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From: ken@erdw.ethz.ch (Ken =?is0-8859-17Q?Hs=FC?=)
Return-path: <ken@erdw.ethz.ch>

To: bettyandal@juno.com (Alfred or Elizabeth |. Traverse)
Date: Tue, 27 Oct 1998 17:21:44 +0100 (MET)

Subject: Re: Here ya' go

Message-ID: <v01530505b25bade83c04@[192.33.93.30]>
X-Status: Read

>ok i understand. hope you can figure out your friends address. i got

>this from you if you want to try and send it again. wb

>~Rachel

>

> Hi, AL: | sent my email to the number daisy554@juno.com which you gave

>me,

>but the number apparently belongs to Rachel L. French. Could you check

>your

>number again. Meanwhile, I am trying to send the message through Penn

>State.

>

>

YES | FOUND THAT ALL MYSELF. RACHEL L. FRENCH'IS A 14 YEAR OLD GIRLIIN
NC,

YOU MIGHT GET ME IN TROUBLE TO GET INTO CONTACT WITH SUCH MINOR PEOPLE.
ANYWAY, | SENT THE REPLY TO PENN STATE. HAVE YOU GOT THAT? WITH BEST
REGARDS, KEN
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>0OF COURSE, THE MONEY MAY NOT BE COMING. IT WOULD NOT MATTER, IF |
BELIEVE

>IN GOD INSTEAD OF MYSELF. WHEN IT IS A GIFT ONLY, ONE IS NOT

DISAPPOINTED

>|F THE BIG GIFT DOES NOT COME. IF IT IS MY WORK, THEN THE DISAPPOINTMENT
>0OF

>FAILURE WOULD BE UNBEARABLE. IF IT WOULD BE A GIFT OF GOD, | COULD
>UNDERSTAND THAT GOD WILL NOT WANT TO GIVE ME THE GIFT TO SAVE ME FROM
THE

>DEVIL.

>MONEY WILL BE NICE, BUT POSTERITY IS MORE IMPORTANT. | AM CONVINCED THAT
>

>HAVE RECEIVED THE GIFT EVEN IF MONEY IS NOT COMING.

>THIS IS A CONFESSION, ALMOST, OF HUMAN VANITY, OF SINS. | HOPE WE CAN
>HAVE

>TIME TO TALK ABOUT IT SOMETIME. WHEN ARE YOU COMING TO ZURICH?

>

> WITH BEST REGARDS TO BETTY. WITH FOND REGARDS, KEN HSU,
>GOD-FEARING.

Juno e-mail printed Mon, 26 Oct 1998 15:20:56 , page 3
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>You don't need to buy Intemet access to use free Internet e-mail.
>Get completely free e-mail from Juno at http://www.juno.com
>or call Juno at (800) 654-JUNO [654-5866]
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From: Kenneth Hsu <ken@iodec1.oc.nfu.edu.tw>
Retumn-path: <ken@iodec1.oc.ntu.edu.tw>

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)

Date: Mon, 16 Feb 98 16:25:39 -0800

Subject: Re: When do you come?

Message-ID: <I03020903b10e1ae22cc0@[140.112.68.164]>
X-Status: Read

| am writing again

You wrote in November, 1997 that

>>0ur trip (or at least one trip) to Europe in '98 will be in October, as
far

>>as | can remember. It has to do with a celebration of a colleague's
65th

>>birthday, and | think that's when it is, but | don't have any way of
>>checking that at the moment.

DO YOU KNOW BETTER NOW?

You were bragging about your successes at the stock market. That
was before the Asian Crisis, when you were high on Hongkong. What did you
do? Did you get out before you got burnt?

The Tarim AG, an intellectual property company, is doing fine. We
now have a subsidiary Petrec (Petroleum Recovery) AG, a patent management
company, of which Peter is the COB. We have been seeing NY investment
bankers like Templemann (Jacquelin's "companion") etc., and may receive
the
first advance payment of 10 M in a year or two when and if our experiment
is successful. Also, | am doing business in Taiwan.

