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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

ﬁuttb Bakota Regearch Foundation

BISMARCK. NORTH DAKOTA
May 18; 1954

OFFICE OF THE
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH

Dr, Alfred Traverse
Lignite Laboratory
Grand Forks

North Dakota

Dear Al:

I want to thank you for your contribution in making the
recent lignite conference a success., We had a good
crowd and they were very interested in what you had to
say. I think your slides were well selected and I heard
many comments about the beauty and significance of your
illustrations,

This was the best presentation that I have heard you
give, My own estimation is substantiated by the atten~
tion that was given you by the audience,

We missed you at the dinner., There was a large crowd
and the Governor did very well,

Sincerely yours,
NORTH DAKOTA RESEARCH FOUNDATION

i

Alex, C. Burr
Director of Research

ACB:vel

BuY “DAKOTA MAID!" FLOUR



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
Region V
Box LL, University Station
Grand Forks, North Dakota

July 25, 1952

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Hotel Berry
Velva, North Dakota

Dear Al,

I was glad to have your letter and know that you
had an interesting trip out. I will be glad to have re-
ports from time to time of the progress being made in
getting your core samples.

As you may know, I am leaving Sunday morning for
Washington and will be gone all of next week, The signed
drilling agreement covering Baukol-Noonan and Dakota
Briquetts and Tar Products have not yet been returned. I
left instructions that as soon as they come in three
copies are to be sent to you. I do not expect any difficulty
concerning the drilling whether we get the agreement or not.

A1l is going well here and I know that you will en-
joy the variety of scemery to be found in western North

Dakota.
Sincerely yours,

(ol Bosse

ALEX, C. BURR
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

May 6, 1952

Memorandum
A. Traverse to A. Ce. Burr

Re: core drill and so forth

.ﬁ__‘\“

Arrangements with Mr. Needham are proceeding
nicely, as indicated by the enclosed memo.

I am calling your attentlon to the ltems marked
with vertical pencil lines. Mr. Needham wants us to buy those
items , which seems fair enough. Would you o.k. this so that @A_a<»ﬁ3

I can write him again? R

Latest dope on core boxes 1s that we can have
metal ones made locally quite lnexpensively. I shall tell
Mr. Needham this in my letter. ol

e
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' UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

-BUREA%%@&?%NES

Box LI, University.Station
Grand Forks, North Dakota

December 4, 1951

Hovorandun |
Tot Alex, C. Burr, -Chzef, Puels Technology Div., Reg. V
From: Alfred 'I‘ravars;e, Coal Taéhnolo_giat
Subject: Ueﬁbtlity measurement o.!'l 1lignite-

I have given some thought to your question about + -
meking wetability measurements of lignite, Yy

Here is a suggestlion which would be worth more in-
vestigation, if you are still interested: '

- There are available short glass cylinders, about
1/2" in dismeter and 1/2" high, ordinarily used for growing
microorganisms on elides for constant observation, A cylinder
is mounted on & microscope slide and covered with an ordinary
coverglip, vaseline being used for a seal, A closed compartment
with controlled atmosphere results. :

I think a polished block of lignite could be intro-

duced to such a chamber, drops of liquid added while the cover-
8lip was briefly removed, end then measurements made.

ALFRED TRAVERSE
Ve

ce Traverse”
File

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Detober L, 1951 '

Mr, Alex C, Burr, Chief
Fuels-Technology Division
Bureau of Mines

Box LL, University Btut.im
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Dear Mr. Burri |
_“Dr's Traverse' Mmtmmunmgﬂn
second menth of training in the Coal Petrography Laboratory at this

luum.hh-rwmm osed.

I would wuﬂnuwmﬁm;tmm

Dr. Traverse is making exceptionally good progress in his work
here. I can assure you he will successfully cover the edtire pro-

gram of training as originally outlined,
urytmlyrm.

Bryan Cs Parks

e¢ Coal Branchy; We Q.
HiStorch

Files, Grand Forks, N. D.
(1) HPa (2) Files,  Pehs

int Institute tor Botanical.Documentation



.mmm.uu

f _w. slsg .mn
a8 3 .mm“w m
LT _tumwwu

m
w

P

..:mo

m
m“m umm

:uom. _
mm:

m;m-p-nodzhmwwmwmahuta

¥

:

SRS NRERRRNSARRERRNANBORIRNEAROR

85%

2. Reading and routine LusinoBSssessssssssssssacss 15%



- from which pections are ared, m.lmmupih
vﬂ.lhuldtﬁm'umd‘&htblllﬁu.
| Imvmﬂuﬂdwmthmghmuhmﬂm
Msdngudy
Afred Traverse
ATraverse/jp
ce Mlmh,ﬂnﬂ,
Hi Stereh
pte
)
(1) HPGreemwald (2) Mles, Pgh.

glon : .
Huntﬁnstﬁﬂt% r Botanical Documentation



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

Box LL, University Station
Grand Forks, North Dakota

September 11, 1951

Mr. Alfred Traverse

U, S. Bureau of Mines

4800 Forbes Street
Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr., Traverse:

The U. S. Bureau of Mines i1s dedicating the Charles R,
Robertson Lignite Research Laboratory Saturday morning, the 29th
of September, You are cordially invited to attend,

Printed information concerning the dediecating is given
on the enclosed cards,

Sincerely yours,

Qg B

ALEX.' C. BUREX Chief,
Fuels-Technology Division,
Region V



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES

Box LL, University Station
Grand Forks, North Dakota

September 6, 1951

Dr. Alfred Traverse

U. S. Bureau of Mines

4800 Forbes Street
Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Traverse:

During my absence from the station your report of
progress of training at Central Experiment Station had been
received, together with a summary from Mr. Parks. I am very
glad that your work is progressing as well as it seems to be.
Your report gives us a very good idea of what you are doing.

