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gastara@mail.auburn, 11:21 AM 12/13/9, book, etc. (=~ -+ . | J = 1

To: gastara@mail.auburn.edu

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: book, etc.

Cc:

Bcec:

X-Attachments:

Dear Bob:;

I'm a comparative novice, though very enthused, with e-mail. Why do some people always
send one's letter back, with the answer appended, as you do (at least in this case, did)? It
frequently means that it takes two pages when (if) it is printed out. Hmmm.

No, | didn't know about N. P. coming here. Indeed, | don't even know HIM.
| don't see P. H. as often as | used to.

0. K, I guess I'll agree to do a chapter, especially aé you, TNT, Bill Dim. and others say they
are going to do so. | still think it was handled in a weird way!

Thanks for the holiday greetings. | must say that | have found the season less trying that |
have for decades, now that | am emeritus. When | was teaching and had lab projects, finals,
grade cards, etc., right up to as late as 22 Dec., | found erecting a Xmas tree, etc., a dreadful
bother. | wish you and yours a very happy holiday and, of course, a fine 1997. (lch wtinsche
Euch fréhliche Weihnachten und einen guten Rutsch in das Neue Jahr!) Al

F Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1
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Robert A Gastaldo, 10:26 AM 12/13/9, Speaking of Books...

Date: Fri, 13 Dec 1996 10:26:28 -0600 (CST)

From: Robert A Gastaldo <gastara@mail.auburn.edu>
X-Sender: gastara@wood2

To: Alfred Traverse <traverse@ems.psu.edu>
Subject: Speaking of Books...

Al,

| just got a telephone call (really, just as | was reading your
message) from our Book Store. They are unable to locate ANY copies of
Paleopalynology. I'm teaching an intro palynology course next quarter to
3 grad students. Do you have any copies? And, if so, can my students
purchase them from you? Thanks (and what a coincidence).

++++++++++H N\ R\ A
Robert A. Gastaldo
Co-Editor, PALAIOS
Professor of Geology
Auburn University, AL 36849
"The past may not repeat itself,
but it does rhyme"
- Mark Twain
+++++++H+H\F R\ A\

Frinted for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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Robert A Gastaldo, 09:26 AM 12/13/9, Re: book

Robert A. Gastaldo
Co-Editor, PALAIOS
Professor of Geology
Auburn University, AL 36849
"The past may not repeat itself,
but it does rhyme"
- Mark Twain
+++++++++HN\+ AR AR A N

[linted for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802, USA
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823
E-Mail: traversedems.psu.edu

14 February, 1995

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology

210 Petrie Hall

Auburn University, AL 36849-5305

Dear Bob:

Just explained via e-mail that I’m glad to be in touch via that
medium, but it’s hard to send reprints that way, so here’s the
real thing too.

Yes, the Department Head here found an interesting way to compel
me to retire after several years of trying. It consisted of
financial inducements that wouldn’t have been enough for me,
though Betty and my financial adviser thought they were very
persuasive because at age 70 I could have a stroke tomorrow.

What I found compelling was the threat to take my space away if I
didn’t retire, whereas in retirement I can keep my lab until at
least 1 July, 1998, perhaps longer (depending, I suppose, on what
I do to justify it). I can teach the palynology course if there
is demand. I will not be replaced (by anybody in our field, that
is). I have arranged for my collections and library to go to the
Field Museum when, one way or another, I no longer can work with
them. Fact is that ALL university situations are tenuous and
subject to destructive whim and local fashions and fads.

Wish you had said what the subject of the Pfefferkorn and
DiMichele work with you is. Hermann could have told you that I
can’t make it to the Philly meeting, as he invited me to give the
featured address. It happens to be the same weekend as Betty is
getting her Ph. D., and the whole family and many friends are
assembling here.

Please keep in touch. I continue to think that your work is very
exciting (and gets you to some neat places).

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

encl. :reprints



Review of Proposal of Robert A. Gastaldo

The study of dispersed organic matter (mostly of plant origin) in
sedimentary rocks is one of the last remaining more or less virgin
territories in the study of such rocks. Bob Gastaldo has been a
pioneer in investigation of the fate of plant parts, from living
vegetation to particulate plant material (phytoclasts) in sediments
(plant taphonomy), and his work deserves support almost
independently of the quality of this individual proposal.

The currently proposed research, to look comparatively at ancient
and modern palynofacies--in this case, the suites of plant
fragments that characterize certain sorts of sedimentary rocks (e.
g., tracts of sequence stratigraphy)--is backed by Gastaldo’s
unique knowledge of his subject matter--he is after all the leading
student of plant taphonomy. As Traverse (1994) has pointed out,
this sort of investigation has to do with what he calls
"palynolithofacies"--the accumulation of suites of certain sorts of
plant fragments in response to sedimentary characteristics. There
is another species of palynofacies, "palynobiofacies," which is
gquite different, depending on the biological environment and being
a reflection of it. Both subjects deserve study. I hope Gastaldo
will not totally divorce the two approaches and topics.

In any event, this proposal should be funded to keep up the flow of
information from this very talented and resourceful scientist
individual and his laboratory. The budget seems modest. I am
sorry it does not include evidence of a graduate student who would
work on the project, and I hope that one materializes.

12.Feb.95



Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

14 March, 1994

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
210 Petrie Hall
Auburn, AL 36849-5305

Dear Bob:

Just had time to tackle the bunch of reprints you sent out on 11
Feb. Periastron paper is fascinating--mostly for me because of
the plants! I need to know more about it. You refer me to
literature but don’t actually say what it is.

Log-transported gravels reminded me of the long-ago Brandon
project at Harvard. Some of the coal contains sharp-edged quartz
pebbles and cobbles, presumably from the Cheshire Quartzsite. We
thought it came in on tree roots during floods.

Taphonomy paper from Palaeobotanist I had read in the original
volume which I got as a participant at Lucknow in the Sahni
Centenary. Gastaldo & Hue reminds me vaguely of a chapter I once
read in a soon-to-be published book. Ditto Gastaldo, Allen &

Hue!

The packet also contained a copy of the Dauphin Island blurb.
The others were displayed on my bulletin board ("please take").
It was a disappointment because what the student wanted was a
BOTANY course--trees and stuff, you know. This booklet
advertises some neat material, but the closest it gets to plants
is algae and aquatic vascular plants. It’s a fact that at PSU
(17 campuses, 76,000 students) the only real botany nowadays is
in horticulture!

