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About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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GENERAL REMARKS ON MR. MURRAY’S WORKS.

Mr. Murray,—** Whose philanthrophy and ingenuity radiate over the world. The sphere of this gentleman’s utility is well
known to be large: but the variety of his philanthropie and scientific exertions isalmost incalculable.  The vegetable kingdom,
it might have been supposed, was a new conquest, for he has not in previous works, laid claim to any part of its domains ; but
on locking into the preface of the * Physiology,” it will be found that it has long been his favourite pursuit, and the chief
source of his enjoyment. It might have been imagined that his genius chiefly revelled in Chemistry, for great have been his
exploits therein, large and long This discussions, bright and lasting his discoveries. Still more naturally would it have been
supposed that his peculiar passion was for the saving of human suffering by the application of the lights of science ; for it is
here assuredly that his chief efforts have been directed. Of this character are his lucubrations on * suspended animation,” his
* invention for saving from shipwreck,” his new “ lightning conductor,” and generally his works on * aerial phenomena,” but
more especially, his treatise on the * disease called hydrophobia ;” and his other treatise on * pulmonary consumption,”
wherein this dire disease is for the first time treated chemically, and the discoveries of modern chemistry applied to its relief
with, atleast, great plausibility, and wherein also, if the curative process be found to fail, at any rate much light is thrown
on the true character of the disease, and a vast variety of facts brought to bear on the circumstances under which this sad
malady is found to prevail. The distinctive character of these and all other of Mr. Murray’s numerous writings, is, that he
is an indefatignble collector of facts, which by their singularity, or other property, may assist the philosopher in spelling out
the ways of Nature. By thus bringing to bear all the remarkable phenomena of Nature on the subjeet, he, as it were, pricks
out its extreme houndaries, and so far aids in the completion of a general survey.”— Wesmnnster Review, October, 1833.

““We never take up a book of Mr, Joux Mynrrav’s, without a full assurance of an ample repast upon the most tasteful of
all viands to our palates—ecurious faets to wit. He makes a treatise on conductorsand anti-hailstone rods, a little encyclopmdia
of all the facts, experiments, and striking knowledge of the subject. He does this in a still more remarkable manner, as
might be expected, in the larger field of the Physiclogy of Plants ; which is a complete library of vegetable curiosities. It
was the same with his work on Consumption—an unpromising subject, yet Mr. Murray blossomed with facts over the grave.
So it was also with his little work on the Diamond—a jewel of a book, from which, if we are not mistaken, we made some
curious extracts. But then Mr. Murray is not merely a fact collector, but an experimentalist ; and not merely an experi-
mentalist, but a theorist,—this, however, with all modesty, and the genuine humbleness of science. His invention is active,
but always under the philosophical check of induction from a due number of facts, or the consciousness that the due number
has not heen obtained. .

After reading one of Mr. Munrnrav's hooks, it always occurs to us to ask, how is this man’s usefulness turned to account in
behalf of his fellow creatures? Have the Government availed themselves of his ingenuity, of his perpetual activity, of his
philanthrophy ? His inventions are highly esteemed—they are adopted privately: are they adopted nationally? and has a
man, who must have made greatsacrifices, and conferred great benefits, has he had any reward or encouragement to proceed in
his path of true honor? He does much to save: have the powers that are appointed to watch over our national interests done
as much for him, or a tithe of what they do for those who destroy? We cannot answer these questions—we can only suppose
how they might be answered.”—Sreeraron, September Tth, 1833.

“Mr. Murnay has written much and often well ; sacrificing largely his pecuniary means, and almost exclusively devoting
himself to the advancement of science ; he will maintain a creditable place m the galaxy of scientific names which adorn the
present I:cl‘fq’.l."——Arus, September 8th, 1833.

 We have ferused several of thi:_; gentiemqn's Sci_entiﬁc Works with much interest and advantage, and we know of no
writer who with more success comprises the utile dulei.—~"—Liverroor. Mercuny, February Tth, 1834.
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