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Dr. Peter Furst

Dep't. Latin American Studies
U LA

Sr. José Luis Franco
Salamanca 30A
Mexico,D.F.

Dr. Donald Robertson

Art Dep't (I spoke to him: 19-XI-1970)

Newcomb Coll. N.O. from Freret St. Library,
Miss LeDoux in charge.
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Jeroglificos Mayas

El Centro para las Relaciones Interamericanas, de Nueva
York, y el Museo de Arqueologia y Etnologia Peabody de
la Universidad de Harvard presentaron material clave de
la escritura maya en una muestra realizada en el citado
centro entre el 28 de enero y el 28 de marzo.

Ese material ha contribuido a mirar los indescifrados
jeroglificos mayas —la dnica forma de escritura conocida
en América antes de Colén— en relacién con otras lenguas
antiguas, ha informado acerca de previos empenos por
descifrarlos y ha expuesto algunos de los mejores monu-
mentos e inscripciones mayas originales como obras de arte
con derecho propio. Al mismo tiempo, ha llamado la aten-
ci6n a proposito de un estudio de quince aios de las inscrip-
ciones jeroglificas mayas, oficialmente iniciado en octu-
bre—de 1970, que intentara resolver uno de los problemas

' mas antiguos de la arqueologia americana. Dicho estudio

' va a ser realizado por el Museo Peabody, con la direccion
de Ian Graham, erudito explorador britanico que preparo
la finestra de Nueva York y su magnifico catalogo. La
Fundacién Charles Guttman, de Nueyva York, correri con
parte del costo.

Uno de los directores de la Fundacion es Edgar H.
Brenner, abogado de la ciudad de Washington que inicié la
reunién en las oficinas de la Fundacién Guttman en no-
viembre de 1967. Alli, representantes del Centro para las
Relaciones Interamericanas, del Museo Peabody, del Museo
Norteamericano de Histori atural y del Departamento
de Antropologia de la Universidad de JYale tomaron la
decisién de publicar las 1.322 inscripciones en piedra que

' se sepa existen y los tres codice as subsistentes.
“Ta mayoria de tales piedras se hallan en las selvas y
mezquites de México, Guatemala y Honduras, donde estan
siendo rapidamente destruidas por la accién del pillaje y de
las lluvias, hecho que otorga urgencia al mencionado es-
tudio.

Cuando se retna el material y se identifiquen y numeren
utadora, lo
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Yeso de una estela procedente
de Copan, Honduras, exhibido
junto con obras mayas originale:
en la muestra “El arte de la
escritura jeroglifica maya" del
Centro de Relaciones
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e B Berlin 1962. Faksimile-Ausgabe der Maya-Handschrift der Sachsischen Landeshiblio-

thek, Dresden. 74 mehefarbige Lichtdrucktafeln, 1 Konkordanztafel, 1 achifarbige

e e T ~ .
Offsettafel. Vorwort von Prof. Dr. Iva Lips, Leipzig. Gax snkassette mit Gold-

pragung. is
B_ﬁf_f@ Facsimile-edition of the Maya-manuscript of the Sdchsische Landesbiblio- {;

thek, Dresden. 74 multi-coloured phototype plates, 1 plate of concordance, 1 cight
colour offset plate. Preface by Prof. Dr. Eva Lips, Leipzig Full cloth box with gold
tooling. e

Ladenpreis (list price): &S 2.310,— (DM 361,

Die vor iiber 70 Jahren von Ernst Férstemann herausgegebene Faksimile™? er Maya Handschrife der

Sichsischen Landesbibliothek zu Dresden stellte einen Markstein in der Geschichte der Mayatorschung dar
und bildet seither die unentbehrliche Grundlage des Studiums der Kulurwelt der alten Maya. Das jetzt im
* Buchmuseum der Dresdener Bibliothek befindliche Original hat den Zweiten Weltkrieg mit nur geringen
Wasserschiden iiberlebrt, liegt heute unter Glas und lifit sich schwer transportieren. Deshalb kommt der ers
folgten Neuausgabe besondere Bedeutung zu, zumal der Nachdruck in mustergiltiger Gewissenhaftigkeiters
folgte und eine genaue Farbabstimmung mit dem Original und der alten Lichtdruckausgabe von 1892 durch-
gefiithre wurde. Da sich nur wenige Institutionen gliicklich schitzen kéinnen, ein Exemplar der Forstemann-
Ausgabe zu besitzen, bietet sich nunmehr allen Interessenten die Maglichkeir, eine Liicke in ihren Bestin:

den zu fillen, . . :
R _ii}g;'lt’lzed by the Hunt Institute for Botanical I?E}‘c‘?iﬁl_@l‘{;‘@t‘?_’{ﬁ% o




Dr. Donald B. Lawrence
Univ. Minnesota #cwrerplil
Minnesota,

Mushroom motifs in Buddhist religious art
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to reserve seals or ret
tie held at the Museum the day of each Symposium

Seating 1s imited. Please write the New Orleans Museum of Art. P. O
enclosed reservation card Requests will be filled in order of receipt Re

There are no restaurant facilities at or near the Museum. Box Iu

EXHIBITIONS
NEW ORLEANS MUSEUM OF ART

Mr. James B. Byrnes, Director

in the collection will be prepared and mounted for exhib
include a number of unpublished examples

Of equal interest to students of Latin American Art v
seum using examples from their permanent collection Ec:,_c.:ra _j. Seven C
by the Stern Fund and Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Q. Davis of New Orleans as well as the permanent collection of the New Orleans I _cnm:? of
Art An illustrated catalogue prepared by Pal Kelemen accompanies the exhibition

The occasion will also serve to introduce the recently expanded facilities and program of the New Orleans Museum of Art which has in
recent years concentrated on the acquisition of outstanding examples of The Arts of the Americas. particularly in the fields of Colonial
Latin American and Pre-Columbian Art

TULANE UNIVERSITY

MIDDLE AMERICAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE, Dr. Robert Wauchope. Director: Exhibition of Pre-Columbian Art from Central and Middle
America and from other Caribbean cultures. Fourth Floor, Dinwiddie Hall, 8:00 am-4:00 pm. Monday. Tuesday. Thursday and Friday.
865-4511

LATIN AMERICAN LIBRARY. Miss Majorie LeDoux, Librarian: Exhibition of Selected Holdings from the Rare Book Room. Fourth Floar,
Tulane University Library. closed Sunday until 2:00 pm.

15, Art Department. Newcomb Coll e University

Maya glyp ane University



TULANE UNIVERSITY SYMPOSIA ON THE ART OF LATIN AMERICA

in cooperation with

THE NEW ORLEANS MUSEUM OF ART

FRIDAY, APRIL 14, 1972, 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM:
Opening Reception . The Gallery. Newcomb College Art Department, Tulane University

SYMPOSIUM ON MAYA ART

Supported by the Samuel H. Kress Foundation

SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 1972

NEW ORLEANS MUSEUM OF ART, CITY PARK
9:00 AM: REGISTRATION

MAYA PAINTING
9:30 AM to 12:00 Noon

Welcome by Dr. Donald Robertson, Chairman
University Symposia Committee

Moderator:
Dr. Doris Stone, Associate in Archaeology
Middle American Research Institute
Tulane University

Dr. Jacinto Quirarte
Department of Art
University of Texas, Austin

MAYA VASE AND MURAL PAINTING
OF THE SOUTHERN LOWLANDS
FIRST CENTURY B.C. TO NINTH CENTURY A.D.

Dr. Frederick J. Dockstader, Director
Museum of the American Indian
The Heye Foundation, New York

A POLYCHROME CACHE FROM COPAN

Mtra. Marta Foncerrada de Molina, Investigadora
Instituto de Investigaciones Estéticas
Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México

MAYA VASE PAINTING OF THE CLASSIC PERIOD

Dr. Arthur G. Miller
Department of the History of Art
Yale University
MAYA INFLUENCE IN THE MURAL PAINTING
OF TEOTIHUACAN

Dr. J. Eric S. Thompson, Professor Emeritus
Carnegie Institution of Washington
Harvard, Ashdon, Saffron Walden

Essex, England

MYTH, METAPHORS AND OTHER FACTORS

IN'MAYA REPRESENTATIONS OF FAUNA
(to be read in absentia)

MAYA SCULPTURE
2:00 PM to 4:30 PM

Moderator:;
Dr. Munro Edmonson, Chairman
Department of Anthropology
Tulane University

Mtra. Beatriz de la Fuente, Investigadora
Instituto de Investigaciones Estéticas
Universidad Nacional Autdnoma de México

THE HUMAN FIGURE IN MAYA SCULPTURE

Mrs. Merle Greene Robertson, Director
Pre-Columbian Art Research Project
Robert Louis Stevenson School
Pebble Beach, California

THE RITUAL BUNDLES OF THE YAXCHILAN LINTELS

Dr. John Graham
Department of Anthropology
University of California, Berkeley

SOME FINAL MOMENTS OF CLASSIC MAYA ART

Dr. George A. Kubler, Robert Lehman Professor of the History of Art
Yale University

THE:-PAIRED ATTENDANTS OF THE
TEMPLE TABLETS'AT PALENQUE

SYMPOSIUM ON COLONIAL ART

SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 1972

NEW ORLEANS MUSEUM OF ART, CITY PARK
1:00 PM: REGISTRATION

THE SCHOOL OF CUZCO
1:30 PM to 4:00 PM
Welcome by Dr. Donald Robertson, Chairman
University Symposia Committee

Moderator:
Dr. Richard E. Greenleaf, Director
Center for Latin American Studies
Tulane University

Arg. José de Mesa F., Director
Instituto de Investigaciones Artisticas
Universidad Mayor de San Andrés
La Paz, Bolivia

CUZCO PAINTING: ITS CHARACTERISTICS

Arg. Teresa Gisbert de Mesa, Jefe de Investigadores
Instituto de Investigaciones Artisticas
Universidad Mayor de San Andrés
La Paz, Bolivia

PANORAMA OF CUZCO PAINTING

Dr. Leopoldo Castedo, Chairman
Department of Art
State University of New York at Stony Brook

A REAPPRAISAL OF ALTOPERUVIAN ‘MESTIZO'
ORNAMENTS AND SYMBOLS

Dr. Francisco Stastny, Catedratico Asociado en Historia del Arte
Universidad Mayor de San Marcos
Lima, Pertd

MATEO PEREZ DE ALESIO AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CUZCO SCHOOL

Arq. Graziano Gasparini, Director
Centro de Investigaciones Histdricas y Estéticas
Universidad Central de Venezuela, Caracas

THE CUZCO SCHOOL: AN ENCHANTING ART

4:30 PM:

Concert of Spanish Baroque Music
New Orleans Symphony Barogue Ensemble
Stern Auditorium

5:00 PM:

Members' Preview of Exhibitions
Refreshments for Symposia Guests and
Members of the Museum

TULANE UNIVERSITY SYMPOSIA COMMITTEE

Chairman:
Dr. Donald Robertson
Newcomb College Art Department

Dr. Munro Edmonson, Chairman
Department of Anthropology

Dr. Richard E. Greenleaf, Director
Center for Latin American Studies

Dr. Robert Wauchope, Director
Middle American Research Institute

Dr, Daniel Wogan
Departmentiafi Spanish



Apartado 68-63%6
Mexico 21, D.F.
Mexico

X2 July 1972

Poor. Bernard Lowie

Dept, of Biology
Louisiana. State UnlverSLty
Eaton Rouge, Louisiana

Dear Prof, Lowie:

Recently,. some anthropologlci colleagues gave me your
name and mentinned your work among the many species ‘of hallu-
cinogeniec mushrooms here in centrail Mexico, - I.am wondering if
you could send along scme reprints, of your work amd perhaps a
short bibliography containing items re the cultural context of
their-usage. .

.Myself and a: collaague from.the Univ. of Minnesota, Mr.
John Ingham, are beginning a study of Nahuatl shamangsm which
still survives in the form of the graniceros who inhabit the
small villages on the slopes of Popo and Ixta. We are curious
whether there are hallucinogenic musrooms indigenous to this
region gigd which may kave or still do play a role in trance
states/curing ete.

Thank you for your help. )

Cordially,

Scott. 8. ﬁobinsan
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UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS : DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY 1

Dr. R. KALYANASUNDARAM CENTRE OF ADVANCED
READER IN MYCOLOGY & PLANT PATHOLOGY STUDY IN BOTANY !5
. ; MADRAS-s5, DIA \
Indira Kalyanasundard m L o
Lecturer 16th Nov.1972

—egp—

Dr Richard K. Benjamin,
Editor-in-Chief, Mycologia,

Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Garden,
Clare Wont, California 91711.

Dear sSimr,
Thisz is with reference to the paper entitled "Mushroom symbolism in

faya Codices" by Bernard Lowy(Mycologia 64(4):816-821, 1972).

The object identified as a mushroom by Dr Lowy in Figs.l-4,
looks more like a mace (called gada in Indian languages), a weapon
commonly known in ancient India and depicted as being carried by
many of the deities in Indian mythology. It has a long handle with g
bulbous tiR;, and a globose head which may be variously ornamented.

The proportions of the object in question with respect to the
body of the figure that carries it, the ornatejappearance of the hegd
Bescribed as the pileus), and its globdse.appearance suggested in \
ig.2, as well w as the relationship of the Maya civélization to [
old Indian civilization, indicate that the object may be a ma.ce ,
rather than a mushroom.

I hape you will puplish tis letter or forward it to the athor
of the paper, even though I am not a member of your esteemed Society.
If Dr LOwy is interested, I can send him a picture of a figare
bearing a mace. At the moment I am unable to do so as there is
a letter-bomb scare in India and we are advised to write in letter-

forms with no possible enclosures.
vﬂjélﬁ%ij/

ira \Kalyanasundaranm

Yours sincerely,

y the Hunt Institute forBetanical Documentation

. BV Lamtoidl NUESSENRE |
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

\

29 May, 1972

¥,

Dear Miss Kurman:

Thanks for your letter and the excellent photo. When Jim
Raugh called me on the 24th he mentioned that you were associated
with the Museum of Modern Art and that among other things you were
studying a ceramic house with mushrooms or objects that looked like
them.

My ignorance of Peruviam ceramics is vast. The three objects
of course look quite convincingly mushroomic but whether they are so
in fact - es harina de otra costal. I have seen nothing like it (which
doesen't mean much) but I expect to pursue ethnomycological matters
during my stay in Peru and Ecuador.

There is solid evidence that sacred mushrooms played a
significant role in pre-Columbian societies (mushrooms in ritual use
are shown in the Codex Vindobonensis Mexicanus I and also I think in W
the codices Madrid and Dresdensis) and there are the pottery mushrooms
of E1 Salvador, Guatemala and Mexico, but so far, such evidence has
not been found in Peru. The priestly class is generally assumed to have
been strong during the Mochica and Early Chimd periods. Were hallucino-
gens known to them,? Probably. Anyway, I am going to look into the
distribution of hallucinogenic plants - including hongos.

Enclosed is a xerox copy of a recent paper that might interest
you. I regret that there are no more reprints.

Best wishes,

Sinceriéf yours,

e —

Bern Wy
Profess of Botany

l)lS‘ cne oaunt institute 10




LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

March 27, 1972

Prof. George E. Fay
Department of Anthropology
Colorado State College
Greeley, Colorado 80631

Dear Prof. Fay:
Kindly enter my subscription to "Katunob" for the coming year.

I find that the last issue on hand in our library is dated 1967. I would
appreciate receiving a set of back numbers of the last issue published,

if this is still available. My check for $4.00 is enclosed.

Sincerely yours,

A4

Bernar
Professox’ of Botany

St

oK /ubwf( L7



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

April 19, 1972

Dear Dr. Kelley:

I am chagrined to find that I no longer have reprints of
the paper I had intended to send you in return for your kindness in
giving me reprints of your own. The paper on mushroom stones appeared
in Mycologia 63: 983-993. 1971 (Sept.-Oct.) under the title: "New
records of mushroom stones from Guatemala.' Apparently it was not
without interest to Mayan scholars, since I received a letter from
Dr. Michael Coe regarding a toad effigy on a stone illustrated in
that paper. It seems to confirm his idea that bufotonine was known

and used as a hallucinogen by the Olmecs.

