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fensome@agc.bio.ns., 0’12 PM 1/5/99 -, poster doc.

To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

From: Alfred Traverse <traverse@ems.psu.edu>
Subject: poster doc.

Cc:

Bee:

Attached:

Hi, Rob!

The documentation stuff re the poster just came. Many thanks. I will post it on my
propaganda board. I just noticed that palynomorph is misspelled "palymorph" in the caption
to the illustration of the Fownes Beach loc. Whoops! &And I wasn't 100% happy with the
placement of some of the ? with the names. For example, in the Camerosporites case, the ?
should surely be at the end, not at the beginning. But I can't swear that I wasn't to

blame, either.

Have a great 1999. Best. Al.
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fensome@agc.bio.ns., 01:37 PM 4/1/98 , Als proposal

actual morphology. And regardless of how you load your argument with
the numbers game, it is a fact that recourse to types has solved or
clarified a number of taxonomic problems in recent years (as Jan knows
well with his restudy of Stan Pocock's material).

However, | also see your argument with respect to lost or inaccessable
types. Your argument that most palynological holotypes are unavailable
- at least not readily available - is unassailable. Could there be a
compromise - a holotype must be designated but if lost or damaged, the
illustration should serve as type (Judy came up with this idea). This
would serve to maintain standards, please both the specimen and
illustration schools of thought, and effectively formalise what mostly
happens now anyway. What do you think, all.

Back to the swamp.

Best wishes to all, Rob

mted for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




Juno e-mail printed Fri, 6 Feb 1998 13:47:16 , page 1

From: bettyandal

Full-Name: Alfred or Elizabeth |. Traverse
To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Cc: jjansonij@cadvision.com

Subject: the usual

X-Status: Unsent

Dear Rob:

My Devonian paper has gbne off to some other advisers, and | now tumn my
attention to getting my proposal out of here.

Your comments per 21 Jan. are very useful. | have put in the numbers you
have provided and am frying to see if there are places the paper could be
chopped without emasculating it. One thing that came out of your message
that has bothered me a lot, was the question of nannofossils and diatoms.
They are CaCO3 and SiO2 respectively, and thus not subject to the
disintegrative processes that attack sporopollenin and chitin, etc., but

the difficulty of storage, and refinding of both preparations and the

specimens in them, is shared | would suppose with palynomorphs, though!|
have no direct experience. | am debating how to handle this. At first |

was inclined to make the definition " organic-walled plant microfossil"

in order to make it clear that | am talking about palynomorphs

exclusively. Now | am thinking I'll leave it general, so that diatoms

and discoasters, etc., are included if somebody wants to include them.

So, thanks. But (sorry!) I'll have to add at least a sentence at the
appropriate place to note that such microfossils are not subject to the
same sorts of disintegration as palynomorphs (though they can be

dissolved).

In addtion to the Devonian work that was more pressing, | have delayed
sending off the proposal paper because | had sent a copy of the MS also
to Hartkopf-Froeder over two weeks ago, via International Priority Mail,,
after getting his agreement to look at it, per e-mail. Since then it has
been absolute silence from Krefeld. No e-mail to say that the package
came, didn't come, etc. Nothing. | guess it must have shocked him
badly. Hmmm. | guess now I'll just have to go ahead without hearing
from him, which makes me unhappy.

Cheers. Al



Juno e-mail printed Fri, 23 Jan 1998 10:52:27 , page 1

From: Rob Fensome <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>
Retum-path: <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>

Reply-To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

To: "Alfred or Elizabeth |. Traverse" <bettyandal@juno.com=>
Cc: jjansonij@cadvision.com

Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 16:34:13 -0800

Subject: Re: response to sugg.

Message-ID: <34C69405.11CD@agc.bio.ns.ca>
References: <19980121.105859.7567.1 .bettyandal@juno.com>
X-Status: Read

X-Mailer: Mozilla 3.01 (Win95; |; 16bit)

Hi Al

I've just surfaced from a horrible bureaucratic all-day meeting

yesterday and a review of a long monograph that has taken me a few days
to do. (While you've been picking grapefruit, I've been picking

figurative nits, as is my wont.) |'took a look at your revised ms and

found it much more readable than the first draft. Please excuse me from
going through it with a fine tooth comb again, but | agree with Jan that

it could be shortened - | think the editor will urge you to slim it

down.

Suggested revision of 1st para, 2nd sentence, p.2: “There are something
in the neighborhood of [if you must] 20,000 validly published species
names for fossil spores and pollen, as well as approaching 10,000
species names for organic-walled algal microfossils; these 30,000
specific names are assignable to about 5,000 generic names. Such

microfossils ...."

How strongly do macrofossil people feel about all this (keeping in mind
that some microfossil people have yet to be convinced)? It would be
very simple to drop the wording “... of non-fossil plants ..." from

Article 8.3, and thus avoid going into contortions over defining
"microfossils”. The simpler the changes, the easier it might be'to get
them accepted, as long as those simpler changes do the job of course. |
wonder, too, what the diatom and nannofossil people would think - maybe
they wouldn't care. Article 8.4 would have to be modified too.

Anyway, these are ramblings. My feelings are that you should submit
your ms and see where the chips fall.

Cheers Rob
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Jiino e-mail printed Tue, 20 Jan 1998 1T°594:15 , page 2

> couple of manuscripts "for my information," and | appreciate that. |

> found 99.5% of what you et al. said made great sense. However, on p. 3
> there is the statement: " ...it may not be an illustration. (Itis

> necessary for the types of some extant plant taxa [you should have

> said—ahem—names] to be illustrations because of their delicate,

> unpreservable nature; however, preservability is not considered to be

> such a problem for fossil plants.)” As you know, | would argue that

> permanent preservability and accessibility, which is part of what is of

> concern here, are definitely a problem for plant microfossils.

> Palyno-fossils are indeed hard to preserve, hard to conserve, and
because

> of both size and chemistry are very easy to lose or permanently
misplace,

> even if people didn't carry them around in their coat pockets.

>

> I'm wondering how the "Intemational Express Mail" worked. Of course,
> OUR post offices are all closed today, and there is no mail delivery,

SO

> it's a good thing there's e-mail, eh?

=

> Best. Al

>

> P. S. Thanks very much for the guess on acritarch numbers. I'll go

> along with that. You are too modest. | was talking about the world's

> authority on the number of taxa and names out there, and as the indexer
> thereof, you had better be such a.



Juno e-mail printed Sat, 17 Jan 1998 192:35 , page 1

From: Rob Fensome <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>
Return-path: <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>
Reply-To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

To: bettyandal@juno.com

Cc: jjansoni@nrcan.gc.ca

Date: Fri, 16 Jan 1998 14:19:46 -0800

Subject: Counts

Message-1D: <34BFDD02.52A2@agc.bio.ns.ca>
X-Status: Read

X-Mailer: Mozilla 3.01 (Win95; |; 16bit)

Hi Al

Thanks for your messages. | would hardly count myself as an expert on
acritarchs. | just did'a lot of Indexing grunt work. But thanks for

the flattery anyway. Re numbers, just from the fact that the 1990
acritarch index is about the same size as the 1993 dino index, | would
say that the numbers of acritarchs and dinos are more or less
equivalent, but the acritarch index also included prasinophytes and
nebulous Precambrian thingies as well, and it is difficult to draw a

firm line between acritarchs and, respectively, prasinos and thingies.
Can you make any better sense Jan?