By the way, | never heard from Echarkt. He missed the chance of
being involved in our deals on EOR (enhanced oil recovery), but | have
several other deals. He could contact me if he is still interested. We
are
now getting a group of investors together to exploit magnesium and
lithium
from brines. A 2-M investment will produce annually 12000 tons (or more
if
marketable) of high-quality magnesium salt at 100 usd per ton, and
500-750
tons of LiCl at 4000 usd per ton. He can work out the arithmetics.

Another _ ) :
deal is orchard engineering to build orchards which might require no

water
in regions where the annual rainfaul is as little as 300 mm to 400 mm

(semi-arid). You might be interested in that, being a botanist!

With best regards, GREETINGS TO BETTY

KEN HSU

-----------------

Dr. Min-Pen Chen
Interim Director, Center for Ocean Research/

Professor, Institute of Oceanography
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National Taiwan University
Taipei, Taiwan 10617
Republic of China

Phone: 886-2-391-4442
Fax: 886-2-391-4442
Email: minpen@ccms.ntu.edu.tw
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ken@erdw.ethz.ch, 02:49 PM 11/4/97, requests 1

To: ken@erdw.ethz.ch

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)

Subject: requests |
Cc: |
Bcc:

X-Attachments:

Dear Ken:

We are just in this morning from the trip to Germany (haven't even been home yet). Yours of
19 Oct. is among the many e-mail messages.

| copied your letter and sent it to Bob Eckhardt (note spelling). If HE thinks it's a good
investment, THAT'S worth listening to. He has a big reputation as a stock market genius.

Ouir trip (or at least one trip) to Europe in '98 will be in October, as far as | can remember. It
has to do with a celebration of a colleague's 65th birthday, and | think that's when it is, but |
don't have any way of checking that at the moment.

For that matter, | don't dismiss the idea that we could visit Switzerland some other time, if you
want us to come. We could pick up a couple of the cities in Italy we missed last time around (|
really would like to see Ravenna).

All the best. Regards to Christine. Al.

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1
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Ken Hsue, 03:12 PM 10/19/9, Re: BOB ECHARDT

Date: Sun, 19 Oct 1997 15:12:33 +0100 (MET)
X-Sender: ken@129.132.21.18

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
From: ken@erdw.ethz.ch (Ken Hsue)

Subject: Re: BOB ECHARDT

Dear Alfred:

I have filed a patent which will revolutionize the petroleum
industry. Eventually, the technology will permit the economic, and
environmentally friendly exploitation of oil shale and tar sands. More
immediately, the technique is to improve the efficiency of hydrocarbon
recoveries in exisiting oil fields from about 25 to 40 percent to about 60
to 95 percent. | have been talking to people at Schlumberger, etc. If the
technology is indeed what is promised to be, | just discovered as much
recoverable hydrocarbon reserves as that, or more than that, of the world's
reserve today.

Bob Echardt once expressed an interest in investing my ventures. |
misplaced his email address. Could you forward this message to him and ask
him to contact me.

| am making plans for next year. Which month will you be in Europe?
Please let me know at your earliest convenience so that we shall remain in
Switzerland.

With best regards, ken

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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khsu@slate.mines.ed, 01:44 PM 4/23/97, overdue aryans 1

To: khsu@slate.mines.ed

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: overdue aryans

Cc:

Bec:

X-Attachments:

Dear Ken:

This is Betty speaking--just got the books (very fast!). We thank both you and Christine
profusely for being so prompt to respond. | just went up to the main library, hat in hand
(naturally | didn't mention that the book in question had made a trip to Colorado and back),
and managed to persuade them to waive the fee. Good thing—-would have been $38 (as you
know, equivalent to 2 one-way senior bus tickets to Philadelphia!) All's well that ends well.
Thanks again! Best as always, Betty.

