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Antigua, Guatemala 7 ag::zo de 1974

Near Erncsto,

Longz time no secy no hear. I would like +o lmow how things

are going with vou an” what +he near future holAg in store. I ~o no+ even

-

know that vou are s+ill in Chile,

Latelw I have Yerm receiving communications from *he bBors in *he
Noniniean Re:‘ ie, rerar ing +he for*heoming meotin: ni.-‘di-:'.e"'rﬁnical
Region. Thev have even invite” me, in the name of + ¢ Iinistor of
Agriculture, to come a-~ a puest of the governrment, T wish most terribly
I could go, but what gets re Joym is thre- or four “ave of meetingr~ ana

inners end late everings. Iy 82 vears are telling on me arn” I can no

longer. stand up to those intertational affairs which for =o manyv wears
I enjoyed so muche I wac viore or less out of circulation for a fow
Nonths around the end of last vear and first part of this, but I am noy
Bet*ing ont around the country a bit, to watch the #evelopment of +he
temperate arne fruits here on the highlands. Hy dor*or tells me that

I mu-t no+ forget what inston Churchill caller "the ruthle-= and_

irreversible march of senility", or what I prefer +~ call senile fgear.

Pink Biile for Pale People don* sern +o “o much BooA - berhaps beceu-c
I am not pale, just fecl palc.
T gather *+hat uiquf Ferran‘ez ig “oins hie Jot well, an~ +hat Doc

Xrezlorn hae= become quite ac*ive in +he Tropical Region. T +hinlk i+

ie fine *hat we have a foo” anchor *o winAwar?, i.e,, Flori“a.

01° *ire regards +o Virrinia an” vonr gooreclf, We niss you up dIn

this neck of the soods.

flenpre su mur afmo.

" @gfjgv’é f‘-v:”/lz'f-t’h&:é
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Mmtigua, Guatemala, 23 "arch 1971

Near Erner-to: qu"’

Iow ~elighte” I wa= to receive vour fir~t “otter from “+ro

de Chile, of which my memorine are so vivi~ an? =o happv! I think I
have tol? you that I went therec, at the end of a two year trip for the
UsnA, in 1920. Iy contacts with two men, Adon Salvador Izguierdo who
had a big nursery at Santa Ines E:ﬁés) and Elbert Reed fAown at EL Vergel,
secns to me 1t was not far from Temuco. I took bacl: to Warchin:*on a
big trunk full of plant material, including thelluidebro apples Of
courscl vislted Quillota to sec the avocados and cherimoyas, but there
werent so many of them in 1920 as there are now. By the way, I hope wyou
will mect Roger Magdahl. llaybe you lmow something apout him - in fact
I anm :eure wou Aoy for hls gon Frank 1s in !Mexico. Mon Roger, a German,
secms to have made some noney in Chile = I ~foubt that all of it was
from avoca'os and cherimova~! But he ha® starte? the little experimental
orchar? at Almufiecar in southern fpaln when Helen an” T went over there
in 1958 and spent nearly a year helping his local map, Lnic fara-ola,
introduce an” Propagate some 25 avoca’o. Non Roger'c place 1g at Millo*a.

Yes, I will try +o .o +to the Micarapua mecting - I “ont yet lknow
when it is to take place bu' I font plan to wan7er afar this vear. T
always enjoy going to Micaragua; quite a few Zamoranos there who have
Aone very well, As for the 1973 mecting, I will certainly be t+hink-
ing abcut it. Offfand, I would be rather incline? to favor falvaor
if it will be pos-ible in 1972 for the hondurciios tuv attend. Though
I am afraic interest in liortdiculture is a bit slack there right now,
with Chico de Sola out of the picture. He wrote me recently that he
is aritching to Angus cattles. To my mind, Costa Rieca woul? be good

for this reason: interest in Trult culture is at a low ebb an” we might
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=y pep things up a bit. After my visit down there, some six wreks ago,
I prepared a popular sort of paper —= by that I mean non-techniecal,
which I calleAd "Mas Fruta y Mcjor Fruta". Hernan Fonseca intends to
publish it, probably in La Macion, to give it wide Alstribution. The
fruit pro which Juanito Lelva was employe” to push Ai® not serm
to get to Tirst base. Curdian is about the only man right Jown who
is active, in the pfofes-ional fiel” - or so 1t secme’ to me. You, of
course, are much more familiar with the ~i‘nation than an I.

Tou will of course come up +: the TMicaragua meeting. By +he wav,

Aont let the new a'ministration fail to get out oo news letters or
sche’ule. You an” I have talke” much about *he tremendous importance
of news let*ers, when we have a group of men so widely =catteres as
those of the Tropical Regiom.

e .I sort of envy you, working in that California of the south .
(in my day they always spoke of Califomia as ‘he Chile of the Torthl)

0f course vou arc not going to be working Airectly in the field of

hor+iculture. |¥ou will be among the higher-ups in the field of eucation

and I just hope you will *ell them once in a whitle that post grads
Aus

will make better Ph N&s if they a background like wdxish Zamoranos
A

gete Or am I wrong?,I Aont think so.

Affactiona*e repar”s to bath of wvou. I hope we will soon be

eating turtle eggs together up in *hat fine club in HManagua.

TVver w:.n:!;:_u 3

Chl.

L
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Ineidcntally, when I came back from Chile
to Washington in 1920, one of the Errazuriz
boys (I believe they turn out that fine
UnAurraga Rhin wine) was a sccretary in
+he Chilean Legation in Washington. Ile
took me +o call on the Hinister (it was not
Ambassator at that time, I believe) and

we arraﬂjer" for the USNA +o send, thru nr
Fairchilat« office, some interesting

plant material +o Chile, Fomglﬂi* later

Errazuriz gok me the Orien al liérito,
Errazur’z

of which I am very proud, onec Trecason being
that I am +old it was the first decoration *
+o be established in the Wew World. It

was cstblished & that fine old Spaniard

Barney 0'lliggins, ad my Aiploma is

“slgnen by Arturs - Alessendris Tt-hangs in

ESCUELA AGRICOLA PANAMERICANA, INC.
my bedroom here. B 249 Sele

'?714«1—& v €. CoSia,
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ESCUELA AGRICOLA PANAMERICANA

Tegucugalpe, Honduras
Centro Americe

21 October 19u8

"

Dr, frencis B, Lincoln
Sub-Tropicel Experiment Station
University of Florida

Rou‘e 2, Jox 508

Homestead, Floride, U, S. A.

Deer Dr, Lincoln:

On returning from the United Stetes last week I dound your letter of

2% September, and I am delighted to see that you saved ell of the hybrid
Mexican avocedoe of which we sent you budwood some time ago. Since you
will be able to supple Dr, Loomis with propagatiog materisl in cese he
deeires it, * will not bother to send any from here, The grafte you mhve
established will serve as gnusleus for further propegetion end triel of
these varieties in Florida.

While 1t is a2 bit early to meke definite statements, #r, Fiester, our
horticulturist, feels that we shell probably save 23 of the 2U vaeristies
which we sent here from Mexico in late August. Some of the buds are already
six to ten inches high, I hope you will prepare sufficient stock plents

so that we can send you budwood of all of these in about eix months,

Most of thisg second lot are similar in character to the varieties obtained

last year, which ig to say that ktym they appesr to be Guatemalan-Mexicen hybrids
of the seame generel origin as Fuerte. We included this time, however, four

or five varieties of the Mexicen race selected for very strong growth or

good fruit, The strong growing ones we thought might prove useful =g
rootstocks.

When I wes in Celifornia lest month I saw buds which were put in at Los
Angeles, and they seemed likely to save the collection there. Bill Cooper
writes from Texas, howevep thet they did not have good stock plants on
hznd, and we shsll probebly have to send him budwocd from here next year
if they ere tc establiegh a collection there. Incidentally, they seem to
feel that West Indian-Mexicen hybrids may prove very adaptable to the Rio
Grand Valley, mpre so than any other avocedos., They have found a group
of trees which they believe to be hybride of thie sort at Cludad Victoria
in Tamaulipes end plen to get budwood from there. I hope to wisit that
reglon myself in a year or two in order to make a study of this group.

You can count upon my continued interest in the development of the avocedo
industry in Florida.

