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collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
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the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802, USA
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

14 December, 1993

Dr. Bruce Cornet
27 Tower Hill Ave.
Red Bank, NJ 07701

Dear Bruce:

Your message was handed to me during Sarah’s exam. Those exams
are always (as far as I know) always open to the public, so you
could certainly have come. I had told Paul 0. that I thought it
possible that you’d show up, and he said he’d have you join us
for lunch if you came. Actually, the exam and attendant matters
took so long that I had to leave for home before the group left
for said lunch. I got back to S. C. at 7:30 p.m., and am writing
this in my office while waiting for Betty to come back from State
College Choral Society practice.

I used the article by Huber attacking palynology in general, as
well as Cornet’s use of it in particular, and your robust defense
of it in the red book as a jumping off place for one of my
questions posed to Sarah.

Best for the holidays and 1994.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802, USA
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

14 November, 1993

Dr. Bruce Cornet
27 Tower Hill Ave.
Red Bank, NJ 07701

Dear Bruce:

I’'m not sure I understand why you didn’t dash me off a note that
I could have filed as an invoice--would have cost you only 29
cents. Betty reports a couple of phone calls during the past
frantic two weeks (I guess she told you that her mother died?).

The massive publication did come, and I am very appreciative that
you took the trouble to arrange this. Thanks a lot. I clearly
won’t get a chance to look at it until next year--palynology
course is in full swing with 20 students, and we have many other
problems. This coming Thursday we are being absolutely frivolous
for once and are flying to England for 10 days of pure vacation.

Check for $40, which I understand is the correct amount,
enclosed.

Best wishes as always.
Yours very truly,

Al fred Traverse

encl. :check
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

11 November, 1992

Professor Edward Belt

Pratt Museum

Box 2238, Amherst College

Amherst, MA 01002-5000 ¢

Dear Professor Belt: “J¢/
<

—

This is to support the candidacy of Dr. Bruce Cornet! for the

position of curator of the Pratt Museum.

Bruce did his Ph.D. work with me. He was here a number of years
(about six). His doctoral dissertation was once informally voted
"best Ph.D. thesis of the decade" by the faculty here, and it was
indeed a great piece of work, which those of us interested in
Triassic palynology still use constantly.

It has long been my conviction that as museum is where Bruce
belongs. He has all the qualities needed: a good artistic
sense, a flair for presentation of information, encyclopedic
knowledge of all phases of paleontology. He is also an
outstanding field geologist and a marvellous lab technician. It
could be of interest and importance that he knows intimately all
aspects of the natural history of the area within 100 miles of
Amherst (he and I studied the Triassic paleobotany and palynology
of the area together). Bruce would be a dedicated researcher and
organizer of collections. His enthusiasm for natural history
will prove infectious for students and others.

In short, I recommend Bruce for your consideration most heartily.
If there are any aspects of his qualifications you’d like to
discuss with me, please call.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

9 September, 1991

Dr. Bruce Cornet

Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory
of Columbia University

Palisades, NY 10964

Dear Bruce:

Thanks so much for the "green book." Obviously it’s a very
careful job, and reflects your years of devotion to the general
subject.

Had a phone conversation with Gil Brenner the other day. He says
he has enjoyed getting to know you.

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802
Phone: (814)863-3419; Fax: 814-863-7823

14 August, 1991

Dr. Bruce Cornet

Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory
Columbia University

Rt. 9W

Palisades, NY 10964

Dear Bruce:

Haven’t had any luck with the phone, so decided to write.
Question: Did the "Early to Middle Carnian
Flora....Richmond....etc." thing from the Virginia Museum
actually come out? I was about to send them a check but decided
I’d better ask first.

Also, maybe I’d better check your phone number. I have on my
card: 914-359-2900, x621 or 622. For Fax I have .....5215.
Right?

Yet another palynology course is about to get off the ground.
26th in the series.

Best wishes, as well as to Sarah and Paul.
aeYours very truly,

Al

Alfred Traverse



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

5 April, 1990

Dr. John Bilander

Plant Struwcture & Function Search Committee
Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, U-43
Universityl of Connecticut

Storrs, CT| 06269-3043

Dear Dr. ander:

Bruce Cornet, now of Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory at

shia University, is interested in your position as "organis-
mal botanists Dr. Cornet is a justly famed paleobotanist, who
would fill your requirements more or less exactly. He has asked
me to write a letter to you re his qualifications.

Bruce was a Ph.D. student of mine here at Penn State, and we came
to know him very well in the palynological laboratories, where he
was innovative and very productive. I also spent a lot of time
with him in the field and was able to observe his considerable
expertise in locating and sampling material important to our

work.

Dr. Cornet is a very talented research scientist. His enthusiasm
for our subject is famous and infectious. He is good at
explaining the whole area of geology-biology to the uninitiated,
and does an excellent job of both lecturing and demonstrating in
the laboratory. His attention to detail is remarkable, and I am
sure he could be a leader in your department.

Bruce's master's thesis with Henry Andrews at Storrs some years
ago was a very significant contribution to the megafossil
paleobotany of the Devonian. Later, while with me, he did very
outstanding and creative work on the Triassic/Jurassic plants
and palynofloras of North America. Most recently he has become
famous worldwide for his important and controversial work on
sanmiguelia and other putative angiosperm-like remains in
Triassic rocks.

Dr. Cornet is both geologist and botanist. As a botanist he
could teach your paleobotany, plant morphology and plant anatomy
courses with distinction. He studied those subjects with Andrews
and others at Storrs, with Charles Hillson amd me here.
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Withal, Dr. Cornet is, because of his enthusiasm and dedication,
regarded by some people as a '"character." Nevertheless, some
organization which will give Bruce a chance will be rewarded by
having the services of a very talented, very interesting, very
capable individual. It is long since time that a man of his

stature had a permanent position. I believe U Conn would be very
smart to give Bruce an opportunity.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT /et
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Detke Building
University Park, PA 16802
phone: 814-863-3419
fax: 814-865-3191

4 April, 1990

Dr. Bruce Cornet

Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory
Rt. 9W

Palisades, NY 10964

Dear Bruce:

Will be glad to write whatever letters you like--I have always
written super ones for you. (I'm still very sorry that you
didn't get the job at the museum in Austin.)

The field trip in VA sounds marvellous--but I guess I've been to
all those places several times. However, I want a copy of the
guidebook. Can you get me one?

All the best to you, old friend.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
y DEPARTMENT OF GECSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

Lj[ 435 Deike Building
\ University Park, PA 16802
phone: (814)863-3419; fax: 814-865-3191

4 April, 1990

Carney, Sandoe & Associates
136 Boylston Street
Boston, MA 02116

Dear Sirs:

Dr. Bruce Cornet, now of Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory at
Columbia University, is seeking an academic position with your
assistance. He has asked me to write a letter to you re his
gqualifications.

Bruce was a Ph.D. student of mine here at Penn State, and we came
to know him very well in the palynological laboratories, where he
was innovative and very productive. I also spent a lot of time
with him in the field and was able to observe his considerable
expertise in locating and sampling material important to our
work.

Dr. Cornet is a very talented research scientist. His enthusiasm
for our subject is famous and infectious. He is good at
explaining the whole area of geology-biology to the uninitiated,
and does an excellent job of both lecturing and demonstrating in
the laboratory. His attention to detail is remarkable, and I am
sure he could be a leader of an academic program or department.

Withal, Dr. Cornet is, because of his enthusiasm and dedication,
regarded by some people as a "character." Nevertheless, some
organization which will give Bruce a chance will be rewarded by
having the services of a very talented, very interesting, very
capable individual. It is long since time that a man of his
stature had a permanent position.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et



Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory | Palisades, N.Y. 10964
of Columbia University

Cable: LAMONTGEO 5 Telephone: Code 914, 359-2900
Palisades New York State
TWX-710-576-2653

Dr. Alfred Traverse

435 Deike Bldng.

The Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA 16802

29 March 1990

Dear Al,

It is time for me to find a stable job supported by hard
money. I am using Carney, Sandoe & Associates in Boston to help
me find a teaching position at a private institution.

Would you please send them a letter of reference on your
letterhead. Please do not write the reference for a specific
school, and be sure to mention my teaching and/or administrative
ability or potential.

Please send your letter directly to:
Carney, Sandoe & Associates

136 Boylston Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116

and keep a copy in the event that I should ask you to send
additional references.

Sincerely yours,

FEs

Bruce Cornet

(914) 359-2900 ext. 621

P.S. My field guide book project for the Paleobotanical Section
of B.S.A. is nearly complete, and the fieldtrip on 5 August 1990,
the Sunday before the conference at the University of Richmond,
VA, should be excellent., Olsen and I have written about 60 pages
with 40 plates and figures that cover four stops, one in the
Taylorsville basin and three in the Richmond basin. This
contribution will be the first compilation of floral data of
Carnian age for all the Newark basins, and will highlight the new
vertebrate fauna from the Richmond basin. It will be the seed

or catalyst for renewed interest in Triassic floral evolution.



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419

8 September, 1989

Dr. Bruce Cornet

Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory
of Columbia University

Palisades, NY 10964

Dear Bruce:

Have just finished "first reading" of your Richmond Basin paper.
Seems to be a nice job of putting together things that have
interested you for a long time--as you observe on the "sticky
note"” adhering to plate 4. Congratulations on getting it out.

A very minor nomenclatural comment: when name with a silent
vowel on the end is made into a generic name, the silent vowel
should be dropped, and then a double-i should be used, thus
traversii. Shinnerylong ago named a modern plant of Louisiana
for me, Erigeron traversii, and that seems to be the correct
procedure. However, I do not believe this is an "error" to be
corrected. The whim of the original author must be followed, as
with Linnaeus' pensylvanica.

Also, in the future a complete citation for Placopollis should
read: Placopollis Koob ex Cornet. However, the short citation
would be Placopollis Cornet (the "Koob ex" is not essential).

Whoops, we're driving up to the Deike Bldg. as I write. Gotta
dash. Best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL |ABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6711

6 February, 1989

Dr. Bruce Cornet

Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory of
Columbia University

Palisades, NY 10964

Dear Bruce:

It was a thrill to get the Ediger et al. MS. I was supposed to
prod you occasionally about this, and you know that I did, but
when you were moving moving and resettling it didn't seem useful.
Tt looks to me as if the compromise parts of the thing have been
handled well. I hope Bruce Goodwin will think so too.

I have read the MS carefully and have red-penned suggested
changes. I am returning only those pages on which I wrote, viz.
i I3 ST SE S 18— 2ITE2 9= 311 A3 3 ENE T oS L TS 4

The most important matters are: 1. the sentence that runs
between pp. 1-2 in the abstract needs to be divided for
readability and to avoid the implication that we have Otterdale
pollen data; 2. I have a problem with the "small eastern basins"
statement on p. 6--it needs a little more explanation. The rest
of my comments are orthographic and/or stylistic. I believe it
would be appropriate to acknowledge Wilkes, as he was quite
helpful to Ediger and me. I hope this now goes on through.

Best wishes.

Yours very truly,

/

Alfred Traverse ~

PSSl 1150 Y our mailingi label is really impressive!

2. Did you see current number of Pennsylvania Geology,
which contains the surprising news (p. 11) that Litwin is
reworking your Jacksonwald locality? Why didn't they get Cornet
to rework Cornet?

AT/et
cc: Ediger, Goodwin

encl: MS pages
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. THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY .
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 o (814)865-6393

12 September, 1988

Betty Cornet
7952-13 Locke Lane
Houston, TX 77063

Dear Betty:

Betty and I appreciated your nice note which awaited our return
from palynology meetings in Australia. Good to know about your
Cereus. Last year we read a German novel of about 1840 in which
the flowering of such was featured. We once invited friends over
to witness the event.

Good to know Bruce is now in NYC area. Presumably we'll hear
directly one of these days. I am somewhat concerned that he'll
put me out of business (hal).

Best wishes.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/€t
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PARR ENERGY, INC.

P.O.BOX 347 e PERRY, GA 31069

June 17, 1988

Professor Alfred Traverse
Palynological Laboratories

435 Deike Bldg
The Penn. State University
University Park, PA 16802

Dear Professor Traverse,

We hereby authorize Dr. Bruce Cornet to deliver to your Department
for a Ph.D. Program a set of samples from the ITT RAYONIER #1 Well
that we drilled last month in Appling Co., Georgia.

We understand that these samples will be kept in your Department
and will not be used for other purposes than palynological research.

We hereby request that

(1) The data and results shall not be shared with anyone until
they become public information

(2) A copy of the thesis shall be made available to our company
as soon as the work is completed

(3) Dr. Bruce Cornet shall be on the Ph.D. Committee.

