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HERBARIUM OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY, IOWA

SHIPPING NOTICE

To: Professor Bernard Lowy Date: 6 Sept. 1967
Botany and Plant Pathology
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, La. 70803

We are sending you, by insured .parcel. pest........................ , the specimens indicated
below. Upon arrival of the shipment kindly verify its contents and acknowledge receipt by signing and re-
turning the green duplicate copy.

Sheets on exchange ........ Return of specimens sent for determination

For determination e o Gift
________ Return of borrowed specimens

Eoan No: om0 e s Return is expected by prepaid express or insured parcel post before love .
4, 1967... ... When circumstances warrant, this period may be extended. All material of this
loan should be returned at the same time. We shall appreciate having each sheet annotated, prefer-
ably by attachment of annotation labels. Reprints of taxonomic studies will be appreciated.

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIMENS
4 sheets, 10 specimens

Exidiopsis leveilliana (2)
Tremella auriculina MB11l. (1)
Arrhytidia flava (2)
Arrhytidia involuta (5)

P
The above have been received in good order. /g,( ............ ,!'.Cg’ ‘/

Signed Date

This copy may be retained for your records.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240

Department of Botany July 24, 1968
Area 319: 353-5790

Dr. Bernard Lowy
Department of Botany

and Plant Pathology
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Bernie:

In your letter you did not say how long you will be in the
West Indies, so I am sending this to Baton Rouge where it may
await your return.

One thing you did not tell me was whether you have the
circular documents which are needed by contributors. Since you
have been in touch with Teixeira, you may have them. They are
Doc. 4/1968 OFN. Information and procedure for prespective
monographers of Flora Neotropica.

Doc. 5/1968 OFN. Information sought from prospective monographers
of FN.

Doc. 11/1968 OFN. Guidelines and instructions for the preparation
of monographs for FN.

As you probably know, Arthur Welden 1s coordinator for
"Thelephoraceae." That may be a real job. At any rate, he has
brought up some questions which must be considered. He has asked
whether we are to include Ceratobasidium and Cerinomyces in the
Tremellales. Ceratobasidium is, of course, close to the borderline,
but I think it is clearly close both to Cerinomyces and Tulasnella
and I should favor retaining it in the Tremellales. Cerinom
itself is, I am sure, properly included in the Dacrymycetaceae.

I cannot agree at all with Domls views on that subject. He also
brings up the matter of the forms in which the cruciate-septate
division of the basidia is incomplete, mentioning specifically
Metabourdotia and Heteromyces. Some of them are known to occur in

the FN areas; others may well be expected. Some look more like
clavariolds or thelephores than do most of the recognized members

of those groups. Of course that applies to Sebacina in the restricted
sense in some degree, and to Tremellodendron even more. Which

reminds one to say I hope you will keep Sebacina restricted, and
recognize Bourdotia and Exidiopsis.

Yours,
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THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240

Department of Botany September 6, 1968
Area 319: 353-5790

Professor Bernard Lowy
Department of Botany
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Bernie:

My guess was right. In looking over my periodicals
taken home to read, I came across not one, but four copies
of Taxon, one of which contained your paper. It just shows
how I am falling behind in my current reading, but does
not excuse it. For that, I fear the blame must be placed
on the natural slowing down of age. At any rate, I have
been trying to think over what you have said. Your paper
does represent an honest attempt to bring needed light
Into a very murky area. 1f, at present, I am unable to
agree with you, It Is not because I know the answers myself,
but simply because we are both attempting to place into an
orderly framework In accordance with the recognized rules,
a group of organisms even now very imperfectly understood.
There is much that is defensible in Talbot's suggestion
to drop all suborders in the Basidiomycetes because of the
convergence of all at what most recognize as the probable
hypothetical base. But that may also be interpreted as
one of the rare instances where the phyletic sequence is
actually preserved, if not completely, at least more so
than in comparable groups. It follows that if subclasses
are to be recognized, criticism of three is no more valid
than criticism of two. I may add that recognition of a
fourth class, based on the (Pellicularia)-Ceratobasidium-
Cerinomyces-Dacrymyces-Dacryopinax series would be equally
defensible.

Your latest note tells me you stayed longer in the
West Indies than I had anticipated. When you find time
let me know where you went and how you found the collecting.
You suggested it was not entirely satisfactory in
Puerto Rico.

The reference to Weldon's treatment of the thelephores
was not meant to suggest any direction of your treatment.
But it is desirable to discourage assignment of the same genus
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Professor Bernard Lowy
Page 2
September 6, 1968

to different groups by different authors. In most cases,
probably in the great majority, this can be adjusted by
agreement among the authors concerned. If such agreement
cannot be reached, provision for adjustment of the keys
must be made and some explanation given in the text. All
that I meant by "higher echelons" is that such matters must
be considered by those responsible for such things--in

this case Teixeira and ultimately Maguire-and are therefore
out of my province.

No, I could not attend the meetings this year. I
am sorry to have had to miss them, but my manifold infirmities
made 1t out of the question. But by staying home; I have
been able to make a little dent én the back work which has
been accumulating.

Yours,

Ui

G. W. Martin

GWM/§s
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TOWA

IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240

January 7, 1969

Department of Botany
Area 319: 353-5790

Professor Bernard Lowy

Department of Botany and Plant Pathology
Louisiana State University

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Bernie:

Your letter of December 12, with the surprisingly long list of
tropical Tremellales, has been awaiting a reply for far too long. I
can plead a dose of flu which knocked me out for a while and the effects
of which are still apparent. Also this abominable weather makes me long
for Louisiena or Florida or points south (but not too far south).

I have been thinking-a good deal about your proposed reorganization
of the heterobasids, but am not yet ready to comment further. What I
should like to do is to write out a preliminary paper for which I have
some notes. If I do, I will send you a copy for criticisme

There is nothing I can add to your list, especially as everything
of note is in our collection which you have sesn. You may have turned
up some new things in our material. If so, I shall hsar in due times.
I am, in my current ms, omitting the Sirobasidiaceae and should merge
the species into Tremella. I think Bandoni's treatment is convinecing,
especially as he shows very similar septations in undoubted Tremellas.
Also I have seen, although not commonly, catenulate basidia in the
Tulasnellas.

The really tough point is the inclusion of species with the habit
of Lachnocladium but with heterobasidiaceous basidia of various sorts.
The same thing occurs in Clavaria-like things although these seem to
have been observed less frequently. This raises two questions: 1. Is
the septate basidium primitive or secondary; if the latter, has it
arisen independently in various lines? 2. Are we putting undue stress
on basidial character in our present thinking?

T don't know the answers.

Ge We Martin

G/ pk z
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Dear Boss,
Within the next couple of weeks I expect to have a typescript ready

for Flora “eotropica. Dr. Maguire's schedule calls for editing in March and April
and delivery to the printer in May. T£f you are willing to receive it, the paper
will be sent to you for editorial review. At the moment T don't know what to do
about the taxonomic index. Should this be prepared before page proof is received
or is it customary for the editor of the journmal to handle this ? 1 must ask Maguire
about it but before doing so T would like to have the benefit of your experience in

this matter.

On the treatment of the Sirobasidiaceae, including them with the Trem=
ellaceae is certainly defensible but T have retained the family, believing that the
basipitally produced, catenate basidia are sufficiently distinctive to justify keeping
the family where it is. randoni's reinterpretation of the sterigmata in Sirobasidium |
wae a brilliant stroke but T think his assertion that the genus is related to the
Tilasnellaceae has little foundation. 7 think it is much closer to the Tremellaceae
¢r even to the Auriculariaceae - as maintained by Lagerheim and Patouillard in their
/1892, paper - and remotely if at all related to the Tulasnellaceae.

