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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419
fax: 814-865-3191

(written) 19 December, 1989

S KON TR H Sl

Geologisches Institut, ETH-Zentrum
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH~-80N92 Zirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Yours of 18 November and two enclosed reprints lie before me at

a carrell in the St. Joseph, Michigan, public library. Betty is
working on her thesis on the other side of the carrell. We are
here to do things for my mother (having also been to Indianapolis
about her mother). When the nurse's aide comes, I leave for a
respite. Mother is having a bad day, and I think the end of her
being in her own home is now imminent.

There is clearly not enough time to do justice to your letter and
the reprints. I hope there will be later.

My statement, that gradualism/actualism works 99% of the time,
meant that, in interpreting fossil sequences, gradualistic
assumptions work fine except at crises. (0f course that means
that gradualism doesn't work at the most critical times!)
However, it should be noted that I write as a paleobotanist. The
style of botanical evolution is clearly very different from that
of animals. In my opinion, the incredible durability of plant
lineages makes gradualism work for plants 99.9% of the time.
Furthermore, the big crises for plants were apparently at
different times from those for animals (e.g., mid-Permian, late
Jurassic).

The rest of your letter, re your encounter at U. of Chicago,
etc., was very interesting indeed. Regarding evolutionary
concepts in relation to politics--they have of course played a
role. I suspect I was already lecturing on that (began in 1966)
before you were deeply into it. However, xenophobia is the
root problem, and very ancient; politicians merely latched onto
evolution as an up-to-date excuse. The Spaniards in the 16th
century used other excuses for exterminating whole peoples
(Caribs, for example).

Must return to Mother's place. All the best.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
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Darwin via Ernst Haeckle. Look at the way we spend money on defence: The kings
in the Middle Ages did not use tax money for war; Charles the Fifth had to borrow
from the merchants of Nurenburg. Their money for defence was used in building
cathedrals, because of the fear of the Supernatural. The rise of the National States
adopted Darwinism for their own purposes, like the Dynasties of China adopted
Confucianism. How else could American people tolerate the military spending of
304 billion dollars a year, and the making of weapons capable of killing billions of
people, if they have not been hoodwinked into such an evil ideology that our
existence depends upon the extermination of an enemy. I gave talks recently on the
theme, that our mortal enemy is not "the other group," but, as we discussed at
Interlaken, the wanton habitat destruction which sooner rather than later would do
away with all of us, as well as many other species now living. Peter laughs at the
ineffectual way of my pacificism, but it is my modest service to God. I believe all
too sincerely in St. Paul that life is service to God and death a reward.

This has turned out to be a longer letter than I intended, but I hope you could
read my message with sympathy. If I have not written dispassionately, I have at
least meant well.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Uy




THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEQSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phong: 814-863-3419
fax: 814-865-3191

7 November, 1989

D K JaeHs

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 ZUrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Thanks for yours of 18 October and the reprint (yes, there was an
earlier one-—-it was in the same briefcase of correspondence!). I
am reading your letter on a plane between DC and Chicago. Now
that you seem to be calm enough to discuss the matter, I will
repeat what I've said before--you are quite right in your
analysis of the weakness of Darwin's analysis of evolution vis &
vis the particulars of natural selection and his complete
rejection of catastrophism. But it's a very complex matter, and
just as Lyellian-Huttonian gradualism works 99% of the time, so
natural selection does clearly work 99% of the time. The problem
is that the style of evolution of Galapagos finches doesn't
explain the origin of birds from thecodonts very well at all.
That natural selection is right most of the time you have
overlooked. Perhaps you should read more Steve Gould--though a
catastrophist, he understands this matter.

Secondly, while Darwin's analysis of the mechanisms was
(partially) wrong, his contiribution in making sense of what had
made no sense before, and getting the idea accepted, was a great
stroke of genius. The rejection of a less-than-10,000 year-old
world, for example, was greatly helped by the insight that the
changes Darwin observed in such elegant detail had to be
projected millions of years into the past. (One personal
problem, I admit, is that I am a botanist, and plants have, in
fact, been far more gradualistic than animals!--see my paper
"plant evolution dances to a different beat", Hist. Biol. 1,
1988, 277-301, which, according to my records, I sent you

earlier.)

The other problem I have with your writings on this subject is
that your analysis of the evils of social darwinism, in my
opinion, deals too harshly with Mr. Darwin personally. As I read
his correspondence, I see very little evidence that he was more
narrow-minded than such a radical liberal contemporary as
Lincoln, who though a noted friend of Afro-Americans, opposed
"miscegenation." Again, it's a complicated matter. Clearly,
genetics of humans is important (mapping the genome is the new
Manhatten Project), and there was some truth to the eugenicists'
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claim that breeding future generations from defective parents is
likely to cause problems for H. sapiens. But in the hands of
insane people the notion of finding ways to encourage capable
people to propagate (they can offer better environments too) went
off into sterilization programs and the like, and of course, to
all the horrors of the NSDAP. But blaming good ol' Chuck for
Himmler is absurd--about like blaming Einstein for Hiroshima.

I'm glad to see you're reading Popper and Feyerabend. Doubtless
you've noted that the latter thinks we can't really know
anything! Popper would have to admit that evolution as a fact,
regardless of its mechanisms, could be falsified by fossils.

That is why creationist nuts are always claiming evidence for
Devonian or Cretaceous humans: a doctor in Lock Haven, PA, has a
personal museum of "human remains" from the Catskill. (I
recently realized that the picturing of humans with dinosaurs is,
for creationists, an article of faith, not a silly mistake.)

In summary, the "one mistake" of Professor Hsti is throwing out
the baby with the dirty bath water. One of these days I'll try
to read the Pusey book--you had mentioned it before, but not so

fully.

This sort of discussion is very stimulating. It takes the place
this semester of the fun I had for 23 years giving philosophy of
evolution lectures in the local evolution course. (I also did
plant evolution.) The new head of biology here is a human
geneticist who fired me from the course, along with the other
paleontologist and the plant systematist, to replace us with
three molecular types. I demanded a hearing, and she told me
that an evolution course needs no paleontology or fossils—--it can
be done much better with DNA-sequencing.

All the best, old friend.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



Eidgendssische
m Technische Hochschule
Zurich

Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Zurich
Politecnico federale di Zurigo
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich

Geologisches Institut

Prof. K. J. Hsli
Durchwahl-Nr.: 01 / 256 3669
Sekretariat: 01 / 256 3680

gzir!i;?:g;:; Institut 105, LU IRet
The Pennsylvania State University
EL*_%SS"Z-}L-C,, Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories
435 Deike Building -
University Park, PA 16802
U.S.A. r

Ziirich, October 18th 1989

Dear Alfred :

It was great receiving your letter.

The book on Darwinism and China was written by Pusey, perhaps a relative of
the former president of Harvard." It is published by the Harvard University Press,
and your library should have a copy. You could perhaps understand my psyche,
and also my reaction against Darwinism better after you have had a chance to read a
few lines from that opus. Itis, by the way, very humorously written, especially the
way he lampooned the Chinese racism.

Darwin, of course, did not invent evil. He only claimed to have found the
scientific basis for evil. (He did that a century before "Scientific Creationists") The
way Chinese Darwinists dealt with the matter of original sin is very funny. You
have to read Pusey.

Did I send you the enclosed reprint ? If I have, please give it to another person.
The manuscript was, by the way, rejected by the National Academy of Sciences, on
the ground that the manuscript does not contain results of original research; that was
the only excuse they could use, in order not to publish a manuscript submitted by a
member or by a foreign associate. I would appreciate if you could point out to me
where is the weak link in my logic. Or are biologists - the editor of the NAS
proceedings is one - simply dogmatists ?

Your friend

C/\

Ken Hsii

t By Von !




PSH: The June 4 massacre has made me realize once again how easily deluded
I could be by politicians. Communism is bankrupt, be it international communism

or national communsim. Lincoln was right, you cannot fool all the people all the
time.




THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419

3 October, 1989

Dy KTt s U

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

How nice to hear from you! Seeing you and Christine again, in
April and May, was a high point of the year, and our lives. We
won't miss good chances to see you--aber Ihr seid an der Reihe!
Ihr seid auch hier immer herzlich willkommen!

Your words about palynomorphs and sedimentation were right down
my alley (I'm doing a book on that for Cambridge Univ.
Press)--but you don't say what and with whom you're disputing.

One day I should see the darwinism-in-China book. Christian
theology has a lot about evil and teaches that it is
part-and-parcel of the human character. Christianity is very
pessimistic about H. sapiens, unless he is redeemed (mystically),
considering our species to be under the cloud of "original sin".
This is very broad and has to do with Adam and Eve only as a sort
of caricature. Thus, to Christian theology, evil was considered
natural law long (3,000 yrs.?) before Darwin.

I'm attending no scientific meetings until 1990--I have to travel
too much on family business. Interlaken and the APP in Krefeld
were it for 1989.

Best to you all!

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



Eidgendssische Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Zurich
m Technische Hochschule Politecnico federale di Zurigo
Zirich Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich

Geologisches Institut

Prof. K. J. Hsl
Durchwahl-Nr.: 01 / 256 3669
Sekretariat: 01 / 256 3680 Dr. Alfred Traverse
Postadresse: The Pennsylvania State University
g?."_”"’z-‘gf,;’;ﬁ trediis Department of Geosciences
CH-8092 Ziirich Palynological Laboratories
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
U.S.A.
Ziirich, September 18th 1989
Dear Al :

Digby told me that you were a little disappointed that you were not invited to
give a talk at the Festschrift Symposium last week. I too was disappointed, because
I am (via the work of Catherine Sidler) getting myself involved in controversy with
Swiss palynologists. A talk by you on transported pollen would have been a most
appropriate contribution. Unfortunately, the organizers did not think of that; I could
assure you that it was not a consequence of our debate on Darwinism.

Kerry Kelts gave me a book on Charles Darwin and China, written by Pusey,
son of the former President of Harvard. The monograph recounts the history of
Darwinism in China, and I was happy to discover the basis of my understanding of
Darwinism. Christine pointed out to me, like others, that evil existed long before
Darwin. Of course, we all know that. Only, evil was considered natural law after
Charles Darwin, whether he is to blame or not.

I don't intend to start a new round of arguments. At any rate, it was fun seeing
you and Betty again. Hope you come and visit us soon.
With best regards,
Sincerely,

(Cen

Ken Hsii

PS: I shall be in GSA, St. Louis, Would you be there ?
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419

1 September, 1989

Prof. Dr. K. J. Hsl
Geologisches Institut
E.T.H.-Zentrum
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zilirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Here's the final version of my Interlaken paper. It was reviewed
by W. G. Chaloner of U.K. I accepted all of his suggested
changes. I suppose one copy is enough, to save on airmail
postage. There seem to be good xerox machines in Switzerland.

Digby told me yesterday a.m. that he's on his way to some sort of
big deal for you. Whatever it is, I wish you all the best at it
and always.

Regards to Christine.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et
encl: MS



& Eidgendssische EQ polytechniquefédérale de Zurich
Technische Hochschule Politecnico federale di Zurigo

Zirlch i Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich

Prof. Dr. KJ. Hst
Geologisches Institut ,

Durchwahl-Nr.: 01 / 256 3669 Dr. A. Traverse
Sekretariat: 01 / 256 3680 Penn. State University
Postadresse:

Geologisches Institut

ETH-Zentrum

CH-8092 Ziirich

Ziirich, March 29, 1989

Dear Dr. Traverse,

thank you for sending us the revised version of your position
paper.

Referring to your questions about the talk in Bern: The
meeting will take place at the University of Bern on the
afternoon of Thursday, April 27th. Your talk is scheduled for

45 minutes.

I hope this is sufficient information for the time being. The
final circular will be sent out later this week.

Yours sincerely,

Wik, Yeluw~ Uty

Ulrich Henken—-Mellies



Eidgenossische Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Zurich
Technische Hochschule Politecnico federale di Zurigo
Ziirich Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich

Geologisches Institut

Prof. K. J. Hsl
Durchwahl-Nr.: 01 / 256 3669
Sekretariat: 01 / 256 3680

Postadresse: i Dr. Alfred Traverse
g;‘_ﬂ_"zsgzﬁ;enf L The Pennsylvania State
CH-8092 Zirich University ,
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Labs.
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16302
U.S.A.
Ziirich, March 6th 1989
Dear Al :

You have been invited to speak at Berne University on Thursday, April 27th,

afternoon, for about 45 minutes.

Greetings

S

Ken



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 16802

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences

Area Code 814
Department of Geosciences :
Palynological Laboratories 8633419
(e A ENNET S e 5 7

Dr. K. J. Hsl
E.T.H. —Zentrum
Sonneggstrasse 3
CH 8092 Zlrich
Switzerland

Dear Ken:
As you can see from the mistakes, I am typing this myself.

Enclosed is the revised version of the position-paper. I am still
not at all happy with it, but it is a better document than it was
before and does, I think, contain some original ideas.

ANOTHER URGENT PROBLEM: please send off an airmail postcard amswering

the question raised in mine of 24 February toward the end: where and when
does the meeting sponsored by the Swiss Academy occur? How long do I

have to speak? I need to know these matters for various reasons, partly
obvious...planning the talk reasons. But also significant is that I am
planning some side-trips between the end of the obligations in Switzerland
and the German paleobotanical meetingsland the timing will affect that.

Best wishes.

As ever,

/Vf;/ St

enclosures



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL |ABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (B14)865-6711

24 February, 1989

DrsWK: J. Hsl

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Help! Yours of 26 January with various enclosures has popped up
here--I apparently let it get "buried" just before I left for
Michigan. It provides much more info. Please ignore therefore
the inappropriate parts of the other letter (but do answer the
questions about duration and location of my post-conference
lecture!). I will get you a second draft of the position paper
before the mid-March deadline.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Al fred Traverse

AT/et






THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802

(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6711

24 February, 1989

Dr., K. J. Hsl

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 ZUrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Thanks for your cordial letter of 3 February. It took a while
to get here and then arrived during my absence. (I was in
Michigan tending to various of my Mother's affairs.)

You don't say anything about the question I raised earlier (my
letter to you of 24 January) re a second version of my position
paper. I don't know what your silence means-—-maybe to forget it
and spend the time I would have devoted to a second draft
thinking about the basic matters involved--that's what I am
doing, in the absence of counter-instructions.

How could I turn you down? I will do my best to be entertaining
and stimulating in addressing the audience that meets under
auspices of the Swiss Academy of Science.

The title of the talk will be:

Vegetable tenacity and the stubborn independence of "das
griine Reich¥ "

Now, old friend, as soon as you get this, pop a postcard in the
mail! HOW LONG DO I HAVE TO SPEAK? WHEN AND WHERE DO I SPEAK?

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



Eidgendssische Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Zurich
m Technische Hochschule Politecnico federale di Zurigo
Zirich Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich

Geologisches Institut , Prof. Dr. Kenneth J. Hsti
Durchwahl-Nr.: 01 / 256 3669

Sekretanat: 01 / 256 3680

Postadresse:

Geologisches Institut

ETH-Zentrum

CH-8092 Ziirich

February 3, 1989

Dear Alfred:

| am glad to learn that you have accepted the invitation to come to
Interlaken for the Workshop on Past global Change. As you have leaj’éd
from the Second Circular, the Thursday afternoon and evening will be
scheduled as the time for the working group chairman and report of each
group to write their reports. The Swiss Academy of Natural Sciences will
invite the others to a symposium onf Past Global Change to be opened to
the scientific community of Switzerland.

| am writing to invite you to give one of the four talks at the
symposium. Many of us in Switzerland are interested in your work on the
patterns of plant evolution. If you could speak on that, | would be much
obliged. You are, of course, free to deliver a talk on any subject which you
would like to speak on.

