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. Brooklyn College ‘

Bedford Avenue & Avenue H, Brooklyn 10, N. Y

”
PDepariment ol&fﬂl’ogy

September 12, 1957

Dr. Alfred Traverse

Shell Development Company
3737 Bellaire Bwd,
Houston 25, Texas

Dear Dr, Traverse:

Your reprints were just received and are greatly
appreciated, It is for the first time that I get en insight
into Pollem publicaticns and the significance of this work
in relation to mega-fossils.

Permit me first to express my thanks again for your
splendid help and ccoperation in arranging my gart at the
AIBS, and at the encouragement and good reception that I
received, It was indeed a highlight in my summer's work and
has given me a psychological boost,

Ae eoon as I returned from California (Sept. 2)
I asked my rancher in the Ruby area in Montana to colleet
for me samples of shale roek of every site I worked on and
to ship it to me as soon as possible, He is very reliable
end I am almost certain that I will receive this material
within 2 or 3 weeks, I will then send you a sample of each
for pollen studies, Also have at School two reprints on
paleobotanical material which I will mail to you as soon as
I get in, Hope tc be able to identify my new material during -
the coming semester and turn in the ms at the beginning of the
New Year, What with a full teachig program and evening session,
this will be quite a busy season for me.

Hope this finds you well and satisfied with your
part at the meetings,

Cordially yours, g; 7/ W

Herman F, Becker
Dept. of Biology
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. Brooklyn College .

Bedford Avenue & Avenue H, Brooklyn 10, N. ¥

Department of Geology larch 14, 1958

Dr. Alfred Traverse
Shell Development Co,
Houston, Texas

Dear Dr, Traverse:

To judge from the preliminary preparations
for the meetings in Indiana, it appears that we will meet
again at this time, By then I hope to have completed the ma
on the Ruby Flora as a first chapter in its undoubtedly
uncompleted history, Eventually a pollen analysis may add to
its scope. One fascinating aspect of paleobotany is the
opportunity to work in the field, where I am almost more at
home than in the class room,Recently the need for identifications
has taken me to Princeton(Dorf), to Washington (Roland Brown),
and soon to Michigan, my latest Alma Mater,

Tt mey surprise you to hear that I have resigned
from the staff of Brooklyn College., Intra politics-antegonisms-
jealousies-resentment toward those who appear to have extra-
curricular professional success is to me intolerable, In addition
a lé-hour student contact pro in General Biology for mostly
freshmen leaves no time or leisure for research., I will be free
to associate myself with another Institution as of Sept. lst.,
or even earlier, Have put out several feelers, but the octopus-
stage has not yet been reached, I am writing to some of my
professional friends and acquaintances to be on the look-out in
case something siitable turns upy, and I am open to suggestions
and offers, I would not mind worﬁing with the U.S.G.S., in g -
University with a tolerable teaching load where I can teach in
the sphere of my own interests, in a Botaniec Garden where an
interest in paleobotany is not frowned upon, or in private
Industry where I can be useful in my field,

Should you have any suggestions in this matter
I would appreciate a note from you, You are probably in contact
with a much greater number of people in our field than T am,
and in a position to steer me into a promiging direction.For
your convenience I enclose personal data sheets and a list of

publications. The enclosed elippings speek of a na
from disaster, but all turned ggtnﬁéll? TrTow escape

Hope to hear from you again soon. Mesnwhil
I am with best personal repards, * % =

Herman F, Becker
Dept, Biology
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20, Succulents at Brooklyn College; Cactus and Succulent Journsl,
vol, VIIy No, 4, 1940,

21, In Defense of the Attackedi Cactus and Succulent Journal,
vol., XIV, No., 2, 1942,