With best regards alwsys.
Sincerely yours

signed* 7) ¥ilson Ropenqe
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Vihat we want to know right now is this: did you get a good
start with 13520? This is the most promising one of the 1947 intro-
ductions, so far. Out of ten which blossomed this spring, it is
the only one which is carrysng much fruit, and there is a fine crop
on all four of our trees, It was the strongest grower of the whole
bateh, right from the start, and it is a curious variety; growth
which locks like that of a strong Mexican variety, with lots of anise
odor, but the fruit (on the original tree) was nearly a pound in
welght, thick-skinned - more like a good Guatemalan or one of your
Florida hybrids between Guatemalan and West Indian, Be sure you
get a good start with this variety. Ve can send you more buds at any
time. Frults are now about an inch long.

: Did I sent you the transeript of our .original notes, made at
4tlixco, with outlines of the frults? If not, I must do so. . Ve made
up 5 or 6 copies including the collections made in August 1948 and
sent several to California, one to Bill Cooper at Veslaco, and two
to Mexico. You must have one for your files.

Before ‘long now we can send you budwood of the 1948 selections.
Several are available right now, but some of the others are not

‘'yet quite large ‘enough for us to cut buds from them,.\Vhen do you

think you can get a permit for importation? . When you send it dowm,
we will ship'all lof the varieties we have available, which you do
not have safely established In your collection2 T suppose you are

‘using West Indian rootstocks. We think these are giving better results

here than Guatemalan or lMexican. If you finally get some schiedeana
plants {rom Washin%tcn, by all means try some of them as rootstocks.

Tiow is the e for us to get a lot of those Atlixco hybrids
established for trial in Florida. I belleve we have just about 30
of them growing here at present - perhaps a few more. We got a few
varieties of the Mexlican race in Atlixco-last time, ahd also from
over tovards Michoacan. They may not be so interesténg, but I still
have to be convinced that there is mot a place, in California, for
a really good llevican variety. Yr Coit thinks 1t will be hard to
find anything better than some of those they already grow, and he
may be right.

Sincerely yours,

LWilson PFpa:§:~4L’€;H““2

¥ _Inc.fﬂo/u:a Fhose 97[ 1947,
J
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Dr, Lincoln -2 = 18 June 1949

Because it is so difficult to dimport seeds into California and Florida, we
are trying here to do the prel work on wild avocados and avocado relatives,
It is going to be a long time job. If we get anything good I suspect we will have
to send bud wood to the States instead of seeds and you will have to wait until
you can fruit the tuds before you can do anything, This makes a pretty dark
picture not to mention the dicouraging results we have obtained so far with our
seedlings which are growing in our experiment plot. Many of these at two to four
feet hight are dying out already.

Sincerely yours,

Wilson Fopenoe
Director

W S gaen

éu.cé/;r?{ dartr, QJ-I:'- '



EscueLA AGRiICOLA PANAMERICANA

T\ APARTADO B3

| TrauciaaLra, Honounas
CENTRO AMERICA

4 June 1949

Dr Francis B Lincoln
Subtiropical Exp Station,
Hemestead, Fla.

Dear Doctor Lincoln: -

Yours of the 1lst has just come. We are delighted to
hear that the budwood went through in good shape. Ve are going to keep
on throwing this stuff at you until you have all of the new Atlixco
selections safely established in several parts of I'lorida. Three or four
months from now you can tell us what numbers are still lacking and we will
complete the set # I am sending you by oydinary mail two coples of the
transcript of the original notes covering all of the new introductions,
which will give you a chance to check up and see what you lack. You can
f£ile these notes wherever you wish - one copy at your station and one copy
elsewhere might be the best bet.

You say you want small avocados. That was the very thing we had in
mind during the Atlixco explorations of the past two seasons. Tye folks in
Czlifornia are out for the same thing = but maybe you want them even
smal_er., They want an eight or ten ounee fruit. While on the subject of
size, I might mention that when I was at the meeting of the Calif Avocado
Society in 1947 I told them that I had jm=t thrown away ten years of my
#ife. Wnen I wes sent out to hunt for avocados, a one-pbund fruit wes
our ideal, and I passed by several thousand gaoa—looking eight and ten
ounce fruitsl Ythen you get the transcript of our notes you will see
that there are plenty of small fruits among the Atlixco set. As small
as anybody could want, I reckon. If not, we will get you some smaller
ones.

Ve are Tinding we can send avocado budsticks packed in pliofilm
bags and in skmilar mat-rial without the use of sphagnum. These can go
by airmail and get through very promptly. You probably lmow a lot more
about it thar I do. We learned several things from Dr Ochse who wgs hers
last week and told me of seeing you recently in Fldrida. Recently I
sent two lots of budwood to Mexico by airmail - one in sphagnum and waxed
paper, the other in a pliofilm envelop, and the latter got through in
better shape than the former. I was raised on sphagnum moss and it is
hard for me to give it up; but this new system seems mighty interesting.
We may send you some buds of 13520 one of these days to try it out.

sincerel ’

Viilson Popenoe

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



EscueLA AGRICOLA PANAMERICANA

™\ APARTADO 93 TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS
CENTRO AMERICA

25 May 1949

Dp, Francis B, Lincoln, Horticulturist
Apricultural Sxperiment Stations
University of Florida

Homestead, Florida

Dear Dr, Lincoln:

Your letter of the 21st with the shipping tag has
just come., MWe are roing to dispatch some more bud wood
this afterncon using this tarz. We will send as many of

= the 1948 varieties as we can., Also a little more tud
wood of 13520,

We want you to have a copy of the transcript of all
our Mexican notes and as soon as we can get around to it
we will have several of thess prepared to place on record
in Florida. There are several available in California,
one in Texas and two in Mexico.

We shall be interested to hear how this shipment
reaches you.

With best regards always.

Sincerely zours,

) 2 A€

Wilson Pogenoe
Directo:

: jwm
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EscueLA AGRICOLA PANAMERICANA

APARTADO 83 TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS

CENTRO AMERICA

19 January 1951

Dr Francis B Lincoln
Subtropical Experiment Station
Homestead, Florida.

Dear Doctor Lineoln:

ok Thanks for vour let‘er of the 16th and the clipping
regarding the !feyer lMedal which I had not seen, Bt

I have been in Cuba gquite a2 number of times, heiinning in 1914,
and vhile I have naver seen Lhere any avocados definifely earlier in
season than the common West Indian seedlings, I know that there is
an oceasinnal tree which ripens later than the average. Such a trae
is Trapp of Cuban oripgin, I believe, I have always felt that we shonld
maks a Fhorough search in Cuba for late-ripening Vest Indians. I do
not believe it has ever been made., There was a variety propagated some
years a o undef the name Catalina, which came from Catalina de Gliines
between Habana and lMatanzas which was reputed to be quite late In
Tipening., I do not know what hss become of it. In recsnt years there
sErTs to have been a lack of intarast in avecado culture in Cuba.

Back in the 1920s thers ware sesveral orchards of hybrid Gnatemalan=
Wiest indian variaties mostly from Florida, but I did not hear anything
about them on this 1z st visit - just after we had been in Miami, I

did not have time to get about wvery much, however,

4s to the oil content, it has always been my impression that
the Yest Indian varieties never run as high as some of the Guatemalans
and even less so than the lMericans, But maybe this pojnt is = factor:
Un not varieties which are late-maturihp and hang a long time on the
tree develop a higher il content than the earlier or mid-season
varieties? And you have to remember that there 1s always a tendericy
to pick the mid-season varieties as early as possbble, and on the
other hand, there is a tendency to let the late varie%ies hangd on as
long as possible to get higher prices.

‘a are ghkad you 1il e our !Monthly News Letter and will enntinue
to send it to you.

It was a pleasure to see you, and T enly wish we had been able
to spend more time talking about our mutual interests, Best regards
always.

Sincerely,

Wilson Pojjanos

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



EscueLAa AGRICOLA PANAMERICANA

APARTADO 93 TEouCISALPA, HONDURAS
CENTRAD AMERICA

14 June 1952

Dr. Prancis B, Lincoln, Horticulturist
Agricultural Experiment Station of the
University of Florida,
Route 2, Box 508,
Homesteed, Florida. .
Dear Dr. Lincoln:

Replying to your letter of 25 April, I am afraid we ceannot

Memen. 2apeTe

send you seeds of Calocarpum mammosum because there are no trees
{n this part of Honduras. This fruit is not common here, even
on e opants

The best source I know is Cuba where it is abundent and the
fruits are larger and better than in most parts of Centrsl Ameri-
ca. You doubtless have contacts around Havana, 1if not I would
think the Estacion Agronomica at Sentiago de las Vegas could

fix you up., There are plenty of trees right on the station

Wilgon Popenoe
irector

grounds.

With best regerds.



