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brennerg@npvm.newpa, 11:40 AM 6/15/97, message, news items 1

To: brennerg@npvm.newpaltz.edu

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: message, news items

Cc:

Bcc:

X-Attachments:

Dear Gil;

Universities have great liberty when it comes to things like space. Even tenure gives one no
“right" to any facilities other than some minimal space--a desk and a chair, | guess. So, yes, |
could refuse to retire, but they could take my space away, definitely. By agreeing to retire |
was able to get a couple of years of freedom to use the space. I'm reminded of when | was a
senior at Harvard. The Geography Department had a nice new building and lots of good
projects, but the faculty was to a "man" what we now call gay. Harvard wanted them out.
They discovered that even professors with tenure can be kicked out, if the ENTIRE program is
dissolved. So they did it. | noted at my 50th reunion last week that the building is now
another sort of institute, but the bas relief of the map of the world still is over the door, after 50
years. Harvard could now reintroduce geography, as all the guys who were canned have

gone to their reward.
Too late about the crazy message. It's in the (snail) mail.

We're off to the Adirondacks to care for our property there for a week or so.

Best. Al

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1




Roger, 10:46 AM 6/16/97, Re: message, news items

X-Delivery-Notice: SMTP MAIL FROM does not correspond to sender.
Date: Mon, 16 Jun 97 10:46:40 EDT

From: Roger <BRENNERG@npvm.newpaltz.edu>

Subject: Re: , news items

To: Alfred Traverse <traverse@ems.psu.edu>

They play a tough game at Penn State. They were much gentler to me as a grad
student there. | loved being nurtured by Spackman. Although he did not
spend much time with us he was very generous with financial support.
| wish that you had been there. | think it would have been symbiotic.

Do you ever hear from Bebout? Do you know Walter Riegal's E-mail
address?

Best wishes,
Gil Brenner

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




brennerg@npvm.newpa, 02:03 PM 6/25/97, Walter, mostly 1

To: brennerg@npvm.newpaltz.edu

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: Walter, mostly

Cc:

Bcc:

X-Attachments:

Dear Gil:

It was amusing to read your description of WS as "generous" with financial support. It's easy
to be "generous" with money from the taxpayers, especially when the performance of the kids
who got the money assured a continuing flow of such cash, from which you derived much
benefit--including what amounts to a cut thereof.

For some reason | can't come up with Walter Riegel's e-mail address. However, | am in
frequent touch with one of his co-workers, and you could get said address from him: Volker
Wilde, at the Senckenberg Museum in Frankfurt:  Vwilde@sngkw.uni-frankfurt.de

You could mention that | gave you Volker's address. Incidentally, be careful to use a hyphen
after uni, not a ..

Haven't heard from John B. in years. He never published his Ph. D. thesis, and it should still
be--but | am powerless. When last heard from he was an official with the Bureau of Land

Management in D. C. We loved them both, John and Anne--but he hasn't been with her for
decades, or so it seems. The three kids would now be adults.

Enough of this chatter. | have a Turkish lesson in a matter of minutes.

Best. Al.

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1




* PFO3 UNDEFINED, 04:29 PM 6/29/97, Re: errant message etc.

X-Delivery-Notice: SMTP MAIL FROM does not correspond to sender.
Date: Sun, 29 Jun 97 16:29:13 EDT

From: * PFO3 UNDEFINED <BRENNERG@npvm.newpaltz.edu>
Subject:.  Re: errant messag ;

To: Alfred Traverse <traverse@ems.psu.edu>

Thanks for the papers! | liked your paper on the age of the Brandon Lignite.
| recently published a few papers on the Miocene of New Jersey.
Gil

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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Gilbert J. Brenner, 01:44 PM 6/10/97, <no subject>

Date: Tue, 10 Jun 1997 13:44:56 +0200

From: "Gilbert J. Brenner" <brennerg@npvm.newpaltz.edu>
To: traverse@ems.psu.edu

Subject: <no subject>

X-URL: http://opal.geology.utoronto.ca/AASP/aaspemail.html

Came across paper claiming that the Brandon lignite is Cretaceous!
Did you see it?
Gil Brenner

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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: '; /. ‘ 7
Dr. @81 Brenner i ! .J'
Division of Physical Sci 8
State University College i
“ ' New Palts, New York - |

Dear Gil: /

Good to hear f}om yous But my stetus here is that of visiiing
lecturer for the one yesr, end I have scarcely unpacked, Besldes, I have
not got down into the Gzz‘baceous yet, gc I am not the one to help you,

I fear. I could collect materials for you if I had the time, but with
the necessity of findigg a job for next yeer in sddition to my other duties
between now and June, T just know there is no time for fleld vork, except

a day or two psrheps on some of my own projests.
[

A I wonder 12/Dr. Jokn Grayson, Pan American Petroleum, Tulga, could
Vi not help yous I remejuber thét he reported extenzively on Texas Cretaceous
 pollen at the 1959 Botanical Congress.

Sorry to be such d dud.

T ; <1

/ | : Yours cordially,
£ 50 | '
LN A i

|
| ! Alfred Traverse




Decenber 17, 1956

Dr. James Brooks _

Department of Geology

Fondren Science Hall ‘

Southern Methodist Un:l.varaity R
" 'Dallas 5, Texas '

.'DetrJ!.n: _ _

" mrordmtingaomehtmwmnr.mmm
amdmnmdthmprauesmotherm We especially appreciated thia
-courtesy in that wé dropped in on you without wamrming or invitation, We
were greatly impressed with the facilities you have. I would be delighted
1fmvou1ﬂremthoﬂuit1ryonhppmtobeinl!mtonv1thsutt1e
.splretile _

meyweomqmthnhtom-. mm..went
!m_m-ytm]:,

A
Alfred Traverse

AT:rlg

ghell Development Company
BEp loration end Production xoutreh Division




22 September, 1966

RachtegneLetin. BOF il Shf FA AL LT 0 2 Z gl N
Utreahky, Nephoplands, v % 84 £ Pl St s B & ¢

ny Vs Boekhandel J. G. Broese . « ..

Dear" Sirs:

{5 A i 2
At the recent international Palynological Confer'encin
Utrecht 1 saw in your. exhibit ,saeml boéks that 1 Wiald.
like to order. Could you send t#e. books to me and bill-
me for them? & : : -

They ere:

1. Krutzsch, Atlas der mittel und jungtert. dispersen Sporsm
und Pollen sowle der Mikroplankton formen des nérdlichen
Mitteleuropas. VEB Deutscher Verlag dsr Wlssensoheften,
Berlin,. -

Please send the parts thet are now availeble and ponsider
:fl:hat I have a stending order for the parts that appear

ater. ;

2. Beug, H, J« Leitfaden der Pollenbestimmung. Gustev
FPischer., Jena. 1963. ' :

Ml very truly,
NS s n
Alfred Traverse
Assoclate Professor of Geology




RUSSELL A. BRANT
GEOLOGIST
479 W. ROSSLYN AVENUE

WORTHINGTON, OHIO

LUpLow 1064

May 10, 1954

Dear #1,

Just: thought L would run off a note this AM before closingup the ns
typewirter. Your report on lartha Jane, for the arrival of whom congratulatio
are due, disturbed us much. Of course the event is now history in the family
and probably all of the immediafftley concerned can reflect on another grey
hair(no pun intended)e I trust that all especially martha are quite at
ease once moree

(f courese we can appreciate you observations on Paul, It is certainly
great fun to wateh them develop. And I would expect him to be somewhat
exception havins found the genesis that he did. L know this does not always
work- genetics you know. Lyssie is now in school and taking ito it wuite well
and Alan can't wait. He (at 4) is turning out crayon pictures that are good
6 year level and he has started on a pretty good aprreciation or rather
a comprehension of numbers- Like the other night he told me that 3 twos
and 1 are 7. I was amazed. I found out he had been plying with 7 washers
and had them in just that arrangement. Duane,ie having di/ficulty with
speech but is slowly forming worgds in an understandable fashion. Daniel=-
no comment except that he is now 7 months o0ld growing fast and is quite

alert.