, As to the more basic question you raise concerning the primitiveness
of the septate basidium, it would be more than pretentious of me to think that T have
a definitive answer. The greatest difficulty, as T see it, in arriving at an inter- |
prietation that cannot be reversed, is the absence of significant fossil evidence. Any|
aystem that we set up must be entirely deductive. T wonder how phylogenies of vasculd
plants (and other groups) might be altered were there no fossil record. Would it be
eévident, for example, that woody plants are more primitive than herbaceous? Or that
the most primitive of anglosperms are to be found among the Magnoliaceae? Well, far
mor/: perspicacious observers than T have tried to find some answers. In any case, T
dori't want you to feel that T am so enamored of "my" classification that T am beyond |
cemsidering alternatives. After all, this is what led me to propose another viewv. '
(/lassifications are made to be changed but if they serve to generate interest in

further discussion they have served some purpose. i

/]
/ as ever,

/

BL
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THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240

Department of Botany February 5, 1969
Area 319; 353-5790

Professor Bernard Lowy

Dept. of Botany and Plant Pathology
Louisiana State University

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Bernie:

I am as much at loss as you about the taxonomic index
matter. If you get light from Dr. Maguire, please deflect
a ray in my direction. I have now before me an assignment
on the Myxomycetes and shall handle it according to
directions. You will probably hear from them in due time.

There can be no quarrel with retaining the ?
Sirobasidiaceae as a distinct family. That is a matter of i
taxonomic judgement, based on the facts as you know them.
The facts are never complete and no judgement by anyone .
can be more than provisional. In my judgement, as 1n yours, \
Sirobasidium is closer to the Tremellaceae than to the |
Tulasnellaceae. That I prefer to merge Sirobasidium into
the Tremellaceae rather than keep it in a distinet family {
is no more than my present judgement. In the light of L
additional facts, I find myself harboring serious doubts I
about the validity of the Ceratobasidiaceae, even though
it is my own brain child.

The finding of septate basidia in so many forms which
by all other considerations should go into homobasidiomycete
groups makes very insistent the question as to whether we
have not placed too much emphasis on the basidial character
to the exclusion of other things. In any event, I think
both you and I have come to the conclusion that the entire
arrangement of the basidial groups needs thoughtful recon-
sideration. You probably have in your library the third
volume of Ainsworth and Sussman. On p. 640, note 3, I cited ;
Coulter's old comment on phylogeny. It still makes sense. g

Yo ’s,
!
GWM/]s | G. W. Martin ,

Vi
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THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

COMMISSION ON ECUMENICAL MISSION AND RELATIONS
475 Ri1vERSIDE DRriveE, NEw York, NEw York 10027

April 1, 1969

Dr. Bernard Lowy
Botany Dept., Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Dr. Lowy:

Your check No. 231 in the amount of $1.50 was received several days
ago. Since that time we have been making inguiries in the various
offices and cannot find anyone who has any information regarding this
check. Evidently it was in payment of some material which was sent
you but we have been unable to locate the sender. Will you kindly
let us know to whom this check should be directed or what material
you received so that we may handle it in the proper way.

Sincerely yours,

75, 78. Mg

Edgar B. B. Mathews

Assistant lreasurer
CE
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"LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA - 70803

‘ College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY
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; Y LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY
7;'&;(4/ ﬂfMT//V AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE : LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

Octaber 5, 1970

Dear Boss:

I was very glad to have your good letter and %o know that you continue
your daily work schedule, though understandably at a more diminished rate than
in former years. After all, is there any special virtue in taking stairs 2 or
3 at a time ? My activities this past summer differed somewhat from my usual
field routine inasmuch as I found it necessary to seek out the owners of pri-
vate collections (archeological) and to beg their indulgence in helping an itin-
erant botanist whose only aim in life was to inspect their art treasures, par-
ticularly those curious pieces called mushroom stones. Through sheer persistence
I had a modicum of success and came away wioth photegraphs of these oddities
which constituted only a small part of the varied assemblage of Mayan artifacts
of stone, pottery and jade among the possessions of some of the wealthy families
of Guatemala. The Nottebohm collections, part of which I saw, are formidable.
They are rivaled only by the collections in the National Museum and in certain
areas, the National Museum comes off second best. It was amusing to be intra= H
duced to a glittering collection of precious jewels displayed in polished wood
and glass cabinets, all in the most exquisite tase, then to be ushered out to
the back of the house where presumably lesser treasures were kept. In what appeared
to me to be a small, abandoned tool shed that has seen better days, there on the
dirt floor in an untidy corner of that musty place were the objects I had come
to see. There were still others that did not have the benefit even of that un=
certain roof but were kept in a small cluster in a remote corner of the large
garden, entirely exposed to the elements. After dusting them off I brought them
out into the brilliant afternoon sunlight, assembled &nd photographed them, then .
put them back into the gloom. While carrying them I thought of Fitzgerald's ]
line: ".... then one by one, back in the closet lays."
Another of the households I invaded was that of Sr. Jorge Castillo, whose
collections are gegnerally considered to be second only to those of Nottebohm.
Sr. Castillo is a short, wiry, vigorous, balding man in his late 60's who affects -
an air of reckless disregard in his manner of dress. On the occasions when I saw
him he wore ill-fitting , baggy trousers with a coat to match and in which his
immaculate breast-pocket handkerchdif seemed decidedly ill at ease. He drives
an old Volkswagen and when he pulled into the parking lot of the gigantic Pepsi-
Cola plant of which he is the director (= manager) , an empdoyee solicitously
held the doér open while he stepped out. This was my introduction to the Castillo
collections, (part of which are kept at the factory) tastefully distributed in a
landscaped area surrounding the main building. Here he keeps hié larger stone
sculptures, some probably weighing half a ton and for which there is no room at
the house., After being served a Pepsi - which I normally never drink - I was
given a personally conducted tour of the establishment, with no detail omitted.
z Most of the time, the constant rattling of bottles made conversation impossible
but the apparently astronomical numbers of bottles that were filled, capped,
boxed and piled high everywhere were impressive. As the botgles seemed to‘fly
past me on the endless beltline, I was offered a statistic or two: " .quin- .
ientos por minuto .." Me: " Quinientos por hora ..!" Castillo: "POR MINUTO",
above the din. Me: (trying to recover from a bad mistake) " POR MINUTO ! QUE
FANTASTICO". Sr. Castillo must have thought little of me for displaying such
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gross ignorance of the capacity of his bottling factory. Perhaps subconciously,
qiinientos por minuto seemed to me almost unfair, for rapidly calculating 500 X
60 X 24 X lOcents (a boast of the operation is that it continues without in-
terruption 24 hours a day), it simply seemed too much ! 1 was glad to get out
of there. Back at the Castillo residence in town, I was shown every courtesy.

1 saw an astonishing number of pots, many of them beautifully decorated and T
gained an even greater respect for the Maya craftsmen. Sr. Castillo had specially
built, 2-door cabinets about 8 feet high and 2+feet deep in which were deposited
his pottery artifacts. I wondered whether he had a cellar where he kept his
mushroom stones but they turned out to be in a small patio, kept in some dis-
array, on the ground. Again I assembled ##¢ and photographed them.

This, in part, is the story of my summer in Guatemala. But I have
rambled on without touching on some things I wanted to mention.and about which
you specifically inquired. I have kept your specimens for an excessively long
time and should have returned them to you months ago. I have no decent excuse.
Not even an indecent one. But I shall return them this week. This statement has
all the earmarks of a good resolution. My paper on Tremellales may be in print
before the end of the year. The galley-proof is corrected and returned to Clark
Rogerson. Now I have mixed feelings about it. Too windv in some places and too

. brief in others. The maps showing distribution of species may be useful.
N The mushroom stones have led me into an argument with Wasson, which
‘g g ‘;he chose to make fiqal. It concerns the interpretation of Sapper's paper in
1898 entitled"Pilzformige Gotzenbilder aus Guatemala und San Salvador'". As I
S f/q see it, I believe it must have been apparent to Sapper that the shape of these
® stones was not entirely arbitrary but rather meaningful. In other words it must
have occurred to him that the stones might actually represent mushrooms. When
N 4 I suggested this to Wasson in correspondence I received an insulting letter in
\f which he chose to break off correspondence with me. I was stunned. I enclose a
% copy of his letter and my reply. This summer in Guatemala I put the question
S
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to Dr. E.M.Shook, the Harvard archeologist. He agreed with my interpretation. .
Pope was right. '"What mighty contests rise from trivial things."