One pedantic point: you should probably make clear that your counts
refer to names, not taxa. Apologies if this is a repeat comment.

I'd be happy to take a quick look at your ms again - maybe I'll be
convinced this time.

Hope you are enjoying your cycling. | was dreaming yesterday about

cycling in the English countryside - my particular idea of heaven,
though | haven't been able to do it for years.

All the best Rob
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fensome@agc.bio.ns., 05:11 PM 11/30/9, MS, etc. 2
of polemics, and in my view requires polemical style. So, | may not accept all your
suggestions on style, though | REALLY DO appreciate your approach, and will seriou
consider all the proposed changes. In some instances, the use of a single word or telegraphic
expression changes the meaning. E. g.: "about" is clearly NOT the same as "in the
neighborhood of*. If | get some actual numbers from you that | can combine with my number
for sporomorphs, then | can say "about".

Thanks for reading. Al

med for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 2
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fensome@agc.bio.ns., 02:58 PM 11/21/9, Re: MS, etc.

Date: Fri, 21 Nov 1997 14:58:33 -0800

From: Rob Fensome <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>

Reply-To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

To: Alfred Traverse <traverse@ems.psu.edu>

Subject: Re: MS, etc.

References: <199711211836.NAA13074@pangaea.ems. psu.edu>

Hi Al

Sent it by fax anyway. Hope you can read the pencil marks on the ms.
If necessary I'll send the original after the strike. Yes we have a

postal strike and no mail is being accepted. Anyway, let me know if you
have problems reading anything.

All the best Rob

Alfred Traverse wrote:

>

> Dear Rob:

>

> As you can see, | sometimes take a vacation from reading this stuff for a

> couple of days, hence delay.

>

> |'d say go ahead and MAIL the thing and let the devil take the hindmost.

>

> But please make a xerox of your comments and corrections so that we could do
> something more creative if necessary.

>

> | don't have phone privileges for outgoing calls any more. | can do it if I

> arrange a prepaid card, etc., but it is so much trouble that | don't do it.

>

> |f you want to send the thing by fax, the number is 814-863-7823. The

> secreteary who minds the machine always gets the messages to me promptly.

>
> | will be interested to hear what your reactions were, to say the least!

>

> Best wishes. Al

> Alfred Traverse

> Palynological Laboratories
> Department of Geosciences
> 435 Deike Building, PSU

> University Park, PA 16802
> Ph.: 814-863-3419

> Fax: 814-863-7823

!’Jg;in?i for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802, USA
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823
E-Mail: traversedems.psu.edu

13 Nov., 1997

Dr. R. A. Fensome
Geological Survey of Canada
Atlantic Geoscience Centre
Box 1006

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
Canada

Dear Rob:

Enclosed is an MS in preliminary form, that I intend to submit to
Taxon. If you read my chapter in the J & M volume, you know that
the subject is one about which I feel strongly. I hope you agree
with me, but whether you do or not, I would appreciate your
reading the thing. Please return it to me with your red pencil
comments on particular things, and perhaps a letter with general
reactions.

Hope all is going well. We are just back from the trip to
Germany, which was a lot of fun and went very well. In Freiburg
I wished I had you with me. I was cornered by a professor and
student who think they have Ordovician dinoflagellates--the
plates and archeopyles seem pretty iffy, and the "plates" are
limited in number, like a modern dino. Hmmm. I didn’t want to
be impolite (they were showing us such a good time!), but I did
say not to be too surprised if Nature turns it down.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor Emeritus of Palynology

encl. :MS



fensome@agc.bio.ns., 02:42 PM 11/21/9, MS, etc. 1

To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

From:; traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: MS, etc.

Cc:

Bcec:

X-Attachments:

Dear Rob:

As you can see, | sometimes take a vacation from reading this stuff for a couple of days,
hence delay.

I'd say go ahead and MAIL the thing and let the devil take the hindmost.

But please make a xerox of your comments and corrections so that we could do something
more creative if necessary.

| don't have phone privileges for outgoing calls any more. | can do it if | arrange a prepaid
card, etc., but it is so much trouble that | don't do it.

If you want to send the thing by fax, the number is 814-863-7823. The secretgary who minds
the machine always gets the messages to me promptly.

| will be interested to hear what your reactions were, to say the least!

Best wishes. Al.

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1




fensome@agc.bio.ns., 12:51 PM 11/19/9, Your ms

Date: Wed, 19 Nov 1997 12:51:42 -0800

From: Rob Fensome <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>
Reply-To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: Your ms

Hi Al

I've been through your ms and recorded my reaction in a letter and
annotations on the ms itself. Since we are (still) on the verge of a
postal strike here | will fax the letter and ms to you. Since the ms

and letter together are 12 pages long, you may wish to be there as | fax
it in order to field it. If so, call me (902-426-2732) and we'll try to
choreograph the process. I'll be here (bar restroom and copier sorties)
this afternoon till about 3.40 yours, and tommorrow in the afternoon (I
have a meeting in the morning). If you don't need fielding practice, let
me know by e-mail (along with the appropriate fax number) and I'll fire

it off to you promptly.

All the best Rob

ﬁinﬁed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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fensome@agc.bio.ns., 06:58 PM 9/23/97, Transparencies

Date: Tue, 23 Sep 1997 18:58:12 -0700

From: Rob Fensome <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>
Reply-To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: Transparencies

Hi Al

Hope you had a good trip to Germany. Thanks for your note - glad you
got the "dias" back. They were fine, as you will see when we finally
manage to get a version of the poster to you. The only thing | would
suggest would be to make the images a bit bigger - but you may be
limited by your microscope system of course.

| have fond memories of my visit too, so | would very much enjoy a
return visit in the not too distant future. Alternatively maybe you
folks feel like a Nova Scotia holiday one of these days.

The Wood's Hole meeting was excellent - small (59) but intimate,

friendly and scientifically exciting - and not just about

phytoplankton. The gurus of the various databases (PALYNODATA, DINOSYS
and others) are beginning to talk about ways of collaborating - an

exciting prospect. | saw my first digital presentation - "slides"

"projected” from a "computer" rather than a slide projector.

Cheers Rob

mted for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)



fensome@agc.bio.ns., 02:55 PM 9/3/97 , slides and poster

X-Authentication-Warning: turbot: Host agcux.bio.ns.ca claimed to be agcux
Date: Wed, 03 Sep 1997 14:55:06 -0700

From: Rob Fensome <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>

Reply-To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: slides and poster

Hi Al

Hope your summer has been less hectic than mine - visitors, inlaws
moving, deadlines, etc. Things would be calming down about now except
that Wood's Hole organizers persuaded me to give a major talk on dino
evolution, so I'm bustling right now to get slides prepared and put
together and connecting with co-authors (I am but a front man in this
enterprise) - all for 40 minutes of "glory".