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1




Ken Hsu, 09:32 AM 4/22/97, Re: book 1

Date: Tue, 22 Apr 1997 09:32:59 -0600

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
From: khsu@slate.mines.edu (Ken Hsu)
Subject: Re: book

>YOU WROTE AND | REPLY IN CAPS

Dear Ken:
>

>Am now going through the snail mail that arrived during our absence.

>

>0One item is bad: the book | borrowed for you, "The Aryans/Childe," has been
>recalled. This usually means that someone else wants it. If it weren't for

>the recall the book was good until end of the semester.

>

>The notice says due 5 April, and the fine is $2 per day.

>

>| guess you should send the book to me ASAP, and we can argue later about
>how to divide up the fine.

>

DEAR AL;

| SHALL ASK CHRISTINE TO SEND BOTH BOOKS TODAY BY FED EXPRESS.
NATURALLY

THE FINE WILL BE PAID BY ME, | SHALL SEND YOU A CHECK WHEN YOU GIVE ME THE
NOTICE.

WITH BEST REGARDS  KEN HSU

Ken Hsu

Institute for Resource and Environmental Geosciences
Colorado School of Mines

Green Center

1500 lllinois Street

Golden, CO 80401

Office: (303) 384-2211
Fax: (303) 384-2026
e-mail: khsu@mines.edu

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1
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khsu@slate.mines.ed, 01:01 PM 4/18/97, Cannabis sativa 2

children. To a small degree, tho' it has received much attention, Sicilian immigration was
linked to organized crime.

2. | am sure Betty will read with interest, as | have, the stuff about climatic connections
(perhaps!) to changes in the pronunciation of vowels.

3. Turkish has umlauted u and o, incredible numbers of them--so far the most | have found in
one word is six, but four is very common! They are pronounced just as in German. | have no
knowledge of the history

4. | gather that you want me to forward the letter to Bob Eckhardt (Dr. Robert B. Eckhardt,
0109 White Building, PSU, Universitiy Park, PA 16802.) | will do that.

Now | must get on with the stack of e-mail, and other matters.

We both got much pleasure from your visit, and we hope you will change your mind about it
being your "last visit." All the best. Regards to dear Christine. Al.

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) -
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Ken Hsu, 09:28 AM 3/27/97, Re: reprints, etc. 2

WITH BEST REGARDS,| SHALL WRITE YOU AGAIN AFTER YOU COME BACK. KEN HSU
P.S. CHRISTINE AND | WANT TO THANK BETTY AND YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR
HOSPITALITY.

Ken Hsu

Institute for Resource and Environmental Geosciences
Colorado School of Mines

Green Center

1500 lllinois Street

Golden, CO 80401

Office: (303) 384-2211
Fax: (303) 384-2026
e-mail: khsu@mines.edu

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 2
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khsu@slate.mines.ed, 11:25 AM 3/20/97, reprints, etc. 1

To: khsu@slate.mines.edu

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: reprints, etc.

Cc:

Bcc:

X-Attachments:

Dear Ken:

In connection with recording your e-mail address on your card | note that | haven't sent you a
reprint in YEARS. | seldom send them, except in response to a specific request. Saves
money and time. However, you always have such interesting reactions to such things, that |
think it was dumb not to send to you. Unfortunately, since the last one | sent, #48, there are
many locules, but | am sending a packet of what there is to you at Frohburgstrasse. You will
have a huge pile of stuff there--be sure not to toss my packet in the trash (without first looking,
that is).

It was great fun to have you here, and | think it all went very well. Heavens, the family of
Amish people | arranged to come to Bellville to talk with Christine even arrived on time. All
the best to you both. Kevin Furlong asks to be remembered (Hal).

Affectionately, Al.

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) !




THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802, USA
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

18 August, 1994

Prof. Dr. K. J. Hsii
Geologisches Institut
E. T. H. Zentrum
SonneggstraBe 5

CH-8092 Ziirich, Schweiz

Dear Ken:

Thanks very much for both the preprint and the final copy of your
Abschiedsvorlesung. Would have been fun to have been there.