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT /et
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THE PENNSYLVANTA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

13 May, 1991

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
210 Petrie Hall
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36849-5305

Dear Bob:

Well, I took your advice and rejected the Pocock and Vasanthy MS.
But it was hard and convinces me that I’m not cut out for the
life of an editor! It’s a disappointment that my idea of a
modern, cleaned-up version of the Pocock-Masran classification
can’t be in the book, but Stan apparently cannot, or doesn’t want

to, produce such.

Reviewers rejected Doug Nichols’ two chapters too. He spent
three days here recently working on them and promises to get new
versions to me by the end of May. We’ll see--that’s the
deadline. We are down to Scheckler now, as an author with an
outside chance to get a MS to me before it’s too late.

Best regards.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
: UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

13 May, 1991

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
210 Petrie Hall
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36849-5305

Dear Bob:
The massive stack of reprints finally has surfaced. All will be
carefully read. Several would otherwise not have been seen.

Thank you very much. Your work is of great interest to me.

Doug Nichols was just here to work three days with me on his book
chapters. He insists on "mire" for peat-accumulating "marsh" or
"swamp." How would "backmire" go over? Hmmm.

Hart’s three chapters in, in final form. I believe I’1ll just
have to forget the 2-3 Schecklers and go for it, to meet CUP’s
August deadline!

Viele GriiBe!

Dein

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-863-7823

3 May, 1991

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Your letter re the assistantship has been posted and discussed.
This seems to be sort of a dry year. I had a couple of

good prospects last year who are now graduate students elsewhere,
but this year's crop isn't too promising. However, I'll keep
thinking about it and, who knows?....It certainly is a smashing
opportunity!

When should I start writing you in German for the practice?

Best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT /et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3415; fax: 814-853-7623

29 April, 1991

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Re yours of 18 April. Guess I'll give the Postal Service a
little business. Fax is great when speed is essential.
Otherwise, for the original operator, it's more trouble than
this. I was very amused by your tale of the added cover form.

Re Steve Scheckler, there is (may be?) news. He faxed me a
couple of days ago that his MS is finished (good news), but not
yvet typed into a computer (bad news); no word about the
illustrations (good or bad news?). Maybe he'll yet come
through—--but surely not for a couple of weeks yet. Your
assessment of poor Steve's plight is 100% accurate, and my wife
alone has (more or less) saved me from a similar fate. Actually,
I too am always behind. Speaking of the textbook of
paleobotany--that is really needed. We are using your
tworkbook," but it is too non-textbookish for the average PSU
undergrad to cope. I have toyed with writing a text
myself....[let's hope not!--et].

You helped me with the very difficult Pocock decision. The
other reviewer (Habib) had a go at the "new-improved model" too
and was equally damning. I have to drop Pocock, no two ways
about it.

Schaarschmidt is having a miserable time finding housing for us
in Frankfurt. Die Ursache ist die Menge von Fliichtlingen--
tausende!

All the best.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



LA

'Y @
Auburn University

Aubum University, Alabama 36842-5305
College of Sciences and Mathematics

Department of Geology 5 Telephone: (205) 826-4282
210 Petrie Hal 26 April 1991 ATNet: 221-4282

Dr. Alfred Traverse
435 Deike Building
Pennsylvania State University

University Park, PA 16802

Dear Colleague,

““be looking for an M.S. student with\interests in either palynological or dispersed cuticle
(phytoclast) analyses to begin his/her graduate career in September 1992. There is a Research
Associate position that who will be responsile for the palynological suites and, therefore, I would
be interested in a student whose attention‘would be focused with my interests on dispersed
organics. I realize that this might be an attempt at trying to find a needle in a haystack, but I am
writing to you now so that if you know of an undergraduate student who will be graduating next
year (1991-1992 academic year), you could inform, him/her of this opportunity.

I will be on sabbatical next year as a Senior Research Scientist on an award from the Alexander
von Humboldt Foundation, Bonn, Germany. I willibe collaborating with Walter Riegel in
Gottigen, and will begin my residence there in early August. My address will be Institut und
Museum fiir Geologie und Paldontologie, Der Georg-August-Universitit, Goldschmidt-Str 3, 3400
Gottigen, Germany (FAX - 011 (37) 551 39 79 96; TED, - (0551) 39 79 56). If you have a
potential candidate for this RA, please either contact me prior to my departure this summer or
sometime during the next academic year. I would like to correspond with the student to i

If you have any questions about the position, or know of any potential student, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

ok

Robert A. Gastaldo
Alumni Professor of Geology

[ Institute, for BetamcatD ntat
I e R e e



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-863-7823

8 April, 1991

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

The "PMT" arrived in perfect order, and added to my very tiny =
computer vocabulary.

Your review of the new Pocock MS also came. I am now sending the
MS to one other reviewer. If he also pans it, it will simplify

my job——in fact, we are getting near the bottom of the pan of
problems.

A very trusted reviewer alsc has rejected Doug Nichols' two

chapters, and that has really ignited a fireworks display! Oh,
woe!

I note that you pointedly ignore my question about
Scheckler--should I just write that off? If you could assess the
SS problem, even that would assist me.

Thanks for all your help.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

P.S. Please note new fax number (old one still works, but new
one preferred).

AT/et
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-865-3131

25 March, 1991

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Hope you haven't written me off because I sent the Pocock &
Vasanthy George MS--at least it's comparatively short!

Finally found a geophysicist who could tell me what a PMT is.
Why not send one if it's easy to get, as it would be just one
more thing I wouldn't hawve to bother with here.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



THE PENNSYLYANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-865-3191

18 March, 1991

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Can't remember exactly where we are with our correspondence. Now
that we have upgraded to WordPerfect 5.1 (from 5.0), your MS file
has been duly incorporated. But, regarding your material, I
can't find anybody in the hall who knows what "a PMT" of the
figure means. I'm still asking. More about your MS later.

However, I have something else for you to consider. Just in is a
new effort from Stan Pocock. It seems to me to have
possibilities--gets the Pocock-Masran classification in and makes
some good points. It does need some work. What do you
think?--please get to it urgently. I haven't sent the MS to
anybody else.

We're getting near the end of the road on the book--there really
is only one MS (other than Pocock) still out for which I have any
real hopes: Scheckler. I wonder if you could tell from Steve if
he really is producing a chapter--I have talked until I'm blue in
the face, and he keeps assuring me it'll be "in the mail socon."

I know you got a MS from him for the paleobotany short-course
book (which I am using with good effect in the paleobotany
course) .