This message is really just to let you know that your Fundy Basin slides
are on their way back to you - with thanks again. | will send you a
copy of the poster in due course when we have finished slides for the
current job and we can tease the computers to work with such a large
file - otherwise it will come in bits. We plan to present it at the

Atlantic Geoscience Society's annual meeting at Acadia (Wolfville) in
February. | will keep you posted.

Also thanks for copying nomenclature items to me. | will digest them
after AASP.

All the best to Betty and yourself  Rob

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




fensome@agc.bio.ns., 02:07 PM 5/23/97, pics

X-Authentication-Warning: turbot: Host agcux.bio.ns.ca claimed to be agcux
Date: Fri, 23 May 1997 14:07:06 -0700

From: Rob Fensome <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>

Reply-To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: pics

Hi Al

Sorry | didn't get back to you - very remiss of me. The pics are fine

and they have been incorporated into the poster. The images were mostly
on the small side, but we were able to enlarge them and sharpen them up
a bit electronically, as well as remove the background debris and play
around with the background color. (lts actually quite scary what you

can do electronically.) The poster also contains a lot of other
photographs, so it is a huge file and "they" are having trouble printing

it right now - it may have to be split into two pieces. Anyway, you

should expect to see a copy arrive on your doorstep in late June or

early July.

Hope you and Betty have a good weekend. Cheers Rob

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




fensome@agc.bio.ns., 01:04 PM 5/23/97, pics 1

To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: pics

Cc:

Bcc:

X-Attachments:

Dear Rob:

This is also "scary"--I am answering your rejoinder before you sent it, using local time for both
ends.

Further technical reflections: the pics were taken with a 54x oil Leitz fluorite objective. Better
def. than with 40x. 100x oil, although it yields about twice as big images, has very shallow
depth of focus. With the Leica 35 mm. the 54x oil does yield a very small image, and there
isn't a thing you can do about it. With the Aristophot camera which | use with Polaroid, | can
use the 54x to get maximum quality of picture, and then use the bellows of the camera to go to
1500x or 2000x to fill the frame (1000x yields images in the 5-10 cm. range for most forms) if

desired.

| have been wondering if | shouldn't try to go to a digital camera. | wonder if there is a way to
do it without winning the state lottery.

Best. Al.

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1
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Rob Fensome, 01:38 PM 5/2/97 , pics

X-Authentication-Warning: turbot: Host agcux.bio.ns.ca claimed to be agcux
Date: Fri, 02 May 1997 13:38:17 -0700

From: Rob Fensome <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: pics

Hi Al

Thanks for the message. Sorry that you are having some difficulty. When
the images are digitized the yellow hue can be changed, so that's not a
problem - however resolution would be, although even that can be improved
| believe. Color negatinves would be fine if you find them a lot easier

to manage. Thanks again for all the trouble you are going to.

Lorraine's group did Elijah a while back - but I'm sure they didn't pay
$20,000 for the soloist - can anyone sing $20,000 well | have to ask?

Cheers Rob

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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Rob Fensome, 02:17 PM 4/28/97, pics

X-Authentication-Warning: turbot: Host agcux.bio.ns.ca claimed to be agcux
Date: Mon, 28 Apr 1997 14:17:24 -0700

From: Rob Fensome <fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca>

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: pics

Hi Al

Thanks for your message. Several exposures of each would be good. We
send stuff out to be scanned and color negs or dias are equally good in
terms of quality - yes slides can be directly scanned. However, in the

deal we have worked out with the supplier, we are charged CA$1.00 per
slide and CA$1.65 per negative - the difference being in the ease of

handling.

Winter seems to be over here too, though we won't see much in the way of
leaves until mid, or even late May. Lorraine in the midst of a heavy

music season right now, which makes me chief cook, bottlewasher and
parent at home. This coming weekend, Lorraine's choir (Halifax Camerata
Singers - the only "professional” choir in the Maritimes, professional in

the sense that the members are vocational singers, though there is no
payment per se) is cutting a CD featuring Maritime folk songs.

Good luck with your trees and "hi" to Betty.

Cheers Rob

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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Rob Fensome, 04:52 PM 4/24/97, Re: photos

> University Park, PA 16802
> Ph.: 814-863-3419
> Fax: 814-863-7823

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




fensome@agc.bio.ns., 12:40 PM 4/24/97, photos 1

To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: photos

Cc:

Bcc:

X-Attachments:

Dear Rob:

Gotcha note about the pics for the poster. What | propose to do is to get a roll of the
appropriate color film and shoot a roll of pictures from my slides. That will take most of a day
but is worth it. But before | begin, | have a couple of questions: 1. do you have a preference
as to film? | will use a Fuji color film for prints of the least grainy type unless | hear to the
contrary. Ektachrome Kodak is another possibility. 2. May | have permission to shoot the
pictures from Fundy Group samples with a view to getting the best pictures--or do the pictures
have to be from the slides | have on loan from you all? [f the latter, it will take longer .

The $142 package from Stuttgart just came in the door--with a slip saying, "Bitte
entschuldigen Sie den Packfehler." So, now | gues | am up to date, with both Vol. 3 and Vol.

4.

Best. Al.

med for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1
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Rob Fensome, 01:47 PM 4/23/97, Triassic palynomorph images 2

more
notice. Your assistance in this would be very much appreciated Al - please let me know as
soon as possible whether you will be able to help.

All the best Rob

F’Frinrted for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 2




fensome@agc.bio.ns., 06:45 PM 4/21/97, re: reprints

From: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Date: Mon, 21 Apr 97 18:45:27 -0300

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: re: reprints

X-Incognito-SN: 101

X-Incognito-Format: VERSION=1.75 ENCRYPTED=NO

Hi Al

| hope you had a good trip, if that's appropriate. The reprints are without
charge to you - we're happy to have had you on board. The price for the
Eisenack volume is steep, but sounds about right. Consider that you are
supporting (in part anyway) a good cause - royalties are plowed back into the
project.

Judy and | are just finishing the last minutiae of the "form-genus" paper,
which has been accepted for publication after a relatively painless review
process - thanks I'm sure to pre-submission feedback from yourself and
others. (I haven't had a response yet from Bill, by the way.)

All for now, except would you please use my other e-mail address -
fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

I'm using Netscape now for e-mail and the above address doesn't come in on
that line (or whatever the appropriate jargon is). No big deal - just a bit

more convenient for me if you use the "bio" address.

Cheers Rab
Cheers Rob

*Wmmmmmnm*
Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome
GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.O. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465

m@ for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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fensome@agc.bio.ns., 04:24 PM 3/25/97, Nomenclatural issues

Jan, that you are listing "type" under each genus and not "type species".

This would seem to get me caught up on everything but BioCode matters
(yikn!), which may take a few more months for me to get around to. More
pressing is the writing of a proposal to clarify the Code on the designation

of fossil types. Again, Judy and | promise not to be Greuterian; we intend
only to do housekeeping that will make life easier for paleobotanists. 'l

send you both a draft, and if you like it enough perhaps you might be

inclined to be co-authors. | also have to write up a cluch of dino-related
conservation proposals (Protoperidiniaceae in favor of Congruentidiaceae and
Rhaetogonyaulacaceae in favor of Shublikodiniaceae).