I hope that when you come here to Grand Forks you will bring
with you either a complete series of glides or a complete series
of Kodachromes of the slides to add to our records.

We feel that with this combination of your methods
and point of view from the Harvard Laboratories and the Bureau -
methods and point of view, from your experiences in Pittsburgh,
and with the information gathered on wvisits to Morgantown,
Columbus and Urbana, that you will be in excellent pogition to
initiate our work here and make a distinct contribution to our
understanding of lignite and its behavior.

I am very sorry that it has been impossible to arrange
for your trip to Minneapolis.

We shall look forward with anticipation to your eventual
arrival here.

Sincerely yours,

ALEX. C. BURR,, Chief,
Fuels Technology Division
Region V
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Thete v attached Dr. Traverse’s personal nis
progress in troining, covering the period July 25 to fugust 25.
Beyan Co Parks
P, -

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES
Box LI University Station
Grand Forks, North Dakota

July 6, 1951

My, Alfred Traverse
Biological Laboratories
Harvard University
Cambridge, lMassachusetts

Dear Mr, Traverse:

Let me congratulate you on the two recent honors that
have come to you during the past month - the awarding of your
doctorate and the winning of your bride. OSeems to me that with-
in a period of thirty days to receive your degree and get mar-
ried and to start a most interesting job is about all one man
is entitled to.

We are looking forward to your eventual arriving at

Grand Forks and beginning work in the new laboratory. Attached
is a description of the laboratory which will help in orienting
you, I have just been discussing with Dr. Holtz the matter of
your work at Pittsburgh. As I understand it, you are to begin
work there on the 25th of July under the general supervision of
Mr, W, A, Selvig, and under the more immediate supervision of
Mr. B, C., Parks. Both of these gentlemen are recognized experts
in the field, and I believe that you will have an excellent in-
troduction to Bureau methods,

You will remember that during our visit in January I
said I thought it was to our advantage that your training was in
a different kind of method, because when you become acquainted
with the details of the Bureau of Mines method, then we will have
two methods at our service, Dr. Holtz will also arrange for you
to visit the petrographical laboratories at Logantown, Vest
Virginia, Columbus, Ohio and Urbana, Illinois, We realize that
it will be some three months before you get here, but we feel
that the time will be well spent. It is understood that your
travel expenses from Pittsburgh here will be paid by the Bureau,
and that you will be allowed the standard per diem while "in
transit”, Mr, Fleur will inform you on these details,

Let me assure you that a warm welcome awaits you when you
arrive at Grand Forks.

Sincerely yours,

ALEX, C, BURR
N1 . D _iphiﬁf§7Ehﬁls‘Teggnn;pgy‘Dimiﬁi@n
fne. : "Region V!



558 North Audubon Rd.
Indianapolis, Indiana

19 July, 1951

Dr. Alex C. Burr

Chief, Fuels Technology Division, Region V
Bureau of Mines

Box LL University Station

Grand Forks, North Dakota

Dear Dr. Burr:

On returning from our wedding trip yesterday, I was
delighted to get your congratulatory letter of 6 July. I am
indeed a very lucky fellow this year, and to hear that my job
with the Bureau is apparently all but officlal makes me fe&l
even luckier than before. I am very sorry that you did not
have long enough in Cambridge in January to meet my wife. I
am sure that she will be well liked in Grand Forks, as she
has been in Boston, and I shall be very proud to have her at

my sidee

My wife and I are now spending a few days with
her parents. We are very busy getting our clothes and so
forth assembled for the brip to Pittsburgh. I have an apartment
there as of the first of July. I had understood that we were
to be there for three months and have engaged the place accordinglye.
I am not clear whether the trips to West Virginia, etc., are to
be side-trips from Pittsburgh or to follow the stay in Pittsburgh,
but &hall go wherever and whenever I am told, of course.

The only question I should like to raise now 18 re the fact
that I am signed up to dellver a paper at the paleobotanlcal
meetings in Minneapolis, 11-12 September. As a matter of fact,
I think it would be very beneficlal for me to attend the
meetings even if I weren't participating, in order to hear
about new developments which may have come up. My paper 1s
listed in the preliminary program for the morning of 12
Septemberes I very much hope that I shall be glven permlssion
to attends I believe I have mentloned this in a letter to

Mr. Fleur already.

Thank you very much for your very nice letter. My
wife and I are looking forward eagerly to this new adventures

Sineerely yours§ /£%5£2‘£;;7;§t3t‘~;4‘4a



Blological lLaboratories
Harvard Unlversity

Cambridge, Massachuge#ts
14 JanuvaryS=—=

Zog

Dr. Alex C. Burr
Box LL, University Station
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Dear Dr. Burr:

I have sent by registered mail two copies of completed
"morms 57." I also have sent along two copies of my proposed
plan of research and a rough 1list of the equipment needed.

I hope this#the sort of statement you wanted. I have more
detailed information about equipment necessary and could deslgn
a laboratory plan, giving precise specifications of all equip-
ment needed, were I provided with information on the floor space,

and so forth.
My regrettable slip of two weeks ago and the frultless trip
to New York were disheartening, but I enjoyed our visit very
much. T think the opportunity, as you outlined it, 1s a fasclnating
one. I appreclate being considered for the job.

Yours sincerely,

A

Alfred Traverse
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