My physical exam for the Fulbright is today. That is one of the
last hurdles,

Best wishes.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT /et
encl: copy of new Pocock MS



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-865-3191

23 January, 1991

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Yours of 8 Jan. 91, the diskette and the nice, clean manuscript
all arrived in apple pie order. I will work through the MS very
soon and will be back if there are problems. The new Fig. 1
looks good to me at first glance.

Pocock is considering the possibility of doing a new chapter
based on the application of his system and ideas to a particular
problem——much more concise than the other thing. Incidentally,
he was very complimentary to you for your review, though of
course he didn't know who did it.

Congratulations on the Humboldt. I'd trade you 50% of my German
fluency for 50% of your computer fluency, if such could be
arranged! My reaction about the Paleogene project was similar to
yours--I was told nothing of it until long after the fact--about
a week ago. It is clear that we were included to impress the
German authorities, and I don't really mind. My plan was to work
on Devonian spores, however. Walter Riegel has already written
me expressing the wish that we can visit him and Christine again.
He showed us a marvellous time in the Gottingen area.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES

PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-865-3191

9 November, 1990

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Your letter of 15 October came about ten days ago. I am sorry
that you had such a miserable time for so long with the Pocock et
al. MS. However, what you did to it and have written about it
will be helpful in deciding how to procede, and I appreciate your
work very much.

I go down to NYC on the 19th to spend a couple of days with Dan
Habib. We will work on his MS part of the time. We will also
have a very sericus discussion about what to do with the Pocock
et al. MS, in which your review will play a big role. (As I told
you, I believe, he was the original reviewer and threw up his
hands after 2-3 pages.)

I have talked at length on the phone with Stan Pocock about this.
He is, after all, an old friend. I suggested that, based on a
forthcoming conferencce with an unnamed reviewer (Habib) and on
the review of another unnamed reviewer (Gastaldo), I might
propose a much abbreviated outline of an alternate chapter that
we could consider, but that the present MS is unsatisfactory.
More later.

Change of theme! You don't say anything about the Gastaldo
chapter. I hope you can get onto that comparative "breeze" soon.

All the best. Thanks for everything. I'm sorry that your visit
here had to share my attention with events in the St. Louis area.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et
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The Pennsylvania State University
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419
fax: 814-865-3191

12 October, 1990

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

It was neat to have you here! We all profited and hope you
enjoyed it too.

Unfortunately, I have had a difficult time since then. I spent
some quality hours with Mother last week. Then flew to MI and
loaded up furniture and drove my truck home through terrible
rainstorms (some snow!). No sooner back here than Mother
suddenly died, and Betty and I are getting ready to go right back
out there for her funeral, etc.

I look forward to hearing from you about Pocock et al. Habib
says he thinks, if completely rewritten, a chapter could come out
of it. I'm going to see him in a couple of weeks about it (and

his chapter)--so, your appraisal, proposal, etc., will be very
helpful.

Also, of course, we need your revised and augmented chapter.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



Fax to: Dr. Robert A, Gastalido
Department of Geolooy
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36849-532

FAX NO.: 205-844-5748

Schedule for visit to Penn State of
Dr. Rokert A. Gastaldo
of Autu:n University

M 1., 1 Oct. 3:00 p.m. Dr. Gastaldo arrives, State
College/Univ. Park airport, USAir. Will be met by Dale
Beeson (A. Traverse has 2:30-3:20 class).

Rest of afterncon w. A. Traverse, Deike 4835.
ca. 6:30 p.m. Dr. Gastaldo has dinner at Tavern
Restaurant w. Carl Keener, A. Traverse, and guests.

overnight at home of ‘raverses, Huntingdon Co. (phone
643-1958) .

Tuss,, 2 Oct. Morning w. A. Traverse in his office.
RAE— '
11:30 a.m., Dan Cosgrove, Richara uyr, A. Tra. erse meet
in 435 Deike, go to Nittaany Lion Inn for lunch.

ca. 2:45 p.m. Head for Mueller 8 to set up foc lecture
and sign voucher in Shelly Stephenson's office.

3:30 p.m. Mueller 8, refreshments and seminav:
"Plant taphonomic procazses operating in terrestrial coastal
environments: examples from the Gulf Coast and Inlonesia."

6:30 p.m. AT and RA3 join Roger Cuffey, Bill Duke,
Jennifer Robinson in D:ize parking lot to go to Gamble Mill,
Bellefonte, for dinner, after which RAG and Trave - ses go to
Traverse home for overnight.

Wed.,, 3 Oct. RAG with AT in his office, and/or with ianterested
graduate students in their offices.

12 m. RAG and AT to Allen Room for lunch wita Alan
Davis, Eric Barron, Rudy Slingerland. Early afternoon ad
lib.

3:15 p.m. Set up for lecture in Delke 22.

3:30 p.m. Refreslnents before lecture.

3:45 p.m. ESSC lecture by RAG: "The utilization of

t macrofossils in interpreting sedimentary fazies and
time: examples from ti.; Carboniferous Warrior basin,
Alabama."

5:15 p.m. Carmen oy takes RAG to airport.



BIOLOGY SEMINAR

TITLE:

SPEAKER:

DATE:

Plant Taphonomic Processes Operating
In Terrestrial Coastal Environments:
Examples From The Golf Coastal

Plain and Indonesia

DR. ROBERT GASTALDO
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, Alabama

Tuesday, October 2, 1990

TIME: 4:00 p.m.
LOCATION: 8 Mueller Lab.
Refreshments will be served at 3:40p.m.
in 8 Mueller prior to the seminar.
If you would like to set Up an appointment or
visit with Dr. Gastaldo, contact Dr. Al
PENN STATE Traverse at 863-3419
BN



& &
ESSC Seminar

"THE UTILIZATION OF PLANT M ACROFOSSILS

IN INTERPRETING SEDIMENTARY FACIES AND TIME:
EXAMPLES FROM THE

CARBONIFEROUS WARRIOR BASIN, ALABAMA"

Robert A. Gastaldo

Auburn University
Department of Geology

Wednesday
October 3, 1990

3:45 P.M.
22 Deike Building

Coffee at 3:30 P.M.



THE PENNSYLVANTA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-865-3191

11 September, 1990

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Your MS was sent for review to a well-known researcher in the
general area of palynodebris. Then I independently reviewed the
MS before consulting x's work. At that point I often seek a
third review, if there looks to be a problem. That did not seem

to be the case here.