= EscueLA AGRicoLA PANAMERICANA

APARTADO 83
TEsuUCicaLra, HoNDURAS
CENTRO AMERICA

10 Nowv 1949
Dmar Doctor Linedlin:
Hara is a pleturs of 13520 - photographed sxactly
2 wrs after insertion of the buds. Fruits are 10 to 14 ozs: bright
srean: slkin thim and wthery with no stone cells - maybe a 1ittle
thin for a commercial avocado. Qhality excellent. All in all, serms
to be & Gnatemala x Ifex hvbrid which has le aned way over toward the

# Florda™
Vex side. Should bs very interesting for trial in the Ridee section.

Vhen do you want some more budwood of the Mexican introductions?
e have recentlv seant a lot to Bill Cooper st Weslaco, Texas, and
will send him more in Dee, Ve hope you will try to get the whole
eollection mstablizhed in Florida. e ara shipping a batch of budwoord
to Venesuels today, packed in the "Airwrap" which you sent us. Ve
have alreadv made one shipment suecessfullv to that country. Chean-
est method known. in spite of high expense of airmail. When you
esn introduce 10 new vars, for ten bucks’vou cant kick.

Viith all pood wishes,

Sincerely,

¥ Thip i3 e sren ,.aﬁ-wr‘.F laks obsetpubee. W danp card £l ond Goniada Fee
.ﬁaﬁa
Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Antigua, Cuatemala, 22 June 1567

Pref. Ralph H. Sharpe,
College of Azriculture, University of Tlorida,
MeCarty Hall,
Gainesville.
Near Ralbphid

mwa fays age Arture Falla, Alberto Bignehl and myself had
s session on peaches, with some attentlen alse te pears. I weuld like
to tell yeu abeut a few recent developments, and at the same %ime ask
for your further assistance on a few peints.

Arture Falla made a fine showing this spring with Flerdawen. This
matures well ahead of mos* leecal peaches. He picked the frults hard
ripe, put them in trays with the apex upward, and seld them in Cuatemala
City. They went over big. Arture is propagating this variety rather
extensively, realising at the same time that yeu have warned that you
do net censider it the ultimgte thing, but it bears so heavily at his
place (6900 feet); it is so pretty, and so tasty, that he intends te
go-ahead with 1t until we get something better, He has alse dene well
with Flordaheme, of which he has some 50 trees in Bearing at 6900 feet.
Lewer down, at 5000 feet, Okinawa has produced anether beszutiful erep
this year and surely is geod enough te eat, but ef courseé we are
eounting en this mainly as 2 reetsteck. Arturo is planting mere for
+his purpese. !

As you lmew, we falled to get mueh actien out of Haley Murserles
this past seasoen. I have kept after them But 7o not get muel attentlen.
I feel pretty sure eur trouble is that we are smzll fry, shipping is
2 problem, and they are in Big Business.

This eeming seasen we mugt get steck of sf)/ma of the new varietles

whieh we have net tried yet. 7ou have mention(“"'-"ejan, Rechen, and a

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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nunker of others. Is there any way in whieh you can encourage Haley
to take care of us this coming season? e would be gla? te pet trees
in December, or in January at latest.

Having neted that Glen Balnt lpry has gone in fer seme of the
newer peaches, I have recently written George Taber, asking if he will
supply us this eoming season, and what varieies? We have dealt with
Glen SeintMary fer mere than 15 years; they have lmewn hew te ship,
and they have sent goofl steek, But I understan? that they are new enly
in the wholesale business, and they may net want to Bother with an
order for 300 or 400 trees, to Be chipped abroad. T shall Be Interested
to see what Taber writes - if he 18 willing to help us - but In any
caxe I @i not sure he has all the varieties yeu wlll recommend for
trial here. -

Apple planting is geing ahea? well here and deoes net need much
help. Plums are so abundent that it is net wlse te push this frult very
much. But we are just getting a start with pears. This is a harder Job
than peaches. Arture Falla, whe is a ;reat propagater, has estabklished
the Tennessee variety of which you gave me budwoed (seieng), but we
are anxisus te ‘etFMerieouer whieh has Been published recently by
the American Pomeleogical Soelety. Do you lmew much abeut 1t? The
Tennessee Experiment Statlen offers sclens, but I deubt if they will
cend them this far. Do you think you could get us a few, whiech Mugh
could dispateh to me by air mail, and I could turn over to Arture?

T am wonderige if this variety has enough Chinese Sand Pear bleood to
be good here at medium elevations - say 6000 feet. Baldwin is deing
veautiful¥y with Falla at 6900 feet; you may recall that we Brought
in 100 trees from Glen Saint Mafy in January of last year. Here at
my place, 5000 feet, this variety has not done well, but eenditiens

in my garden are not favorakle - mainly seil.
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Returning te peachess: Mhat we have net dene, is make any pregress
in connection with "canning elings". Slightly eover twe years age a
pretty complete set was Introduced from Califernia, but as was te be
anticipated, peaches from Central Califernia are net for us. At eur

meeting the other day, 1t was asked if we could not get canning elings

frem Flerida. I sald that in my talks with you, I had gained the im-
pressisn that you do net have canning elings in Flerida. Is this net
right? There is a rapidly grewing interest in precessing here. Before
long there is going to be a deman? for canning elings. It has Bren my
feeling that our best bet 1§ to hunt for geo? melocotenes, like these
you saw at Santa Maria de Jesus, an? propagate them. They will be in
season here in anether six weeks, and we are determined te scour the
highlands for good seeilings. Of course I cant forget your experienfe
with the seeds you took from Santa Marla. But 7e you lmew of any
Petter way for us te develop canning elings than te prepagate and test
gome of the best lecal seedlings?

Looks like I went get te Gainesville again until teward the end
of the year. I want to devote a goed deal of time between now anéd
October to these temperate zene fruits, right here in Guatemala. As
you knew, there is a wealth of seedling peaches in this country. And
the pears need a lot of investigatien. Ineidentally, what de yen think
of Callleryana rrotstoeks for our conditiens? I Belleve George Taber
+pld me he is using this exclusively. Everyene here is sticking te
menzanilla (Crataegus stipulesa) partly because it is hard for us
to get anything else, and partly because when planted in the orchard
and grafted when the trunks ate twe inches in diameter it seems te
give pretty satisfactory results.

Many thanks in advance for any help you can give us,

Fai*lfg/;y Yours,

| Huntmétitetefor Bot&ffﬁé‘l”ﬁ?@’éﬁméﬁtatlon



Mtigua, Guatemala, 20 fept 1968

Prof. R.H.Sharpe
University of Florida
Gainesville.
near Ralphi

Tt was mighty good of you to go to all that trouble re.
the ‘calleryana' business - your letter of the 12th. Taber wrote me that
they have been using it exclusively for about 15 years, and they use
i+ because it bude easily and makes strong trees. He sal® when we
got our first'Hood’ and Kieffer trees from him, about 1930, they were
using "Japan" roogstoeks, I suppose he means something of the sand
pear type. Jorge Benltez tells me he has used"Kieffe:: seedlinge here
in Guatemala; he thinks they are allright for the hybrids sueh as
“Hood' but not for Freneh pears (such as Bartlett, Anjou, ete). I
dont think he has had much expérience in this respect, however. I am
writing +he Oregon Agr'l Exp Station to see if they can add something
+0 tle information whieh vou have given us.

You mention that ‘calleryand is reported to be a good stock for
‘Bartlett in California. You add that there seems to be no objection
to its use except that it is not winter-hardy. That would be no
problem here, of conrse. Me are going ahead to orfer seed from Herbst
Bros - I hope they wont let us down. I wonder where they get their
seed?

I am trying to get more information re t+he nematode problem on
peaches here. T will pass on to you anything T learn. As soon as I
get an opportunity, I will do some Aigeging at the Kern place up on
the road to Guatemala City, where they have Adug out and destrdyed

half a dozen or more treecs because they say they were being killed

Hunty rﬁngt:tute for Botam et Iﬁgfd%?éﬁt’ﬁﬁfé‘ﬁ(
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Mtigua, Guatemals,$19 August 1967

Prof. R H Sharpe
University of TFlorida, Galnesville.