Could you tell me if you could accept the invitation, and, if so,
could you send the title of your talk to me before March 10.

| am looking forward to hearing from you. With best wishes,

Sincerely,

s Lt

Ken Hsil

c.c. Prof. Dr. A. Matter, Bern
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Eidgenéssische Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Zurich
Technische Hochschule Politecnico federale di Zurigo
Ziirich Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich

Geologisches Institut , Prof. Dr. Kenneth J. Hsi
Durchwahl-Nr.: 01 / 256 3669

Sekretariat: 01 / 256 3680

Postadresse:

Geologisches Institut

ETH-Zentrum

CH-8092 Zirich

January 26, 1989
Prof. A. Traverse
Pennsylvania State University
US.A.

Dear Al:

| read your position paper with interest. | think it is good. What |
shall suggest are only to focus more on the theme of the workshop. | am
writing you, with a copy to all working group organizers so that the others
may also have some additional msnht in what we hope to do

G glvmg a rewewofour present state of

knowledge on an mterdtsolpllnary problem. For this reason, the organizers

of the working group are given a free hand to choose the scientific leaders
without consideration of their sex, or race, or national origin. This is
unusual for an IUGS working group, and this results in an overwhelming
predominance of the male WASP in the make up of the workshop.
lromcally, thIS is the true spmt of the "affirmative action”.

[he theme is "Past ( INChHanges e On your subject, you have
brought out severa| important issues. ke your statement:
It is the destruction of hundreds of thousands of square miles of
forest--green biomass -- in Brazil that really threatens to upset the
balance of the biosphere vis a vis the carbon, oxygen and water cycles,
among other matters.
| hope the workshop c

/hat are the "other mat ﬁ@% Wi ala the kmds of symbloses among the
various organisms |n troplcal forests? What consequences would that be
to the mankind when many of those symbiotic species should become
extinct? Do we have any lessons from the geologic past? Those are the
types of questions which are, as originally intended by us organizers, to be
discussed during the workshop.

I know the past record mvolves very slow rate
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organizations, SO tt& the results could influence Qlitical decisions, etc.

In order to finance 10 or I5 such working groups per year, we need
organization and financial support to the extent that it is unlikely to be
done by IUGS or by IUQUA, singly or cooperatively. We need an organization
similar to the IGCP of IUGS/UNESCO. | have, therefore, suggested to the
UGS Bureau to initiate discussions with the UNESCO to implement a joint
program, which might be called Global Changes, Past and Present, or Global
Change and Geosciences Development. The President of IUGS is bringing up
this matter to be discussed by Executive Committee of IUGS, which meet
in Paris now. If approved, some actions will be taken in the months before
Interlaken. Even if we are not going to have an IUGS/UNESCO program, the
IUGS may decide to go on its own and to initiate a few key projects with
funding support by IUGS.

With this plan of action in mind, we would like to see that
Interlaken provides the opportunity for us to identify the most urgent
projects, involving- the maximum "grass-root" participation, to be
initiated, and ‘the dynamic scientists who may be leaders of the potential
projects to be funded by IUGS/UNESCO or by IUGS alone. We expect this
could be done not not during the formal discussions sessions, but also
during evening cocktail hours, etc.

| hope | have given you enough information to prepare for this
venture. With best regards to you and Betty both.

Sincerely,
i

iz &;ﬂ/\

Ken Hsl

c.c. Digby Mclaren
Nick Shackleton
Nat Rutter
lan Thornton



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6711

24 January, 1989

Dr. K. J. Hsii

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Ztirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

I hope this gets to you before you reply to my last one! In the
meantime, copies of things you wrote that Digby had sent a while
ago finally arrived here and answered practically all of my
gquestions, e.g., that I will not actually orally deliver my
"position paper." Therefore, perhaps "handouts" are in order,
rather than slides. Also, I see now that some different angles
would be better for my contribution. That raises an important
new question: what is the deadline for a second, final version
of my paper?

I have misspent hours looking into NSF funding for the trip--"no
dice." I am therefore hoping that at least a few § will come
from IUGS. Penn State will probably, if all else fails, give me
at least a few hundred toward the air ticket itself.

This semester Betty is teaching beginning German at Penn State,
having taken courses every year since we last saw you. She
therefore will not be able to join me in Switzerland until after
the semester ends, that is, about 9 May. Between the end of the
Interlaken meeting and then I suppose I should do something
useful, such as visit one or two of my German colleagues (e.g.,
Schweitzer in Bonn).

It will be good to see you again, and Betty and I are both
looking forward to seeing Christine too, in Zirich. We have an
offer of lodging from one of my former Christuskirche
parishioners, just around the corner from you ("in der Hub").
All of this presumes you won't be in Antarctica, Tibet, etc.

All the best.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6711

17 January, 1989

Dr. K. J. Hsti

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

When Digby McLaren invited me last fall to take part in the
Interlaken conference, he indicated that a "draft" of what I
proposed to deal with should be sent to you "by the end of the
year." Inasmuch as the various paperwork was not finalized until
the end of October, I phoned Digby at that time and was informed
that "sometime in January" would be acceptable. So, here we are.

I got some relief from teaching, as of 5 January, to prepare for
the conference. That hasn't helped much yet--but will. I

submit herewith what I have been able to dash off so far, with
due apologies. Between now and mid-April I expect to fill in
more ideas, more references, adequate illustrations, etc. I have
had as yet very little input about the shape of this task. Could
you let me know, for example, how long a presenter of a
position-paper has to do so, and something about the structure of
such a session? Would help in terms of preparation of visuals,
for example. I really have almost no information about practical
matters of that sort!

Best as always.

Yours very truly,
Alfred Traverse

AT/et
encl: "draft"
cc: D. J. McLaren



Eldgendssische
m Technische Hochschule
Zirich

Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Zurich
Politecnico federale di Zurigo
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich

Geologisches Institut

Prof.. Kenneth J. Hsti
Durchwahl-Nr.: 01 / 256 3669
Sekretariat: 01 / 256 3680
Postadresse:

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

CH-8092 Ziirich

Dear Al :

Professor A. Traverse
Pennsylvania State University
Dept. of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA. 16802
U.S.A.

Ziirich, November 3, 1988

Digby McLaren told me that you wili come to Interlaken next April. I am most
pleased. He also indicated that you thought I was still angry with you. This is not so.
I regret very much that I was rude, but my friendship to you and Betty should not be in
any way affected by our disagreement on our judgment of Darwinism.

I cannot remember if I ever sent you a copy of the book The Great Dying.
Anyway, I am sending you a paperback so that you will have a chance to read it if you
have not already received a hard bound copy. I do hope that you will read the book and

be specific in your critique.

With very best wishes to you and Betty.

C"’}\ (__,.l ¢ <

Your friend,

Ken Hsii
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Eidgendssische
Technische Hochschule
Zurich

Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Z urich
Politecnico federale svizzero di Zurigo
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich

Geologisches Institut

Sonneggstrasse 5

Durchwahlnummer 01/256
Telefonzentrale 01/25622 11

Postadresse:

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum
CH-8092 Ziirich

Dear Al:

November 5, 1987
KH/bd

1020

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Deike Building

Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA, 16802

U. S. A.

Thank you for your letter of the 25th. I thought I should answer you
<o as not to insult you by remaining unresponsive.

1) I was surprised that you wrote: "I'm 100% out of it". Was "it" re-
ligious membership? While I am very irritated by church bosses Tike the Polish
pope, I really am not against religions, as long as they preai?ﬂ]ove and believe
in .theix preach. ;5;52_

Usfaet 1§ To accuse that the Chinese are imperialistic in Tfibet an expression
of ignorance of history, or an inability to analyse a complicated problem. You
have only been fed by propaganda from the Dalai Lama r who are not much
different from the white Russians who fled Petersburg. I did not answer your
accusation because the answer lies in a manuscript which may be published one
day.

3) Let us leave the issue of racism in peace. I would not pretend that
I am not bigoted, but I am not a hyprocrite. (By the way, I am not accusing you
of being a hypocrite.)

4) No, Al, I do not write you off. I only ask that we do not discuss the
issue of Darwinism in correspondence, because it does not help our friendship.
We may talk about it one day when we can have a '"give and take" in conversation,
but not in writing. Concerning your wish that we jointly explore an ethic, I would
be happy to hear from you. I myself am more and more inclined to taoism and its
philosophy of wu-weh (no-do). Unfortunately, I have been too much immersed in
the tgestern culture to remember my own heritage.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

ke o

Ken



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

2 October, 1987

Dr. "K. J. Hsl

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zi#irich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Am reminded of you at the moment because I_recently reviewed a MS
for Academic Press. In lieu of an honorarium I selected a copy

of Mountain Building Processes, ed. by one KJH. I am sitting at
the breakfast table where I've misspent an hour eser trying to
understand it. The trouble with such books (practically all of
them) is that, written by a panel: 1) there is no thread or
theme to the book and 2) each article is too technical. I'm
going to go back through it for things I could use in historical
geology, but there is damned little that wouldn't "snow 'em".
However, your own article was a good up-date on geosynclines.

A few of the illustrations could be made into useful slides.

I also have your letter of 27 March on the pile. It would have
been answered long ago, except that we've been really
out-of-pocket. We spent most of the summer away (West and East
Germany, Belgium, France, Calgary, Indiana, Michigan, Greece--a
marvellous botanical-archeological excursion.)

It doesn't surprise me that you are not at your best in the
biological realm (a matter that Bob Ginsburg and I discussed over
beer in Calgary)—--as far as I can recall you were even more
innocent about plants, animals, fungi, protists and monerans than
I was about rocks (which still, per se, bore me). Your
characterizations of Charles Darwin are overblown. He made a
great and lasting contribution by calling attention to the fact
that organic things as a whole make sense, that they are not
unrelated independent creations. For that contribution he
belongs in the Pantheon where he is (Westminster Abbey!). In his
personal life he was unremarkable for a rich man of his times.

He never had a job. He very seldom left Downs. He had no direct
political influence. That his ideas were important to Marx,
Nietzsche, and many others who used them in their own ways, one
can hardly, logically, blame on Darwin.




BSUSR N0 C T RS TS cr e

Your worship of "the good old religion days" before the
industrial revolution is funny. Have you never heard of the
bubonic plague, the crusades, the Thirty Years War, the
Inquisition, "witchcraft", the Islamic sweep over Europe in the
name of Allah, etc., etc.? Your scolding in print of Europeans
about their China policies of the 19th century could only be
taken seriously by folk who know no history. If the British
behaved worse in eastern China than the Chinese Empire did with
its own people, to say nothing of its vassal areas over the
centuries, I would be surprised. For that matter, the treatment
of Tibet in the late 20th century should make any Chinese a bit
cautious about pointing fingers at the suppressors of the Boxer
Rebellion.

News here is that the two mothers are at the moment stable--mine
at 95 is fine, but getting blinder. I arranged a meal service
for her last month and will take over her financial affairs in
December. Betty's mother is permanently in a nursing home
hospital in Indianapolis--we have removed the last vestiges of
their household with a final truck trip in August. Celia and
baby arrive here in a month for a stay of undetermined
duration--her marriage is apparently shaky. I am very nervous
about the whole business, as it will perforce be very disruptive.

Best regards to dear Christine and to Peter--I lowve his letterrqb

and others if you see them. It would be so good to see you all
again--on our trip last summer it was Jjust not possible to
arrange to go to Switzerland.

As ever,.

Alfred Traverse

AT /et



Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

12 March, 1987

IDfiefol i S If skl

Geologisches Insititut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Ziirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Perhaps somebody has called your attention to one example of a
biological agent of mass extinction that is certainly not subject
to challenge. The agent is a certain well known primate of the
late Quaternary!

Just read the comments and reply in Geology with usual interest.

Cheers.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

= AT/ et



Dr. K.J. Hsl
Geologisches Institut
E.T.H.-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5
CH-8092 Zlrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

26 January, 1987

Good to hear from you again.

Re "Social Darwinism"
stone-walling.

(capital S & D!), you are just
You must know from glancing at my annotated

biblio. for the evolution course that I am as aware as you are of
the influence of evolutionary thought on fascism, communism and
Nevertheless, "Social Darwinism" as a

other social movements.

so-named field of sociology allied to eugenics, founded by Sumner

and others,

has been dead for more than 40 years, and it is

misleading to use that expression as if it were a live movement.

Your assessment of Darwin's own political influence, on the
other hand, is a matter of opinion, on which I believe we differ

somewhat.
pretty sure you're going too far,

That is worth more consideration.
as there were widespread

pogroms centuries before Darwin and Hitler,
founders of this country in the late 18th century were much

influenced by Erasmus Darwin,

However, I am

and I doubt that the

to say nothing of his grandson, in

evaluating blacks as constituting fractional human beings (U.S.
constitution).

Best for 1987.

AT/et

PL.S,
brief

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

You all going to be in residence in July? We might take a

"Abstecher"

to Z.

enroute to Int.

Bot.

Congress in Berlin.




11 December, 1986

DL Keinde: Hsll

Ceologisches Institut
L.T.H.~Zentrun
Sonneggstrasse 5

CRL8092 Zilrich, Switzerland

Baar Ken:

Two items enclosed that night mildly interest you--a xerox of a passage.
I pumped into while preparing an eveolution lecture. The other is a hapdjiout
(#7) from these lectures.

Speaking of philosopliy rerinds me of your mentioning in both of your
last two letters that your positions are strengthened by the fact you'wve
suffered a lot., I'm sure that, on reflection, you'll realize that is an
ad hominem (i.e., invalid) augument, of no more value thaW is the faulting
of Rousseau's ideas on social form because he personally abandoned his own
children. -

Best to you all for the holiday season.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et
enclosures



ETI I EI_PGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE !OCHSCHULE
ZURICH

November 4, 1986
KH/bd

Geologisches Institut

Sonneggstrasse 5
Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256

trale 01 / 2562211
Telefonzentra Prof. A Traverse

P - The Pennsylvania State University
S?ﬁ"’zi';ﬁ:‘:' eIt Deike Building
CH-8092 Ziirich University Park. PA, 16802
[JEReS AT
Dear Al:

I did think that my last letter was a little arrogant, even though
I did make a few minor changes after the first version. I was, however,
only sending you a reply, because your letter was also very arrogant to
imply an fignorance on my part. I may not have read as much about Nietzsche
as you have, but the relevant questionz to me is not arguing who has more
influence on Hitler. It is not what is done in the name of philosophy that
concerns me, it is what is done in the name of science, and in the name of
biology. Haeckel may have been a philosopher, but he achieves his fame as a
biologist, and he sells his ideas as scientific ideas. That is my point.

You may indeed have made a study of social Darwinism, or as some people
suggested, social Spencerism. I am not so much interested in social Darwinism
as such, but more in the way that Darwin gave aid and comfort to social
Darwinism, and mistakenly thought he had found scientific basis for that evil
philosophy.

Your letter reminds me of one by a creationist, who feels very emotionally
upset if the name of Jesus Christ is mentioned in vain. Dear Al, you have not
suffered as I have in my life. To me, Darwin's teaching has been the source
of much of the misery of the modern world. I do not understand exactly what is
the meaning of the American expression "playing to the bleachers". My feelings
about the sad consequence of that evil teaching are genuine, as strong as what
you feel about your religion; Darwin is not a scapegoat, he is a demi god to
many of you! If he did not start he certainly added fuel to several evil schools
of idealogy, and he did all that through his fuzzy thinking, his three mistakes.