However, I do have some important comments that I hope you'll
address. I note that they are, for the most part, along the
lines of the reviewer's, though I am a bit more critical than he.

First, I think it is essential for you to take a little time to
come up with some sort of diagrammatic figure (I know from your
previous work that you're good at it!) to stand up front in your
chapter to show the fate of different tissues, etc.--with
arrows——-rather along the lines of, say, the oxygen cycle, or
sources and dispersal of the gross national product. This would
greatly help and catch the interest of the reader. As it is, one
reaches p. 10 with nothing to look at. I think that is
psychologically undesirable.

In your writing, I have trouble with long, modifying phrases and
incessant and repetitive overuse of "these," "those," and "the,"
among a number of what seem to me to be glitches in writing. If
you'll give me license (you'll be final arbiter, of course), I
can smooth and condense some of the language, without hurting
the sense at all.

So, I'm sending you the pages from both reviews that have
editorial markings, plus the reviewer's letter. Please address
all of the points. Maybe you could bring the revised MS here
with you in three weeks? Perhaps even a preliminary draft of the
additional figure? Also, we'd like a diskette containing your MS
(IBM-compatible; Word Perfect 5.0 or software easily convertible
to same preferred). This would ease our final editorial work

considerably.

I believe the reviewer makes a good point about abstracts. Maybe
you could produce one? I believe I might get back to various



. Gastalc’, 115 I 900 pgs 2

authors, suggesting they produce abstracts ex post facto, or give
me license to have a go at writing my own precis (which was what
I intended to do for all), to be placed at the head of each
chapter. You can help me by discussing that when you're here.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et
encl: 1l)xeroxed pages with comments from reviewer;
n

2 ) 11} 11} n mn AT
31) Il letter from reviewer
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AUBURN UNIVERSITY
AUBURN, ALABAMA 368498
FAX INFORMATION COVER SHEET

FAX NUMBER: 205-844-5971 DATE: 15 August 1990

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NUMBER OF PAGES IN THIS TRANSMISSION: 1

TO: Dr. Al Traverse

ADDRESS: 435 Deike Building - Department of Geosciences - The Pennsylvania State
University - University Park, PA 16802

FAX NUMBER: §14-865-3191

FROM: Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
210 Petrie Hall

Auburn University, AL. 36849-5305

COMMENTS: Dear Al,

Here is my Social Security Number (149-36-1952) and my home address (1137 Owens Road,
Auburn, AL. 36830) as you requested for accounting purposes for my forthcoming lectures.

See you in October. Best Regards.
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DEPARTMENT OF GEQSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-865-3191

‘¢

3 August, 1990

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology

210 Petrie Hall

Auburn University, AL 36849-5305

Dear Bob:

Yours of 26-VII-90 in hand. Everybody is looking forward to your
visit! I'll meet you at the airport on Mon., 1 Oct., at 3:30
p.m. (presumably USAir, though United now also flies here). The
rest of that day you're mine! There will be perhaps a little
time to work with you on your MS, about which you'll hear from me
very soon. You'll stay with us at "Alphabet."

Tues., 2 Oct., you speak to Biology at 3:30 p.m. per your title,

"pPlant taphonomic....Indonesia." Earlier that day we'll visit
some of the botanists (the new president of PSU, Dr. Thomas, is
a botanist, as you doubtless know--he was pres. of U.A.). That

evening we'll have a nice dinner in a "typical" local

restaurant, with a few people who'll want to meet you. Tues.
a.m. I hope we can talk about your chapter and other parts of the
nascent book. On Wed., 38 Oct., I'm told by ESSC you'll speak to
them at 4:00 p.m. That should wind up about 5:00 and we can
easily get you to the airport in time for your 5:50 flight.

Somewhere along the line I would like you to visit with my
graduate students--maybe we can set that up for late afternoon on
the 1st, after your arrival. We'll work on it. Could you
provide your s.s.# and home address, please?

All the best.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

P.S. My palynology class will be required to hear at least
one of your lectures!

AT /et
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Aubum University, Alabamal 36849-5305
College of Sciences and Mathematics

Deparment of Geology Telephone: (205) 844-4282
210 Petrie Hal 26 July 1990 ATTNet: 221-4282

Dr. Eric J. Barron, Director

Earth System Science Center

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences
The Pennsylvania State University
College Park, PA 16802

Dear Eric,

I apologize for replying late to your letter of 22 May concerning my forthcoming visit to Penn
State. I have written Al Traverse about my lecture in the Biology Department and have scheduled
an additional day in order to present a seminar at the Earth System Science Center on 3 October.
I havc scheduled my departure from State Collegc at 5:50 pm EDT so that the lecture can be set

taphonomic processes in the Blology lecture. Therefore, I would like to discuss "The Utilization" |
of Plant Macrofossils in Interpreting Sedimentary Facies and Time: Examples from the
Carboniferous Warrior basin, Alabama" &t the Center’s colloquium. I hope that this will be
amenable to your schedule.

I appreciate the opportunity to discuss my research with your group and look forward to meeting
you in the near future.

4

A o
B % 2, 2?3 C &w,,:
- ‘ S Sre Sincerely,

)

505 A — /0/5/ Cf() Rob;%.ééastaldo

AR kb,
¥ Professor of Geology
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Cﬁgﬁﬂf &’ 3738 pm.

A LAND-GRANT UNIVERSITY
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Auburn University, Alabama 36849-5305
College of Sciences and Mathematics

Telephone: (205) 844-4282

Department of Geology
i ATINet: 221-4282

210 Petrie Hall
26 July 1990

Dr. Alfred Traverse

The Pennsylvania State University
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories

435 Deike Building

University Park, PA 16802

Dear Al,

I apologize for replying to your 22 May letter so late. It’s been one of those summers. I would
be delighted to spend a few days in University Park and would like to present results of my
research both to the Biology Department and the Earth System Science Center. I have written
Eric Barron separately about the other lecture. The title of the lecture I have chosen to give on
October 2" is:

Plant Taphonomic Processes Operating in Terrestrial Coastal Environments: Examples from the Gulf
Coastal Plain and Indonesia.

With regard to my arrival schedule, I have contacted our local travel agent and have made the
following reservations. Iwill arrive in State Collegle\University Park on Monday 1 October at 3:00
pm. I have scheduled departure late Wednesday afternoon at 5:50 pm. If there is any ditficulty
with this particular flight schedule, I could change the reservations to leave the following morning
(I have found a reasonable fare on USAir).