Have a great Easter. Sorry that this has been so long (indeed | wonder if
either of you are still with me at this point).

Cheers Rob

Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.O. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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rfensome@gsc.nrcan., 02:09 PM 3/9/97 , WGC letter

called for?

All the best. Al

- Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




fensome@agc.bio.ns., 05:41 PM 3/3/97 , re: catalog 1

From: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Date: Mon, 3 Mar 97 17:41:47 GMT (Original AST)

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: re: catalog

X-Incognito-SN: 101

X-Incognito-Format: VERSION=1.75 ENCRYPTED=NO

Hi Al

There are 4 volumes of the Eisenack Catalog New Series out. Volume 3 costs
US$160. Hope this info helps you decide what to do. We plan to put out a
small supplement on species originally described in Spanish later this year,
but after that it will probably be a couple of years before we do the next
volume. This is because I'm going to be heavily involved in the next "Lentin
and Williams" index of dinoflagellates and I'm a co-author on a volume on
dinoflagellates in the Treatise of Invertebrate Paleontology series. Its a

good opportunity to review the genera.

A copy of a letter from me to Bill Chaloner on the form-genus issue should
land on your doorstep soon.

All the best for now. Cheers Rob

Fekeh
Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.O. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465

I’—m for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1
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to copy at least this letter to Werner Greuter, Dan Nicolson, David Hawksworth and John McNeil,
who are also involved in the broader context of this debate.

Its too late to wish you a Happy New Year, but perhaps best wishes for a good Spring and Summer
is a brighter sentiment anyway. My mother tells me that you need rain too, so I'll wish some of that,

but only at night.

Best wishes,

T (0h),

Robert A. Fensome
Marine Resources Geoscience Subdivision

RAF/nk

C.Ch J. Skog
A. Traverse
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fensome@agc.bio.ns., 06:48 PM 2/17/97, re: nomenclature

Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.O. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465

F/PrTntied for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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fensome@agc.bio.ns., 12:41 PM 1/16/97, re:

single illustration (even though two or more might appear on the plate). If
no such attempt was made, | fear that the name ought to be considered not
validly published.

| hope this helps.

Cheers Rob

Reply to: fensome@agec.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.O. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




fensome@agc.bio.ns., 01:44 PM 1/7/97 , Cascade of messages

From: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Date: Tue, 7 Jan 97 13:44:25 GMT (Original AST)

To: w.chaloner@rhbnc.ac.uk, wg@fub46.zedat.fu-berlin.de, d.hawksworth@cabi.org,
johnm@rom.on.ca, jskog@gmu.edu, traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: Cascade of messages

X-Incognito-SN: 101

X-Incognito-Format: VERSION=1.75 ENCRYPTED=NO

This is just to wave a flag (a white flag?) to signify that I'm here and
receiving the cascade of Code related e-mails. Its nice to know that Judy
and | (Bill and Al too) seem at last to have stirred some interest in the
fossil situation. | don't have the time at present to digest and comment on
the problems as they deserve. | will devote a day to nomenclatural matters
soon however and give some feedback.

| fully endorse Judy's note of this morning, especially with regard to the
need to avoid the taxonomic concept of organ taxa in a nomenclatural code
and, in general, the necessity to keep taxonomic matters out of nomenclatural

codes of whatever stripe.

Cheers Rob

Ahkkhkikhk ikt A kAT A Ak A A A kA A bk ki k

Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.O. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca ¥

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: MS

Dear Rob:

This is Thanksgiving week, and we are very took up, but | WILL get at the MS ere long. If
your main thrust is alternate names approval, you won't get static from me, but | hate long sets
of directions for actual application of names that apply only (in this case) to (certain kinds of )
fossils.

Thanks for clarification on mounting media.

By the way, the custom of having T. D. on the second Monday in October, to which | was born,
makes a hell of lot more sense than having it three weeks before Xmas.

Best. Al

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1




fensome@agc.bio.ns., 02:10 PM 11/22/9, mountants 1

To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: mountants

Cc:

Bcec:

X-Attachments:

Dear Rob:

No, no, not glycerine, glycerin jelly. Glycerine is, of course, a liquid and doesn't have a
perfect Rl either. Gj, on the other hand, is a thermoplastic solid and has a sensational RI. Its
permanence is a very strange business. | have slides | made 50 yrs. ago that are fine, and

some | made ten years ago that are hopeless.

I look forward to getting the sample and the recipe. | repeat, however, your opinion on
Clearcol, etc.?

The form genus thing came through o. k. I'll get to it soon, probably over the weekend. As
you know, | have always felt that the rules for naming are applicable to practically anything,
even non-living things (and that was Linnaeus' opinion too). | therefore think that special
provisions for naming of this and that kind of thing are unnecessary. | would surely keep it to
an absolute minimum. The old form genus versus organ genus thing was a bunch of crap.
Some thought should be given to the fact that one of these days there will be a single Code
for everything. Will the governors thereof want stuff about "form genera?"

All the best. Al.

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1




fensome@agc.bio.ns., 08:05 PM 11/18/9, ...no subject... 1

From: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Date: Mon, 18 Nov 96 20:05:31 GMT (Original AST)
To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: ...no subject...

X-Incognito-SN: 101

X-Incognito-Format: VERSION=1.75 ENCRYPTED=NO

Hi Al

Sorry for the delay in answering your mountant questions in any detail.
However, | really don't have a lot of detail to add - mountants have not been

a passion of mine and I've been (complacently?) happy with the stuff we use.
I've never really worked with glycerine - its reputed impermanence (which I'm
sure you will gainsay) has put me off. I'm writing this in the evening in my
usual Monday night curatorial/correspondence binge, and hence | can't lay my
hands on the supplies right now. But tommorrow | will ask our lab tech to
package up some of the mountant and send it down to you. | will also ask him
to reveal the old family recipe.

I'm looking forward to hearing your thoughts on our form genus item. Did it
transmit OK from Judy's machine. If not, | can try from here.

All the best to you and Betty Rob

Adedededededededede e ke e

Feddehhikik

Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.O. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1




fensome@agc.bio.ns., 12:41 PM 11/8/96, ref. index 1

To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: ref. index

Cc:

Bcc:

X-Attachments:

Dear Rob:

Now it comes out. It has been so many decades since | did Rl measurements that | remember
little about it. I'm pretty sure, however, that one should start with the raw material, not a
sandwich of glass, the film one wants to measure, and another mounting material, in other
words a three-layered sandwich. | no longer have the piece of equipment needed either, but |
could borrow that. If you can send me a small vial of the stuff, I'll have a go at it.

However, | was also hoping to get from you your comments on Clearcol, etc. Eventually |

would also like to know the exact nature of your "homemade" mountant. The recipe, that is. |
need to get that stuff into the new ed. of Paleopalynology.

Best. Al.

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1




@ Qe

fensome@agc.bio.ns., 02:41 PM 11/5/96, re: mountants, etc.

From: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Date: Tue, 5 Nov 96 14:41:43 GMT (Original AST)

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: re: mountants, etc.