My editor gave me her copy of "The Great Dying". I intend to have a copy
purchased as a Christmas gift for you. I spent four years "living" with the
book, as Christine and Peter will tell you. Maybe my editor did some revision
in order to'"play for the bleachers', but I could send you a copy of my original
manuscript on the relevant passages, so that you could see the passionate outcry
of a victim. I do hope I can visit you sometime next year, now that we have,more
to talk about. G T

With best regards,

Your=friend, &

iy o 9}

Ken

PS: Would you knock off your professorial title?
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23 October, 1986

Dr. Kenneth J. Hsll
Geologisches Institut
E.T.H.-Zentrum
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Pirst, thought you might not have seen enclosed review (I believe from
St. Louis Post Dispatch, as it looks like their style, and my brother-in-law
who sent it lives in the St. Louils area). Bro's name is Charles Turner, and
he's Kathleen Turner's uncle (as well as Martha Traverse's by marriage!).

Now, to yours of 3 Oct. If I am "innocent" (how nice?), you have a
tendency to be arrogant. Fact is, I doubt very much you've read either more
biology or more philosophy than I. I have been trying to tell you that I
teach a course on the philosophy of evolutionary thought, and of course have
for the whole 20 years of it taught the Darwin-Marx and the Darwin-Hitler
connection. Each year I pick some author to 'cram" im preparation for these
lectures. Last year, Nietzsche--this year, because of you, I'll have
another go at Haeckel (you spell his name wrong), but I doubt I'll change my

mind that Nietzsche had a far bigger influence on Hitler and Nat#onal Socialism.

Back to "Social Darwinism."” You don't seem to know there was such a

field, founded by Sumner, among others, and enjoying, in alliance with eugenics
people, a considerable vogue from 1910-1945 (or so). Theodore Roosevelt bought

it hook-line~and sinker ("...carry a big stick."). It was at one time a
popular position for anthropologists, but was laughed out of " court' in
the late 40s and is now, under that name, dead.

That there were links between Mark's and Lenin's and Mao's thought and
evolutionary concepts is certainly true. It is, however, very &ar fetched
to continue to use Darwin and Haeckel (why not Wallace, Huxley, Haldane,
Goldschmidt, etc.?) as scapegoats for this. It seems to me to smack of
"playing to the bleachers," because the fans all recognize Darwin's name.

Anyway, all the best, old friemd. We still ache that you passed us up
last time in N.A.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl: clipping



ET EIDGEN®OSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
II ZURICH

_ _ October 3, 1986
Geologisches Institut KH/bd

Sonneggstrasse 5
Durchwahlnummer 01 /256

Telefonzentrale 01 / 25622 11 D A Tsree

Postadresse: : The Pennsylvania State Univé¥Sity

Geologisches Institut Deike Building

ETH-Zentrum Palynological Laboratories

CH-8092 Ziirich University Park, Pennsylvania, 16802
(S RAN

Dear Al:

Thank you for your letter of the 26th.

I wish you would chide me in print, say, the Forum of Geology, so that I
can air more of my grievance against Darwin, who may have been more destructive
to humanity than any other historical figure I can think of.

Concerning your presumption that social darwinism has been dead for decades,
I would say that is the first of Traverse's two mistakes. Social darwinism is
very much alive: it forms the basis for oppression in Marxistic countries. It
is the inspiration for terrorism and "national liberation movements". It was the
slogan of the Great Chairman's Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. It supports
the dogma of free trade, which has been exploited by your Japanese and German
friednds to the detriment of the welfare of your future generations. The para-
digm of our society is social Darwinism, and you say it is dead.

Traverse's second mistake was, of course, innocence. You should read
the Scientific Origin of National Socialism by Daniel Gasman (American Elsevier).
In that book you would find the documentation which would enlighten you on the
link between Haeckel and Hitler. By the way, Theo Sommer has also reported that
Mao confided to Helmut Schmidt his indebtedness to Ernst Haeckle, who gave the
Great Leader his idea that endless revolution can be materialized in a Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution. If you had so many relatives who perished or
suffered during the GCR as I have, you would not think that I am unfair to
Haeckle. He was a monster.

Thanks by the way for thinking of us on our 20th wedding anniversary.

We are having a succesful marriage.

Best wishes,
Your friend,

(-0 CERI
Ken' Hsii
Professor of Geology
Foreign Associate, National
Academy of
Sciences



26 August, 1986

Dr. K. J. Hsl

Geologisches INstitut
ETH-Eentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Re your recent piece in Geology, I would chide you on only two points:
1) Social Darwinism has been dead for decades, in the sense of major
figures or parties citing evolutionary theory in support of racism, etec.
You are therefore trying to take credit for shooting a dead serpent; 2) you
give Ernst Haechel an unfair (implied) share in the blame for Nazism. The
culprit is Nietzsche. (By the way, a pre-Darwinian evolutionist, Herbert
Spencer, invented "social Darwinism'' before Darwin.)

I have given lectures on these particular matters for years in our
evolution course and have often wondered if I shouldn't write it up as
a book.

Best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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7 October, 1985

Dr. Kc J- I{SU

ETH=-Zentrum

Geebdgisches Institut
Sonneggstrasse 5

CcH-8092 ZUrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Soory you can't come, but health is certainly a no. 1 reason for
cancelling!

I am going to AASP in El Paso in mid-October and eastern AAPG in
Virginia in mid-Nov., and cannot add still another meeting, so 1'11 miss
you at GSA. Under the circumstances, maybe you should cancel GSA too?

We're o.k. but very overworked and over—-stressed. Betty goes to
Indianapolis while I'm in El Paso to do some more business about her
parents' recent move to a nursing home, sale of their home, etc. We just
had a 3rd grandchild (Paul's second boy). Martha now is (at least
temporarily) a big star as Guenévere in "Camelot" with Richard Harris.
John and family are settling into a new area (Memphis, TN). Bug Celia
is having acute personal problems (again). So it goes. We'd love to drop
in for a Cinar (or however that was spelled!).

Best,
Yours very truly,
Alfred Traverse

Professor of Palynology

AT/et



E:jr EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
l4 ZURICH

September 23, 1985

Geologisches Institut

Sonneggstrasse 5 KH/bd

Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256

Telefonzentrale 01 / 25622 11 DR Al Trevieinse

Postadresse: The Pennsylvania State University'®

Geologisches Institut Deike Building

ETk=Zentrim Department of Geosciences

GLiSusai2uiich Palynological Laboratories
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
u. S. A.

Dear Al:

I have been afflicted by a funny sickness during the last few
years, from time to time I would lose my balance and could not walk
straight any more. The doctors said that it may be caused by virus
infection of the inner ear. The attacks always came suddenly without
apparent reason. Now they told me that it was “stress®, and that I
could prevent recurrences if I substantially cut down my travels.

This leads to the reason why I write, namely to ask you to cancel
my scheduled visit. I would very much like to visit with you and Betty
but please take a rain check. Anyway, I shall go to GSA, and we may
have dinner together on Monday or Tuesday. I have requested lodging
at the Marriott Hotel.

Sorry again for having broken this "date", but you will understand
that my health is important to me.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Ken HSU(C'Q/‘/\



ETl I EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE

ZURICH

Geologisches Institut

Sonneggstrasse 5
Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256
Telefonzentrale 01 / 25622 11
Postadresse:

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

CH-8092 Ziirich

Dear Al:

‘Dr. A. Traverse

July 2, 1985
KH/bd

1020

The Pennsylvania State University
Deike Building

Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
U. S. A.

Thank you for your letter of the 14th.

So it is all set for 7 and 8 November, and I shall come on
Wednesday the 6th, and shall talk on the themes extinction, and
Appalachian—China respectively. It will be easy to make my own travel
arrangement and receive your honorarium in cash.

Christine and Peter are looking forward to going to China.
Peter might learn Chinese after all, because he wants to start a
joint venture with Deng Hsiao Ping.on a philately company in Beijing.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

i Q«é/(A



14 June, 1985

Dr. K. J. Hsl

Goplogisches Institut
E.T.H.~Zentrum
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 ZUrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Yours of 31 May awaited Betty and my return from the difficult and
sad job of closing her parents' home and "putting" them in a "retirement
home".

Dave Egglar, our seminar chairman, and I have discussed your proposal--—
needless to say, we're all delighted that you're comingl We beg leave
only to reverse the dates for the two talks. Tuesday is the "regular"
day for our broadly-based lectures, and Thursday is the backup day.
We'd like your extinction lecture for Thursday, 7 November, as it will
be of multidisciplinary interest, and will be widely advertised. The
Appalachian-China lecture will be a special departmental lecture, which
mostly (if not entirely) geologists will attend, It will occur on
Friday, 8 November, in a more intimate setting.

Dave authorizes me to say that you can expect (your chidice) of
either $R50 honorarium, or the alr ticket you suggest. Obviously,
you are worth more, but that's what is now beingoodfered. You will
have no expenses here in PA, of course.

Good to have your news. Maybe Peter will learn some Chinese this
time. I frequently recall with great amusement his answer in 1981 when
I asked him 1if he'd learn it: "Keineswegs! Es ist nicht die Milhe welt.
Es ist viel zu schwierig. Man muB mindestens 2000 der wahnsinnigen
Zeichnungen lernen, bloB eine Zeityng zu lesen."

Best to all.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

et 1NS
cc: D. Eggler



ET EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
II ZURICGH
Geologisches Institut May 31, 1985

KH/bd

Sonneggstrasse 5
Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256
Telefonzentrale 01 /25622 11

Postadresse:
Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum
CH-8092 Ziirich

Dr. A. Traverse

The Pennsylvania State Universiy
College of Earth and Mineral Sciences
Department of Geosciences

435 Deike Building

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
U. S. A.

Dear Al:
Thank you for your letter of May 22.

After I wrote you, I realised that I shall have to return to Europe
for a talk to the European Science Foundation on November 17. I have decided,
therefore, to make another plan. After the end of the GSA I plan to visit
some friends in the south, but come up to you on November 6, and stay on
till Sunday the 10th, when I plan to visit friends at Chicago.

If it is agreeable with you, I would like to suggest to give two

talks at Penn State, fulfilling your wishes:
1) An Appalachian Mountain on South China Platform, on November 7

2) Enigma of Extinction: Time and Chance in Evolution, on November 8.

The first is a comparative tectonics talk, comparing South China and
Pennsylvanian Appalachians. The second is to present some new data on
environmental changes at biotic crisis, including a definition of the Strange-
love Ocean. Concerning the expenses, they are not important. If your department
has enough funding then you could pick up my Florida—Penn State-Chicago part of
the air fare. I shall, of course, be delighted to stay with you and Betty. If
your department should decide to give me a nominal honorarium as well, I shall
use the check to pay for a Chinese dinner for all of us. Peter and Christine
are both fine. They will go to China with me in July. The garden is beautiful,
with rhododendrons in full bloom. Wish you were here.

With best regards to you and Betty,

Ken



435 Deike Building May 22, 1985 863-3419

Drs: K<\ J. Hsul

Geologisches Institut-E.T.H. Zentrum
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092

Zurich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Yours of 6 May was a thrill! I shared its contents with the proper
authorities here, Wayne Burnham (Dept. Head) and Dave Eggler (seminar
Chairperson), and they are enthused about your giving a talk or talks here.

First, we need to explain some matters — our semester classes end on 9 Dec. ,
and exams begin 13 Dec. Thus, of the Tues. regular seminar slots, only 3 Dec.
(within the "early-mid December" time—frame you mentioned) is suitable. 10
Dec. would be very marginally possible.

Second, I am supposed to discover what sort of honorarium you would expect -
help with your transportation, expenses in this area/actually Betty and I
assume you'll stay at "Alfabet"), or what?

As to the topic, the Chinese tectonic talk arouses the more interest, though
we all are fascinated also by “"Strangelove Ocean”(!). For the modest
honorarium PSU pays, it is too much to expect, but if you were willing one of
these could occupy the traditionmal Tues. slot and the other could be a special
lecture at another time.

In any event, the Traverses greatly anticipate your visit. After you've been
here, the only remaining Hsu male who has yet to visit us is dear Peter.

Please greet Peter and Christine for us.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palomnology

/3b
cc: Dave Eggler



TI I E[PGEN@SSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
E ZURICH
Geologisches Institut e May 6, 1985

KH/bd

Sonneggstrasse 5
Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256
Telefonzentrale 01 / 25622 11

Postadresse:
Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum
CH-8092 Zirich

Dr. A. Traverse e
The Pennsylvania State University
College of Earth & Mineral Sciences
Palynological Laboratory

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
U. S. A.

Dear Al:

I am writing to let you know that I am planning to visit the
States next fall. I am taking a leave from ETH, and plan to attend
the GSA meeting in Florida, before working my way across the con-
tinent and back. I plan to be in State Univ. sometime in early or mid December,
and plan to spend sometime visiting old friends. If you would like
to ask me to "sing for my supper", please let me know so that I
could start making a schedule.

Aside from the subjects on which I have talked often, you might
be interested to know that we have done quite a bit of work on Swiss
lakes and on Chinese geology. I could give talks on Lakes as Laboratories
of Experimental Geology (one on sediment-gravity flows, one on Strange-
love Ocean, one on varves, one on Quaternary History), or on Tectonics
of Southeast China.

Looking forward to seeing you in next fall.

With best regards,

(Cn

Ken Hsu



T EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
E l_l ZURICH

Geologisches Institut February 6, 1985
Sonneggstrasse 5 KH/bd

Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256
Telefonzentrale 01 / 25622 11
1020

Postadresse:

Geologisches Institut Dr. A. Traversg

ETH-Zentrum The Pennsylvania State University

CH-8092 Ziirich College of Earth & Mineral Sciences
Palynological Laboratory
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
U. S. A.

Dear Al:

Thank you for your letter of 21 January. I am pleased that I
have friends. Many of us should get medals, but only those who have
friends get nominated. I was not surprised to have American friends,
but I was surprised,indeed,that I have British friends who gave me
the Wollaston Medal. I made a completely different speech in London
(one week after San Antonio), appealing to the British sense of humor
with a gentle self mockery. It was more proper for that occasion.

You might note that I only mentioned the names of those who died
or who are fading away from the profession. This is the reason that
your name was not singled out; you are too successful.

Yes, I too noticed the high casualty rate of our former colleagues
at Shell. There were several reasons: suicide, accident, but mostly
depression—induced cancers and heart attacks. The management with Higgs
and Nanz etc. had no idea that they needed a distant view in personnel
matters; those who did have the vision, namely Gershinowitz and Noyes
Smith had been pushed aside. So the lab was destroyed, and many first-
rate people became victims. You and I were lucky rats who left the
sinking ship early enough.

About Peter Hochuli's resignation, I think it is a minus for us,
but a plus for Peter. We wuld like to keep him, and are trying to find
a replacement. But it won't be easy.

Martin, by the way, is back from China. He is working but will
go back to study in April. Elisabeth finished a diploma work on the
chemical taxonomy of Betunica spp. She is now at Fine Art School in

Paris. Andrew is finishing teachers' college, but will,study music,
after all. Christine sends you her best regards. zbmgflﬂ_ S o

Sincerely,

Ken Hsi

Lot ?-GLHT



21 January, 1985

Dr. K. J. Hsil

Geetdgisches Institut-ETH
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Just read your response to the Twenhofel Medal in November '84 J.
Pal. It was very moving and read with great interest and empathy.
Hope you all are well.