Again, I appreciate this opportunity to visit Penn State and bring a different kind of

paleobotanical research program to the attention of your students. I am looking forward to being
able to spend some time with you and your laboratory.

Sincerely,

2eb

Robert A. Gastaldo
Professor of Geology

A LAND-GRANT UNIMERSITY



. THE PERSYLVANIA STATE WNIVERSITY .
DEPARTVENT. OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-865-3191

22 May, 1990

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Andrew Clark of the Biology Department, Chairman of the Seminar
Committee, has authorized me to send you his department's
invitation to present a lecture on Tuesday, 2 October. We think
all four of the topics you suggested in your earlier letter
would be satisfactory. I would think that vplant taphonomic
processes...tropical and temperate Holocene deltas" would be
especially apt. If you have still another idea that you believe

would be better, that would be o.k. too.
The Biology Department will cover your travel expenses plus a

$100 honorarium. You will be staying with us, if that's o.k.
(the department would also cover a room for you if you prefer) .

When you get around to it I need:
1. Your social security number.
2, Title of talk you are presenting.
3. Details of your travel plans. I'll meet you at the local

airport (State College/University Park), which is now served by
many daily flights via USRir Express and United Express.

All the best.

vours very truly,

.(Ej;(iziﬁ;:yqi?7 Alfred Traverse

: BOAEY SR T

AT/et
c: Andrew Clark . /(.;vgf¢~,»u S Rl S



PENNSTATE FAX: (8198653191

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences Earth System Science Center
The Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA 16802

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
cepartment of Geology

Auburn University

210 Petrie Hall

Auburn University, AL 36849-5305

Dear Dr. Gastaldo:

I understand from Al Traverse that you are planning to wvisit
Penn State on October 2 to give a seminar in the Department of
Biology. Since much cf your research is of interest to the Earth
System Science Center and the Department of Geosciences, I would
like to extend an invitation for you to visit either on October 1lst
or the 3rd and to present an additional seminar. Either of the
following two seminar topics that you suggested to Al would be very
enjoyable (a title of your choice would also be welcome): "The
Utilization of Plant Macrofossils in Interpreting Sedimentary
Facies: Examples from the Carboniferous Warrior Basin, Alabama'
or "Plant Taphonomic Processes in Coastal Sedimentary Regimes: A
Comparison of Tropical and Temperate Holocene Deltas'.

If you can arrange to spend an extra day at Penn State, the
Earth System Science Center would be happy to provide a modest
honorarium in appreciation of your time and effort.

I look forward to hearing of your interest.

Sincexrely,

é’/‘ﬁé‘@t"\-w

Erie J..Barxon, Dirsctor
Earth System Science Center

/ded

cc: A. Traverse
D. Eggler

An Equal Opportunity University



. THE PEMISYLVANTA STATE WIVERSITY .
DEPARTHENT OF GEDSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
135 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419; fax: 814-865-3191

22 May, 1990

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Andrew Clark of the Biology Department, Chairman of the Seminar
Committee, has authorized me to send you his department's
jnvitation to present a lecture on Tuesday, 2 October. We think
all four of the topics you suggested in your earlier letter
would be satisfactory. I would think that "Plant taphonomic
processes...tropical and temperate Holocene deltas" would be
especially apt. If you have still another idea that you believe

would be better, that would be o.k. too.
The Biology Department will cover your travel expenses plus a
$100 honorarium. You will be staying with us, if that's o.k.
(the department would also cover a room for you if you prefer) .
When you get around to T T need:‘

1. Your social security number .

2. Title of talk you are presenting.

w3 . Details of your travel plans. I'11 meet you at the local
airport (State College/University Park), which is now served by

many daily flights via USAir Express and United Express.

All the best.

vours very truly.,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et
c: Andrew Clark



The Unive@ity College of Wales@hberystwyth
University of Wales
Institute of Earth Studies

Aberystwyth, SY23 3DB, UK

Director: Professor D Q Bowen

Head of Geography: Dr C R Lewis Professor ] W Aitchison Professor M | O’Hara FRS

Head of Geology: Dr M R Dobson Professor R A Dodgshon Professor J A Taylor
Professor J R Haynes D.Sc Professor R C Whatley
Professor J A Jacobs Professor Dennis Wood

Professor J Lewin

Tel: (0970) 623111 Direct line: .6222 (3 Fax: 0970 622659 Telex: 35181 ABYUCWG

8th May, 1990.
Professor A. Traverse,
The Pennsylvania State University,
Dept. of Geosciences,
Palynological Laboratories,
435 Deike Building,
University Park,
PA 16802, USA.

Dear Alfred,

The genesis and sedimentation of organic 'nannodetritus’'

by R.A. Gastaldo

This is an interesting and useful paper - if a bit verbose. I felt
I could have done without some of the section on the 'fate of organic detritus"
and some of the discussion at the end, both of which partly repeat what is said
in the long section starting on page nine. I found my attention wandered in
places, despite my interest in the subject matter.

alterations directly on the manuscript. There is no need for me to refer to
¢ o these here. I think it is a pity that the editorial policy has been "introduction
vﬁnﬂJ’ only - no abstracts'". I felt this paper could have done with an abstract; so
could the other MS I have just refereed and my own contribution with Warren

f{i? Kovach!
More important points and questions for Bob Gastaldo to consider are
as follows [numbers refer to points indicated on the MSl:

///ji) W I have made a few minor corrections and suggested some similarly minor

1l I am really not very happy with the word ''Nannodetritus". For a start,
from the etymological viewpoint it would be better spelt "Nanodetritus",
but on top of this, the implication is that extremely small (nanoplankton-
sized) particles are going to be discussed whereas,in fact, this is not the
case. I would prefer the title to read "... sedimentation of microscopic
organic detritus" or even "... of phytoclasts". For the most part it is
phytoclasts that are being discussed. I see no need for another term,
especially one that has misleading connotations.

Zs I also wonder whether the title shouldn't be made more specific because,

Contd/ ...
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY |
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419
fax: 814-865-3191

I NTEROFFTIC CORREG SPONDENTCE

Date: 11 April, 1990

From: Alfred Traverse, Professor of Palynology, 435 Deike

To: Steve Schaeffer, Assistan{t Professor of Biology,
507 Mueller

now in charge of the Biology
at I hold a joint appointment

Linda Maxson tells me that you arg
Seminars schedule. You may know tl
with Biology. :

I have a colleague at Auburn,\Bob Gastaldo) who is doing very
interesting things with plant <=8 pecially in terms of
their paleoecological significance. would like to arrange for
him to visit Penn State and give a couple of seminar lectures.
Earth System Science Center over here will sponsor one. If we
can find a suitable date, it would be nice to have him speak
under Biology Dept. auspices also. The honorarium would also
help a bit with the expenses. I enclose a list of potential
subjects. Any of the titles can be given a more biological slant
(these are aimed at ESSC):

ESSC is more free with dates, so if you are agreeable to the
proposition, could you suggest a couple of dates when it would be
possible-—-presumably next Fall?