X-Incognito-SN: 101

X-Incognito-Format: VERSION=1.75 ENCRYPTED=NO

Hi Al

Interesting! I'm on the run right now - | leave tommorrow for Virginia to

spend a few days discussing nomenclature with Judy, among other things trying
to come up with a note/proposal on form taxa. I'll keep you posted. It

occurs to me that since you have some of our slides, you could determine the
RI sooner than | could get to it. If not, I'll try to address your questions

next week. | look forward to hearing about some of your and Sarah's results.

Cheers Rob

Fedededkdhkk ik

Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.O. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465

mted for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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fensome@agc.bio.ns., 12:04 PM 9/17/96, Legitimacy

From: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Date: Tue, 17 Sep 96 12:04:44 -0300

To: jjansonius@gsc.nrcan.gc.ca, traverse@ems.psu.edu
Subject: Legitimacy

X-Incognito-SN: 101

X-Incognito-Format: VERSION=1.75 ENCRYPTED=NO

Hi Al

Thanks for yor message. May | respectfully submit that | think you are
misreading Article 6.4 and getting "illegitimate" confused with "not
legitimate". The term "illegitimate" has a very specific meaning, spelled
out in Article 6.4. That Article specifies effectively that "A name which

.. was illegitimate when published cannot become legitimate later ...." In
your interpretation of the term, a name that is published, but not validly
published, would not be legitimizable. This is not the case or we wouldn't
have all the "ex" authorsips that we do; indeed there wouldn't be any need
for the "ex" device.

Cheers Rob

Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.O. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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fensome@agc.bio.ns., 08:52 AM 7/26/96, illegitimate name?

Cheers Rob

e dede e

Fk R ki ik 2.2 22222 220

Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.O. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465

mted for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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Received: from agcbanl.bi,.ns.ca (agcbanl.BIO.ns.ca [142.2.43.1]) by pangaea.ems
Received: by agcbanl.bio.ns.ca; Thu, 2 May 96 13:28:36 -0300
From: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Date: Wed, 1 May 96 16:29:59 -0300

Message-ID: <EPX7+K3wVla@agcbanl.bio.ns.ca>

To: traversefems.psu.edu

Subject: Loan extension

X-Incognito=-SN: 101

X-Incognito-Format: VERSION=1.75 ENCRYPTED=NO

Content-Type: text

Hi Al

This is just to extend the slide loan for one more year, with an option of
further extensions if required by you and as long as the slides are not
needed here. It is unlikely that they will be needed, but I have to say
that; I’'m just happy that you and Sarah are working on the material.

Hence, the loan to you of the following Geological Survey of Canada slides is
extended to 1st May, 1997:

P192763657‘P19276-kg’?both from Melwin Beach ' -

P31683-0% (from Five Islands) /

P31686-01 «{from Carps Brook)

P31687-01, P31687-07, P31689-01, P31689-07, P31691-01 (all from Martin Head -
the locality, .ot the person)

P31692-01, P31692-07¢ P31693-01 (all Fownes Head)

P32736-01 (Waterside)

Would you check please to make sure that the slide numbers correspond with
the ones that you actually have. Also I’d appreciate it if you would
acknowledge this message.

Hope everything is OK. Best wishes also to Betty.

Cheers Rob

Kkkhkkkhkkkhhhhkhkhhhhhhhhhhkhkhhkhhkhhhhhhhhhhkhhhdhkk
Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.0. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465
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Date: Thu, 2 May 1996 13:@:38 -0500 (EST)
From: "Alfred Traverse" <traverselems.psu.edu>
To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca
cleif:
BCc:
Subject: slides
X-NUPop-Charset: IBM 8-Bit

Dear Rob:

How nice to hear, and the extension is most welcome. I checked the slides

with the list and agreement is 100%. By the way, do you use a double
mounting technique--I mean, were they so made? If so, what mountants,
primary and secondary. If not, what mountant?

At the moment Betty and I are in the final stages of getting ready to leave
for the rest of May to Korea and Japan. I’m giving lectures, but mostly
it’s a pleasure visit.

All the best. Al.



B, e ¢

Date: Tue, 27 Feb 1996 13T06:46 -0500 (EST)
From: "Alfred Traverse" <traverse@ems.psu.edu>
To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Cec:

BCc:

Subject: Fundy Basin

X-NUPop-Charset: IBM 8-Bit

Dear Rob:

I’'m delighted that you will let me hang onto those slides for a while
longer. I don’t preclude, and I’m sure Sarah doesn’t, the possibility that
there might be an opportunity for you to be co-author with us of one of what
I imagine will be a group of papers about the Fundy stuff.

Good suggestion--I hope to visit you one day to get help with the 2nd
edition of Paleopalynology--Bill Evitt did that for me for the dino stuff
for the first edition. You could give me pointers and perhaps some
pictures, etc., for acritarchs as well. Exactly when this visit will occur
I am not really sure, but I’1ll give you buckets of warning.

If I were in your shoes I’d be going to Houston too, but I don’t have to,
and I’1l1l save my travel dollars to visit Halifax (among other places).

Thanks again for arranging extension of the loan.

Have fun. Al.
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Date: Fri, 23 Feb 1996 13'#1:11 -0500 (EST)
From: "Alfred Traverse" <traverse@ems.psu.edu>
To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Ce:

BCc:

Subject: paper

X-NUPop-Charset: IBM 8-Bit

Dear Rob:

Your fax of 21 Feb. was delivered to me this morning. Thanks very much for
letting me see this. Seems o. k. to me.

Sarah Fowell revisited the N. B. localities last summer with Paul Olsen.
They collected a bunch more samples, which they split with me. Sarah and I
will be doing another paper one of these days, based on my long ago, never
published research, plus study of these new samples. Will keep you
informed. Sarah is with another former student of mine, Nan Arens, in
california, at the moment. She’ll be back at Lamont Doherty in a month or
so. A student assistant is processing the new N. B. samples. Another look
at Nadon’s locality at Melvin Beach would be in order.

I do not plan to attend the Houston meeting, for a variety of reasons. For
one thing we will just be back from a trip to Japan and Korea. For another
T don’t like meetings much and need a "carrot." Houston in June is not my
idea of a carrot. However, I STILL plan to visit you in N. S. one of these
days. That kind of a "meeting" I like.

Best regards. Al.
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Received: from agcbanl.bio.ns.ca by pangaea.ems.psu.;!!
(4.1/PSU_ESSC/GEOSC-2.02) id AA11139; Fri, 23 Jun 95 10:30:43 EDT

Received: by agcbanl.bio.ns.ca; Fri, 23 Jun 95 11:30:39 -0300

Date: Thu, 22 Jun 95 16:31:34 -0300

Message-Id: <EPX7+jSQuja@agcbanl.bio.ns.ca>

From: fensome@agcux.bio.ns.ca

To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: re. assorted subjects

X-Incognito-Sn: 101

X-Incognito-Format: VERSION=1.75 ENCRYPTED=NO

Hi Al

. Thanks for your message. With regard to.the ms; please feel free to decide
to what depth you would like to go through it. TI will go through it all in
detail, but if you wish to skim the non stratigraphic parts and just critique
the latter, that would be fine.

OK, please hang on to the Fundy slides for now. I’ll have my technician
update the loan slip. At some point I would like to have another look at
them myself, but I can’t see that happening next summer.