(We recall hearing Prince Charles speak from that podium. As we
learned later, he was on the way to court Diana at a ski resort.)
Last Nov. we attended a similar (on a smaller scale) event for
Bill Chaloner, at the Univ. of London. I even proposed the
official toast at the dinner.

I’'ve read your lecture and of course find it interesting. I can
use at least some of your ideas when and if I write up my

reflections on religion.
Betty are getting ready for the new semester--first lecture a
week from today. We are also preparing for next month’s trip to

Spain, where I will give a "keynote talk" for the Spanish 10th
palynological convention. In English, of course.

Best wishes to you, Christine, et al., from us both.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
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Best to Christine, Peter, and the rest. Tell Martin that if he
formalizes his relationship with his nice artist friend, I’d like
to come to the event. I suppose in a way that demonstrates the
value of such rites of passage--provides an opportunity for
celebration that one is otherwise denied.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Encl: xerox

P. S. Digesting your "Why Isaac Newton was not a Chinese" will
take a while! I loved the bit on p. 4 about the fundamentalist.
J. of N. was a very charismatic first century rabbi. Period.
Simon (otherwise known as Peter) and Saul of Tarsus (=Paul)
cooked up Christianity, originally as a Jewish sect, after J.’s
death. Saul, in fact, never ever saw the man. Among religions
it seems unique, in that only the stated founders’ disciples
claim revelation. The founder is portrayed instead as not
needing revelation. He was himself the revelation. Neat trick.
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With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

!

|
| ¢/
{ g
KennethilsHen
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apparently ceased being just one of many Jewish sects of the
time. But your interest in the city for any religious reason is
a little surprising. My distaste is merely practical: too
dangerous. I retain a large interest in religion, but my
religious practice has been for over a decade purely personal. I
belong to no religious body. I’m not sure that any has been good
for humanity. The Gaia hypothesis I find very interesting, but
I'm not sure it will ever come to anything. I’ve had a number of
interesting conversations with Rustum Roy, the Indian materials
science expert here. Have you read any of his stuff? I’m
reading his Hibbert lectures at the moment. As he’s of
Hindu/Anglican upbringing it is not surprising that he pushes a
sort of pantheism. Very interesting guy with fascinating ideas,
but I am also pretty sure that intellectual pantheism, like Gaia,
has little or no grassroots cash value. If I ever do retire I
intend to put some of ideas on these matters on paper. One
thought I’ve had is to write a novel that makes an interesting
story of the ideas.

All the best. Best regards to Christine and to Peter. What ever
happened to Martin’s relationship with that neat young lady I

met, along with Peter, in a restaurant in Z.? I liked her, but
of course, I like practically all women.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
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Christine and Peter join me in sending you and Betty our best regards,

Sincerely,

(e

Ken Hsii
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Eidgendssische Ecole paolylachnique fédérale da Zurich
m Technische Hochschule Politacnico faderale df Zurigo
Zdrich Swiss Federal Institute ofTechnology Zurich
Geologisches Institut
Prof. K. J. Hsti
Durchwahl-Nr.: 01 / 256 3669
Sekretariat- 01 / 256 3680 FACSIMILE MESSAGE
Tolefax : a1 / 2820818
Pastadresse: ’ Dr. Alfred Traverse
Geal::zge:nsms Institut The Peangylvamia State Univerm_ty'
CH-8092 Zirich Department of Geosciences
Palynological Tahoratories
435 Deiks Building
University Park, PA 16802
USA

Ziimich, December 20, 1991

Dear Fulbright Professor at the Senckenberg Muoseum-Forschungsinstitut,
Dr. At Traverse :

February 12 will be fine. Now it's silly to ask whether it is too convenient to
stay with us ? Now Frohburgstrasse is one of the most convenient addresses in
Ziirich ! Of course, you will have as much freedom to see your other friends in
Zirich as you wish, but we wish that you, or at least Betty, can stay longer,
because Christine and 1 are inviting her 10 come cross-country skiing at Samedan.
Please forward this invitation to her !