Please accept the enclosed unpublished photograph of a mush-
room stone that T found in a private collection in Guatemala last
summer.

With kindest regards,

Cordially,

AL

Bernar v
Professof [of Botany
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE « LOUISIANA . 70803
College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

April 17, 1972

Mrs. Merle Greene Robertson
Robert Louis Stevenson School
Pebble Beach, Calif., 93953

Dear Mrs. Robertson:

T have enclosed a xerox copy of the corrected galley of a
paper of mine which is to appear shortly in 'Mycologia.'" T believe
that the role of mushrooms and other hallucinogens used ritually by
Middle American precolumbian societies (and obviously continuing to
some extent until the present day) has not been adequately explored.
In this connection, I wonder whether you would be good enough to give
me further information on the use of the (presumably) hallucinogenic
mushrooms by contemporary tribe(s) along the Usumacinta (?) which you
mentioned in your paper. Have you collected specimens of the mushrooms
and have they been identified ? Your interpretation of the possible
use of the ritual bundlegshown in the Yaxchildn lintels,as containers
for paraphernalia associdted with hallucinogens used rituall% is of
the greatest interest.

Also enclosed is a reprint of a paper in which I touch on
the question of the use of Psilocybe spp in sacred ceremonies and a
brief account of my participation in such a ceremony in Huautla de
Jiménez. The slide of Madrid LIb which I showed you in New Orleans is
also enclosed.

I plan to leave for Peru in June on a teaching-research
mission supported by the Fulbright Program and among other things, I
hope to pursue the question of the use of hallucinogens in some parts
of the sierra and the montafia, as well as in southeastern Ecuador.

T was deeply impressed both with the examples of your beautiful
work which adorned the museum and the interpretations you offered in your
exemplary paper. Although some of these questions may never be completely
solved, the search for substantive evidence must surely continue.

With kindest regards,

Sincerel
Bernard
Professor




Stan]ey H Boggs

“sipnrtm]o 1600
Snn Sn]vnilor,
El Snlvnrlor, G. A. 14 March 1972

Dr. Bernard Lowy
L.SDUI | e Dpt- O.P BOtany
Baton Rouge, La. 70803

Dear Dr. Lowy:

Thank you for your note of 23 February
and the photos of the mushroom stones from Guatemala.
T think I've seen several of them at the Guatemalan
museum recently, but I had no record of them and
am grateful for the prints.

Several more -- usually fragmentary =--—
mushroom stones have turned up over the past six months
here in collections, but as they were purchased from
the usual campesinos, no one has any idea of their
discovery context nor more than the vaguest ideas of
their general area of provenance. I've often speculated
whether they weren't indiwidually owned, carried by the
owners to a specific ceremony, and then carted back
to the scattered dwellings of the owners, rather than
concentrated in any one locality. T think something of the
sort occurred with regard to "hachas" and Palmas, for
they've not been found at any ball court -- where they
must have been used: their scattered distribution, only
occasionally in graves, suggests they were individual
possessions rather than held at the point of a ceremony.
0f course, a few instances of the mushroom stones gnd of
the hachas having been found in considerable quantity
together are known but so far these occurrences are
exceptions. Obviously, we all need better and more
specific information of the finding sites and contexts.

Thank you very much for the reprint
on the mushroom stones, which was more than usually
interesting. Congratulations, and keep at it.

If you are coming through bere on
the way to Ecuador, please drop in for a visit. We
will probably be here most of the time, except
poesibly the first week or so of May, wvhen I may go
to Miami for a meeting.

With all best personal regards and

J L& A
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA - 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

January 25, 1972

Dear Mr. Turner:

I have just heard from Dr. Coe about the exciting work that
you and your colleague Barbara Rich are doing in the Palenque region. I
am deeply interested in ethnomycological questions and for some years,
chiefly in Guatemala but in E1 Salvador as well, have been looking into
some aspects of these problems. Enclosed is a recent reprint concerning
the interpretation of mushroom stones. I have tried to find evidence for
the existence of a contemporary mushroom cult in these areas, with negative
results. But further work is needed. There are too few people who are
interested in pursuing these questions.

Have you extended your inquiries to the Lacandones ? I have
not been among them but it would certainly be worth while to try to get
some pertinent data there. Some years 280, when I visited Dr. Frans Blom
in San Cristébal Las Casas, I asked him about the mycophagic habits of
the Lacandones whom he knew quite well, but he could tell me nothing about
this aspect of their lives.

T understand from Dr. Coe that you have observed the use of
hallucinogenic mushrooms by some people in the' Palenque area. Is the
associated ritual comparable to what we know about the Mazatecs and others
in Oaxaca ? Have the mushrooms been identified ? 1 hope you may find the
time to write to me.

With best wishes for your continued successS in your investigations.

Sian;§1i4Zours,

Bernard LO
Professor Botany

=




LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803
College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

January 18, 1972

Dr. Michael D. Coe
Department of Anthropology
Yale University

New Haven, Connecticut

Dear Dr. Coe:

After I had sent a reprint of my paper on mushroom stones to
Dr. LaBarre, he called my attention to your article in '"Horizon" entitled
"The Shadow of the Olmecs." I believe that the evidence from a number of
sources is now strong enough to postulate that the Maya had a hieratic
cult associated with sacred, hallucinogenic mushrooms and that their mushroom
stones were an integral part of it.

Your conjecture that the Olmecs may have used the hallucinogen
bufotenine from toad skins is extremely interesting and provocative and I
believe it is supported by the archeological evidence that I have found in
the mushroom stone bearing the effigy of a toad (fig. 6 in the enclosed
reprint).

I1f you have reprints of your paper in "Horizon: I would very much
appreciate receiving one.

Sincerely yours,

4

Bernar
Professorfof Botany




PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY

HARVARD UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 U.S.A.
Telephone (617) UN8-7600 Cable Address PEAMUSE

January 20, 1972

Dr. Bernard Lowy

Dept. of Botany and Plant Pathology
Louisiana State University

Baton Rouge, La. 70803

Dear Prof. Lowy:

I just had the pleasure of reading your recently published
article on the mushroom stones in Mycologia. I enjoyed
seeing such a concise and informative introduction to some
of the problems posed by these stone objects.

I noticed that it has been some time since we last corresponded.

At that time I was trying to raise money to go to Guatemala for
more field research on the mushroom stones for my dissertation.
Unfortunately I have not been totally successful in my fund
raising attempts. I do, however, have half of what I need agnd am
hopeful that the remainder will be available within the next few
months. In the meanwhile I have been busy with library research
and cataloging all the known examples of mushroom stones, pottery
mushrooms and related artiflacts. Most of these are from Borhegyi's
file. I have over 200 artifacts cataloged at this time!

Would it be possible to get an off-print of your article %n
Mycologia? Mine is a Xeroxed copy which does not do justice
to the photographs of the stones.

As soon as I know our departure date for Guatemala I will let
you know in hopes that we will be able to meet either in
Louisiana or Guatemala.

By the way, have you ever found or heard of hallucinogenic mush-
rooms growing in Guatemala? There are unconfirmed reports of
psychoactive mushrooms at Palenque and I have heard that there are
Indians in the Huehuetenango area who use these mushrooms.

My wife and I look forward to meeting you soon.

Sincerely yours,

“Richard M. Rose

Home address:
Jackson Rd.
Hardwick, Mass 01037




PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY

HARVARD UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02138 U.S.A.
Telephone (617) UN8-7600 Cable Address PEAMUSE

April 6, 1971

Dr. B. Lowy

Dept. of Botany and Plant Pathology
Louisiana State University

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Dr. Lowy:

Please excuse the long delay in answering your letter of
February 12. The New England winters tend to make one
lethargic. Spring and a new burst of energy have arrived.

I was happy to learn of your work in Guatemala and El Salvador.
I'm sure we can be of help to each other. Unfortunately, I
will not be going to Guatemala until August or September

when you will probably be returning to Louisiana. My wife is
going to have a baby soon and we want to wait until it is a
few months old before traveling. Perhaps we can drive to
Mexico by way of Louisiana if you will be there.

Thank you for the photos of mushroom stones. I was familiar
with most of them except for the two tall ones (56cm. & 50cm.)
from the Mendez collection. Although I cannot say for sure

I think these are fakes. Stylistically they are quite crude
combining both Preclassic human effigy figures with Late
Classic tripod bases. In addition, they are 15 to 20 cm.
taller than most other examples. Dr. Lee A. Parsons with
whom I am studying Preclassic stone sculpture of highland and
Pacific Guatemala also doubts their authenticity.

Just the obther day I heard that hallucinogenic mushrooms were
seen growing at Palenque by students of Michael Coe of Yale.

I have written to Coe for more information which I will send

to you if you are interested. To my knowledge these are the
first occurances of mushrooms reported outside the Daxaca-
northern Mexico area. I have also heard of hallucinogenic
mushrooms in Huehuetenango but have not yet been able to verify
this. I have also had reports that Stropharia cubensis can be
found in Colombia in the Cali area.

Best wishes for a happy Spring.

Sincerely yours,

RICHARD M. ROSE

r)i_gitizeu

J



PEABODY MUSEUM

OF
ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY
HAaRVARD UNIVERSITY cABLE ApDREss: PEAMUSE
CAMBRIDGE, MassacHUSETTS 02138 U.S.A. CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

February 4, 1971

Dr. Bernard Lowy

Dept. of Botany & Plant Pathology
Louisiana State University

Baton Rouge, La. 7080%

Dear Professor Lowy:

I first heard your name and of your interest in the mushroom
stones and hallucinogenic mushrooms of Mexico and Guatemala
from Ed Shook with whom I am presently working on the lMonte
Alto project in Guatemala. As a matter of fact, I was in
Guatemala when you visited in 1970 and was disappointed we did
not meet at that time.

I am a Ph.D. candidate in Archaeology at Harvard University. UMy
dissertation will be on the Mushroom Stones of Middle America.
In addition to studying the known mushroom stones and related
artifacts within their archaeological context I will attempt to
prove my thesis that psychoactive mushrooms were used by the
Ancient Maya of Guatemala and southern Mexico.

I am in possession of the mushroom stone photographs and complete
notes left by Stephen Borhegyi. I hope to review and refine
Borhegyi's data in addition to considering the ethmohistoric,
ethnographic and botanical data on the ancient and contemporary
Maya. Professors Gordon R. Willey, Evon Z. Vogt and Lee A. Parsons
comprise my thesis committee. I feel this is an ambitious project —
some aspects of which I am not too qualified to undertake in that

I am not a mycologist. I will be returning to Guatemala late

Summer or early Autumn for my research in the field.

I am, of course, curious about your work in Guatemala. There are
so many questions I would like to ask you but find them difficult
to phrase considering my ignorance of your work. I hope that

we can be of help to one another. I would enjoy hearing from
you at your earliest convenience. Until then, I am,

Sincerely yours,
Richard M. Rose 0

P.S. I have seen your photo of the pregnant woman mushroon stone

It is quite fascinating. Reminds me of the Middle to T
classic potbellied figures of highland Guatemals.

Late Pre-
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Other Cultivated Food Crops

Other native Middle American plants cultivated by the Zinacantecos
include chilies and chayotes. The chilies are planted in both highlands and
lowlands. The most important of the many varieties are BAK ?ICH (which
is green, but turns red), SAKIL ?IcH (which is white and short), and pun
2uT ?1cH (which is white and long). Besides salt, chilies are the most impor-
tant condiment for dishes of beans, squash, and meat.

Chayotes (ca’'uM TE?) are grown in mats with their long vines climbing
over woodwork lattices especially constructed for them in the highland
house compounds. They are ripe in late October and are eaten boiled.
Zinacantecos also cultivate and eat cabbages and potatoes in the highland
hamlets. The hamlets at lower elevations also cultivate coffee, avocado,
and banana trees. r

Although the Zinacantecos have not taken up the growing of cereal crops
such as wheat, as have some of their Indian neighbors (for example, in
Huistdn, Amatenango, and Aguacatenango), they have enthusiastically
started apples, pears, quince, and especially peaches, and occasionally figs,
plums, and passion fruit, and many house compounds now possess one or
more fruit trees. Most of the fruit is eaten ripe, but some is sold in the
market.

Hunting and Gathering

Hunting animals for food is currently unimportant for the Zinacanteco
diet. An occasional rabbit is shot, and hunters from the hamlets close to
the lowlands bring back deer from time to time. But the Chiapas highlands
have been populated so densely for such a long period that almost all forms
of edible mammals have long since been hunted off. However, rats, mice,
and doves are caught in traps. ?

On the other hand, there is relatively full exploitation of edible wild
plants, insects of various types, snails, and iguanas. While working in the =
lowlands, men chew on the stems of a purple flowery plant (VALAPOHOV)
to quench thirst, and they season their beans with KULANTU (coriander)-

In the highlands various types of greens are collected by the women and
cooked for meals, including NAPUSH, BOTIL NICHIM, and ?UNEN MU. At least
sixteen types of mushrooms have Tzotzil names and are collecte od,
the most common being CHECHEV, YUY, and MONI”. One type (YISIM CHIH)
closely resembles a poisonous variety of mushroom and extreme care must .-
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died from eating the poisonous species. The mushrooms are eaten either
. ro'_g_s_ted on the coals or boiled.

The most commonly eaten insect is the larvae (MuMm) of a wasp found
under the ground. The mud “case” is heated by the fire until the larvae
ooze out. Two types of snails are collected—large, black land snails (TONTOB),
which are not considered very good eating, and small snails (pUY) that live
in the lowland rivers and are considered a delicacy. Another lowland
delicacy is the iguana (?INATAB), whose meat is sometimes substituted
for the chicken required in ceremonies for the lowland maize fields. Fi-
nally, like their Maya ancestors, Zinacantecos are fond of honey (?AHA-POM)
from wild' bees (cHANUL pom) which they collect mostly in December and

January.

Domesticated Animals

If the ancestors of the Zinacantecos had domesticated animals or fowl
in pre-Columbian times, they must have had only dogs and turkeys. Most
Zinacanteco houses still have one or more dogs, and there are a few turkeys
(Figure 20). But much more important now are the domesticated animals
which came with the Spanish: chickens, pigs, cows, sheep, horses, and
mules.

Almost all Zinacanteco households maintain a flock of about a dozen
chickens (KASHLAN) that are owned and tended by the women. These are
red, white, or black, but the favored color is black, since only black chickens
can be used in curing ceremonies. Some families have coops for the chickens,
others keep them inside the house, but most chickens roost in trees in the
house compound. They lay their eggs in old pots kept partly filled with
grass at the edge of the house, under the overhang of the roof. The women
feed them, mainly on maize kernels, twice a day.

Chickens are killed by pulling the head loose from, but not off, the neck.
The feathers are plucked after the chicken has been dipped in hot water.
The entrails are removed with a knife, and the chicken is cut into pieces
and boiled. Although ordinarily served in a broth with chile, the pieces of
chicken are served cold with tortillas when the Zinacantecos are on pil-
grimages to their mountaintop shrines. (These crucial functions of the
chicken in the ceremonial life of Zinacantan lead me to suspect that the
chicken has replaced the aboriginal turkey which was probably once used
in a comparable manner.)

Pigs are a minor item in the economy of Zinacantan. In fact, most pork
consumed is purchased in the market in San Cristébal. The one or two pigs
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AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA - 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

February 12, 1971

Dear Mr. Rose:

The chief purpose of my travels and study in Latin America
continues to be mycological research. But in recent years i have rather
broadly defined this to include my interest in the mycophagic habits
and folklore of indigenous populations and to some extent of linguistics
insofar as it relates to the fungi. My knowledge in these areas is ex-
tremely limited but T am trying to build a greater competmence with each
visit. There is certainly no danger of my exhausting the field, even should
I live to be a hundred. But there is a certain urgency in getting ahead
with these problems and I am glad to know that you have chosen to pursue
this much” neglected discipline of ethnomycology. Old customs are dying out
as "civilization" encroaches ever further on folkways. We have everything
to learn from native people and little or nothing to offer them.