I would be happy to critique the dino chapter in your book and if that
involves a visit from you, so much the better. Give me plenty of lead time
though please Al, so that I can comfortably work it into the schedule.

All the best from the sunny Summit city

Rob

Khkkhkkkhkkhkrkkkkkkkkhkhhdhkhhhkhhkhhkhhkkkhkkhkkhk
Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome

GSC Atlantic

Geological Survey of Canada
P.0. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465
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Date: Wed, 31 May 1995 14%:11 -0500 (EST)
From: "Alfred Traverse" <traverse@ems.psu.edu>
To: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Cc:

BCc:

Subject: archives

X-NUPop-Charset: IBM 8-Bit

- Dear Rob:

You may or may not recall that I have been unofficially the archivist for
the IAPT.CFP. I got the committee and IAPT to go along with the idea of
housing our archives at the Hunt Library in Pittsburgh, where IAPT, AASP,
IFPS, etc. have their archives. I make a run down there about once every
year or so with a carload of stuff. Will do so again on 15 June. Have one
large box of stuff from various stages in the Committee’s life. I’m telling
you about this to be sure it continues to have "official blessing," and to
give you and Judy a chance to respond. All the best. Al T. P. S. Did you
and Judy and new members of the Committee ever send the Hunt photos of
yourselves? They urgently request same. They have archives on practically
every botanical organization in the world. I wonder if they have CAP?
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Received: from agcbanl.bio.ns.ca by pangaea.ems.psu.
(4.1/PSU_ESSC/GEOSC-2.02) id AA15132; Wed, 22 Feb 95 11:39:25 EST

Received: by agcbanl.bio.ns.ca; Wed, 22 Feb 95 12:43:30 —-0400
Date: Wed, 22 Feb 95 12:37:23 GMT (Original AST)

Message-Id: <EPX7+jagGja@agcbanl.bio.ns.ca>

From: fensome@Ragcux.bio.ns.ca

To: traverseldems.psu.edu

Subject: re: test

X-Incognito-Sn: 101

X-Incognito-Format: VERSION=1.75 ENCRYPTED=NO

Hi Al

Got your message. I must have the address in the AASP directory changed! I
just spoke with Jan. He said that you can just cite "chapter 6" or put
"Fensome et al., chapter 6". I’m not sure - and forgot to ask - whether
n"chapter" should be rendered as "chapter", "Chapter" or just "Ch.". Perhaps
you have other examples in your manuscript that you can check. I hope this

helps. Regards to Betty.
Cheers
Rob

Sk kkkkkkhkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkhkdkhkkkk
Reply to: fensome@agc.bio.ns.ca

Rob Fensome
Atlantic Geoscience Centre

Geological Survey of Canada
P.0. Box 1006

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2
Canada

Tel. 902-426-2732

Fax. 902-426-4465
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Date: Mon, 20 Feb 1995 19748:16 -0500 (EST)
From: "Alfred Traverse" <traversef@ems.psu.edu>
To: rob=fensome@agcbanl.bio.ns.ca
Gclt
BCc:
Subject: chapter for book
X-NUPop-Charset: IBM 8-Bit

Dear Rob: Finally, a little block of time to work on the final version of
the nomenclatural chapter with which you have been very helpful. I am
changing all refs. to the Code to the 1994 version, etc. There were a
couple of letters from Jansonius with suggestions, in part apparently
stemming from a letter or letters from you to him, of which I am not sure I
got copies. If I did, we can’t find them. Could you phone me sometime
Tues. afternoon to give me input? (One of the odd facts of electronic life
is that e-mail is free, and I have to pay personally for phone calls!) One
problem is literature references to your work. I want to be sure they’re
correct. For example, there is a parenthetical reference to "Fensome &
Riding, Ch. 6." Acc. to Jan, apparently from you, it is supposed to be
Fensome et al., Ch. 6. I don’t remember putting that in in the first place.
In any event, what Fensome et al. is it? 1993 doesn’t seem to have
chapters. Besides, none of the authors is a Riding. Hmmm. Thanks. Al.



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802, USA
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823
E-Mail: traversedems.psu.edu

21 December, 1994

Dr. R. A. Fensome

Geological Survey of Canada
Atlantic Geoscience Centre
Box 1006

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia B2Y 4A2
Canada

Dear Rob:

Hi there! Happy holidays and have a great 1995, a year when I
swear I’m going to get up your way.

Purpose in writing at the moment is to inquire how to obtain the
publication listed below, and for information about Vol. 1 also.
I have all of what I suppose is the "0ld Series," but perhaps a
complete listing is available somewhere.

We’re very busy, as usual. The palynology course had 16 in it,
and they were a marvellous class. The term papers included at
least two that are publishable contributions.

Betty is now within week or two of finishing her dissertation.
We are flying off to CA on 28 Dec., to attend the Rose Bowl and
attendant festivities. I suppose you never heard of it?

My records indicate that I owe you some reprints. They are
enclosed.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
attachment: pub. announcement
encl. :reprints
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Box 1006, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia C.P. 1006, Dartmouth, Nouvelle-Ecossee
B2Y 4A2 B2Y 4A2
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802, USA
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

11 March, 1994

Dr. Rob Fensome

Geological Survey of Canada
Box 1006

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia B2Y 4A2
Canada

Dear Rob:

Well, yours of 23 Feb. arrived 10 March. About like
transatlantic before airmail.

At the moment I’m working on the Triassic project I have in
Germany, but I’ll get back to the Fundy before long. I have
invested too much time on that not to see more results in print!

I’'m not sure what you mean about obtaining a copy of the Cornet
thesis. I think you mean a copy to keep. That could be
difficult. Years ago Bruce was selling them--he had about 300
copies made and did a brisk trade for a while. I was talking to
him just yesterday, trying to get him to lay off his UFO
"research" and got nowhere. ("Al, I’ve seen these fellows
getting out of their craft and talked to them." Damn it, I
failed to ask him what language they speak.) You might write him
asking him about whether he still has copies. Other than that, I
would suggest getting your library to request loan of a copy from
the PSU library. God knows, GSC library in Ottawa has done US
lots of favors! You could then have a xerox copy made.

Bruce’s address: 27 Tower Hill Ave., Red Bank, NJ 07701.
Ph.908-747-9244. It might help to mention your connection with
me. But, for heaven’s sake don’t mention the UFO business.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse



I *l Energy, Mines and Energie, Mines et

Resources Canada Ressources Canada
Geological Survey Commission geologique
of Canada du Canada

23 February 1994

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Department of Geosciences
Pennsylvania State University

435 Deike Building

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pennsylvania 16802
U.S.A.

Dear Al:

A note to say thank you for the photograph. | too enjoyed my visit and do hope we can follow up the
Triassic/Jurassic Fundy material beyond the Wade et al. paper before too long. As for the latter, |
proposed some revisions related to our discussions, but John is tied up with other projects and hasn't got

to it yet.

Incidentally, | am very interested in obtaining a copy of Bruce Cornet’s thesis. What is the best way to go
about that?

Regards to Betty.