~ear Ralphi
Very many thanks for your interesting an® helpful let*er

of 20 July. e have Been in touch with G L Taber of Glen Saiqt Mary
who Ehi’ year is offering six of thg peaches in wilch we are inter-
beted: he =ays he will supl.'-l-_!- us and since he lnows= how to ship to
Central America  (we lhave ha? trees from him several times in the
past 15 years/ ‘_". am placing an of#®y with him, for Arturo Falla, for
1% #ress each of the Peachemj 100 more Beldwin pears and two new
pears we have not ha? as yet. I assume these will all be on Calleryana
because when I visited him & year or two ago he Sfliﬁ that is the ’
rootstock they are usins. Ealla is plarning +o order a lot of seed
of this species. In other worfs, interest in the Crataggue rootstock
is waning; the Minlsterio de Airicultura has gquite a good nursery
com?.ng on, all on "French pgar" rootz - I suppose mc-st':Ly Bartlett.
mhis nursery is in fine condition - it is near here and I take a
lock et it every fer weeks. L

“peaking of pesrs, thls frult and the peach have heer“getting
practically 211 of cur attention this surmer, thnugtx we had John
Bregger with us for a few Aays, late last month, an? went in%o the
apple situation with him, He 'mows an ewful lot more akout apples
then we Aol Inelrentally, he identifled the famous "Tuarez' apple
of Chichicastenango, which I had Wegun to think was Ben Navls, as
"Wealth;. “his 15 goo news, forl\kal*hy‘, of whieh we 'lr-'.m__-jhi-_in a
few trees three years ago, 1s stowing promlse here in my garf!en_ at
5000 feet. The crop this yesr at Chichicastenango is tremendous
and the fruit is selling at a fine price.

. Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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But to go back to the pears. "here i1s a variety on th‘a\mkat
here now which they eall Kafman. I eannot find +his in any o¥ the
literature I have, and when Bre;,ger was with us we compared t}\
fruits with *hose of two' Hood trees a+ Teepan which we importe? 85
years ago. It looks llke the same thing. If you imow of a pear called
Kaﬁman', tal} mes Thiz "Ka'man" 1= really good; has the pear flavor
as Hnlﬁ;zin does, ls often guite largr-r_! though gquite varissle in
slze snad Mhape. T+ 1s weing propagated this summer on a commerceial
scale, Tike Kpiffer anAPinespple, it obviously has a lower ca 111ing
requiremenf_thm the ﬂomes’rifa Pears; it 1s 2 =mtrong gErower; and it
ias very prnf?:cﬁve. Falla and T ‘hfgin *o think ocur future like in
these hysrids ra:her than in the domesticas, "Bos'e'is a wealt grower
and not very productive, Comice better - we ere propagating some
of it. But we feel that the grower is going fo Ao much setter with
things 1ike "Baldwin' and Tood" (Kedman?).

You mention 4he lack of color in 'Flordawor;. That is not:prou__enl
here -~ i* has plenty of coldr at Falla's place, 6900 feeet. Bub
more and more we are worrying about the uneveness in ripening. Te
pleked the last frults of the season juet last week; I have held s
Aozen of them here at my house, and thev are all rotting at the
apex vrl_ﬂle =still too hard for eating at tl}e ®ase. Fallaﬁlu a
hundred +rees in eearing. r’ne:r have the advantage of ri;f;ninﬁ much
earlier than our loesl s9nalings, and he had no troukle delling
the early ones, at a good price. But I suspect he will ¥e top-working
*hese treas eventually. ‘Rar’ igold anr'r"nfurn' from lmrisfronﬁ have
done well at Mezaltenango. e were up there last momn th and "Rariigold
(not so early here!) was earrving a tremendous erop of weauti ful
Deaches. But remember, they are at 7800 feet. "he eeting Q“ai"litf

is not nearly so good as Flordawon, su‘ our puklic is hot so élrit-
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ieal as yours, prowably; there is, however, an insistence on peaches
which have more acifity than “Earligolﬂp o I fhink you remem‘neg 1 to:l.;
you that Chico de Sola has given up the old "Jewef-:\nge}'-’wadé' group
as well as Hall's Yellow' and Morothy N, sadl of which do very well
here.
Now for the canning clinga: this is what all of us are after
right nows Falla 1s propsgating seversl from fanta Maria de Jesus,
A firn in Guatemala City (Mucal) has just cormenced putting ouf
halved gsnning; clings, copying Mel fonte, Falle and I got a ean last
week and tried them‘. Pretty falr eating. ™hat worries me is that ..
all the lazge clings I have geen up to dow are shy hearers, eomparad
to Eha seedling duraznoe or small peaches. Heybe we will fin? some
proAuctive ones; we alrea’y Wawe them but not of the largest gize.
e have some which are about as large as averace .?1he?-+a§', and may
have to settle for that type. But we wlll keer on looking. I believe
_ we are going to get somewhere. Inc'dentally, Mel Honte (Calpac) has
a man - one of my old Zemorano wbysi=: eovering Central America. They
are out $o develop production of frults for julece arnd for canming
throughout Central Amerieca - =z situation which has been ma'e rossible
®y the estahlishmgnf of +he Cen*ral Anerican Common Market. Mel
Monte has licensef a firm here in Guatemala to meke four "nectars" -
the sweef things are the ones which go over blg in Latin ”i_‘:'riea-
They send Adowyn concentrates from Cal 1fomia, at present, and are
holding réovm to app‘_le, peach, pler a;v' anrieot nectars. Three cans
for a quarter of s docllar, over the écunter. -
mhe Gerber man called on me last year. I tried to interest
him in Guatemala wut it seems, as Wwou men*iom, tha* thev are golng
in to ¥enezuela. They can get all the pese hes'they want in that

gountry, ®efore long, It v!11 not e so easy down there, when 1%
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comes to apples and pears, wut since they are inteeste? in baby
foods, maybe 1t 1s the earrots and that sort of thing whieh is thébr
main okjective,

As for importing poll_e:n. frc_m the @+ates, Arturo Falla is probably
the only man here who eculd handle this sort of project, an® I Joubt
that he is ready for it yet, but I will talk 1t over with him.
Obviously,-this will ®e the ultimate thing, wut I suspect until we
have worker_‘i througl some of the things you are producing first.
Falla would, I know, We hsppy to test'some of the things you mgntion,
varieties which are subject to rroq+ dsmaga with you. Falla has
plenty of land at 4800 feet, whire ‘Flordawort has een very successful
anrd Okinm is goilg skrong. Falla has planted quite a few ”Mnawas
to get seed, and iutgnﬂs +o use this D?ach as a stoek just as soon
as he has enough see?. I kelieve he ha? more than 1000 fruits this
year But he wants a nursery of 10,000,

T+ 15 pegrettasle tha* we Ao not have more men like Falla.
Perhaps we ¢an tum up a few, or +rain a few. ™'e government 1s
going in mainly for apples - pr;ncipally'wingar Bansna - right now,
with a limited guantity of pears, mainly "Kafman"., In Quezaltenango
they have dome really fine nurseries ofhm?lliqgﬂerto; a+ocke,; re=-
garding which we are getting » it worried, as T may have written you,
¥ecausc apple trees do nok grow to the come 1ar§e elze here they
Ao in +he States, and we wonder if we went any dwerfing.

I expect o e in Gahnesville By Octover at latest, end I look

forward to some interssting talks with you.

F aigzﬁ,llly y

A /’/ «Lasy
"1lgon Popenoe

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Hun

6~

P.S,

M

I must amplify my Hlscussiongthe pears a bit, I sald "Falla
an® I Begin to think our future ‘.'Lies in thess hybrids rathe in
the démesticas. I am afraid that isnt the whole story. We are Ais-
eouragéd by the somfﬁhat weak growth and seanty production of some
of the fine pears on which we have been working these past few
years, but the two major varieties which have long Ween grown here
will prodably continue to hold prominent plases. These ars the
va.rieties“‘richc; and myself have mentioned in our publications as
"Larga" and "Redonda". The latter we have believed and still welieve
ig'Lincoln. It does well here at 6500 feet and up to ?500."I.arga“
the same. We had wegun to feel that Larga 1s "Clapp's Favorite"
and John Bregger, who knows a lot more about domestiea pears than
we do, agrees. Now, as you know, this is a pretty good pear in
gome places, Here it is the most produc*ive of all the domestieas
we have, and it matures first. This year we got some specimens
early :nd ripened them more or less properly and they were good,
Our trousle has been that growers here leave them on the trees too
long; they have poor flavor, an tum Brown at the core. IlLincoln'
is not quite so good a bearer But doesnt tum brown at the core.

I heliew:::'rill encourage planting "Larga"; it represents probably
75% of the pears now grown here, because of its good growth and

heavy produetion. If we can train people to ripen it properly it

~
will we allright. P
o



MItigua, Guatemala, 7 October 1968

Prof. Ralph H. Sharpe
University of Florida, Gainesville.