I think it would be best if we could meet and talk. T expect to
return to Guatemala this summer but shall probably be spending most of my
time in El Salvador. Perhaps we could arrange to meet in Guatemala. I ten-
tatively plan to leave (for Mexico first) early in June then by stages to
Guatemala and El Salvador. I have no fixed dates for anything yet.

Enclosed are a few still unpublished pfints of mushroom stones
for your personal file. Also, a reptint of a note published in 1968. A
report on some aspects of my Guatemala findings (1970) is in preparation.

Wishing you the best of luck in your work,

Sincerﬁig yours,

«

B. Low
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Karl-Herbert Mayer
Raffaltweg 11
£-8010 GRAZ
Austria

Prof .Bernard Lowy
Louisiana State UYniversity
Department of Plant Pathology
Baton Rouge fouisiana 70803
0 St
Graz, November 17, 1971

Dear Dr. Lowy:

I just came back from a trip to Mexico and found your nice letter of October
5, 1971 and the enclosed paper with your interesting article. I am very grate-
ful for your informations and I am lookiig forward to read your next paper in
Mycologia which is not yet arrived in the library of the University of Graz.
I suppose Mr. Nottebohm misunderstood your information about the Amanita
Muscaria collected or seen around San “Yristobal Las Casas. I understand that the
color print you sent to Mr, Nottebohm was a picture of a mushroom of the species
Amanita caesarea which is not an hallucinogenic species.
I am preparing a paper about the mushroom cult in Mesoamerica because there is
no book existing in the German language. Mostly is written in English, “panish
and french. Unly a few articles have been published on that subject. I am
checking all the literature I can get and I was not able to find anything in
the 3 surviving Maya codices so far. Therefore * am very curious to learn about
your found evidence that a mushroom cult existed in the Maya culture. 1 would
be very glad to hear from you as soon this paper is available that I can order
it.
* spent only 4 weeks in Mexico and because I lacked time and money was not able
to go to Luatemala or El “alvador to see in the Natioinal Museums or private
collections the mushroom representations in stone or clay.
I have seen a few pottery mushrooms in the Yuseo ¥rissell de “rte 4apoteca in
Mitla, VYaxaca and in Tuxtla Gutierrez (BYU-New World Arch.Foundation and Regional
Museum). Mr.Gareth Lowe of the BYU was kind enough to supply a black and white
print of a photograph he made many years ago in the o0ld National Museum in San
Salvador. I suppose because of your mentioning that you are familiar with these
objects. Interesting was the fact that in Salvador are similar mushroom stones
as found in Chiapas.
If you are interested, can send you a copy of Lowe's photograph.
In the Mitla Museum - was surprised to see very tiny mushroom ?! representations,
aboug of one to two cm, which * think are as yet undescribed. Do you know about
thems
L spent a short time in Huautla de Jimenez, met Maria Sabina for a talk, and
because it was the late season for hongos, 1 found with the help of 2 voung
Mazatecos only 2 said hallucinogenic mushrooms growing in the field. I made
color slides of them, but I am not able to name the species. Would it be possible
for you to identify them when 1 send you a slide? I assume they belong t: the
species Psilocybe caerulescens var. mazatecorum. 1l found and collected them around
the mid of “ctober amidst grass, close to a foot path near coffee plantages.
I bought furthermore fresh and dried mushrooms in Huautla and only dried ones
in San Pedro Nexapa, clgse to Apecameca.
I spent only 2 days in an Cristobal de Las Casas and saw in the surrounding
forests many mushrooms, including many £manita Muscarias, but there was no#&
evidence to find that any mushrooms were used in any rituals at all among the
Tzotzil Indians. 1
Fpofessor Lowy, I have to avologize for the delay in writing,you and hope to
get a few lines from you again and when.l receive a letter from you L will
answer you right away because L am.staylng now in Graz. lt was very kind to
send me the paper and such an interesting letter with many informations and I
am therefore very sure that many new facts about the whole mushr om problem will

be found and published in the near future.

Digitiz _ | Doteienitin
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Karl-Herbert Mayer-
Raffaltweg 11
A-8010 GRAZ
Austria, Europe

Dr. B.Lowy
College of Arts and Sciences
Botany and Plant Pathology
| Agricultural Experiment Station
; Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

U‘S.A.
Graz, September 29,1971

§ Dear Dr. Lowy:

Mr. Karl-Heinz Nottebohm, Guatemala City was so kind to give me your
name and address. He informed me, tkat you are investigating the narcotic
fungi of Mexico and that you took pictures of his own "mushroom" stones
and furthermore, that you sent him last year a color photograph of
hallucinogenic mushrooms (amanita caesaria?) in Chiapas, Mexico.

At the moment I am preparing a paper on hallucinegenic mushrooms of
Mexico and the possible archaeologal proofs of them like the so-called
"mushroom"-stones and the pottery "mushrooms" of Mesoamerica.

I am familiar with a lot of works done by R.G.Wasson, R.Heim, St.F. de
Borhegyi, R.Ravicz, Schultes, P.Furst, T.Herrera, M.Zenteno, etc....

It would be interesting for me, if you have already published something
on this problem and where I could obtain it.

Especially I am very curious of your findings in San Cristobal de Las
Casas, Chiapas. The reported- fungi were until now mostly beloging to
Psilocybe, Stropharia and only, as far as I know, Pablo Reko assumed,
that an Amanita was used in Mexico once.

I hope that you could give me a short information and thank you in
advance for your kind help. '

Yours very truly,

N ° Rty
| ;L&A 4L ! AL1U11




LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

October 5, 1971

Mr. Karl-Herbert Mayer
Raffaltweg 11

A-8010 Graz

Austria

Dear Mr. Mayer:

In the summer of 1970, Mr. Nottebohm was kind enough to allow
me to photograph his collection of mushroom stones and since that time T
have seen and photographed many others in private collections and museums
in Guatemala and El1 Salvador. It is true that I sent a color print of Amanita
caesaria to Mr. Nottebohm, but of course this is not a hallucinogenic species
(as you undoubtedly know) but an eminently edible one. I am sure that you
must be referring to Amanita muscaria (Fliegenpilz) which has hallucinogenic
properties, but which to my knowledge has not been used in recent times in the
Americas in the way that Psilocybe spp. are presently used in some parts of
Oaxaca. Enclosed is a reprint of a paper in which I comment on the problem
of mushroom stones and give a brief account of my personal experience with
the hallucinogenic Psilocybe caerulescens var mazatecorum in Huautla de Jiménez
in the summer of 1969.

There is a paper now in press in Mycologia in which I offer some
further observations on mushroom stones. This is scheduled to appear in the
September-October issue of the journal. In this paper I have included my photo-
graph of one of Mr. Nottebohm's mushroom stones which has as its effigy a fig-
ure which I interpret as that of a human pregnancy. Consequently, fertility is
also associated with mushroom stones for the first time.

I believe it is no longer justifiable to refer to these artifacts
as "so-called" mushroom stones, because there is now sufficient evidence, in
my judgement, to make such a statement without qualification. Some of this evidence
is briefly reviewed in the enclosed paper. One of the most extraordinary mush-
room stones that I have seen (in photo only) is in the Nottebohm collection,
but unluckily it was on loan at the time that I photographed the others. I des-
tribe it in the enclosed reprint but you will find an excellent photograph of
it in "Arts Mayas du Guatemala', Paris, 1968, figure 53. There is also a German
edition of this work. The effigy on this stone is of an individual who is un-
mistakably hallucinating. I believe that this extremely provoactive figure
cannot be misinterpreted. T am pursuing still another line of evidence (also
mentioned in passing in the enclosed paper) which T think will show that a
mushroom cult existed among the Maya. I have carefully avoided making such a
positive statement in print, but after further study of the Maya Codices, T
believe that I have found the evidence to show that such a cult in all proba-

bility existed. I am now pregaying ¢this paper for publication.
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Concerning the pottery mushrooms that Borhegyi (1963) has described,
I have no doubt about the interpretation of at least one such artifact
which is in the Wasson collection (see my reprint). I have also seen
these objects in El Salvador (as yet undescribed) and in Mexico.

I am not sure that I have correctly understood your reference to my
work in Chiapas (including San Cristobal de Las Casas). I have never implied
that Amanita muscaria is used there or anywhere else in Mexico or the Americas
today as part of a hallucinogenic mushroom cult. To my knowledge, only species
of Psilocybe are so used (0axaca). I have, however, often collected Amanita
muscaria in Mexico and in Guatemala.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

2L

Bernard Lyhy
Professoy of Botany
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San Sulvmlor.
BINSal¥adory ©: A 26 August 1971

Dear Dr. Lowy —-—

Just a note to accompany this slide
of yours which I found mixed up with mine. Trust its
lost hadn't caused you too much anxiety.

Mushroom stones and pots continue
to appear slowly here, but I've seen nothing unusual about
recently found examples. Think your range is yet complete.

Trust the remainder of your trip
was pleasant and you find Baton Rouge less humid than usual.

All best and




LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL ANMD MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

30-VIII-1971

Dear Dr. Boggs:

Many thanks for your kindness in returning the slide of my
favorite curandera, Marfa Sabina. For a brief interval she was the most
important person in my life. The enclosed paper tells part of the story.

The generous hospitality that you and your wife offered me while
I was in San Salvador helped make my trip really memorable.

I have not yet made prints of my slides but when I do I'll send
you a few examplesAthe mushroom stone types that I have come across, just
for your record.

Los afectuosos saludos a Vd y su simpatiqufsima esposa

de su amigo

100th YEAR

1869-70 196970

BATON, ROUGE



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA - 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

30-VIII-1971

Estimado Sr. Vilanova:

Hace poco que regresé a la universidad, después de pasar
otra vez por Guatemala y México. En Guatemala conseguf fotos de algunos
hongos de piedra que se encuentra en una coleccién particular y también
datos interesantes sobre un c6dice Maya, que no tenfa antes.

Recuerdo con muchfsimo placer la tarde que pasé en su
casa con Vd. y su amable esposa.
Reciban Vds. los cordiales saludos de su amigo

A4

B. Low

Incluyo con esto algunos fotos que saqué en su notable jardfin.

Se- Tinnld Vi POy # 19-
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE « LOUISIANA . 70803
College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

February 23, 1972

Dear Dr. Boggs:

What is new on the mushroom stone front ? Have any
lately come to your attention associated with burial sites ? I
don't know whether you already have all the enclosed examples, but
I am sending them in case you might be interested anyway. I hope
that you received a reprint on mushroom stones sent to you some
time ago.

I am getting ready to go on sabbatical leave for about
6 months. I have a Fulbright for teaching and research in Peru and
hope to get into the Amazonian region of Ecuador as well.

With kindest regards,

Un abrazo cordial de

A.



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

409 SOCIAL SCIENCES BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 16802

College of the Liberal Arts January 3, 1972 Area Code 814
Department of Anthropology 865-2509
Dr. B. L‘Uwy

Mycological Herbarium
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, la. 70803

Dear Dr., Lowy:

Thank you for the reprint of your article on mushroom stones.
I found it very informative, Do you have any reprints dealing
with the ethnographic evidence for a mushroom cult in the
Highlands of Guatemala? The one thing that disturbs me is the
virtual absence of mushroom stones at Kaminaljuyu. From

your article I get the impression that only about six have
definitely been identified as having come from Kaminal juyu.
When you consider that we have excavated approximately 18
mounds and have opened up 550 settlement test trenchs randomly
distributed over the site and have come up with really only
one mushroom stone it is very puzzling. My impression is that
the majority of specimens are coming from minor eivic centers
and/or rural settlements,

I am inclined to agree with your interpretation of the function
of the mushroom stones, but their distribution is a mystery that
needs to be solved,

Good luck in your future investigations.

All the best, q
le »

Jéseph W, Michels
Associate Proffessor

gitized by




Bithe Antversity

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 29 December 1971 POSTAL CODE 277086
AND ANTHROPOLOGY .
GM Duke Station

Dear Dr. Lowy,

Cordial thanks for your offprints
on ethnomycology and mmshroom stones!

As the enclosure indicates, I think
your Figure 6 on page 989 of the latter is a
stunning confirmation of Michael Coe's article,
"The Shadow of the Olmecs", HORIZON, 13 #L (Autumn
1971) 64-75, pp. T3-Th, in which he conjectures
that toad bones in Olmec remains may indicate use
of bufotenin: "We are now looking into the
possibility that the Olmecs used them for a
hallucinogenic substance called bufotenine, which
is one of the active ingredients of the poison
[in toad skins]."

Sincerely yours,

7 ”)

Weston La Barre

James B. Duke Professor
of Anthropology

Digitized by the H tai ntati
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12 CALLE 4-80, ZONA 1 p . TELEFONO
GUATEMALA CITY 20278

December 14th, 1371

prof,Bernard Lowy :
Louisiana State University

Baton Rouge, La.

- Dear Profesor Lowy:

Kindly excuse the delay I have had in answering your letter of Nov,
25th, Last, Due to the coming holidays I had had extra work at the
shop, plus g number of personal things I have had to attend to,

I am delighted to be of any service to you in obtaining the Villa-
corta books you so much desire, .Upon receipt of your letter I visi-
ted Mr, Donat and, ofcourse not mentioning it was for you, I ingui-
red about the Codices Mayas as a gift I wanted for a friend at Xmas,
He has sold the Codices — or so he said - for $30.,00. He has the
Arqueologia Guatemalteca by the same author, which is evidently tThe
one you purchased, for $15.,00, and not =z cent less, I have tried
elsewhere since, but unsuccessfully. However, I am not going to
give up and promise you that I shall inguire with friends and at
different local places where I could purchasée the Cédices Mayas,
Perhaps the Tipografia Nacional can give me a clue, or even be able
to sell a forgotten copy (wishful thinking) I can unot promise you
I shall be able to succeed or be able to do much before the holidays
but will gladly continue the search,

I am looking forward to receiving yoéur illustrated paper on the mush-
room stones., The color print you sent me .of the monkey.effigy here
at the shop was greatly admired by my partner - Mr. Horton - who
toek it with him after leaving Guatemala lLast Oct; he was here for

a short visit and may have to go back to Africa with Texaco again,

All my best wishes to you for the coming holidays.

o

S ely yours,

E. L, de Aldama

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE « LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

December 71971

Dear Sra. de Aldana:

T have just received your gracious letter and very much
appreciate your kindness in making the inquiry for me about Villacorta's
"Cédices Mayas". It is, by the way, a single volume and includes draw-
ings of the 3 Maya codices.

T have also just received the reprints of my paper on mushroom
stones a copy of which is enclosed with my thanks. Although it has just
appeared in print, it has been in press for about 8 months, which is about
par as far as waiting time is concerned in most professional journals today.

Should you come across a copy of the "C6dices' at any time,
T would be happy to hear about it.

Please accept my best wishes for the holiday season and
for your happiness in the new year.

Cordially yours,

et

‘Bernazd-Lo e
Professor off)Botany
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

_ AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA - 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

August 27, 1971

Dr. James Rauh

Department of Anthropology
Smithsonian Institution
Washington, D.C.

Dear Dr. Rauh:

During our brief telephone conversation in New Orleans in November,
1970, I spoke of a Maya codex that I had seen in Guatemala and I believe T
sent you a kodachrome duplicate of part of it. My photographs at that time
were not detailed enough for careful study, but I now have another set which
I took recently in Guatemala. The enclosed print is an example.

I have spent considerable time in tracing the origin of this docu-
ment and have found that it has its counterpart in the Madrid Codex. The en-
closed print corresponds closely except for some details, including the glyphs,
with page LIb of the Madrid from which I presume it might have been copied.