I was supposed to sbart the field work on Stark County this month,

1l am mueh digturbed that I will not. Beleive me AL, another aspect to

doing a good job is the attitude of the administrator. I am not too
happy with Melvins policy- or rabher lack of it. I like the man personally
but this business of changing objectives from week to week is enough to
get even a phlegmat like me down. This as a side note to your difficulties
of Howsings I can wekl appreciate the problem, we faced it, and it certainly
ig miserable as far housing goes. I take it that you are looking to greener
pastures where living conditions will be more amenable. I halfway thought
that Schopf might have made you an offer. He took on a Paleobotanist by
name of Felix latelye

Thanks for the reprint, I do not get too much out our petrogrpahic
labe. Gil Smith is still learnign and I hate to bother Cady, who spends
one week out of the month here. All of the blocks are prepared and the
identification counting and statistiecs will occupy the next year. Spores
have a slight fascination for me, I still find pollen more fun and much more
faseinating in all repsects. maybe I will end up doing a peat bog problem.
théee is no one on the campus currently interestédg (geol Dept) in pollen
work.

Fort Union-~ I don't know if I go along with the exclusiveness of
non-marine origine Pennsylvanian- Uppermost fonemaugh snd the *onongehela
are presumed FAEiE  x non-marine, with more evidence too. Permian
is aleo all identified as non- marine. The aspects of coal swamps (pardon
me-Peat swamps) is far from a clearly explaiied event to my way of thinking.

Best Close now- best regards to you Betty and the family,



May 4, 1967

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Division of Physical Sciences
State University College

New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Gil:

Doug Nichols, a graduate studént who is working on a Wilcox problem
with me, and I have a little two man seminar (occasionally swells to a
vast three or even fourl!) to discuss palynological topics. We have lately
been studying the various palynology theses produced here over the years.
Yours came up this week, and it has been of uncommon interest to both of
us--to Nichols especially since he did an invertebrate problem in the :
Merchantville (New Jersey--Cretaceous)--but to me also because of the over-
all excellent job you did and because of the fact that your thesis actually
had some 'theses". So many doctoral theses one reads are good as far as
they go but they don't go very far. Your work makes a fine contribution
to general knowledge of the Cretaceous of the area,

In your section on preparation techniques you state that you were con-
vinced that your essentially non-chemical method did not lose any spores.
You said that you gxamined the residue to convince yourself of this but
you don't say how you processed the check to see whether you had lost any-
thing--HF?

Your thesis was, I believe, published by somebody--Maryland Survey?
Do you still have a copy for distribution? If not, could you tell me to
whom to write and how much money to sgfd?

One of these years I'd like to get to know you better. I told Nichols
that I saf you at the International Pollen Conference last summer, and took
him over to the wall to look at the picture I have framed of the group--
but you aren't to be found in it. Wha' Happened?

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Associate Professor of Geology
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DEIKE BUILDING

THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 18802
U, s. A,

CATALOG OF FOSSIL SPORES AND POLLEN

THE
INTERNATIONAL COMPENDIUM
OF
PALYNOLOGICAL SYSTEMATICS

August 1, 1967

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Director of Physical Sciences
State University College

New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Gil:

Your letter of 5 July was waiting here for me when I returned from a
collecting trip to Texas. I shall send off immediately for a copy of your
book.

Regarding preparations of recent pollen and spores and other refer-
ence materials which are or will be available in the Palynological Labora-
tories here, I am establishing the policy that exchanges will be made only
on a qutd pro quo basis. Incidentally, in my preliminary efforts to get
our reference slides and materials into workable condition, I have found
no evidence that you left duplicates of your macerations and residues for
use in connection with work here. I do hope you will correct me if I am
wrong about this.

If you do wish to initiate an exchange of slides and or residues of
fossil material for modern pollen slides, I will be happy to discuss the
matter further with you. I guess part of the problem has been that there
has never been a permanent palynologist on the staff here to assure con-

tinuity of procedures.

Please feel free to visit us whenever you like and I am sure that we
can make some equitable arrangement regarding palynological exchange. Best
wishes to you, 4

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Associate Professor of Geology

AT :kaw




October 5, 1967

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Division of Physical Sciences
State University College

New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Gil:

We have canvassed the local motel situation (I am sure that
even Lewistown is not far enough away to be unaffected by the
football scramble) and find that the weekend beginning 26 October
is the best. We have made a reservation for you at the Downtowner
Motel, Pugh Street, for 26-27-28 October. They will hold the
room for you until 6:00 p.m. without deposit. If you wanted to
arrive later, a deposit would have to be made. The Traverses
are expecting you for dinner circa 6:00, so probably arrival
time is no problem.

Let us know if this isn't all right, and we'll try another
arrangement.

Looking forward with pleasure to seeing you, I am
Yours very truly,

M

Alfred Traverse
Associate Professor of Geology

AT:kwe
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February 28, 1968

Dr. Gilbert J. Bremner
Division of Physical Sciences
State University College
New Paltz, New York. 12561
Dear Gil: '
Whatever happened to the.cuts of Tesidues or
" at least) xhéﬂ&uplfcd;e_ﬁieces‘of ;ﬁck}f{pﬁ;ipur'
thesis material that I thought we might get from you?--
Nichols and T are working on the slide and residue
collections currently, and it reminds me that the
"Brenner locule" in the residue drawers should be
filled!

Best wishes.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Associate Professor of Geology

AT :kwec



March 3, 1969

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Department of Geology
State University Coléege
New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Gil:

Thanks for '"Middle Cretaceous spores....Peru."
I take it that this is the paper on the "liberated"
0il company samples, but I couldn't be sure from the
acknowledgments!

Hey, don't forget thatsamples to go with slides
and paper on your thesis work--could use 'em for
course unknowns and reference.

I know I owe you a letter, but I can't at the
moment find yours--you made a very interesting and
(for me) gratifying confession of sophistoy, if I
remember correctly. You sure had me fooled is all
I can meakly mpmble! T

Come see us again when you can. Plan to camp
on us if money is short.

Yours as ever,

Alfred Traverse
Associate Professor of Geology

AT :kwe
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12 for some reason he decides against us, then I will see what I can do
about coming up with some other recommendations. For the time being,
howsver, let me just say that we would welcome hiii with open arms here,

especially based on your recommendation.

All best wishes to you as always.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Geology & Biology

- AT/mdw



February 19, 1971

Dr. Gilbert Brenner
Ministry of Development
Geological Survey of Israel
30 Malkel Israel Str.
Jerusaley,, Israel

Dear Gil:

Yours of 8 February was most interesting and welcome, How did
you ever pull a deal like that off? I don't seem to be able

to get more tha® 10 minutes of research time on any one day, and
you sound as if that's all in the world you have to do, and in
such fascinating surroundings.

Regarding Mr. Raab, by all means we would be most interested in having
him work for his doctorate in palynology here at Penn State, and I

think that g fairly sound argument could be made that this is the place

he ought to do it. There may be other locations where the palynologist

is a tad better, but I can't think of any place that combines fairly

high quality of palynological facilities and instruction with really
first class geological equipment and staff, in practically all fields,
You may be interested to know that the Penn State geology setup was rated
number nine in the country by NSF--I personally feel that is very unfair
to Penn State~-if all of our geology work were in one department, as it
is in most places, I think there is no doubt that we would be ome or two.
But the point is that none of the eight places which is ahead of us has
any palynology worth mentioning (I suppose Stanford would be an axception,
it they're one of the ones on the list, which I can't remember). Mr.
Raab would probably have some difficulty from not having any botanical
background, bu® none at all from not having any paslynology before. If

he has had no previous botany, I would suggest he start reading in that
area right away., 1 am sure he has had enough geology to carry him ti.rough.