With best regards, M Larny G AR s (%Q,WUI

Nw “'C{é.cu_.,‘;

Sincerely,

Ken Hsii
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Eldgenbssische Ecole polytechnique fédérale ds Zurich
m Technische Hochschule Falitecnica federale di Zurigo
Zorich Swiss Federal Institute ofTechnology Zurich
Gaologisches Institut
Prof. K J. Hsl
Durchwaht-Nr.: 01 / 256 3569
Selgetariat= 01 / 256 3680 FACSIMILE MESSAGE
o Telefax: ot 7 252 0819
Postad, =
Gecbglectias e Dr. Alfred Traverse e &
ETH-Zantam The Pennsylvania State University
CH-8092 Zirich Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories
4335 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
USA
Zirich, December 16, 1991
Dear Al :

To my horror, I found that T have to re-schedule your talk again. The Taiwan
gveoplc told me that T conld not come in early Febrary because of Chinese New
ear. Now I am going to China on 19 January and will be back on February 3rd.
You could give your talk in February, as originally wished by you. I checked with
onr Institute's secretary and found that Wednesdays, February 5 and 12 are sl
open. Please let me know by Fax when would you come so we can register the
date.

We would really be very upset if you, a friend of almost 40 years standing,
would choose to stay with somebody clse than us. Christine and I insist that you
and Betty stay at Frohburgstrasse.

Memry Christmas !

Sincerely,
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The Pennsylvania State University
Department of Geosciences
503 Deike Building

(814) 863-7823 [FAX]
Date: 18-XIT-91

Marked here if urgent reply is requested.

Fax Transmission to:
Name:

Company/Institution:;_ ETH-Zentrun (ZUrich)
Department: Geologisches Institut
L} |=WL=252=-081TY

Dr. K. J. Hsll

Fax Number:
Phone Number:

Transmission from:
Name: Dr. Alfred Traverse

Phone Number: 814-863-3419

Total Number of Pages (Including Cover Page):

S N TR T AR T R W e Sy e e e

Message: Dear Ken:

Your fax of 16-XII arrived--as you say, Feb, is really better for me, so I am not dis-
pleased at all. Why not go with the 12th?

As to housing, we would be delighted to stay with you and Christine. However, it was
not clear that it would be convenient, and I wanted you to know that we have a standing
invitation at the Stlssels. I would like to have an evening with them, and want a
little time to visit my priest friend, Pfarrer Konrad. So, I suppose Betty and T

will want to arrive on the 1lth and stay until about the l4th,

Best to you for the holidays. I can see so clearly the look of your home at

this season.
Yours very trul
bl

Alfred Traverse

P.S. Don't forget in the publicity, announcement or whatever so 'lay it on" that
I'm a Fulbright Professor at the Senckenberg Museum-~Forschungsinstitut. That will
help me combat being over-committed to give lectures.

*If any portion of this transmission is unclear, please call
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

5 December, 1991

Dr. K. J. Hsi

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Ziirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Your nice letter of 25 November arrived today. I am just back
from India, where I got not only the medal but also two weeks
worth of "Delhi-belly" (as of today, I am finally essentially
o.k.).

22 January will have to do! Betty will accompany me, and we will
probably bunk with my former parishioner "in der Hub, nicht weit
von der Frohburgstrasse". It will be fun to be back at ETH, ten
years after the first sabbatical.

Incidentally, would you lay emphasis somehow on the fact that I'm
a Fulbright Professor? I will report that to the authorities in
Bonn and it will get me credit, perhaps helping me to get out of
some of the many other invitations I am supposed to accept as
F.P.

Some day I’d like to hear whether or not the computer has yet
offered a way out of the horrendous problem of sorting the
Chinese written language. Whenever I see one of the local
Chinese trying desperately to look up a botanical word for me in
a (so-called) dictionary I am appalled. It would seem that the
computer is an answer to a prayer here, but I don’t know if it’s

happening.
All the best. Happy holidays!