The enclosed frame of the Galindo codex (which I have named for the
present owner) is of special interest to me, quite apart from the fact that a

very similar one exists in the Madrid. Examination will show that the person-

age standing at the right is holding a conspicuous object the interpretation ‘
of which, as well as I can determine, is in doubt. Forstemann and Villacorta
after him, identify this as a rattle ('sonaja'") or as a calendar wheel. T believe,
however, there is a good possibility that this could be a sacred mushroom. The
evidence from mushroom stones leaves little doubt that mushrooms played some role
in the lives of the Maya. How important this role was is a question that has not

been satisfactorily answered. If I have correctly interpreted this panel as a

sacred mushroom offering (the same object appears also in XXVa, XXVIa, XXVIIa

and XXVIIIa of the Dresdensis) this would be quite compatible with what we al-

ready know about the mushroomic inclinations of the Aztecs as well. The Madrid

plate XCVb is I think particularly provocative, since directly above the mushroom

cap is the glyph "cimi'", for death, here associated intimately with the hallucino-

gernic mushroom itself. The irregularities on the surface of the jcap may be a re-
presentation of the large, irregular scales found on the cap surface of Amanita

muscaria. ‘

of the 24 paintings (on both sides of 12 panels) in the Galindo codex,
I have traced 23 of them to the Madrid, a few of them occuﬂing in the same
sequence. Many of them also have identical glyphs but there are some variations.

Sincerely yours,

|0OOth YEAR
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3. ¥

Hace poco fieqpbkﬁue'feéfeﬁé'ﬁf}a}universidad de mi viaje a
Guatemala y estoy actualmente trabajando con Jos datos que conseguf sobre
el asunto de los hongos de piedra que estudié en varias partes de su pafs,

Recuerdo con mucho placer mi visita a su casa donde Vd. tenfa :
la bondad de mostrarme algunas de sus valiosas colecciones, incluso el cédice
interesantfsimo en su posesibén. En cuanto a este, me fijé que en una de las
l4minas habfa la pintura de un hombre agarrando un hongo gigantesco en la mano
y es evidente que esté ofreciéndolo al personaje (muy posiblemente un Bacer=
dote) quien estd en frente de 1. Lamentablemente mi foto @® salib mostrando
poco detalle (en otro viaje me gustarfa tener su permiso sacarlo otra vez con
otro aparato) pero de todos modos se ve las figuras en la copis que estd in-
cdtido en el sobre. Me gustarfa pedirle otro favor. No tiene Vd. algunos
otros datos especfficos sobre el orfgen del cbédice ? Quiero decir, 8i Vd. sabe
por casualidad, la fecha aproximada cuando entr6 el cédice en la posesifn de
su familia ? '

La representacibn®de los hongos en algunos otros c6dices estd con-
ocido pero se encuentra con poca frecuencia. En mi opinidén es otra prueba que
algunas especies de hongos tenfan bastante importancia en la vida de los Maya -
y no solo como artfculo comestible = (que seguramente también conocieron) mas
relacionado en toda probabilidad con la religidn de la gente.

Le agradecerfa mucho por cualquier otro informe que Vd. pueda
darme en cuanto a la historia del c8dick mismo,

Reeiba vd, los afectuosos saludos de su amigo

Bernard Lowy
Profesor de Boténica

R TR0 @ PR 5 i ’ D 3
ed by the Hunt Institute forBotanical Documentation
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FERNANDO J. RECINOS G.
11 avenida A’ 7-52, zona 1
Guatemala, C. A.

Digitize
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Guatemala 3 de Mgyo de 1971

Doctor Bernard Lowy
Louisiang State University

Estimado Doctor Lowy :
. Por este medio tengo el gusto de saludarlo, desiando
su buena conservacion.

Fue on mi poder su atenta cartita de fecha 9 de abril y entera-
do de ella vuelbe & escribirle con respecto al codice quiero
mo diga Ud, el precio que paga por el, pues yo no se cuanto

le pidio mi Tio por el codice, como le lindique en mi carta
anterior que me urge venderlo por esa razon quiero que me diga
Ud. cuanto me da por el

Sin otra cosa mas por el momento y en espera de sus
gratas ordene me suseribo :u afectisimo servidor y amigo,

v the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

ety




DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

13 de Mayo de 1971

Estimado Sr. Recinos:

Recién llegd su amable carta y quiero escribirle sin demora,
porque al fin de este mes pienso ya en comenzar mi viaje a México y a
Guatemala para seguir mis estudios. Como he hecho en aflos anteriores,
voy a colectar especfmenes de hongos para mi estudio taxondmico, y segin
mis expectaciones estar€ en Guatemala mds o menos a mediados de Junio o
posiblemente un poquito antes. Hagame el favor de entregarme su nimero
de teldfono para facilitar nuestro encuentro.

Su tfo me sugiriJ el precio de mil dolares para el cgdice,
pero como le expliqu€ a €1, es una cantidad completamente afuera de mis
posibilidades. Claro que no recibf{ respuesta a mi carta porque sin duda
llng en el momento cuando su t#0 se enfermd. Para ser realista, puedo
ofrecerle el sumo de $350. Creo francamente que serfa dififcil encontrar
con una persona quien tendrd bastante interes en el documento a ofrecerle
mds, y muy probablemente mucho menos.

Pues de todos modos, Sr. Recinos, yo quisiera mantener con
Vd. la misma amistosa relacidh que yo tenfa con su tfo y ojalé que Vd.
serfa dispuesto a considerar este, mi sincero ofrecimiento, y platicar
sobre el asunto como amigos debieran hacer.

Reciba Vd, los cordiales saludos de su amigo

A4

B.

'l(,
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CABLES: MAGAMAR - APARTADO POSTAL 182 - 6A. AV.9-49, ZONA 1 - TELEFONO 86-7-38 - GUATEMALA,C.A.

28 de mayo de 1,971

Sefior

Bernard Lowy

Botany Departament
Louisiana State University,
Baton Rouge, Isa. T0803%

Estimado sefior Lowy:

« Acuso recibo de su carta de fecha 2?1 del mes en
Curso. -

Debo de aclararle que el sefior FERNANDO J. RECI-
nos, es persona que recientemente conoc! y no es ningdn -
pariente de este su servidor. Dicho sefior Reecinos en vi-
da mi padre le comisiond para que vendiera dicho Cdédice,
pero obviamente es solamente conmigo con quien se podr#
hacer el negocio.

: Cambié mis planes y ya no llegare a Nueva Orleans,
iré a Europa vfa Miami, de consiguiente lamento no tener 1la
oportunidad de conocerlo.

Espero que su estadia en Guatemala, le sea placen-
tera,

Lo saluda muy corcislmente,

RADIOS - RADIOLAS - WESTINGHOUSE - NIVICO - MITSUBISHI - JULIETTE
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CABLES: MAGAMAR - APARTADO POSTAL 182 - 6A. AV. 9-49, ZONA 1 - TELEFONO 86-7-38 - GUATEMALA,C. A.

17 de mayo de 1,971

Serfior

Bernard Lowy, '

Botany Departament
Louisiana State University,
Baton Rouge, La. 70803

Estimado serfior: ¢ .

Soy hijo de MARIO GALINDO JIMENO a quien usted
probablemente conocid en lo que fué su residencia en --
las cercanfas de las ruinas de Zaculeu, del departamen-
to de Huehuetenango, de esta repdblica.

Mi sefior Padre fallecid en el mes de enero del
corriente afio, dentro de las cosas que mi padre me dejd,
encontré dos cartas que usted le enviara en la que hacia
mencidn a el interés que tenfa de comprar el "CODICE MA-
YA" que mi pap4 le mostré. Fué con base en esas cartas
por las que obviamente supe de su nombre y dirececidn, el
"CODICE" actualmente deseo venderlo, de consiguiente 1le
ruego que indique s8i le interesaria comprarlo. El pre--
cio del mismo es de QUINCEMIL DOLARES ($15,000.00), de
conformidad y si su respuesta fuera favorable, aprovecha
ria que dentro de algunos dias tengo que llegar a los --
Estados Unidos de Norteamerica (a Nueva Orleans), razdn
que aprovecharfa para cambiar impresiones con usted y ce
rrar esta operacidn.

En espera de su pronta respuesta, me

seribo -
de usted muy atentamente. —

RADIOS - RADIOLAS - WESTINGHOUSE - NIVICO - MITSUBISHI - JULIETTE




LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

21 de Mayo de 1971

Sr. Mario R. Galindo M.
Almacén Puerto Libre
Apartado Postal 182- 6A
Av., 9-49, Zona 1
Guatemala, C.A.

Estimado Sr. Galindo:

No quiero esconder de Vd. por razones que voy a indicar, que
la llegada de su carta era una gran sorpresa. Primero quiero expresar
a Vd. mis sinceros sentimientos de pésame en el fallecimiento de su padre.
Como Vd, adiviné correctamente, me encontré con su padre en Zaculeu en Julio
de 1970. En esa ocasibn,a pesar de que &l no me conocid anteriormente, me
recibibé en su casa con la gentileza y amistad que es tan caracteristica de
sus compatriotas. Entre las muchas otras cosas que su padre me mostrd, era
el c6dice, de lo cual saqué fotos que infelizmente salieron mal.

Ahora, tengo que confesar que me encuentro en una situacién
un poco delicado, porque en estos dias estaba comunicando conmigo un primo
suyo, el Sr, Fernando J. Recinos G., quien,también me ofreci6 vender el
mismo documento ! Créame, Sr. Galindo, cuando digo que la cosa mds lejos
de mis pensamientos es meterme en un asunto familiar.

Pues de todos modos, si Vd. estd pensando en llegar a New Orleans
en estos dfas, podrfamos platicar alld si Vd. quiere. Pero puedo por lo
menos sefilalar ahora que el sumo de dinero que Vd. pide para el cé6dice es
totalmente afuera de mis posibilidades. No quiero alargar esta carta porque
creo que serfa mucho mejor hablar juntos tranquilamente. De todos modos, me
gustarfa saludarle si Vd. llega a New Orleans. Hagame el favor de decirme
cuando estard Vd. aqui. Por casualidad, yo tengo un proyecto de estudios
bot4nicos este verano en su pafs otra vez y también en El Salvador, y pienso
en llegar aGuatemala mds o menos a mediados de Junio. Si Vd. prefiere, pod-
riamos encontrarnos en su pafs o aqufi o los dos. Pero salgo de la universidad
el 4 de Junio para comenzar mi viaje, asi que aviseme por Tavor, cuales son
sus planes. ;

.

Bernard v
Profesor gde Bot&nica

Reciba Vd. los cordiales saludos de

|OOth YEAR
1869-70 agjff?o : ‘r;
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FERNANDO J. RECINOS G.
11 avenida "’A' 7-52, zona |
Guatemala, C. A.

Guatemala 5 de Abril de 1971

Doctor Bernard Lowy
Louisiana State University

Apreciable Doctor Lowy :

Por la presente me doy el mayor gusto de saludarlo, desiando
su buena conservacion y bien estar personalls

Fue en mi poder su atenta carta de fecha 30 de Marzo
v me alegra mucho la noticia al saver que Ud, viene a esta en ol
mes de Junio, pues ya sabe que aqui lo espero con los brasos
abiertos, Doctor despues de todo quiero indicarle lo siguiente
con respecto al cbdice pueSme urge venderlo por esa razon vaelbo
a molestar su fina atension, quiero me diga si Ud, lo compra pues
se lo doy en un precie bastante favorable a Ud. y si no para ver
que por su medio yo pueda venderlo, le dire la verdad Doctor que
nesesito dinero pues puede Ud. hacerme una oferta por elk

Bueno Doctor me despido de Ud, y en espera de sus :
aprecisbles ordenes me suseribo su afectisimo servidor y amlgol

% Recinos G

Digitized by the Hr 1stitute for Botanical Documentation ‘



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEFARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

9 de Abril de 1971 %

Sr. Fernando J. Recinos G.
11 Avenida "A'" 7-52, Zona 1
Guatemala, C.A.

Estimado Sr. Recinos:

Muchas gracias por su atenta carta. El afio pasado, en
correspondencia con su tfo, le expliqué a él que mi interés en el
cédice tiene que hacer con el estudio y llamé su atencibn a una de
las figuras pintadas en una de las l4minas, que muestra una persona
agarrando en las manos un hongo - o por lo menos un objeto que a mis
ojos es parecido a un hongo grande. Claro, esa figura tenia para mi -
como bot4nico y micbélogo - un interés especial. Pero yo ni pensé en
la posibilidad de comprar el documento antes que el Sr. Galindo me lo

ofrecid.

Como dije en mi carta del 16 de Diciembre, tengo todavia
un interds en el cb6dice, por las razones que ya indiqué, pero la ver-
dad es que mis recursos de ninguna manera alcanzan para comprarlo al
precio que sugerib6 su buen tfo. Lamentablemente, como casi todos de
mi profesibén, tengo recursos bastante modestos. Asf que si Vd. seria
dispuesto, Sr. Recinos, a considerar un precio mucho mds conforme a
mis capacidades, yo con placer querrfa pensar en su ofrecimiento. Ojala
que con buena voluntad podriamos llegar a una determinacién completa-

mente aceptable a los dos.

Reciba Vd. los cordiales saludos de su amigo,

B4

Bernard Lo




FERNANDO J. RECINOS G.
11 avenida "’A’’ 7-52, zona |
Guatemala, C. A.

Guatemala 26 de Marzo de 1971

Serior

Bernard Lowy

Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge La. 70803

Estimado Sefior Lowy:
Por la presente me doy el gusto de saludarlo, & un no tengo
ol mayor gusto de conoserlo personalmente, pero por referen-
clas de mi tio Mario quilen fallecio el diag 2R #Am 5 de este
mes le escribo la presente para comunicarle el fallecimientos
Mi tio me mostro su ultima carta suya de fecha 16 de Diciembre
de 1970 la cual creo que ya ho se la contesto m@tivo a su
enfermedad que le ataco ¥ la cual lo llevo al descanso finall,

Sefior Lowy, @l obgeto de mi presente es para comuni=-
carle lo siguiente como ud. le indicaba a mi Tio Mario que
le interesaba el CODICE MAYA pues le cuento que me quedo a mi
¥ yo con mucho gusto se 1o vendo a si que cuando Ud, dispongs
venir a esta ciudad ya sabe que me tiene a sus ordenes y me
gustaria que ud, se quedara con el, slempre le agradeosere me
indique si todavia tiene interes en el.

Bueno smigo Lowy en espera de sus noticias y teniendo
pronto respuesta suya me suscribo de ud, atento servidor y
amigo.

[adaalad ol L ol ]

J's Recinos Galindo
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

30 de Marzo de 1971

Sr. Fernando J. Recinos G.
11 Avenida "A" 7-52, Zona 1
Guatemala, C.A.

Estimado Sr. Recinos:

Recién llegb6 su carta con las tristes noticias del falleci-
miento de su tfo, el Sr. Mariano Galindo y Jimeno. Lo lamento mucho y
le ruego que reciba Vd. mis sinceros sentimientos de pésame.

A pesar de que llegué a la casa de su tfo en Huehuetenango
sin que &l me conociera, me ,recibi6 con la gentileza y amistad que es tan
caracterfistica de sus compatriotas y me mostr6 la linda colecci6bn de arte-
factos que tenfa alld. Entre las otras cosas me mostr6 el cbdice, de lo
cual, como Vd. ya sabe, saqué dos fotos que infelizmente resultaron inade-
cuados para el estudio. Es efectivamente el estudio del documento que me
interesa mas.

Como Vd. posiblemente no sabe, yo, como botdnico (y no arqueblogo)
estaba en su pafs con el propb6sito de colectar esgecimenes de plantas y setas
para el estudio, como es mi costumbre durante mis viajes a América Latina.
Tengo aparte (como extensi6bn del conocimiento de micologfa) un interés especial
en los objetos conocidos por el nombre de '"hongos de piedra' que se encuentra
en varias partes de su pafs y estudié la amplia coleccibén que estd actualmente
en el Museo Nacional.

En Junio pienso otra vez en viajar a Guatemala para seguir mis
estudios botdnicos y micol6gicos y estaré casi sin falta en la capital tam-
bién. Si Vd. estard en la ciudad mds o menos a mediados de Junio, me gustarfa
mucho encontrarme con Vd. y platicar sobre el asunto del cédice.

Reciba Vd. los cordiales saludos de su amigo

B4

Bernard hAY
Profesor e Botdnica




LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY [ DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

7 de Septiembre de 1971

Sr. Mario Galindo
“Puerto Libre

9a Calle 6-84, Zona 1 : ‘
Guatemala, C.A. _ : y

Estimado Sr. Galindo:

Le mando con esta carta las fotos que saqué del cédice durante mi
visita a su casa el 6 de Junio pasado. Son enumeradas al revés de I a XII
y IR a XIIR, de manera que el nGmero IR corresponde al lado revés de I etc.

