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THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
419 WEST 117TH STREET, NEW YORK 27, N. Y.

Februvary 28, 1955

Mr., Alfred Traverse

U S BUreau of Mines
Region ITI

Box LL, University Station
Grand Forks, North Dakota
Dear Mr, Traverse:

In reply to your letter of February 25 we hereby
release your manuscript "Pollen analysis of the Brandon
lignite of Vermont" to the Bureau of Mines,

We are glad to do our part in helping you to get more
prompt publication than the GSA could have give you.

Sincerely,

zﬁﬁ;@m{,



Region IIT
Box LL, University Station
Grtnd F‘oﬂn, North Dakota

nl't n.w lerioh, mt‘r’

- Geologieal Soeclety of. America
419 West 117th Street .
New Ym 27’ N, Y.

Durl)r. .Aldriah:
Anompndunhu justmfronour WuhingtonOfﬁu

stating that my mamscrdipt, "Pollen Anelysis of the Brandon Lignite -

‘of Vermont," has baen aceepted for Buresu of Mines publication.
Hence, I must ask that you release the manuscript, as you indicated

in mnor correspondence thnt you would do,

. T very muich npwceintc tha consideration you hl.n shown
me. h this matter, & 1

Ver_y truly yours,
A~

Alfred Traverse
Coal Technologist .

Copy to: R, 3, Barghoorn

ATraversesvh

ce: J. H, East, Jr.

. Traverse

File 625,1
C File

Hunt Institute for-Botanical Documentatit
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES
Region V A ALY

Box LL, University Station
Grand Forks, North Dakota

‘ f

May 11 1953

Dr, H, R. Aldrich

Secretary, Geological Society of America \
/19 West 117th Street

New York 27, New York

Dear Dr. Aldrich:

The revision of my proposed monograph on
the pollen and spores of the Brandon lignite has
reached the stage of reworking the illustrations.
At recent international meetings of investigators
in this field, it has been suggested that photomicro-
graphs of pollen should be published at a standard
magnification of 500x to facilitate stratigraphic
use of the information. Contact prints of my photo-
micrographs give a uniform magnification of 600x.
Could the reduction from 600x to 500x be accomplished
\"ﬁgw" \—fin reproduction of the plates, if exact directions
> on the final size of the photographs were given?
If this is possible, I shall set up the plates so
/ that after reduction by 1/6, they will be the size
of the plates in Memoir 46, which I am using as a

(*—/ ~ _ guide.

/ )f/ {Q Y Very truly yours,

fﬁ ol Toiea

;}
?/’ pb Alfred Traverse

SKW Coal Technologist



Hunt listitlte for’ Botanieal Dogtimentation



% ) L b Spaw
' L~ : \" ,"i-nlf
Rt g . o » -..
¥k 1 . o 3
DA A My
. g o] 4
J o} 4 wh !
Ui ‘
o 42050 i 3
: N i
g ; :“.
e, )TN 4
. M ) e
. = i l
3 g s i e
\‘iw*_ 0 ¥ X !

’ 'LI ,L-,t'-'
ot 2 ¥
e .
.'_4 1 !
S PR . 1R
) :‘ ] -
l-.. £ 35 &
L v,
SO 4
A AR *‘"4&9 West 117¢h g
gl o m Icﬁc 27, xw w:
._. ' y 4 I." A
pa o L5t \":- A%y
II ‘T“\..v ¥ ” N
A DCNNS T
4 It . 3. \ . 5
, - Soms 1 ‘M
T R e m Ms to be dﬂnr :
w By " g

| "%""" }Ihnm

e -

IL

ﬂ’w

bbqum

o o

&%’Ew

Uui;v alta‘ Stat
mis ,Q-_r

"ﬁ?

A

5 ™ by ' Y |
el Y
»Y i g
e i .
. ‘1' ’ o ¥ ' \ -t
. A i
¥ i
\ .
L /
—_y e -
oy | T
: s \
‘ 'Y,
-4" / o »
i f
. " [
Nersth sz.m,v 8 o Y
> o A !
Y . i
Ao
N &
-
i
L

< Ay
W Ly
.
.
!
-
+arty
Y
o "
i
,
Lo

an AR
e -, f ; :

Wmmpnblu wlw o '." U 9

oL TR ! ' ade i
|

Wiﬁ Wﬂ’ “-"!!’