We could talk at length about this age of violence and other related
melancholy subjects, but I wonder to what avail. 1 remember when Einstein was
once asked what he thought the "ultimate weapon' would be that man might use
after the atom bomb he replied: "sticks and stones." In recent years, as a
means of expressing my dissent, I have written to our lawmakers in Washington
and have strongly advocated this simple and direct way to many of my colleagues,
who for the most part even more cynical than T, consider my efforts not only
useless but gquixotic. There is a certain truth in this because Quixote is one
of my favorite people. I believe that if representative X received a few thousand
letters from his constituency on any given topic he would be forced to take
notice and perhaps some action, But for the most part he receives a very modest
number of protests (or agreements) and his secretary can handle it all with ease.
Men are disposed to suffer while evils are sufferable ... and to do so in silence.

I shall spare you further meandering thoughts but will conclude with
a favorite passage of mine from Carlyle. "Thus, like some wild-flaming, wild-
thundering train of Heaven's artillery, doesf this mysterious mankind thunder and
flame, in long-drawn, quick-succeeding grandeur, through the unknown deep. Thds,
like a God-created, fire-breathing Spirit-host, we emerge from the inane. EartH\s
mountains are leveled and her seas filled up, in our passage: can the Earth, which
I is but dead and a vision, resist Spirits which have reality and are alive ? On
2 the hardest adamant some footprint of us is stamped in; the last Rear of the
host will read traces of the earliest Van. But whence ?- O Heaven, whither ?

Sense knows not; Faith knows not; only that it is through Mystery to Mystery,
from God and to God."
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February 25, 1971

Dear Boss,

T was glad to have your letter and especially to know that you
are working at the university whenever weather permits. I feel sure that
you will be able to continue in this way as long as you choose to do so.
Judging by reports that have reached us here, Iowa has had a very severe
winter, but it should be abating somewhat now, which means, T hope, that
you will be getting out more frequently.

Yes, I believe that a briefer edition of "The Myxomycetes',
along the lines you indicate, would be extremely useful. T wonder why it
is that with all our vaunted "knowhow', a publisher of inexpensive text-
books is not to be found. For some years, publishers in Latin America have
offered paperback editions that are quite satisfactory and at modest prices.
I recall buying Digilio and Wright's translation of Alex's "Introductory
Mycology'" in Buenos Aires for about $6. in 1966. 1Incidentally, I have found
the translation very useful and have familiarized myself sufficiently with
the technical terminology so that I can lecture fairly knowledgeably in
Spanish on mycological matters, as I did in December 1969 on invitation to
Lima, Peru and before that in Mexico and Sao Paulo.

The delay of the "Tremellales' monograph for "Flora Neotropica"
seems endless. Mr. Lubrecht, the Hafner representative who is in charge in
New York, told me last week that the mail strike now in progress in England
and Scotland was partly to blame. The printer is in Edinburgh. T should be
receiving page proof at any time now.(?) Singer's papers on Omphalinae -
Phaeocollybia - Strobilomycetaceae finally appeared and mine should be next.
It is two years ago this month that I submitted the manuscript to Maguire.

As I may have told you, T am interested in mushroom stones and
related matters, including the mushroomic vocabulary used by contemporary
Guatemalan cultures. I have made a very modest start in this direction by
gathering words in Tzeltal,ams# Tzotzil and Quiché, three of the principal
indigenous languages of Guatemala, as they relate to mushrooms that 1 can
positively identify. A paper of mine on Guatemalan mushroom stones has just
been accepted for publication in Mycologia. One of the curiosities that I
found last summer was a stone showing a pregnant human effigy. It is the
first of its kind that has been reported and may be significant since it links
fertilitv with the mushroom stones for the first time.

I think of you often and as ever, wish you the very best

‘{ gt
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It 1s interesting to contemplate a tangled bank, clothed with many
plants of many kinds, with birds ginging on the bushes, with various in-
sects flitting about, and with worms crawling through the damp earth,
and to reflect that these elaborately constructed forms, o different from
each other, and dependent upon each other in so complex a manner, have
all been produced by laws acting around us. These laws, taken in the larg-
est sense, being Growth with Reproduction; Inheritance which is almost
implied by reproduction; Variability from the indirect and direct action
of the conditions of life, and from use and disuse: a Ratio of Increase so

high as to lead to a Struggle for Life, and as a consequence to Natural Sel-
ection, entailing Divergence of Character and the Extinction of less-im-
oroved forms. Thus, from the war of nature, from famine and death, the
- nost exalted object which we are capable of conceiving, namely, the pro-
duction of the higher animals, directly follows. There is grandeur in this
view of life, with its several powers, having been originally breathed by
the Creator into a few forms or into one; and that, whilst this planet has
gone cycling on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a be-

ginning endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been, and
are being evolved. Darwin. Origin of species.
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March 22, 1971

Dear Boss:

1 was surprised and delighted to find that vou enclosed with your
letter an excellent photograph of yourself taken at the lab, For many years
1 have had on my desk an earlier photo of vou taken in the herbarium circa
1945. 1 deeply appreciate your inscription and hope that 1 may some day be
vorthy of your sentiments,

Earlier this month I received a letter from a vice-president of
Hafner who is in charge of the "Flora Neotropica" publications, in which
he offers excuses for the long delay in the handling of =y paper, He in-
formed me that “page proofs are ready for shipment™. This was on March 5
but they have not yet arrived. Posiblemente mafana; quien sabe ?

1 am not acquainted with Vance Bourjaily's novel, but since it deals
with a character vho "gets fed up with sodern life", I should think it would
strike a sympathetic chord among millions of our contesmporaries.'Radix malorum
est cupiditas'may have given wvay to'radix malorum est humanitas' ... or am |
being too cynical 7 1 recently read a most impressive book by Konrad Lorenz
"On agkession”. The author is a German biologist and psychologist vhose analysis
of the roots of human ateulon is most convincing. His dim hope for a change
in this pattern is through 1) an understanding of the motivations for agyessive
behavior; 2) a concious attempt to redirect our conduct into nonafyessi
chllrell. Perhaps nothing exceptionally new, but his account and analysis of
animal and hummn behavior is brilliant, .

The Mycology Guidebook Cosmittee, chaired by Dr., Russell B, Stevens
(vhom 1 do not know) {s cager to get an edition into print. As one of the minor
contributors to it, 1 was asked for suggestions and criticisms., The enclosed
correspondence will more or less bring you up to date on the Guidebook, the
preliminary edition of which has 942 pages.

The financial situation at the university is poorer than it has
been for several years, so that we share this problem with many institutions
throughout the country. A member of our botany faculty retired last year and
the vacancy has not been filled because of a lack of funds, It does not seem
likely that this will be rectified before 1972! 1 understand, however, that
some graduate and postdoctoral fellowships are available from NSF, the schedule
of which is enclosed. 1f your student, Harold Keller, has not applied for this,
it might be worth trying. Also enclosed is a print of the photo | am using as
a frontispiece for the "Flora Neotropica" paper.
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April 27, 1971

Dear Boss:

+.."Aprille with his shoures soote ...'" has been notably lacking

in shoures this season, but we may expect compensation for this next month.

Committee meetings have been a great time waster. Not more than
usual, perhaps, but I am becoming more firmly convinced that the services
of many committees could easily be dispensed with and the activities of
others curtailed, not only without loss to the effective operation of the
university, but probably with a positive gain to all concerned. Committees
have, quite characteristically I believe, generally yielded more heat that
light, What I object to is thet committee deliberations rarely seem to
result in constructive changes, if any at all. I would be in favor of a
faculty senate, with real power to legislate, not simply to advise. This
idea has been considered by our Policy Committee, of which I am a member,
but the proposal was turned down by a narrow margin. Well, all this is old
stuff to you. I am sure that the problem is common throughout the academic
community.