Regarding his support, the best that we could offer would be a half-

time research assistantship o %uaci/ing assistantship, but if the Isra‘l
government were going to support him to some oxtent I don t think he
should have any real financiesl problems. ©Of courne, as you remember, being
a graduate student is no way to get rich!
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STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES OCtober 17' 1972

"

\

My

Mr. H. Tate Ames

Catalog of Fossil, Spores and Pollen
Deike Building

Penn State University

University Park, Pennsylvania

Dear Tate:

I will give you the original plates of my 1963 paper at the AASP meeting at
Newport, Rhode Island. You have my permission to publish any part or whole
of "The Spores and Pollen of the Potomac Group of Maryland", Bull. 27,
Maryland Geol. Survey.

I am looking forward to seeing you again at Newport. I'm bringing with me
a graduate student who seems promising in Palynology. After eight years of
teaching he is the only one I can recommend. Do you know of any graduate
a551stantsh1ps available at schools in which he could pursue Palynology?
I'11 talk to Al about this when I see him at Newport.
. TS g
Slncerely yours,

e OO

\\E Gllbert J. Brenner

—= X o

B

GJB:cl

il Dot s




November 3, 1972

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Department of Geosciences
State University College

New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Gil:

I have in my notebook regarding the enjoyable Newport meeting
a memo to myself regarding some cores from Morocco which apparently
you talked to me about. I seem to recall that the cores were
Triassic gnd you wondered if I would have any interest in them.
The answer is enthusiastically yes, and I look forward to hearing
more about it from you at your convenzence*-lf ‘you like,phone
collect to discuss the matter. //

Sure did, enjoy getting to know your man Bebout and hope that
he takes up my invitation for him to come and’ visit us at his’
convenience. .

Best wishes to you as always.

. Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Geology & Biology

AT/vsi



. STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE .
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES January 17, 1974

Dr. Alfred Traverse
Pennsylvania State University
State College, Pennsylvania

Dear Al:

It was nice to talk to you the other day and T appreciate your interest

in nominating me for membership in Sigma Psi. T am enclosing a vita and
also a sample of one of the publications. I also accept your request that
I give a seminar in State College some time in the Spring. I would pre-
fer to talk informally with a group of interested participants my work on
the geographic origin and migration of angiosperms, the floristic provinces
that existed during the time, the climatic interpretations based on the
palynological evidence and also a little plate tectonics thrown in. You
could call the seminar Middle Cretaceous Floral Provinces and Early
Migrations of Angiosperms.

Sincerely,

GILBERT J. BRENNER
Chairman, Department of
Geological Sciences

GJB:cl

Encs.
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§;§Q§}grgphiq_Agpjﬂfﬁippgggjggy”gpﬂnfplynningipp]_Znnnjinq of the Pobkomar: Group,
Maryland Geological Survey Guidecbook No. 1, pp. 12-14, 1968,

ot

Upper Cretaceous = Tertiary Falynoclegic Analvees of a Well in Maryland, Maryland
Geologqacal Seyvey, 20 55, 2 p;ates,(in £ress) '

Albian-Cenomanian Spores and Pollen and its bearing on the Problem of Continental
Drift, Gondwana Volume, Proceedings of the Gondwana Conference, 1968 (in press)

Palynology of the Cretaceous from the Coastal Plain of Israel, Bulletin of the
Geological Survey of Israel (in press), 1972-73.

Palynological Analysis of the Upper Cretaceous to Lower Tertiary Section from
the Magothy Test Well AA-De 100, Maryland Geological Survey, 1972-73.

Asked to be a judge foxr the best paper award at the 1972 American Association of
Stratigraphic Palynologist Meeting.

Invited to join a small group of internationally known experts on plant evolution
by giving a paper on angiosperm migrations during the Mesozoic at the First Inter-
national Conference on Evolutionary Biology at Boulder, Colordao, August, 1973; see

attached invitation.

Columbia University Press - chapter in forthcoming book, Fall 1974, title "Middle
Cretaceous Floral Provinces and Early Migrations of Angiosperms"

Accepted: Paper - Geological Society of America in Dallas Texas, 1973, Nov. 14

(see attached sheet).
Rrenner + Bebout - G S A" - Qallas A13] ‘Pq\&no\oag og The Zohar \ wel\l €rowm

scrENTIFIC SocIETIES The Neawv o¢ Tevael.

Paleontological Society

Paleobotanical Society of the Botanican Society of America
National Association of Geology Teachers

American Association for the Advancement of Science

New York State Geological Association

American Association of Stratigraphic Palynologists



.STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE .
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12501

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

1964 Rescarch at S.U.N.Y. resulting in numerous publications and awards

AWARDS AND HONORS

1. 1957-58 cCarter O0il Fellowship - New York University
2. 1958-60 Research and Teaching Assistantship - Pennsylvania State University

3. 1960 National Science Foundation Fellow - Pennsylvania State University
(summex)
4. 1960-62 Teaching Assistant - Pennsylvania State University
e 2UEE National Science Foundation Fellow - Pennsylvania State University
(suzmer)
6. 1964 State University of New York Research Foundation Grant ($600) - Devonian
spores of New York
7. 1965 National Science Foundation, Sixth Summer Conference on Appalachian Geology
8. 1965 National Science Foundation Research Grant GP-5148 $19,000
9. 1967 Elgcted to the "American Men of Science"
10. 1968 Elected to "Who's Who in the East"
11. 1968 $3000 National Science Foundation Award to continue my research in
palecbotany
12. 1970 Penrose Grant American Philosophical Society
13. 1970 Research Grant $1600 Fellowship New York State
14. 1970 $5000 Research Grant Israeli Geological Survey
15. 1971 National Science Foundation $400 grant for Cretaecous Study
16. 1972 $1600 Summer Fellowship S.U.N.Y. Research Foundation
1750 1972 $956 Grant in..Aid S.U.N.Y. Research Foundation

.

PUBLICATIONS AND TALKS

1. Zoogeographical analysis of some shallow water Foraminifera in the Gulf of
California, Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History, vol. 123, 1962,

pp. 253-297.

2. The Spores and Pollen of the Potomac Group of Maryland, Maryland Dept. of Geology,
Mines and Water Resources, Bull. 27, 1963, 215 pages, 43 plates.

3. Early Angiosperm pPollen Differentiation in the Albian to Cenomanian Deposits of
Delaware (U.S.A.), International Review of Paleobotany and Palynology, Vol. 1, 1967.

4. The Botanical Affiaities of EUCOMMIIDITES, International Review of Paleobotany
and Palynology, Vol. 5, 1967.

5. Middle Cretaceous Spores and Pollen from Northeastern Peru, Pollen and Spores,
Museum of Natural History of paris, Vol. X, No. 2, 1968, pp. 341-383, 10 plates,

1 Table.

6. galygplogiggl Analyses of Selected Samples Taken from Wells Contained in the
Corrclation Cross-Section Network of Southern Maryland, Maryland Geological

Survey, Rejort of Investigations No. 7, pp. 29-32, 1968.

7 palynological Analyseé of Selected Samples from Southern Maryland, Maryland

~splogigal Survey, Report of Investigations, No. 8, 4 pages, 1968.
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Page 2 - Biographical Data

(RESEARCH EXPERIENCE cont.)