Mis importante es que he estudiado cada foto, comparidndola con re-
producciones de los cbédices legitimos que tengo a mano y encontré que su
cédice estd copiado del cbédice Tro-Cortesianus (también conocido por el
nombre de Madrid) el original de lo cual se encuentra actualmente en Madrid.
El cédice Madrid es un documento que consiste en 56 hojas (112 lados) y
después de estudiar cada una de ellas, encontré que de los 24 lados de su
c6dice, 23 de ellos conforman con el Madrid. Solo un lado del suyo es dudoso
pero en toda probabilidad estd copiado también, si no del Madrid entonces de
algdn otro. Incluyo aquf una copia xerox de dos dibujos del c6dice Madrid
que muestran la correspondencia entre él legftimo y el suyo. "A" corresponde
al XI de su c6dice y "B" al XIR.

Ha sido para mi de bastante interés hacer este estudio y ojald que sea
Gtil para Vd. también. A pesar de que su cédice carece de valor como docu-
mento original, es no obstante de interés como copia. Si después de considera
lo y después de consultar con cualquier experto que Vd quiera, si Vd. esté
siempre dispuesto a venderlo, hdgame el favor de avisarme de su decisién.

Reciba Vd. los cordiales saludos de su amigo

10O0th YEAR

S E)
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BATON ROUGE
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CABLES: MAGAMAR - APARTADO POSTAL 182 - 6A. AV. 9-49, ZONA 1 - TELEFONO 86-7-38 - GUATEMALA, C. A.

14 de septiembre de 1,971

Sefior

Bernard Lewy

Betany Departament,
Leuisiana State University,
Baten Rouge, La. 70803

Estimado sefior Lowy:

Acuse recibe de su carta del 7 de les corrien-
tes, le estoy muy agradecide per la fineza que tuve de
mandarme las fotegraffas que correspenden al Cédice que
tenge en mf peder, y de los demds dates cue me dd; les
cuales son muy interesantes. '

En el Yltime pédrrafe de su certa, me pregunta
8i estey dispueste a venderlo, dade el case que ne es
decumente original, mucho le agradeceré me indique si
estd dispueste a comprarle, que oferta me hace; no estéd
demas recordarle que si fuera suténtice estime su valer
seria incalculable, pere si esta cepia es de alta cali-
dad y antigua, calcule el precio del misme en $8,000.00
salve esté equivecade, en ese case con toda franqueza -
hédgamele saber,

Lo saluda muy afectuesamente su amige,

RADIOS - RADIOLAS - WESTINGHOUSE - NIVICO - MITSUBISHI - JULIETTE
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AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

21 de Septiembre de 1971

Sr. Mario R. Galindo M.
Almacén Puerto Libre

Apartado Postal 182- 6A
9-49, Zona 1, Guatemala

Estimado Sr. Galindo:

Tengo a mano su carta del 14 de este mes. En cuanto a su ofre-
cimiento de vender su cbédice, como le comenté a Vd. en nuestra conversacién
en Junio, serfa diffcil calcular el valor del mismo, siendo original. Pero
como copia es otra cosa. Yo no sé exactamente como estimar el valor del do-
cumento, pero tengo la idea que debe ser en la misma manera de calcular el
valor de una copia de una pintursa digamos, de Goya o de cualquier otro pintor
de renombre. Si uno de sus originales vale 100,000, que vale una copia, lo
excelente que sea ? Vd. como negociante estd en mejores condiciones que yo
a calcu_larlo. Pero en cierto sentido, la copia no tuviera ningin valor in-
trin31co solo el valor que la gente estd dispuesto a pagar. Hablando con
toda franqueza pues, el precio de 8000 que Vd. sugiere me parece un poco ex-
agerado. Pero supongo que la mejor manera de determinar su valor es ofrecerlo
a varias personas interesadas y averiguar cuanto estdn dispuesto a pagar. En
este caso me parece pues, que establecer un precio justo puede ser una cosa
bastante caprichosa que dependerfa tanto en la voluntad y capacidad del com-
prador que en el deseo del vendedor a cobrar lo médximo poible. En una palabra,
quiero decir en toda honestidad, que para mi el documento no tendrfa ni la
décima parte del valor de que Vd. sugiere.

Desde mi Gltima carta, después de varias horas méds de trabajo,
encontré el origen del dGltimo dibujo de su cbédice - el Gnico que consideré
como dudoso - y ya determinf que estd también definitivamente copiado del
Cédice Madrid.

Reciba Vd. como siempre, los cordiales saludos de su amigo

3.4,

IOOth _YEAR
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CABLES: MAGAMAR - APARTADO POSTAL 182 - 6A. AV. 9-49, ZONA 1 - TELEFONO 86-7-38 - GUATEMALA,C.A.

13 de enero de 1,972

Seilor

Bernaxrd Lowy,

Louisiana State University,
Baton Rouge-Louisiana, 70803
Departamento de Botanica,
Estados Unidos,

Estimado sefior Lowy:

Le ruego disculpar que hasta ahora conteste su carta
fechada Noviembre 25/71, obedeciéndo a lo ocupado que estuve
para la preparacién de las fiestas navidefias.

El cédice se vendié a unos sefiores de nacionalidad --
Alemana, y no quisieron dar sus nombres, con respecto a sus ==
preguntas, francamente me son diffciles de contestar, él que =
sabfa toda esta historia era mi padre (Q.E.P.D.), & mis manos
llegé por el fallecimiento del mismo, pero no sé més de lo que
le platiqué personalmente.

Le deseo muy felip afio, lo saluda su amigo

- P _--_:"*\
S BTN D)
) Z /3-
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Nebaj, wuiché, 20 de marzo de 197L.-

Sefior Doctor;

Bernard Lowy.

Mycological Herbarium.
Louisiana State. Tniversity.
Baton nouge, La. 70805.

Distinguido Doctor Lowy:

Disclilpeme gue un poco tarde me dirija a usted, pero al
nacerlo, es mi deseo gue junto a su diigna familia disTrute -
de muchf{sima salud.-

Mis alumnos y yo lo recordamos en su rapida permanencia

por este lugar y nos sentimos honrados al recordar la amable
visita que usted hizo a ésta escusla.-

Muchas gracias por los hongos "Siquinché", al respecto -
gquiero manifestarle que he preguntado y de esa misma Cclase =~
hay en un puevlo cercano gue se llama Cotzal. Dicho hongo di-
cen gue es venenoso y recibe el nombrede Richin-Tzé' que quie
re decir: "Oreja de Palo". Hay otros hongos comestibles de -
color café conocido con el nombre de Rok'om y Zaji-Tz4!' de
color café y blanco respectivamente.-

Muchas gracias por el valioso libro acerca de los hongos,
con la ayuda de unos amigos norteamericanos gque residen agui -
iré traduciendo el contenido, es uns obra maravillosa, por lo
me1 OS eSO Creo yo y por 1o mismo la estimaré tanto por el valor
| cient{fico como por haber gido enviada por un investigador que

nunca pensé tener. Los hongos Siquinché, los he mostrado a mis

alumnos, ellos lo recuerdan porgue usted les obsequid unos hon-
gos que trais de Chichicastenango. lenemos nuesuiro lugar de --
Ciencias dentro del aula y allf estarén los hongos de Tikal.-
Qjald exista otra oportunidad de conversar con usted, --
serfa muy importan te.
cufdese Doctor Lowy y por aqui, estoy a sus Srdenes.-

Mo w S

Juan Alfrew Garzona(Jerez.
Prof. wsc. Nac. Varones,
i iebat, WQuiché,. Guatemal
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_Jnnugry 3, 1971

anr Dr. LaBarre:'

Thank you for the information about Dr. Coe's hypothesis concerning
the use by the Olmecs of the hallucinogen bufotenine, found in frog skins.
Since the toad and certain hallucinogenic mushrooms were closely associated
by the Maya, as L have pointed out in my paper, then if Dr. Coe is right about .
the Olmecl,:hea it would seem most likely that the Maya made a similar discovery.'

I have been studying the Maya codices and believe that I have found
in two of them a direct and most striking confirmation of the hypothesis that
sacred mushrooms (probably Amanita muscaria, for reasons that I have indicated)
did indeed play an important role in the hieratic cult of the Maya. '

it Enclosed are copies of two papers, one of which, "Mushroom symbolism

in Maya codices,'is nmow in press in '"Mycologia." The other, "A newly discovered
copy of a Maya codex," I have submitted to Dr. Edwin N, Wilmsen, editor of

. "American Antiquiyy," for his consideration, but he has not yet informed me
vhether or not he will accept it for publication, The Galindo Codex, heretofore
unknown, has its counterparts in the Madrid, a matter I believe is worthy of
calling to the attention of scholars. I have also enclosed a color print (it
is poorly copied in fig. 2 of the "Mycologia" paper) of Galindo XI (=Madrid 51b).
This will be reproduced in black and white in the journal, Quite apart from my
interpretations of specific illustrations én the Madrid, Dresden and Galindo
codices, the Galindo itself may be of sufficient interest to warrant its pub-
lication in color, but I do not know of a journal that would be willing to
tndertake the expense of such a project.

Sincerely yours,

Bernard Lowy
Professor of Botany

)R Tl . (ot s 1. M | % i | i sy AL DA 0y et AR sl T DU % 2
Digitized by the Huntdnstitute for Botanical Documentation
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Dec. 19 o

necordado voctor LOWY:
LO saludo con mucha zemiracién y le deseo
muchas felicidades.-

wuiero contarie que fui informado que en
el lugar de mi patria llamado "ixcén" (lshcén)

cerca de Nebaj hasta donde usted llegd a so -
portar un dfa de intenso frio, hay lo que us-
ted llama "u08 nongos de piedra’,

Dxcén es del municipio de Chajul, siem —
pre en nl Wuiché.-

Los indfgenas de esta regidn identifican

a los hongos VENENUSOS y a los o0 VENENOSOS -
por algunas caracteristicas o circunatanéiaa:
l.-u08 hongos que en el tallo tienen una espe-

Cie de tela, SUN ALlmMunllCluS, los que no -
poseen esa tela son VENENUSUS.=

2,~Lgmbién los identifican en comestibles o no

comestibles, seglin la clase de vegetacidn -
en donde los hongos crecen.-

vontinuaré investigando y gustosamen.e 1le
transmitiré por éste mismo medio el resul ta
€0, y esto seréd un gusto para mi.-

vufdese voctor.-

Juan Garzona.-
Proks  Efeveln  [RomnciA- URiEAA—

Digitized by tM€'¥uthu ettt fGTeBAvati%al Documentation
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

4 de Enero de 1971

‘ ‘Estimado Profesor Garzona:

: . Muchas gracias por su amable carta con los datos interesantes
sobre las creencias de la gente indfgena en cuanto a los hongos comestibles y

" yenenosos. En Junio del afio pasado, durante mi visita al Petén, en los alrede-
dores de Flores como en Tikal, averigué que la gente clasificaron los hongos
precisamente en la manera que Vd. indica, segdn la clase de vegetacién en donde
crece. En Tikal, el hongo comestible que parece mis conocido, se llama por el
nombre local de "siquinché", que segGn mi identificacibn es Schizophyllum commune,
un pequefio ejemplar de lo cual estd incluido con esta carta. Lo interesante para
mi es que seghn las creencias folkl6ricas, la propiedad de un hongo (que sea
comestible o venenosod) no reside en el hongo mismo mas en el palo donde crece.

Por 'ejemplo, una sefiora en Tikal me dijo que solo los hongos que crecen en los
palos que se llama ""jobo" o''chac4" deben ser comestibles. Tengo ya un pequefio
vocabulario (que me interesa mucho en alargar) en "lengua" (el término que mucha
gente usa para indicar su idioma indfgena que sea Tzotzil, Tzeltal etc.) que per-

' tenece a los hongos en distintas partes de su pais. Como,ejemplar, el hongo ven-
enoso (sagrado para los HindGes) que dejé con Vd.antes qﬁe salir de Nebaj (Amanita
muscaria)se conoceh acerca de Totonicapin con el nombre de "shtantilok" o "shtanta-
lok' que en "lengua' (Tzotzil ?) quiere decir "relampagd: segn mis datos. Posible-
mente tiene otros nombres comunes también.

Le mando con esto una copia de un papel que recién escribf y que es
todavfa inédito, sobre los hongos de piedra de su pafs. Lo escribf en espafiol por-
que pienso en ofrecerlo a una revista Latinoamericana. Tal vez serfa de interés
a Vd. a pesar de que es todavia en forma incompleta. Las fotos son de hongos de
piedra que pertenecen a la coleccibn personal de la familia Nottebohm de la capital.

~ Aparte le voy a mandar un libro ilustrado con muchos fotos de hongos (pero escrito
5 énglés por un colega mfo)que posiblemente le puede servir no tanto por la iden-
tificacién de los hongos de su regioh(porque muchos de alld son distintos y no se les
encuentra en un solo libro) que una intrpduccién al morfologfa de algunos hongos 5
macroscbpicos.

Le saluda cordialmente su amigo

2

B. Low

_ ‘ |OOth YEAR Hus HAsom, %/NI}‘?/Z!I F% G-_u:pf'
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AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE : LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

6 de Octubre de 1970

Estimado Sr. Galindo:

Recidn recibf su amable carta en la cual Vd. refiere a
su interés en vender algunas dé sus numeros@s artifactos de la época
de los Mayas. Como Vd. ya sabe, a mi me interesa mids el cb6dice que
vd. tuvo la bondad de mostrarme en la ocasién de mi visita a su casa.

Le agradeceria mucho si Vd. podrfa avisarme de lo que
Vd. considera un precio razonable y justo para ese documento. Le
ruego que considerase Vd. que yo no soy un hombre de negocios, mas
que mi dGnico interés siempre ha sido en la ensefianza y en los estu-
dios y en consecuencia mis recursos son limitados, como los de la
gran mayorfa de personas de mi profesion.
Sin mds por el momento, reciba Vd. los afectuosos

saludos de su amigo

Bernard Lowy

Botany Department
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, La. 70803

10Oth YEAR

3.2 (&G
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

4 de Noviembre de 1970

Estimado Sr. Galindo:

DiscGlpeme que no he contestado hasta ahora su amable carta
pero es porque yo estaba tan ocupado con mis deberes en la universidad
que no podia escribirle antes.

Como le he explicado en mi carta anterior, mi interés en el
c6dice es grande pero mis recursos son pequerios. A pesar de que Vd. me
lo ofrece a un precio que seguramente a Vd. parece bajo, no obstante es
para mi una cantidad alta. De todos modos, antes que seguir mids adelante
con este asunto, me gustarfa pedirle otro favor importante. Esto es, si
sea posible, que Vd. contftara a un fotégrafo profesional en la ciudad
quien pueda sacar fotos detallados y buenos de varias secciBnes del cé6-
dice (incluso la parte que muestro en ¢la foto que le mando con esta car-
ta) en blanco y negro y en tamafio grande. Serfa un gasto pequefio que de
todos modos yo insistarfa en pagar y tendrfa la ventaja de permitir un
estudio definitivo del c6dice. Lamentablemente mis fotos son indtiles en
este sentido. Si Vd. sea tan amable pues, de hacer esto y mandarme las
copias lo mds pronto posible, le agradeceria muchfsimo su atencién.

Lamento molestarle con este pedido, pero creo francamente
que es necesario proceder en esta manera. 0jald que no sea para Vd. una
inconveniencia insuperable.

Reciba Vd. comg siempre los afectuosos saludos de su amigo

7

Bernard Lpwy

Botany Department

Louisiana State Univ.
) Baton Rouge, La.70803
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA - 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEFARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

October 7, 1970

Dr. Tatiana Proskouriakoff

Peabody Museum of Archeology and Ethnology
Harvard University

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Proskouriakoff:

For the past decade or more, I have been carrying out extensive
field work throughout the American tropics, both in Central and South Amer-
ica, in connection with my special interest in fungi. Since the first publi-
cations on mushroom stones by the late Dr. Stephan Borhegyi (beginning in
1957) and after some initial encouragement from him, I was attracted to this
problem and have collected data concerning it whenever the opportunity has
presented itself.