22, Cacti_and Morale; Cactus and Succulent Journal, vol. XV, No.10,1943,

23. Students, Don't Read This {; Biloscopey Bbooklyn College,
vol, VITII, 1942,

24, It's Greek to Me; Bioscopes, B.C.y VOls X, 1944-5,

25, Miraculum Naturaej; Bioscope, B.C.,; vol, XIT, 1947,

26. The Anatomy of Yelleowstone Park; Geolog, Brooklyn College, 1947,

27. Grand Teton, Majesty of Natures Bioscope, B.Cos vol. XIII, 1948,

28, Correlation by Floraj Geolog, B,C., 1949,

29, (Colleboration and Assistance in research); The Stapelise: Book by
White and Sloane, 3 volsS.y vol, Ig DaXIIL, “

30. A New Occurrence and Description of the Fossil Arthrophycus:
Becker and Domnj Science, vol, 115, No,2982,Dp.2r 215y 2=22-1953,

31, A New Method of Handling and Preser ving Soft-Matrix Fossilaj
Asa Gray Bulletin, vol. IIT, No., 1, 1955,

32. An Oligiicene Flora from the Ruby River Bagin in Southwestern
' MontensjDoctoral Dissertatlon Univ, of Mich. Mierofilm Publ, 1956.
Libr. Congr,j; Submitted for Publ to Geol, Soc. of America, Bull,
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Qst of Publications .

by
Herman F. Becker

Publications in GHERMAN

Sukkulente Euphorbien ; Gaertnerei Fachblatt,vol.XVsNo.2, 1989.

Stabheuschrecken als Schaedlinges Gaert.Fachbl. ,vol.XV;No.13,1929,

Einige werévolle Chrysanthemen;Gaert,Fachbl, ;vol.XV;No.21l, 1929,
Dendrochilum glumaceums; Gaert, Fachbl.,vol.XV, No.26, 1929,

Cyclamen Samenzuchls Gaert, Fachbl. vol.XVI, No.3, 1930,

Vom Nutzen der Palmeni Gaert. Fachbl, No.3, vos XVI, 1930.

Die Durianj Gaert. Fachbl. vol, XVI, No.6, 1930.

Prakiische Auswirkung theoretischer Erkenntnigses Gaert. Fachbl,

Ranunculus alpestris; Gaert. Fachbl. vol, XVI, No.8, 1930.

Orchideen. Geschichte und Verwendungsmoeslichkeits Gaert. Fachb
vole XVI, N'Oc,24’ 1930.» = & 1 l“

Der Botanische Garten in Brooklyn NV, Y. ¥ ; Gaert., Fachbl.,
vol. XVII, No. 14, 1931,

Winterschutz fuer Gehoelze im Nordlichen Nord Americas

P

Gaert, Fachbl. vol., XVII, No. 22, 1931.

Internationale Blumengusstellung in New York: Gaert, Fachbl
vole XIXQ No. llg 19335 i T "

Fruehling in New York 3 Gaert., Fachbl., vol. XIXy No.,1l3, 1933.

Tropen in Dahlem; Der Abend (Berlin Daily) July 27, 1929,

Die Dachflora Berlin's; Berliner Tageblatt (Haue~Hof-Garten)
JUl;Y 277 19290

Publications in ENGLISH
A German Dictionary for Gardeners:Florigt's Exchange, in
Roview; June 24, 1934, p.is. G

The Brooklyn Botanic Garden's Succulent Displays Cactus and

Succulent Journals Vol. VI, No., 3, 1934, i e
ero te Exhibit of the RBrookl Botanic Garden at the 24th

International Flower Show in New Vork; Cactus and SUcculent

Journaly, vol. VIII; No. ii, 19356,
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HERLAN F. BECGKER

7ields of Specialization:

Paleobotany

Botany

General Zoology

Invertebrate Zoology

Physical and Historical Geology

Turther Fields of Interest:

Geography
Evolution
Ecology

Membership in Professional Organizations:

References:

The Botanical Society of Amerioca

The Geologieal Society of Amerioa

The Paleontologiocal Society of Amerioca

The Torrey Botanical Glub

The Caoctus and Succulent Society of America

Professor Carroll W. Grant, Chairman, Department Bielogy,
Brooklyn College, Brooklyn 10, N.Y.

Professor Irving Tittler, Department of Biology, Brooklyn Collegs,
Brooklyn 10, N.Y.