Your guess about the madl service was not quite right. The letter
that you sent by "regular" mail arrived in 2 days, whereas your "airmail"
letters have generally taken 3 days or more to arrive ! I shall send this
by the regular route to insure its rapid delivery.

The latest news at home is that.my daughter Maxine will become
a CGrinnell College freshman this fall, We are all very pleased with the
prospect. Sara has decided to accompany Maxine to the Grinnell campus late
in Augist, where an old friend of hers has been teaching Spanish for many
years. They are very eager see you, SO don't be too surprised when they
call. They shall be staying perhaps for a day, with the Lasanskys,before
going on to Grinnell.
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THE UNIVERSITY OFIOWA

IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240

Department of Botany
Area 319: 353-5790

September 20, 1971

Professor Bernard Lowy
Department of Botany
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Dr. Lowy:

Our colleague and friend, George W. Martin, passed
away in the early morning hours of Saturday, September
11, 1971. Services were held in Iowa City at Trinity
Episcopal Church at 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, September 14.

Dr. Martin had fallen in his room at Lantern Park
Care Home on Sunday, September 5. Apparently, he had
a dizzy spell. He suffered a cut below one eye. He
was taken to the hospital where he seemed to be recover-
ing well. He was up and around on Monday and Tuesday
but on Wednesday he had some heart trouble and was put
in an intensive care unit. From that point on heart
attacks occurred frequently and could not be suppressed.
He passed away quietly Saturday morning.

Dr. Martin worked in his laboratory each day for a
few hours all summer and up to the last day before his
fall which is of course the way he wanted to do.

Sincerely yours,

Robert L. éﬁf%ft;?é

Professor and Chairman

RLH :mrs
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Dear Dr, Hulbary:

Thanks for your kindness in writing to me. I had received
the sad news of Dr. Martin's death a few days earlier from my old friend
Mauricio Lasansky of the Art Departmnt. Yes, as you say, the fact that Dr.
Martin was able to work almost until the last, was surely as he would have
wished it. His work will be a lasting monument to his extraordinary, inquir-
ing mind. But I would also like to think that we might establish another
memorial to him, perhaps in the form of a scholarship fund in Botany at the
university. It would be most appropriate and I am sure that Dr. Martin's
students and perhaps many who were not his students but who knew him and his
work, would gladly contribute toward founding such a memorial.

In one of the last letters I wrote to Dr. Martin, I told him
that he might expect a visit from my daughter Maxine, who has just enrolled
in Grinnell College. She has of course been hearing about Iowa and especially
a good deal about Dr. Martin for most of her young life and it is a source of
much regret to me that she could not know him. I have asked her to stop in
at the Department and introduce herself to you whenever she gets to Iowa City.
She has no great interest in Botany but Latin American affairs and Spanish
and French language and culture seem to attract her.

I hope I may hear from you regarding the possibility of creating
a Botany scholarship fund in Dr. Martin's memory.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

|ocuh YEAR
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THE UNIVERSITY OFIOWA

IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240

oo
Department of Botany
Area 319: 353-5790

October §, 1971

Dr. B. Lowy

Department of Botany & Plant Pathology
Louisiana State University

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Dr. Lowy:

It was pleasant to hear from you on September 22.
I note in your letter a reference to the possibility
that your daughter Maxine might visit the University of
Iowa. I certainly hope she will not be dissuaded by
Professor Martin's passing. We shall be glad to meet
her and show her around should she care to visit the
campus .

We are definitely exploring a possibility of
creating a scholarship fund in Dr. Martin's memory. I
will keep you informed of progress in this direction
and when a definite procedure has been clarified, you
will hear from me. With sincere best wishes, I am

Cordially yours,
Robert L. Hulbagy
Professor and Chairman

RLH :mrs

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



P a——

B e

e i A el

T e -

THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Department of Botany
IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240

Dr. Robert L. Hulbary
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Dr. B. Lowy

Department of Botany & Plant Pathology
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY
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MARTIN, PROF. G(EORGE) W(ILLARD), b. Brooklyn, N.Y, Oct. 27, 86;
m. 16; c. 2. BOTANY. Litt.B, Rutgers, 12, M.S, 15, hon. D.Sc, 63; Ph.D.
(bot), Chicago, 22; Paris, 19. Asst. bot, Rutgers, 12-13, asst. prof, 19-23;
asst. plant path, N.J. Agr. Exp. Sta, 13-15; instr. bot, Mass. Col, 17-18,
asst. prof, IOWA, 23-26, assoc. prof, 26-29, dir. Lakeside Lab, 28-34, prof.
BOT, 29-55, head dept, 53-55, EMER. PROF, 55- Chief biol. lab, Qm. !
Corps, 44-45; vis. prof, Dlinois, 56-57. U.S.A, 17-19, Lt. Bot. Soc, Mycol.
Soc.(v.pres, 29, pres, 44, ed-in-chief, Mycologia, 51-57); Micros. Soc.
(v.pres, 35); Soc. Plant Taxon. Tropical fungi; myxomycetes; tremel- '
| lﬁ.gew;d fungi; cellulose deterioration; marine ecology. Address: 1685 -
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After a lifetime dedicated to research and teaching in mycology, Dr.
George W. Martin, Professor Emeritus of Botany at the University of TIowa,
who would have been 85 years old on October 27, 1971, died in Iowa City,
Iowa, on September 11, 6 following a brief illness. Dr. Martin passed his en-
tire professional career at the University of Iowa, beginning in 1923, having
completed his graduate work at Rutgers University and the University of
Chicago. Rutgers awarded him the Honorary D. Sc. degree in 1963. He was
best known internationally for his outstanding contributions to our know-
ledge of the Myxomycetes and the tremellaceous fungi and was the recipient
of many honors and awards, the most recent being the Henry Allam Gleason
Award conferred by the New York Botanical Garden in 1970. The appearance
in 1969 of his world-wide monograph on '"Myxomycetes'", published jointly with
Dr. C.J. Alexopoulos, culminated almost 40 years of continuous interest and i
meticulous work with that group. He was a renowned a:thority on Tremellales
and his 1952 monograph of the '"North Central Tremellales'" remains the defini- A

tive work on North American species. Dr. Martin was a past Editor-in-Chief of

"Mycologia' and a past President of the Mycological Society of America.
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GEORGE WILLARD MARTIN - 1886 - 1971

Después de haber pasado una vida dedicada a la investigacibn y la
enseflanza en el campo de la micologfa, el Profesor George W. Martin,
Profesor Emérito de Botdnica de la Universidad de Iowa, EEUU, fallecib
en Towa City, Iowa, el 11 de Septiembre después de una corta enfermedad.
Hubiera cumplido los 85 afios de edad el 27 de Octubre de 1971. Profesor
Martin pasdé su entera carrera profesional en la Universidad de Iowa donde
comenz6 como Profesor Ayudante en 1923, al terminar sus estudios graduados
en las Universidades de Rutgers y de Chicago. Era mejor conocido inter-
nacionalmente por sus numerosas contribuciones al conocimiento de los
mixomicetos y de los hongos tremeldceos y durante su larga e intensivamente
activa vida recibid muchos honores y premios, incluso recientemente la

medalla "Henry Allan Gleason" conferida en 1970 por el Jardfn Botdnico

de Nueva York en reconocimiento de sus importantes investigaciones mico-
l6gicas. Por la misma razbn, en 1963, su "alma mater", Rutgers, le entregd
el Doctorado "honoris causa" en Ciencias Naturales. Con la publicacién

junto con el Dr. C.J.Alexopoulos en 1969 del trabajo monogrdfico sobre

"Myxomycetes'", culminé casi 40 afios de continuo interés e investigacién
en este grupo de hongos. El Profesor Martin era una autoridad célebre
reconocida en el campo de los hongos tremeldceos y su monograffa de 1952,
"North Central Tremellales'", es el trabajo definitivo que trata de las
especies norteamericanas. Entre los muchos deberes profesionales cum-
plidos por el Profesor Martin, se puede sefialar su puesto de Redactor de
la revista "Mycologia' y también la presidencia de la Sociedad Micol6gica

de América.
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GEORGE WILLARD MARTIN - 1886 - 1971