As ever,

Alfred Traverse

AT /et



Eldgendssische Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Zurich
m Technische Hochschule Politecnico federale di Zurigo
Zidrich Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich
Geologisches Institut
Prof. K. J. Hsti
Durchwahl-Nr.: 01 / 256 3669
Sekretariat: 01 / 256 3680 Dr. Alfred Traverse
;2’:{2; oy 01 / 2520819 The Pennsylvania State University
Geologischeé Institut Dep A of Geoscn:n_cc <
ETH-Zentrum Palynological Laboratories
CH-8092 Zirich 435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
USA
Ziirich, November 25, 1991
Dear Alfred :

Thank you for your letter of 10 November. Your talk here will have to be in
January, because I shall be in China in February. Looking over our schedule, I
found out that the only date possible is Wednesday, January 22nd. Your title "The
plant kingdom as a buffer in world crises" sounds great.

As tomy plans for a Chinese grammar, I mean, of course, Chinese grammar of
Beijing Chinese. The Chinese dialects are really different languages, as different as
French from German, etc. even though the basic structure is the same. What I
meant to say is that Chinese is not an aggulative language, but an inflective
language. It has conjugation and declension, it does not have prepositions, but it
has post-positions. What I intend to show is that Chinese has a grammar very
similar to that of English and not all that different from German. If I can get my
point across, I may convince Peter that Chinesisch ist nicht viel zu schwierig.

Please confirm that the January 22nd date for your colloquium is convenient to
you.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

en Hsii
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Christine and I are looking forward very much to the visit of you and Betty.
We are very interested in Betty's project on Mittelhochdeutsch. We are sure to learn
something from her. I myself have got interested in the linguistic development of
the Chinese language. I found the sinologists make the same mistake as I.did to
analyse Chinese on the basis of written words. If you look at the Chinese as it is
spoken, it is a polysyllabic inflective language with a grammar not much different
from that of Indo-European languages. After I retire, I shall write a Chinese
grammar for Westerners. It would help them to learn spoken Chinese.

Looking forward to heraring from you soon, and with best regards, also to
Betty,

Sincerely,
[k %

)
Ken Hsii
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Hsi, 20.V.91, pg. 2

palynostratigraphy at Senckenberg in Frankfurt. T will also just
have completed the book on palynomorph sedimentation, and your
group might like something general about
palynofacies/palynodebris studies and their use in interpreting
sediments? I should get a coupl& of things together, so as to
have the right slides with me on the trip. When did you think it
should happen?

Congratulations on the JOIDES book!

Best wishes--also to Christine and the rest of the family.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et
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expected to give some lectures as part of the deal, and I already
know of one I will be giving. I hope it doesn’t get out of hand
because I really need to grind away quite a bit at the
microscope. That is, if it all really happens! So far, the
Fulbright people, the Senckenberg Museum folk, etc., have failed
to find us a place to live. Too many refugees.

That’s enough for now. We are both o. k. Betty now has a Ph. D.
project--mediaeval area. Huge doses of Mittelhochdeutsch, etc.

Sure has been an exciting week. I’ve been saying for years that
empires are out of vogue, and that Russia couldn’t fool the world
for ever by claiming theirs was a "union". Wouldn’t this be an

opportune time for China to claim back the huge chunk of their
country that the Russian Empire seized?

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
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I hope you would come to visit us next year when you come to Europe on a Fulbright. I
shall arrange that you give a lecture here and will be able to offer all expenses from Germany
plus a honorarium. You could talk on a topic of your choice, but preferably on Quaternary

research.

My JOIDES book which you read in German is finally coming out with an American
edition by the Princeton University Press. I spent half year revising the text and it now reads
much, much better. The distant view also has helped.

Looking forward to hearing from you soon. With best regards,

Sincerely,

\

i
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES

PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-865-3191

12 March, 1991

Dr. K. J. Hsii

ETH-Zentrum

Geologisches Institut
Sonnq gstrasse 5

CH-B?@ Zuirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

What a thrill to hear from you,. especially as the envelope from
California carried no warning that I would find tidings from my
dear old friend inside it.