Near Ralphs

Jom Walker of Marshallville, Ga. has shipped us 10,000

o
N’ta!llagt.lard‘f seeds. Arturo Falla, who will handle most of them, has not

had very good luck germinating peach seeds in the past - he has had
1little experience. So I asked Mr Walker for advice and he sald to
soak the seeds, right in the bag, in running water for about eight
davs, then stratify them and put them in eold storage for at least
eight weeks, then plant about January 20th.

He also suggested that we ask for your advkegwm,sinece you are in
a climate more like ours. Arturo Falla has just Aroppe” in and says
what about eracking the seeds before you soak them 8 days in mmning
water? And do you remove the kernels before stratification, or
just before planting, or not at all?

Knowing our climate, we feel sure you can tell us just how to
handle these seeds, if you will be good enough to do so.

Many thanks in advance.

Sine erelz )

Pl

Wilson Popenoe
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7 October 1968

Ralph: I have just eaten a perfectly tipened hut rather small specimen
of that'”ennessee'pear of which you sent Aown budwood with me three
or four years ago. Temn 37-20 isnt it. Really good. Juicy, no hard
stone cells, flavor equal to that of some of the Furopean pears. I
as-ume this has some 'serotina blood, but not 1/2 it would seem. Color
Aull yellow with a red“ish check, Arturo Falla is Aelighted with this
pear. He has it growing at about 6800 feet; we dont know just what it

will do at lower elevations. /W
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Antigua, Guatemala, 21 February 1971

Dr Ralph H. Sharpe
Tniversitr of Flori~a
Gainesville.

Dear Ralph:

Ye-ter7ay we -pent the afternoon with Arturo Falla an~” T
have a goed ~eal to report. As a starter, I enclose a memoran”um he
has prepared for you. He says it does not cover evervthing but I
think it does ineclude a list of most things in which you are intere-+e.

On the mountainside at Concepeidn, 6800 to about 7000 feet, he
is completing the planting of about 100 acres in orchard form, about
two thirds in pears and one third in peaches; including your Sunred
nectarine (of which he gave us about 50 fruits yesterday - pleade
note that this is February 21. These fruits are small, about an inch
an” a half in Aiameter.

The pears are - about half of them - on ‘Cra‘taegusl rootstocks
two years old, grafted in permanent pisitions in the field - you know
that they Ao net graft this reetsteck in the nursery. The rest are en
Pyrus g_gl._]mmz grafte? in the nursery or bench-graftei an® kept in
cold storage for a while before going into the field. Arturo is
Aoing -ome fine work on t+his propagation business. He is the only man
in Guatemala for this sor+ of work.

come of the peaches he also has growing at San Seba-tian, “own
near his house, about 4800 feect. We have agreed that it is important
in comnection with peaches especially, to compare behavior at the two
elevations. “cunred has done well at both; also Flordawon. But we feel
that the higher level is going to be best, and probably many things
will net be well adapted at the lower elevation.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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As to rootstocks, he is still going to use Crataegus for pears
to a certain estent. He 1ls delighted with the behavior of callervana
up to new, but of course we must havVe more experience with it., But
50 Baldwing we importssse from Glen S%pt Mary seven years ago, which
Wwe assume are on callervana are growing beautifully at Concepéién
and right now are for the first time, producing quite a few flowers
and theréiggﬁa fruits half an inch long. For peaches, he las been
dicappeinted withiwemaguar&; which he imported in quahtity more than
two years ago; he says i+ does not grow well. ' Okinawa ha- “one better
an? he has about 100 see”lings in fruit, but as I think I have +old
you, the frults he got last season containe” very few visble see’s.
He_is waing local peach seedlings more than anything else. I might
aaﬂ’thgt he has about a thousand seedlings of Pz;gg ngulagﬁo}énz from
see’s which we receive'_{rom Oregon a coup}e_of_ygarE a{c,_w%+h whi9h
he is_ga}ng +o egperiment. So far, he feels that they are not growing
nearly as well ag callervana. A _.a¢m_C44Lﬁ;L 1) .

Arturoc ghowed us some two-year-ol? grafts of "Pera Rarga" and
Tennessee 37-20 which are carrving quite a fé% fruits. Incldentally,
you asked us to put a name om that Tennessee pear of whiich you gave me
the original scions. Some months ago I told Arture about this and
he has been thinking about it. He says his men are labelling the
grafts "TENN" and they will probably use this name for it.

You will note from his memorandum that we received a few scions
ufﬂEarly Amber in 1968, These have not done at all well, About a month
ago we got a let of scions of this variety and Arturo topworked them
on three year o0ld trees of Flordaqueen and Flordawon. e showed me

yvesterday a number of these grafts whichiare already sim inches high.
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Tejon has borne fruit and Arture likes it. T™wo years ago we had
fruits of what was sald to be'Suwannee' from Huehuetenango and we all
liked it. e looked at the trees of "the California varieties" which
were planted in 1966 and as he no*es in his memorandum they are hope-
less. ‘Bonita" and "L{aygolﬁ" are not going to Ao anyth%.;g;uﬁi these
varieties are at Concepcién, about 6900 feet, Vou will note +he liet
of peaches which he believes merit further propagation.

In 1969 you sent us the following pears: “f‘urprise", ‘Packham Trimghk
and “Mericourt". Fred Hough alse brought ~own ‘i‘,lericourt’. Arture has
these three established but of course it is teo early te know anything
about them. I haVe been especially interested in Mericourt. Arture
is completely sold on Temn 37-20 and has propagated severad hundred
trees and has given some scions to the Ministerio of Agriculture which
are growing on callervana in the nurésery at Los Aposentos near
here, I have seen them, and they look well. Altitude 5900 ft.

You know that the pears whichw';:'ing propacated commerciallv here
right now are the following: "Larga" which we believe to be Clapp
Favorite", but I am afraid there are several varietiesg are calléd Larga
and not all of them are Ciapp. "Redonda" we have been calling "Lincoln"
but we can not be sure about 1t. Another goo? pear which we have
been watching at Tuezaltenange we are calling "Clairgeau" and there
will be a let of it DBlanted this year. I am not at all sure it is
Cleircean. 'Hood is being prepagated extensively and Baldwin will
begin to be this year. And "Temn" as far as the sciens will permit.

It has just occurre? te me, a few months ago, that we have been
terribly slow in trying to clear up this nomenclature business in
connection with pears. I think you will recall that seven or eight
Years ago we came to believe that the "Juarez" apple is really '"Wealthy!

but we could not be sure, so I got some trees of Wealthy from Bountiful
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Ridge. One of them bore two fruits in my gar?en and I was able +o
compare them with fruits ef "Juarez" and there could be no doubt that
this variety is."faalthyt Now, I have asked the folks at Beltsville
to send us some scions of‘blaPP:{iincolﬂ andﬂclairgnad} IT we get
them, arture will put them on gallervang of which there are nok more
than 25,000 seedlings ready for grafting. There is another pear
here which they are calling "Mexicana" because they got it from Mexico.
T dont knmew what it is, but itmpretty oebviously pure communis. Arture
is propagating it en quite a l;rge scale.

Just one last item: We aTe nat rally much interestes iniharly
Ambu;'because of its importan€e in Florida. It seems to me when I
was up there I saw a leffiét which the ownmers of the patent had put
put and which showed the fruit in celers. Maybe this is s+ill avail-
able; maybe other a’vertis=ing literature hac bern put out. Youn will
know what might be ha’. I wonder if you would phone Mrs Chris
Gallagher in Hugh's office, tell what to get an” where, an? ask her
to write for it, and if she gets anything to send it down to me by
airmail.

In the government nurseries at Aposentos they are making good
progress with apples (mostly<Winter Bananas) and with pears, and
they are propagating a lot of "melocotones" canning clings of the
kind they have at Santa Maria de Jesus. You know all about them.
They are taking sciens from amy tree which is knewn to be a "melocoton'.
We all know tha: melocotones require more elevatiom than the smaller
melting flesh peaches which are so abundant here, an® we all lmow
that the melo¢etones, so far as we have 4observe” them, do not hegr

the heavy crops that the Jurgznos “o. I am afraid we are hea’lng for
trouble,
w AL A
ith regards and best wishes, {/_ / /L’C

FalttBfully yours wilsen ?:;:;;:T“\»
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Diciembre de 1970

MEMORANDUM
Para. Dr, Wilson Popenoe
De: ArturoFalla C,

Asunto: Reporte preliminar dek comportamiente de la intro-
duccién de variedades de; DURAZNCS, MTLOCOTONES,
NACTARINES, PERAS, y MANZANAS en las plantaciones
:?591 Anexo "La Concepcién" de 1s Finca San Sebas-

n.