Best.

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419
fax: 814-865-3191

21 March, 1990

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

As I write we are negotiating the 25 miles over hill and dale to
work (you'll be relieved to hear my wife is driving), and I am
reading...your reprints. I'm lecturing later this a.m. on,
among® other things, Artisia, so your log paper was very
interesting for that reason alone. (The acknowledgment of a
"swamp goddess" aroused prurient interest. Hmm.) The article on
the back re Ediacaran stuff was good serendipity! The taphonomy
of Mobile Delta plants is fascinating. "Biostratinomic" was a
new word for me. Enjoyed the paper. Thanks for all.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEGSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419
fax: 814-865-3191

20 March, 1990

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

This is finally an answer to yours of 2 January. Today is my
first day back to the office after the latest flu relapse. It's
a little daunting that my medical group this time referred me to
the gerontologist, a lass of maybe 29, who told me that I wasn't
allowing for the fact that people my age don't bounce back as
they used to. Hmm. By the way, how are you now?

Thanks very much for the review of Caratini's MS. 1I'm now back
to him with request for revision--I sent a Xerox copy of what
you said, but I blocked off the identifiable parts, in case you
didn't want Claude to know who did it.

Now I can also get at the seminar business. I would think we
ought to try to get Biology to support one, and Geoscience/ESSC
another. More about that a little later. Unwritten agenda:
impress PSU people with the value of having a paleocbotanist here.
As of today your MS hasn't arrived--maybe tomorrow!

Best regards.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

. P.S. If you have a fax number, could I have it?
I'll co mment on the reprints later-—-many thanks for them!

AT/et
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Auburn University

Aubum University, Alabama 36849-5305
College of Sciences and Mathematics

Depoﬁment of Geology Telephone: (205) 844-4282
210 Petrie Hall ATINet: 221-4282

15 March 1990

Dr. Al Traverse

The Pennsylvania State University
Department of Geology
Palynological Laboratories

435 Deike Building

University Park, PA 16802

Dear Al,

As per our conversation, you will find enclosed a manuscript entitled "The
Genesis and Sedimentation of Organic ‘Nannodetritus™ composed of about 17,000
words and 10 figures (20000 words and 10 figures maximum as in the contract). I
hope that it fulfills the bridge in the book. When the chapter has been reviewed,
please just send the text corrections and retain the original figures.

I look forward to hearing from Eric Barron and anticipate the possibility of
coming to Penn State for a lecture. See you soon.

Best Regards,

=

Robert A. Gastaldo
Professor of Geology

A LAND-GRANT UNILVERSILTY
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I wasn’t able to get as much accomplished over this Christmas break as I had hoped. There was/is
some sort of virus and bacterial infection sweeping the town and we (note the plural) have been hit with
one of the infections. I am still in the process of getting it completed and, without any forseeable obstacles,
I should have the manuscript to you sometime this month.

With regard to possible seminar topics, I can offer the following:

Sites of Organic Carbon Deposition in a Tropical Coastal Delta: The Mahakam River Delta, eastern
Kalimantan, Indonesia. .

The Utilization of Plant Macrofossils in Interpreting Sedimentary Facies: Examples from the
Carboniferous Warrior basin, Alabama.

Plant Taphonomic Processes in Coastal Sedimentary Regimes: A Comparison of Tropical and
Temperate Holocene Deltas.

Sedimentological Aspects of Plant-Part Preservation: Case studies from the Carbonifcrous and
Holoccne.

I believe that one or more of these might be of interest to the various groups on campus. I hope
that you and your family spent a joyous holiday season and wish you the best for the coming decade.

Cordially,

:é%astaldo



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419
fax: 814-865-3191

20 Novembher, 1989

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:
Good to hear you the other day.

Here's a xerox of the Caratini MS for review. I have not read it
myself yet. From skimming it seems a bit meagre, but that's
o.k., if it's good enough.

Glad to know that the "nanodetritis" paper is coming along. I
look forward to getting it.

When you find a few minutes, let me have a couple of suggested
titles for seminar’ you could give here. The Earth System Science
Center needs talks on organic matter/environment interfaces, but
I could also arrange more conventional geology through the
Geoscience Dept., or various aspects of paleobotany through the
Biology Dept. Eventually I am hoping I could convince people
here to revive paleobotany at PSU. So, I want to keep its
existence before the public here.

All the best to you.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT /et
encl: MS xerox



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419

7 June, 1989

Dr. Robert B. Cook
Department of Geology
210 Petrie Hall

Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36849-5305

Dear Dr. Cook:

Yours of 16 May was tiere when I returned yesterday from a

six-week absence.

I endorse ily the idea of a University Professorship
He is a dynamic researcher whose relative
duties will result, I am sure, in
accomplis & in science that will far outweigh what this new
status for him will cost Auburn. Dr. Gastaldo's research in all
aspects of organic sedimentation is of great importance and is
already recognized worldwide. He also finds time even now to
write widely in paleobotany and in allied aspects of
paleontology. I use the book he organized on fossil plants
extensively in my paleobotany course here at Penn State. He is
currently producing a chapter for my forthcoming book on
palynomorph sedimentation, and I was delighted to get the
assisténce of such a busy and talented man. Bob Gastaldo will
be a credit to Auburn's select group of University Professors.

Because this letter has already been delayed by my absence, I
will conclude here with the hope that my brevity does not obscure
my enthusiastic support for the nomination.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GECSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6711

6 February, 1989

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo

IFP

B.P. 311

92506 Rueil-Malmaison Cedex, France

Dear Bob:

Yours of 20 Jan. just arrived.