1958-1962

1962-1964

1964 -

Research and Teaching Assistant

1. Microbotanical research on peat formation in the mangrove
swamps of Southern Florida (National Science Foundation
grant) . '

2. Lignites from the Paleocene of North Dakota (Atomic
Energy Commission grant).

3. Stratigraphic and palynological study of the Lower
Cretaceous spores from the Atlantic Coastal Plain

Research Palynologist for Standard 0il of California

Research at S.U.N.Y. resulting in over 12 publications
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GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Gilbexrt J. Brenner

. STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE .
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

BORN - New York City, January 18, 1933

EDUCATION

City College of New York, B.S., Geology, 1955

New York University, M.S., Geology, 1958
Pennsylvania State University, Ph.D., Geology, 1962

PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT

1956-1958

1958-1962

1962-1964

Scientific Assistant and Consultant, American Museum of
Natural History, Department of Micropaleontology

Research and Teaching Assistant - Department of Geology
at the Pennsylvania State Univexrsity

Research Paleontologist - Standard Oil Company of California

1964-Present Professor of Geology, State University of New York at

: New Paltz
(973 - Chairman - Dept: Of Geslogical Sctences . SUNY- New Pa\Yz

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

1958-1962

1964-1966

1966~1970

Department of Geology, Pennsylvania State University.
Taught laboratory sections in Physical and Historical Geology.

Assistant Professor of Geology, State University of New York,
New Paltz.

Associate Professor of Geology, State University of New York,
New Paltz.

1970-Present Professor of Geology, State University of New York, New Paltz

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

1958-1958 Scientific Assistant = American Museum of Natural History

1. Various projects on Foraminifera and spores and pollen

2. Ecological study of Foraminifera from the Gulf of
California




January 24, 1974

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Department of Geological Sciences
State University College

New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Gil:

' Thanks for yours of 17 Janmary and the veto which was enclosed.
. I have written up your nomination for Sigma Xi (note spelling).
I got Dean Hosler to co-sign, and I would think that you should be
elected without any problems at all. I am assuming that there is
no Sigma Xi chapter at New Paltz. If there is, someone might object
that they are the ones who should elect you. More about all that
later, when the pot begins to boil.

Regarding your anticipated visit here, any of theddates you
mention would be all right, although I would slightly prefer a
Monday to a Friday (you could arrive Sunday evening) because I find
it harder to get everybody together on Friday evening--there are
conflicting field trips, etc. The format would be much as it was
in 1967 or 68 when you last did this.

Hhoops--1 just noticed that Easter falls on 14 April, so perhaps
I had better opt for later in the month. For example, if Monday
were possible, how about 22 April? 1If it must be a Friday, I would
say 26 April, Let's hear fromyyou about this.
Best wishes.
Yours very truly,
Alfred Traverse

Professor of Palynology

AT/vsi



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

Date: April 17, 1974

From: 1.-1ar\d»¥$}ter, 522 Moorg, 238-9488 ‘ _i ¥
To: Alfred ''raverse T

Invitations to join Sigma Xi wex 1led on March 25 with the request

that response Db than April 12 since the banguet is April 25.
tour candidat®, @ilbert Bremner, Dps not replied, You asked several years
ago that we when this happened so that he could check
to see if some error had been made. we did have return addresses on the
létters of invitation. Let me know if 1 need to take any further action.

Thanks!




. STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

April 23, 1974

Dr. Alfred Traverse
Department of Geology

Penn State University

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

Dear Al:

T am enclosing a copy of my manuscript which I could develop
into a talk under the conditions which you described to me

for the Fall of next year.

Please read over the material and tell me if you feel it would
be adaptable to your interests and needs for a guest speaker
between interested people in geology and botany.

Again, I would like to thank you for your nomination of me to

Sigma Xi.
Sincerely,
GILBERT J. BRENNER
Chairman, Department of
Geological Sciences
GJB:cl
Enc.




THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

Date: May 2, 1974 =
From: Joseph G. O0'Mara JLM Lﬂj’\/
To: Alfred Traverse jcﬁfULfLM

/__/

We should be happy to have Professor Brenner and will pay his expenses for
the visit. The budget for next year is now unpredictable, but a modest honorarium
has been available in the past - fifty dollars seems to be neither extravagant

nor insulting, in our experience.



- May” 1,4 1974', 5 R

I

Dr. Gilbert Brenner

Division of Physical Sc1ences
State University College

New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Gil:

You will be happy to learn (I hope) that I have succeeded in
getting you invited as an official visitor for the fall term. You
will be the guest of the Biology Department. They will pay your
expenses plus possibly a modest honorarium. I seem to recall that
as long as your expenses were paid that was the main thing but it
would be nice to have, say, $50 to sweeten the pot a little. Now
what we need to do is discuss the exact timing so as not to have
conflict with the AASP meetings, it seems to me that either September
or November would be best. Would you let me know which would be
your preference?

Best wishes as always.

Yours very'truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/vsi

P.S. I just talked to Prof, Hillson in the Botany group, who feels
that a Monday or Wednesday in latish September would be best.
So, when you've thought it over let me have your preference,
and we'll begin to get it set up,.



~July 11, 1974

Dr. Gilbert Brenner ;
Division of Physical Sciences
State University College

New Paltz, New York - 12561

Dear Gil: .
On 14 May I wrote you akbkig for some further information as
to the timing of your visit in the fall--pressumably either September
or November, per my letter. -I don't seem to have heard from you
regarding your preference. Could you either phone or write me
immediately about this? \
Best wishes.

Yours very: truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/vsi



STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

July 25, 1974

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Professor of Palynology ; :
College of Earth and Mineral Sciences
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories

The Pennsylvania State University
Deike Building

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

Dear Al:

It was nice talking to you last week. I think you can
pick any Monday in October. The title of my talk will
be '"Mid-Cretaceous Floral Provinces and Early Migrations
of Angiosperms'". Looking forward to definite date and
schedule from you. I would appreciate it for my files
if I could receive a copy of any official announcement
form that comes out from the Botany Department about my

talk.
Sincerely,
: ygg /é.z_
GILBERT J. BRENNER
Chairman, Department of
Geological Sciences
GJB:cl
A g ES - et ¢ i
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Dr. Alfred Traverse

Professor of Palynology

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories

The Pennsylvania State University
Deike Building

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

Dear Al:

It was nice talking to you last week. I think you can
pick any Monday in October. The title of my talk will
be "Mid-Cretaceous Floral Provinces and Early Migrations
of Angiosperms". Looking forward to definite date and
schedule from you. I would appreciate it for my files
if T could receive a copy of any official announcement
form that comes out from the Botany Department about my
talk.

Sincerely,

/éW}/J/W 0

GILBERT J. BRENNER
Chairman, Department of
Geological Sciences
GJB:cl

By 9% Lok OR U



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

§13 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 16802

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences Area Code 814
Coal Research Section 865-6544

August 8, 1974

Dr. Gilbert Brenner

Division of Physical Sciences
State University College

New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Gil:

Jim Hillson has contacted me and said Monday, 7 Ocqtober, would
be fine for your public lecture here. I would suppose that Betty and
I would follow previous custom by having a slight reception at our
house the same evening. I presume that you would be arriving the day
before. Please let me know if you wish me to make a reservation for
you at the Nittany Lion Inn. I believe that that would be the best
place for you to stay in terms of the biology department's plans to
pay for your accommodations. They will cover all of your expenses
while you are here and also pay you a small honorarium, as indicated
by the enclosed xeroxed copy. Dr. Hillson and I will see to it that
things are shaped up a little more definitely during September. But
for now it seems to be sufficient. I certainly .am looking forward
to seeing you and having this opportunity to get to know you a little
bit better. It's hard to believe that it's something like 7 years
since you last were with us. Best wishes.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT:1sw
Enclosure: memorandum from the biology department
cc:JH




. STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE .
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

September 4, 1974

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Professor of Palynology

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories

The Pennsylvania State University
Deike Building

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

Dear Al:

What has happened with my trip to Pennsylvania? I would like
to have enough time in advance to prepare for the talk and
also to make reservations for my family and me. I hope that
you pick a weekend that does not have a football game as it
is almost impossible to find a motel during that time.