Best Regards,

Pierrick R. Simian

Bruce Cornet
14222 Kimberly L
Houston, Tx. 77079

OFFICE: 177 N. BRUNSWICK STREET, JESUP, GEORGIA 31545 © (912) 427-4272
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PARR ENERGY ITT/RAYONIER NO. 1
APPLING COUNTY, GEORGIA

Depth Corrections for Cuttings Samples

Original Depth Corrected Depth

500-510 520-530 Add 20 feet for correctionmn.
510-520 530-540

520-530 540-550 Top of reef complex.
530-540 550-560

540-550 560-570 Oligocene reef
550-560 570-580

560-590 580-610

590-620 610-640

620-650 640-670

650-680 670-700

680-700 700-720

700-740 720-760

740-770 760-790

770-800 790-820

X No sample collected.
810-830 830-850

830-870 850-890

870-900 890-920 U. Eocene reef

X

X

X

X No samples collected.
X

X

X

1140-1160 1160-1180 Add 20 feet for correction.
1160-1170 1180-1190

1170-1180 1190-1200

1180-1190 1120-1210

1190-1210 1210-1230

1210-1220 1230-1240

1220-1230 1240-1250

1230-1240 1250-1260

1240-1260 1260-1280 Bottom of reef complex.
1260-1280 1280-1300

1280-1300 1300-1320

1300-1330 1320-1350

1330-1350 1350-1370

1350-1370 1370-1390

1370-1380 1390-1400

1380-1400 1400-1420

1400-1430 1420-1450

1430-1460 1450-1480 M. Eocene Tallahata Fm.
1460-1490 1480-1510

1490-1510 1510-1530

1510-1520 1530-1540



Original Depth

Corrected Depth

Tallahata Fm.

L. Eocene

Paleocene?

U. Cretaceous?

Depth correction during drilling due to error in pipe tally.

1520-1530 1540-1550
1530-1550 1550-1570
1550-1560 1570-1580
1560-1570 1580-1590
1570-1590 1590-1610
1590-1610 1610-1630
1610-1640 1630-1660
1640-1680 1660-1700
1680-1700 1700-1720
1700-1710 1720-1730
1710-1730 1730-1750
1730-1740 1750-1760
1740-1750 1760-1770
1750-1772 1770-1792
1772-1800 1792-1820
1800-1820 1820-1840
1820-1830 1840-1850
1830-1850 1850-1870
1850-1870 1870-1890
1870-1910 1890-1930
1910-1950 1930-1970
1950-1970 1970-1990
1970-2000 1990-2020
2000-2010 2020-2030
2010-2040 2030-2060
2040-2060 2060-2080
2060-2070 2080-2090
2070-2080 2090-2100
2080-2120 2100-2140
2120-2140 2140-2160
2140-2160 2160-2180
2160-2170 2180-2190
2170-2180 2190-2200
2180-2200 2200-2220
2200-2220 2220-2240
2220-2240 2240-2260
2240-2260 2260-2280
2260-2280 2280-2300
2280-2300 2300-2320
2380-2400 2334-2354
2400-2410 2354-2364
2410-2420 2364-2374
9420-2440 2374-2394
2440-2450 2394-2404
2450-2460 2404-2414
2460-2480 2414-2434
2480-2500 2434-2454
2500-2510 2454-2464
2510-2520 2464-2474

Subtract 46 feet for corr.



Original Depth

Corrected Depth

2520-2530
2530-2540
2540-2550
2550-2570
2570-2580
2580-2590
2590-2600
2600-2610
2610-2620
2620-2630
2630-2640
2640-2650
2650-2660
2660-2670
2670-2680
2680-2690
2690-2700
2700-2710
2710-2720
2720-2730
2730-2740
2740-2750
2750-2760
2760-2770
2770-2780
2780-2810
2810-2850
2850-2876
2876-2902
2902-2916
2916-2930
2930-2940
2940-2950
2950-2970
2970-2990
2990-3010
3010-3030
3030-3060
3060-3080
3080-3090
3090-3100
3100-3120
3120-3140
3140-3160
3160-3170
3170-3180
3180-3190
3190-3200
3200-3210
3210-3220
3220-3230
3230-3240

2474-2484
2484-2494
2494-2504
2504-2524
2524-2534
2534-2544
2544-2554
2554-2564
2564-2574
2574-2584
2584-2594
2594-2604
2604-2614
2614-2624
2624-2634
2634-2644
2644-2654
2654-2664
2664-2674
2674-2684
2684-2694
2694-2704
2704-2714
2714-2724
2724-2734
2734-2764
2764-2804
2804-2830
2830-2856
2856-2870
2870-2884
2884-2894
2894-2904
2904-2924
2924-2944
2944-2964
2964-2984
2984-3014
3014-3034
3034-3044
3044-3054
3054-3074
3074-3094
3094-3114
3114-3124
3124-3134
3134-3144
3144-3154
3154-3164
3164-3174
3174-3184
3184-3194




Original Depth

Corrected Depth

3240-3260
3260-3300
3300-3330
3330-3350
3350-3360
3360-3370
3370-3380
3380-3390
3390-3400
3400-3430
3430-3460
3460-3480
3480-3510
3510-3520
3520-3560
3560-3570
3570-3580
3580-3600
3600-3620
3620-3640
3640-3660
3660-3680
3680-3700
3700-3720
3720-3740
3740-3750
3750-3760
3760-3790
3790-3800
3800-3810
3810-3820
3820-3830
3830-3840
3840-3860
3860-3870
3870-3880
3880-3890
3890-3900
3900-3910
3910-3930
3930-3940
3940-3950
3950-3960
3960-3970
3970-3980
3980-3990
3990-4000
4000-4010
4010-4020

4020-4030
4030-4040

3194-3214
3214-3254
3254-3284
3284-3304
3304-3314
3314-3324
3324-3334
3334-3344
3344-3354
3354-3384
3384-3414
3414-3434
3434-3464
3464-3474
3474-3514
3514-3524
3524-3534
3534-3554
3554-3574
3574-3594
3594-3614
3614-3634
3634-3654
3654-3674
3674-3694
3694-3704
3704-3714
3714-3744
3744-3754
3754-3764
3764-3774
3774-3784
3784-3794
3794-3814
3814-3824
3824-3834
3834-3844
3844-3854
3854-3864
3864-3884
3884-3894
3894-3904
3904-3914
3914-3924
3924-3934
3934-3944
3944-3954
3954-3964
3964-3974

3974-3984
3984-3994

- - -~y - =~

-~~~
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L. Cretaceous?



Original Depth

Corrected Depth

4040-4050
4050-4070
4070-4080
4080-4090
4090-4100
4100-4110
4110-4120
4120-4130
4130-4150
4150-4160
4160-4170
4170-4180
4180-4190
4190-4195
4195-4200

4200-bottoms up.

3994-4004
4004-4024
4024-4034
4034-4044
4044-4054
4054-4064
4064—-4074
4074-4084
4084-4104
4104-4114
4114-4124
4124-4134
4134-4144
4144-4149
4149-4154

4154

- —— . -y - -~ -

-~~~ ——————

—— - ——— - . =
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCE
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

3 November, 1987

Dr. Christopher J. Durden

Texas Memorial Museum )(\
The University of Texas at Austin
2400 Trinity é%

Austin, TX 78705 (§\'

Dear Dr. Durden:

Yours of 20 October '87 to Alan Davis re the curatorial post at
Texas Memorial Museum was referred to me by Professor Davis, as
my interests, research and teachi include paleobotany.

One of my former students, (Bruce Cornet, is currently
unemployed, or at least und loyed, as onep of the casualties
of the o0il industry depression. He has very wide experience and
interests in geology, including paleobotany (his Master's thesis
with Henry Andrews was on a fossil fern), palynology (with me),
vertebrates (fish mostly), and invertebrates (for example,

conchostracans). He is one of the best field geologists I have
ever known. All of the tasks you mention would be "duck soup”
for Cornet. I believe this is a good match, and I would like to

nominate him. Address: Dr. Bruce Cornet, 14222 Kimberley Lane,
#411, Houston, TX 77079.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse’/
Professor of Palynology

AT/et



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

3 November, 1987

Dr. Bruce Cornet
14222 Kimberley Lane, #411
Houston, TX 77079

Dear Bruce:

As you can see, I have nominated you for a curatorial job in
Austin. Clearly the job is beneath your dignity, but it's a
foot—-in-the-door, and you could build it into something good. I
believe a museum such as Texas Memorial would be a good place for
you to be in the long run. If I were you I'd get in an
application (enclosed) and go see them, hat in hand, promptly.
IAny portsintavstorm s sl

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse«’//
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl: copy of letter to Dr. Durden

application form from

m




THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

13 October, 1987

Houston Independent School District
Personnel Services

3830 Richmond Avenue

Houston, TX 77027

Dear Friends:

e e

Your evaluation form fJ;;Egggz Cornet) has come in. I have known
Dr. Cornet well for many VY inning in 1972, when he
arrived here to do a Ph.D. under my direction. However, I feel
that the form, with its various categorleg,mostly does not apply
to the relationship we've had. Therefore, I hope that you'll
accept this letter in lieu of the form.

Bruce is one of the most interesting people I have ever known,
and it is agreed here that his 1977 Ph.D. thesis was the best
such in decades. He is imaginative, industrious, enthusiastic.
T would imagine that his work with students of biological

and/or earth sciences would be exceptionally stimulating to
them. He has a wealth of knowledge about all aspects of science
and is very good at communicating his knowledge--he speaks very
well. However, my only direct experience with his teaching is
his work here for one semester as a teaching assistant in our
large enrollment geology course. He did very well.

As a high school (or middle school) biology teacher in your
system, Bruce would surely turn students on. He has a lot of
ability, is dependable, has a good sense of humor, is well
organized and works well with others.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Geology & Biology

AT/et
encl:

HISC form (signed but not completed; see explanation above)




THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 or (814)865-6393

2 October, 1987

Dr. Bruce Cornet
14222 Kimberley Lane, #411
Houston, TX 77079

Dear Bruce:

"Adobe" Chair--are you sure it isn't a cruel hoax?

Anyway, I will of course write an adulatory letter. Which
reminds me that I would ask others over the phone (so you can
evaluate the tone of voice). There are a lot of folk out there
whom you may regard as friends who would say things that would
give search committees some problems.

Best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse

AT/et



Professor Alfred Traverse
Palynological Laboratories
435 Deike Building

The Pennsylvania State Univ.
University Park, PA 16802

September 27, 1987

Dear Al,

Texas Tech University in Lubbock has advertised a position
in the AAPG Explorer for an Adobe Chair in Geosciences. I have
given your name as one of my three references. The chair will be
awarded by September 1988.

"Applicants, having a Ph.D. in geosciences or a closely
related field, are expected to possess an understanding of
hydrocarbon origins, accumulations, and recovery techniques, as
well as entrepreneurial insights into the economic exploration
for and marketing of hydrocarbons. The recipient will be
expected to be involved in teaching and to develop an appropriate
research program."

If contacted, I would greatly appreciate your assistance by
responding to their requests. I have asked for an interview,
which will be necessary if I wish to have any chance at getting
the appointment,

I understand that the position was created specifically for
professionals in the depressed oil industry, and my
qualifications fit the requirements. My research program will
center around the value of dry holes and accurate geologic
interpretation (which is dependent on good paleontological,
geochemical, and geophysical data) in the economic exploration
for oil and gas, and the need for an informed exploration program
by independents. Education of the investment sector may be the
most important and neglected area of the oil industry. The
cyclical nature of investment is the product of "the one well
stand", with too much emphasis placed on immediate investment
return.

Sincerely yours,

03;@u4u2__ﬂ

Bruce Cornet, MiSkhL BRSPS
14222 Kimberly Ln. #411
Houston, TX 77079

(713) 558-5701




New Mexico Institute
of Mining and Technology Socorro, NM 87801

Department of Geoscience (505) 835-5634

12 May 1587

Pennsylvania State University
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories

435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802

Dear Dr. Traverse:

On behalf of the Search Committee I wish to extend my thanks to
you faor writing a letter of reference in response to an open position
in Geochemistry for a sabbatical leaﬂgqxeplacement in the Geoscience
department, for the applicant Bruee Cornet.

Letters of reference such as that submitted by you were extremely
important to the Search Committee when reaching a l:st of finalists
for this position.

Thank yvou very much for taking the time to write.

Sincerely,

Philip I/fyle

Associate Profecsor of Geochemistry
(S05) 835-595%5

NewMexico Tech is an-Affifmiative-Adtion]Equal-Opportunity Tstitution

e —




Dr. David I. Norman

THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT. OF GEGSCIENCES
PALYNOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802
(814)863-3419 on (814)865-6393

30 March, 1987

New Mexico Institute of Mining & Technology
Department of Geoscience

Socorro, NM 87801

¥£}>“ Dear Dr. Norman:

Bruce is very well
under my direction.

ing to your inquiries about the qualifications of
- Pegarding teaching and research in connection with
porary opening in your department.

known to me, as he did his Ph.D. research here
He is a very talented and hardworking

researcher, whose Ph.D. thesis was an extremely important work.
It was characterized by one of my colleagues as the most
important Ph.D. thesis in the history of our department. Dr.
Cornet is a somewhat controversial figure in our field, as much

of his research is

unorthodox, and some of his best contributions

are not yet published because he won't cut out parts others find
offensive, to get them in print,

He was very good in all aspects of our mutual endeavors--field

work, especially.
Since leaving here,

His interests are quite broad in geology.
he has worked capably for several oil

companies and has organized his own o0il-drilling venture

(Geminoil, Inc.).

As far as teaching
teaching assistant

ability is concerned, I can say that as a
for a couple of terms, he did quite well

here. He is a good speaker. He is a very interesting person.
He will turn students on.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology




New Mexico Institute
of Mining and Technology Socorro, NM 87801

Department of Geoscience (505) 835-5634

20 Mareh 1987

Dr. Alfred Traverse
Palyvnological Laboratories
Pennsylvania State University
435 Deike Building
University Park, PA 16802

Dear Dr. Traverse:

Ch Dfilﬁuuui_ has applied for a temporary position to replace
Philip Kyle while he is on sabbatical leave for the 1987-88 academic
year. He has given vour name as a referee.