Professor Norman D. Newell, Curator, Invertebrate Paleontology,
American Museum of Natural History, Central Park West, N.¥,

Professor Erling Dorf, Department of Geology, Guyot Hall;
Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.

Dr. Roland W. Brown, Curator, Department of Paleobotany, U.S.
National Museum, Washington, D.C.

Professor Chester A, Arnold, Curator, Paleobetany, Museum of
Paleontology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan

Professor Kenneth L. Jones, Chairman, Department of Botany,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan




HERMAN F: BECKER

Date and Place of birth: January 10,1907, Duesseldorf, Germany

Eduocation:

Exgerienca:

Realgymnasium, 1917-1923

Hortioultural College, Berlin/Dahlem, 1929
Brooklyn College, 1940-1947, B.A. 1947

Columbia University, Botany, Geology, M.A., 1952
University of Michigan, Paleobotany, Ph.D., 1956

University of Michigan, Camp Davis, Wyoming; graduate studies
in Geology, Summer 1947

Research studies in Montana, Paleobotany, Summers of 1947,
1949, 1954, 1955

Member of Botaniocal Expedition into So. Utah and Colorado,
University of Michigan, Summer 1953

1925-1930, Horticulturistts Assistant in the Botanic Gardens
of Frankfurt and Berlin, Germany, and at Horticultural School
in Budapest, Hungary

1930-1939, Horticulturist's Assistant at the Brooklyn Botanic
Gardens

1939-1954, College Science Assistant, Brooklyn GCollege, Depart-
ment of Blology

1949-1954, Lecturer, Adult Education, Brooklyn College

1949 to present, Lecturer, School of General Studies, Brooklyn
College, Department of Geology

1955=1956, Teaching Fellow, University of Michigan, Department
of Botany

19056 to present, Instructor, Brooklyn College, Department of

Biology

publications:

Honors:

See attached 1list of publipgations

DEANS doroR L)ST 1947
Graduated Cum Laude, Brooklyn College, 1947

Geology Prize, Brooklyn College, 1947

Elected to full membership, The Society of Sigma Xi, Brooklyn
College, 1954

Elected Alpha Sigma Lambda, Brooklyn College, 1955

Fellowship, University of Michigan, 1955-1956

Ermine Cowles Case Award for Soholarship, University of Michigan,
1957, for outstanding doctoral dissertation in Geology for
the year 1956-1957

Research Grant of $2000. for Palecbotany, Summer 1957, from
the Geologiocal Society of America

presentation ef Paper at Botanical Meetings at Stanford University,
California, August 1957
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Dear Herman:

. We were utnlat-d br your cl:lppinal about the fanta.st!.c theft
of what I presume’ to be the Ruby River material. I am delighted to have .
Muoummtwithanch:ulebnhdme. ‘The persons who wrote the
stories ror the Times seem to have done an msua:l.l;‘ wthatie Job.
Sorry arthﬂarwha.unotbuhtoohwatﬂ. 0sj but T
have 1little doubt that you can find plm- that are better ror phobotw
than metropoliten N.Y., . . . ,

-.!mm'ﬂahtthdzIheulmstdulMtJobtmﬂlmﬂ'ﬂ-
botany, but at the moment I don't have too miuch emcoursgement to offer.
. Even_if you were a microfossil man insteasd of a megafossil worker, your
es in industry would be nm.gm because of the seemingly wide-
a poliey of trying to get staff members who are at the very beginning
of their careers or near it, As far ms academic jobs are eoncerned, I
think you would do well to send your qualificetions, etcs, and & letter
to Dr. Samel Ellison, Chairman of the of Geology, University
of Texas, Mthouldfb;um‘npketfornmmbmut._ The Chicago

%

The Canadisn Geological Survey nmbcwwhei ing. As for as'I =
know they really hnnn't mma. Fry yete 'mrsru-m\mnuy_

of Massachusetts might not be interestdd in hav:
wu-mmmuchwzcmm. hﬁru
not mmch help, I’um ST-LE ,
mmmo&mm th-min;prasaivalutofrm
mnmuu,m. Needless to say, you may use my name for a reference,

Best U’h’hl.