Después de haber pasado una vida dedicada a la investigacién y la
ensefianza en el campo de la micologfa, el Profesor George W. Martin,
Profesor Emérito de Botdnica de la Universidad de Iowa, EEUU, falleci6
en Iowa City, Iowa, el 1l de Septiembre después de una corta enfermedad.
Hubiera cumplido los 85 afios de edad el 27 de Octubre de 1971. Profesor
Martin pas6é su entera carrera profesional en la Universidad de Towa donde
comenzb como Profesor Ayudante en 1923, al terminar sus estudios graduados
en las Universidades de Rutgers y de Chicago. Era mejor conocido inter-
nacionalmente por sus numerosas contribuciones al conocimiento de los
mixomicetos y de los hongos tremeldceos y durante su larga e intensivamente
activa vida recibi6 muchos honores y premios, incluso recientemente la
medalla "Henry Allan Gleason'" conferida en 1970 por el Jardfn Boténico
de Nueva York en reconocimiento de sus importantes investigaciones mico-
l6gicas. Por la misma raz6n, en 1963, su "alma mater", Rutgers, le entregb
el Doctorado "honoris causa" en Ciencias Naturales. Con la publicacidn

junto con el Dr. C.J.Alexopoulos en 1969 del trhbajo monogrifico sobre

"Myxomycetes', culminé casi 40 afios de continuo interés e investigacibn
en este grupo de hongos. El Profesor Martin era una autoridad célebre
reconocida en el campo de los hongos tremeldceos y su monograffa de 1952,
"North Central Tremellales'", es el trabajo definitivo que trata de las
especies norteamericanas. Entre los muchos deberes profesionales cum-
plidos por el Profesor Martin, se puede sefialar su puesto de Retlactor de
la revista '"Mycologia'" y también la presidencia de la Sociedad Micolégica

de América.
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GEORGE WILLARD MARTIN - 1886 - 1971

Después de haber pasado una vida dedicada a la investigacién y la
enseflanza en el campo de la micologfa, el Profesor George W. Martin,
Profesor Emérito de Botdnica de la Universidad de Iowa, EEUU, fallecib
en JTowa City, Iowa, el 11 de Septiembre después de una corta enfermedad.
Hubiera cumplido los 85 afios de edad el 27 de Octubre de 1971. Profesor
Martin pasé su entera carrera profesional en la Universidad de Iowa donde
comenz6 como Profesor Ayudante en 1923, al terminar sus estudios graduados
en las Universidades de Rutgers y de Chicago. Era mejor conocido inter-
nacionalmente por sus numerosas contribuciones al conocimiento de los
mixomicetos y de los hongos tremeldceos y durante su larga e intensivamente
activa vida recibié6 muchos honores y premios, incluso recientemente la
medalla "Henry Allan Gleason'" conferida en 1970 por el Jardfin Botdnico
de Nueva York en reconocimiento de sus importantes investigaciones mico-
l6gicas. Por la misma razbén, en 1963, su "alma mater'", Rutgers, le entregd
el Doctorado "honoris causa" en Ciencias Naturales. Con la publicacién
junto con el Dr. C.J.Alexopoulos en 1969 del tribajo monogridfico sobre
"Myxomycetes'", culminé casi 40 afios de continuo interés e investigacién
en este grupo de hongos. El Profesor Martin era una autoridad célebre
reconocida en el campo de los hongos tremeldceos y su monograffia de 1952,
"North Central Tremellales'", es el trabajo definitivo que trata de las
especies norteamericanas. Entre los muchos deberes profesionales cum-
plidos por el Profesor Martin, se puede sefialar su puesto de Redlactor de
la revista '"Mycologia'" y también la presidencia de la Sociedad Micolé6gica

de América.
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GEORGE WILLARD MARTIN - 1886 - 1971

Después de haber pasado una vida dedicada a la investigaci6n y la

| ensefianza en el campo de la micologfa, el Profesor George W. Martin,
Profesor Emérito de Botdnica de la Universidad de Towa, EEUU, falleci6

en Towa City, Iowa, el 11 de Septiembre después de una corta enfermedad.
Hubiera cumplido los 85 afios de edad el 27 de Octubre de 1971. Profesor
Martin pas6é su entera carrera profesional en la Universidad de Iowa donde
comenz6 como Profesor Ayudante en 1923, al terminar sus estudios graduados
en las Universidades de Rutgers y de Chicago. Era mejor conocido inter-
nacionalmente por sus numerosas contribuciones al conocimiento de los
mixomicetos y de los hongos tremeldceos y durante su larga e intensivamente
activa vida recibié muchos honores y premios, incluso recientemente la
medalla "Henry Allan Gleason" conferida en 1970 por el Jardfn Bot4nico

de Nueva York en reconocimiento de sus importantes investigaciones mico-
l6gicas. Por la misma raz6n, en 1963, su "alma mater'", Rutgers, le entregé
el Doctorado "honoris causa'" en Ciencias Naturales. Con la publicacién
junto con el Dr. C.J.Alexopoulos en 1969 del trabajo monogrdfico sobre

""Myxomycetes', culminé casi 40 afios de continuo interés e investigacibn

en este grupo de hongos. El Profesor Martin era una autoridad célebre
reconocida en el campo de los hongos tremeldceos y su monograffa de 1952,
"North Central Tremellales'", es el trabajo definitivo que trata de las
especies norteamericanas. Entre los muchos deberes profesionales cum-
_plidos por el Profesor Martin, se puede sefalar su puesto de Redactor de
la revista "Mycologia" y también la presidencia de la Sociedad Micol6gica

de América.

B. Lowy

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge
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GEORCE WILLARD MARTIN - 1886 - 1971

Después de haber pasado una vida dedicada a la investigacién y la

enseflanza en el campo de la micologfa, el Profesor George W. Martin,

. Profesor Emérito de Botdnica de la Universidad de lowa, EEUU, fallecié
en Jowa City, Iowa, el 1l de Septiembre después de una corta enfermedad.
Hubiera cumplido los 85 afos de edad el 27 de Octubre de 1971. Profesor
Martin pas6 su entera carrera profesional en la Universidad de Iowa donde
comenz6 como Profesor Ayudante en 1923, al terminar sus estudios graduados
en las Universidades de Rutgers y de Chicago. Era mejor conocido inter=-
nacionalmente por sus numerosas contribuciones al conocimiento de los
mixomicetos y de los hongos tremeldceos y durante su larga e inten;ivamente
activa vida recibibé muchos honores y premios, incluso recientemente la
medalla "Henry Allan Gleason" conferida en 1970 por el Jardfn Botdnico
de Nueva York en reconocimiento de sus importantes investigaciones mico-
16gicas. Por la misma raz6n, en 1963, su "alma mater", Rutgers, le entregé
el Doctorado "honoris causa'" en Ciencias Naturales. Con la publicacién
junto con el Dr. C.J.Alexopoulos en 1969 del trabajo monogréfico sobre
"Myxomycetes', culminé casi 40 aflos de continuo interés e investigacibn
en este grupo de hongos. FEl Profesor Martin era una autoridad célebre
reconocida en el campo de los hongos tremeldceos y su monograffa de 1952,
"North Central Tremellales'", es el trabajo definitivo que trata de las
especies norteamericanas. Entre los muchos deberes profesionales cum-
plidos por el Profesor Martin, se puede seialar su puesto de Retlactor de

la revista '""Mycologia" y también la presidencia de la Sociedad Micolégica

de América.