The duties of the person selected will be to teach several
courses in the area of geochemistry-petrology and to interact with
graduate students in these areas.

I would most appreciate it if you would write a letter addressing

Dr. Cornet’s qualifications regarding teaching and research.

Sincerely,

_BOW{/ WUWﬂ

David 1. Norman
fAssociate Professor of Geochemistry
(505) 835-5404

New Mexico TFech-is an Affirmative, Action/EquahQppartuiity-Institution




23 January, 1987

Prof. Bran Potter
Department of Forestry and Geology'
The University of the South

Sewanee, TN 37373 i
Dear Dr. Potter: ; l

A former Ph.D. studené::éggignzg;ggzthells me that he has applied for
your assistant professorship positiom. Bruce asked me to write you in
support of hids application; and that is the purpose of this letter. He is,

along with many other talented scientists, currently unemployed (thwvagh
continuing to do research) as a result of problems in the oil itidustry.

Bruce 1s a very talented and hardworking researcher, whose Ph.D.
thesis here was an extremely important work (characterized by one of my
colleagues as the most important Ph.D. thesis in the history of our depart-'
ment). Dr. Cornet is a2 somewhat controversial figure in our field, as
much of his research i1s unorthodox, and some of his best contributions
are not yet published because he won't cut out parts othars find offensive)
to get them in print.

He was very good in all aspects of our mutual endeavoras--field work,
especially. His interests are quite broad in biology and geology. Before
coming here he did an excellent and much quoted piece of work for an M.Sc.
in the Biology Department at the Universitv of Connmcticut. Since leaving
here, he has worked capably for several oil companies and has organized his
own oll-drilling venture (Gemineil, Inc.). In the latter activity he dis-—
played considerable administrative ability, even though the wells drilled

turned out to be dry holes!

As far as teaching ability 1s concerned, I can say that as a teaching
assistant for a couple of terms, he didd quite well here. He is a good
speaker. He 1s a very interesting person. He will turn students on.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et



Professor Alfred Traverse
Palynological Laboratories
435 Deike Building

The Pennsylvania State Univ.
University Park, PA 16802

January 14, 1987

Dear Al,

Another teaching position in geology has emerged. Would you
please send a reference letter, like the one I requested for
Oberlin, to:

Prof. Bran Potter

Department of Forestry and Geology
The University of the South
Sewanee, Tennessee 373735

Dr. Potter has indicated an interest in me for an assistant
professorship in their joint department; he says that my resume
indicates experience that relates to both fields within their
department. He has asked for names and phone numbers of
references, and I have given him yours. But just to play it
safe, perhaps a short letter would help.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

(RN

Bruce Cornet, M.S.,Ph.D
14222 Kimberly Ln. #411
Houston, TX 77079




i @ @

Professor Alfred Traverse

Palynological Laboratories =T =
435 Deike Building - ™ cj?ﬂfqzjz>
The Pennsylvania State Univ. & é?;;

University Park, PA 16802 - ; 1
(-'-‘-n-
November 8, 1986 :

Dear Al,

You asked me to request in writing any slides or palyno-
logical preparations from Volcan Ediger's Ph.D. thesis material.
I would prefer fresh preparations of the following core samples,
but would be willing to borrow and return slides if no residue
remains for some of the samples.

Well VACH-2, samples 201 to 242 (samples 226-242 may be barren of
palynomorphs) .

Well VAPW-2, samples 155 to 160 (samples 108, 112, 113, and 114
may be the only productive samples).

Well Tuckahoe-1, samples 1 to 20.
Qutcrop samples: VE-1, VE-2, VE-3, VE-4D, VE-5A, VE-5B, VE-6A,
VE-6B, VE-7A, VE-7B, VE-8, BG-103, BG-104, BG-105, and BG-106.

I am not sure which samples from the wells and outcrops will
be useful. Presumably, if a residue exists and was saved, it
will contain something.

For your effort (there appear to be a lot of samples) in
preparing slides, I will send you the results of my counts and
identifications, as well as any comments about correlations with
the Horner and Bailey wells. I am interested in comparing
Ediger's work with mine. I believe I can do a more thorough and
meaningful job.

Thank you for your help and support.

Sincerely yours,

TR .

Bruce Cornet
14222 Kimberly Ln. #411
Houston, TX 77079

P.S. I am waiting on Goodwin for maps to complete the figures.

————————, =3

el f coc o




Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



24 October, 1986

Dr. Bruce M. Simonson
Chairman, Department of Geology
Oberlin College '

Oberlin, OH 44074 ;:%fiywﬂciii
Dear Dr. Simonson: -\L/k\ )

A former Ph.D. student, Bruce Cornet, tells me that he has applied
for your position in paleontology, etc. Bruce asked me to write you in
support of his application, and that is the purpose of this letter. He is,

along with many other talented scientists, currently umemployed (though
continuing to do research) as.a result of problems in the 0il industry.

Bruce is a very talented and hardworking researcher, whose Ph.D.
thesis here was an extremely important work (characterized by one of my
colleagues as the most important Ph.D. thesis in the history of our depart—
ment). Dr. Cornet is a somewhat controversial figure in our field, as
much of his research 1s unorthodox, and some of his best contributions
are not yet published because he won't cut out parts others find offensive

to get them in print.

He was very good in all aspects of our mutual endeavors——field work,
especially. His interests are quite broad in biology and geology, Before
coming here he did an excellent and much quoted pilece of work for an M.Sec.
in the Biology Department at the University of Connecticut. Sinece leaving
here, he has worked capably for several oil companies and has organized his
own ohl-drilling venture (Geminoil, Inc.). In hhe latter activity he displayed
considerable administrative ability, even though the wells drilled turned

out to be dry holes!

As far as teaching ability is concerned, I can say that as a teaching
assistant for a couple of terms, he did quite well here. He is a good
speaker. He is a very interesting person. He will turn students on.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT /et



24 October, 1986

Dr, Bruce Comet
14222 Kimberley Lane, #411
Houston, TX 77079

Dear Bruce:

Enjoyed yours of 6 Octobdr. Too bad about your various MS problems,

The Sanmiguelia stuff sounds great. You may yet make a believer of, say,
Henry Andrews.

Re the Richmornd Basin MS, I am sure I can mediate the age discrepancy-—
indeed, I will mention and illustrate it in my talk at AASP next week.

But what I need from you to get this rolling is the items of drafting
(gigures) you were going to contribute. Once I have those, I'11 act as
the "editor" to get together an MS all can (I hope) accept.

Thanks for good wishes. They are reciprocated.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT /et
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P »

I do not want to coauthor a paper that favors a Ladinian-
early Carnian age at the expense of evidence which I feel more
strongly indicates an early-middle Carnian age. Volkan's
statement that the coal measures produce a palynoflorule that
more closely compares with that of the Ladinian ignores earlier
data that lead me and others to recognize a strong resemblance
between that assemblage and middle Carnian palynofloras. The
only strength to Volkan's argument comes from the abundance of
Aratrisporites. As much as we both now recognize that
Aratrisporites increases in abundance going into the Middle
Triassic, there is little else in the coal measures palynoflora
that favors a Ladinian age. Thus, I am not opposed to suggesting
that the oldest strata in the Richmond Basin may be late
Ladinian: I am opposed to ignoring the data that, based on
current knowledge, more strongly favors an early to middle
Carnian age for the coal measures.

Please bear with me. I will try to find some time to make
corrections to the manuscript, but my attention has been
occupied by other important matters lately, particularly money.
Once the Sanmiguelia paper appear in print, which should be
shortly, one of my worries and concerns will be lifted. T will
first send back the corrected manuscript with changes to some of
the mock-up figures. Once the text and figures are accepted by
all of the authors, I will begin to draft the final figures.
Otherwise, someone will spend lots of time drafting for naught.

Best wishes to you also, and may your personal concerns be
replaced by the peace that comes with faith.

Sincerely yours,

[(Seeee—

Bruce Cornet

14222 Kimberley Ln. #411
Houston, TX 77079

(713) 558-5701




- 30 September, 1986

Dr. Bruce Cornet
14222 Xiwmberley Lane, #411
Houston, TX 77079

Dear Bruce:

Thanks for the birthday card. T still enjoy birthdays..bﬁt they are
~ sure piling up. (Think of my mother!)

I need to hear from you re the Ediger et al. paper——drafting job, etc.
VE has left me with the job of coordinating the whole mess. I will try.

Best wishes to you a}éo for success in the coming year.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et



20 Sept., 1986

Dr. Bruce Cornet, etc.
Dear Bruce:
Self-typed, so wateh out!

The enclosed copy of letter to B. G. makes the meaning of the various
xarmxed sheets clear—I presume you have a paginated copy of the MS,

As you know, I'm supposed to act astthe deffacto editor for all of this.
I would 1like your comments on BG's corrections, additions, ete. T would
also like your revisione and figures you are drafting, etc.
We are off again to Indy, as you will note in the BG letter.

Best 1 rds,

Alfred Traverae, etc.

enclosures



A 0.05mm thick section through the stem of small
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I have completed and submitted two manuscripts, one on
angiospermid pollen, and the other on Sanmiguelia lewisi.
The pollen paper is now being revised. The reviewers will
let it be published, but are not happy with the way I
presented the data (no systematic descriptions; descriptions
are collated with interpretations). The S. lewisi paper is
66 pages long with eight plates, and it systematically gets
to the heart of the controversy with critical new data. If T
can get it past reviewers largely intact, concepts of
angiosperm evolution will change dramatically. Either that,
or we will have two camps doing battle, with a war of
attrition resulting. I also included descriptions and
illustrations of several angiospermous fruiting structures
from the Richmond Basin.

Just this last month I retrieved a megafossil collection
from storage that I had collected in the Taylorsville Basin
during July, 1981. After examining the numerous types of
plants in the collection, I found another Triassic
angiosperm. The palynoflorule from that locality contains
common Liliacidites pollen. The remains of this plant
include flowers that seems to possess a small multiloculate
central gynoecium with a long apical stigma, surrounded by
lobed petals and sepals! Its well preserved stems with
individual anastomosing and bifurcating vascular bundles and
lanceolate leaves with anastomosing and bifurcating parallel
venation suggest that it may be a small herbaceous monocot.
By the way, we have all been to that locality.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Bruce Cornet

14222 Kimberley Ln. #411
Houston, TX 77079

(713) 558-5701

cc: Dr. Goodwin
Dr. Traverse
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29° May , 1986 ;
: "; , '; V "
Dr. Bumce' Gornet
14222 Kinberley Lana, 411 Ul i
-Houston, -TX 77079- ' Fasg
el . ,
Dear Brucay ! -f - S v ¥ iy

"

< What's with the new address? Is 1t just a new business address, or
a change of residence? We hope you are seeing some b:ight spots ahead!

A ¥olkan-and I havu yours'of 13 May Te the MS & Wollkan will have o sake
ravisions acceptable to boﬁh partiest . , . ‘
: "
We 1ike 10ur "Turkey Branch Pormation" and che memher names HLLt\r
than B.G.'s" "Cheaturﬁield rormation', ete. We hepe .you %rill go along
with the careful conbinatiou ©of ideas Ediger eventually comes up with

e look forumrd to gett¢ng your revised MS,

. a2
Best. -
| ' iy . .+ Yours véiy prui?.
: - _- '8 i
. Alfred Traversa
b ' _ Professor of Palynolory

AT/et o o
cct V. Ediger , "

[

Hunt Instltute for Botanlcal Documentatlon

g g TN T —_—



3 April, 1986

Dr. Bruce Cormet
+ 13567 Portobello Drive
Bouston, TX 77083

Dear Bruce:

Re your literature request--this is a very busy time here, and

T can only take a little while to try to help. Fitst of all, you
should write Brugman (Mr." W. A. Brugmam, Lab. Palaeobotany & Palynology,
Heidelberglaan 2, 3584 CS Utrecht, Netherlands) requesting a copy of his
1983: Permian-Triassic palynology. I send just a few pertinent pages.
Van der Eem (1983) Aspects of middle and Late Triassic palynology. 6.

.Ladinian and lower Karnian.... (RBv. Palaeobot. Palynol. 39:189-3000,
you can presumably get in the lihrary (let me know if that's not the case).
Reitz's thing is probably not so easily obtainable—-I enclose a xerox. '
The three theses we were sent from Utrecht are too big a xerox job, of
course.

Hurriedly, all the bdst to you.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl

P.5. 1I'd try to cooperate with Volkan on the MS, if I were you. I believe
when it comes to who should be lst author, an amicable solution will be
found.



Alfred Traverse

Volkan S. Ediger
Palynological Laboratories
The Pennsylvania State Univ.
Deike Building

University Park, PA 16802

March 6, 1986

Dear Al and Volcan,

In my recent letter, I did not take into account that
Weems (1980) had separated out the transgressive lacustrine
sequence of the middle depositional unit and called it part
of the Falling Creek Member. In his paper and map of the
Taylorsville Basin, Weems identifies the Falling Creek Member
along Stagg Creek, and the 1985 Fieldtrip Guidebook describes
two shale-bearing outcrops (Stops 1A and 1B) along Stagg
Creek as belonging to that member. I had said in my letter
that Weems had placed the transgressive lacustrine sequence
in the Stagg Creek Member, but since he didn't, we can amend
his sections to include that section along Stagg Creek in
Weems' Newfound Member. Fortunately, Weems picked another
sequence of outcrops along Falling Creek to be his type
section for the Falling Creek Member.