Entre Duraznos y Melocotones, se han probado més de treinta
variedades de las cuales 21 son originarhas de Florida v

8 de California, a parte de varias criollas y de un lote

de la Universidad de Rutgers, de las cnales estas filtimas
las posibilidades de encontrar una ague respondas ser$ muy
difieil,

Lag variedades de Florida son las siguientes:
Flordahome, Flordawon, Flordagueen, Okinawa en Diciembre 1963

Flo - W-1826, 16-33, 26-31, W, 10-24,Q202-8
L-27-12, Bonita, Maygold y Tején en Diciembre de 1967

FlordabelleyFlordared, Early Amber, 13-72 W, 5-58 en 1968
Las variedades de California son las signientes:

Cardinal, Coronet, Elberta, J.H. Hale, Red Globe, Red Haven
Rio Oso, Suncrest.

(De este grupo ninguna existe a la fecha
aun cuando fueron plakas en 1966. Estss variedades DEFINITIVA-
MENTE, no deberian de importarse.)

las ﬁnigks variedades aue hasta el momento han merecido ser
propagadas son las siguientes:

Flordawon, Flordasun, 5-109, W-1826, 16-33, L27-12 y Tején
aunque Okinawa ha demostrado tener mucha adaptabilidad nara
usarla en el futuro como pstrén.

Algtunss de las mencionadas arriba, aun concidero muy nrematuro
propagarlss intensivamente en vista del corto tiempo que tienen
aunque las manifestaciones iniciales han sido satisfsctorfas.

NECTARINES
NACATARTAS: Han sido introducidss 4 vsrieddes asiy
Sunred, 5-107, Q303-4 y Sun Gold en Boviembre 1968

A& 1a fechs Unicemente Sun Red demuestra aunague dado el tiempo
de sembradas un comnortamiento extraordinario, muv buena pro-
duceién y plantas muy viporozas, por lo cnal se ha propagado
intensamente. No as{ las otras que se pueden descartar momenta-
nesmente.
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intigua, Guate,ala 29 March 1971

Prof R H Sharpe
Caihesville, Fla.

Near Ralfh:

Arture Falla fairly jumpe? out of his shees when I read him
your let+er. He feels flattered to think that ‘16-33"i'=l such a geed
peach, tlhe, ha ha? sized it up as the hest +hing we have reeeiwed from
you and has already budel a couple of hun'red see?lings to this
variety.

I will ret write a* length un+il I havel ha? a chance te talk with
him mere at length, but I am writing new to say that Arture i- going
nerth te attend the annual Beard meeting of Escuela Agricela Panamericana
in Wew York, 3 May, and would like to step off a day or twe in Gaines-
ville en his way home, ¥&f 1t will be convenient fer veu to spend an
Hour er se with him. Te aveid making you write a letter, I am enclosing
a slip which I will thank you te f£ill out and mail te me. Arture
will be arriving in Galnesvilla May 4 eor 5 I believe, - Tues7ay or
Wednesday. If vou hgve any budweod that he can bring dewn with him,
he will be Aalighted +o pick i+t up. I +old him abeut the 200 new peach
serlings which vou wen% t&ngendto someone dovm here tepwork them. I
will say in the first place that Arture is the only man in the picture.
He still has a let of Flordawon an? Florﬁahome", 3 an? 4 yr teld *trees,
and would use +hem, (He has alrea’y tepworke? a let of +hem te 'Early
Mbe;).

He would be gla? ¥o bring back with him vour new rectstock seleci-
ionss I told him about the Okinawa see’s (I was talking with him ever
the phene; I have not yet seecn him persenally since getting your

letter) and he says it wouldnt do eany geed to clip off the end of the
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pit, fer se far as last wear! = Okinawa fruits were concarme” there
was nothing inside!
We are enthusiastic about vour TEN cacilinga, fetter than Teen

or Baldwin. We sure want to get them ~ewn here as seen as poscibles

Yesterday I tokk Hugh mnd Dean Broyming up te Concepcién where Ar+ure
has mest of his Pears and peaches, and we were all surprised te see

so many twe-year-old pear grafts on Crataegus which are carrying quite

a few i".r'u'.u:'s’..‘t The 50 seven vear old Balfwins which I get Arture
from Glen St Msry are fine tall (teo slender) trees and are begin-
ging to prudﬁe a few, very few fruite. Hugh asked why we had not
headed back these trees when they were young, and formed better crewvns.
T wish you would talk to Arture abeut ferming geod trees« of such
varietits as Baldwin:an® Pineapple. I Aont knew just what you ~e in
Fleridas

Arture will +ell veu all abeu* "Smrad'. The fruita T sampled in
Pebruary were net nermal, and it wasnt “ue to crew’ing. As fer coler,

+hey couldnt have been redder, =11 over, but I dent think thev were

full mafure as I ha® to keep them a werk or mere befora thev were
soft.
Avturo has grafted a let of TENMT this spring. ¥y enly gquestien

warked

sbout this variety is regarding its chilling requirement. You knew
“
that Clapp Faverite (if thisﬁour iLarga" does well at 6500 feet.

Artuve's Concepcién is pretty clese teo 7000, but that lsnt a great

ﬁiyz_m M;_MJ-IA.

Aiffarence. l‘Bar'tlei':{:' has te‘:ﬁut gighty clese to 8000 te Ao anything.

;e7au“"f§g:

~ BRlawin is doing well near Antigua at 55004
Best regardis always

Faithfully yours

= 2
wileon Pepenee
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) Intigua, Guatemala 10 Harch 1971
|

Prof Ralph H Sharie
Tnivers ty of Florida
Gaine-ville; Fla.

dear Ralph:

La=t year, I belleve it was, I wrole you that Arturo Falla
has one of pour numbere” peaches which he thinks is good. This morning
T was at San Sebastian and he gave me a2 speciment to =ample, He says
it is your number 16-33 and tha* bulwoo’ was regeived here on 5

\w{\ December%-j? (+his seems too early to me)s. The fruit we sampled
is a melsing flesh clingstone, about two inches in diameter, without
the objectionable beak of Flordawon and evenly ripened over the whole
fruit. Lets of red color on the surface. Flesh very juicy, flaver
spicy, plenty of acid; guality very good by our standardse. Arture
says the tree is productive and you will note that the season is very
early, though you lmow that peaches and other fruits are inclined
+to lose their seasonality here. It was grown at Concepeidn, altitude
about 6800 feet,

i
wil=on Popenoe
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Antijuay Guategpala 14 April 1971
Prof Ralph H Sharpe
University of Flerifa, Galnesville.
Near Ralphi
Yesterday I went Adewn fte San febastian fer the second time

in a few Aays. T ha? alrea’y given Arturo Falla yeur meme, +elling
him hew to find you in Gainesville = and that yeu weuld meet him if he
would aend you werd. Arture sail” he has written vou, He 1s abselutely
delighte? at the Invitation an” I think his visit is geing to 70 a
le+ for him and for peaches and pears in Guatemala, I hepe he brings
back a“let of experimental material. He has theuecands ef callervana
stecks rea’iy for grafting and will tep-werk as many peach *raexas
necessary.

He gave me a fl?: efFFlorr‘awonél. Beautiful. They ha? just been
picked. Fine coloratien. This merning when I starte? te werk én them
I found that they were already beginning te break down at the tips,
and were still hard-=ripe at the stem end. But mighty geed eating.

Guillerme Arriaga is deing quite a goed Job en apples, pPears and

peaches at the government nurseries near Chimaltenange and Quezaltenange.

But the only peaches being propagated are,the maliadetones, seedling
trees from various parts of the country., We know very little dout them
and w.+ll wonder about their productiviftyy. I am af‘mi-” we are (Or
may be) hea“ing for some Aisarpeintment with eur "canning elings". I

wish yeu woul® “iseuss this prablem with Arturc when he comes.

'Hﬁ,}"]
71
’nl
i
—

Be=t regards always,

Ve

Wileen Popence
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Antirua Gua‘emala, 10 August 1971

Prof. Ralph H Sharpe
Saingevatles
Dear Ralph:?

I sure had luck with the budwood (scions) you gave me in
Gainesville. Kept them Engfi’lée--m’cil I got to Tegucigalpa and then
wondered how I would get them over to Guatemala (I Aidnt come
here on my way south).Just the day I arrived in Teguei I found
tha*+ Arturo Falla was there and was flylng back to Guatemala the
next morning.