¥
. L 4



i gl ¢

: hnegion v
: ch LL, Univeralty Station '
< GmadForku North Dakota -

August 14, 1952

© Dr.H. B Aldr;lﬂh, Secretary

The Gecloglenl Soelety of America
419 YWest 117th Street

Hew York 27, New York
. Dear Dr, Aldrich:

Imlatt@otMyl&camwhﬂeImm:mpungtﬂp
mmwmmormmu -

Ibaumthatwmmmhmmmwmam ,
other's positions than we were before, and I naturally appreciate -
thmiﬂuahlaoﬂaﬂmhncupaudﬁtothilwd,mdlm
sure that this correspondence will prove fruitful,

I think your ideas for roorlentetion of the mmmph are
good, Perkapa it oould be entitled, "Follen and Spore lul:li.s of

Sincerely yours,
AT
gc&momm
c¢c Reglon V o
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THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

OFFICE OF THE BECRETARY

July 18, 1952

Mr. Alfred F. Traverse
U S Bureau of Mines
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Dear Mr, Traverse:!

May I start out by retnrning your check herewith. The Society has never expected
an author to recover cost of vostage for manuscrip}s in any stage of processing.

I stand ready to apologize for what you have called acidity in my recent letter.
Surely nothing in the situation requires anything to be formalized by PH readins.

Something is still missinz in the chain of the all too brief conference and
correspondence with respect to the overall nolicy and procedures with respect to
publication.

To begin with the files of the Soelety are open at all times to all authors of
papers in the field of geologic sclence regardless of membe rship, nationality or
specialized field. Manuscripts received are assigned to competent critical readers
to advise as to the originality and value of the content and with respect to the
orgenizatidn of thepaper, i1ts adequacy or inadequacy of text and illustrations,

all with view to publishing pavers of importance in advancing the science and

with maximum of economy of words and illustrations commensurate with the values of
the contente.

Having established the acceptability of e manuseript for the Bulletin or Memoir
Series, the editorial people then indicate fevision in the light of the reports of
the critics and in the light of thelr own experience.

1f the manuscript recuires drastic revision then it is returned to the author for
attentions He is asked to accept full responsibility. If the revision is less
drastic or only minor then the paper may be edited in full or it may be spot edited
to show how it may be done. The amthor is then asked to continue the process.
Following final editing it the office it is agaln returned to the author for his
final approval before being sent to press.

You can sce that we are not set wp to do anything like a rewrite job or enything
1ike a complete editing job on a paper which required essential revision. Y
divide responeibility betwsen author, editor and vrinter.

Before any commitment can be made, any tacit promises that a paper will
for publication it scems necessary to have an author of a paper requi

; be accepted
ring rather




Mr. Alfred F, Trave’ -2 .

considerable revision to accomplish this as a first stage. I realize guite
well I think that the revision ofyour paper may consume quite a2 bit of your time
but I see no escape under the circumstances. :

You are auite correct that the Socisty recognizes paleobotany and know that we
recognize the devendence of paleo upon the biological material. You have referred
to Memoir 51 by Robert LaMotte which was wnrevared under a grant from the Society
to Dr. Ralph ChanBy, and which carries a quotation from a former president of the
Society Prof. Es We Berry. All of these things being true then it still remains
that your pmanuscript is still under consideration.

I have seen a ray of light in the course of this last exchange of correspondence -
in one of your closing paragraphs wherse you pointout tmt certain ofyour ideas on
methodof attack are new and important “and of service to potentlal new investigators
in a field which is expanding. Wouldyou like to give special consideration to

this aspect of the potential volume and advise with me regarding emphasis upon

this portion ofthe vaner as a guide or treatise on the organization and oprocedure

to be followed in applying pollen analysis methods to Tertiary sediments with the
application t0 the Brandon deposit as an example of such an approach and procedure?
Perhaps the title shouldbe given further consideration that itmay more falthfully
represent what is to be found in the content of the proposed volume.