Best wishes,
Basin Analysis Subdivision

RAF/nk Fensome
Atlantic Geoscience Centre Centre géoscientifique de I'Atlantique

Bedford Institute of Oceanography Institute océanagraphique de Bedford

Box 1006, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia C.P. 1006, Dartmouth, Nouvelle-Ecossee

B2Y 4A2 B2Y 4A2

Telex019-31552 Telex 019-31552

Fax 426-4266 W1bS Fax 426-4266

Telephone 426-8548 T\ 32 Télephone 426-8513 Carlad!(.*ll




THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802, USA
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

1 February, 1994

Dr. R. A. Fensome

Geological Survey of Canada
Atlantic Geoscience Centre
Box 1006

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia B2Y 4A2
Canada

Dear Rob:

Just a little reminder of youjvisit here, which we enjoyed very
much.

one of these days I still want to visit your lab, to pick your
brain about techniques, for one thing, to use the computer files
on some spore names, for another.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

enclosure: photo



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY. PARK, PA 16802, USA
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

28 October, 1993

Dr. R. A. Fensome
Geological Survey of Canada
Atlantic Geoscience Centre
Box 1006

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
Canada

Dear Rob:

It’s amazing what I accidentally learn from visitors! Enclosed
is an article I would never have read except for our visit to 0ld
Main and the Poor murals. PSU really did get a "land grant."
They apparently frittered it away. Typical.

We are on p. 403 of the page proofs. Soon I’ll be able to get to
the Triassic palynomorphs again.

Once again. It was marvellous to have you here, and I hope we
have a long, productive relationship.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

enclosure
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I also think that with appropriate credit, Sarah wouldn’t mind
having her locality mentioned too. I was never convinced that
Nadon and Middleton were right about pre-Karnian age of their
stuff. I have no samples from what they describe as "Melvin
Beach" and would really like to have a go at such! In fact, I
want to keep up my interest in the Fundy Basin very much. Could
J. A. Wade give me just a couple more weeks to whip up something
on this for inclusion? And then, yes, if you want to have me
work with you on additional projects in the FB, I’'d love it.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

enclosure: Xerox
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On other matters, | hope you had no further trouble interpreting my review of your chapter for the
Jansonius-McGregor book. My awn chapter (with Jim Riding) on the dinos is currently being reviewed: Il
have to be efficient if I'm to beat Jan's deadlines. Our big tome or: dinc evolltion and classification is
currently at the galley proof stage, so thats nearly out of the way. Please say hello to Carmen Moy if she
is still working in your lab.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Best wishes,

i)

Roben A. Fensome
Basin Analysis Subdivision

RAF/nk
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AL

Your thoughts and advice on all this would be much appreciated, especially since we would like to prepare
something for the November Taxon.

Yours sincerely,

Yo (AR

Robert A. Fensome
Basin Analysis Subdivision

RAF/nk

c.c. W.A.S. Sarjeant
F.J.R. Taylor
G.L. Williams

Encl.



Excerpt from Fensome, Taylor, Norris, Sarjeant, Wharton and Williams, in preparation.

At present, the nomenclature of dinoflagellates can be formally governed either by the International
Code of Botanical Nomenclature (I.C.B.N.; Greuter et al., 1988), or by the International Code of Zoological
Nomenclature (I.C.Z.N.; Ride et al., 1985), depending upon whether these organisms are considered as
algae (plants) or as protozoans (animals). Following the proposal of Downie et al. (1961), paleontologists
have, by consensus, chosen to treat dinoflagellates as plants; however, no similar consensus has emerged
amongst biologists. We view dinoflagellates as neither animals nor plants, preferring instead to consider
them as protists (in the sense of Taylor, 1978). Since, however, there is no formal code for the latter, even
though a Kingdom Protista has been recognized for more than a century (see Corliss, 1984), and since
the majority of specialists on modern and fossil dinoflagellates follow the .C.B.N., we endorse the use of
that code.

The most serious and perplexing nomenclatural issue facing dinoflagellate workers concerns
homonyms and was addressed by Taylor et al. (1986, 1987). Neither the LC.B.N. nor the L.C.ZN.
recognizes as homonyms those names proposed under one code but preoccupied under the other; and
each code obliges the use of names which are, in some cases, banned under the other. This patently
absurd situation leads to a number of nomenclatural tangled webs such as the examples outlined in the
following paragraphs.

Using zoological nomenclature, Stein (1883) proposed the generic name Goniodoma for a genus
of dinoflagellates, with " Peridinium' polyedricum Pouchet 1883 as type. However, as a junior homonym
of the butterfly genus Goniodoma Zeller [date to be checked, but earlier than Stein], the name Goniodoma
Stein is "illegitimate” in terms of the L.C.Z.N. Lemmermann (1900, p. 368) placed Goniodoma Stein under
the botanical family name Peridiniaceae, thus rendering Goniodoma an apparently validly published and
legitimate botanical name, since the generic name Goniodoma is not botanically preoccupied. Dodge
(1981) believed Goniodoma Stein (i.e. Goniodoma Stein 1883 ex Lemmermann 1900) to be an illegitimate
homonym under the J’.C.B.N. and proposed a new name, Triadinium, to replace it. However, since

Goniodoma Stein ex Lemmermann is a legitimate botanical generic name dating from 1900, and since



Triadinium Dodge is a validly published botanical generic name dating from 1981 with the same type as
Goniodoma Stein ex Lemmermann, Triadinium Dodge must be considered a superfluous nomenclatural
synonym of Goniodoma Stein ex Lemmermann (Article 63.1), and as such banned from all future use under
the L.C.B.N. Furthermore, Triadinium cannot be "legitimized" under the /.C.ZN. since it would become a
junior homonym of the ciliate genus Triadinium Fiorentini 1890. Thus, currently, use of the name
Goniodoma is obligatory under the /.C.B.N., whereas workers using the L.C.Z.N. are officially obliged not
to use Goniodoma, but have no "legitimate" alternative.

Klebs (1912) validly proposed the generic name Diplodinium under the botanical family
Gymnodiniaceae. The name Diplodinium was not preoccupied prior to 1912 in botanical nomenclature,
but was preoccupied by Diplodinium Schuberg 1888 and Diplodinium Fiorentini 1890 [check] in zoological
nomenclature. Thus, believing Diplodinium Klebs to be a preoccupied name, Klebs in Pascher (1916a)
proposed a new name, Dissodinium, to replace Diplodinium Klebs in a botanical context. Hence, in the
very act of trying tg rectify this situation involving homonyms, Klebs in Pascher (1916a) actually created
an illegitimate superfluous botanical name - Dissodinium. Nevertheless, Dissodinium Klebs in Pascher has
come to be the universally "accepted” name amongst dinoflagellate workers. Similar examples were cited
by Taylor et al. (1986, 1987) and in the systematic section of the present work.