The state of palynology in Switzerland makes me sad--surely Zlirish
somewhere should have a little place for one pre-Quaternary person?

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

'»



ETI I EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE

ZURICH
Geologisches Institut October 19, 1984
Sonneggstrasse 5 KH/bd
Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256
Telefonzentrale 01 / 25622 11
Postadresse: Dr. A. Taverse 1020
Geologisches Institut The Pennsylvania State University

ETH-Zentrum

s Deike Building
CH-8092 Ziirich

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
USSSERAR

Dear Al:

Thank you for your letter of October 9. There must be rumours
that I have been complaining about ETH, because I am deluged from
offers from the US. The fact is, as you know, I am too deeply com-
mitted to Switzerland (though not necessarily to ETH). I cannot
lead you on a widegoose chase. Thank you very much for thinking
of me.(You may hear at GSA that I am going to Berkeley, but this
is only for a temporary visit).

Sorry that Jiang's stay in the US is so short. I remember her,
and her work.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Ken Hsii



9 October, 1984

Dx, K. J. Hsll

Geologisches Institut
ETH~-Zentrum
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

As you probably knmow, this very large department (Geosciences)
g¢s seeking a new Head. We were told that a world-class leader is sought,
and would we please nominate. I nominated you, though I know of your
deep commitment to ETH and Switzerland. Would you be interested? If
so, send me a vita for our use.

Best to all.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

P.S. Did I write that Paul and family live in Vestal, only a few blocks
from where you used to live?

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




14 August, 1984

Dr. K. J. Hsll

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zen txrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8006 ZUrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

This will arrive much delayed, because I'm secretary-less at
the moment--Betty will type whem she returns. 1 liked your letter
of 17 July. I look forward to the new book. Watch out for paleon-
tologists riding hobby horses. Gould iz one of, 1f not the, worst.
His articles in Natural History contain so many pleces of special
pleading and bad logic per inch that I scarcely know where to start
in analysing them! (Revolutionary evolution, of course, greatly
appeals to marxists.)

All the best, and to your dear wife and children.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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ETH ZGesieseos

Geologisches Institut
Sonneggstrasse 5
Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256
Telefonzentrale 01 / 2562211

Postadresse:
Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum
CH-8092 Ziirich

Dear Al:

TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE

July 27, 1984
KH/bd

Professor A. Traverse 2

Pennsylvania State University
College of Earth & Mineral Sciences
Palynological Laboratories
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
UASSTNAR

I finished writing my book and could now answer your letter
of 24th February. Need to have no fear, I quite agree that paleontology
is biology and that evolution is history of life. However, even evolutionary
biologists would like to know something about the environments, or their
changes which may have worked on natural selection. Therefore, I have
been invited to tea by biologists and paleontologists who are planning
a Dahlem Conference on the paleontological record of evolution; I was,
in fact, asked to be a member of the organizing committee.

Finally it may intrigue you that I have decided to use a biblical
citation as the "theme song" of each of my chapters, but don't worry, I
am lending the creationists any consolation or comfort.

3]
With best regards,

Sincerely,

i

Ken Hsii



18 May, 1984

Dr. K. J. Hsl .
Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

I always think of vou a 10t anyway, but the recent flap about Shell
stock has made me think of you even more often than usual. When I left
Shell in 1962, I kept one (1) share of Shell stock in order to get the
annual report. Whenever they had splits or suggested dividends be used
to buy more shares, etc., I always dutifully signed, and the one ahare
by now is 41, still not much.

A couple of months ago Royal Dutch/Shell created a new holding company
in the USA for the sole purpose of acquiring the 307 of Shell-USA stock
they didn't already control., Whedn and 1f they do, they will abolish
Shell-USA as an entity. Reams of papers went out to stockholders asking
them @to''Tender' thelr shares at $58. At the time negotiations began,
Shell was selling at $38, so that seemed fair enough. I tendered.

However, there have been some very peculiar things about all this that
nobody is discussing:

l. The reasons for acquiring the remaining 30%,so that Shell-USA
can be fully owned and incorporated in RD/S are not”credible ("to gain
more complete control over reserves', etc., etc.), because Romal Dutch/
Shell already controlled Shell-USA completely!

2. Mr. Bookhout kept and keeps issuing statements stressing his
"independence'. Bosh. He has a bedside phone to the Hague which he
uses to secure permission to go to the toilet. This has to be a smoke-
screen.

What are they really up to? Shell Canada issued new stock recently,
with the stipulation that US citizens can't buy it. Is that related?
What do those Shell internationalists in the Hague know about the
asituation in the USA and its future that we don't know? Very puzzling and
disturbing. See enclomare #1.

Enclosure #2 is a xeroxed paper I thought you might not see and should.
Best regards to Christine et al.

Yours cordially,

AT/et
encl: clipping, paper by Laporte Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



24 February, 1984

Dr. K. J. Hsli

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum -
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Thanks for the inseription-card, now duly pasted into the updated, expanded
version of "Als das Mittelmeer eine Wilste war', which also graces my mis-
cellany table.

"Actualistic Catastrophism....' is funn reading, and -I'm sure you're
basically right. lHowever, I warn vou once again sbout uncritical acceptance
of opinions of paleontologists—-e.g., Gould. He is potitically a Marxist,
and I see continually in his writing (I subscribe to Natural History, and
read his monthly columms) evidence of special Marzist pleading--the silly
bit about Tielhard was a good example.

I would like to stress that paleontology is a branch of biology more
than it is a branch of peology, just as geochemistry is more nearly chemistry
than it is geology. Mine must approach fossils as a biologist if one is
studying evolution, and it is not really possible to "do" evolutionary
paleontology with only a smattering of biology, gleaned hewe and there, and
he who tries this is likely to make egregious hlunders, -unless he consults
biologically trained people constantly and knows which ones to consult.
For example: "Aquilapollenites vegetation''. Nobodv knows what the systematic
position of the producing plants was, but aside from that, it is extremely
improbable that the Triprojectacites-producers were ever a primary constituent
of vegetation anywhere. Aquilapollenites et al. are characteristic and easlly
recognizable and good zone-fossils, but mever abundant. A new genus of the
group 1s about to be published from the Eocene (species traversii!). TFor
another example: the closest extant relatives of dinosaurs now alive are
probably the birds, not snakes or even crocodiles. The sex of birds is most
assuredly x-y-determined (though itiig& the male which is =-x!). Etec.

Where on earth did you get the idea that Darwin was "religious'? Because
he's buried inn Westminster Abbey? His father and grandfather were both
famous atheists, and I doubt that Charlie differed much. That he (briefly)
wag listed as a candidate for holy orders is meaningless. It was simply a
requirement for being a don in those days (until about 1850). He didn't stay so
listed long. From your letter I take also a few "texts" to argue. You do
Darwin a disservice by accusing him of not studying geology in general
(by lights of his time he was an excellent geologist, student of Sedgwick)
and paleontology in particular. He studied fossils avidly and is still quoted
for some of the South American work. Darwin only got one idea (a good one)
from Malthus-~he was hardly "inspired" by Malthus. Natural Selection is not
disputed even by hard core 'punctuated equilibrists” today. It is a proven

Hunt Institute for. Botanical . Documentation



Hsl, pg. 2

fact now based on much experimental evidence. I think in your “P.S." vou
meant to say you are not antf-Semitiec, not so?

I am interested that vou are advertizing yourself as a Tacist. How
the wheel turns?? I am not sure where I stand nowadays, though I still am
a theist. I describe myself usually as "retired Anglican'. ‘

Well, it is and always has been great fun to know you and to be considered
a good friend. Hard to believe it's going for 4 years since we were getting
set to go to Switzerland. All the best to Christine and Peter, others if
you see Jem. We are now grandparents, if I didn't already mention it—-
Anna Traverse born 18 January to John & Cynthia in Charlottesville, VA, We
visited her last weekend and regeled in grandparenting.

As ever,

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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I understand I shall get more a solid medal, when I receive the Wollaston
Medal from The Geological Society (London) upon my return from San Antonio.
I was told by a previous recipient that the medal is heavy and has platinum
or palladium (on the outside at least). It may actually be worthy a few
francs if it is melted away, naturally not so much as the World Cup stolen

from the Brazilian Football Association.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

A

Ken Hsii

ferPMm
£§ka am anti-semitic, but they did have a sfﬁng of president of Jewish
origin. The sister organization (IAS) has been managed by a more generous
president and treasurer of Chinese origin. The IAS will pay travel from
Europe to Australia plus all expenses for their medalist. The "Jews of

the Orient" have class!

Encl.




27 January, 1984

Dr. K. J. Hsll

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

The "book'" I refered to was 'Als das Mittelmeer eine Wilste war".
(Es ist eigentlich ein '"Buchlein'".) Th# information in it seemed
a shorter version of your book about Leg 13. I, of course, did not
mean "Ein Schiff revolutioniert die Wissenschaft', which I am currently
using in my historical course--especially the illustrations.

No chance I'll go to San Antonio, even though it would be fun to see
you get a twenhofel medal. Is it as good as a gold medal?

Back to inscriptions—-sending book back would be silly. Just write
some little blurb on a card if you are inclined and send it to me. I'll
paste it in. I appreciated the book very much.

Best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse-
. Professor of Palynology

AT/et



ETI I EI_PGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
ZURICH

- : January 19, 1984
Geologisches Institut KH/bd

Sonneggstrasse 5
Durchwahlnummer 01/ 256

Telefonzentrale 01 /2562211
Professor Alfred Traverse 1020

Postadresse: . : ’ y
Geologisches Institut The Pennsylvania State University
Deike Building

ETH-Zentrum B .

CH-8092 Zirich College of Earth & Mineral Sciences
Palynological Laboratories
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
USRS SAS

Dear Alfred:

Thank you for your letter of December 21.

The book on the Mediterranean does not have a German version. If
you would read it you might find that the text is almost completely
different. The German book is about all DSDP cruises, and the Med
book is devoted to Leg 13.

Sorry that you did not appreciate the card, which was obviously
put there by the Princeton U Press. I asked them to send a copy directly
to you, so as to reach you before Christmas. If you like, you can send
me the copy back for me to make a proper inscription.

1 shall be in San Antonio AAPG SEPM, mainly to receive the Twenhofel
Medal, as well as an Alumni award. Is there any chance that you might go
down there?

With best regards,

Sincerely,

(Cenr

Ken Hsii
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21 December, 1983

Dr. K. J. Hsll

Geologisches Institut
ETH=Zen trum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 ZUrich, Switzerland

Maar Ken: : : : E

_ Many thanks for the copy of "The Mediterranean was a desert"; which
I have read in its German version. The “"compliments of the author' card,
however, is very impersonal——could I have a little square of paper with
a suitably gushy inscription to paste inside the cover?

All the bee;t for the new year.

Yours very ‘truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palvaelogy

AT/et

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



“13 December, 1983°

Dr. K. J. HslU™
Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum’
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zllrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Just got a proposal to review from a guy named Peter Roth, whose
Ph.D. 4s from ETH during vour tenure. What do you know and think of
him? It's too-late for this proposal, which I had to return immediately,
but'I'd 1like to liear vour opinion anyway. I gave the proposal a fairly
high rating. I note he claims ‘to be a winner of ., "Kern Price and
Silver MedalV--§6 ETH (surely he means '‘prize'?)--for "outstanding
doctoral didsertation’. True? He also .claims "E.A. Geology ETH". - But
you don't give such a degree, do you?, etc. -

All the best; as ever, old and esteemed friend.

Yours very.trulv,

- Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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ET EI.I'DGENC')SSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
I I ZURICH
Geologisches Institut June 17, 1983
KH/bd
Sonneggstrasse 5 . 1620
Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256
Telefonzentrale 01 /2562211 Professor Alfred Traverse

_ Deike Building
Rostadresses Pennsylvania State University

Geologisches Institut - s
ETH-Zentrum 3" 1 ‘éer? ty Park, PA, 16802

CH-8092 Ziirich

Dear Al:

Thank you for your letter of the 6th and the gift of one your "finds".
Yes, I did enjoy reading the about Social Darwinism. I think Mr. Headley
idealized too much the Chinese society. He thought it was harmless to have
an inefficient and corrupt government. However, I knew from what I experienced
in my youth, the government was inefficient, corrupt, but not harmless, if the
suffering of the pople (the peasants) was not ignored.

Too bad the author probably did not live Tong enough to see the decline
of the "progressive" British society. It would make interesting reading to
learn of his theory on the decline of the British Empire. He would have to
come up with something new, or were there hidden slaves somewhere?

I would Tlike to ask you a question and ask you a small favor:

The question: We found that the Ziibo Wiirm cores contain almost exclusively
conifer pollens (Pinus, Abies, Picea), ranging from 75 to 98%. Other evidences
suggest that the sediments are ejther glacial moraines, or dropstone muds in a
subglacial lake. In the first lacustrine sediments deposited when meltwater as
surface runoffs again emptied into the lake, the pollen flora consist almost
exclusively of steppe pollen (indigenous as one might expect). We (i.e. mainly
I) now think that the pollen grains in the Ziibo glacial sediments were mostly
air-transported, fell Tike dust on the glaciers, and worked their way with
meltwater down the crevaces to a subglacial lake hosted by the Lake Zurich
basin. Looking now at the pollen diagram of Welton, I found that most of the
moraines studied by him also have pollen assemblages dominated by conifer
pollen. I would 1ike to ask you, if your colleagues working on the glacial
deposits of N. America have found the same pattern? The favor: If your answer
is yes, could you send me a couple of xerox copies of reprints.

Another issue: C-T contact. My compatriot and your friend Tschudy came
up with a finding that the fernspore percentage in C-T boundary sediments,
Raton Basin, N. Mexico, increased from 15 to 30% below the boundary to 99%
in a 20 cm boundary layer, and down to 15 to 30% again in the Paleocene. The
results indicate mass deforestation. Because of reduced sunlight? Because of
acid rains? If there had been total darkness for several months, wouldn't we
have a lot of mushrooms everywhere, especially with all those dead trees lying
around? What kind of fossil evidence would you expect to find? Do mushrooms
leave any fungi spores behind? If acid rains were the cause of deforestation,
the soil chemistry would be very critical (cf. forest destruction in the acid




nyY .
57 ® it G

soils of Black Forest in Germany, and their preservation in the alkaline
soils of the Swiss limestone countries). Do you have any correlation of
plant extinction to soil chemistry? Are the Acquilapollenites floras
underlain by terranes deficient in Timestones?

Miss seeing you and chat with you on all those interesting questions.
The family is fine. Peter passed his examination to enter Gymnasium and
is now sweating out his first quarter (probation time); there are signs
that he will make it. Martin is working as a trainee in an architect's
office. Elee will soon start a diploma work on botany. Andreas is learning
and practicing to be a school teacher. I am busy as usual, about to finish
rewriting all 18 chapters of our book on Ziibo, badly written (or splashed
together) by my less experienced co-workers.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Al

Ken
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28 March, 1983

pr. K. J. Hsl

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Z

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Enjoyed yours of 3 March—-it was just like-a visit with you.

Rethe Wigtake o RACT dIghavess question-mark in the margin,
put I missed it when I wrote you. Actually, not even JFK's successor
was_president in 19691 _

y" publisher is not American, but British:  Unwin. Furthermore,
I don't want to rattle their cage just now, as I am months overdue
with my book! However, I am off to NE-GSA tomorrow® to glwve a paper
on my Triassic/Jurassic project, and I'1l look for opportunities to
feed your suggestion to one of them (I'll take your book along).
Also, I'1ll mention it to Freeman when I next write and to anybody else
who comes to my office asking me to "write a book!™.