This summer, while gathering additional information on these
artifacts and on related ethnobotanical questions in various parts of Guate-
mala, I was shown a codex which is an heirloom owned by a gentleman in Hue-*
huetenango. From my conversation with this individual, I have every reason
to believe his trustworthiness and I do not doubt that the document is genu-
ine. I photographed it and have enclosed a print of a part 6f the codex. T
was struck by a detail on one of the panels (beneath the notch in the print)
in which an individual is shown holding with both hands what appears to be a
large mushroom which he is offering to the personage before him. I have seen
mushrooms clearly depicted in other codices (as in fig. 6, p. 24 of the Codex
vidbonensis), but such representations do not appear to be common. Unfortunately,
the print does not show quite as much detail as my original color slide in which
the glyphs can plainly be seen. I am having duplicate slides made and should
you think this merits further study, I will gladly send you a copy. In the
panel that I have marked, the individuals are colored red and the areas that
appear solid black are in the original blue. The background is of a brownish
hue. There are 12 panels in the codex, both surfaces of which bear represen-
tations of human figures, glyphs, etc. The material itself is parchment and
is in an excellent state of preservation.

My interest is principally in the interpretation of the indicated
panel but -should either you or your colleagues wish to study the document as
a whole, I would be glad to give you such additional information concerning it
as I have.

Sincerely yours,

-4

Bernar
Professor of Botany

lOOth YEAR

BATON ROUGE




TATIANA PROSKOURIAKOFF
CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON \ ; MAILING ADDRESS:

PEABODY MUSEUM
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 02138

October 15, 1970

Dr. Bernard Lowy

Louisiana State University
College of Arts snd Sclences,
Agricultural Experiment Station,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803/

Dear Dr. Lowy:

Thank: you fors sending mejar photograoh of the Mays codex
from Huehuetenengo,. I do’‘not! question the Bincerity of the
owner, but in my opinion the chance that thie codex 1s
genuine is very slicht, ~There are no known autherntic
examples of its kind, but a number of falsifications made
many years ago, some purchased in good faith and still &n
existence., I have never made a study of them, and don't know
if thie particular codex is knewn. There ls-slways a possi-
bpility that copies of older gurvivine menuscripts were made
in colonial times on parchment, but I don't know of any
example that doesn't show evidence of being deliberately
concocted from known sources.

Unfortunately your photoszraph is not clear enough to
permit a check of detail, and in any case I wWould not make
a final judement without examining the orisinal, but the
possibility of its being a precolumbien codex seems8 80
remote, that it does not warrant a lengthy and difficult
investization.

I do advise, however, that you consult enother expert,
possibly J.E.S, Thompson or Jeames Rauh (American Museum of
Netursl History, N.Y.). I am confident they would confirm
my Jjudgment, but it 1s always good to have a second opinion.
I am takine the llberty of cshowing your photo to John Glass,
who has made a bibliorraohic index offall natlve picture
manuscripts of Middle America, and I would like to have
your permission to give it to him for his filesa.

Sincerely yours, /

Yo
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October 20, 1970

Dear Dr. Proskouriakoff:

. Many thanks for your kind reply to my earlier letter. I have
of course no competence in judging whether or not the document that I
have called to your attention is genuine. If my informant may be be-
lieved, the codex has been in his family for several generations, at
least, he says, since the time of his bisabuelo. If there exists even
a remote possibility that it is authentic, it would seem to.be at least
potentially a loss to the scholarly world to allow even the slenderest
of leads to go unverified. But I fully realize that this may not be a
simple undertaking.

I greatly appreciate your willingness to have given your opin-
ion. Certainly you may give my print to Mr. Glass for his files. I expect
shortly ‘to have a more satisfactory copy and will foward this to you when
I receive it. You may dispose of it as you see fit. For Mr. Glass's record
I add the following data. I took the photograph on July 3, 1970 in Zaculeu,
Guatemala. The owner of the codex is Sr. José Mariano Galindo y Jimeno,
whose address is Apartado Postal 18, Huehuetenango, Guatemala.

Thank you very much for suggesting the names of J.E.S. Thompson
and James Rauh. Upon your advise, perhaps I shall call this matter to
their attention as well, i

Sincizfly yours,

Bernard Lowy

|
|
|
By g 1OOth YEAR
| _
|
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY
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BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA . 70803
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DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEFARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

December 16, 1970

Dr. Tatiana Proskouriakoff

Peabody Museum of Archeology and Ethnology
Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Proskouriakoff:

After receiving your kind letter in answer to my questions con-
cerning the Guatemalan codex which I photographed last summer, I acted upon
your suggestion and got in touch with James Rauh, who has just completed his
doctoral work at Tulane University. From the print that I gave him, he was
unable to reach any conclusions but I was nevertheless encouraged to pursue
the matter further. Sr. Galindo has offered to sell the document and negocia-
tions are currently in progress.

I have been reading some of your studies on Mayan glyphs and other
related matters and am filled with wonder and admiration for your work.

With many thanks,

Sincerely yours,

.4

Bernard Low

I0OOth YEAR

BATON RQUGE
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Inhaber: Gertrud Harrassowitz, Wilfred Becker, Richard W. Dorn, Felix O. Weigel, Wilfred C. Becker Buchhandlung und Antiquariat

r 7 6200 WIESBADEN
: Taunusstrasse 5
Mr. Bernard Lowy Postfach 349
Professor of Botany Telefon (06121) 52 10 46
Department of Botany & Plant Pathology Fernschreiber 0418 61 85

Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge

Louisiana 70803
Us A 20th November 1970
L B D/eh

Dear Mr. Lowy,

In reply to your letter of November 5, 1970, I have pleasure in sending
you by surface mail a catalogue in which you will find on pages 26 and
following, facsimile editions of Codices about old Mexican and other
Middle and Latin American cultures.

The Dresden Codex is described on the enclosed cutting, but not contained
in the catalogue itself. We should be very happy to supply you or the
university Tibrary with any of these Codices. '

i{ncerely

;;%if;NIT
R. W.. .Dorn
Enclosure
Digitized by the Hunt Institute’for Botanical Documentation

k Bankkonten: Deutsche Bank, Wiesbaden, 206004 - Postscheckkonto: Frankfurt/Main 65427



.- November 24, 1970

Mr. R.W.,Dorn
6200 Wiesbaden
Postfach 349
Germany

Dear Mr. Dorn:

Kindly send me at once your facsimilie edition of the Codex
Peresianus. T find that our library does not have this and I am re-
questing that they purchase it; However, the copy 1 am now ordering
will be for my personal use, so you should bill me fﬁr it directly.
Should you offer a discount on the catalogue price of $47.00, please

allow me to take advantage of it. 1If not, I shall remit the list price

on receépt of the Codex.

Sincerely yours,

Bernard Lowy
Professor of Botany




OTTO. HARRASSOWITZ

Buchhandlung - Antiquariat - Library Agency - 6200 Wiesbaden (Germany) - Postfach 349

Professor B. Lowy
Louisiana State University
Department of Plant Pathology

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Rechnung-Invoice

+ 21767--5FEBT1

USA Os/K1
Best./Order Titel/Title Porto/Postage DM $
24-11-T70 1 Codex Peresianus, vol. 9 172.=-+ 46.99
Sent today in packages

Payable upon recalpl in German currency. If payment is submitted in US §, the rate of the date

of p pp Any t In US $ shown on this invoice Is valid only.as long as the
prasent rate{1 DM = $/.273224) stands.

Bankkonten /Bank Accounts: Deutsche Bank Wiesbaden 206504 -

Postscheckkonto : Frankfurt (Main) 65427

Eigentumsvorbehalt gem. BGB § 455.
Erfiillungsort und Gerichtsstand Wiesbacen




OTrO HARRASSOWI-IZ gébﬁgslf‘f;:: 3; (Germany) - POB 349

Professor B. Lowy
To ouigiana State Univ.
Department of Plant Pathology
Ba.ton Rouge, Touisiana 70803
Date: Seoa Reference: 0 S/Kl
Message:
Dear Sir:

With reference to your claim letter of

Jan.6,1971 concerning CODEX PERESIANUS, I wish

to report that this volume was supplied on 1.11.71.

However, we have noticed that this volume

and the invoice (see the attached copy) were sent
to the Generd ILibrary. We are, therefore, enclosi

credit for the General Library for our invoice
no. 10819--11.Jdan.1971. Attached is an amended

invoice in your name.

We our sorry for our mistake.and hope that

you have located your volume of CODEX PERESIANUS.

RepwﬁThank you for your order!

P.S. We would Jidnlucede y,

> OH .
appreciate very much ““ﬁﬁﬁiﬂ"wmuﬁnn
your forwarding this TAUNUSSTRASSE §

credit note to the
General Library!
Thank you!

Otto Harrassowitz
i.A. Kay Langner

Date: Reference:

a . LT3 T A5y T : & £a+1A7T
1 )V the Hunt Inst J DOtdNnl1ca >N tatiol
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE . LOUISTIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEFPARTMENT OF FLANT CATHOLOGY

October 20, 1970

Dr. James Rauh

Middle American Research Institute
Tulane University

New Orleans, La.

Dear Dr. Rauh:

Enclosed you will find a duplicate slide and color print of the
codex which Dr. Wauchope passed on to you some time ago in the form of a
black and white print. Of course I am not competent to judge the authen-
ticity of this document and perhaps this could only be verified by direct
examination of the codex itself. I can only testify to the fact that I
was informed in good faith (in my best judgement) that it has been in the
family of the present owner since the time of his great grandfather. Since
so few codices (genuine) are extant, even the slender possibility that
this one may be authentic would seem worthy of investigation.

_ That 1 see a mushroom in the marked panel (on the black and white
print) may be the reflection of a prejudiced view, but the fact that mush-
rooms have been shown in other codices makes this interpretation not entire-
ly improbable. But this is why I have troubled vou. 1 would be very grateful
to have your opinion if you can give one with the material at hand. The owner
of the codex is Sr. José Mariano Galindo y Jimeno, whose address is Apartado
Postal 18, Huehuetenango, Guatemala,

Sincerely yours,

Bernard Lowk
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Early Comments on The Ghost Dance: The Origins of Religion

It is a magnificent book and suite possibly the best thing that has ever been written on the
origins of religion. Its scholarship is broad and deep, and La Barre's skill as 2 writer is
such that his book remains unf'ailingly readable from first to last. The Ghost Dance consti-
tutes a major achievement. It is bound to become a classic. M. #. Ashley Hontagi, Princeton

This looks to me like something in a class with the very best tha® has ever been written on :
religion. It is even better than The Human Animal. Tt seeme to me to have everything: the :
grand vision, the originality. the complete mastery of everything relevant, the erudition, the ;
personal style that has an impact. Having written such a book is justification enough for g
having lived...This book is genius...It is better than Freud on raligion. b

Geo:'ge Devereux, Collége de France |

As I expected, an exhilarating experience, a combination of erudi<ion, insight, and sophisti-
cation, of culture and biology, of psychoanalysis and ethnography. that few — if any -- social
scientists can equal. This is one of the most stimulating books on religion I have read, and
one of the most important. . YXelford E. Spiro, University of Cali<ornia at San Diego

I have been reading this book with deep interest and a sense of e::citement. Books on the
subject of religion are countless, but very few have achieved the profundity of this chef
d'oeuvre. In our discipline, Weston La Barre is unique in his ability to combine the insights
of an anthropologist on the one hand and a psychologist on the other. These two insights now
play together and now play apart for repeated illumination of this most complex of human pheno-
mena. I have long felt, and this book does nothing to disabuse me of this feeling, that Weston
La Barre sets the highest stardards of scholarship in our discipline. He is an example to all
of us. Out of that scholarship comes an insight that very few others possess. 5
James W. Fernandez, Dartmouth ?

o AT AR R T ks

This book @s the result of a life devoted to the study of man all over the world and in all

stages of individual and historical development. His intimate knowledge of anthropology and
psychiatry gives W?stgn La Barrs a unique position in his field. The result of his work, his
o lolgs ond 43S insight s decumented-in this phenomenad-book which iS-aliost Overwhelaiag.

Weston La Barre's book is a truly great book and shows psychoanalytic anthropology at its best.
Martin Grotjahn, University of Southern California

e

This new book has achleved the nearly impossible integrating not only anthropology and compara-
tive religion with psychoanalytic theory but it covers the broad and picturesque estuary
of human experience and endeavour and will surely be a milestone in the history of the science
of man. This 1s the book I'd wished I had conceived and written. -

Warner Muensterberger, State University of New York

I found this book exceedingly will conceived and highly instrictive. Professor La Barre is,

I feel, to be complimented on the depth and scope of his erudition.
Robert F. Spencer, Minnesota

...brilliant -- a formidable synthesis by a highly original intelligence...he writes extraordi-
parily well and with wit. Katherine Brown, Natural History Press

. L T

...A11 this, wrapped up in the author's literary talent makes for an immensely readable and
stimulating package that, scholarly though it be in intention and execution, will have an i
appeal far beyond academe. Kirkus Service (5/18/70), New York

The Ghost Dance a book to be set along side Tylor's Primitive Culture, Durkheim's
élzgfﬁigi$ Forms, Levi-Strauss' The Savage Mind and a few other such key works on primitive ;
f‘i fous thought and the origins of religion. [I% has] improved considerably upon Freud's :
religlous e wion while remaining quite within his frame of thought. It is good to find ,
gl g thropology who is interested in meamings,[and] insistence on a holistic approach

= ; aI] L3 L3
:3[911111;:?:11; endorse. Mac Linscott Ricket:s
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AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA - 70803

College of Arts am} Sciences — Agricultural Experiment Station

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND PLANT PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

el 28 de Septiembre de 1970

Estimada Sra. Méndez:

Hace poco que regresé a la universidad después de mis estudios
en su pafs. Recuerdo con mucha satisfacEién mi visita a su casa donde Vd.
era tan amable de permitirme sacar algunds fotos de las dos pied}as grandes
en su coleccién personal.

Ssgﬁn los datos que Vd, me di6, se encontraron las piedras en
La Nueva Concepcién entre Tejote y Las Lisas, zona Pipil, al sur de Es-
cuintla. Lamento que antes que salir del pafs no tenfa la oportunidad de
llamarle otra vez para averiguar ;i habfan algunos,datos pertidentes.
Por ejemplo: si las encontraron cerca del superficie o en una tumba o -
si estaban las figuras una al lado de la otra. Le agradecerfa mucho,
sefiora, por cualquierqo;ra informaci6én que Vd. pudiera darme.

Reciba Vd. los cordiales saludos de su amigo

Profesor ‘de Botédnica

I
b 10Oth YEAR
|

B I i BATON ROUGE




CARLOS H. NOTTEBOH DM
15 CALLE 4-34, ZONA 10

GUATEMALA CAPITAL

Guatemala, September 15, 1970

GUATEMALA, C. A.

O~

Dr.Bernard Lowy
Professor of Botany
Louisiana State University

Baton Rouge

Louisiana 70803

Dear Dr.Lowy:

I received your letter of September 8th which you
wrote following your visit to Guatemala. You met my son, Carlos
L.Nottebohm, who showed you part of our collection. Both Mrs,
Nottebohm and I are sorry that we missed your visit and we sincerely
hope that you will let us know about your next trip sometime ahead
of time sp that we could meet you.

As to your questions about the miniature mushroom stones
in our collection:

Stephan F, de Borhegyi published most of the miniature mushroom
stones from our collection shortly after we acquired them., The
information he published in American Antiquity Volume 26 Number &
of April 1961 is as authentic as we could give it to him at that
time and I cannot recall that more than the " famous" nine miniature
mushroom stones were found in one cache, Of course you can never be
100 % sure of what you are being told unless you did the dig your-
self. I am sorry that I cannot give you any other information.

The mushroom stones as published by Borhegyi will be exhibited now
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art startimg September 30th in their
special exhibit "Befors Cortez". 4

You very kindly offered to send us prints of the
pictures you took of our collection, I do hope that you got most
of our mushroom stones but I shall check on that as soon as I get
your prints. We have one other mushroom stone on exhibit now in
the Palais of Beaux-Arts in Bruxelles from October through December
in connection with a Maya Exhibit that traveled from Paris ,Stockholm
and Rome to Bruxelless I shall try to have a Xerox Copy made for
your records,

If there is anything else I pessibly could be of any
help,please do not hesitate to call on mse.

