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collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
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expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
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stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.



THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
AUSTIN 12

February 12, 1953

Dr. Alfred Travers
Lignite Research Iaboratory
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Deaxr Dr. Travers:

I have your letter of February 6, and I am really sorry that
you cannot consider the possibility of applying for a paleo-
botany teaching position here at The University of Texas.
However, I want to express my sincere appreciation for your
interest in the matter and I am placing your file of letters
in our inactive prospective teacher file.

Yours very sincerely,

z%iel B, Bl ison, Jr. /'

Chairman
SPE: k]
¢cC: Mr. C. 5. Barghoorne

Mr. Charles Heimsch
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February 12, 1953

Dr. Alfred Travers
Lignite Research laboratory
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Dear Dr. Travers:
I have your letter of February 6, and I am really sorry that
you cannot consider the possibility of applying for a paleo-
i botany teaching position here at the University of Texas,
| However, I want to express my sincere appreciation for your
' interest in the matter and I am placing your file of letters
in our inactive prospective teacher file.

Yours sincerely,

el P. Ellisomn, Jr. /'

Chairman
SPE:kJ
CC: Mr. C. B. Barghoormne

Mr. Charles Heimsch
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
AUSTIN 12

February 12, 1953

Dr. Alfred Travers
Lignite Research laboratory
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Dear Dr, Travers:

I have your letter of February 6, and I am really soXTy that
you cannot consider the posoibility of applying for a paleo-
botany teaching position here at the University of Texas.
However, I want to express Iy sincere appreciation for your
interest in the matter and 1 am placing your file of letters
in our inactive prospective teacher file.

Yours vV gincerely,

el P. Ellisom, Jr. ,
Chairman

SPE:k)
cC: Mr. C. B. Barghoorne

Mr. Charles Heimsch
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Capril 7, 1958

Dr. Samuel Po Elliaon, Jr-'
Geology Department ;

University of Te:ms

Aua‘bin 12’ W .

* "Dear Dr. Euisom

: ; Pm‘bubly I ahnuld hmm written jrau ahout ho.ving
recommended that Dr. Becker. contact you. - He is not, of-

‘course, a palynologist, but an excellent general paleos

‘botanist. I hope he can find some place where his talents

wmbeputtogoodm.‘xtomhimtomu;whemn

I knew that you were down a palecbotanist. 'Ihnnkntor

.sendinguaeomotyowlettertohm.

thruendmlaimeuedbythemupmhan

in Austin for palecbotany and palynology. - It would be a

lhlnitmdidmtﬁndanytomtmuemwrxm this
field, as U.T. is certainly a natural spot rorm a:qpu:d:l.ng

program in phnt t‘noau menmh.

Best mhnq Rk A
Vory.truly’l‘ yonrl 8, '
lﬂ!‘lhﬁp“
Shell Dmlojlmb

Exploration and Production Research Division
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Dr. s-mel.nnnnon,.rr.- 3 IR Bl e R U
University of Texas - Wl Il T PO L S AT R G
Austin, Texas . .. .. . L
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
AUSTIN 12

January 23, 1953

Dr. Alfred Traverse
Lignite Research Laboratory
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Dear Dr., Traverse:

I have your letter of January 19 and I am sorry that we had inadvertently
omitted the biographical data sheet. One of the sheets is enclosed with
this letter. Imn filling out the sheet you should attach a photo of
yourself and if it is possible you should have a copy of your college
transcripts sent to us or have one attached to the biographical data sheet.
You need not at this time have a health report, or an x-ray report.

About the possibility of teaching paleobotany here at the University of
Texas, we are very much interested in selecting a man to do just that and
the rank or salary will of course depend mainly on what it takes to at-
tract the man to the campus. At the present time the following wage
scales are observed on the campus. Instructors are paid $3300 to $4000
per nine months, assistant professors are paid $4000‘te¢ 44800 per nine
months, associate professors are paid $4800 to $5900 per mine months, and
full professors are paid $6000 to $7900 per nine months. TUsually one
half summers and sometimes full summers are available, but this is not
guaranteed. The summer work is paid at the same rate that the winter
regular nine months salary is paid. If we coneidered you,we, of course,
would try to make the salary one that would attract you and be worth while.
I would appreciate your returning the data sheet and any supporting
evidence. It would be gquite helpful if you have publications available
to send reprints It would also be helpful to have others in addition to

Dr. Barghoo ank you very much.,

/ Yours very truly,

b

el P. Ellison, Jlﬂ
Chairman

Enclosure



THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
AUSTIN 12

January 10, 1953

Dr. Alfred F. Travers

Coal Technologist

Charles Robertson Lignite Research Laboratory
U. S. Bureau of Mines

University Station

Grand Falls, North Dakota

Dear Dr. Travers:

Your name has been suggested to us by Dr. Barghoorn as one
who might be interested in teaching palecbotany in the geology
department at the University of Texas. If you are interested,
I would appreciate it very much if you would fill out the-
attached biographical data sheet, include a recent photo of
yourself and have your college transcript sent to me. You
need not at this time supply an x=-ray or health report., It
would, of course, help if you had three of the men who know
your work best to write letters of recommendation to me.

The person who we tentatively believe could teach paleo-
botany in the department of geology would have an opportunity
to do research on any of the plant bearing formations in Texas.
It is a completely open field at the present time and there
are fossil plants in the paleozoic, mesozoic and tertiary

beds in Texas.

The men who is selected to teach paleo-botany here will, of
course, have to teach some general geology courseg in order

to have enough students to come under the gtudent and class
hour ruleg of the University.

If you are interested in such a situation we will be most
happy to consider your gualifications at this time.

Yours very truly,

son
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Bingerely yours,

. Alfred Traverse

Hunt .nst_ute fnr Bota neal Dmumentafmn
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Lignite Research Laboratory’
Grand Porks, North Dakota

8 Febriory, 1953

Dr. Sexuel P, mlison. JT.

- University of Texas
Austin 13, Texss

Dear Dr. Hllison:

Your very kind letters of January 10 and January 23,
about the gpening in palecbotany et the University of Toxas, have
caused me §p examine my plane for the future very carefully. I
believe thyy 4t would not be wise for me $o leave my Job here
un$il rathgy more resulés have heen resped from the extensive
preparatory work 1 have done during the past year. This, plus
the fact ghat I probably covld not do my beset work in the Austia
climate, haye made me decide not to spply for the poeition in your
departmeng, Thauk you for considering me,

Yours very $ruly,

Alfred Traverse
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