In the Appendix to Weems (1980), the stratigraphic
sections described along Stagg Creek can be amended as
follows: Intervals 1-32 = Stagg Creek Member. Intervals 33-
179 = Newfound Member. Both members are retained in the
Doswell Formation, while the Falling Creek Member is removed
from that formation, since it is equivalent to the Vinita
Beds. The Stagg Creek Member is about 763 feet thick along
Stagg Creek, whereas in the Richmond Basin that member ranges
from 250 ft. on top of structure (J.R.Hicks well) to just
over 800 ft. off structure (Horner and Bailey wells). The
transgressive lacustrine shale sequence along Stagg Creek
(Weems' Falling Creek Mbr.) measures 1160 feet thick, whereas
in the Richmond Basin (Horner and Bailey wells) that sequence
measures about 1150 feet thick to the base of floodplain
channel and overbank deposits (Weems' old Newfound Mbr.).

Palyniferous samples from the base of Weems' Stagg Creek
Mbr. along Stagg Creek have a unique correlation with
samples from the first hundred feet of the Stagg Creek
equivalent in the Horner well. Palyniferous samples from
plant-bearing shales at Stop 1B along Stagg Creek correlate
moderately well with samples from the base of the lacustrine
sequence in the Hornmer (base of the new Newfound Mbr.), and
palyniferous gray to black shale interbedded between thick
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In summary, the Stagg Creek and Newfound members can be
redefined as the only members of the Doswell Formation. The
Otterdale Sandstone can be called the Otterdale Formation.
The Vinita Beds, Productive Coal Measures, and Barren Beds
can be redefined as members of one formation, the Falling
Creek Formation. I am not sure how the rules of
stratigraphic nomenclature apply here, but there is a Falling
Creek in both the Richmond and Taylorsville basins, and the
same or near-equivalent strata crop out in both.

In my previous letter, I made a mistake when I said that
the Otterdale SS and Vinita Beds belong to the Tuckahoe
Group. They belong to the Chesterfield Group, and the
Productive Coal Measures and Barren Beds belong to the
Tuckahoe Group.

Thank you for my indulgences, and please consider my
interpretations. I look forward to a joint paper that is
both significant and accurate.

Sincerely yours,

Crvna

Bruce Cornet
13567 Portobello Dr.
Houston, TX 77083

cc. Dr. Goodwin
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Dear Al and Volkan,

Please share or copy the enclosed reprint. There are so
few available, that I have to ration them out. It took more
than a year just to get the page proofs, and many of the
corrections were not made in the final publication. Paul
Olsen will be sending me his corrections, and I will forward
a copy onto you. The enclosed errata corrects some of the

major errors, but not all the typos.

Thank you, Al, for giving me the opportunity to do this
work, and I hope it brings you some long overdue recognition.

Sincerely yours,

@Mé‘

Bruce Cornet
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10 February, 1986

Dr. Bruce Corumet
13567 Portobello Drive
Houston, TX 77083

Dear Bruce:

Many thanks for the packets of NC samples.. I was especially
interested because of bamutiful examples of our Placopollis frieands on your
glide., One of these days 1'll process the samples and have some more
fun! '

“Just got a letter from Univ. Mo.-KC re the deanship, and I wrote a
vary upbeat letter. However, I suspect your lack of academle—administrative
credentials will be fatal, ' '

Have you canvassed small colleges of Texas/Oklahoma/Louisiana/Arkansas
area? There are many of them. You are a good teacher and could do them a

lot of good. Stephen F. Austin in Nacogdoches, etc., etc. I'd just
go in person and ask for a job.

Best,
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

lunt Institute forsBotanical Documentation



10, February, 1986

Dr., Ronald MacQuarrie, Chair
Search and Screening Committee

School of Basic Life Sciences

University of Missouri-Kansas City

5100 Rockhill Rd.

Kansas City, MO 64110-2499

Dear Dr. HacQuarrie: LW

Your letter of 7 January re my former Ph.D. student, Bruce Cornet
apparently took a long time to reach my desk. I hope t Aot in=—
convenienced you. Bia N

Bruce is a very talented, imaginative, hard working and resourceful
researcher in our field. Indeed, his Ph.D. thesis here was one of the best
and most influential doctoral dissertations I know of. | He was also very
good in all aspects of our mutual endeavors-—field work, especially. His
interests are quite broad in bilology and geology. Before coming here he
did an excellent and much quoted piece of wokk for an M.Sc. in the
Piology Department at the Unilversity of Connecticut. Since leaving here,
he has worked capably for several oil companies and has organized his own
0il-drilling venture (Geminoil, Inc.). In the latter activity he dieplayed
considerable administrative ability, even though the wells drilled turned
out to be dry holes!

As far as teaching ability is concerned, 1 can say that as a teaching

= W

e~ R ey

—_—

assistant for a couple of terms, he did quite well here. He is a good
gpeaker., He is a very interesting persom. x5 c.::ue Tvre hde e o s

T am not able to comment on acadenic-administrative relationships as you
request. I am not aware that Dr. Cornet has umiversity experience, except as
long-time student,and teaching assistant, in the pursuit of his three degrees,

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

| |, Eg ¥ L =y : = .
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13 January, 1956

Dr. Bruce Cornet
13567 Portobello Drive
Houston, TX 77083

Dear Bruce:

T know I've struck out before on this sort of thing--BUT, is there
a chance you could find a chunk of "Del & Hope Locality 43" (locallty PK2)?
I have a slide but no residue. Would like to process it. Istthe "43" a
locality of Hope's? If you can't come up with it, maybe I could call Bob

Hope.

Thank!l ° Best.,

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et



r . Office of the Chancellor
%7)

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI - KANSAS CITY 5100 Rockhill Road

Kansas City, Missouri 64110-2499

Chancellor

(816) 276-1101

Vice Chancellor/Academic Affairs
(816) 276-1107

Vice Chancellor/Adminisirative Alfairs
(B16) 276-2754

Vice Chancellor/Development

(816) 276-1105

Vice Chancellar/Student Affairs

(816) 276-1141

January 7, 1986

Professor Alfred Traverse
Department of Geosciences
Palynological Laboratories

The Pennsylvania State University
Deike Building

University Park, PA 16802

Dear Dr. Traverse:

Dr. Bruce Cornet has recently submitted an application for the
position of Dean of the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of
Basic Life Sciences, and has listed your name as a reference.

The Dean Search Committee would very much appreciate having your
candid assessment of Dr. Cornet's qualifications for the position of
Dean. Of particular interest is your specific knowledge of Dr. Cornet's
background in teaching and scholarship, administration and professional
relationships with university and community groups. Please feel free
to provide us with any additional information you feel relevant.

Thank you very much for assisting us in our efforts to select the
best possible candidate for the position.

Sincerely,

Wdaﬂw

Ronald MacQuarrie, Ph.D.
Interim Dean

School of Basic Life Sciences
Chair

Search and Screening Committee

an equal opportunily employer
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22 November, 1985

Pr. Bruce Cornet
13567 Portobello Drive
Houseon, TX 77083

Dear Bruce:

Enjoyed contacts with vou 1ﬁ Williamsburg!

Info on South Africa job enclosed.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palvnology

AT/et
encl

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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2 May, 1985

Dr. Bruce Cornet
13567 Portobello Drive
Houston, TX 77083

Bear Bruce:

Here are the bisaccate drawings & MS back. Iy made copies.
But truth .to tell, I already.had copies of at least some of these
from vou, going back to years ago-~that wasiwhy T wrote about ‘the plates
of figares. 'Is theére some caption material to accompany them? TIn Plate
1,what is #42  Ia.Plate 2, why are there 3 versions of Alisporites but
only 2 of Sulcati.- ahd 1 each of the others? It's certainly an
interesting set of drawings. :In case there are no captions,’ could you
acribble some explanation on the enclosed xeroxes and send back (stamped
envelope enclosed.)?

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

encl: ootginal drawings and MS.
stamped emnvelope
xeroxes of 2 plates of drawings




1 May, 1985

Dr. Bruce Cornet
13567 Portobello Drive.
Houseon, TX 77083

BBar Bruce:

Sorry that it has taken me so long to get down to the business of
responding to the packet of materials from you. We'll finish that up
. promptly and get .everything back to you--insured, etc., @robably in sevdral
installments. I especially appreciate loan of your gorgeous negatives—
I note.that you were (are?) going to name a species for me--thanks!

1f you want to take 'part in the Flagstaff meeting--go ahead; it wouldn't
hurt anything. The recent Fisher & Dunay caper, however, was a bad blow, as
the systematics were a major part of Ron's thesis,
» s ] 3

Sorry about the Richmond wells——that's Ediger's' thesls, project, and he
has been apparently reluctant to do much with the cuttings from you. I
guess he is afraild it wouldn't be eleared for publication? Thus, he has
worked mostly (*entirely) op the outcrop samples we collected, plus gores
from William and Mary and VA Survey. He's very independent, and I don't
always know exactly what he's up to. In any event, I'll talk to him some
more, if you're saying tHat there will be 100%-no-problem about release of
whatever he comes up with from Horner & Bailey wells. ‘I have to admit to
Ediger whenever the subject surfaces that you've never said that it's completely
free of encumbrance. He has stu@iai about 20 samples. But you're welcome
to whatever we've done here, old friend. We naturally hope that you'll
"hold off on publication on the Richmond Basin until Velkan is finished.

~ Now, about your thesis materials. It is actually my policy that all
Ph.D. students leave duplicate rock samples for Penn State collections, of
the principal productive samples studied--that's a normal procedure. It's
so that interested parties (such as Frederiksen) can restudy the stuff if
they wish. As you know, you left in such a cloud of dugt (Betty did a great
deal of the last 15% of the legwork on your thesis) that I was grateful to
get the cuts of residues and slides that I did get, and up to now I never
have worréed about it all. However when Norm F. phoned me about coming up
here, I thought T had duplicate rock samples from your thesis loaalities.
He has now come.and gone, and I let him sub-sample what he wanted from my
owvn productive samples from the Basins--about 2@0samples from here and there
that interested him. Yes, rock cuts from say at least the primary productive
localities referenced in the Cornmet & Traverse paper, plus other Hartford
Basin samples mentioned in the thesis (a dozen samples, I guess?) would be
very helpful for the PSU collection. I will restrict distribution of sub-cuts
from them in whatever way you like.

| | Y - = g ~ 1 ’ = 1~ 2~ n .
HiLiNt - it . RNt - Nt Yalv=3ilala
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Cornet, pg. 2

Back to. Richmond Basin and Volkan Ediger, because your lettef'goes
‘back to it—-he has passed his candidacy exam. His comprehensive is on
3 May. I am not funded (at all) now, so he is a teaching assistant, and is -
anxious to get through and get on with life (an advantage of not having an
R.A.?). T believe he'll be through by June, 1986. I am'sure I speak for
Volkan in hoping that you won't publish your Richmond study until his thesis

is complete, about a year from now.

I had bedter stop here and get this off to you. More later about the’
matters that relate just to the textbook project.

Best wishes.

Yours very truly,

“Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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has it been since Volean started writing his thesis? Our agreement states that
following one year after Volcan's study has been completed, which is more or less
determined by the time he starts writing, you may publish anything yeu want or
do anything with it that you want. On the one hand you can make pubic information
that was previously confidential, but on the other hand I too can publish that
information. I do not want to jeopardize Volcan's work by publishing the palyno-
logical distribution chart I generated for the Horner No. 1, so I am relying on
you to tell me when he has passed his thesis requirements. If he ﬁlans on
extending his thesis for more than a year from now, we may have problems if the
publication of the distribution chart undercuts his work. Please advise.

Please understand that I am not saying that I will not provide you with
any of my thesis samples. I need more information before I cut my throught()

Sincerely yours,

@ML,

Bruce Cornet
13567 Portobello Dr.
Houston, Texas 77083
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22 August, 1984

Dr. Bruce Cornet
13567 Portobello Rd.
Houston, TX 77083

Dear Bruce:

These photos just surfaced-—perhaps you
would like for your album?

All the best. Am off to Calgary.

Yours wvery truly,

Al fred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl: photos
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5.July, 1984

Dr. Bruce Cornet
13567 Portobello Rd.
Houston, TX 77083

Dear Bruce:

Good to talk to vou on 3-VII re "Placopollis™ and other matters.
(I believe some sort of descriptive nomenclatural note on P. is called
for. Want to do it together?) If the Cornet & Olsen paper you
deseribed comes out, please include"as an ‘Acknowledg»ment some
version of the followilng:

“"The nalynolozical research for this paper was originally a part
sof thé senior author's Ph.D. thésis at Penn State University and was
supported in part by National Science Foundation grantsGAr36870 £0/ .
Alfred Traversé.'

It all gave me a,headache because 1t reminded me of Dupay's thesis.
After I dreamed up the project and worried myself sick for years about
its funding, etc., the work appeared as ”DunaJ and Figher' with no
reference to Traverse at all. (Except that "New Genus A' was described
as a species traversii of an existing genus.)

Best wishes.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



29 June, 1984
Dr. Bumce Cornet
13567 Portobello Drive
Houston, TX 77083

Dear Bruce:

Thank you very much for phone conversations, the letter of May 25th, and
the palynological data concerning the wells Horner-1 and Bailey-1.