With best regards, in which my son joins me, I am

Sincerely Yours

///a:na§5,/A5i=ﬂ‘=A==Aeas=hS=L£Eis=a;-h_h
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AND AGRICULOLIURAL AN MEUHANICAL COLLEGE
BATGN ROUGE LOUISTANA 70803
College of Arts and Sciences \ericultural Experiment Stution
DEPARTMENT ©f BOTANY AND PLANT fATHOLOC Y UEFARTMEMNT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY
Suptember 21, 1970

Dear Mc. Nottebohm:

Thank-you for yobur kiud reply to wmy letter of September 8.
1 also much regret that [ wisscd peeling you and your wife during my brief
visit and hope that it may be possible to see you on some future occasion.

{ am glad to have youl confirmation cegurding the group of nine
miniature stones and the information that they will be exhibited at the Metre
politan Muscum of Art beginning September 30. 1 am assuming then, that the
miniature which I photographed at your home (print N enclosed) was not part
of the original cache but was lound separately at some other time aEE_place
(although most likely also from the KaminaljuyG area). If this is so, thed
the situation is clarified. I hope you will understand that my purpose is
neither to erect nor to demolish Cheories but only to draw such conclusions
as seem reasonable from the evidence at hand. In any case, I think it i$
proper to remember Borhegyi's own careful admonition that "any attempt at
identificaticn of mushroom stones with the nine gods of the Aztec or Maya
pantheon, is on very shaky ground."

Many thanks for the xerox copy of one of your stones now ©f
loan in Bruxelles. It is unique and certainly one of the most interesting of
all that I have seen. While I was working at the Museo de Antropologia with
the collaboration of Lic. Luis Lujdn Mufioz, I came across its i11lustration
(fig. 53 in "Arts Maya du Guatemala!' 1968; also in the German and Italian
editions of the book) and T made a tracing of it since no duplicating machif
was at hand. If as I believe to be most probable, these stones may be linked
to a mushroom cult among the ancient Maya, then your dream stone is most pTO"
vocative and the interpretation that it represents "un homme en trance S0U®
1'effet d'un champignon hallucinatoire" seems entirely reasonable.

Please accept the enclosed set of prints which are enlargemenﬁ
of my original Ektachromes. [ expect to use duplicates of them in a paper to
be illustrated largely by these stone plus a few from other sources. On the
reverse of each print, in the upper right-hand corner, I have lettered them
A - N. I have no data on the palce where these were found and if information
that you consider to be reliable is at hand, I would be very glad to have i
I' realize that forithe great majority of these stones such data are unavail#
1t would be better to say "unknown' than to indicate a location that is ques.
"tionable or that has not been verified. The print of the nine tripods that ®
saw in your collection is numbered on the reverse, No. 1 beginning at upper,
left. No. 10 (by itself in the third row) is without a base and as I recaltsy
is not broken but so designed.

T sincerely appreciate your willingness to "help". In fact,
scholars everywhere have been traditionally indebted to vou and to others
like yourself i thout whose generous cooperation investiéations in certail
areas'of knowledge, would come to nothing.

{;}th JLE IR With kindest regards to you and

1881 :: ,::'\J t;r;iﬂn .
(U ) e el abrazo cordial to your son,

i ——

Digitized by the Hunt Institute BB &MRical Documentsitierely yours:



~September 8, 1970
: ; a ' : '
Mr. Carlos H. Nottebohm -
15 calle, 14=34, Zona 10 -
Guatemala City ' -

o

Dear Mr, Nottebohm:

8¢ I only recently returned to the uaiveraity following my stay '
in Cuatemala and Mexico and I have begun to organize my notes on mushroom
stones, preparing them for publicatfon. I am very grateful for your haviog
given me your valuable time and shown me your kind hospitality.

" “The photographs .I took turned out well enough so that enlarge-
ments of my color slides will I believe be suitable for conversion to black .
and white prints fox publication, When these become available I shall send
you a complete set, Of course your generous help will appropriately be acknow-
ledged in any publication concerned with your collection of mushroom stones.

. There is one poént that I would like to raise again on which
your confirmation would be most important, This has to do with the single
miniature stone you showed me (¥ 14 ¢m in height). As I recall, you indicated
that this etone constituted part of the original cache of miniatures from the
Verbena cemetery area of Kaminaljuyd, Would it be possible for you to verify
the exact number of miniatures in the original ‘collection ? A If the stone that,
you showed me was found along with all the other miniatures, that would mean,
of course, that there had been at least 10 stones in the original group. Even
1f you cannot at the moment tell me the exact number (total) of miniatures in
your collection, if you are sure that the one I saw was really part of the ori-
ginal group and that this number wasg greater than nine, that would be suffi-
cient. Your clarification of this point would be extremely useful,

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

Bernard Lowy
Pro\fessor of Botany
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Maya woman with chiid, dog. Clay. 16.5
cem, high. Vicinity of Palenque, Chiapas,
Mexico. About 600 A.p.

el 4, e Hes pigied 0] Jlainle Fer on /8
ﬂ(e G0, ke b poiis Azssirads

aLa?Awma/WcJ

M%Wé&u $led=
'.'(aﬂ-/“’(" }”};M@H{‘dﬁ

CoMPaNyY, Meriden, Conn,

Printed by THe MERIDEN GRAVUR

‘.ﬁa’fl A S NGRS

CARD

—%ﬂr Lenad /e vy o
= Lot 1ha Sfaho Uhsersn,

L (g 4 o iy
Buton ,@d‘v?c (fitre. fby"j

fosuoel~ QT-C r77ﬂ,

THIS S!D! FOR ADDRESS

-----



September 30, 1970

* Dr. Robert Wauchope
) Middle American Research Institute
| Tulane University

New Orleans, La.

Dear Dr. Wauchope:

' ‘For the past decade or so I have been carrying out extensive
field work throughout the American tropics, both in Central and South
America, in connection with my interest in fungi. Since the publications
on mushroom stones by the late Dr. Borhegyi (beginning in 1957) and after
some initial encouragement by Borhegyi, I was attracted to this problem
and have collected data concerning it whenever the opportunity presented
itself.

This summer, while gathering additional information on these
stones and related ehhnobotanical questions in various parts of Guatemala
from the Petén to the Costa Sur, I was shown a codex which is an heirloom
owned by a gentleman in Huehuetenango. He allowed me to photograph it and
a print of part of this document is enclosed. It attracted my agtention not
only because I had previously seen only reproductions of other codices, but
I was struck by a detail on one of the panels (beneath the notch in the print)
in which an individual is shown holding with both hands what appears to*be
a darge mushroom which he is offering to the personage before him. I have
seen mushrooms clearly depicted in other codices (as in fig. 6, p. 24 of the
Codex Vidbonensis), but such representations do not appear to be common.

The print does not show quite as much detail as my original color slide in
which the glyphs can clearly be seen and should be decipherable with the

aid of a good hand lens or under low power of a binocular microscope. I am
having duplicate slides made and should you think this merits further study

I will gladly send you a copy. In the panel I have marked, the individuals
are colored red and the parts that appear solid black, in the original are
blue (including the mushroom). The background is of & brownish hue. There
are 12 panels in the ‘codex, both surfaces of which are filled with human
figures, glyphs, etc, The material itself is a parchment and is in an excell-
ent state of preservation,

My interest is principally in the interpretation of the indicated
panel but should either you or your colleagues wish to study the document as
a whole, I would be glad to give you such additional information concerning
it as I have,'In any ease, I would greatly appreciate having your opinion
regarding the mushroom shaped object, if you find this to be possible from
the ‘enclosed print, :

Sincerely yours,

Professor of Botany

v the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Buke Mniversity

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 20 August 1970 POSTAL CODE 27706
AND ANTHROPOLOGY Ht. in&i Road
Dear Dr. Lowy,

Thank you for your news and the
developments on mushroom stones. I had not
known that the late Dr. Borhegyi had the ideas
from Professor Shook, since Wasson, usually a
most meticulous writer, seemed to give the credit
to Borhegyi.

I wish I could tell you more about
the stones, but have told you all I know. If you
had not yet received reply from Furst, it may be
for the reason that he is on another Mexican field
trip; Gordon Wasson, last I knew, was still at
2 Long Ridge Road in Danbury, Connecticut 06810.

When you publish your Guatemala
findings, please remember me with a reptint.

Sincerely yours,

James B. Duke Professor
of Anthropology

'),,t,),e:,,zf,-r,éﬂﬂ o f""””i‘“‘ % The 6ot Dee,

,,WDM;&A,;(’ o pebladid /%(CL)QM%
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August 18, 1970

Dr. E. M. Shook
Peabody Museum

. Harvard Univcr:i.:y :
Cambridge, MA = 02138

Dear Dr. Shook: -

I returned from Guatemala only a few days ago ‘and have begun to wirk up
my notes on mushroom stones. I feel fortunate to have had the opportunity to
speak with you about them and to have had clarified certain dctaill about
which I prwimly knew nothing.

1 wonder whether yau hld the time to look at the, two exceptionally tall
effigy tripod stomes at the home of Sra, Bianks de Méndez in Guatemala, which
I described to you briefly when we met in the museum on Jully 22 just prior
to your leaving for Lima, are certainly extreordinary and if genuine
would appear to be unique of ir kind. Most provocative is the difference
in sex of the figures on the shafts. 1In the light of current shamanic
practices in Oaxaca, where hdlut!-nonntc mushrooms are administered in pairs--
one representing a male, the other female-~it might be tempting to interpret
this as an atavism for which these stohes may serve as evidence. At least the
land marker theory would not seem to fit these so well.

In my survey I located, phdtagraphd. and measured more than 50 mushroom
stones previously unrecorded; but as in the case of other stones of this class,
with few exceptions (as you poianted out), their precise origin is either
unknown or the data unrelisble. I did obtain exact data on one tripod (late
classic) stone found in a grave site by Ismael Tercero im 1968 at the Monticulo
de I.N.C.A.P. It was associated with human skeletal remains about one meter

beneath the surface.

With kindest regards,

Bernard Lowy
Professor of Botany




August 17, 1970

Dr. Weston LaBarre

James B. Duke Professor of Anthropology
Duke University

Durham, North Carolina 27706

‘Dear Dr. LaBarre:

Thank you for your letter of June 1st and the zerox copy of the
corrected page<proof of your paper. 1 returned from Guatemsla only 2
few days ago after ajost 9 weeks of intensive travel and investigation"
throughout the country, the chief purpose of which was to gather
information concerning mushroom stones which since the late Dr. Borhegyi's
work about a decade ago has been relatively neglected. I made an effort
to seel out and examine as many of these arifacts as possible and
succeeded in loecating, photographing and measuring over 50 stones
heretofore unreported, principally in museums and in private collections.
Among them are some that f£it mo current elassification. Unfortunately,
as in the case of almost all the stones previocusly reported by Borhegyli
and others, their precise source is unknown, but with the cooperation
of Drs, Michel and Sanders (Univ. Penn.) who are now working on what
remains of Kaminaljuyu (a housing project has been built on the sitel)

1 obtained wxact data on a mushroom stone excavated from a grave site
there last year.

I was not previously aware of the considerable clandestine traffic
in archeological finds, verified for me by unimpeachable sources. The
curator presently in charge of Tikal was among those who told me in some
detail of the methods used in the theft of undetermined numbers of
archeological tressures including stelse. Only few of the apparently
knowledgeable and skillful thieves have been and at the time
of my visit two of them were being held in jail. (Peten). A
disproportionate amount of time is spent by the curator at Tikal in
establishing the genuineness of srtifscts (stolen) them ‘gubmitting reports
which are used as evidence against the miscreants. The curator alse ine
formed me that he is always careful not to perscnally confromt a suspect,
for fear of reprisals. There can be no doubt that as a result of the
middirected zeal of some individuals, archeological sites knowm only to
themselves have been discovered and exploited for private gain. Could ehese
hunters be engaged as bona fide scouts and paid decently for their labours
sssssescsessbut this quixotic suggestion drew & response that might have
been worthy of Sancho himself. In any event, understaffing makes it
virtually impossible to adequately police an srea as large as the Peten.



lides of my photographs, some of which

I the o '
I hope may be good emough to publish @s part of my report. Besides Sanders
; I have consulted ¢

Dr. Edwin Shook, who among contemporary
is I believe foremost in his knowledge of mushroom stones. -

Your information thet Dr. Furet's "grave ceramice" in Mexico "may be
related to Sapper's 'Pllzformige Gotzembilder'" is of grest interest
and I would much appreciete having such additional data as you might
care to give me concerning it. SRR L

Incidentally, it was Dr. Shook's data upon which Borhegyi
(a student of Shook) based much of his early work on mushroom stones.
Although I believe that the weight of available evidence points to the
probable use of mishrooms stones as symbols of a long-forgotten mushroom
cult in Guatemala, other possible interpretations have not been adequately
explored. Ehief among these is that the stones may have been used as
land markers. This idea originated with Shook (personal communication)
and was certainly kmown to Borhegyi,slthough the latter made no mention of
this in his publications. - ,

With kindest regards,



May 15, 1970

Dr, Wesénn La Barre iz 0

Department of Anthropology-
Duke University :

Durham, North Carolina

Dear Dr. La Barre:

One of the questions you raise in your recent paper on "0ld
and New World narcotics™ in Economic Botany 24(1): 73-80. 1970, is of
special interest to me and I wonder whether you would be kind enough to
comment further on it, Is your reference to the "alleged mushroom stones .
of the Maya" an indication that you do not completely accept the inter-
pretation that these artifacts are mushroomic symbols ? I am familiar
with the late Dr. Borhegyi's work and his classification of these objects
in Wasson's "Mushrooms, Russia and History" (1957) and again in Amer,
Antiquity 26(4): 498-504. 1961. Since Sapper first denied that these were
phallic and called them "PilzfOrmige Gotzenbilder", I do not know od any
other way in which they have been interpreted.

My interest in mushroom stones stems from an acquaintance with
Borhegyi's work, but my professional competence i in neotropical mycology
and for some years I have done rather extensive field work throughout the
Americas. During a mycological tcor of Guatemala in 1963, I was told in
Panajachel that jade mushrooms were known to the people of the Quiché area
but I did not then have the time to try to verify this. It was also alleged
that these sculptures were considered sacred, hence the unwillingness of
the people togzpart with them. In any case, some of the questions raised by
the mushroomjstones would seem tojmerit further investigation and I plan to
pursue the matter in Guatemala this summer,

Sincerely yours,

Bernard Lowy
Professor of Botany

\ ' y
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Buke University
DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 1 June 19?0 POSTAL CODE 27706
AND ANTHROPOLOGY 11}_1 Wilkins Drive

Dear Dr. Lowy,

Thank you for your interesting
letter concerning my Economic Botamny article.

Concerning my phrase "alleged
mushroom stones" I should have perhaps been
more specific, though a non-archeologist's
judgment in an ethnobotanical article might
border on the irrelevant, so far as any extended
discussion was concerned.

Since Borhegyi's opinion in Wassons'
Mushrooms, Russia and History, I have been myself
convinced the traditional "phallic'" interpret-
ation as2Bsing wrong, and the Sapper-Borhegyi
"mushroom stone'was correct; "alleged" meant that
it was so-argued, that I did E%%&%gmm t on an
archeological matter, buf:Hot at I elf had any
personal doubts. e

Since then, Dr. Peter Furst has written
me of certain grave-ceramics in Mexico that I think
may be related to Sapper's "Pilzf8rmige G8ttzenbilder"
and if my conjecture be right, then this would still
further supovort Borhegyi . I am transmitting your
data to Peter Furst, who is actively interested in
the question.