Sincerely,
GILBERT J. BRENNER

Chairman, Department of
Geological Sciences

GJB:cl

-
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September 18, 1974

Dr. Gilbert Brenner

Division of Physical Sciences
State University College

" New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Gil:

NLI reservations set. Got a large room with two beds and
two rollaways for the kids. They will expect you Sunday, the 6th,
and Monday, the 7th. Biology Department will take care of cost
of room for single occupancy. Also, you can sign for whatever
meals you personally consume while there. I probably will do no
more than phone over on the 6th, because I.am just too bushed on
Sunday evening! We are’looking forward to a good visit with you.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traﬁarse_ 47
Professor of Palynology

AT/vsi ;
cc Dr. J. Hillson



_October 8, 1974

Dr. C. Conway

Dean of Liberal Arts § Sciences
SUNY at New Paltz: ,

New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Dr. Comway: |

We just had a visit from Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner--who presented-
a seminar talk on his very important work on the origin of flower-
ing paants. It was the best seminar presentation I have arranged
in my eight years here at Penn State, Dr. Brenner is an outstanding
person, and we have very much appreciated having him with us. It
was a shot in the arm for our graduate program. Thanks for letting
us have him.

Best wishes.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/vsi

-
|
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. STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE —————————————\
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 125861

DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF
LIBERAL ARTS & SCIENCES October ]7, ]974

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Professor of Palynology

The Pennsylvania State University
Deike Building

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

Dear Prof. Traverse:

It was indeed kind of you to write to express your satis-
faction at the recent seminar presentation by our Dr. Brenner.
In these days of extreme pressure in higher education, it is

all too easy to forget the significant contribution which
such outstanding scholars can make.

Thanks for the reminder.

Sincerely,

Edmond C. Conway
Dean

ECC:bt

cc: Dr. Gilbert Brenner



PLEASE TYPE ALL INFORMATION DUE NO LATER THAN' NOVEMBER 1

REFERENCE REPORT
F372-473
' UNIVERSITY AWARDS COMMITTEE

THIS FORM PROVIDED BY THE APPLICANT TO REFERENCES  c/o The Research Foundation of

FOR COMPLETION, IS T BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO: State University of New York
P.O. Box 7126, Albany, N. Y. 12224

(Last copy prily be retained by Respondent)
-~ - TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT -
NAME OF APPLICANT (PLEASE TYPE) TITLE OF APPLICANT
Gilbert Jay Brenner Professor of Geology
DEPARTMENT INSTITUTION
Geological Sciences SUNY=New Paltz
APPLYING FOR: rx | PROGRAM 1 l | PROGRAM 2 ] [ | PROGRAM 3J

TITLE OF PROJECT:
S.E. M. studies of phossible angiosperm Neocomisn monosulcates

(Attach a separate description of project or copy of front page of application and send to person from whom you request recommendation)

CONFIDENTIAL - TO BE COMPLETED BY REFERENCE RESPONDENT - CONFIDENTIAL

. Association with Applicant

Have known him since he was a grad student at PSU ten yrs, ago,

Acquainted with his professional work during period from 1962 to | 9?1.],
" (year) (year)

. This space is provided for comments regarding the applicant and his proposed plan of study and research. Matters you may wish to comment on may be the

applicant’s mastery of knowledge in his field, fechnical skill, originality, competence to plan significant research, ability o make sound judgments, feasibility
and significance of the projected study, as well as other strengths and weaknesses of the applicant and his project. Please uvse additional pages as necessary.

Dr. Brenner is one of the very best people in palynology in North
America. It is sometimes slightly desressing to contemplate how ymuch
work he could have accomplished had he not had so many routine obligations
over the years. As it is, his research on the orign of the flowering
plants is outstanding and has been much copied and admired. He is a good
field man, a good lab man and has an excellent analytical mind. He con-
ceives problems and possible solutions as well as anybody I khow.

Because he 1s so well known around the world for his already published
work, Brenner is in an excellent position to get cooperation on the
praject he proposes. Hidm He certainly deserves enough support to have
assistance in the laboratory and field. He really should be at a place
with ample equipment--S. K. M. scope, etc.--to make progress on this

very lmportant plece of work.

The only negatiamve thing I could mention is that Dr. Bpenner is not as
aggresgive as he might be in pushing his interests in science. But, of
course, if he were he would probably be at Harvard, not New Paltz, and I
wouldn¥t be writing this appraisal.

TYPED NAME; AND TITLE RESPONDENT'S INSTITUTION

A’ fiped Trnavensel  Prof«fesr oD (BalEnalase Pavnauwlvesvis | §Lefel Univerei by



l STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

November 7, 1974

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Penn State University
Department of Geology

Deike Building

University Park, Pennsylvania

Dear Al:

You brought up a question about my dues to the American
Association of Stratigraphic Palynologists. Therefore,

T am sending you a copy of a letter responding to an inquiry
I made to Herbert J. Sullivan. My offer to you to stay over
at my house still stands so the next time you come through
or on the way back from Boston, feel free to take advantage
of my hospitality. ‘ :

Sincerely,
/ﬁ O /

: g?/ 3 c’qlcf}cqtiﬂz;Aé —
GILBERT J. BRENNER

Chairman, Department of
Geological Sciences

GJB:cl



November 12, 1974

Dr. Gil Brenner - -
Department of Geosciences
State University College
New Paltz, New York ' 12561

Dear Gil:

With' refexence to yours: of 74 Novamber--yeah, and you re’ also
listed in the yearhook 50 let's Just fbrget about 1973 74, huh?

T am delighted to know that I would be welcome at ‘the Brenner
abode in New Paltz, and you just might see me there one of these
months or years. However, with my son no longer a student at Harvard,
I don'"t make the trip as often as I usod 9. - Wo 311 missed you in
,algary i A :

Best wishes.hhﬁ'thankS'agdin for that great visit you paid us.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Pdlynology

AT/vsi
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January 13, 1975

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Professor of Palynology

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories
Pennsylvania State University

Deike Building

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

Dear Al:

I just finished reading your article "Paleo-Palynology:
1947-1974" and I thoroughly enjoyed the overall history
of palynology that it presented. It certainly conveys
with accuracy the period in the late '50's and early
'60's in which I was a student at Penn State. I am
teaching a palynology course this semester to about six
students and I was wondering if you would have about six
extra copies of this paper which I would use for that
class. If they are in short supply, perhaps I could
borrow them and then return them at the end of the semester.
I would use this as a reading assignment for general
background in the development of palynology and its
present state.

Thank you very much.
Sincerely,

/ﬁw P Oransinfo. 5.

GILBERT J. BRENNER
Chairman, Geological Sciences

GIB:ecl



. January 21, 1975

L . J - < .
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Dr.. G11 Brenner b P (6 e Sosl
Department of Geosciences

. State University College . _
“New Paltz, New Yokr = 12561 =y« ..

- Dear Gil: oy G .

I nevef thought I lacked self-confidence, but I surely did
"blow' the' reprint order for “Palaeopalynology'’--the response
has been astonishing to me. To make a long story short, what

~if 1 send you one additional. copy to take apart and suggest you
get it xeroxod for your class? :

Best wishes and many thanks for the adulatory comments about'
~ the article.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/vsi



. STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE .
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

April 17, 1975

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Penn State University

Department of Geological Sciences
Deike Building

State College, Pennsylvania

Dear Al:

During a trip last summer to State College, our technical
specialist, Mr. Tony Friedmann, collected some samples from
the Chemung-Catskill Contact outside of State College along
the Allegheny Front. It contains an extremely rich late
Devonian or early Mississippian spore assemblage, and he

seems very interested in extensively studying this horizon.