B. Lowy

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge
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CEORCE WILLARD MARTIN - 1888 - 1971

Despuls de baber pasado una vida dedicada a la fovestigacife y la

enseflanza en ¢l campo de la micologfa, ¢l Profesor Ceorge ¥, Martin,

Profesor Deérito de Botdnica de la Universidad de lova, TEUU, fallecid

ea lowa City, lowa, el 1l de Septiembre despuls de una corta enfersedad,
Bublera cumplido los 85 afos de edad el 27 de Octubre de 1971, Profesor
Martin pasd su entera carrera profesional en la Universidad de lowa donde
comenzd como Profesor Ayudante en 192), al temminar sus estudios graduados
en las Universidades de Rutgers y de Chicago. Era me jor conocido inter-
nacionalmente por sus numerosas contribuciones al conocimicato de los
mizomicetos vy de los hongos tremeldceos vy durante su larga ¢ intensivamente
activa vida recibid suchos honores y premios, incluso reclentesente la
medalla "Henry Allan Cleason™ conferida en 1970 por el Jardfn Botdnico

de Nueva York en reconocimiento de sus (mportantes investipaciones mico-
16gicas. Por la misma razfa, en 1963, su “alma mater™, Rutgers, le entregd
el Doctorado "honoris causa™ en Clencias Naturales. Con la publicacifn
Junto con el Dr. C.J.Alexopoulos en 1969 del trAbajo monografico sobre
"Myxomycetes”, culmind casi 40 afos de continuo interés ¢ (nvestigacifn

en este grupo de hongos. El Profesor Martin era una autoridad célebre

reconocida en ¢l campo de los hongos tremeldceos y su monograffa de 1952,
"North Central Tremellales™, es ¢l trabajo definitivo que trata de las
especies norteamericanas. Entre los suchos deberes profesionales cume
plidos por el Profesor Martin, se puede sefalar su puesto de ReMactor de
la revista "Mycologia™ y también la presidencia de la Socliedad Micolégica

de Anfrica,

B. Lowy

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge
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ot psatiess and carcful planning has served as a mundel
bt o number of later Flotas

Wath the publecation in 1926 of the first volume of his
Pamilies ) }T--nll'l‘n; Mants, follomed by the sesonnd

st an 190, he gave an impetus to the study of plant

iolutson and phslogeny which caused a ferment of .
tesest i the 19006 and affected all students of phylogeny
sl sastemnate botans, His  thewewes, although  «on.
lenwrsial, were so lar reaching i thewr efleats that even
e B ot can witte on the general topee of plamt
phologeny without o some extent being under the in.
flusrs e of "Hutch”, even o unknow lingls

e tivnera of Flomering Mants, stanted in 191, was
a muammeth undertaking that would have daunted
oot less conlident and enthusiastie than Hutchinson
It wias o less than @ dessriptine acoomint of all the genera
of Thomering plants and was undoubtedIy inspired by that
grvat ¢ lasew, the Gernera Wantarum, bw George Bentham
atel S Jomeph Hooker, published i the 15h century, It
i wotth noting that Hutdlunson was one of the few sur.
sivors whe knew Hooker peosonally and indeed the first
editins of the Fomilies of the Flogorimg Panis beae a
dedication to Bentham and Hooker, with a fliaal tribute
froen Hutchinson's own pen. Two volumes of The Genern
of Flowering Mants have appeared and forther material
is i oan sdvanced stage. As if this were not enough, 1
8 he published o further massne volume on the
Fovdutoon and Pislogens of Floweemng Manis

Fo many people all over the world he represented the
embodunent of one of the great raditions of Beitish
saatematic botany. His kindlyv, paternal presence sevmend
paart of Kew and not a few visitors counted it as one of the
nnportant moments of their visit just to have seen John
Hutchinson at work

GEORGE WILLARD MARTIN 1886-1971

I remember George Martin as a friend to whom any
vollengue or student could bring a guestion or comment
and be reveved wath gentle, thoughtful good humor. He
was genvrous with his time and sage advice 1o his
mumerotis students, fowends and fellow faculty members
An accomplished scholar and scientist of integriny, Dy
Martin loved o good debate and defended his convictions
tenaciously. He was a good listener and respected the
siews of others. He was quick to admit he had been
mistaken, when vabid evidence contrarny 1o his views was
mevealed. He seemed 1o delight in counting some of his
st hest adversanies among his best foends

George W Martin was born in Brooklvn, New York,
on Ovtobwr 27, ISSG, the son of George Augustus and
Savah Ann tHarned) Martin, He married Mary Gillespne
of New Hrunswick, New Jersev, in 1916, She preceeded
hun m death by almost one vear,

After attending Bovs High School in Brooklvn,
George Martin worked for seven vears i the financial
thisteict of New York Citv. He earned the Litnt. B, degree
from’ Rutgers University in 1912 and the M.S. degree in
1915, Later he attended the University of Chicago and
studhsd botany and myveology, receiving the PhD. degree
i 122 Hutgers University awarded him an honorary 1.
S degrew i 1960

Dy, Martin contributed significantly to our society o=
# teacher and research scholar, He was an instuctor at
Mussachosetts Agriculture College, Amherst, from 1916
to 1917 when he volunteered for service in the US. Arm
He servesd inan infantey regiment in France until 1919,
andd was promoted, in the field, to First Licutenant, The

stivngth of his character s demonstrated by the fact that
e relused 1o apply Tor seteran’s benelits stating that he
fumly belived a man should serve his country during
wartime without the expes tation of a veteran’s bonus. He
taught Englesh and Hotany at Rutgers University from
91920 and moned with his family to lowa in 1923
where be began a long and fruntful carcer in the Deprart.
menit of Botany at the University of lowa st lowa City
His skill a» o teacher and rescarch scholar is attested I
his rapid e through the academic ranks to Professaor in
1929 During the swars until his retivement in 1955 and
following his retirement, he guided 47 graduate students
through the efforts of MS and PhD. training Most of
these students occupn pusitions of high responsibility i
mdustny o educational institutions i the US. and
seaeral other countries. They constitutle & viable
monument to his ability and unstinting effort as a men-
tor. Martin was head of the Department of Botany from
1950 to 1956 After his retirement, be served one vear on
the faculty of the Department of Botany, University of
Hlinois, returning to the University of lowa, where he
vontinued his scholarly contributions almost 1o the day of
his death

His avid interest in hiterature and music as well as
botany was alwavs evident 1o Dr. Marmin's chese friends
and students in conversation and correspondence with
him. For several vears he was invited by the English
Department to teach an advanced seminar course tithesd,
“Nature and the Natore of Man™ dealing with classic
writings. His outstanding  facility  with the English
language  Jed Do Martin frequently  into editorial
preositions for scientific journals. He was editor-dn-chivef of
Mycologia tor seven vears and editor of the University of
lowa Studies in Natural History from 1934 until his
death on September 11, 197)

George W Martin became internationally respected
for his expert know ledge of fungi. especially Slime Malds
IMyxomycetes) and Jelly Fungi ( Tremellacvac). He was
author of two world monographs on Shime Molds; the
first in 19340 with T. H. MacBride became a classic work:
the second, in 19649 with C. J. Alexopoulos of the Univer-
ity of Texas, 1x the current authority on this subject. He
has published numerous papers on plant  pathology,
marine  weology,  gencral myveology  and  the  special
taxonomy of Myxomyeetes and Tremellacesus fungi * In
recognition of the excellence of his cortributions to Crap.
togamic Botany, Dr. Martin was given the Henry Allan
Gleason Award, by the New York Botanical Garden in
August 1950

His  students, colleagues and  many  friends  will
cherish the memory of George Martin's keen mind, shamp
wit, and froendly counsel. He was a man of clearly con.
cetved ideas and carefully considered convictions which
he supported honestly and forthrightls with a facile pen
and  clear, comnvincing speech. For o hall a century
students and colleagues have been inspied by De. Mar.
tn's acumen as a scientist, skill in letters, and boundless
enthusiasm for the organisms with which he spent more
than half o lifetime in study. In the truest sense he was &
gentleman and a scholar,

Robert :. "lllhlf‘
Department of Botany
Umiversity of lowa

lavta, 1° L el o o Wevpaman 191 dwsase Willead Maitm
Mucogmattniboggia ot Muoobagia Ajaduata 85 60 VAN
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Come everybody, mather round; get ready for a treat;
The subject of my dlscourse 1o

I grieve to say the history with ecandal will be rirfe,

For every Myxo ie compelled to lead a double life.