; aldk =datp= ,“: TeYelRia C
1 \ % 4 «,.—" LI\ & Fi N CA | 4 u-r-?%,IL } . (‘th’l |



Brooklyn College

Bedford Avenue & Avenue H, Brooklyn 10, N. Y.

PDepartment of Biology March 29 ’ 19 58

Dr, Alfred Traverse -
Shell Development Company
3737 Bellaire Boulevard
Houston, 25, Texas

Dear Al:

Thank you for your prompt reply to my ingiry and the
suggestions given. I have just written to Dr Ellison who
will answer me in due time, no doubt. Since I know Dr, Just
from the Palo Alto meetings, I had also gotten in touch
with him, There seems to be mothing at the Museum at the
present, but he suggested to apply at the U, of Cincinnati,
Dr., Hoskins death leaving an opening., This would have been
a perfect place for me, but e Dr. Maxine Abbott, a former
student of Haskins, has taken over the position.

Will see Dr, Preston Cloud at the U.S.G.S. in Washington
D.C. this week on my way to Ann Arbor. He may have some
concrete suggestions., Will work on my paper and in the
Herbarium at Michigan U, during the Eatser reeess$ andhhope
to have the work finished by late summer, Thanks for s
permitting me to use your name as reference. I have done so
regarding the U, of Texas,

I am really very much obliged for your interest
and help. Hope to see you again this summer,

Most sincerely yours, z F/Q diugézi;_,,/

Herman F. Becker



THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY
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4~ WMr, Herman F, Becker, .~

‘Department of Biology,

Brooklyn College, . .

Bedford Avenue & Avenue H, . ‘ :
Brooklyn 10, New York 7 NEZEN

i

Dear Mr. Becker:

I heve your letter of March 29 and your biographical data,
We have been unfortunate in that Miss Jene Gray, who was em-
ployed ag our expert on Palynology, has marrisd one of the Uni-
versity's Zoology professors. . Under the preséent rules of the
State Employment Act in the Legis%:ture,‘phénohiis not eligible -
for employment by the University'as long as her husband works -
for the University. Therefore, we expect to lose Miss Gray's
gervices at the end of this semester, -

We are definitely interested in keeping our foot in the
door on Palynology, but at this particular moment our university
administration officiale have insisted that we employ young men
under 35 years of age who have just recently completed thelir
Ph.D. We have, therefore, been actlively gearching for Jjust such
gualified individuals, We would, however, like to keep your ma-
teriel on file because there is & possibility that the university
officlals will chenge their gemeral policy concerning age of new
teachers in the Geology Department.

Thank you for your interest and we certainly appreclate the
kindness of Mr, Traverse in suggesting your name.

Yours very truly,

Samuel P. Ellison, Jr.
Chairman

SPE:kr

cc: Dr. Alfred Traverse,
Shell Development Company,
Houston, Texas
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Dr, Alfred Traverse September 20, 19868
Shell Development Compe.
Houston, Texas

Dear Al: )
Your reprint on Problems in Nomenclature arrived

and is very interesting , and I think appropriate in the

1light of the difficulties involved. It was a pleasure to

see you again at the Bloomington meetings and experience

stimulating meetings and discussions. I hope we will meet

again at Montreal next year. Since I didn't respond at

once to the questionnaire , it seems to me that I am crossed

off their mailing list for further information, However

T have written to them since and hope to be re-instated.

My long , and overdue, menuscript has finally
reached the (3SA, and T hope to see the Ruby Flora in print
gsoon, In themeantime my activities at the New York Botanical
Garden have /begun, with a tremendous program of rehabilitation
ahead of me. The most urgent need is for cleaning up , literally,
the dust of decades. The two coming years under the NSF grant
are really challenging, I think I will have to learn a lot
during that time to do the job justice, What I will enjoy
most is the opportunity to continue the Ruby studies and to
be able to go into the field again next year, Stella Leopold
has asked for matrix of Ruby material, she is interested to do
the pollen study and compare it with the Florissant.