The family news was interesting. Some of it we also heard in
another version from dear Christine. The most interesting aspect of
her letter is that she has obviously fallen in love with Samedan.
when we were over there she expressed a lot of reluctance to let that
happen! ''Samedan is Ken's project”.

A1l the bdst to you all. We surely miss you.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
#dictated before the meeting-—just typingnoww (several days later). BT

p.8 s - B8VE YOu EVEX wondered if your mail is censored? I have several thmes

poticed that the envelopes are sealed with scotch tape, the way an
envelope is when steamed open, then resealed., Or is it BDG's custom
co use tape for extra security?
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ET EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
I"I ZURICH
‘ March 3, 1983

Geologisches Institut KH/bd
Sonneggstrasse 5 ! o
Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256
Telefonzentrale 01 / 2562211 ) Professor A. Traverse

. The Pennsylvania State University
LI Deike Building
Geologisches Institut

ETH-Zentrum University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
. U, 5, M

CH-8092 Ziirich

Dear Al:

Thank you for your letter of 18th February, and for noting the several
errors. I have made the corrections in my own copy, as references for
possible future editions. The item 5, by the way, refers to Site 373, not 393.
The item 6, refers to 38 m. subbottom and another 34 m in basalt. Figure 19.1
B should be redrafted. Sorry for the very serious boo-boo on dinoflagellate;
I trusted my memory once too much.

By the way, you did miss one error on page 25. You should be able to find
it easily, when I give you the hint that President Kennedy was -assasinated be-
fore he finished his term of presidency.

My students have also found the book informative, and suggested that it
might be useful as a reference book (or supplementary reading) for non-science
majors taking historical geology. I wonder if you might do me a favor,and
write your textbook-publisher friend recommending such a project. The manuscript
was written in English, and can be delivered right away after minor revisions,
to correct errors as those pointed out; I (or they) could clear up the trans-
lation right with the Hoffmann und Campe company. I believe the book will sell,
especially if it is adopted by some of the professors like you for their
historial geology course. My publishing contacts are mainly European, but I
think McGraw Hill, Freeman, etc, might be more appropriate people to contact;
yet I have lost contacts with American publishers.

By the way, I have another book on my JOIDES experience being put out by
the Princeton University Press (Mediterranean was a desert). It should be out in
September, and you will receive it as X-mas gift 1983.

Martin moved out and stays now with Andreas in a Wohngemeinschaft also.
He comes home about once a week as Elisabeth. He will go to China for archi-
tecural practice in October. Andreas is home for a day or two with a flu; he
enjoys his carpentering work. Peter ran the Marathon (ski) in 3 and a quarter
hours, I followed and got to the end some 2 hours later. Christine is, of course,
busy as ever with her music and her many social duties.

With best regards,

As ever Ken

(signed by secretary
after,K.Hsili's _depar

81bady




18 February, 1983

.Prof. Dr.. K. J. Hsll
Geologisches Institut

© ETH-Z
Sonneggstrasse 5 !
CH-8092 Zlrich, Switzerland o

Dear Ken:

I have -now read every word imm, the G C. "book, and: hava enjoyed it
very much--also, my historical geology lectures will benefit! I am making
slides from some of the figures for such use. \hsqﬁy I-read the book '
aloud as we drove from our farm to my office--7-8:.pages a day. Betty's
German 18 now pretty good--she spoke almost no English (exeept to me) on. °
our trip to Germany in January. She is taking ''German 201" at the moment, "
but I regret to say.that the teacher still uses gome- English in class.
~ Ridiculous. - .

Now for a few mistakes in the book—could you correct for the English
edition?

-2, 1. Thexe 1s a wexry serious bOOhboo on Ps 232, which 1s embarrassing
to me because of "guilt by association': 3 lines from bottom. Dinofla-
gellates are not microfossils of unknown origint! You were thinking of
acritarchs. Dinoflapellate fossils are eysts of a very well kndwn d
extensively studied proup of one-celled algae (or protista)--the P phyta.
When you first knew me, we called them, and what we noW call acrit¥rchs,
"hystrichosphaerids', and we didn't know what they were. But for 20 years'
we have known that many of the former hystrichosphaerids are in fact dino-
flagellates. The ones we don't recognize as dinoflagellates, or something
else, are now called acritarchs facritos=unknown; arce~anc1ent) ’

2. typo, I suppose: p. 235, para. 3, l. 3: Slisswassersee (?)
3. p. 245, 1. 6: Assistentin

5. 5. p. 248, 1. 3: 4s "393" correct for 42A?--how could it, when
42B made 3807

6. p. 251, para. 3, last two lines--there seems to be something wrong
with 38 & 34 meters here.

7. Abb.19: 1 These figures are very hard to interprnt. At first, one
thinks they' re sections, then one realizes that's wrong but still has
trouble. "A." ie not mentioned in the caption. The whole thing needs
redoing.

Hunt Institute for BotanicakDocumentation
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& - : Many thanks for sending me the book--it's been such fun. Best to
ﬁ Christine and Peter and Martin (and A. and E., if seen!), and all the best

to you, as always.
iours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
~ Professor of Palynology

AT/et

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



29 December, 1982

"Dr. K. J. Hsl _
Geologisches Institut
ETH-Z
Sonneggstrasse 5 .
~ CH-8092 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:'

Many thanks for your book-—aveeyy nice Christmas present, indeed.

T will probably take it along to Germany, if I have room. We leave on
5 January, return on 27 January. The time is pretty well programmed
with my three hosts, and I don't ‘contemplate that a side trip to . =
Zirich is in the cards this time. Too bad, as I'd particularly like

to compare notes with J. Pika about the Black Sea d.-l. pairs. The
July Congress sounds great, but it conflicts with field plans connected
with several of my current graduate students. ’

A1l the best to you for 1983--and also to Christine, Peter, Martin,
Andreas and (if she's around) El#e. We are still feeling guilty that
we couldn't help A. in NYC—-it just was a bad time. This month, it
would have worked (Martha and Nick are "auditioning", meaning they're

unemployed!)

Yours wery truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



ET EIIDGENbSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
F4 ZURICH
Geologisches Institut Dec: 13, 1982
KH/ 1z
Sonneggstrasse 5 . s

Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256

Telefonzentrale 01 / 25622 11 Professor A. Traverse

The Pennsylvania State University

Postadresse: Dept. of Geosciences
Geologisches Institut Pa1__yno1 ogy Lab.
ETH-Zentrum Deike Bldg.
CH-8092 Ziirich University Park, Pa. 16802
U.S.A.
Dear Al,

I enclose a copy of my work on Glomar Challenger. You and
Betty could practice your German reading. It was written in
English and was translated by someone who never Tived in an
English-speaking country. I have corrected most of the mistakes,
but some may have remained.

My next project is to write on terminal Cretaceous extinction.
You might be interested to read p. 276 of the enclosed book
concerning a conversation we had at Shell, when a seed was
planted and was germinated some 20 years later.

With best regards,

sincerely,

N

Ken Hsii

P.S. I received Betty's letter. Many thanks and greetings for
Christmas and New Year.
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10 Mgy, 1982

Dr. K. J. Hsll

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Z

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-6092 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Thanks for the voluminous and newsy letter of 28 April., (it
came while my historical geology class and I were examiqiﬁg the ter-
minal K, and I read them excerpts from your letter. One of the girls
in the class just came by with a current copy of OMNI, with a long
gtatement about your wviaws. She was thrilled-that I know moh

One of my graduate students (Duck Choi) 4s working omnaaproject.
on Ellesmere Island that I get up iin collaboration with Leo Hickey.
The section (Eureka Sound Formation) corsses your famous boundary.

I just asked Duck to plot up for vou the known Aquilapollenites
species-distribution in time--gee enclogure. It appears that the
Maastrichtian/Danian boundary was a crisis. 84 specles terminated.
However, 24 apecies sailed nonchalantly across the boundary.

The statement that Aquilapollenites represents a psarasite is a
bit thin. Some folks believe the pollen resambles that of the family
Loranthaceae, most nodern members of which are parasites. A few of
the modern Loranthaceae are non-parasitic tiees., Desides, the Loran-
thaceous relationship is proven. But it is an interesting idea,

I guess you heard that Leo Hickey will leave Smithsonian to go
to Yale as Director of Peabody Museum and professor.

We haven't heard recently from Andreas. We really enjoyed him and
do hope he'll keep in touch with us and come again. I enjoved "kidding"
him, and he was good at "kidding" back. He was especially likely to be
joshed by me for being more anti-conventional and romantic than ra-
tionality warrants. For example, he would spend days on Mr. Thompson's
very poor dairy farm, but had zero interest,lidetealomg let along in
spending time at, Penn State's dairy-farming programs, which are the
last word in their field. In brief, Andreas is at present hopelessly

romantic. A professional cowherd at PSU isn't interesting, but a hillbilly

cowherd is. The interest in art is worth encouraging. He could sell
his 'paper-dolls'—no question about it. (Elee could have been a
painter, for that matter.)
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All the best. Regards to Christine--we have just received a long,
interesting letter from her which we will answer soon. Please tell her |
to correct and send back my last letter. Betty is finishing German 3 |
(gets only As), but still can't read a word, let alone write or speak.*%
German 1, 2 & 3 18 20 lessons. Isn't language study a slow business?!

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/ct

encl: Aquilapollenites Blurb

%% (from et). 1 protest!  Maybe I can't read Der Sppegel (which as every-
one knows, is written in "Spiegelese', not German), or Goethe, but I

cen read some, and can write some-—just read Christineds long German
letter without a dictionary, and understood about 20%. True that 1
can't speak very well, though. Perhaps it's because a lifetime of
speaking only one language makes me scarcely able to imagine speaking
another one.
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specific extinction. It is the rate, not the percentage, which is relevant.
The Lyellian half-life for Tertiary mollusc is about 8-10 million years, or
an almost complete (98%) turn-over rate of about 20 million years. If 20,000
years have caused significant extinction, then it is a magnitude 2 or 3
catastrophe, depending if it is 10% or 100% extinction during that 20,000
years (People said that one may start to hear about Hsii-scale of extinction-
catastrophes like Richter's scale of earthquakes).

0.K. enough of science.

I was at DC and spend two and half days with Andrew. Christine and I
want to thank you and Betty for your kind letter>and your cares. (We also
want to apologize for our jokes of very poor taste.) I believe that Andrew
and I understand each other fairly well. I had some illusions before I went.
However, he expressed a philosophy almost identical to what I had when I was
his age, namely to be a free-lancing artist. He will not be a writer, nor
a performing pianist, but he would not rule out the possibility of other
musical or other artistic endeavors (e.g. painting, or even cutting "paper-
dol1s" - a work of his so admired by you). At the moment he is doing
voluntary work in the slum (Martha's Tables, providing care and meals for
needy children). He may do some travel before coming back in July for the
Swiss Army. It is of course a disappointment to realize that he cannot be the
hot-shot pianist that his teacher led him to believe. He might even seem
depressed at times. However, I am not too worried about him. He has enough
sense to grow up and lead a meanigful life, if not exactly the career we
hoped for him.

Martin is going to the Army again next Monday for three weeks. They are
making a pacifist of me.

My trip to North America made me again aware of the madness of Reagan
and his administration. He does not seem to realize that he is heading for
a holocaust while destroying the U.S. economy en route. I hope the Congress
has some sense to cut him down somewhat (or just a little) to size. The
mad man!

With best regards,

Sincerely,

e TS

Ken



20 April, 1982

Dr. K. J, Hsl
Geologisches Institut
ETH-2 :
Sonneggstrasse 5 e
Cii~8022 ZWrich, Switzerland
Dear Ken: B

Your article in Science (216) was read carefully and enjoyed.
I do believe there are more "might have beens! per paragraph than
I've ever seen in Sclence--but how could they turn down an article:
with 20 authors! Minor caveats in| the very first paragreph: ".... |
many species.,.became extinct”. That's not vefry impressive.. Species
are beooming extinct all the time. It's penera and families, es~
pecially genera, that should be emphasized. Secondly; T think when
you say "plants became extinct" you need to say "marine plants'; as the
only firm evidence for that is the Coccolithophoridae, not so? As
far as I know, land plants gue still not known to have displayed
this sort of disruption. Perhaps you should have had a paleobotanist
on your team?

Best wishes.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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15 December, 1981

Prof. Dr. K. J. Hsl
Geol, Inst. ETH Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse' 5
CH-8092 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Enclosed is an item I think was a loan. I have finally
(much enjoyed!) read it and return it herewith. We are thinking
of you and Switzerland at this (and all other) seasons! Wish I
could buy a Tageskarte and ride around all day again! Best to
alll

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl
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12 November, 1981

Prof. Dr. K.d. Hsil
Frohburgstrasse 96
CH-8006 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

My MS. for the paper I wrote while with you in June-July is \
in press with Alcheringa in Australia. The editor is raising a ‘ 24
fuss about the quality of the photo for my light-dark blurb. As you ;
recall, I made it by having a negative made from your slide, then
a print-—not the best procedure! ' We did that because you weren't
sure where the negative is (was?). Any chance of getting the
negative? I enclose a xerox to refresh your memory, if necessary.
I must do something about this somehow. ‘

ZRankkbéor the statement re Betty which just arrived--and the ¥
nice letter. : "\

All the best to you, Christine, Peter and the others. Ydu
are marvellous friends! How I miss you alll ;

Love, \

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl: xerox



ET EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
F4 ZURICH
_ November 4, 1981

Geologisches Institut KH/bd

Sonneggstrasse 5 - - Professor Alfred Traverse 1020

Durchwahlnummer 01 / 256 The Pennsylvania State Univ.

Telefonzentrale 01 / 256 22 11 College of Earth & Mineral Sci.
University Park, Pennsylvania, 16802

Postadresse: U, &5 M.

Geologisches Institut
ETH-Zentrum
CH-8092 Ziirich

Dear Al:

Sorry for this belated letter. I have been travelling till this
week! Finally I am sitting down to clean up my desk.

My American friends have told me that I would not lose my social
security even if I Tose my citizenships; SS is also for resident or non-
resident aliens who have contributed to SS. We'll see.

Saw Hickey at Salt Lake City. I treid to persuade him that the
extinction pattern across C-T boundary wjould be exactly what I would
predict on the basis of identifying the Karsk crater in Siberia as
the smoking pistol. The new scenario pictures that nitrogen and oxygen
in the atmosphere combined under heat to make a cloud of NO, to kill of
many of his high-latitude plants downwind from the crater. ﬁickey seems
to be an intelligent young man; he should jump into print with this "brilliant
idea", with or without me.

The Australian trip was a pain in the neck, I would never perform
such a service again.

I hope to stay in Zurich for most of the next nine months, except
three or four quick trips to North America. This is the price you have
to pay to be listed in the Who's Who.

With best regards,

Sincerely,
(G
Ken

PS: Enclosed is a statement typed by an amateur for Betty; the professional
went on strike !!!!

=




22 Beptember, 1981

Prof. Dr. K. J. Hsll
Geologisches Institut
ETH-Z 7
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlrich, Switzerland
Dear Ken:

Sorry this has taken so long. Your two "1ight~-dark"
slides returned herewlth. I used the one on which my label
appears. The other one seemed too fudgy. :

T miss all of you terribly.