T also Gwuilld like very much to do a joint paper and to exchange information

we've got. However, you are a few steps further from me as far as palynologiecal .

data is concerned.” As it is obvious from the charts you sent me, you did a
nice job concerning the vertical variations of basic spore/pollen groups in
Horner-1 and Bailey-1 and the stratigraphic correlation of these wells.

As I told you by phone, I just began producing palynological data from
about a dozen of the outcrop samples. By now, I have tried to gather all the
geological and palynological info on the Richmond Basin, and have worked on
the palynological processing techniques. Some of these studies will be
published under the title "Sieving techniques used in palynological processing
with specilal reference to the 'MR3' system', and will be presented as a
paper at AASP meeting in October, titled ''Some theoretical and practical
considerations about palynological processing'.

Enclosed is the geologic map of the Richmond Basin compiled from all

the previous work by me. Any of your suggestions are welcome. Let's try
to keep in touch and inform each other about progress on our common gubject.

Yours truly,

Volkan S. Ediger
Ph.D. Candidate

EE/et
encl: Geol. map of Richmond Basin
cec: Prof. Traverse

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



27 June, 1984

Dr. Bruce Cornet
13567 Portobello Drive
llouston, TX 77083 -

Dear Bruce‘ ,

Just got the copy of what you sent Volkan as of 25 May, 1984. It is
good of vou to be so helpful, and we look forward to future cooperation.
Your peneric identiéications were of considerable interest and agree with
what I've seen.

Do you remember the item you called "Placopollis” (P1l. 15, no. 3-4)?
I find a lot of them in some Richmond Samples, and I note that vou've identified
it in your samples, At first I thought they aren't really palynomorphs--
they are variable in size and the walls are very hard to demonstrate.
However, they seem to be stratigraphically very significant and there are
specimens such as you ffture that at least mimie a perfectly good tetrad.
I note that tho' you say it's ''No. 25 in Table II', in fact you omitted No. 25
on the table. Do you remember why? Shouldn't this guy be published?

Best wishes.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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SUPERIOR OIL Cory

Volkan S. Ediger

The Pennsylvania State University

Deike Building

University Park, PA 16802 May 25, 1984

Dear Volkan,

Thank you for your letter of 18 May regarding your work in the Richmond
Basin. From the number of samples you collected I hope you have better results
than I did when I worked the basin for my thesis. I am very interested in the
five well samples, and per our phone conversation, would like to trade data and
slides. The palynological work I have completed on the Horner No. 1 will be
useful to you in correlating the other wells and in developing a better under-
standing of the stratigraphy and facies changes in the basin.

If you need any help in processing samples, send me some cuts. The slides
of the Horner well I sent you via Al were the ones I used for my counts. I am
enclosing some sample count sheets for your understanding of how I zoned the
Horner well. I am also enclosing the distribution graph for the Horner No. 1.
More data will follow as we begin to exchange data and samples. Please Peep these
data confidential, as they represent a lot of work and my competitive edge in
0il exploration in the area.

T would very much like to co-author a paper, with you as senior author, if
you can put your outcrop and well data into the paper. Al can also co-author
with us if he contributes advice and help. I will help you with correlations,
since my experience in and understanding of the basin seems to be ahead of the
competition. I would like you to write or edit the final version and take care
of publication arrangements, etc. Al knows how I hate those hassles. I have
nearly completed an industry report that will be the nucleus of my contribution.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Bruce Cornet
13567 Portobello Dr.
Houston, TX 77083

(713) 530-3183 residence
(713) 531-2203 office

: i | : 12401, Westheimer, Houston, TX.77077-5899.
The Superior Oil Compary Geoscience Laboratory (713) 531-2200
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31 October, 1983

-Dr. Bruce Cornet

Superior 0il Co. Se 7 B A
Geo-Science Lab, 12401 Westheimex Rd, S (W T 1]
Houston, TX 77077 ) ; = RN

.Dear Bruce"

7, This is to acknowledge receipt of the 29 slides from the Hornetr
Well, which have been checked out to Volkan Bdiger. - Also, the beautiful
Permian slides from Africa were received and are already being used
by 423 students. However, could you tell me a little more than "ﬂermian ?
Angthing would help ("Late Permian"‘ whatever)

_Good to hear from you. Thanks again for Ehe slides.‘ All the best.

Yours very truly,

> " f = b : Alfred Traverse
ks b WY S5 : Professor of Palynnlogy
i b u.h \ﬁ - \ - " - .{“ . . L | \
. ) * 1 ~ 3 1;"' R -
AT/et . 3

o
-
-

Hunt Institute for Botanical Decumentation



e

8 April, 1983

Dr. Bruce Cornet

Geo-Science Lab, Superior 6il Co.
12401 Westheimer Rd.

Houston, TX 77077

Dear Bruce:

Thanks for your kind letter of 31 March. Bad news, though--
the GSC slide was shattered all over the place. Funny—the other
package had the HNR #1 slides all stacked together in a small box.
Apparently they supported each other, and all of the slides were 100%
This supports my previous observation that the only safe method for a
single slide is a small, sturdy box with styyofoam "worme" surrounding
the slide on all sides. A padded envelope does not protect suffieiently
against compression-—probably this envelope was under a huge box at
some point. Anyway, I have glued the pieces to a slide, and await
instructions—it's pretty bad. The HNR #1 slides are not mentioned
in the letter but I presume are for Volkan--I have turned them over to
him.

Your 1ist for Fownes llead slide seems to have the same story pretty
much as my previous collections there. However, does this come from the
M.Sc. thesis material I mentioned over the phone? (See enclosed copy of
letter). The professor from McMaster said that his student had sent
you some stuff. This slide is from a GS5C-Jon Bujak-locality. Please
clear up this point for me.

All the best.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentatlon
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.23 April, 1982

Dr. Bruce Coraat

GCeminoll Ine.

One Allen Center, Suite 1000
Houston, TX 77002

Dear Bruce:

I just stumbled on the enclosed. My memory is spotty on this,
but I am pretty sure they came from you originally. If so, can you
tell me what they were part of? From what sources did you‘compound'
the info, etc., ete.?

All the best. We're working away on the Triassic and other
things.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology: ' «

AT/et
encl
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GEMINOIL, INC. Telephone
One Allen Center (713) 651-7875
Suite 1000 TWX
Houston, Texas 77002 910-881-2694

6. Chronology and duration of diagenetic and tectonic events for the

Richmond Basin (based in whole or in part on well information).

7. Hydrocarbon potential of the Richmond Basin.

If there are any questions concerning the proprietary nature of any
information, please contact us. Remember, after a year from the time the
writing of a thesis has commenced, all information becomes public. The only
time you need be concerned about including information in a talk or public-
ation is before that year has passed.

Please sign both copies and return one copy to me.

Yours truly,

Gt 2N

Dr. Bruce Cornet, President

I, Dr. Alfred Traverse, agree to the terms set forth in this agreement:

Name: M/ZW Date: a A o R

/
V\Q«.«Jﬂ(gdﬁaww e SRS

Witness:




23 September, 1981 AL

Dr.  Bruce Cornet

Geminoil Inc..

One Allen Center, Suite 1000°
Houston, TX 77002

‘Dear Bruce:

As you know, the sémple boxes did come, and I would like to
express profemnd thanks., I have a coupleood new Ph.D. students.
What would you think of my getting one of them into the Richmond
Basin?

Your motlier phoned me the other night to tell us how thrilled
she 1s about your present ventures. She seemed a little annoyed
with me that I too wasn't just "glowing", but I should have emphasized
more that I had been sound asleep (if was 10:30 p.m. our time).
Algo, it is true that I have mixed emotions. Unquestionably your
. commercial ventiires will mean that some things will be back-burnered,
at ‘least for a while. /Not so? However, I noted with pleasure how
happy you are, and thdt did please me, of course.

Thanks again fér the samples., Let me have your reactions
to proposal in paya. 1. \Best wishes, as ever.

L
i X Corxdially,

I /

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynoligy

AT/et /i
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President |
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11 August, 1981

Dr. Bruce Cornet

c/o Dr. W. €. Elsik
Exxon Company, U.S.A.
P.0. Box 2189
Houston, TX 77001

Dear Bruce:

When I got back from Europe recently there was a message on
my desk, "contact Bruce Cornmet”. But I haven't the slightest idea how
to do it--so am casting this bread on the water and hoping for the
best! Naturally, I am wondering whether it's about "Alfredospora"
(fond hope!), Sanmiguelia, or buying oil shares (rumor I heard) .

Often think of you, old friend. Am off to Australia (God and
the air traffie controllers willing) tomorrow for IBC. Back cilrca
1 'September.

All the best!
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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AND BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR
Loewe,

BRUCE CORNET



31 July, 1980

Dr. Bruce Cornet

Gulf Research & Development Co.
P.0. Box 36506 (North 1207)
Houston, TX 77036

Dear Bruce:

I enclose all of the materials re your paper, exactly as I

presented it--I wanted you especially to see the few changes
I made during my preparations in Cambridge--mostly brief dele-
tions where I wasn't sure I could see what I was supposed to see--

and, of course, the addition re your NW Texas material. God knows
what mutual friend®might say ‘to you re my presentation , but
I think I did a good job! The only negativd comments made there
were that it's time for you to publish some of your data and
ideas (Hughes, for example, sald so very forcefully), so that
they can be considered formally. I really have to agree.. (W.
Klaus has written me to congratulate me on having such a dis—
tinguished formstr student!)

The trip to UK was fun and very educational and very ex-
pensive! Now we're trying to dig out from under. Without either
ICP presidency or the parish, I might make it:

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl: slides, MS



21 March, 1980 .

Dr. Bruce Gornet ‘ T
Gulf Research & Development- ,
P.0. Box. 36506 (North 120?) '

< Houston, TX - 7(03§ B

Dear Bruce.

= - These photos and negaﬁivea sbowed up the other
doy--I didn't think I should throw them awey. I1'll
‘let you deeide. Have you ‘priced fossil fish lately?
You and Nick missed your calling. 2

Best wishes. ﬁ;ftm

Yoﬁrd veéy truly,
Alfred Traverse

"Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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.‘_J,Gollege of Agriculture and Life Sci

NEW YORK STATE NEW YORK STATE
e.s College of Arts and Sciences College of Veterinary Medicine

Cornell University

Division of Biological Sciences

Section of Botany, Genetics & Development
Plant Science Building
Ithaca, New York 14853

1 April 1980

Dr. Bruce Cormet

Gulf Research & Development Co.
Houston Technical Services Center
P.0. Box 36506

Houston, TX 77036

Dear Bruce:

Thank you for the xeroxes of the Oxford Clay pollen. They are truly
spectacular! While not a palynologist, I can appreciate your superb tech-
nique as well as the implications of finding pre-Cretaceous angiospermid
pollen grains.

I have enclosed a reprint of an article which in part discusses some
of my thoughts on angiosperm evolution (please check pp. 50-62, 62-68).
We take the 'hdditive view'" to angiosperm evolution, namely that characters
may have evolved out of phase during the initial portions of their evolu-
tion (see p. 53). Quite frankly, I do not know precisely what your data
really signify:? Two possibilities clearly come to mind: (1) the angio-
sperm sister group was pre-Cretaceous and developed microgametophytes of
an angiosperm-like nature before other characters, or (2) gymnosperms
paralleled the pollen grain evolution of the angiosperms in the Jurassic.
Neither of these two are mutually exclusive, and perhaps the only way to
logically resolve the question is to seek out the presence of other angio-
sperm characters in the Jurassic.

These are only first impressions of yéur data and I would be pleased to
respond to arguments, data or speculation as you see fit. Let me, however,
encourage you to pursue your research in this area, which is truly fascinating.

With kind regards,

7y

Karl Niklas
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enC]- e
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5_Fébrﬁary, 1980

Dr, Bruce Cornet AR {2 i
Gulf Reseakch & Development Co.
P.0. Box 86506 (North 1208)
Houston, TX 77036 - N

Dear Bruce:

Do you have knowledge of any summer employment pos-—
gibilities for an outstanding recent bacheloxr's graduate?
I have a gtudent here now, Martin Farley, who will be getting
hig bachelor's degree in May. He is one of our top graduates -
for the last few years, and will be going to graduate school
somewhere in the fall. It would be very helpful to him %o
get some practical summer experience if one of the oml com-
panies could employ him as a summer helper. Perhaps you'll
find time to let me know if Gulf has any such opportunities.
Mr. Parley is writing most of the o1l companies the usual
exploratory letter, but I have know from the past that fre- .
quently nothing much Bhppens as a result of such letters,
g0 it would be helpful if you could explore the situation in
Houston. : ' : , ,

I'm also looking forwarg to hearing more about Alfredo-
spora (Alfredopo;;ia?), and hope you've made some progress on
that. By the way, there is no reason why it can't be spora
inséead of pollis, despite the fact that the entity itself may

be @ pollen grain. Best wishes as always.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
"~ Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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7 January, 1980

Dr. Bruce Cornet

Gulf Research & Development Co.
P.0. Box 36506 (North 1207)
Houston, TX 770%6 :

Dear Bruce:

I enclose a xerox copy of a letter from Klags--
answer to an earlier one of mine. Perhaps you should
respond directly. It would bypass the headaches you
will have with Palynology.

All the best for 1980.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
encl: xerox of Klaus letter
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29 November, 1979

Dr. Bruce Gornet e R
Gulf Research & Develonment Gof'
P.C. Box 36506 {Horth 1207)
Hous+on, FLANTIOB6 Ty :

.