I have indicated to him that he may not be able to publish
some material since you might be interested in developing your
investigation of this horizon in greater detail than you have
in the paper on micropaleontology. I would appreciate hearing
from you on this matter. "Whatever you say goes Al."

I will be going to Jerusalem on May 28th to collect some

Lower Cretaceous, from preangiosperms and early angiosperms
horizons. After that I will be bringing a group of students

to State College like I did last summer and perhaps I could

get to see you in spite of the fact that you won't stop over

to my house everytime you come back and forth from State College

to Boston.

Sincerely,

| Gt § Brnin e,

GILBERT J. BRENNER
Chairman, Department of
Geological Sciences

GJB:cl
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" April 28, 1975

Dr. Gil Brenner _
Department of Geosciences
‘State University College-
New Paltz, New York: 12561

: Dear\GiI:

Thanks for yours of 17 Apr11 It is interesting to hear about
Mr, Friedmann's work and especially his interest in the Devonian
materials from what I take to be the "Port Matilda cut'’. ' Not only
have ‘I. been carrying on my own studies of this stuff, but also 1
have a student, Bob Wilson,who is doing Hi's Ph.D. on that very section.
In other words, although it's a free: tountry, and we can't discourage
anyone: from doing whatever he pleases we' wbuld certainly appreciate
it if Mr. Hriedmann would not be in compet1t1on with us as far as
publicatlon is concerned for at least twonor!threes years. After
‘that t1me, I suppese whatcver he,wants to put intg print would be
hi:s: o-n bqs1ness,.and we would have been duly forwarned.

Wlth regard to your potential v151t in State College, I must be
sounding pretty unfriendly: ‘because it doesn't seem ever to work out.
However, I am going as .an on-board palynologist on the Glomar Challenger
cruise to the Black Sea, beginning May 15 or so, returning in the
latter part of June for a few days and then taking off again for the
Soviet Union, the Internatinnal Botanical Congress, and other matters,
not returning until approximately 1 August. In other words, it is
exceedingly unlikely that you will find me in State College when you
come through, and I really do regret that. I haven't passed New Paltz
with a cheery wave of the hand but no visit for sométime--last June,
when my son was graduated from Harvard. 1 keep planning to go up again
one day because I have other connections in the Cambridge area, but
it just doesn't come about. The son is now in medical school in
Philadelphia, and it seems that when we do get time for a little trip
Philly calls louder than Boston.



STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

DEPA_RTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

May 5, 1975

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Pennsylvania State University

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories

Deike Building

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

Dear Al:

Is your student Bob Wilson working on megaspores? We have found
some excellently preserved megaspores and they should be studied.
Mr. Friedmann has agreed not to pursue any Serious publication
direction with the cut material. I am glad to hear that you

are going to be the on-board palynologist on the Glomar
Challenger cruise to the Black Sea -- you lucky stiff! Is it
possible that you could get something like this for me sometime?
I was invited to talk at the International Botanical Congress

in Leningrad -- the same meeting that you will be going to --
but did not have the available funds to make such an expensive
trip. Again, you are a lucky stiff! It is really great being a
palynologist at a major university where you get all those
opportunities while I have to slave away more with ideas
without the worldwide experiences.

Have a good trip and you may see me in State College because
I expect to be there when you come back.

Sincerely,

ﬁ} BW/C-;_

GILBERT J. BRENNER
Chairman, Geological Sciences

GJB:cl



May 13; 1975

Dr. Gil Brenner

Department of Geosciences

" State University College ;
New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Gil:
Thanks for your most recent missive. Your complaints on a
deaf ear. ‘I seem to recall you had a field trip to Israel not long

ago. The trip to the Soviet Union is being financed partly from
myTsearch grant and partly from being awarded moneyffwom the
Botanical Society of America--they had a competition a year or so
ago. If you belonged to the Bot. Soc., and perhaps you do, you

were eligible to compete. In fact, from your having been invited

to 3peak, I would suppose you had anseven better claim than I.

Mine is based mostly on my position as secretary of the International
Committee for Plant Fossil Nomenclature. We have some business to

contract at Leningrad.

Now regarding the Devonian-Mississippian materials from around
here--yes, I was aware of the megaspores, and in fact Warg and I
had looked at some of them. It was a project which I thought would
be a good Master's thesis one of these days. However, I emphasize
once again that it's a free world, and I really can't prevent any-
body from working on what he wants to work on. This particular
set of beds, however, have seemdd to attract people like flies, and
sometimes I wonder whether there aren't equally promising projects
near their home quarters so that things which are:within a biecycle
ride of here could be studied by inpecunious students I may have in
the very near future. ; el

Best wishes as always.
+Yours very truly,
Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/vsi



April 28, 1976
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Dr. Gilbert J;{ﬂrthef Y. = e 7 25400 1 - ol St e o AN u‘*wl

Department of Geoscience - & e o

State. University College

New Paltz, NY 12561

Dear Gil: ' . : _ |
Just a note.thﬁt I thought fxéhOuld fét you have that the student

1 mentioned.sometima-ago'who ﬁas working on megaspores from the Qhemung

Mauch Chunk iﬁ this area is indeed working up # doctarﬁl dissertation |

on the subject; His name ia John Stolar, and he and T have been getting

some extremely good floras which we are studying and should be able

to publish in part or entirety one of these days. Would your man be

interested in co-authorship or something--or is he still in the field?
We are trying to get ﬁeo Hickey up herq to present a seminar on

his thoughts on early angilospermous evolution, and, of course, it

brings back fond memories of your most pleasent visit here a while

back. I am hoping thatryou can find time to do that agddka one of these

days. In the meantime, very best wishes.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT:3b



STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

April 30, 1976

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Penn State University

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences
Coal Research Section

513 Deike Building

University Park, Pennsylvania

Dear Al:

A few years ago I gave you a copy of my original plates
from the 1963 Potomac volume. Have you used it yet in
any catalogue number and would it be possible to get a

copy of this issue?

More important for the moment is the fact that I need
these plates to help me in my preparation of a Lower
Cretaceous paper for the 10th anniversary volume of the
AASP. If you do not need the plates right now, could you
please send them to me as soon as possible.

Best wishes to you, your family and all in the department.
Sincerely,
_,-\.Z,é&w(}- ~ rtatel L o)

' GILBERT J. BRENNER
Professor, Geological Sciences

GJB:cl



‘May 12, 1976

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Department of Geosciences
State University Coilege
New Paltz, Y 12561_ ;
Dear Gils

Regarding yours of 30 April--you didn't give the plates to me,
you gave them to Tate. I have referred the letter to him, along with
a certain amount of encouragemegt dt get the .plates photographed fbr
use in Volume 42 and refurn them to You. Best wishes as always from

your old friend,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT:jb

1P.5.6.9.9.94



l STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
NEW PALTZ, NEW YORK 12561

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

July 9, 1976

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Department of Geosciences

529 Deike Building

Penn State University

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

Dear Al:

Thank you for sending back the plates from my thesis.
I have now a very urgent problem that I hope you can
help me with. I was invited to give a talk at the
Fourth International Palynoelogical Conference in
Iucknow, India. It was also suggested that you might
give me some infermation that would easily supply

me with funds to make this trip. It was not very
clear from the description what agency is handling
the funding, but it had to do with what is called
PL-480 funds. These funds seem to be available
because of a debt incurred by India in the purchase
of wheat from the United States. If you have details,
names, places, etec., that I could have as scon as
possible, I would appreciate your assistance in this
matter. There is absolutely no travel money available
in the State University because of the fiscal crisis
in New York State.