You might be interested in discussing our mutval problem with Doctor Laird, State
Geologist of North Dakota at Grand Forks, who pderhaps could help us get the proposed
volume oriented with respect to best ssrvice to the general and specialised
geologic readerse It couldbe of course that besides the missing link in our under-
standing of the GSA procedurss there is also a missing link in the volume. Perhaps
s short chapter which might serve the general geologic audience as some of your
remarks are servins me as a guinea pig, vwhich would express the gervice that
paleobotanical research may offer in the solution of geologic problems.

I feel that we are getting somewhere Dy these several exchanges providing we get
to understand each other, pur common point of view and responsibilities and we

can keep our tone at the neutral or more alkaline level.

Again assuring you that no low PH reading was intended in what I had written
earlier and hoping we may stand toe to toe until we work this thing out to best

mutual satisfaction, I am

Sincerely,

ik

Secretary



U..'Sv- Buresu of Minesa
Grand Forks, North Dakota

-9 dly, 2952

D-t‘o H. Re &1&1"-0&

Geologiecal Soelety of Amorica
419 West 117th Btrest ,
New York 27; Ns Y. '

Dear Dre \a.'!.drichz |

U6 Youp 1atter-of July 2, 1952, and ‘the mepuseript,
have arriveds I oncloas ny cheok for §2.43, to cover the
postage for the pepers _ - -

e I was startled by the acidity of your letters:
I a4dn't think that anything 1 had dene deservad such a
PN peadl 1 urdorstood from the conversation in Detrols
1ot year that you falt it deslrable to have my paper in the
mill &9 aoch as possitle, to be followed by revision, as
puzsasted by tas roalerse I thought that the idsa wns Lo
in vhe the GsS.he would da interssted at &)l~-
Af so, I could bhen progesed with revision. You will remeuber
: Eﬁm only & few Lrief words with you and Drs Barghoorn

My letter to you of 8 January briofly expressad
thies 1dea, and I aum _m will underatand wy congorn at
" not hearing a word _ o of thepiss T intended
1:1.0?-« June 16 to be a bplef but gourtecus request
?qr nformation whish perhaps I oould have been sent earliers
' About the eriticlema: nobody realizes more than
I that revision is necegaarys Bub I should like say &
14ttle about this botanical ves gecloglcal businesss _
stuly of the Zrandon deposit is mmmzu. There 1s
1it4le Aloousalion of pu botenical questions. The study
was intomled, however, to be & treatment of ths wheole method
of pollen anslyals as applied to & Tertiary sediment, not ‘
a study of the locel Zoclogy of Brandons The method 1s one
of groat potential us 4o Goal geologists, whiech ia ocne
of my prineipal sxcuses for holding my job heres To come at
it o olightly different n{: the apparsntly botan:cal rr\l
of my paper are eassutlal Lo the mﬁnnntotd»on
ﬁ?';ﬁu mﬁw M M&t M‘“ﬂw mmua
o 488 s BB o
by the publigation of Memolr 51.

Hunt Institute for Botanical-Documentation



In response to your query; I should confidenily

‘say thet it ia & seolosical contributions i think that it

can be revised as you suggeat. There 18 rio objection to

putting the oondepnsed detelils of preparstion snd study in
apperdiceas OUeortain of the idcas on mebthod of aslack are
new and important and misht perhaps be lof'h in ths bedy of

. the monographe But as long as the informeiicn ls avallable

for potentisl investicators (the fleld 1g exponding)s i

‘ should as soon have it in appendicos, and I agree that such

& reorganization would he desirable for the gonoral geological
audliences N ' NI A

I shall begin work on this rovisionias soon as
poasible~-I shall be in the fleld in the 11 ) on for
some blme in the immediste futurg. My estimate.that I
gould have it ready to be rsesubmitted by the first of

Decembers Would that be satlasfactory?

In closing, may I gay that your commenis eud those
of the reader have beesn v helpful and give me a elear

‘idea of how to tackle this Job%® Many thankse

smcar_ely yours;

A1frod Travorde
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THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

July 2, 1952

Dr. Alfred Traverse
Box LL, University Station
Grand Forks, North DPakota

Dear Doctor Traverse:

Your more or less understandable impatience with us would be relieved if you
chance to have a copy of my letter to Professor Barghoorn of June 13, 1951 in
which I said that «.."we have 5414 pages which means something like two years
or more of normal production." I went on to say that "rather than have the
manuscript lie fallow here for any length of time I would like to suggest that
you and Mr. Traverse get the proper authorities in the field of the manuscript
to evaluate the contribution and to have the author apply his best hand at con-
densing the contents." You chose to do it vrecisely the other way around, you
see, You wish to have the papér accepnted before it is in final form.