At first, in pilles of rotten leaves, in sodden logs or stumpes,
Pretending to be animal, it crawls and creeps and clumps,

Then, ere it shifts to fungous form, it seeks the outer alr,

And if your eyes are keen enough you're sure to find it there.

Ac animal, the shape it takes we call plasmodium (1);

Bacteria and yeasts and spores serve as its pabulum (2);

It eate them all and goes its way and waxes fat and strong,

Nor ever wonders whether such behavior may be wrong.

Its lack of moral scruple is without a doubt complete;

No conscience has been noted in the Myxomycete (3).

Anon its frulting etage begins. Before our startled eyecs

It hastens to transform itgelf into a fungus gulsee.

With curious excitement all ite veins become suffused,

Ite nuclel meiotically divide and are reduced (4).

Into aethalium, eporange, or curved plasmodiocarp

The change is sudden, quick, abrupt, distinct, declsive, sharp (5).
It gleams as iridescent orbe (6) or waves as feathered plumes (7),
Or livens up a bit of bark with particolored blooms (8);

Or turns a dingy fallen leaf into a beauty-spot (9);

But some of them, I must confess, are not seo very hot (10).

The firm peridium dries and oplits and through each tiny tear

Each passing breeze releases spores by cloude into the ailr,

Until some capillitial tufts, an empty stalk or two,

Are all that's lerft to mark the place whereon the slime mold grew.
But now the spores have dropped by scores in humid cul-de-sacs;
There each small cell begines to swell and soon the spore wall cracks;
Out slipe a protoplasmic globe which squirme a bit and then
Develops a flagellum and thus swims beyond our ken (1ll).

It eats, dividee, and eats again, but soon there comes a time

When food tasteec flat, and life like that seems scarcely worth a dime.
Each lonely little swarm-cell seeks to find a fitting mate,

And round and round they dance in paire, nor ever hesitate (12).
They closer prees, the clasp grows tight, and soon the two are one,
The nuclel fuse, flagella are retracted, and ite done (13).

This 18 the new plasmodium. The cycle now repeato;

It Jjoine with others, crawls around, and eats and grows and eates,
And in ite time it fruite again, and so the tale is told

Of this, as every living thing, forever new, though old (14).

The morals of my tale are neither many nor profound,

And since they are the common sort that everywhere abound,

I will not waste your time and mine by trying to expound:—
Juct help yourself to what you want and pass the reat around.

1. Clenkowski, L. Jahrb. wiss. Bot. 3: 400-441. 1863. 2. Howard, F. 1.
Am. J. Bot. 18: 461-477. 1932. 3. Piffenpuffer, A. Morality in lower organ.sms.
N. Y. 1891. &. wWileon, M. and E. J. Cadman, Trans. R. Soc. Edinb. 55: 555-608.
1928. 5. Falrly so at any rate. 6. Cf. Lamproderma columbinum (Pers.) Rost.
{+ Cr. Etemonitis fusca Roth. 8. Cf. Ba fa utricularis (Bull.) Berk. 9. Cf.
Diachea leucopodia (Pull.)Rost. 10. E. g. Brefeldia maxima (Fr.) Rost. which
looke like oumething you may step on in the cow pasture if you don't watch o ..
The genur woo named by Roetafincki to perpetuate his feeling toward Brefeld.
11. Jahn, ©. Fer. deutech. Pot. Ges. 22: 84-92. 1904. 12. 8ilcox, Ella Lella..
Love life in the Protista. Phila. 1895. 13. Wilson and Cadman, l.c. 1l&. *"Dust
thou art, to dust thou shalt return.®

o R0 5 . -=0. W. Martin .
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Come eyerybody, gather round; get ready for a treat;
The oubject of my discourse io

THE MYXOMYCETE

I grieve to say the history with scandal will be rife,

For every Myxo is compelled to lead a double life.

At first, in piles of rotten leaves, in sodden logs or stumps,
Pretending to be animal, it crawls and creeps and clumps,
Then, ere 1t shifts to fungous form, it seeks the outer alr,
And 1f your eyes are keen enough you're sure to find it there.
As animal, the shape it takes we call plasmodium (1);
Bacteria and yeasts and spores serve as its pabulum (2);

It eats them all and goes its way and waxes fat and strong,
Nor ever wonders whether such behavior may be wrong.

Its lack of moral scruple is without a doubt complete;

No conscience has been noted in the Myxomycete (3).

Anon 1ts fruiting stage begins. Before our startled eyes

It hastens to transform itself into a fungus gulse.

With curious excitement all its veins become suffused,

Ite nuclei meiotically divide and are reduced (4). /
Into aethalium, sporange, or curved plasmodiocarp

The change is sudden, quick, abrupt, distinct, decisive, sharp (5).

It gleams as iridescent orbs (6) or waves as feathered plumes (7),

Or livens up a bit of bark with particolored blooms (8);

Or turns a dingy fallen leaf into a beauty-spot (9);

But some of them, I must confess, are not so very hot (10).

The firm peridium dries and splits and through each tiny tear

Each passing breeze releases spores by clouds into the air,

Until some capillitial tufts, an empty stalk or two,

Are all that'!s left to mark the place whereon the sllime mold grew.

But now the spores have dropped by scores in humid cul-de-sacs;

There each small cell begins to swell and soon the spore wall cracks;

Out slips a protoplasmlc globe which squirme a bit and then

Develops a flagellum and thus swims beyond our ken (11).

It eats, divides, and eats again, but soon there comes a time

When food tastes flat, and l1ife like that seems scarcely worth a dime.

Each lonely little swarm-cell seeks to find a fitting mate,

And round and round they dance in pairs, nor ever hesitate (12). 5
They closer press, the clasp grows tight, and soon the two are one, i
The nuclei fuse, flagella are retracted, and its done (13). '
This is the new plasmodium. The cycle now repeats;

It Jjoins with others, crawls around, and eats and grows and eats,
And in its time it fruits again, and so the tale is told

Of this, as every living thing, forever new, though old (14).

The morals of my tale are nelther many nor profound,

And since they are the common sort that everywhere abound,

I will not waste your time and mine by trying to expound:—
Just help yourself to what you want and pass the rest around.

1. Cienkowski, L. Jahrb. wiss. Bot. 3: 400-441. 1863. 2. Howard, F. L.
Am. J. Bot. 18: 461-477. 1932. 3. Piffenpuffer, A. Morality in lower organisms.
N. Y. 1891. 4. wilson, M. and E. J. Cadman, Trans. R. Soc. Edinb. 55: 555-608.
1928. 5. Fairly so at any rate. 6. Cf. Lamproderma columbinum (Pers.) Rost.
7. Cf. Stemonitis fusca Roth. 8. Cf. Badhamia utricularis (Bull.) Berk. 9. Cf.
Diachea leucopodia (Bull.)Rost. 10. E. g. Brefeldia maxima (Fr.) Rost. which
looks like something you may step on in the cow pasture if you don't watch o. ..
The genue was named by Rostafinski to perpetuate his feeling toward Brefeld.
1ll. Jahn, E. Ber. deutsch. Bot. Ges. 22: 84-92. 1904. 12. ©Silcox, Ella Leila. @
Love life in the Protista. Phila. 1895. 13. Wilson and Cadman, l.c. l4. "Dust  }
thou art, to dust thou shalt return. —G. W. Martin ! ﬁ
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Mycopathologia et Mycologia applicata, vol. 45, 3-4 pag. VII-XV 1971

GEORGE WILLARD MARTIN
1886—1971

by
PauL L. LENTZ & CHESTER R. BENJAMIN 1)

PROFESSOR GEORGE WILLARD MARTIN epitomized the best tradi-
tions of scientific scholarship for almost a half century at the State
University of Iowa. At age 84, he was still working with his beloved
fungi until a week before his death, which came in the early morning
of Saturday, September 11, 1971, in Iowa City.