When I came over here a few Jays ago I phone? Arturo and he
dropped in, Told me that the scions were in fine condition} were
grafted promptly; and he think= practically every one has stucks
most of them have broken ia*-o growth alrea‘y.

I talked with Ralfhmabou#- my talkes with you, an? passe’ on
your aVice about thinndng Sunreﬁs and a few other matters. I also
gave him the bulleting I got at your office.

Arturo brought me half a dozen "Tenn" pears. They are absdietely
good enough for anybody (dn CGuatemala, at least). Biggest about 3
inches in diameter; clear yellow with red over about half the sur-
face; very juicy, flavor almost as good as some of the French pears
(we think) and T dont see any signs of brown core rot which is
so troublesome on commmnis pears here. Arturo is propagating “Penn
heavily.

You sure are helping us a lot and we appreciate it.

Faithfully yours,

N

_.- ',o‘l. — A
! 7 (,Lnf.”{._?-f ,,(u{.

\
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ESCUELA AGRICOLA PANAMERICANA
TFGUCIGALFA, HONDURAS
*

Intigua, Guatemdla 27 Hay 1974

Profes=or Ralph H. Sharpe
Tmiversity of Florida

Gainesville.
Near Ralph®
% Yesterday Arturo Falla brourht me a flat of 18 peaches which
f made my eves stick out like those of a lan” crab. Gosh! Wothing like
,,y”"Mt ha= ever bern seen in Guatemala.
5(‘ .- ',10 This is a peach of which I believe you gave me buiwood one time
L‘S‘"nw when I was with you, and brought Aown to Guatemala several of your

hybrids which you ha® not named and perhaps would not name. Arturo
has it undér the number "L 27", Does this mean anything to you? The
specimens he brought range from 2-1/2 to 3 inches in diameter. They are
well colored - about 1ikelr1=‘lorﬂawort - but round, with no "beak" at
the tip - or at least nothing to bother about. Wot likeu?lorﬂawon” in
that respect. Yellow fleshed clings of course, and I ha?l some, sliced
with sugar and cream, for breakfast and they strike me as excellent.
inA the size! Thal will make a hit here, where big fruits are the
thing (you lmow my mot+ o, a fruit to become popular here in Latin
America must be the largest of its kind, highly colored, an’ sweak.
Flavor Adoesnt ma*ter too much a~ long as the flesh is mgj_}

T have been waiting a long time to write you a general letter about
our progress, which has ha? something of a setback. I 7ont know why
but the Ministerio seems to have lost interest in evervthing but apple-,

For the moment - for the past year or so, at least. But I hope to
be writ %ﬂ?ﬂ a month or so. This L 2?', you will note, is not

in season -he t adle of.May. Perhaps too late for you?
Hunt IRgtTRE for Botanical Documentation



Flordawon ha- been available for several weeks ; *here have been a
few frupts in our roadside market up at San Bar*-ogomé, and I know of
one small orchard in bearing a few miles from here at about 5500 feet.
Incidentally, Arturo told me the other day that several peaches which
he thought had gone out of bearing after giving two or three erops
seem to be producing more this year than they dld one and two years
agos And we have begmm to think and talk about seasonality, after
w ask some guestions. Our thinking hasnt been well organised
and no one has maintained any records, of courses We are having

the same troublel‘:bcdnnection with our apples an” perhaps Dears too.

In fact, what we rdeed is one man, Just one good man, to sit down on
the job and make and keep observations an” not min” if the government
chamges his program and puts him to work on Santa Gertrutis cattle.
If T had the monev, I woul? get you to sen? me a goo? young fellow
and I would guarantee him a job for ten successive vears. Apples,
pears and peaches.

Confound it all, I +thought we were off to a fine stbit with the
new pear varieties of which youwmgot us buswood. Arturo had 50 'i?alﬁ-
win’ trece which I got for him seven or eight years ago; they havent
borne well as yet, and Arturo does no % of the fruits produced
(which does not jibe with ouf expérience at Zamcrano) These Bald=
wins are on calleryana roots, I fecl sure. Arturo topwored some of
the-e Baldwin trecs to the new varieticsh- Mericourt, Maxine and
gseveral others, and they Just wont make good growth. They shot up a
foot or so, then stopped growing. I am going into this matter with
him soon and see just whetre we stand.

With best regaris always,
Faith™ully yours

Hunt Institute for Bot‘am%d‘aéf‘[}beumentation



Antigua, Guatemala, 29 Jume 1974

Prof. Ralph Sharpe
University of Florida, Gainesvilles

Dear Ralph:z

On coming back from three weeks in Hon‘uras a few Jays

ago I founA your letter of 6 June. Yesteriay we went “ovn to see Arturo
Falla. He looke® up hi- records and found that he receive? material
of peach 15-39 from you in July 1971. I brought down the budwood,
apparently at the same time I brought the "Inna apple which is making
such a tremendous hit with arturo at 5000 feet. He has recently planted
150 trees of this variety at his new place, Tempisque. Ineldentally,
he ha? given us some fruits from the original 1971 treeés just before
we went over to Honduras on 1 June. e ha? left three of these in
the refrigerator, here in our kitchen, and yesterday I ate one of them.
It was absolutely delicious, better than the Melicious parent, to my
taste at least. Slightly more subacid - Delicious is too bland for mes
Now about that 15-39. We are delighte? to hear that you think of
naming it an? putting it out to the publie, Arturo says that this
year's profuetion has been very good. An? as I have written you, the
fruits are 2-1/2 to 3 inches in Aiameter, with no heaks at all, and
we think +he quality excellent, Arturo ha? given us a "flat" of about
20 fruits just before we left for HonAuras on 1 June. Alice had left
six in our kitchen refrigerator when we went away *o Hon’uras. When
we came back most of them were still in perfectly good con”i+ion and
I had two breafasts of sliced peaches and cream, on the 26th and 27th
of this month, Arturo is going to propagate this variety as fast as
he ean. If you name it, give us the name so Arturo wont do as he
usually does, put a name to it himself} H 14 nace am L lc {f .
O Aeg [f Fd L~ flt | SO (w:_- : e /;
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Of course Arturc would be gla® to try any other selections which
you think interesting. We will try to watch for an opportunity to get
them down here. Hugh is so much on the run and his plans so indef-
inite that it is hard to get things lined up through him,

You ask about Anna apple and other selections I brought down in
1971, I have mentioned Anna above. It is har? to get details regarding
introductions in general, because Arturo, who is pretty good about
keeping records rejarﬂing receipt of nc;-:&material, doesnt put much
on the books afterward, and his men are always too caréful about
labelling things. But Arturo is better than most other’folks here.
You ask about the Hough introductions. I think Eduario Matheu is the
only one who has Aone anything with these. An” so far, he has only
one introduction which he thinks is a hit an” this ies an apple which
he has named Vista Bella #nd is propagating. Eduardo's place is at
7500 feet =0 we dont know anything about the suitability of +his
apple for low elevations, though Eduardo secms *o think it has promise
in this regard. I have not seen the frui+ as yet. Eduardo is the
only one here who has tried to fallow, more or less, the Hagh intro-
Auctions, I will see if he has been able to accumulate any furgher
information. The things that were in the nursery at Aposentos near
here have disappeared, so far as T know. There have been changes in
pérsonnel, and they sh:!.fte4 some of the stock to Quezaltenango. Sdme
of the material was givez tol‘ﬁ;b'%'er Carlin at the latter place, but T
unAerstand nothing has come of it. About the only two places where
we can count on get+ing come re-ults ate Arturo's an” E'uardo Matheu's.
And in both cases it is going to _;né@soma testing +o Jetermine the
altitu~inal limits. For example, Arturo an® I often mention the "enn™
pear which is still doing so well at 7000 “eet an” of which he has
propagated a large number - two or three thousand I belleve, Because
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wé were told by Dr NDrain that "Tenn" is 3/4 Mjou anAd 1/4 Gerber
it may not be any good below 6500 feet. But I must say the fruit looks
+o me as tho it has more oriental blood than it would have gotten from
the combination mentioned.

Arturo has just sent a hatch of grafts of Anna, peach 15-39 and
¥he Tenn pear, which we are calling Ayres when it isnt ealle” Tenn
(because that i1s what Dr Drain thoughl it was) over to Zamorano, but
I dont know just how much they can do with them right now; the work

pProbably put them in pots in the nursery at Zamprano, 2500 feet, for

the moment.