' Dear Bruce: ‘
- How serious were you about making Dunay 8 "New ‘Genus A"

8 new genas (Alfredospoxa)? Do you have emough specimens

to produce a comuent pgper on: the dealie, with the nomen- - fek

clatural change ineluded? If g0, T believe I can get it pushed

through in J. of P.. T Weuld greatly en;oy tha llttle goke.

Day after Thanksgiang your "gx! droppad in on the way to
State College to visit a friend. I% wes good to see her.
Also was rnod to ses you in Dallas, '

Yours very truly,
Alfved Treverse ,

Professor of Palynology

AT/et

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

T



23 October, 1979
Br ¢ Bruce Cdrnet
Gulf Research. & Development Co.
J" O- BOX 36506
Houston, TX 77036
Dear Bruce:
Thought you'd like to see this. That statement
on pp. 89-90 is iritating!
See you in Dallas.
Yours very truly,
Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology
\
A
AT/Bt \
encl: copy of letter to Dunay My
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3 Ugtover, 99707

Dz, Brucn Cornety '
Gulf Rezearch & Dpvelopment Co.
PaU, bou 36506

Houqton, TX 77036

Dear Briuce:

.+ . The Donna Roberts sbout yphouw yon phoned revrwq“nted
some sort of a very fency employment mgency tryine to find
a8 stratigrephic palvn010;1"+‘vlth experience, She geked
. 4f I kneyw one who would contemplete a change {rom his
present employer, and I mentioned you, but cautioned her
very stermly not to call you at your place of employment or
oftherwvice t¢ Jjeopérdize your position there. T made no
promises for you at 2ll,. but 1t geemed to me someéthing vou
might want to look in on, and I didn't want to gueer that
- poseibility Por you. Hope it wag oll right. See you in
Dallas. , -

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverae
Professcr of Falynology

AT /et
Hunt.lnstitute for B
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Gulf Resgarch & ﬂevé]onment Co;
Pioo 4..0 65‘(}6

Dear Bruce"

: ; ¢hankb for tre b:rth&ay sregbidgs. dorry T yad new’
‘presentin verson to receive: them. Intereating Lo hiear of
new surns dn’you liue. O roourge, i We aRilY, ove. Jivavy, 'l
t00,’ and arereerry it dldn'H w*rk puty :

Cne of ny current;underﬁr&ds wag loclking  for
special etudies project, and I gave him sore of the Tay-
lorsville senples Trowm Weeme to work on) referving him’
to your‘theﬂis.' : Gat,

Can. y¥ou give me ha reference to dgems thesin (yodr
thesis does not refersnce one) if there is one? Detter yet,
do you have a nurregt address for eems, ap T could get ‘
in touch? :

Hoping you can help, i
' Yours very truly,

Alfred TraVﬂrﬂ

1Profssser of Palynalog?

AT/et

Hu.u Instr' tedor Botanlcai Documentatlon
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/ ey 18 July, 1979

Dr. Bruce Cornet , Ak
Gulf Research & Development Co.
P.0. Box %6506 :
Houston, TX 77036

Dear Bruce: . " /

Thanks forsgours of X #ﬁlyb-cama while I was on &
(non-professional) trip to New Brunswick to visit relatives
(including the Evans family with whom you onge over-nighted
in Woodstock=--they now live/near St. John).

The Bock books are on their way to youw. | Thanks for the
230.00. Those heirs of WB were idiots to destroy all the

books ! \

Don't worry about the Cousminer thing.(I am going %o

be funded it appears.) I mentioned it to emphasize that I
wasn't bu#«or line in being concermed at the %ime¢ about
the "legk”. Harry is a good, personal friend whom I like
very muchi) | P |

d ” a i j ." Vi | ‘ '\ .

~ T agree re the idea of some joint papers on ‘the Newark

Supergroup and will be in touch before too long about some
of that. T would not regard it as ethical %o do otherwise,
if I amjso/lucky as to get some publijcatiors out:

Now for spme (unsolicited, I know) Dutch-uncle sdvice-—
your "angiospermoid pollen" evidence is fascinating, but don't
muddy your contributions' re bioetratigxaﬁﬁ§”5$Eﬁﬁ%%ling\the
two things. The angio bit is highly chntroversial--and,) in
my opinion, you gre Susceptible to the oriticiem that you.
have been-a tad extravagant in your clsims. On the other \
hand, your detailed palynostratigrsphic work is and was a |\
fine contribution and should be published whether the angio-
spermoid .stuff, is or ned. " (Jim Doyle %old me in Ottaws that'
Yéu.hagﬁ got. something lout in some offpeat journsl--do I get
a copy? ' g AN | \

| ! o/ it |
{ '\ \

If you were here I can imagine gur havwing a good arm-
waver about &1l of this! But pleasd remembey that I have |
always bden your friend and have wanted you Ho put your best
foot fOrwaré fo that your true worth would be recognized. I
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"Cornet, PZ. 2

don't want you to have to found your own‘aournal and buy a .
printing press, ag has happened to several acquaintances of
mine of whom you at times remind me too much!

A1l the best. Let me hear more about araceous Hquiseto-~ :

sporites! (Une problem is that most araceous forms haye little

sporopollenln.)
3,

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et

— == ey



Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



. 20 June, 1979
Dr. Bruce Cornet

Gul? Resesrch & Development Co.

Houston Technicel Hervices Center

P.0. Box 36506 :

Houston, TX 77036 ‘

Dear Bruce:

Thanks for return of the library book. EKHowing you as I do,
I essume that you xeroxed her from stem to stern! Did I tell you
that Bock's heirs disnosed of the stock of back copies as waste
paper? Ouch.

I have, a8 the result of considerable detective work, come
~up with one additional copy each of "The American Triassic Flora...."
and "Systematics of Dichotomy....". If you're interested, 1'l1l sell
you the ga%r for the purchsse price I paid, plus phone calls to find
them, for $30.00 postpaid. ,

I just weviewad a proposel by Couvsniner that overliaps,nearly
undercuts, uine to work on the Jurassic-iriassic of North America
with Sid Ash. Couaminer's b;gg%ag selling point 'is "all the ma-~
terial he has from Commet's doetoral work". 1 hope we have as
good! I remember that you didn't understand at the time why I
was concerned about the shipments to Cousminer.

Hope you continue on an upward course.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse*
Professor of Palynology

AT/et *didbated by AT, signed in his absadpe

P.8, Dear Bruce: Thanks so much for the prompt and thorough reply
to my inquiry about your slides, etc. IShouif do the job.
| - {

T 1. Betty

tINSttuie. tor botanical rpocumentaton

LUl e G S EIRAY
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3 THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 16802

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences - Area Code 814

Department of Geosciences b.@ iy drer g

Palynological Luboratories . 865-2342

5 June, 1979

Dr. Bruce Cornet

Gulf Research & Development Co.
P.0. Box 36506 (liorth 1207)
Houston, TX 77036

Dear Bruce:

At last I am accessioning your slide and residue col-
lection you made for us before you left. For the most part
I was able to match up the slides and residues with the card
file and also (more important) with actual locations described
in your thesis. I added significant page numbers from the thesis
to the cards so we can identify the samples easily. Thank you
very much for making things easy for us for the most part.

. However, I do have questions about some of the slides.
Aot hﬁu%ﬁ%ﬂ? listed in Section 1 below represent labelled
slidegiwhic Could not match up with cards. Could you please
identify them? I realize that many (e.g. the very first one)
are very thoroughly labelled, but I still don't know just what
collecting locations they represent, so cannot match them up
with reéstéses—ex pages in the thesis. I could have guessed on
quite a few, but didn't want to risk mistakes.

Section 1 Questions
(211 notations are direct gquotes from slides)
Movacaesarea Group

1) upper Towaco Fm, VWestern edge basin, Ngrth of Watchun
) Bg@z 25.75 R 4l0 RRV-Tow a,.,.ﬂu,% .-da.«uyﬂéﬁqdw /00/5044 Pﬁm

2) Newark 1\'TJ §3i £ 367 SPAS-234

1" 1 3 It 1t e
Zg Jacksonwald RT 562, Loder A-3, 9-25-T75 S'L,..Jﬂ' Agéf/etw; OU?!_ZM é?‘:; ,,67"‘
Metlar's 00 elow Lamlnlte, New B sw1ck NJ 9-22-7

at] . fdc% 0/5-% Call jé!im /

1S m‘f}( e /Qﬁvmm/a

b5, WO, YH botl ud fro ‘Z M el .zpm ,

Hew 0xfd. Fm, York Haven, PA (incidently,
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Cornet, pg. 2

Taylorsville Group

A5 ( fdte prooddh sencs, @illseud <opg

4) K'b 07’ I /,007/ S wﬁ wap. Thal <s /4
Chatham Group J /4[ /}/a.&/ 4 2l g c% / &Zé / ,e;ebmd
1) Deep River H. Carolina HU-17190% Hmﬂc/%w— 9"‘“7"4/42?‘2‘2‘%?
Culpeper Broup [ el Fon. /"’""“’éjég /3‘&51[”&:4

3) Thoroughfare Gap, Cotlett's Branch CTB €<—P.4% WER
2) Milbrook Quarry #3 €—[° 44 . MBK

Richmond Basin fn / éé kwdﬂﬁ'dwé&/%

1) Blackheath coal nine underclay of st coal, richpgnd Basin
Tributary Falling Creek MNeeu—loc e v Thedes, “hy ROLacer.
2) Dictyopyge fish beds, Richmond Basin, Barren Beds in Boscabel Quarry

Haz:-’cfo:cdr:.)l‘Bgss—:{—zw_Co_M perT "C/ IST P, line 8)
1) NG INTER — s@ 7JaM LAAJM AM@%A/j

YAy 1 ke (73 S (nzay
2 gg%cT Gullford G unt?erciay 8-23 ?4; 2 m‘fﬂ o /:1; l_)
ggﬂ?lt “ ' [ /EM
B

SOIL aj_/ﬂ'lﬂﬁm i w
BLS 23ABE&— Remd < mu,%e_zzu.«.clomw fIq. .fms‘“wa/a,m

XL B8 X fahe bl ¥ i g 4
SSCL) LS r . B o
Hadley, Ma, Portland Fm HADOO1l-3 Yale Specimen, fa#gvei;@ talriv qu

% LTWMDK at& n a.e%.mF*f_S'mﬂuyaz,

g1y, LT @8 11 (2H, It €9, It f6) Lt (Y, LT €3, IT {7), 1T {0Y)
section 2 '“LT_ /a?’ﬁ_Co/areJ r:_/cu’oé&

Other questions Dk dmk

Taylorsyille Group BSi= Ba&ﬂ,dgéééﬁw (no#«? mode @)
Is M' the same as M'b‘?ri-ﬁé: T[az% 5/ Aafwr: a—m%

Culpeper_ Group At ; e, loe

HH':—'I—-'I—-'I—’!—NDOD'—QG\\J'I-P-\N
S e e e S A

Does WED (on slideg§) = W EB (on cards, res:.due, thesis)? There are
no slides labelled WEB and no , thesis location labelled

WED{ p qué‘) Alies L CTG /2,, CoTledl s Breiad, .

@—_— Wwa«‘éuw.a/aéd_
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Cornet, pg. 3 . ‘

Richmond Basin

There are six slides with no cards or residues labgelled as.follows:
Richx-l@d Basin, Rt. 6, #12a{2) #123.{%, #121 #12b5 #12c-4)
these fit into thesis? sy Z
#12¢c How do ’q se fit into thesis? | Wi A V8a .

LA, ’ Tliiqiehaaas /aﬁfawlag }Z:’"’M
Hzartford Basin : Ya . ‘ . Gia 6,_C \
Does P1=PL1‘?;;$ A ‘ere W%ﬂfj%j

Does PL=PL17?
Does SMF "top" and/or "near top" = SMF 127 csz

That should do it. I hope you can figure out what I want.
Perhaps some of the slides and residues have no location numbers
and/or letters referable to the thesis. There is no real rush
on this. I decided to sort the collection and make a permanent
1ist when Carmen Taverz wanted to borrow some of the slides and
had some questions about referability to thesis locations.

I was very distressed to hear about you and Ginny. Living
is full of too many stresses these days.

Yours very truly,

Betty Zravers e

floper T it et
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31 May, 1979

Dr. Bruce Cornet o -

. @Gulf Research & Development Co.
2,0, Box 36506 (Noxrth 1207)
Houston, TX 77036 iy 198

Dear Bruce;

Thanks for yours of 26 April. I very much regret it
hes taken so long to answer it, but the month of May 4is one
of the two worst in the year, as you may remembex he other
one obviously is December!). Too bad about the divores.

You sound a8 if you were resigned to it. It's just that it's
hard for us to imagine yoy two apart.£Glad that you were
able to get what you wanted out of the Bock Wook and that

1t will be "returned to sender" one of these daya.

Sorry about the rejection of your paper on angiospermold
pollen. 1I'11l bet that if you had ms around as your rectifier
ati1l we could get 2 couple of things out about all of that!
On the other hand, that would probably be hard on your nerves
and mine,

That was fun about the Cedar Rapids "Cormets". Since
you sent me that clipping, I have been noticing other used of
the word cornet in titles such as that of a rock group around

here. Hang in here.
Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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gi2 Februafy, 1979

Dr, Bruce Cornet )
Gulf Research & Development Co.
P.0. Box 36506 (North 1207)
Houston, TX 77036

Dear Bruce:

| T oam sending youmunder'separate cover the library's
copy of Bock's book you wanted.