Remember too that on receipt, the manuscript took its M"accession number," and
wottld be handled in its proper turn.

You now feel that since the work is already over a year old you would like to
know what the GSA wants to do. If we are not to publish it you "should like

to submit it elsewhere. The manuscript was sent to youroffice in January."
You see yourimpatience is mounting above my original forewarning that you could
not expect action within two years,

In the mean time however I have asksd a Fe1low of the Socisty to serve as an
independent critical reader ahd herewith is a copy of his report. TYou note that
he sugczests revision along lines of your own proposale. Were you in my place
would you care to commit the paper to publication until you had seen the revised
version®

You note also that the critic feels that perhaps the paper would be more useful
to scientists if published in some botanical journal.

I have made a quick re-survey of the volume today.and note wlth some impatience
how the reader, expecting to learn about the pollen and spores of the Brandon
lignite is put off and off as the pages are turned until he comes to vage 57.




Dr. Alfred Traverse - 2

These earlier pages are no doubt necessary to one interested in planning such
a study, the procedures and technigues. You propose to condense these, but
wouldn't they be just as useful after condensation if moved into an apnendix?

The body of the volume - pages 57 - 132 inclusive - is for reference and not
for reading. It reouires some introductory material.

On pagze 133 we are given the geological relations of the lignite deposit. It to
be published by a geological organization, should not the wvolume begin with this
section? This and the paleoecological section might well be considered for
emplacement before the 75 pages of descriptions?

If the volume is to be vresented to a geological audience, principally to the
paleontological section of that audience, wouldn't you believe it should bezin
with the geological setting followed by the attendant problems of structurs,
stratigravhy, ecology and then the basic data offered vla the discipline of
paleobotany and their usefulness in solution of the geological problems? Wouldn't
the organization of your attack, the idea of the ideal reference collection
belong in appendices to be referred to by specialists only if desired?

These paragraphs contain my current ideas. I believe it is really your turn to
glve the entire matter some study. Is it essentially a botanical contribution?
Who would profit most, geologists or botanists? Have you not preparesd it for
botanists? Is it not organized in an inverted order if to be presented to a
geological audienced

The manuscript retains ite accession number until you release it. But before it
can be officially accepted, I believe you should revise it to emphasize the
geological or paleobotanical values and following condensation to the essentials
of the contrlbution.

I return the volume to you under sevarate cover and awalt for further word from you.
Cordielly and sincerely,

Secretary



1.

Yes. EX’L@%A%bQﬁnskm &nﬂfm;ﬂﬁcAﬂ);i&uZZ;c@w&AZifqgéubj{;cZ&bw

_‘fj? 2. Rewritten would be much better. «<—
2y oh g ol Sl
I ™ w""w L4 ° v, H 4o ! °
Vi / 9 es CMJ‘: fmf!’ea ﬁk’q_ﬂm,w No

%, Drawing need reconsideration.

This 48 a fine study but needs to be rewritten.
‘The author has pretty well covered the subject of revision
I am wondering if this paper would not be better

himself.

published in some botanical jourfal tham in the Bulletin.

March 15, 1952
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The Geological Society of America
419 West 117 St., New York 27, N. Y.

This acknowledges receipt of your
Pollen and

KAKARAAARAD KR

U S B reau of Mines
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Report concerning it will be sent to you
as soon as it can be read critically.
H. R. Aldrich, Secretary



The Geological Society of America
Office of the Secretary

October 30, 1951

Professor Elso Barghoorn
The Biological Laboratories
16 Divinity Avenue
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Barghoorn:

With further refe ence to the publication of the disserta-
tion by Doctor Traverse and particularly in reply to your
letter of 24 October, supposing we do try to get together
at Detroit.

As to your hesitation to ask competent critics to read

this paper prior to "reasonable possibility of publication"
I had suggested this course as a device to expedite the
handling of the paper. Critical reading will have to take
place before or after submission here as a means for de-
termining acceptability for publication in the Memoir Series.

Sincerely,

/s/ H. R, Aldrich
Secretary
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