Ineidentally, at Arturo's Tenpisque, about 4800 feet, I ate a
few Stover grapes yesterdays, The plants are about two years old, I
think, tho his man sa'ys less; the fruits are only half the size they
were at I@esburg but the flavor is excellent. I ate thie variet¥ at
Leesburg and was greatly impressed, because it tastes like a lfusecat
or Malaga. Maybe another year if the vines continue +o grow well the
fruit will be larger. Right now Arturo is all peppe” up about a grape
I got from a man over in Puerto Rico. He calls i+vE=parmza", an”® sald
the fruit is not terribly good, but the vine a* Arturo'-~ place is a
very strong grower, looks much like Isabella, an® is now hanging full
of clusters of fruits which the size of BB shot. e will learn something
about this variety in another 2 or 3 months. (I have jus* fooke” up
the man's name who produced this variety; it is Frank Watlington,
Santurce, Puerto Rico).

T hope +o get out in the field a bit, from now until September,
and will try to get some more information of interest to youe.

Faithmlly yOuTs,

QLo

1son Popenoe '

Hunt Institute for Bofanical Documentation
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ntigua, Guatemala, 16 September 1974

Prof. Ralph H Sharpe
University of Flérida
Gainesville.
Near Ralph:

Thanks for your letter of August 15. We are delighten
that you are planning to come down to the Trrpical Region meeting
which will be hel” here in Mntipua next Summer, and that Dr.Sherman
will be with you. EAuardo Matheu an” I are still trying +o figure
out the best time to have the meeting, but it will probablv be in
July. Or early August. Our problem is to have it coincide with the
season of the melting-flesh duraznos and still give us a chance to
see the eling eriollos. As you say in your letter, the melting=-
flesh duraznos come in about two months ahead of the eling melocotones
but T have been watching the market up at San Lucas closely this seasn
and there gre still some duraznos coming in, and the melocotones are
still gbundant. As for apples, Winter Banana comes in early, altho
the first ones to appear in the market are not mature. August is
allright for that variety, but most others arent ready until Septem=-

ber. (I wonder why that name "Winter Banana®; i+ is an early afples)

&s for Pearsiuly is good for =everal communis varieties; most of
the Oriental hybrids are better in late August an’ from there on.

I went over to Quezaltenango two wecks ago with E/uario Ma+heu
to look into this Seven-Jay=-wonder 'rhe"Salcajé*melocotnn, which the
originator c].’t??ms he produced by bringing Elberta pellen from the
States and outting it onna eriollo peach. I have been very skeptical,
because he is the same man who still insists that Winter Banana, in
his orchard, 1s"Red Astrakhan. There is an orchard of "Salcaj‘é-near
Santa Lucia, only ten miles from Antigua, 6800 feet. We went there
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a week earlier and thec owner was very nice to us, an® gave us a couple
of Adozen fine peaches. I don J\1&'15"ér‘gher or not I told you previously
thatthis fellow, and Oscar Ovalle at Salcajf, are getting pine dollars
for a flat of top=sized peaches and selling quite a lot of them in
Guatemala City. / 4% {uﬁf;

¥ou look at a flat of these fruits and you think you might as &11
be locking at your 15-39. The large fruits run about 2-1/2 inches in
Aiameter, a fow up 18 3 inches; there is plenty of #algyon they -nd
they are very attractive. There is a tendency towar? a '"beak", a
=light tendency, whichzﬁe is the earmark of +he Honevy peach (or South
China groupy as I call it) an~ the flesh is firm, firm an? *he peach
has a long "shelf life", T hwve kept some of them here at the house
for ten days.

The flavor of Saleajd is excellent, =nd it is sweet which is what
our folks want. Everybody eats it out of hand. The flesh color is
deep orange yellow, slighty reddish around the seed. For mysclf, I
would rather have 15-39, because{?m slice it and serve }t in a bowk
as peaches and creay. I growed up eating peaches that away. Of course
you can cut Salcajas off the seed and eat the pleces out of a Wowd,
but that firm flesh doesnt seem like a peach to me. My wifle tells
we she has been watching the gente up at the San Lucas market, where
We 0 every Sunday, and there are many more people standing around
eating hard fleched eclings than there are eating melting flesh Auraznos.
Tmthink they may be right; the Honey peach flavor of Salcaja is goode

T go into all this detall because Salcajd is takeng over the
peach business. Nobo“y is planting anything else. (0f course Amturo
Falla hasnt ang nursery stock of 15,39 vet). Oscar Ovalle wa?t'f at
home Whwen EAuardo an® I visited their place buT his son tol” us they have
804000 grafted treex in their nursery, which {ater retuce’ +o sixty
and they maybe have 40,000. The boy took us out to a six or -even yr eld
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or hard, where the trees were loafe’ “own with fruit, muéh of it

not nearly mature as yet, and I aske’ him the question which has been
worrying you and me: How long, how many vears, will these trees remain
in good commerclal proﬂuction’i He replied,(what vou rea? in +he text
books from the IB) twelve to fifteen vears. Now, b+ so happens that
Jorge Benitez knows the whole history of the Salecajd peach an he
told me the following story. Oscar Ovalle's father ha’ some seeling
melocotones in his yard, along with apples and pears, including Bart=-
latt, and seven or eight years ago Oscar selected the best seedling
in the group and propagated it and named it Salcajd and dignified it
with Elberta parentage. Jorge has worked in that area for fifteen
years and I think he knows what he is talking about. So I dont believe
we can yet say what the commereial life of a tree will be.

The rootstock used is the or inary see’ling Avrazno. The govern=
ment nursery near Saleaja has about 10,000 seeﬂliﬁ refy for grafting
and the man i charge says they will all be grafte” tonSaleaja.

The question vou raise about the market for fresh peaches here in
Central America is interesting. I think there will be a makket for
both, with Salcajd an” eventually others of its type in +he lead.

We mpst not forget that melting flesh peaches like 15.39 will be in

the market at least six weeks earlier. Arturo Falla has ha’ no *rouble
selling his crop of Flordawon every hear, but he has to move them so
fast to Guatemala City, oni.y five hours from his orchard, that he

is cutting out all Flordawon trecs or topworking them, If I were going
to plant a commercial orchard myself right now, I would load up heavily
with Saleajd and then when Arturo has nurséry stock of 15,39 I would
put in a lot of them, BUT we have to remember that we have not men= 7
the altitude of our orchard, We have reason to believe that clings
of the Meloecoton group, like Falca:lﬁ, nesd 6500 to 7500 fect, and

the melting flesh Auraznos will go mueh lower. The alt+itude require-
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ment and the season of ripening are two factors that a lot of guatemal-
tecos who have never grown beaches before are likely to forget, just
as we have had a terrible time teaching People that Florida avocados
1like ‘Pollock wont grow at Tefpan, 7500 feect.

Your last paragraph, in which you mention that 15.39 will stand
transportation sufficientlv well an” has goo? enough keeping quality
to be a satisfactory commercial peéach for this comtry I believe is
absolytely correct.Jorge BeniteZ son’who has just come batk from a vear
in {S"I;-a/m,fhinks our two or threel vear bearinﬂ 1ife is Aue to nematodes
mﬁﬁm'aak quit using criollo roof-;tocks. I want to piggly him further about
what he learned in Spain and will probably(".igﬁe of his ideas aﬂ;\ng +o you.
I would not be so i_{qf}rﬁs_e_e_rlﬁvﬂlat he tells m;, were it not for the fact

that his teachers over at Zaragoza were Germans orhsom‘e other east Euro-
A

Pean coumtry.

As for testing some newer selections yvou have made, I would say
give part of the matarial‘{i-(atheu at 7500 feet and some of it to Arturo
who can put it 4'5000 to 7000, whichever you think best. I wish you
could see how the Anna apples ls doing at 5000 feet! A fellow from _
Isrp&l whom Matheu met at Saonto Dojfingo told him he thought he would ’5
7500 feet too high for it., If I hear of anvboy coming this way T will
ask him to get in touch with you an pick up anything you have for us

to try. We cant get far with Hugh; he never lmowe Rar in atvance when

he is coming this way and is alwaye in a ruSh. They have him loa'e” “own
up *here with too mapy things utterlv unrelatg? to horticulture.

" Balawin pears we broughf from Glen SairfMary some 7 or 8 vears
apo are maturing and are oretty fair, buf for cooking we think what they
eall Kadman here and which Benitez and I believe is Hood, is befter. IT

you have ever heard of a pear called Ka'man t+ell me about..f,

Best regards always, y }/4
£ ¢/
S/ {/
Fai+hfully yours /2 &
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