GEORGE MARTIN was born in Brooklyn, New York, October 27,
1886. He grew up as one of three brothers reared in relatively modest

circumstances but all endowed with qualities of intelligence and

exceptional character that merit respect.
Despite his eventual prominence as a scientist of outstanding

attainment, DrR. MARTIN’S intellectual interests were also very .

nearly those of a classical scholar. His earliest college work was in
the liberal arts, and Dr. MARTIN graduated from Rutgers University
in 1912 with a Bachelor of Literature degree. Even at this time,
though, his interest in biology was strong, so, in 1915, he was award-
ed the degree of Master of Science, also at Rutgers. While engaged
in his graduate studies, he also worked at the New Jersey Agricultu-
ral Experiment Station during the years 1913—15. He was briefly
at Massachusetts College, Amherst, in 1917—18.

Shortly after he received his M. S. degree, DR. MARTIN entered
the United States Army, and eventually he was sent to France as a
Lieutenant. During his stay in Europe, he was able to study at the
Sorbonne for several months. After his military experience, DR.
MARTIN returned to Rutgers as an Assistant Professor of Botany
in 1919. From Rutgers, he moved to the University of Chicago,
where he was granted the Ph. D. degree in 1922, and then to the
State University of Iowa at Iowa City in 1923. Thus began his long
career that carried him to the rank of Professor, Head of the Depart-
ment of Botany from 1953 until 1955, and Emeritus Professor,
still active at his research investigations when beyond the age of 80.

During the Second World War, wishing to make some contribution

I) National Fungus Collections, Plant Science Research Division, Agricultural
Research Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, Beltsville, Maryland 20705
Accepted for publication: 14.X.1971.
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GEORGE WILLARD MARTIN 1886-1971

I remember George Martin as a friend to whom any
colleague or student could bring a question or comment
and be received with gentle, thoughtful good humor. He
Wias generous with his time and sage advice to his
numerous students, friends and fellow faculty members,
An accomplished scholar and scientist of integrity, D,
Martin loved a good debate and defended his convietions
tenaciously. He was a good listener and respected the
views of others. He was quick to admit he had been
mistaken, when valid evidence contrary to his views was
revealed. He seemed to delight in counting some of his
staunchest adversaries among his best friends.

George W, Martin was born in Brooklyn, New York,
on October 27, 1886, the son of George Augustus and
Sarah Ann (Harned) Martin. He marvied Mary Gillespie
of New Brunswick, New Jersey, in 1916, She preceeded
him i death by almost one vear.

After attending  Boys High School in Brooklyn,
George Martin worked for seven vears in the financial
distiiet of New York City. He earned the Litt. B. degree
from’ Rutgers University in 1912 and the M.S. degree in
1915, Later he attended the University of Chicago and
studied botany and mycology, receiving the Ph.D. degree
in 1922, Rutgers University awarded him an honorary D,
Se. degree in 1963,

Dr. Martin contributed significantly to our society as
a teacher and rescarch scholar. He was an instuctor at
Massachusetts Agriculture College, Amherst, from 1916
to 1917 when he volunteered for service in the U.S, Army.
He served in an infantry vegiment in France until 1919,
and was promoted, in the field, to First Lieutenant. The

Bulletin

December 1972

strength of his character is demonstrated by the fact that
he vefused 1o apply for veteran’s benefits stating that he
firmly believed a man should serve his country during
wartime without the expectation of a veteran’s bonus, He
taught Enghsh and Botany at Rutgers University from
1919-23 and moved with his family to lowa in 1923,
where he began a long and fruitful carcer in the Depart-
ment of Botany at the University of lowa at lowa City,
His skill as a teacher and research scholar is attested by
his rapid rise through the academic ranks to Professor in
1929, During the years until his retivement in 1955 and
following his vetirement, he guided 47 graduate students
through the efforts of M5, and Ph.D. traming. Most of
these students occupy positions of high responsibility in
industry or educational institutions in the U.S. and
several other countries, They constitute a  viable
monument to his ability and unstinting effort as a men-
tor, Martin was head of the Department of Botany from
1953 to 1956, After his retivement, he served one vear on
the faculty of the Department of Botany, University of
Hlinois, returning to the University of lowa, where he
contimued his scholarly contributions almost to the day of
his death.

His avid interest in literature and music as well as
botany was always evident to Dr. Martin's close friends
and students in conversation and corvespondence with
him. For several years he was invited by the English
Department to teach an advanced seminar course titled,
“Nature and the Nature of Man,” dealing with classic
writings.  His  outstanding  facility with the English
language led Dy, Martin frequently  mto  editorial
positions for scientific journals. He was editor-in-chief of
Mycologia for seven vears and editor of the University of
lowa Studies in Natural History from 1934 until his
death on September 11, 1971,

George W, Martin became imternationally respected
for his expert knowledge of fungi, especially Slime Molds
(Myxomycetes) and Jelly Fungi (Tremellaceae). He was
author of two world monographs on Slime Molds: the
first in 1934 with T, H. MacBride became a classic work;
the second, in 1969 with €, J, Alexopoulos of the Univer-
sity of Texas, is the current authority on this subject. He
has published numerous papers on plant pathology,
marine ecology, general mveology and  the special
taxonomy of Myxomycetes and Tremellaceous fungi.® In
recognition of the excellence of his contributions to Cryp-
togamic Botany, Dy, Martin was given the Henry Allan
Gleason Award, by the New York Botanical Garden in
August 1970,

His students, colleagues and many friends will
cherish the memory of George Martin's keen mind. sharp
wit, and friendly counsel. He was a man of clearly con-
ceived ideas and carefully considered convictions which
he supported honestly and forthrightly with a facile pen
and clear, convincing speech. For a half a century
students and colleagues have been inspired by Dr. May-
tin's acumen as a scientist, skill in letters, and boundless
enthusiasm for the organisms with which he spent more
than half a lifetime in study. In the truest sense he was a
gentleman and a scholar,

Robert L. Hulbary
Department of Botany
Untversity of lowa

Lentz, P Lo and € R Benjumin, 1971 Gieonge Willard  Matin
Mycopathologia et Mycologin: Applicita 4554 VTNV
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GEORGE WILLARD MARTIN
(1886-1971)

KexxeErn WELLS ?
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National Fungus Callections, Plant Protection Institute, Agricultural
Rescarch Scrvice, U.S.D.A., Beltsville, Mayyland 20705

I’rofessor George Willard Martin was born in Brooklyn, New York,
on October 27, 1886, the eldest son of George Augustus and Sarah Ann
(née Harned) Martin. He passed away on September 11, 1971.

He began his formal education in the public schools of Brooklyn and
cutered Boys High School in 1899, His high school career was abruptly
ierminated in his second year by an unfortunate incident in which he
was unjustly dealt with by the principal of the school. IHe was falsely
accused by a student monitor of throwing matchies on the floor of the
assembly hall. \Without further investigation, he was confronted by the
principal with the ultimatum that he confess and promise not to repeat

1 We are indebted to Dr. H. 1. Dean for the photograph of Professor Martin,
to Dr. R. 1. Hulbary for information and much assistance, to Mrs. Ann H. Edel-
man for information, and to Mr. Mulford Martin for his most helpful account of
Professor Martin’s early life.

[ Mycorogia for JTuly=August, 1973 (65: 721-984) was 1ssued September 25, 1973]
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