Sincerely,

GILBERT J. BRENNER
Professor, Geological Sciences

GJB:cl




G, J. Brenner AL MR | July'26, 1976

meeting coinciding with the Christmas holidays, but if one is to be

a leader in palynology it seems that one must take part in the inter-

national affairs of the profession.‘

. Best wishes to you.' Hope that you survive the "fistal.pfisis“

Yours very truly, '

Alfred Traverse '
vy Professor of Palynoﬁogy

AT:4b




July 26, 1976

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Division of Physical Sciences
Department of Geosclence

_‘State University College
"New Paltz, NY  '12561

Dear”Gil:

Thanks for yours of 9 July. Yoo are right that I am trying
to get funding to attend the Fourth International Conference. I don't
really have any more information about the "P1480 funds" than your
letter implies that you already have.. All I know is that the inter-
national program section of the National Science Foundation does have
some funds for travel to India, and one's likelihood of getting assis—

tance is said to be greater if there is a likelihood of putting tok

gether a proposal for a joint project with an Indian. I had thought
in terms of putting together such a proposal in cooperation with
D.C. Bharadwaj, and have his encouragement. There is, however, a
snafu probably developing in connection with that. Bharadwaj would
very much like to be the next president of the ICP, and at the same
time there is a minor "boomlet" to get me elected. Bharadwaj has
heard of this, and is apparently quite angry about it, It may will
be that my "joint" project wiih him is down the tube, and with

it my chances of funding--we'll see.

In summary, I am no more certain of funding to attend the meet-
ing than you are, certainly will get no aid from Penn State (or at
most $100 or so), and will not be able to attend unless the National
Science Foundation comes through. I do have the additional advantage
of having been named the "official American delegate" by the National
Research Council. I take it that this may be helpful. I'm not really
aktt that eager to go in terms of personal factors, because of the
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19 May, 1977

Dr, Gilbert J. Brenner - "=
Depf. of Geosciences, State Univer81tj €ollege
Hew Paltz, New York 12561

Dear  Gil:

Thanks for yours of 12 May " X certalnly am
sorry to hear that things ave not looking as bright
ag they might, and will keep your request in mind,
Look on the bright side--at least you apparently
have your health, I have been having some difficulties
in that area--moat recently orthopedic problems, in- -
* eluding an operatlon on my right arm.

Also, you should keep in mind, that things around
universities often change rapidly and for no apparent
reasonj Just when things are looking the worst often
something good comes Wup.

I was very interested in your comment about the
quality of s#udents becausp I have made the same ob-
servation here and can haqggy credit a general decline
in intelligence over such f bridf period of years, I
think it must be something about our society, and it
is pretty scary.: The present class in historical geology
is the very worst I have ever had to teach, even though
on the face of it the students don't seem markedly dif-
ferent from five years ago. The're just not interested
in learning. The dimplications are frightening. Best
wisghes,

Tours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et



SR 9 January, 1980 -

Dr. Gilbert,d. Brenner

Dept. of Geosciences . :

State University College

New Paltz, NY %2561 :
& - J B

R ' ﬁi-'l 2
. | | &Y

i+

Perhapé yﬁu noticed on-page 73 of the current Bib-
,lioggaghxggi American Paleobotany a reference to John
. “Bfolar's thesis on the megaspores which we discussed in
. correspondence previously. I have been after him since
he left here to get the work expanded and published. I
hope he will do it, I haven't heard from you in a long
time-=hope you're o.k. y ‘ >3

Be?% wishes for—l980L

Fatge
by i

3

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et /
cc: John Stolar
;

|

|
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21 March, 1983

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Division of Physical Scilences
State University College

New Paltz, NY 12561

Dear Gil:

I loved your recent letter (2~1If—83). You have a sense of
humor that appeals to me. Part of your heritage.

I'm not sure I understand why you mention the sabbatical deal
to me--did you think I could help in some way? 1I'll be at the NE-
GSA in your area this week, so you could discuss it with me, if
you are also there.

If your daughter gets into Harvard, $ are no problem——at least,"
my son who went there cost us no more than those who went to PSU.
Of course, they do make a very penetrating study of your net worth,
and you may not like that!

Best.
Yours very truly,
Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology
AT/et
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IN NORTHERN GONDWANA — THE ANGIOSPERM GRADE EVOLVES FRDM A STEM
GROUP OF GYMNDSPERMS IN THE EARLY CRETACEGUS AS A RESPONSE T0
SOME CO-—EVOLUTIDNARY ASPECT OF INSECT POLLINATION. GNETUM POLLEN
ALS0 EVOLVES FROM THIS COMMON ANCESTOR BUT REMAINS
HEMIGYMNOSPERMOWUS. IN THE LATE TRIASSIC AND JURASSIC TECTATE
COLUMELLATE POLLEN , BOTH MONOSULCATES AND TRICODLPATES {(ALA
CORONET), DEVELOP IN GYMNOSPERMS THAT HAVE NOT FULLY REACHED THE

ANGIDSPERM GRADE.

VAL ANGINIAN
INARPERTURATE,; ONLY PARTIALLY TECTATE -
COLUMELLATE, CIRCULAR AND SMALL LIKE GNETUM.
NO ENDEXINE. THE TECTATE COLUMELLATE CONDITION IS
FORMING AS A RESPONSE 7O NEW ARRANGEMENTS IN
INSECT POLLINATION EVODLVE.
HAUTERIVIAN
ENDEXINE DEVELOPS IN THE LOCUS OF SULCAL
DEVELGPMENT. INAPERTURATES WITH ENDEXINE IN THE
AREA OF AN INSIPIENT SULCUS COMMON,
BUT INAPERTURATES DOMINATE THE ASSEMBLABE. SOME
MONOSUL CATES WTH RAGGED MARGINS PRESENT.
BAREMMIAN/APTIAN

INCREASED DIVERSITY OF MONOSULCATES, A FEW

RARE MONDPORATES (WINTERACEOUS) IN THE APTIAN

AS WELL AS THE FIRST "TRUE™ TRICOLPATES. 1 BELIEVE
THAT THE TRICOLPATE GRAINS ARE DERIVED FROM

PLANTS THAT HAVE TECTATE — COLUMELLATE SMALL
MONDSULCATES WITH NO TRANSITIONAL POLLEN TYPES.

1 would appreciate your comments pro or con on this discovery.
Sincerely,

I b

BGilbert J. Brernmer



September 24, 1991
Department of Geoclony
State University of New York
New Paltz, New York 12561
BITNET: BRENNERGESNYNEWVM
FAX: (914) 257-3009

Dr. Rlfred Traverse

Department of Geology

Penn State University

435 Ddeike Bldg..

University Park, Pernmsylvania 16802

Dear Al,

Last year I gave a talk at the AIBS in Richmond that
presented a different way to look at the evolution of the
earliest angiosperm pollen. During the last few years 1 have been
looking for angiosperm pollen below the Barremian/Aptian levels

that contain Clavatipollenites 1ﬁAue11 from the Negev of Israel.
Fortunately there were a few regressive phases of the shoreline

in this well during the Late Valanginian to Upper Hauterivian. 1
expected to find larpe boat—shaped monosulcates that predate the
Clavatipollenites horizons in the Barremian/Aptian levels. What 1
found predating the monosulcates were small, circular and
inaperturate grains with a tectate-columellate sexine. An
incipient endexine develops where the sulcus will later develop,
| iIn the lower Upper Valanginian horizons, the endexinal
development does not occur and the reticulum is poorly developed
and incompliete around the grains. Most of the pre—Barremian
grains are very small, under 15pm, and amazinply circular in
shape like Gnetum . I could be wrong but I believe the
ramification of my discovery has important implications to
evolutionary thought on the origin of the anpiosperms.

i monograph on the spores and pollen of the Late Valanginian
to Aptian of Israel will be out in this years issue of
Palynology. My theory on the oripin of the earliest tectate—
columellate angiosperm monosulcate grain can be found in this
paper with some light microscope pictures. SEMs will be included
in a paper that I am now in the early stages of preparation.