You give me too much credit re religion. However, I do think
humans must have it. The USSR is breaking up in large part for
the lack of it, rather than for the economic reasons usually
cited. There are and have been bad religions, and as practiced,
many forms of Christianity and Islam are in that category. But
because humans need religion they have appealed and still appeal
to millions. Nationalism, including what a seminary professor of
mine called "American civil religion" is a very bad form of
religion, etc.

I should emphasize, if I haven't, that I have had no formal
religious conféction for 10 years. Of existing bodies to which

I have access, I can imagine an eventual connection only with the
Quakers--I agree with all their major stands, and they do provide
for rites of passage and the need for community.

Your adherence to Taoism might be open to the criticism of "cheap
grace," not so? I mean, you don't have to worry about any
demands other Taoists might place upon you in Switzerland. Too

easy?

I liked your letter a lot, and I really do wonder if we shouldn't
do something jointly in this area? As far as your MS is
concerned, I'd be glad to read it critically. As far as being
gentle is concerned, I'll try hard, but in any case you KNOW I
love you and would defend you even if you were a neo-Nazi!

All the best to you and your family. After a terrible 1990,
featuring Mother's decline and death and other horrors, 1991
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seems to be going better. I got the Fulbright, which I may have
already told you. I just received word that I got the Indian
International biennial Medal for outstanding contributions to
paleobotany/palynology. I go to India in Nov. to get it and
give the expected lecture. Not as glorious as your
accomplishments, but nice.

Yours as ever,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et
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Ve must preach down marmiage. ¥We must affinn that no man has a right to many, withouta
fair ' respect af heing ahie ie suppert & 1emily.. 7 e the pinishiment af Nelure
BE shouid e jafl. the punisivnent af Wwant. He shauld be (sught ta Xnew thet

2he Jaws af Netura, Whith sre the 78w's af Gag, heve deaimad hir 616 His
femify ia suffer for disoheying their repesied somanitions. < (1talics are
cited by Godwin from Malthus.)

As | religious man, you would probably agree with me, that Malthus
the mathematician made only two necessary postulates, but not the
sufficient postulates. He did not distinguish man from wildbeats; he did not
see the necessity of a third postulate, namely: Many, if-not all, men have a M"‘
need to believe in 6od” (e Th, we cowld howt o TG

"Goed T\ pye wteeal

You have been my teacher in religion, Al, since the Shell days. Ever
since Ruth died, | have been religious. | shall remain a taoist, however,
because my experiences with Chinese rice -christians will prevent me from
ever being identified with a christian church, catholic or protestant. On the
other hand, | am hoping that we are going into a better century, a new world,
where charity rather than greed will be accepted as the Law of Nature, or

Law of God.
| do hope to see you when you come to Europe next year. Please do

plan to stay a week or so with us in Zurich when you come. It has always
been a great pleasure to discuss with you the mystery of life.

Fond regards to you and Betty
Sincerely,

e Do wnrtten o et daalk, Qe
'FK:‘M,RQ} ff\rr Q_D._../Q\ALSL /{»-n_«_o Z‘r d\'J\Ck
Prowse 3o (e < wee A a“”"\
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORTES |
435 Deike Building |
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-865-3191

6 February, 1991

Dr. K. J. Hsi
Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum .
Sonneggstrasse 5
CH-8092 Ziirich
Switzerland

Dear Ken:

I greatly enjoyed your article "Ist Gaia endotherm" in
ETH-Zirich (Jan. 1991)! I have read about "Gaia" in Lynn
Margulis' work, but think your explanations are much easier to
understand.

Does this idea contain the germ of a new modern religion devoid
of superstition? As you know, men in the past worshiped the sun,
not actually too crazy an idea. Could we perhaps "worship" the
modernly-conceived "Gaia-Sonne-System"? It might make more
sense than to worship a god, whose wishes and commands are
transmitted by prejudiced people.

Hang in there. All the best as always, old friend.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT /et



	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054