Best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et :
encl: 2 slides



6 August, 1981

Professor K. J. Hsl

Geological Imstitute _
Swiss Federal Technical Inatitute
5 Sonneggstrasse

CH 8092 Zlrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

I miss you all very much, and long for news about Elie, Martin and Andreas,
especially. I just got the neat letter from Peter and have been revelling in

it. Here, I struggle along in Betty's absence. The one problem I have been
unable to solve is the washing of my office dishes (cups, soup bowls, etc.) .

The desperate measure of actually washing themsmyself may be the only way.

Betty is supposed ;to return this weekend by air from Indianapolis, just in

time to see my off for Australia, but the air controllers™ s trike may change
both her and my pland. (I never thought I would be on RR's side, but I absolutely
approve of his hard treatment of the controllers. They are government employees,
1ike the Coast Guard, and simply cannot be allowed to throttle the country.)

Mr. Reagan has asked for and probably will get abolition of the Social Security
minimum pension, which I discussed with you and which I kpojected to 1994 as
about $600/month. Your fear of losing that by abandoning US citizenship is
therefore probably unreasonable--your minimum pension is probably down the

ol' chute. Your claim to a pension is perfectly reasonable, but it is the

gort of pension that will be first eliminated in the coming Soc. Sec. crunch.

I heard a delightfully (unintentionally) funny program as I drove along the Ohio
Turnpike yesterday (after taking Mother home), with various government economists
and others discussing Soc. Sec. They tried desperately to get off the hook,

that paying the ever—increasing pension bill from each year's Soc. Sec. payments
ig and always has been fundamentally wrong, and requires fiscal manipulation to
make it work. Everybody, even Seanator Moynihan, admigs that when the “"baby boém"
people retire, 2010 or so, there is no way current receipts can pay the pensions.
fimwen by 1990 the most optimistie estimate I haGe seen is for a $5 billion deficit
per yearAl One of the economlsts said, "That's no problem, they can make that up
from reserves." A patent lie.

One task I'm desperately working on each evening after I come in from mowing.
my IRS return for 1980. In this comnection, could you please send a sgatement

is
fieial stationery such as (THIS IS IMPORTAWN: PLEASE READ):
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Professor Hsl, p. 2

"As the then Direcéor of the Geological Institute, I confirm thatEElisabeth
Traverse worked 5-6 days a week in this Institute from 15 November, 1980, to
15 May, 1981, as technical assistasit to Alfred Traverse, Guest Professor of
Palynology. Mrs. Traverse processed and studied samples in our palynological
laboratory and assisted Professor Traverse in prepartng lectures and reports."

This should be addressed "To whome it may concern'.

Such a statement may make it possible to claim Betty's travel expenses, the
lab fee she paid to RH. etc., as deductible from income. Thanks.

All the best to you all.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
PRpbessor of Palynology

typed by an amateur typist
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23 October, 1980

Dr. K. J. Hsll

Geologisches Institut

E.T.H. )

Sonneggstrasse 5 )

Ci-8092 Zlirich, Switzerland/ e
; .

Dear Ken:

Just got back from é month's field-work in the Southwest (Trlassic-
Jurassic). When I arrived, there was Martin. What a joy! And I
shudder how nearly we missed him, as Betty went to Indianapolis part of
the time I was gome, and we could well have been unfindable! He is a
FINE young man of whom you can be very proud! ‘KI do hope dear Ruth
somehow also knows.) Of course, this 1s not a time when I am as free
as I would like to be to entertain him. But we are doing our best.

He has had a thorough tour of PSU (Celia even took him to a Spanish
class.) Tomorrow I have arranged a day for him at JuniatesCollege,
the very fine small cdollege in Huntingdon ;I am "Adjunct Professor of
Geobiology” there, without duties or salary. Martin and I watched
the World Series last might, 25 years exactly since his father and I
did the same in Houston!

Don't worry about the vasas—-we did pay $23.00 for them. The
dire demand for us to get them came from the Swiss Embassy.

Better get back to woﬁk. All the best.

A Yours very truly,
/!
i Alfred Traverse
Professor of galynology
\

AT/et / \

P.S. In order tojget the most favorable airline ticket price, we are
coming to Europe viag Icelandailr to Luxembourg (thé only airling offering
more than a 90-day /return ticket). We arrive there about 12:30 p.m. om

19 November. By tiie time we get our baggage, get into town, etc., it will
be late afternoon /and we will bk tired, so we plaa to spend that night in
Luxembourg and take first morning train to Zlirich on 20 November. I don't
have the timetable, but would imagine we shiould be thereabbuut noonm. Will
phone your home when we arrive. :
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E:1—F+ EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
ZURICH
Geologisches Institut September 30, 1980
- KH/bd

Sonneggstrasse 5
Telefon 01 326211

EXPRESS
Postadresse: ' Professor A. Traverse
Geologisches Institut Pennsylvania State University
ETH-Zentrum College of Earth and Mineral Sciences
CH-8092 Zdrich University Park, PA, 16802

RS

Dear Al:

Thank you for your letter of September 24th.

Yes, I see that it would be impossible to come before November 20th.
Do your best and come on November 20th, and I'11 appreciate.

There are many ways to make illustrations here, 35 mm slides on short
notice, or acetates for overhead projectior. Please bring your materials
along, we shall make the illustrations here. Being pre-Quaternary, you must
be older than 1.75 million years of age, three or four times older than the
Peking Woman (just a revenge.).

About the health document; it never came to my attention before. I
think other Americans simply ignore the whole thing. In fact, many simply
came without visa. That would be against the rules, but Swiss immigration
can do nothing against the practice, because Americans, unlike Turks, Greeks
or Jugoslavs, can enter without visa. I noticed that a copy of the document
came from my source, being sent by my ever helpful secretary on July 31 after
I went to China. I appreciate your understanding that you do not blame her
efficiency. Anyway, ignore the document as if it never existed. Better still,
don't send your passports for visa at all (if you haven't done it already),
and save the visa fee.

"Seams" was misspelling for "Teams". Now you have indeed kidded me
enough about Big Foot. The trouble with me is that I am very gullible.

You may or may not remember that I was one of the few who fell for the
Schuss-yucca hoax.
Looking forward to seeing you soon. With best regards,

Ken (_LZ/Q\

pS: Martin is leaving for the States tomorrow. He expects to find his
way to University Park in one week or ten days. I told him to try
to contact you during the office hour, because it would be difficult
to find you at your "farm retreat".

1020 ‘521461



24 September, 1980

Dr. K. J. Hsl

Ceologisches Institut:
ETH~-Zentrum

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8092 Zlrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Thanks for yours of 18 September. You have probably sensed that
I have been slightly upset by lack of communication from ETH, and
also by the contemplated mess that my six-month absence will create
for me here. It is all so complicated that I really can scarcely
believe I got into it at all.

Thanks for the info that housing problem is being worked on.

Re arrival time—-as I believe I have mentioned before, the final
exam for my course (Evolution) is on 14 November. There are more
than 200 students. It has always taken 48 hours to grade the papers,
etc. Betty and I will then need time to close up our home. This is
a matter which worries me greatly--we live in the country, and we
must shut down our well, secure equipment in the barn, etc. We will
be doing our best to securethliings, but under present conditions,
burglary and/or vandalism is a vdry distinct possibility and worry.
An additional problem is that I'll be gone most of October in the
field, making it difficult to prepare for my work in Zlrich. The
earliest we can possibly leave is therefore 18 November. The only
practical way for us is Amtrak train to New York City from Huntingdon.
Besides, we need to see our two children who are in NY. That means
departure for Switzerland on 19 November, arriving 20 November (more
details re flights, ete., later).

Re the proposed "course'--you know, of course, that I am pri-
marily a pre-Quaternary man, although my work on pollen sedimentation,
and lately dn the Black Sea, gives me a small claim re the Quaternary.
(Will I be able to get 35mm slides made for my lectures on short
notice at ETH? As I don't do much on Quaternary in my courses here,

I am pretty light on illustrative materials.) However, I suppose
being forced to get on top of the Quaternary could work to my distinct
advantage——especially for my proposed textbook of palynology. I'll
C)Q? my damnedest.

The health documents came from two sources--ETH, and from the
Swiss Consulate in New York City. A copy of the one from ETH is
enclosed. I concluded understandably that ETH's came from you (KH?).
Obviously it is something that goes routinely to all Gastarbeiter,
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and "bd" should not be blamed. The fact that it's in no Swiss
language, but in Turkish, Greek, and Serbo—Croat was not lost on me.
(I was reminded of the infant Peter H. being directed to report for
registration as a resident alien.) '

Academia Sinica sent "to two seams" looking for Big Foot?
Coal seams? But I've kidded you enough about that.

Best wishes.

Yours cordially,

Alfred Traverse |
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl: health documents
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8 September, 1980

. Dr. Ke J. Hsu-

96 Frohburgstrasse
CH-8006 2zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

It was 8o kind of Christine to phone just now. It was a perfect
time of" day——as I said in my cablegram--just before we depart for
State College, I had been trying to phone you, but the recent change
(apparently) of Zlirich phone numbers was causing problems. However,
the operator here had finally figured out that your number at ETH is
1-256 2211, extension 3669., ‘Please correht, if need be. According
to my info, Switzerland 4s '"41'. /(Also, I now have 1-362 1462 for
your home phone--correct?) I had planned to try again this morning
at the office, but I wouldn't have found you at ETH anyway. 80
Christine S call was very much appreciated. ¢;»

T
' ¥

Briefly, I wantad to talk to you abouc the following items—-and
this can be a sort of agenda for our conversation when you call on
or about the 17th. .

1. Are we still "go"? I haven't heard much from you lately.
Is, for example, the housing problem solved? (Remember, we have quite
simple tastes——keep it basic.)

2. 1Is an arrival date of %20 November asatisfactory? Because
of my final exam for the Fall Term, on or about 15 November, that's
about the earliest possible. We will return to PA on or about 1 May,
1981, Does that agree with your plans?

3. How many and what sorts of lectures, etc., will I be expected
to present?--I will need to arrange and bring 35 mm slides.

4, TFor the research, what should I bring? Should (as I pre-
viously have asked) I bring my Black Sea microslides to work on?
(I have heard very discouraging reports about prospects for the
7irchedsee materials.) This question needs careful considerationm,
because I obviously must bring a "kit" of papers, possibly some tools,
etc. Which ones?

5. Are the financlal arrangements previously discussed still
firm? Are you sure that will all be o.k.? Are thete jealousies
at ETH about this? Am I getting into "hot water"?

6. Will we really have to be deloused, etc¢., at the border
1ike a couple of peasanta?
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7. I will probably have one Ph.D. thesis defénse during this

period, é6o which I might have’ to fly back to USA!for a couple of days.

Two other graduate students will miss me very much. Other compli-
cations include the very recent development that a Chinese palynolo-
gilst, Jiang Dexin (formerly Chiang Te-chin), from Lanzhou Institute
of 'Geology, Lanzhou, Gansu, is coming in early November to work two.
years with me. Is it right for me to leave her to her own devices
in my lab in State College for #6 months? (By the way, there was a
large delegation from China at our International Conference in Cam-
bridge, UK, in July—-1 was impressed by them, and they all seemed to
know of you.) Do you still think we should go ahead? We are about
at the point of no return, but could still. turn back, I suppose.

Hope you found your Big Foot; but if-you-persﬁaded your friends
to stop using hallucinogens, it will have done more good.

Yours as ever,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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29 July, 1980

Dr. K. J. Hsll

Geologisches Institut
Hia T He

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8006 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Thanks for yours of 15-VII-80. I was beginning to wonder 1f
you were still there! The "Chénese-Hebrew' article appeared in a
fundamentalist source I consider dubiously respectable, so I sent it
as a *joke--about o n the level of my raactien to your Chinese
"Bigfoot'", or my pidgin-German letter (reaction to the x-page
Aufenthaltshewilligung application I was sent). However, I am glad
you found the article interesting. I believe the author was advocating
Yeultural' diffusion of monotheism, not racilal connection? Across
central Asia diffusion of such an idea would seem a possibility.

Your p.s. is technically ambiguous, but I believe "when will you
be coming" re§frs to ZlUrich, not Tibet!? (Ill bet the motels are
lousy in Lhasa.) Re lodging, Hou asked the same question in yours
of 18 January, and I answered it affirmatively in mine of 6 February.
However, I didn't say anything about the kind of place. We are now in
a state of shock about European prices from our trip to U.K. earlier
this month. I would say the most spartan accommodation possible (furnished)
that would include a bath and a basic kitchen. Also in mine of 6
February I gave you our contemplated date of arrival: 25-XI-80 (my
final lecture for Fall Term is 15-XI, and I have to grade papers and
assign grades, ete). I wish we could go by boat and bring our newly
acquired sub-compact car--that would also make the luggage problem
easier. Suggestions?

Now for the negative aspect of this letter——in Cambridge I heard
some rumors that the Z. See core-project you have in mind for me is
not palynologically promising, and that I would be better advised
to "complete"” my Black Sea work in this precious free research time.
Reactions?

Best wishes.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology




ETH EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
ZURICH
g:cigg;isc](:;s Eztlftut Willy 1 10
/L&Lf KH/bd

Sonneggstrasse 5 o
Telefon 01 326211

Professor Al Traverse
Postadresse: The Pennsylvania State University
Geologisches Institut Dept. of Geosciences
ETH-Zentrum Palynology Laboratories
CH-8092 Ziirich Deike Building

University Park - PA 16802

U STAL
Dear Al,

Thank you for sending me the article on "Do Chinese and Hebrews...?"
While I discussed Chinese religion with my daughter, I have also come
to the conclusion that the Chinese were monotheistic, their God was im-
personal, and they had no idols. However, the similarity between the
Chinese and Hebrew. religions might be a case of parallel evolution.

The Chinese may have had contact with the Jews, but studies of the many
skeletons (including both rulers and slaves) at Anyang, ancient capital
of Shang Dynasty, 15 century B.C. indicated that the people were racially
similar to the present Chinese. It should be easy to detect the physical
difference between the semites and the Chinese, especially by the size

of their nose. Perhaps, scholars in this field should start looking into
the skeletons of Anyang, which did include some odd types.

The analysis of Chinese characterswas interesting, but not scienti-
fically persuasive. Your author knows quite a bit of China, and I'11 be
interested to follow her writing. (May even buy her forthcoming book).

Elee, who is very interested in things Chinese, did think about sinology
as a subject of study (she is studying biology). I advised her that she
should select a thesis to do research on the religion of China before the
import of buddhism in the first century B.C., if she had chosen to study
sinology. It seemed that James Legge (cited in your article) did just
that.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

i

Ke

PS: Christine and I are going to Tibet in 10 days. When will you be coming?
Do you want us to help you to find a place to stay? What are your re-
quirements? Our borehole in the middle of the lake reached Molasse
basement at about 165 m depth. The girls have prepared some samples,
but made 1ittle progress with the pollen work. We are awaiting your
arrival.

1020 '52148
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7-April, 1980

Dr. XK. 'J. Hati
GeologischHes Institut

BT
— - D A

Sonneggs,ra
CH 8006 2Zlir

S58 5 ;
igh; Switzerland

Dezxr Ken:

1, I guess my little attempt at a weak joke by writing
you ‘in pidgin Germun nust have offended--it was just a joke!

We are busily engaged in getting ready for the other
trip to Furscpe. }et+J and, I wilX be in U.K. for .much :of
July (Internationsl Peiynological Conferance)

Happy Easter to you &1i! I Sugboee it is likely wve
a

will spend the next Faschnl Teast in Burope-——the laqt time

-~

I dld ‘tl" it was in 1}4‘ °

All the best, and apologies if I "rubbed you the wrong
way" '

Yours  very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et




- 21 February, 1980

Dr, K. J. Hsli
Geologisches Institut
B.T.H.