Your title and abstract are super. I would only suggest a slight
change in the title: "Nanodetritus: Genesis and Incorporation in
Sediments." It seems to me that "incorporation" calls for an
explanation of "in what?". Maybe you've had the letter from me
with a copy of a letter from Canbridge UP. I hope they'll take
us. If not, I have back-up plans. Author directions, as I
explained in that letter, must wait until we're official
somewhere. I don't think this need slow us down too much, as

the things affected are usually minor, and nowadays can be
handled by the word processor easily.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



T .E.P.
B.P. 311
92506 Rueil Malmaison Cedex
France

Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802

A l1l'attention de Prof. Traverse

Rueil, le 20 January 89
Vos ref : 14 December 88
Nos ref : 28 December 88

Messieur,

In response to your letter, please entertain the following
as the title and abstract for my contribution:

GENESIS AND INCORPORATION OF NANODETRITUS

The term "nanodetritus" is herein defined as those small and
generally unidentifiable fragments of terrestrial plant parts.
This material is often found concentrated along bedding surfaces
of various siliciclastic depositional environments.

Additionally, it may be distributed within sedimentary
environments providing the source materials for potential
hydrocarbon generation. Genesis of this detritus is principally
the result of mechanical fragmentation under shallow water
conditions. Examples of these biostratinomic processes in
Holocene siliciclastic regimes are discussed and collaries in the
ancient rock record are presented.

I hope that this abstract will be appropriate for your
purposes. If you feel that you need to add, modify, or change
anything in the abstract to better sell the prospectus, feel
free. You are ultimately the Editor. I'm looking foward to
receiving the style instructions.

Best Regards

=k

R.A.Gastaldo



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATCRIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
{814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

28 December, 1988

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo

IFP

BirRes 31l

92506 Rueil-Malmaison Cedex
France

Dear Bob:

Thanks so much for yours of 14 December from France. I am
delighted you can do a chapter for the palynomorph sedimentation
volume. It will be a book, published probably by Cambridge
University Press. I enclose a preliminary proposal, outline,
etc., that recently went out to the already (more or less)
committed authors.

I would think in terms of your chapter going right after Batten &
Kovach, as a new II D 3. I believe you should cover both

genesis and sedimentation of "nanodetritus", including your
actuo- studies and fossil examples, but I want you to feel free
to "do your own thing." Your idea as to time-frame is fine:

late May, 1989.

I now need a title and a (very general) abstract, from which to
write a precis for the revised proposal.

As you can see from the enclosures, I will be sending out
instructions to authors as soon as the guestion of publisher is
settled.

All the best to your for 1989. It will be hard for you to match
your 1988 performance!

Yours very truly,
Alfred Traverse

AT/e
encl: recent mailout to prospective book contributors

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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THE PERNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6711

30 November, 1988

Dr. Robert Gastaldo

Institut Frangais du Pétrole

B.P. 311

92506 Rueil-Malmaison-Cedex, France

Dear Bob:

Thanks for yours of 8 November. I have arranged for all the
appropriate forms and info re graduate admission to go to Mr. Li.
As you say, it's not possible to assess his chances without the
inimitable numbers (though I find they correlate poorly with
research results later!).

The rest of your letter was fascinating. I am putting together a
volume on palynomorph, "palynodebris", etc., sedimentation, based
on a few of the papers from '"my" symposium at Brisbane, but also
including a number of other chapters. Do you think you could
pull together a short chapter on "nano detritus" and its
significance per your results? I'd need a MS by about next May.
You could speculate a bit more than in a journal article! Let me
know asap.

I am sure we can arrange for you to give a seminar here,
whenever. It would be very helpful for us all. Would you
suggest a time later on? '89-'90 sounds good to me.

All the best. What a marvellous experience you've had!.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Ruilding
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

10 October, 1988

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology

210 Petrie Hall

Auburn University

Auburn, Alabama 36849-5305

Dear Bob:

Your letter of 9 August about Li Law came during my prolonged
absence at 3I0P and 7IPC. I should have shuffled the mail, as
the oldest items on the bottom of the stack are just now coming
to light!

It is astonishing to hear the&tAuburn doesn't have a Ph.D. program
in geology. Plenty of places with less claim to credentials have
one.

Yes, we are the largest university Earth Science institute in
North America, and of course offer a Ph.D. in all sorts of
aspects of geology, including coal petrology, and
paleobotany-palynology. As I'm sure you're aware, however, I get
mostly students in palynology. I have had a couple in
paleobotany, who were technically in Biology and got their
degrees as of that department.

Whether Mr. Li could get admitted as a graduate student in
geology here I can not assess. If I had his GRE scores, for
example, it would be helpful in commenting. Admission is
competitive, and the competition is quite keen. If a student is
admitted, the implication is that he will be supported here,

but this is somewhat tricky for a foreigner, unless he/she is
very good (can be so measured by TOEFL) at English. Teaching
assistantships are the major means of support. I would be happy
to evaluate Mr. Li's GRE and TOEFL scores before he applies, if
you like.

May I add that I think you do very interesting work. I wish I
knew you better.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTHENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

2 February, 1987

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36849

Dear Bob:

Have received and have been reading in P.S. Spec. Pub. 1. I'm
not entirely convinced that the creationists are worth so much
ink and paper, nor that giving them publicity doesn't play into
their hands. However.... 1t is a nice piece of work.

One matter greatly interested me. I was on the infamous Steve
Austin's Ph.D. committee here. He never uttered a word about
being a fundamentalist, though I recall some sparring at his
comps that made sense later in that light. I also recall that I
wouldn't pass his Ph.D. thesis because the palynology was
"cooked." I got him to admit that a person at a "Loma Linda
University" had done it for him--and appropriate changes were
made. At that time I'd never heard of L.L.U. That, and the fact
that my wife kept commenting that he seemed to be loaded with
cash and wasn't looking for a job "like a normal student"” should
have made us more suspicious.

It was not, however, until I got your book that I realized that
he had published (as "S. Nevins"--maybe, however, Steve Austin is
really the pseudonym?) creationist claptrap long before he
applied to PSU--1973. If the application form asked for all
publications then, as now, he was guilty of fraud for covering

it up. (I am told that he has been asked why he kept "S. Nevins"
secret, and he honestly replied, "Penn State wouldn't have
admitted me if they had known.'")

He performed very well in all courses here--including my
palynology--and, aside from the palynological subterfuge cited

above, I know of no way he could have been denied a Ph.D. It was
a near-perfect scam (crime?).

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOSICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 o (814)865-6393

30 March, 1987

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geology
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Thanks very much for the reprints that came a while back--just

read with interest. I once visited the Glasgow stumps with
Walton (1947) and thus was interested in your reasonable
interpretation. Your research on the method of fossil plant
preservation vs. sedimentation, etc., is of great interest to
us. Keep up the good work!