Please direct any further correspondence to the/j)
ew York Botaniecal Garden ag in the above letterhead.

Hope this finds you well

Cordially, / ‘ i
rman F. Becker




TELEPHONE LUpLow 4-B500 .

e CER
THE NEW YORK ',__BEJT{NNI\EAL GARDEN
S /- BRONX Park N R e

VICE-PRESIDENT
FREDERICK S, MOSELEY, Jr.

FPRESIDENT i
CHARLES B. HARDING 3 ; Zias
DIRECTOR
WILLIAM C. STEERE

TREASURER
BERKELEY GAYNOR

November 25, 12958

Dr, Alfred Traverse
Shell Development Co.
3737 Bellaire Bvd.
Houston, 25, Texas

Dear Al:

Just a quigkk note of inquiry on some information
I think you might have, Some of our botanists working on
floras in Colombia S.A. are interested in communicating with
someone, or finding literature of someone who has done
paleobotanical work in Colombia, Venezuela, or in South
America generally. This could be some scientist in S.A. or
someone in the U, S. who is familiar with fossils of S.A.

In my own studies I have had no occasion to use
any 8outh American material. My own work at the Garden is
progressing favorably, if slowly. I am in the midst of
identifying another Ruby site with about 40 species., Hope
the first section will appear in print soon. Editors mille
grind proverbially slowly.

Wishing you a happy holiday,

regards
as ever / ,_

Herman ¥, Becker



@ @
- ' Mailing Ad.dress
P. 0. Box 8L

Houston 1, Texas

December 2, 1958

Dr. Herman P, Becker
New York Botanica.l Garden
Broux Part

New York 58, New York

m Herman:

Thanks for yours of November 25. I am very interested
in your efforts to re-establish palecbotany at THE Garden

Suggestions re South America, re persons to couta.ct: _

1. Dr. Thomas van der Hammen
Paleobotanico Jefe
Apt. Nacional 2599
Bogata, Colombia

2. Dr. Sergio Archangelsky
Instituto Miguel Lillo

‘Miguel Lillo 205

‘mcunrn, A{gmﬁm
Areha.nge].skyhu sent me a muwber of reprintn on & wide range of
material from S.A.; ven der Hammen is mostly e palynologist. He
has published a great deal in the past two years and seeme to
have a wide knowledge of the literature. I should add that scme
of his papers reveal a rather ﬂ-bonntmturethntw:luw
watching.

One further suggestion ig that Dr. James Canright of the
Botany Departument, Indiana University, might be able to help. He
spent last summer in Venezuela as a paleobotanical consultant and
may have met paleobotanists to vhom he could refer you.

Our own Dr. J. Muller has been transferred from Bonth'

America, and I am not acquainted with any other Ghell palecbotanist

in South America vhom you could profitably contact.

Best wishes,
Very truly yours,
A
Alfred Traverse
AT‘P > - 4 13 T NGBS d - a1
i f\al y l"/h L ‘_‘g.alr]“ ' ",)'i.-_ FI‘:»' “{
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Januery 16, 1959

Dr. Herman ¥. Becker . .
" New York Botanical Ga.rden 3
- Bronx Park y
New York 58, ﬂew York

Dear Hermn.

-8

Good to hear that you're get‘.t.ing a trip %o the other side,

.even if for a very brief time. Frankly, I don't see how you can

get much aceom;pliehed in that length of time. But I know you have
incred:l.hle energy. %

. The latest add.resa I hnve for Profelnor z:lmemhn iss

. Professor Walter zzmerm
Institut flir angevandte Botanik
* Wilhelmstrasse 5

Tiibingen, Germany - _
Very beat vishes rur a proﬁtnble time of lt-

vgry truly yotirs 5
B -
. Mlgved m'rg?ae

. AT:mpd

Shell Dave].o;pnent conplmr
Exploration and Production Relearch Division

. ' ~ b & L~ C R - TN A A Taalalag) ‘.'; \ |
Huht:Institutexfor.Botameal Bocumentation
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THE NEW YORK BOTANIGCAL GARDEN

BRONX PARK N EW YORK 58, NEW YORK LUDLOW 4-8500

. T ~ lOSC‘ Vice President
dent ey © &
Presiden L) ay ? = FREDERICK S. MOSELEY, Jr.