There has been this delay because I was to give a
lecture a4 U. of PA in Philadelphia last Monday, and I was
sure I could turn up a copy of the book for you. However,
my hosts at Penn had had the same thought 2nd had failed
utterly. There are no copies at the Academy except in the
library, and Professor “Pprefferkorn had not succeeded in
finding any itrace of Bock's uaterials in North Wales. Hmm.

I wvould like you to send the book back to me, not °
to the library.

I think of you often--especially when I talk of the
mahy interests we hed in common. £11 the best,

Yours very truly,

Al fred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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Qullf Roscarch Develeopmmeont GCe-

HOUSTON TECHNICAL SERVICES CENTER

P. O. Box 36506
Houston, TX 77036

19 December 1978
Mr. David Davies, Editor for NATURE

Mcmillan Journals Ltd.
4 Little Essex Street
London WC2R 3LF England

Dear Mr. Davies,

Bakker makes a statement about the Newark Supergroup in his article on
"Dinosaur feeding behavior and the origin of flowering plants' (Nature 274, 661-
663, 1978) which is incorrect and misleading. He states on page 661 that "...
no trace of angiosperms has been found among the Newark pollen and leaf floras."
James W. Walker and I have a manuscript in preparation on rare but diversified
angiospermoid pollen from Newark rocks of Carnian, Norian, and Rhaetian age.
Bakker's acknowledgement of James Doyle, who has been well aware of our work for
about four years, and who has referenced my abstract on these discoveries (Doyle,
1978, Cour. Forsch. - Inst. Senchenberg, 30: 54-61), makes such a statement
potentially irresponsible.

Would it be possible for you to publish in NATURE my comment and reply to
Bakker's paper? I have enclosed a brief article with plate that will adequately
explain our discoveries, and set the stage for the release of more detailed

information.

Yours sincerely,

[Seceen

Bruce Cornet
Senior Geologist and Paleopalynologist

sUBSIDIARY OF GULF DIL CORPORATION
7\ ?
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19. Schuurman, W.M.L., Rev. Palaeobot. and Palyn. 23, 159-253 (1977).
20. Olsen, P.E, & Galton, P M. Science 197, 983-986 (1977).
21. Doyle, J.A, Pollen et Spores 17, 429-486 (1975).

Figure 1 Angiospermoid pollen from the upper Vinita Beds, Richmond Basin, VA,

a, trisulcate sp. 4, oblique distal view, 57 mu long; b, trisulcate sp. 4, oblique
proximal view showing coarse reticulum and prominent columellae, 56 mu long; c,
trisulcate sp. 4, oblique proximal view, 47 mu long; d, monosulcate sp. 6, proximal
view, 46 mu long; e, monosulcate sp. 1, oblique lateral view, 45 mu long; f, mono-
sulcate sp. 1, oblique distal view showing operculum, 44 mu long; g, monosulcate
sp. 16, proximal view, 35 mu long; h, monosulcate sp. 16, proximal view showing
columellae under reticulum, 32 mu long; i, monosulcate sp. 16, oblique apical
view, 24 mu in diam.; j, trisulcate sp. 7, showing four sulci with a suggestion

of a fifth one, 36 mu long; k, trisulcate sp. 7, apertures in tricolpate config-
uration, note manner of attachment, each grain 31 mu long.
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4 December, 1978
: x

Dr., Bruce Cornet \
Gulf Research & Development Co
P.0. Box 36506 (North 1207)
Houston, TX 77036

Dear Bruce:

This will be an altogether too brief answer to your
delightful letter of 20 November. I am putiing great
hopes on the outcome of the matters mentioned in paragraph
three,

It was fun to hear about your having been at the
Northeastern Paleobotanical leeting earlier this fall, I
am sure I would have enjoyed being there myself and wish
it had been posgsible. I did in fact consider it, but just
having returned from almost two weeks absence made it not
feasible. TYou are right regarding ignorance of palynology
among megafossil paleobotanists~-though it is certainly
not universal. Leo Hickey would surprise you with how much
he knows! The shoe fits on the other foot as well, however.
Yost of our paleopalynological friends, particularly in the
0il compenies, know ncthing at all about plants, fossil or
recent.

You are a good friemd, Bruce, and I will always look
forward to our meetings, as infrequent as they probably will
have to be now that we live so far apart. I especially ap-
preciate your support regarding the lesozoic work here and
hope that funding and students develop to make it possible
for the things to go on. DBest wishes to you for the holiday
season,

Yours very truly,

Al fred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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15 November, 1978

e Bruce Cornet

GeRY Research & Development Co.
P. 0. Box 36506

Houston, TX 77036

Dear Bruce:

Thanks for your help with the proposall! I enclose
a copy of it for your files. At this stage it of course
should not be circulated.

It was good to see you ir Phoenix and especially to
share a Mexican dinner with you at Exxon's expense!

I have thought much about your current difficulties and
can only reiterate the good advice I gave youp-get some
counselling, I suppose University of Houston or one of
the other Houston outfits has a family councilling service. My
experience with such cénters through my parish has been
good. They are not expensive.

Fritz Cramer spent two days here on the way back to
Spain, and left =8 indelible print!

All the best.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

encl: copy of proposal (gonfidential)
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.1 Septembér, 1978

Dr: Bruce Cornet -

Gulf Regearch & Development Co.
P.0. Box 36506 (North 1207)
Houston, TX 77036

Dear Bruce:

I just read your paper with Olsen and others in the
current number of Science. It is certainly a fine job
and reflects well on you. It does remind me, however, to
ask whether yon intend to get your thesis published. in the
fairly near future--some sort of a monograph—uthqt cer-
tainly should be accomplished.

By the way, I'm sorry I hagd to cut you off on the
phone the other day. ~It just was not personally con—

venient &t that moment to go on. I was enjoying the
conversation. ' Best wishes. '

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT /et



9 August, 1978

Dr, Bruce Cornet . ;
Gulf Research & Development Co.
P, 0. Box 36506 e
Houston, TX 77036

Dear Bruce:

Your letter of 11 July arrived while I was on a two-week
vacation with Betty. When I got back on 21 July, I left im-
mediately for University of Toronto toywork with Geoff Norris
on ICP business for a few days. Now I'm back at the o0ld desk
trying vainly to clear it before getting down to some practiecal
work. (& bad d@se of poison ivy on my arms from some work in my
woods last Saturday is not helping much.) : :

Ag you know, 1 have been a €ornet-watcher for gquite a. few.
yearsy; and L think I. understand you pretty well. I have found
you to be very stimulating, incredibly productive, very head-
strong and very' éapable. I am not at all suvprised that Gulf
“ 1s making good wuse of your abilities,’ I only pray tha+t Gulf
has less red tape and bureaucracy than Shell beceuse you would
have had a fight with some minor "book"-quoting official at
Shell, I'm sure. I can'?t iragine a man more likely to produce
good results on an important problem than you--nor one more
likely to blow it all by telling some critical person to go to
hell. (Maybe we're a lot alike!)

Now, as to your materialas on 7angiospermoid-pollen?--1 have
read the text and locked at the pictured, and 1 feel that you
have made a really interesting contribution--and, after all,
the conventional approaches have done very little good: Why
not be unconventional under the circumstances? 1 am therefore
prejudiced in your favor.

However, you asked for opinions, so 1'll tell you that it
seems axiomatic that if you're presenting a very controversial
idea, you should present your facts conservatively. It is un-
fortunate that you don't, because it gives vour opponents an
unfortunately easy target to shoot your idea down because of
presentation of your facts. At the moment, I don't have time to
go into great detail, but as examples:

1. It is startling to say that Spathiphyllum produces
Eguisetosporites pollen as you do in & couple of places on p. 3
o% your letter to Rickey. Burely you don't mean that literally.

— ‘ ¢ ) Otanl : )OC1]| |’Qiﬁ



Cornet, pg. 2

2. You say (100. cit. ) that tricolpate pollen may be
(reduced) polyplicate--but surely the orientation of colpi is
wrong for such a 31mple idea?

& o NS 1 2--you say all fipured specimens are from
Vinita bedq, but two are admittedly "hypothetlcal“

- 4. Thgures Al-A2 and associated text are nractlcaliy ‘
all theoretical and .therefore prejudlce youf pollen picture, which
is based on facts.

‘ Sars on elso seernl determined to get chkey 8 dire up

" (eae"you didn't have the benefit of my discoveries.s..etc.").
That's too bad, because the truth is that your emphasis of. the
Aracease should endear you to him--it is right down his alley!
{But' if the Araceae were basic, how on earth did vessel-less
angiogperms get that way? The wood problem is really a bad one
for you and for Hickey's "riparian weed" hypothe51s.-

Oh well, I've.got to get on with it, and I mostly want.to

thank you for a very etlmulqtlng letter and data, ‘which I'll
treapure! (Good for ny anglosperm 1nctures 1n evolution class

this failll)

Whatdya mean, the ICP dicture was flattcrlngO " Humph.
Thanks re 8.8. rebuttal. Greebtings to Gimny. Re house-purchases:
it doesn't help to wait if you have the down payment. Inflation
seems now to he world poliecy.

A1l the hest.
Yours very twuly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT/et
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HOUSTON TECHNICAL SERVICES CENTER

P. O. Box 36506
Houston, TX 77036

25 May 1978
Dr. S.A.J. Pocock
Imperial 0i1 Limited
Exploration Service & Research
339 - 50 Avenue South East
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2G 2B3

Dear Stanley,

Thank you for your letter of 4 May, which provides some helpful suggestions
and critical observations.

I, too, have extensively worked with the Corollina group, as I am sure you
are aware. In addition ta pollen, I have studied megafossils of ovuliferous
cone scales from the Liassic portion of the Newark Supergroup. Some scale-
seed complexes approach angiospermy almost to the degree that Corollina exine
structure does (see enclosures). One specimen of an ovuliferous scale (Fig.
I11:5E-F) is carbonized, i.e. it is beautifully preserved in three dimensions
(retreived from sieving a loose shale). Aside from its black color, I can see
cuticular detail and stomata on its surface. A mature(?) seed developed within
an enclosed pouch, access to which was limited to a stigma-like opening on the
adaxial side of the scale. The maturing seed grew to the point of exceeding
the size of its pouch, rupturing its walls, and fragmenting part of the scale.
No part of the seed can be seen protruding through the stigma-like opening

_(that doesn't prove that the ovule didn't protrude). Perhaps pollen Tanding on

the stigma-like flap germinated there, sending its pollen tube through the
opening to the ovule. If pollen were not drawn into a micropylar chamber, but
germinated outside the ovary, either on scale tissue or on integumentary
extensions of the ovule, the resemblance to certain angiosperm systems of
fertilization (e.g. Tamarix) would be indeed close. Coincidentally, the vege-
tative shoots of Tamarix resemble those of many Cheirolepidaceae (including

Frenelopsis).

The wide variation in adaptive strategy of cone scales associated with
leafy shoots of Brachyphyllum and Pagiophyllum in the Newark suggest considerable
experimentation with seed dispersal and fertilization for Newark Corollina
producers. Because of extreme conservatism of vegetative parts, wood, and pollen,
niche distinction must have been a problem. Gametophytic or sporophytic in-
compatibility of pollen landing on the wrong cone would have decreased hybrid-
jzation of closely related species, thereby promoting evolutionary trends which
would eventually reduce competition and maintain niche distinction.

The Cheirolepidaceae represent a highly successful group of gymnosperms,
which may owe their success to adaptibility to edaphic conditions characteristic

guEsIDIARY OF GULF Ol CORPORATION
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Figure III:5.

Possible fragment of ovulifercus scale, #ER018, Zast Rounc
Top. lac. (ERL), Feltville Fm., Washington Valley Member, K.J.

Bract? to seed cone possibly bearing seeds ke ET R 5ENES
#ERO14, East Round Top loc. (ERT), Feltville Fm., Washingzon
Valley Member, N.dJ.

"Schizocarp” consisting of two winged seeds possibly embecded
in ovuliferous scale, which fits well into bract? in Fig. 3,
B, #ER085, East Round Top loc. (ERT), Feltville Fm., Washiag-
ton Valley Member, N.J. '

Ovuliferous scale-bract-seed complex consisting of a circular
thin ovuliferous scale, fused in part with a larger bract.
which projects above scale; two seeds occupy a central posi-
tion, supported by a pair of funiculi; each seed appears i3
possess its own micropylar projection adjacent to attachmeant
of funiculi, vascular trace in biack; distally sseds appez-
as a single ridged seed, hemispherical in shape, #ER012,
ER013, East Round Top loc. (ERT), Feltville Fm., Washingteca
Valley Member, N.dJ.

Ovuliferous scale-seed complex consisting of a subtriangulzr
ovuliferous scale with basal abaxial attachment scar (to
bract) and adaxial flap to internal pouch containing one
mature seed; a single ovoid sesd has matured to the point of
rupturing the scale; fragments of scale cuticle cling to
seed, cuticle on scale papillate to verrucate (proximally).
cuticle missing on parts of scale; seed glossy and finely
grooved; seed-scale complex beautifully preserved in three
dimensions but black; this illustration abaxial side, Midliznd
loc. 6 in Licking Run, between basalt flows in Liassic strzta
of Culpeper Basin. Also found at East Round Top loc. (ERT],
Feltville Fm., N.J.

Adaxial side of same seed-scalzs complex showing flap to poich.
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Figure I11:6.