- Bonneggstrasse 5
- CH 8006 Zlrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Thought you'd like to see this evidence that the sab-
batical is "formal" now--apparently one never gets anything

‘more formal than an article in the paper. I am glad, however,

that you didn't see the dreadful first version of the story!

I decided to discuss the financial arrangements with Dean.
Hosler. He now knows all about it, has no objection (i.e.,
won't mention it at higher levels), and realizes very well .
that my Penn State salary would reduce me to street-corner
begging in Zlirich.

Did I tell you that my parish was pretty shocked by ny
resignation° Oh, well. _

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Profeasor of Palynology

AT/et
encl sxerox of artiecle




\ 23 January, 1980

Dy Kaiod.csHathy ) - 2050
Geologisches Institut

BT H :
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH 8006 Zlirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Thanks so much to you and Christine for the calendar, which
came today (sorry about last year--don't you have our "new" home
address?--RD 2, Box 390, Huntingdon, PA 16652;)

The calendar will be an appetite-whetter. The sabbatical leave
has (last Friday) been approved, and I have (day before yesterday) -
resigned my church position, ‘effective 1 July, to clear the way for
our dep-rture. Unfortunately the department has saddled me with m -
exfra course to ‘t@ach in Fall Term this year (making two for that
term), which will delay our departure for Zlirich a few days (grade .
cards, etc.) Final BExams are 17-21 November. I would imagine we
could leave about 25 November for Zlrich. Of course, there is an
awful lot of stuff to.do and to happen before that. -

: "I hove the}iﬁternationallsifuafibh and/or other factors do not
now intervene! 7 y ;

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse -
Professor of Palynology

AT/et



9 January, 1980

Dr. Ken Hsli r « ¢ :
Geologisches Institut
BLBoH, L
- Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8006 Zlirich, Switzerland

Bear Ken:

Thanks for yours of 21 December, I have already
written you acknowledging the great letter to our dean.
The only possible problem is that you 'mentioned help with
the finances coming from Wour end. That could con- .
ceivably cause me problems if the dean wants to raise
the matter, as one 1s not supposed to be obiaining pay
while receiving Penn State pay for a sabbatical leave.

My guess is| that the dean will choose to overlook that
matter, 2s/he knows very well that our salaries do not
make it poeﬁible to live in Switgzerland, let along travel.

Congraﬁulatlons on the funding for the Ziirich bore-
hole. It sounds exciting, and I really look forward to
whatever my involvement in the project will be.

Best wishes to you and your family for the new year,
one in which we will certainly get to see you, God willing,

Yours affectionately,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

XXXX



ET' I EI.PGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
ZURICH

i Dec. 21. ,1979

Geologisches Institut k/

Sonneggstrasse 5
Telefon 01326211 Prof. A. Traverse
669 | Palynological Lab.
The Pennsylvania State University

Postadresse: : : !
Geologisches Institut DEJ'-ke Building

ETH-Zentrum University Park - Penns. 16802
CH-8092 Ziirich USA

Dear Al:

Thanks for your letter of 29th November. I am pleased that
you seem to clear up things on your end. By the way, I did
write your Dean a strong letter of support, although I was
probably a little late to influence the matter. Meanwhile,

I am optimistic about things on your end.

Do you remember, more than 20 years ago, you showed me
an article in Jour. Paleo. postulating that dinosaurs were
killed by "hot-air"™. Well, Al, new data are suggesting that
the "hot-air" idea is super. I just wrote a manuscript on
that subject and sent it to Nature. I am sure you would get
a laugh when you read it. (You must be convinced that I am
getting mad, first the story with the Chinese "big foot", now
a manuscript on "hot-air").

We finally got our funding, 425,000 sfr (or almost 300,000
dollars) for the Zurich borehole. It will start in early March,
weather permitting. Sybille and another girl will be working
with the pollen as they come out. Naturally, they cantpossibly
finish and we expect big things from you when you come in
November .

With best wishes for Christmas and New Year.

Your old friend,

\

Ken

R



'14'December; 1979

Dr. K. J. Hsli  °
Geologisches Institut

RB.T.H.

Sonneggstraase 5

CH 8006 Zﬁrich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Thanks for the copy of the letter to Dean Hosler.
Wow ! I‘m having that framed. What a marvellous letter!

I was down to Dean Hosler 8 office a while ago, and
he said to me, however, that my best chance of getting
famous is through being Martha's father. (She opened on

Broadway this week, and the show has been very favorably

reviewed.)

Happy holidays to you all. Next gear'in Jerusalem!
(or some other city with a nearby “lake

Yours very trulj,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT /et
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Geologisches Institut August 29, 1979
Sonneggstrasse 5
Telefon 01 326211 EXPRESS
ext. 3663 Prof. A. Traverse
Postadresse: The Pennsylvania State University
Geologisches Institut Deike Building
ETH-Zentrum University Park - Penns. 16802
CH-8092 Zirich Palynological Laboratories

USA

Dear Al:

I am sorry that you took such a dim view of a fascinating study
of the "Chinese Bigfoot". Perhaps I am too gullible. However, you could
be assured that I was quite sane when I wrote you. Incidentally, I have noted
down a floral list of the supposedly relic flora of Hupeh. However, I shall
not take the trouble to send you the Tist, lest that you think again I am
losing my marbles.
Concerning your sabbatical leave, I contacted the authorities after
I returned. There should be no problem. I could simply reactivate the
request, which has been approved by the Academic Senate two years ago. Now
I am about to do so, and I am proceeding with the assumption that you are
coming in November, 1980. The financial arrangment will give you 400G Sfr
per month plus some travel expenses. That should be sufficient for you,
Betty and Cynthia to live comfortably here. The final papers should be pro-
cessed during the next two months. I hope everything will be all right this
time, and you would not send me a letter to tell me that you could not come.
The timing will be perfect. We shall be finishing our drilling of
the deep hole in Lake Zurich, and our pollen-workers may already get some data
from the cores. You may give us some inspirations on the vegetational history of
the central Europe on the basis of the newdata.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

| SR

Ken

4020 ‘5214671

KJH/ch
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:29aNovembér,ﬁl979

Dr. K, J. Hsl

GeoTOgischea Ins?itut
E.B.H. , S
Sonnpggstrqsse 5 :

CH 8006 Zﬁrlch, dwitzerland

P

Deaﬁlken=”'g % ?“L“f e 65 R

- The Pnclosed "press velpasa mqterial wos rﬁaupsted by -
the provost of the universitv the other day. I gather from
our dean thab Betty and- I-can now prectically atart packing
Tin our minds--we the gngbhg trip to Euvanp first!) Will
keep you informpd , _

Yours very truly,

Alfred Travervse
Professor of ralynology

AT/et
encl: press release

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



22 August, 1979

Dr. K. J. Hslh '
Geologisches Institut
B.T . He

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8006 Z#rich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Re yours (?) of 8-VIII-79, We have esubjected the
letter to several kinds of cryptenalysis with as yet no
luck. Bven the local sinologists pass. China has a
"8igfoot" or RAAbomineble fBnowman"?! On the face of it,
this is obviously not a genuine Hell letter? (It hes no
signature.)

I thought there was some disugssion of a sabbatical
3 months. (or whatever) in ich, winter '80-'81., Is the
hairy ape-man really a "gigure" for AT? I .guess we'll just
have to wait to find out,

Davidia et al. are fascinating, but, of course, 1
don't have credentials as a taxonomic specialist-~just in
case that part of the story is straight, ae seems possible.

We do hope you're all right, dear old friend.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/eb




Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



6 July, 1979

Dr. K. J. Esfi
Geologisches Institut
) g i
Sonneggsirasse 5
~CH 8006 Zlirich, Switzerland

~Dear Ken:

: How marvelous to get your lovely postcerd from Chengdul
The stippled-in mountaine in the background make the view
unigue! Rhododendron £% 4000 m. isn't to00 spurprising, if
the latitude is low. Your info on Davidie is puzzling--
Davidis is & very near relative of dogwoed (remember from
Houston?). Iy booke all say "hest Chine"--z0 it's not a
nev discovery.s - I know the pellien., It doesn't scem to be
a cage like Metaseguoia (you hed ozne in Houston), which was
known only as (Mesozoic-Feleogene) foseil until discovered
alive in China, 1 lock foryard to eeeing the picture of
Davidia with Martin.

Your card ceme ap 1 wag sbout to write you about
Sibylle's visit., Ve enjoyed heving her, and I think Betty
and I taught her & groat desl--she taught us some) things, too.
Unfortunately her arrival coincided with peverel crises, dn-
cluding a8 long manugcript to proof and fret over, and seve
NSF-generated, time consuming difficulties. Nevertheless, I
believe she got her "moneysworth"! -

From several long discussions with Bibylle I garnered
the impression that a few of her problems are not caused by
insufficient technique but by insufficiencies in her gat-up:

l. ©Ghe should have dither a small processing leb availa-

ble to her alone--or else part of a larger facility s¢ she could
...have her own "end" (like me on the Glomar.QPsllengogi }
{

2. She needs more than one centrifuge--you will: recall
that I kept two busy on the GC--three is betiter yet. Better
three Volkswagen centriguges than one Rolls Royce. \

3. he should have two magnetic atir#ing hot platé&.
preferably 4-place units. y

R A
I just got back from a two-week trip--business in Otijawa
(Int. Comm. Palynology) and vacation in e?ste#n Canada: I t\ook
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ET EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
II ZURICH

Geologisches Institut March 28, 1979

Sonneggstrasse 5

Telefon 01 326211
Prof. A. Traverse

The Pennsylvania State Univ.

Postadresse: Palynology Lab.

Geologisches Institut Deike Bldg

ETH-Zentrum University Park - Penns. 16802
CH-8092 Zirich USA

Dear Al:

Thank you for your letter of the 22nd. Sibylle should be able
to come to you to learn the techniques. I shall ask here to contact
you directly: I shall write again in a more leisurely moment.

Best regards to you all. Yours,

Ken

c.c. Sibylle Franks

EIDGENUSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE ZURICH

Geologisches Institut |
Sonneggstrasse 5 .
f ETH-Zentrum
| CH-8092 Ziirich 39 MapaRtieTs
Telefon 01 3262 11

Ken Hsii is on sabbatical leave in China
antil late August. I shall forward any mail

you have for him.

pest regards,

C Hartendorf, Secretary




26 March 1979

Dr. K. J. Hsll

Geologisches Institut
BITVH.

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH 8006 Ziirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Under separate cover (printed matter, will probably take
a month %o get to you) I am sending a copy of the sabbdftical
leave proposal submitted by Al for Winter-Spring, 1980-81,
to visit you in Ziirich. He wanted you to have it so you
would know that he is working on the project. Perhaps by
now you have slready left for China--I don't remember exactly
when you vere going. Since the U.8. recognized the People's
Republic it has become gquite the fashion for Americens to
go to China, so you will probably fun into any number of
our colleagues. Geoff Norris, Secretary-Treasurer of the
ICP (outfit Al is President of), is there nov.

If we really are going to Ziirich, 1'll have to learn
some German--~or perhape I should aim directly at the Zlirich
parlance. (I'm very ppor at langusges.)

Looking forward to seeing you one of these days.

Yours very truly,

Elizabeth I. Traverse
(how about "Missellaneous
Assistant in Palynology"?)

N

| !
<4 G 1\



22 February, 1979

Dr., K. J. Hsli

Geologisches Institut

B, T.H3

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH 8006 Ztirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Glad to hear that Sybille (what & lovely name) is
processing Black Sea samples.

In some respects your memory is a little faulty, old
friend--Patty P. only processed for me on 42B when she was
free of other more pressing matters and then only when I
threatened to jump overboard! Furthermore, what she did
was assist me in the processing. She hardly did any samples
all by herself. (It is a curse to have total recall.)

However, thaugh your recollection of Ms. Paluso's con-
tribution to my efforts in the hold of that &ub are some-
what more sanguine than are the facts of the matter, your
estimate of time required per sample is perfectly correct!
In an ordinary 8-hour day, a decently equipped and indus-
trious technician in a small palynological laboratory who
is doing nothing else should process about 8 samples per
day. 1 mean he or she could start 8 new ones each morning
and complete 8 previously started by the end of the day.

If Bybille has other responsibilities, two or so a day

isn't bad!

Now, as to a set of instructions for Sybille-===I give
a course here in palynology, and a good many hours are spent
in learning processing techniques. It would be very time-
consuming to produce a workable manual, and I would not want
a less than satisfactory one to be around with my name on it.

If one could raise the money, what needs to be done is
for Sybille to come here, even if for only a few days. We
could have her processing 100% up to snuff by the end of
that time. I do hope you understand my reluctance to comply
with the request for a "set of instructions". However, if
Sybille would write me about any particular procedures that
are causing trouble, 1I'd be very happy to respond.



© . @
Hsﬁ,.pg. 2

I gave a lecture at the University of Pennsylvania
on alpha-beta-gamma and whatnot a few weeks ago--very well
received. The more I look in the literature the more I
find to support it!

Wow !-=your last paragraph is a thrill for Betty and me!
We are excite® just thinking about i¥, First--Celia will not
be involved., That is one reason for selecting '80-'8l.,
She will, God willing, be a freshperdaughter at Penn State
(or wherever) and will not be living at home. The guest
investigator idea is great! I will begin the paperwork on
this end also--immediately. This time it'll happen!

Best regards to you, Christine and all.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et



EEir' EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
|_| ZURICH
Geologisches Institut February 10, 1979

Sonneggstrasse 5
Telefon 01326211

Prof. A. Traverse

FRstadresse: The Pennsylvania State

Geologisches Institut University

ETH-Zentrum ) Dept. of Geosciences

CH-8092 Zirich Palynological Laboratories
University Park - Penn. 16802
USA

Dear Al:

Thank you for your letter of 18th January. It got buried
beneath my papers, before I finally pulled it out from the mess
of my desk-top.

I am pleased to learn that you are resuming correspondence
with your colleague in Nanking. You can be certain that the delay
in response was not related to personal habits, but related to
political philosophy of the country. I do hope that things will
stay this way for a while.

Sybille Franks is now getting started. As a beginner, she is
slow. However, she is perhaps a little slower than usual because
our methodology is wrong. I remember that you made Pat process some
20 samples a day. Now Sybille said that she needed a week for 8
samples. What a discrepancy. Furthermore she has the acid, and
you did not have it. Could you send us a set of instructions so
that we could find out if and what did we do wrong?

Sybille would like to come to see you, perhaps in Spring. Her
problem is that she has two school-aged children, who need their
grandmother as the baby-sitter. She will contact you directly when
she wants to come.

Concerning your last proposal to come in the Winter of 1980-81.
It is an excellent idea. I could secure a Guest Investigator
appointment for you for the months December, January, and February,
with a salary of about 5'000 swiss francs per month, which should
be enough for you and Betty and Celia. If you agree to it, I shall
start paper work for you again when I come back from China in the
autumn. I anticipate much activity on pollen research in connection
with our deep bore hole, your presence would be very much appre-
ciated by all.

wWith best regards,

Sincerely,

&bk

Ken

c.c. Sybille Franks

1900 PR



18 January, 1979

Dr. K, J, Hsli

Geologisches Institut

B, ToH:

Sonneggstrasse 5

CH 8006 Zirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:

Thanks very much for yours &f 18 December. I was delighted
that it took you from 29 September to answer my previous one,
because that makes me feel less guilty! By the way, while I
think of it, best wishes to you for '79--hope we can get to-
gether sometime during it, but at the moment it doesn't seem
likely.