Taylor et al. (1986, p. 893), amongst other suggestions, proposed that Article 65 of the .C.Z.N. be
augmented with the following new clause: "The name of a phytoflagellate is illegitimate and is to be rejected
if it is a later (junior) homonym of the name of a taxon of the same rank validly published under the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature or the International Code for the Nomenclature of Bacteria'".
Unfortunately, this proposal was rejected (see Greuter et al, 1989), apparently because the term
phytoplankton could not be well-defined. Hence, the very real problems surrounding the treatment of

dinoflagellate homonyms remains unresolved.
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Energy, Mines and .Energie. Mines et .

l*l Resources Canada Ressources Canada

Geological Survey Commission geologique
of Canada du Canada

20 November 1991

Dr. Alired Traverse

The Pennsylvania State University
Department of Geosciences

435 Deike Building

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pennsylvania 16802
U.S.A.

Dear Al:

Thank you very much for your letter of 14th August. I'm sorry that it has taken me so long to respond, but
I've been finishing up the big dinoflagellate monograph that | mentioned in my previous letter to you, and
have been doing my best to ignore/delay other pursuits such as correspondence. Now that the manuscript
is in the hands of the reviewers | can return to Earth.

With regard to the homonymy situation, to some extent | am sympathetic with your hardnosed approach
towards using a single code. However, since we have to live with our dinoflagellate zoological colleagues,
we feel tht some tact is required. An additional problem is that some dinoflagellate names (mostly ICBN
names) are homonyms of ciliate names (all ICZN names). Molecular studies are now confirming that
ciliates and dinoflagellates are close relatives. It seems absurd that we should have to reject a
dinoflagellate name because it is a homonym of the name of an orchid (Isabelia for example), but accept
one even though it is the junior homonym of a ciliate (for example Sporodinium, for which the name
Gyrodinium is universally, if illegitimately, used).

Based on correspondence from yourself and other nomenclatural experts (I enclose a particularly
informative letter from Werner Greuter for your information), | think that my co-authers and | should not be
precipitous. Perhaps for the next round of proposals (for the 1996? congress/deadline) we should prepare
some proposals for conservation/rejection of selected genera. |think that we can make some good cases,
but if we are turned down, at least we can then pass on the blame for our future use of unpopular names.
Like Jan Jansonius, | feel uncomfortable about sanctioned names. But such a procedure might work,
depending upon how it was applied, and how comprehensive the lists are.

Please feel free to use my examples in your chapter; indeed | would be flattered. (Incidentally, with regard
to one of the examples, | now agree with you regarding Goniodoma). You may also wish to use examples
from AASP Contribution 25, the "Acritarch Index"; we went to some length over nomenclature and the ICBN
in the Introduction to that work.

Anyway, thanks again for your response to my earlier letter; it was much appreciated. With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

.y

Robert A. Fensome
Basin Analysis Subdivision

RAF/nk

Atlantic Geoscience Centre Centre geoscientifique de I'Atiantique
Bedford Institute of Oceanography  Institute océanographique de Bedford
Box 1006, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia  C.P. 1006, Dartmouth, Nouvelle-Ecosse
B2Y 4A2 B2Y 4A2

Telex 019-31552 Telex 019-31552

Fax 426-7827 Fax 426-7627 dm
Telephone 426-8513 Teléphone 426-8513 Cana d



. THE. PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY .
DEPARTMENT OF GECBCIENG

PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419
fax: 814-865-3191

30 December, 1990

David Fensom

c/o Biology Department

Mount Allison University
Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada
EOA 3CO

Dear David:

Yours of 6 November--the folder with delightful painting of Hong
Kong--was most welcome and interesting. I am not sure I've
acknowledged it before, as things have been rather confused for a
couple of months. My Mother died after a fall and hip surgery in
mid-October. At 97, she couldn't expect to go on much longer,
but I wish it hadn't happened that way.

It is sad to learn of your dear wife's condition. It is only, I
believe, three years since I visited you both in Sackville, and
she seemed great. Surely this illness developed fast. The
diagnosis you mention is the same one my mother got on admission

to the nursing home in May, 1990, but Mother was much older!
Are you still living in your home near the center of Sackville?

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et
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the problems you outline in the excerpt from Fensome et al. are
very easy problems. I certainly don’t need to explain that in
detail, but for example, Goniodoma is certainly the correct name
for the entity you discuss in para. 3. However, it looks to me
from your data that (per ICBN 45.4) it was " validly published"
in 1883 (despite the fact that it was zoologically a homonym--
that seems to me to be irrelevant.)

Another matter that is in the wings but which cannot be ignored
is that there is a strong movement underway to establish lists of
"sanctioned names"--the mycologists have already done that with
extensive lists. This is really just an extension of the idea of
conservation. Jansonius hates the whole idea, but it has a big
constituency, and I sometimes think it would be the way to go to
get some troublesome names settled, once and for all.

Hope that this is helpful, and that you won’t object to my using

your letter as a "case".

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVER&‘Y
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

10 May, 1991

Dr. Robert A. Fensome

Geological Survey of Canada

Atlantic Geoscience Centre

Box 1006

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada B2Y 4A2

Dear Bob:

Actually, I’'m not sure I’m permitted such familiarity! But I
really did appreciate the neat gift of AASP Contrib. Ser. 25 &
26! I will remember your kindness. I enclose some reprints you

may not have.

Best wishes.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl: reprints
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Resources Canada Ressources Canada
Geological Survey Commission geoclogigue
of Canada du Canada

Dear Colleague

Please accept the enclosed reprints with the authors’ compliments. The
publications are:

Acritarchs and fossil prasinophytes: an index to genera, species and
infraspecific taxa. American Association of Stratigraphic Palynologists
Contributions Series #25

Alphabetical listing of acritarch and fossil prasinophyte species. American
Association of Stratigraphic Palynologists Contributions Series #26

As we intend to produce an updated and corrected second edition of the
"Acritarch Index” in a few years time, I would be grateful if you would bring to my
attention omissions and mistakes of any kind.

I would also appreciate copies of any reprints you might have on acritarchs
and fossil prasinophytes. To those of you who are more involved in research on
dinoflagellates and Mesozoic - Cenozoic miospores, please keep me on your reprint
lists. I retain a significant interest in these palynological groups.

Best regards,

Robert A. Fensome

Atlantic Geoscience Centre Centre géoscientifique de |'Atlantigue
Bedford Institute of Oceanography  Institute océanographique de Bedford
Box 10086, Dartmouth, Nova Scatia ~ C.P. 1006, Dartmouth, Nouvelle-Ecosse
B2Y 4A2 B2Y 4A2

Telex 019-31552 Telex 019-31552

Fax 426-782 WubS Fax 426-7827 dm
Telephone 426-8513 Teléphone 426:8513 ( :a | |a a




22 March, 1984

Dr. R. A. Fensome

Department of Geology
University of Toronto
Toronto, ON, Canada M58 1Al

Dear Dr. Fensome:

I note in recent CAP Newsletter that you are now Sec.-Treas.
I tremendously enjoy the Newsletter (best in the world) and want to
be sure I keep petting it. I understand that despite my Canadian
birth and connections I am not eligible for membership, but can
get the Newsletter for $1/amnum. I enclose check for $4. I believe
that certainly brings me up to date. If there is surplus, please
record it as part of Geoff Norris' dues, so that CAP will be
spared the embarrassment of dropping the President for non-payment
(per a recent NL).

Best. Régardé to GN.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

encl: check

Hunt Institute for. Botanical Documentation
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