interior of the peninsula. The borders of
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this lake were lined with a fine blue lag with glaucous foliage, which
looked different from the familiar Iris versicolor. This later proved
to be the first find of the trip, I. virginica, here 175 miles northeast
of its previously known range in Ontario.

The next day we went to Cape Croker, on the eastern side of the
peninsula, for a day’s collecting, which introduced us to many of the
beauties of the region’s flora, but yielded nothing not already known
from, or to be expected from this region. After a day’s rest, we moved
to Red Bay, on the western shore. The marl bogs, gravelly shores,
and open swales of this region, although already well known to hotan-
ists, gave us many thrills in the form of striking plants unfamiliar
to us, and occupied us for the next week. Here we first noticed one
of the most interesting features of the Bruce; plants characteristic
of widely separated regions here grow side by side in the same habitat.
The woods in the interior are Alleghenian in character, and not much
different from those familiar to us in central New York. Beech and
sugar maple, basswood and hop hornbeam are the cover for such
herbs as Hydrophyllum virginianuwm, Uvsularia grandiflora, and Osmo-

rhiza Claytoni. Yet in the midst of this assemblage of familiar plants

was the Cordilleran Osmorhkize divaricata, abundant, and just as
much at home as its more southern relative. Between these woods
and the shore is a more or less narrow belt of Canadian woodland, in
which Thuja occidentalis, Picca glauca, Betula papyrifera, and Popu-
lus tacamahacea are dominant, along with such characteristic Cana-
dian herbs as Listera cordata, Habenaria oblusata, and Viola nephro-
phylla, but containing also the Alleghenian Senecio obovatus, and the
Cordilleran Festuca oecidentalis, Carex Richardsonii, and Corallorrhiza
striata. The shoreward side of these woods is interspersed with marl
and sphagnum bogs, containing a large number of Hudsonian types,
such as Carex capillaris, Drosera linearis, Selaginella selaginoides, and
Carex gynocrates, but open swales, containing such species as Cacalia
tuberosa, characteristic of wet prairies in the central states, are
scattered through this same region. Likewise, along the shore itself,
Houstonia ciliolata, characteristic of the upper Mississippi Valley, was
at home with the boreal Pinguicula vulgaris, Primula intercedens, and
Carex scirpoidea.

On June 20 we made a trip northward, following the eastern side of
the peninsula, through burned-over limestone barrens of a most
desolate nature, as far as Gillie’s Lake, north of the small village of
Dyer’s Bay. The country about the western end of this lake was as
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