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

P.S. My room address has been 435 since 1976 ("529" is now a
drafting poom).

AT/t
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Auburn University

Auburn University, Alabama 36849-3501

Department of Geology Telephone (205) 826-4282
210 Petrie Hall 7 April 1986

Professor Alfred Traverse
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories

Deike Building

The Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA. 16802

Dear Al,

I have enclosed a copy of the program for the Plant
Taphonomy Symposium scheduled for Monday afternoon, 16 June, in
the Atlanta Convention Center. The only ms that doesn’t really
fit the symposium is the last paper of the day which was added by
the meeting organizers. Bill Fritz was going to submit a paper
on taphonomy in volcaniclastic terrains, but time wasn’t on his
side. He’ll be addressing this at the Fossil Plant Short Course
in November.

The short course for the Paleo Society will be held in San
Antonio on Sunday, 10th November, in the San Antonio Convention
Center and, as previous short courses, are free. The schedule of
speakers is: FRITZ- volcaniclastic terrain taphonomy; SPICER: —
taphonomy in fluvial/limnic systems (the PRF has granted us money
to bring Spicer from England); GASTALDO- taphonomy in deltaic
systems; KNOLL- acquisition of land; GENSEL- early vascular land
plants; SCHECKLER- Devonian-Mississippian transition; DIMICHELE,
PHILLIPS and WILLARD- Peat accumulating systems of the
Carboniferous; MAPES and GASTALDO- Late Paleozoic terrestrial
clastic palecfloras; ARCHANGELSKY- Gondwanan paleofloras (FRF has
provided some money to bring Sergioc to the meetings; Texas A&M,
University of Tennessee, and Auburn University [still in the
works] have provided honoraria to aid in bringing Sergio to the
US); ASH- Early Mesozoic paleofloras; HICKEY- Cretaceous
angiosperm diversification; WOLFE- Trends in Tertiary floras.

A volume of short course notes will be available for a nominal
fee of approximately $10.00.

I hope that this is sufficient information concerning these
two forthcoming events. If I can be of any further assistance,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

/

Robert A. Gastaldo
Associate Professor
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FOUNDATION ' PROPOSAL EVALUATION FORM ’ NSFForm 1 (4/84)

{ Supersedes All Previous Editions

PROPOSAL NO. INSTITUTION PLEASE RETURN BY
EAR=-8609158 Aubivurn Univ 04704786
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR NSF PROGRAM
Aabert A. Gastaldo STRATIGRAPHY & PALEONTOLO
TITLE Hegaflaral Paleontology and Paleoecology af Early

Pennsylvanian Deltadc Systems in the 8lack Warrior Sasin

Please evaluate this proposal using the criteria presented on the back of this review form. Continue on additional
sheet(s) as necessary.

Gastaldo's proposal is for a worthwhile project on the cutting edge of
paleobotany. There is very little research being done in North America on
the geological side of paleobotany, especially with the return of Hermann
Pfefferkorn to Germany and his student, Scheihing, to industry. Therefore,
based on Gastaldo's previous work and the general situation, I would favor
funding just to keep our hand in. However, I find the proposal to be
imaginative, well conceived, and well-written, and it deserves support on
merit. My copy of the proposal lacked page 10 with the all-important
summary-—too bad.

I really have only budgetary comments. The NSF policy has apparently been
to regard a PC as the sort of lab furniture that the university through
overhead should cover. I believe that was a correct position, and should be
sustained. Auburn is apparently offering to cover half of the PC. They
should cover the whole thing. Software and accessory hardware needed

for the project could be part of the budget. The travel budget is inflated
by multiple trips with a small personal pickup truck. I suggest U-Haul

or other rental of a larger truck for 2-3 days, to cut down the number of

trips and attendant personmel costs.

Gastaldo's performance on EAR 84-07833 is certainly all that can be expected

in the time-frameeand for the amount of money granted. It was a pilot-
study and, 1f the arrent proposal is funded, will build into the on-going

project.

Please includes, in a separate paragraph(s)s comments on the quality of the
prior work described In the "Fesults from Prior NSF Support® sect jone.
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Dr. Mark H. Scheihing
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Plano, TX 75075 Department of Geeosciences
Pennsy Ivania State Unfversity
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] PROPOSAL NO. T INSTITUTION PLEASE RETURN BY
wCAR=E5121176 Aubuyrn Uniy D8F31/78%
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR NSF PROGRAM
Robert s Castaldo SYRATIGRAPHY & BA{FONTOLOG |
PUrCe Megafloral Paleantology and Palegecology of Early

Pennsylvanian Deltaic Systsms in the Black Harrior Basin

Please evaluate this pro?bsal using the criteria presented on the back of this review form. Contintie on additional
sheet(s) as necessary.

The proposer could havedmade this proposal a much more readable document with a
few helpful diagrams, a map or two, and other illustrations, plus double-spacing.
The proposal as is reads and looks like a legal brief. But the subject is fas-
cinating, and Gastaldo is fast becoming a world leader in it. He has outlined in
the proposal a good plece of work, which with the help outlined, he should be able
to accomplish., Fossil plant palececology is an important field at the boundary
between biology and geology. Gastaldo's work is important and deserves support.
He is very productive and energetic. Auburn apparently recognizes that they have
a good man and seem to be supporting him. The equipment and other resources
are adequate. The budget is unremarkable and reasonable.

gﬁ:‘uﬁ;ﬁl’ ;l EXCELLENT [] very coop [Jeoop Urair (] poor
REVIEWER'S SIGNATURE REVIEWER'S NAME (TYPED)
sniine Alfred Traverse
OTHER %GGESTED AEVIEWERS (OPTIONAL)
[ T
B A A e TN el
» 8 L] L ®
SUNY-Binghamton Pennsylvania State University
Binghamton, NY 13901
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14 March, 1984

Dr. Robert A. Gastaldo
Department of Geolagy
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

Dear Bob:

Just read with profit your Pecopteris paper in JP. Perhaps
you'd pardon my mention of a couple of nomenclatural gremlins on
p. 73. "...is an invalid species" is incorrect usage. ''Invalid"
in ICBN refers to ''not validly published" but should only be used in
the following way--so-and-so was ‘validly (or not validly) published”.
In any case, the correct expression for your situation is "1llegitimate".
The '"nomonym" (left col., para. 2, 1. 21; surely you mean homonym) was
perfectly validly published but is illegitimate.

Best wishes.

Yours veruw truly,

'Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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