I would like your thoughts for better or worse on the following
ideas. To repeat myself. I have found in the Valanginian some
small, circular grains that have a poorly developed reticulum and
that are just below the inaperturate, tectate - columellate types
in in the Hauterivian above. There appears to be no endexine in
the Valanginian types, which I believe is newly developed in the
Hauterivian inaperturates anpiosperms as part of the development
of a sulcus. The sequence of events appears as follows:

EQRLY CRETACEDOUS



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

27 September, 1991

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
State University of New York
New Paltz, NY 12561

Dear Gil:

Yours of 24 Sept. was great fun!

I have meditated about Gnetum, both the plant itself and the
pollen, for years.

It seems to me that you have a really hot discovery cum hypothesis
here. I would rush it into print in Science or Nature, if I were

you.

Gotta rush. Best regards and thanks a lot for letting me in on
this very interesting piece of palynological detective work.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse




THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

22 October, 1991

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Division of Physical Sciences
State University College

New Paltz, NY 12561

Dear Gil:

This is embarrassing. Betty and I are trying to get our affairs
in shape for the forthcoming sabbatical, e.g., for tax purposes.
In going over our accounts we don’t f1nd concrete evidence that
we were paid for the copies of Paleopalynology sent to New Paltz,
though I thought somehow I had been. (Your delightful thank you
note with some welcome corrections--on notepaper with likeness of
GB--doesn’t say "check enclosed," which would have been a clue.)

If you did send a check, can you tell me if it ever cleared? As
I have no deposit slip for it, if we were audited (again) I might
need a xerox of front and back of the check. Ouch! I’'m really
sorry to lay this on you, old friend.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

10 November, 1991

Dr. Gilbert J. Brenner
Division of Physical Sciences
State University College

New Paltz, NY 12561

Dear Gil:

Thanks so much for your note! I thought I recalled your check,
but had entered it incompletely in my book. Sorry to have
bothered you about it, but glad to have problem resolved.

I leave in a couple of hours for Birbal Sahni Institute. How
about that for a sabbatical?

Best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



gil, 02:45 PM 6/10/97, No Subject

X-Delivery-Notice: SMTP MAIL FROM does not correspond to sender.
Date: Tue, 10 Jun 97 14:45:47 EDT

From: gil < NERG@npvm.newpaltz.edu>
To: Al <trave .psu.edu>

| came across a paper in North Eastern Geology entitle: "What is the true
age of the Brandon Lignite?" by Stockwell and Washington. They claim that
based on paleomagnetic data the lignite is Cretaceous! Seems like they
don't believe in evolution or paleontology!

Gil Brenner

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




brennerg@npvm.newpa, 09:21 AM 6/11/97, Brandon Lignite 1

To: brennerg@npvm.newpaltz.edu

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: Brandon Lignite

Cc:

Bcec:

X-Attachments:

Dear Gil:

Just returned from my 50th reunion at Harvard. As we drove by NP on |-84 we waved
ceremonially, and | remember wondering out loud if you were still there. | also recall that
some years ago | had a phone call from you asking whether | was into e-mail. At the time |
had never heard of it--well not enough to be able to comment. Now, | still have mixed
emotions. There were 50 messages when | got back from Boston. Most were telling me that
the hot water would be off between 2-4 a. m. on Wed. and things like that.

Yes, | not only knew about the Stockwell and Washington "contribution," but Tiffney and |
published a rejoinder to it, of which | am now going to send you a reprint, along with other
items still available that I've never sent you--I never get around to general mailings. | also did
a general revision of the Brandon palynoflora a while back, of which | hope | can find at least

a xerox for you.

All the best. How about some sort of joint project? Al

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1




brennerg@npvm.newpa, 10:59 AM 6/11/97, home page 1

To: brennerg@npvm.newpaltz.edu

From: traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
Subject: home page

Cc:

Bcc:

X-Attachments:

Dear Gil:

Just after | sent my message of this morning a technician came in to work with me on my silly
home page. To get an example of what a colleague might be doing with his, | asked him to
call up Gil Brenner's page, but all we could get was your home and office phone number and
a map showing exactly how to get to your house. Is it true that you don't even HAVE a home
page? | was contemptuous of the damned things and had never even seen mine, but at the
Harvard reunion various people told me they had seen mine, so I've decided that if it's out
there it should be something | am happy with. I'm working on it. First thing--get the photo in

color.

Best. Al

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse) 1




gil, 11:24 PM 6/11/97, Re: home page

X-Delivery-Notice: SMTP MAIL FROM does not correspond to sender.
Date: Wed, 11 Jun 97 23:24:31 EDT

From: gil <BRENNERG@npvm.newpaltz.edu>

Subject:  Re: home page

To: Alfred Traverse <traverse@ems.psu.edu>

Amazing - | never asked anyone for a home page! | can't believe there is a map
with directions to my house! Follow that map and visit me. | have some basal
Cretaceous from Jordan that needs description and dating based on my previous
work from Israel. Does that interest you? What joint project ideas do you have
??? | have a Czech palynologist visiting me from the Czech Academy of Sciences
she an expert on the Cretaceous of the Bohemian Basin. Wouldn:t it be nice to
invite her to Penn State to talk? Are there still a reasonable group interested
in our subject at Penn State?

Best, Gil

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




gil, 11:25 AM 6/12/97, Re: Brandon Lignite

X-Delivery-Notice: SMTP MAIL FROM does not correspond to sender.
Date: Thu, 12 Jun 97 11:25:57 EDT

From: gil <BRENNERG@npvm.newpaltz.edu>

Subject:  Re: Brandon Lignite

To: Alfred Traverse <traverse@ems.psu.edu>

Are you retired? | couldn't find you on the Penn State home page.
Gil

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



gil, 05:50 PM 6/12/97, Re: three messages from you

X-Delivery-Notice: SMTP MAIL FROM does not correspond to sender.
Date: Thu, 12 Jun 97 17:50:13 EDT

From: gil <BRENNERG@npvm.newpaltz.edu>

Subject:  Re: three messages from you

To: Alfred Traverse <traverse@ems.psu.edu>

| sent that strange message to a friend who is having difficulty with
retirement. Do you have the technical savy to send that back to me?
| can then foward it to him.

| remember you telling me on the phone that your chairman asked you to retire
and you asked me what you should say. | told you to tell him to "take a

flying leap." | guess it went the other way.

| know what you mean when you refer to "unmotivated students."

Part of the cultural decline we are in!

Gil

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)




? \ 4 4

brennerg@npvm.newpa, 01:52 PM 6/13/97, errant message etc.

doors without knocking too. Hmmm......

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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gil, 04:28 PM 6/13/97, Re: errant message etc.

X-Delivery-Notice: SMTP MAIL FROM does not correspond to sender.
Date: Fri, 13 Jun 97 16:28:35 EDT

From: gil <BRENNERG@npvm.newpaltz.edu>

Subject: Re®EMENht message etc.

To: Alfred Traverse <traverse@ems.psu.edu>

Al | like what you told your head. Can they just take your lab away?
Sounds like a highly authoritarian system.
The ladies name is Marcella Sobodova and she knows Magdya (spelling!)
She is from the Czech Academy of Sciences. No need to send me the message
Just throw it away. I'm several years younger but mentally slower than
you. | would have suggested that you stayed until your head entered
the nursing home. Perhaps we will meet in a nonvirtual situation.
Gil

Printed for traverse@ems.psu.edu (Alfred Traverse)
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