CHARLES B. HARDING
Director.

Treasurer 0
BERKELEY GAYNOR ILLIAM C. STEERE

Dr. Alfred Traverse
Sshell Development Co,.
3737 Bellaire Bvd.
Houston 25, Texas

Dear Al:

T have just had a long conversation with the Secretary
of the Geological Society of America, Dr, Henry Aldrich, who
will publish my paper on the Ruby flora sometime in the near
(Thope) future, He has suggested an outline of how to get
geologists interested in paleobotany, that a Group or a Section
of the GSA could be formed, etec, He was apparently unaware that
such an affiliation exists alraedy within the framework of the

Botanical Society,

Bry Aldrich thought of getting as many people as possible
interested in the forthecoming publication and las asked me
whether I can supply him with names of paleobotanists who might
conceivably be_reached in regard to this new Ruby flora. I think
the procedure is to print cards announcing a Special Psper or a
Memoir and mail them to prospective scientists .

Needless to say, I am interested in the success of hig
endeavor. He has, of course, the mailing list for members of the
GSA, but naturally only a small percentage are interested in
paleobotany. Could you possibly supply me with a membership
1ist of our afiiliated organization which I could turn over to
Dr. Aldrich? This would help in reaching more people, would
probably lower the cost of Production, and also would speed
publication.

Will be in New York until June lst, when agai
’ gain T will
take off for Montana to continue to disembowel the Ruby mountains,

Hope this finds you well,

Thank you for your courtesy,

Regards, as ever //A
Aﬁ;uazéé4 =

Address for June and July: Hérman T, Becker
Research Associate

FB ¢/0 Postmaster, ALDER,MONTANA




May 19, 1959

Dr. Herman F. Becker.
Regearch Associate

New York Botanical Garden
New York 58, New York = .

" Dear Hérma.n ey L ' P RAT S -_ A

You.r 1et1;er of May 6 wvas awaiting my return from a field trip.

I returned here the 12th, hence the delay in answering. I am intrigued °

by the results of your discussions with Aldrich. I have long wondered

if the Paleobotanical ‘Section, B.:S.A., could not be affiliated also with

the geologists. This would give all of us some advantages, I am sure, and "
I would strongly back the idea. I can't see why the same group of people '
ouldn't have this dual identity. It might be, however; that a more natural
arrengement would be with the Paleontological Society, The notion of a
- palecbotanical section in that organization 1s one that I have even gone

so far as to discuaa, several years ago, with one of their officers,

By the wvay, vhy didn't you decide to publish in the Journal of
w I presume you have considered and rejected the idea. ~

~ Your request for our mailing list is perfectly reasonable, and
I am having one prepared for you to be enclosed with this letter.

Best wishes to you for your mar'l work in Montana. I 'am
still hoping o have a go at that Ruby pollen, but the pressure of other
thingshssnsyatkeptnefrtn&olngao.

Best wishes, as ever,
Alfred Traverse
AT:pdd
Enclosure

Shell Development Company
Exploration and Production Research Division
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THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN

BRONX PARK NEW YORK 58, NEW YORK LUDLOW 4-8500

President Vice President
CHARLES B. HARDING = FREDERICK S. MOSELEY, Jr.
WVay 22, 1989
Treasurer Director
BERKELEY GAYNOR WILLIAM C. STEERE

Dear Al:

Thank you for the list and
permission to use it in this respect, Will
put the possible affiliation proposition
to Aldrich again in the fall, and perhaps
we can arrive at a workable program,

T'He G’oSoA. gave me a %2000’—
sumer grant in 1957, that is the primary
reason for publishing with them rather than
with the Paleont. Soc. It will have to be
a Spec, Paper or a Memoir,

Any additional correspendence from
now on to c¢/o Pm. ALDER, Montana.

Rpards and best wishes for
the summer ,

bt
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