It certainly is exciting that you all are getting to go to
China., I wish I could be the proverbial little mouse in your
luggage to see what it's like., That reminds me about the ICP
business relating to China. I think we've got that straightened
out, though I'm still a little nervous about it. At the AASP
meetings in Phoenix in October I met with the delegation from
Taiwan--it consisted of one person, Professor Huang. He seemed
to me to be a very nice person. I convinced him that it would
be necessary for the Taiwanese to style their small palynolo~
gical organization as the Palynological Society of Taiwan
which they have done., Under the circumstances there now seems
to be no reason why that little organization can't belong to
ICP as a constituent group. For example, we already have two
palynological societies in India and a third one in the process
of formation. In other words, we do not have the policy of
one nation-one vote! Meanwhile we are in touch with palynoclogists
in PRC. One of them at the University in Nanking just wrote me
responding to "your two previous letters" and reprints I had sent
him (her?). There was no comment about the delay in response,
vhich is really amusing,because the time in question is not the
matter of months that you and I apologise back and forth about

but ten years:

Regarding Sybill Franks and the Black Sea praoject, that is
good news and she and I certainly should be in contact. The idea
of my visiting in your laboratory still appeals, and is quite
practical in that I am contemplating terminating my church obli=-
gation one of these years--I certainly can't keep it going forweer,
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and this could be the occasion for that. However, there is
another problem, which I would like to run past you for your
consideration. Betty and I have become the proprietors of a
large country establishment as I may have mentioned before.

It is extremely difficult to be gone from it during the spring
and summer months. Indeed, last summer we left for two weeks
in July, and had a terrible time getting the place back in
order when we returned. Everything was grown up in weeds.
On the other hand, it is quite possible to drain the pives and
close up the place and leave during the winter months. I
would therefore suggest that it would be much more practical
for us to contemplate coming or going to Switzerland for the
winter term after you get back from China., As I understand
your schedule, that would be the winter of 1980-81, and for us
the winter term begins the late middle part of November and -
lasts until early to mid March. (Aetually, I decided to look
it up--in '80-'81, wimtézll term ends Nov. 21, and spring term
begins March 9). How does that grab you? I am not reluctant
to ask for leave for the term, but I probably should have a
notion of when it's going o be, so I can get the paper work

undervay.
Glad to get the news about my godson, Martin, He will be
all right, and he sounds as if his estimation of the meritocracy

is probably more rational than mine. Best wishes, 0ld friend,
and regards to all of your family.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et



Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Penn State about sabbatical leave, etc., because you could come
to spend the Summer Recess with us. I think the Summer 1980 would
be excellent, when Sybille and one or two others will be working
on Quaternary pollen. What do you think?

Martin is still active in the scouts. He is actually quite
inellegent, except he has very little interests in his school work.
However, he is mature to know that better life in our meritocratic
society comes with high education. So he is doing just enough to
"hang on " there:

With best wishes for the New Year,

Your old friend,



Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Hsii, pg. 2

‘wamt PRC, so I guess we may have to:.play dirty?

Thanks for news re Martin, I am glad he is going to
China--talk about "Roots"! I pray for his happinéss. Life is

“such a challenge for us all. I hope we live long enough to get

to. go to China ourselves. It would be frustrating to have to
settle for Hong Kong. : .

I am working on SEM studies of the famous. 'Bag 51', and
a number of other dinoflagellates. I am Iearning more about
both SEM and dinos than I ever intended. Who says an old dog
can't learn new tricks? , : S P

No big news here at the moment. Celia had a month in
Belgium this summer with a2 physician friend of mine and his
family. Betty and T had two weeks in the Gasp€., I am building
a small barn for my agricultural equipment and cutting firewood
for winter and for exercise. :

Al1 the best.,

Affectionately,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl: ICP blurb



Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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26 May, 1978'

Dr. K., #H, #Hsl f
Geologicsches Institut
E,.T.H. - '
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH-8006 Elirich, Switzerland

Dear Ken:s

Thenks for your good letter of 17 May which, for once,
I am actually answering the day it got to my desk!

Don't even mention the impact of age on us, and meybe
it will go sway! Serigusly, I am cconvinged Il can be 'as) pro="
ductive as ever, given zn environment condueive to work and
reasonably free of emotionally disturbing things. I am sure
that o larre pant of the observed decline on .productivity in,
the middle yeers resulis not from seniliiy but Ffrom the
mountains of responsibility heaped on one (in my case, heavy
teachinr Joad, the international presidency, church duties,
etc.) plus lack of domestic tranquility. '

We do have the samples, and most 'of them are processed,
T hope T0 analvze them thia surner, buf I can‘sey alregdy that
they anpear #o bhe 28 .axpected (just fyom casual scanning).
The correspondence about the samples came not frow John but

) i
from some person in San dlego. VWeerds .

"Tvervbody" is telling me about vour Scientifiic American
article, tut I haven't seen it yet. " Firet I heard of i%
was ot Juninte College. I was giving 8 lecture on the Pleisto-
céne two weeks ago, and one student said "you got that curve
from an article in the current Sci. imer. by some Chinese

fellow" . ¥
. £¢“”} -

Re 1980--I surely would like to keep that oren ag a pes=
gibility, but there are complications, of course. 1 believe
T discussed them all with you. Celia will be out of the nest.
I will have terminated my church duties., I will have ended
ny term as international president at the 5th Congress in
Cambridge in early July, 1980. Really, the only problem is
my home--it is quite an operation and an enormous investment.
I suppose I might sell it, but at the moment that is an emotion-
ally unacceptable idea to me. It couldn't be left untended
for a year--but perhaps I could get neighbors to help out?
I just don't kngqw about that aspect of things! Nevertheless,
nothing ventured, nothing gained, and I believe I'll push /-
as if I'11 be with you in autumn, &£980.

U e 2 ¢ L D ~4 T At R 1 avies G RRE = L p
Hunt institute for Botanical:Documentation
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A1l the West to everybody——I was dellghted by Martin's
success——please tell him. - Perhaps a career in the army°——
what would dear Ruth have thought of that9

Yours affectionately,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Dalynology

AT/et



Eidg. Technische Hochschule Zirich CH-8006 Ziirich, May 17, 1978

Geologisches Institut Sonneggstrasse 5

U

Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale Zurich
Institut de Géologie

Prof. Al Traverse
Pennsylvania State University

Ken Hsi College of Earth and Mineral
Sciences
University Park, Penn. 16802
USA
Dear Al:

Thank you for your letter of March 25th. I have
had some most unproductive time during the last few months.
Signs of advancing age and oncoming senility!

The palynologist's name is Yang Chi-Tuan, Responsible
member of the Scientific Section, Geological Society of China,
Paleontologist. I get the impression that he is important in
science-politics of the Geological Survey of China (more formally
known as the State Bureau of Geology). I am almost sure that
Bill Schopf will see him when he gets to China. Please ask Bill
to give Mr. Yang his greetings if he sees him.

Al, I know of your complex life and do not expect
quick decisions from you, which you may change anyway. I forgot
to tell you at Nyack that our project to drill in the deep water
of Lake Zurich is, in principle, approved by our administration
(it should be a quarter of a million dollars worth of science,
and much of it palynological!) There will be much preparatory
surveys for site-selection so that we do not foresee drilling
until late 1979. If you do get here in 1980, you will be in the
middle of the excitement, and you can help us very much to work
out the Quaternary vegetational history of Europe. This reminds
me that you should get some money from Mr. Guggenheim, naming
that as the project, and also me as one of the referees.

I am sure that you will get some 5000-10000 dollars from them
(see enclosed for address). We shall, of course, try to give you
enough anyway, whether or not Mr. Guggenheim is very generous.

Did you get the samples from John Fiske. If not, write
and ask him, or better still, call him up!

With best regards,
Sincerely,

p.S. Martin is a troop-leader in the boy-scouts now with
3 platoons and some 30 troops under him!

1020/1 = 37104/10



25 March, 1978

Dr. K.J. Hsll

Gevivgischea Institut, E.T.H,
Sonneggstrasse 5

CH -8006 Ziirich, Switzerland

Dexy Ken:

That was a great visit we had even if it was quite brief,
I found it restorative. I certainly need mere such! This
will be somewhat rambling but that is unavoidable under the
circumstances,

First of all, will you remember to give me the name or
names of potentizl palynologicazl contacts in China7 It might
be that I could still get such to Bill Schopf before he leaves,
In any event, we could also try writing direetly. If the ICP
is 40 be truly international we must have representation from
mainland China!

Betty and I are discussing the guestions relating to
1980, but don't expect anything very quickly on that, It is
a very complicated guestion involving the extensive property
in Huntingdon County, my church obligation, children, parents,
ete, I really sometimes think that you don't understaud how
complicated my 1ifs and life-style ars, HNevertheless, we
would like to keep thinking about the possibility of a period
of time in Zirieh, and I just want you to know that it is on
one of the burners of the stovel

I will get to the proposal as soon as posgsible and send
you & very preliminary draft thereof.

I do hope we'll get the samples from Lamont fairly soon.
We will give them priority in order to be able to get something
out on that light vse. dark question in the fairly near future.
I think that's a fascinating question with many interesting
implications.

I had read your updated Swikd lake proposal before going
to Nyack, but we never got around to discussing it, though
I had it in my briefcame, I don't know thgt I could really
help any beyond the "political" assistance I rendered.

Best wishes to Christine and the kids, Looking forward
to seeing you again one of these days, I am
Yours very truly,
= L. | X s ¢ - . 7~ > /4?
Hest Institute 50t 4 migred| traverse
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ET EIDGENOSSISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE
II ZURICH

Geologisches Institut
Eebrualsy 235078

Sonneggstrasse 5

Telefon 01 326211
Prof. Al Traverse

The Pennsylvania State University

Postadresse: ) :

<£§mgmmwsmﬁnm College of Earth and Mineral Sci.

ETH<Zentrum University Park, Penns. 16802
USA

CH-8092 Ziirich

Dear Al:

Thank you for your letter of the 9th. I am pleased to know
that you could come to New York to meet me. I suggest that we
meet in the afternoon, say between 5:00 and 6:00 P.M. at the
West Gate Motor Lodge, Nyack (where we stayed before) on Monday,
March 13th. We can have a nice chat that evening and do some
sampling and talk science the next day.

Thank you for your positive response about my student.

We shall talk about it when I am there. Meanwhile, I am looking
forward to seeing you soon. With best regards,

Sincerely,

WEoh )

Ken



EIDGENC)SSIS&IE TECHNISCHE HOCHSL’ULE ZURICH

1720/41-1020.5
EF/2048/Me DIE SCHULLEITUNG

CH-8092 Zurich, February 17, 1978.
Ramistr. 101

Professor A.. Traverse,
The Pennsylvania State Uuniversity,
Department of Geosciences,
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

Dear Professor Traverse.,

Thank you very much for your letter recommending Prof. Hsii's recent pro-
posal to drill a deep core beneath Lake Zurich.

I expect to receive the relevant report of our research commission in
about a fortnight so that your letter arrived in good time to be taken

into consideration when the decision onr‘oposal is made.

Yours very truly,
2 7”;:.\.,27

Dr. E. Freitag
Betriebsdirektor
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9 February, 1978

Dr. K., J. Hsli

Geologisches Institut

BB, ;

Sonneggetrﬁqco TN A P g0 ¢
CH-8006  Zlirich, &witzerland e

L - 5 { y % A | - 5 J xTh A

Dear Ken: e TR (
I confess that I have let you down--but I really couldn't

help it--Christmas, personal problems, flu, a terrible winter,,

etc.——have accounted for my popr: perfiormances . But, that doesn't

help you, of course. Mea culpe.> "I firmly puxpoge amendment..."

I should long ago have written you per yours of 2. Deeember, 1977,

re March (14-17 Mar., per yours of 97 Jan,, 1978):  1'11 e there-

which day or days do you suggest? I think more sampling wilh your

help would bhe vnry zood--undoubtedly helpful.

I diad write Dr, “rel+ag as you requested and zs etrongly
as I could--I only fear that my letter might have been foo
tardy to be hplnful9

Now about youre of 27 Jan.--I wonld be delighted to see
your Ph,D. student carry on the black Sea work, Of course,
T'd like to be involved in dome way, too--perhaps that could
be discussed 2t Lamont? (Where will you be staying, by the
way?) Maybe I'll mske it to Zfirich yet? (Ve are Balking of
"retiring"” from my church obllraaior in 19680.) Your stuvdent
would be most welcome here--he would get most out of being
here in winter term probably--the basic pelynology course
is given then. However, the lab is alwaye active, and I think
he'd benefit from being here anytime, (Where dces ¥r. Fochuli
fit in?J--he has already written me.)

Once again, apologies for my not answering sooner. Let
me hear more about the March trip a8 soon 28 possiblel

Best wishes, dear old friend, to you and your family.
(I love getting mews from my godson, Martin,)

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
Hunt Institute for Botanical: Documentation
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Eidg. Technische Hochschule Zirich CH-8006 Zurich, gan. 27,78

Geologisches Institut Sonneggstrasse 5

-+

Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale Zurich Prof. A. Traverse

Institut de Géologie Pennsylvania State Univ.

Ken Hsii Dept. of Geosciences
Palynology Dept.
Deike Bldg
University Park - Penns.

16802

USA

Dear Al:

We have a seminar on the Quaternary this year. It seems
more urgent than ever that we should reconstruct a detailed
climatic curve for the Black Sea, spanning intervals of about
every 25-50 thousand years. This would require some 4-8
samples per core for terrigenous sediments, and some 40-60
samples per core for chemical deposited sediments. This would
entail studying a few thousand pollen samples.

With your many committments, I question if I  could ever
move you into such an ambitious project. Meanwhile, I have
excited an interest of a very good student to get into the
project for his Ph.D. thesis. I am writing you to ask:

1) If you would be happy to see someone working out a detailed
climatical curve. The final product may only provide details
to the general pattern you showed, or the details might even
change the general picture significantly. (I talked with Nick
Shackleton , and he encouraged me that the Black Sea profile
might eventually be correlated with his ocean profiles.)

2) If the young man could stay some two or three months in
your laboratory, as an auditor in the Penn State, when he
could learn from you. (We do give our students palynology
lessons, but both he and I would like to see that he broadens
his experience by working with someone like yourself for awhile).

Please let me know if you would encourage our undertaking.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

t—&/\

Ken

p.s. My other student is finishing his paleomagnetic study.

I would like to get together with you concerning the publication
of the paper to be co-authored with you, which will combine

his paleomagnetic and your pollen data for a preliminary pro-
posal of the history of climatic variations in the regions around
the Black Sea. I shall be at Lamont, March 14-17. Could we meet
there and then once?

c.c. Markus Buser




	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054
	055
	056
	057
	058
	059
	060
	061
	062
	063
	064
	065
	066
	067
	068
	069
	070
	071
	072
	073
	074
	075
	076
	077
	078
	079
	080
	081
	082
	083
	084
	085
	086
	087
	088
	089
	090
	091
	092
	093
	094
	095
	096
	097
	098
	099
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105
	106
	107
	108
	109
	110
	111
	112
	113
	114
	115
	116
	117
	118
	119
	120
	121
	122
	123
	124
	125
	126
	127
	128
	129
	130
	131
	132
	133
	134