MnseuZostroﬂus sp. 1, globular type, papillate cutic1e, #ERQO3,
East Round Top loc. (ERT), Feltville Fm., Washington Valley
Member, N.d. -

Masceulostrobus sp. 2, elliptical type, faintly papillate cuti-
cle, thick woody scales with distict shoulders, #ER006, East
Round Top loc. (ERT), Feltville Fm., Washington Valley Member,
N.J. .

Masculostrobus sp. 3, globular type, papillate cuticle with
rounded to baculate papillae; this cone contains Coroilina
meyeriana pollen, well preserved cone in three dimensions,
Midland Toc. 6 in Licking Run, (MID-6), Culpeper Basin, Va.

Masculostrobus sp. 4, globular type, smooth? cuticle, similar
in size to cone attached to Pagiophyllum sp. 6 in Fig. 6, E,
#ERO1T, East Round Top Toc. (ERT), Feltville Fm., N.J.

Masculostrobus sp. 4, globular type, smooth? cuticle, attached
to leafy shoot of Pagiophyliwn sp. 6 with papillate cuticle,
fine grooves faintly present on some leaves and cone scales;
preserved more in three dimensions than Fig. 6, D, -
#ERO08, ER0D9, East Round Top loc. (ERT), Feltville Fm., Wash-
ington Valley Member, N.J.

Masculostrobus sp. 2, elliptical type, faintly papillate dis-
tally, scales sharply pointed, preserved as impression, #ER005,
East Round Top loc. (ERT), Feltville Fm., Washington Valley
Member, N.dJ.



Figure |ll; 6.
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Figure III:7.

Ovuliferous scale-seed? complex with cone scale branch and
and cone axis; ovuliferous scale bilaterally symmetrical with
two circular areas possibly indicating positions of seeds,
proximal surface of one side covered with large spines and
tubercles (shown in part), edge of scale incomplete, possibly
related to Fig. 7, B, Roseland Quarry, unit 10, Towaco Fm.
first gray cycle from top of formation, N.J.

Ovuliferous scale-seed? complex showing nearly complete margin
or wing; similar to Fig. 7, A, but proximal spines smaller,

East Berlin Fm., Interstate 91 road-cut at interchange to Ct. Rt.
9 to Middletown, Ct., top gray cycle in formation.

Bract? possibly belonging to ovuliferous scale in Fig. 7, A,
papillate d1sta11y, A1013m, Roseland Quarry, Towaco Fm.,
top gray cycle in formation, N.J.

Bract? similar to Fig. 7, C, papillate distally, East Berlin
Fm., Interstate 91 road-cut at interchange to Ct. Rt. 9, top
gray cycle in formation.

Ovuliferous scale, reconstructed in part, one lobe isolated
to the left, papillate distally, low papillae and tubercles
proximally on pointed lobes of scale, #RS002, A753m, Roseland
Quarry, Towaco Fm., top gray cycle in formation, N.J.

Bract?, Roseland Quarry, Towaco Fm., top gray cycle in forma-
tion, N.d.



- 478

Figure 1l; 7.



Figure III:8.

Ovuliferous scale, smooth cuticle except for proximal low

tubercles on one side, the other side possessing two ellip-
tical vascular scars of attachment to bract; distal lobes
subdued, with one lobe on abaxial side (with vascular scars)
indicated by dotted line; a cavity or pouch in central par:
of scale presumably held one or two seeds, Holyoke Shoppinz
Center loc. 7 (HOL-7), lowest Portland Fm., Ma.

Ovuliferous scale, smooth cuticle, central part of scale
wrinkled, distal lobes possibly three to four sided, Holyo#=

~ Shopping Center loc. 7 (HOL-7), lowest Portland Fm., Ma.

Ovuliferous scale, smooth cuticle, referrible to Hivmerell-
muensteri, #HRO13, Holyoke Power Co. Dam Loc. en Connectic.c
River, lower Portland Fm., Ma.

Ovuliferous scale, smooth cuticle, three large distal lobes,
two smaller intermediate lobes, #YPMO12, Horse Race on Conr.
River, upper Turners Falls Sandstone, Deerfield Basin, Ma.

Ovuliferous scale, smooth cuticle, #AG001, AGO02, Agawam
Bridge loc. on Westfield River, middle Portland Fm., Ma.




Figure Il 8.
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1 March, 1978 |

Dr. Bruce Cornet

Gulf 0il Tech. Services Center
P.0.. Box 36506

Houston, TX 77036

Dear Bruce:

Good to talk to you on the phone the other day, and,
of course, I very much appreciate your congratulatory
message .

As I told you over the phone, I have been intending
to write you about the short course dinoflagellate mater-
ials which I have assembled in a notebook and have made
good use of in Bio.=-Geo. 423%. I really did appreciate
that nice gesture on your part, and I am sure it will
continue to contribute to the success of the palynolo-
gical program here,

Your suggestion that we consider the cost to you of
the slide duplication plug other costs of the project as
a write-off against the binding and shipping costs for
your thesis is vexry agreeable to us. Best wishes to
Ginny, and thanks again for calling and for the dino-
flagellate assistance!

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT /et



9 June, 1977

Mr, Bructé Cornet

Gulf Research & Development Co.,
P.B., Box 36506

Houston, Texas 77036

Dear Bruces

1 suppose that the two clear—winged sphinx moths
(Hemaris sp.) came from you. I gave them to the Frost
Entomological Mugeum with a note that they came from the
garden at 252 Homan. If that is incorreet, I suppose for
future seilentific accuracy, you should let me know. The
strange millipede, by the way,; is a polydesmid, probably

a species of_peptodesmis.

Now down to some more important things, I will
have the typing corrections done as soon as I get from
you the title page, the acknowledgments, and a "vita'"--
I am afraid I slipped up in not telling you about the
requirement that that be provided for a doctoral dis-
gsertation. It simply should state when you were born,
where, major facts about your education, ete. I enclose
the similar item from Bebout's thesis. The typing is
probably going to be done by Debbie lMyers, but they don't
want to begin until they have everything complete.. I
guess that means we also need the bibliography as well.

Hope that you had a pleeaant trip South and that
2ll is well with you and Ginny in your new endeavor. You
will certainly be missed here! Best wishes.

Yours very truly,

Alfred Traverse
Professor of Palynology

AT /et ' |
encl. Bebout vita \

Al E[
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 16802

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences M, Area Code 814
Department of Geosciences 9 865-6543
Palynological Laboratories %&( &/ 865-2342

P
October 17, 1975
Dr. John F. Sutter
Department of Geology and Minerology
The Ohio State University

Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Dr. Sutter:

Here is hoping that this letter and reprints will reach you before you
leave for Salt Lake City. Your isotopic dates support my palynological data
and Paul Olsen's vertebrate data that the oldest basalts in the Newark Supergroup
are probably Jurassic (at 195 my), as also indicated by previous isotopic and
paleomagnetic data. The youngest strata in the Portland Fm. (more than 11,000
stratigraphic feet above the Hampden basalt; new computations) are probably Middle
Jurassic or younger, since the middle Portland Fm. (4-5,000 stratigraphic feet
above the Hampden) is Pliensbachian or younger, and the Prosauropods and Proto-
suchians in the upper Portland indicate correlation with the Navajo Sandstone
of probable late Liassic-Middle Jurassic age. Thus, we can be reasonably certain
that there are Portland strata at least as young as 170 my (Liassic-Middle Jurassic
boundary). Deformation of the Hartford Group probably started before deposition
had ended, since the upper Pqrtland Fm. appears to be restricted to a smaller
syncline with its own structural relationships in the east-central part of the
Hartford Basin. Thus, your dikes could have been emplaced after the southern
part of the Hartford Basin was deformed (in an area where the Gaillard Graben
and Pomperaug '"Graben'' could be independantly rotated and 'rippled'"), but before
the central part of the basin had been deformed. Also, I must stress that the
Newark Supergroup basins should not be generally called grabens, because strong
evidence is accumulating that few if any of the basins have border faults, except
of course internal grabens such as the Gaillard, etc., from which all good evidence
for border faults in the Hartford Basin has come (See Faill, 1972; MacFadyen et al,
abstract in GSA 1975 Program). Also note in my recent paper with Traverse that
the central part of the Hartford Basin received less sediments during the period
of extrusives, but supports the greatest thickness of Portland.

I hope your talk is received well. I 'will be giving a talk at the "Triassic"
convention in Middletown, CT at Wesleyan Univ. on Nov. 8-9th, which will be an eye
opener, to say the least!

Sincerely yours,

W. Bruce Cornet, Jr.
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. | A
THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY ST i

513 DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 16802

COHege of Earth and Mineral Sciences 7 Area Code 814
Coal Research Section i 865-6544

April 12, 1975
Mr. Neal K. Resch .

5 Hooper Avenue
West Orange, New Jersey 07052

Dear Neal,
Thank you very much for your letter of 5, April and information
about the Second Precinct locality. When we get reprints of our

Geogcience & Man manuscript, we will send you one.

Since I wrote you, but before receiving your letter, Paul
Olsen and I passed the Rt. I-280 locality and examined the tan-
brown sandstone at the base of upward fining red cycles, which we
agssume represents the top of the sequence you proﬁided in your
letter. Based on observed dip we calculated that the grey/black
cycle should outcrop just east of the bridge columns, north abutment,
ag indicated on the accompanying map (area now under wood chips and
ghrubg). I am very appreciative of knowing that your samples came
from a drainage excavation and that pictures were taken. I would
be willing to pay for copies of those pictures, preferably as 3% by
5 inch glossy prints.

You also mentioned that you still have some black samples from
the locality. I would be indebted to you for some of that material,
particularly any grey or greyish black giltstone samples, especially
if they contain small plani fragments. Dr. Baird showed me two
gpecimens from the locality, one of which had several good fossils

of Egtheriella or Cyzicius, the other good megafossil plant leaves



of Brachyphyllum sp.'
As I mentioned in my last letter, the Second Precinct palyno-

flora records part of a very significant floral change in the
Newark Group, which may coincide with or result from climatic change
due to active rifting between North America and Africa. Some major
tectonic activity occurred at about this time, because the base of
strata in the Hartford, Deerfield, and Culpeper Basins stratigraphi-
cally correlates with the zone of floral change in the Newark Basin.
I am giving a talk at the Graduate Student Geological Collogquium

at P.S.U. on 25 April; the abstract to my talk is included with

this letter.
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Thank you again for your assistance.

Sincerely yours,

=

W. Bruce Cornet, Jr.

| £ I
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

DEIKE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 16802

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences 4 J . \Ie‘&sﬁ Area Code 814
Department of Geology and Geophysics (—,0 1R 6\09 qa"’ 865-6545
Organic Sediments Laboratories P‘\SI?‘ %‘3\\ \)0\ 072 865-6543
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Nicholas G. McDonald
Geology Department
Wesleyan University
Middletown, Conn. 06457

Dear Nick,

¢

It was great to see you again. I really enjoyed our visit.
Al was very glad to meet you and Dr. Peoples, and enjoyed learning
about the discovery and development of the Dinosaur Park. He was
very impressed with the work you are doing at the North Guilford
locality. _ .
The main reason’I am writing this letter is I recall you

- expressing an interest in .our new plant locality near Holyoke, Mass.
discovered by Paul Olsen. After examining the dozens of beautiful

fronds of Clathropteris meniscoides, excellent impressions and

compressions of Equisetites spp., and possibly another articulate

related to Neocalamites I could not help but feel that we had

stumbled on perhaps the beét plant locality in the Hartford basin.
The lithology was perfect for spores and pollen, and I have just
been able to process a few samples. The palynoflora is dominated
by trilete spores produced by ferns and their allies, with only
about 25% of the palynoflora composed of coniferous Circulina and

Classopollis grains, Qualitatively the palynoflora compares closely

with that from the North Guilford red-bed flora, but quantitatively
' the palynoflora reflects a local dominance of water-loving articu-

lates and ferns.  The lithology and presence, of-rhizemes-in-situ



o o e @

strongly suggest a local paludal environment perhaps created in
an abandoned river channel or around an oxbow lake. The thick
sandstone and conglomerate facieé above and below the plant bed
further suggest a fluvial near-channel environment.

You suggested that you might like to collect fossils at this
locality, and saving them for melthe nekt time we meet. I am very
much in favor of this since there are still some unanswered problems
about the identity of some of the fossils. Relatively long, un-
branched stems parallel one énother through the plant-bed layers.
No leaves have been found'of even atfached. The stems resemble
those of Neocalamites and Lobatannularia, and are perhaps identical
to the non-descript branches referré& to Loperia carolinensig. It
would be very helpful if youiwere able to find the leaves of thisg
plant, since it might be useful for age determination if it is g

Neocalamites.

Also, the relatively uniform composition of the flora may only
be due to local concentrations of certain species. With further
looking, other ferns and plants may be found. I hope so. If you
do decide to collect at thisg locality, be sure to collect all pieces
of a complete individual, and keep the pieces associated. Wrap them
in a soft tissue paper or kleenex.

6/26/73

I just completed another sample, this time the lowest gray clayey
siltstone with abundant evidence of réot penetration and rhizomes.
Supposedly this layer of finely laminated siltstone was laid down
before the plants took root. Thus, this layer would contain a higher

number of Circulina and Classopollis grains, reflecting air-borne

and water transported pollen from the upland (extra-basin) coniferous

foreste It does. 80% or more of the palynoflora is composed of
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