Mindful of how long Econ, Botany took
to publish the article, I suspect that offprints are
still very far off. Can you perhaps use the enclosed
Xerox of the corrected page-proof? Both Dr, Furst
and I will be much interested in the consequences of
your field work; I hope you will remember us with

reprints.
Sizgﬁrely yeur
James B. Duke Professor

of Anthropology
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January 20, 1970 -

+ Sra. Tsabel Larco de Alvarez Calderon
Av. Bolivar 1515
Pueblo Libre
L ma, Peru

My dear Sra. de Alvarez Calderon:

When I visited the museum last December, you were good enough to
give me certain information regarding a jaguar in wood that was on display,
a part of which T thought might represent a mushroomic symbol but which you
interpreted as the symbol of a ceremonial knife. (@ )

Just prior to my leaving the city, since T had no time to do other-
wise, T left a large manila envelope in charge of the hotel management (Fotel
Alcazar) who assured me they would mail it to you. Tncluded in the envelope
was a 5 X 7 photograph in color of a mushroom stone from Guatemala, a subject
about which we conversed briefly, together with one or two other bits of per-
tinent ethnomycological information. I hope you have received this. Tf not,

T shall write to the hotel to inquire about its disposition.

Tn any case, T am still fascinated by the jaguar and since I did
not photograph it, T wonder whether you would be kind enough to send me a print
of that figure. T would also much appreciate knowing the place and date of
its publication. An ethnomycological inquiry into the ceramic and textile work
of early Peruvian civilizations might very well prove rewarding.

With kindest regards and best wishes for the New Year,

Sincerely yours,

Bernard Lowy
Professor of Potany




THE NEW MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM.~
New six-story building located in Milw
Civic Center, made possible by a 57,500,
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architects. Established in 1881, it is th
largest MNatural History Museum in the
States.

FBb. 15, 1965

Dear Dr. Lowy: : :
Many thanks for the excelleplPOST CHRD

black-and-white photo of your
mushroomstone. I am most
grateful for your prompt
cooperation.

Cordially,

_--- 5
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Dr. Bernard Lowy

Professor of Botany
Mixcological Herbarium

Louisiana State University

D NATURAL COLOR REPRODUCT

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA
70803
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Director
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MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM/HILWAUKEE WISCONSIN 53233/BROADWﬁY 1-6810

January 28, 1965

Dr. B. Lowy

Professor of Botany
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Dr. Lowy:

Many thanks for yours of January 26 and for the fine color slide
of your Type B tripod mushroom stone from Mixco Viejo. It 1is
indeed wonderful to have your data since my records show only LaFe
Classic and one Post Classic mushroom stone from this site. It 1s
good to know that you have a Pre-Classic specimen from this area.
Can you send me a black-and-white photo of it, too?

I would also be very much interested about your Highland Guatemalan
and Costa Rican data on mushroom slore.s. Mr. Wasson anq I have
not been fortunate to collect any pertinent information 1n thes?
areas about the use of hallucinogenic mushrooms. Did you run into
any information on this subject?

Waiting for your answer with much anticipation, I am

Comdially,

T et
=2 e A= N

§ Stephan F. Borhegyi, Direcbr
SFB:R

CC: Mr. Wasson

AN iy, { RS | | ) e -2 . L
Digitiz ite fo nical Documentation |
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February 12, 1965

Dr. Bernard Lowy

Professor of Botany
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Dr. Lowy:

Many thanks for your good and detailed letter of February 2. I will
await your black-and-white photos and some of your additional informa-
tion about the Shipibo's interest in mushrooms.

As to your experience with Don Emilio Crespo, I need to caution you.
While Don Emilio (whom I know quite well) is a wonderful raconteur,

his stories need careful checking. He is a real minden hdjjal me gkent

individual. He makes (and sells) excellent Pre-Columbian fakes,

especially of jade. However, I will certainly bear in mind your

inforqation and when I am again in Guatemala I will give the"third
degree' to our friend Emilio.

Meanwhile, with best regards.

Cordially,

s Stephan F. Borhegyi, Director
SFB:R
CC: Dr. R. Gordon Wasson
1t1zec 1cal Documentat;

MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUH/ MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN 53233/BRUADWAY 1-6810



. January 20, 1970

Dr. Stephan F. Borhegyi
Milwaukee Public Museum
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Dear Dr. Borhegyi:

Since our correspondence in 1965, concerning mushroom stones
and related mateers, T have been working principally on a taxonomic mono-
graph of neotropical féngi based largely on my collections throughout the
neotropical zone., A book is now in press, so I am able to turn my attention
more closely to ethnomycological pursuits.

T hope to return to Mexico this summer to look into the question
of whether or not Psilocybe spp. are being cultivated (by curanderos ?) to
meet the demand for specimens, which in recent years has probably heen some-
what in excess of the quantity that may be expected to be fpund at ‘any given time
time in the natural pabitat. As we know, rapid changes have been taking place
in tuautla and other areas because of the intrusion of certain extraneous and
unsympathetic elements and this would seem to be an appropriate time to look
into some of these chaliges in terms of the response of the curanderos them-
selves. T am also still deeply interested in mushroom stones and as my pre-
liminary venture in Cuatemala indicated, a further investigation there, par=
ticularly in El Quiche, Alta and Faja Verapaz and adjacent regions, might be
very useful.

T have outlined to you these summer plans because I expect to
apply for a grant-in-aid to Sigma Xi to enable me to travel and I would like
to solicit your support for this project. If you would be willing to write a
letter of recommendation for me, 7 shall gladly send you gsuch additional in-
formation as you may need. Meanwhile, T shall delay sending my application
to the Society until T hear from you.

With best regards,

Cordially yours,

hernard Lowy
Professor of Botany




MILWAUKEE PUBLIC IILISEUM/ MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN 53233/&30&0\"'“ 1-6810

January 27, 1970
Dre. Bernard Lowy
Professor of Botany
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, ILae
Dear Dr. Lowy:

Your letter of January 20 has been turned
over to me for replys Dr. Borhegyi was killed
in an auto accident in late September so will
be unable to write a letter of recommendation
in support of your application for a Sigma Xi
grant-in- aide

?? erely )rours,,H
w—(_

Thqmas F. KEhoe
Associate Curator of
Anthropology




January‘ 26, 1965

Dr. Stephan F. De Borhegyi _

Milwaukee Public Museum % . ; , ,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin: i f.5 o afeha b s

Dea" Pl'-._( quhegyl_: . o’ " . v : N 4 :“‘« 2 i '-; ¥
During the sufimer-of 11963, while on a mycological research project
in Guatémala, | acquited a mushroom stone, a photograph of which is

"enclosed. ‘Since the publication of your chart on the classification and

distribution of these artifacts (in‘Wasson),t have/hiad more than a -
passing interest in them.wJn my travels/in-Mexico,"Guatemala and
Costa Rica In recent years, | have made inquiries.of the local people

" inmany villages, concerning their knowledge of mushroom lore.

The photograph shows the circular groove around the cap which
identifies it as belonging to "Type B". It is from the Mixco Il
(Mixco Viejo) area, Departamento de Chimaltenango, which may be
a locality not previously recorded as a site for these stones and
therefore of possible interest to you. | have noted the dimensions

- on the slide, which you may keep.

Sincerely yours,

B. Lowy
Professor of Botany

Il

encl,

.




February 2, 1965

Dear Dr. Borhegyi:

1 am glad to know that the data I sent you £ills a
gap in the archeological record, All my photographs are Kodachromes
or Ektachromes but I shall take one of the stone in black snd white
and send you 8 copy presently.

My notgs on mushroom lore in Mexico, Guatemals and Costs

Rica have been gathered in the market place, from veandors of smughrooms
or from anyone I happened to meet in the field. In Peru (1958), when I
stayed briefly among the Shipibo Indians vwhile I wvas a guest of Institute
Linguistico de Verano at Pucsllpa, I was often accompanied in the field
by a Shipibo adult or younger perscn end had an opportunity to question
my informants ebout the uses they had, if sny, for varfous fungi. I caunot
attempt to summarize this information, since it ie still scattered in my ®
notes. But I do not want to give you the lwpression that I have a great
fund of knowledge in these matters. I certainly do not, but I hsve & grest
respect and profound admiration for the botanical, zoological and myco-
logical knowledge of the Indians of the few tribes with which I came in
contact, and I am sure that we professionals have much to lesarn from them.

Concerning the hallucivogenic cult, I had & tantalizing
experience in Guatemals I will tell you about briefly. SBince no evidence
has yet been found that would indicate the existence of such a cult in
present-day Custemala, it may be of special {nterest. While {u Panajachel
(13 July 1963), I met an old gentleman, Don Emilio Crespo, & vesident of
that village and well knowm there. Don Emilio had just returned from a
trip to the Quiche country and was loaded with specimens of wood, rocks,
hides and snake skins (or rather his donkeys were so loaded). He is &
weather=-beaten old man who has seen a lot in his lifetime. I would judge
" him to be in his late 70's and if I may make use of an old Mymgarisn ex<
pression which I remember from childhood aad which saems a twre, I
would say of him that mindenfele hajjal meg van kenve. In & long convere®
sation with him, after getting arocund to the matter of mushroom stones
(4 of which I saw aleng with other miscellansous stone idols, all throwd
together in an untidy heap) Don Emilio told me that he had seen in the
possession of Indisus in the Quiche, small carvings of mushrooms in jade.
When I asked him whether he had ever acquired such pieces, he replied thst
he had tried to do so but found it impossible becsuse the Indians told hi¥
that if they sold these objects they would die. I can vouch for what Doo
Emilio told me but unfortunately, not for the veracity of his story, sincé
I had no way of verifying it. I had to leave Panajachel on the following
day and vent in quest of tremellaceous fungl.

With kindest regards,

Cordiglly, yours,
Profeasor of Boteny
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February 2, 1965

Dear Dr. Borhegyls _ ; _ _
. I an glad to know that the dats I seat you fills a
gap in the archeslogical record. All my photographs are Kodachromes
or Ektachromes but I shall take one of the stone in black and white
and send you 8 copy presently. - Sl X A TR
el s ' My notass on mushrooa lore mmh. ¢o, Guatema 1a and Costa vy
Rica Hhave been gathered in the market place, from vendors of mushrooms

or from anyone I happensd to meet im the £ield. In Peru (1958), when I

stayed briefly among the Shipibo Indiare while I was a guest of Instituto
Linguistico de Verano at Pucallpa, I was often accompanied in the field
by & Shipibo adult or ysunger pexson and had an opportunity to question
ny informants about the uses they had, if any, for various fungi. I cannot

. atvempt to sumarize this infornatitn, sinca it is still seattersd in my wets

notes. But I do not went to give you the impression that I have a great
fund of knowledge in these matters. I certainly de mot, but I have a great

‘respect and g:o!nund admiration for the botsnical, scological aud myco-

logical kmowledge of the Indians of the few tribes with which I came in
contact, and I am sure that we professionals Have much to learn from them.

carmcnm the hnnucinomi‘c cult, I tad a tantalizing 4‘

experience in Custemala I will tall you about briefly, Since no evidence

has yet been found that would indicate the existence of such & cult in
esent-day Guatemala, it may be of special futerest. While in Panajachel

(23 July 1963), I met an old gentleman, Don Bailio Crespo, & resident of

village and well knowm thera. Don Emilio had just returned from a
trip to the Quiche country and was loaded with specimens of wood, rocks,
hides and suske skins (or rather h dmlui:maulw).kuq
weather~beaten old man who has seen & lot his lifetime. I would judge
:;:oznnduﬂunmi.ﬁuo:

ch seeus appropos here
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sation with him, after getting around to the matter of wushroom stones
' cellandous stone idols, all throwm
an uatidy heap) Don Builio told me that he had seen in the
of ' , small carvings of mushrooms in jade.
When I asked him whether be had ever acquired such pieces, he replied that
he had tried to do so but found it impossible because the Indians told him
-wumnumuwmmmum.z can vouch for what Dom
Emilio me but untmt_ﬂi. not for the veracity of his story, since
1 uwﬂ'wifym 16 mum:- Pansjachel on the following
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With kindest. ragards,

. C‘nx%u yours,
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MIDDLE AMERICAN
RESEARCH INSTITUTE

TULANE UNIVERSITY
NEW ORLEANS 18 o LOUISIANA

January 20, 1965

Mrs. Eulava Dupree ' e
Libra.ry 3 ¥ . ' S;Z?‘P 21 ’2/ T
Louisiana State University ; / g

| Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803 L g LIV

|[ ; fr & Ry e ; . ¥

LT ALl
B .+ Dear Mrs. Dupree: ,7 L "’%} a2’ £
. = gL i

‘This Insti did not publish the item by Borhegyi requested in your letter
of January 14. “ Borhegyi has published several articles on mushroom stones, al-
- 5 10 { though I do not know of the particular one you specified. He has written on
J - "Pre-Columbian Pottery Mushrooms of Mesoamerica," American Antiquity,

A’W"‘" Molume 28, No. 3, page 328. He also published an article on mushroom stones
: from Guatemala in the same journal, Volume 26, No. 4, page 498. His chart on
the distribution of mushroom stones in Middle America appeared in "Mushrooms,
Russia and History" by Valentina P. and R. Gordon Wasson, Appendix to Volume
2, Pantheon Books,

We are sending you herewith a price list of our current publications, from
which you may order the items you lack. We do not operate on an exchange basis
with LSU, for LSU does not publish in the Middle American field, which is the
only one in which we are interested in increasing our library holdings. :

Sincerely,

Mool

Robert Wauchope
Director

Enc. IR P M ,.MM’ F"‘“‘—-
3 A g_@m/f-ﬂg‘a; Maso- — (hursce, ,
1 ;a?b—ﬁz.ﬂ#!e @"MW Bon . pits 23(03) 5




Campus Correspondence

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

FROM: BEvangeline Lynch, Librarian
Louisiana Room

TO: Dr, Bernard Lowy PATE: July 29, 1960
Room 213, Stubbs Hall

A letter from Tulane University regarding the Middle
American Research Institute publication entitled "Enigmatic
Mushroom Stones of Meso-America" tells us that they have not yet
received the manuscript from the author, They do not know
what number the publication will be given when they do receive
it. They suggest you write the following for further information:

. ', Borhegyi
Milwaukee Public Museum
& W .

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

I am sorry; believe that until we receive the
preprint.from Tulane ( znd:I will notify yon immedistely when
we do) the Library has done all that it can toward obtaining
the materigl,

I wish I could have been more helpful, and best wishes
to you for a pleasant vacation,

Digitized b - > for Botanical Documentation
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in relief on one side, said to be from Utatlan
(Lothrop, 1936, p. 83, fig. 81); one with a birdlike
head from the Department of Quetzaltenango in
the University of Pennsylvania Museum; and a plain
one from Chama. Our southernmost records are
from Salvador: Department of Sonsonate (Zanotti
collection), Department of La Libertad (Longyear,
1044, p- 54)- The type should not be confused with
the smaller and much more carefully finished “mace
heads” found commonly in Michoacan (cf. Noguera,
1944, fig. 20a).

L ilel ). diVdadol, LUt le}i)i’.l'CIIU.)f HEVEL 111

Guatemala, occur plain hollow pottery objects ol
similar shape (Lothrop, 1933, fig. 11; Longyear,
1944, pl. IX, 26). Aside from the fact that the above-

described fragments from Kaminaljuyu cannot be
later than I*fsmr:mza, there are no data as to the
e o _—_— BT
age ol the “mushrooms,” nor is their purpose
nown. Sapper (1898) refutes the opinion often ex-
> e

pressed by collectors that they are phalli. They are

. < --u—l—" 2 £
sometimes referred to as seats, but this identifica-
-

tion also seems to us m]ProbabIe.

oo

I
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f-i 41

“MUusHROOM' STONES

(1) Part of head and stem. Gray, nonvesicular
lava. The stem bears traces of carving in relief.

fam. of head 16 cm. (fill of Structure B-5). (2) Head
only (fig. 58,¢). Small pit pecked in middle of convex
surface. Fine-grained sandstone. Diam. 17 cm. (with
other stones in grouting of A-IT platform). (3) Two
specimens with carved stems but lacking heads were
found in 1944 in the digging of a ditch some go m.
southwest of Mound B (fig. 160,f,k). (4) As stated
in its description, the pisote effigy (fig. 42) is prob-
ably from the stem of a “mushroom” stone.

|
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Carnegie Ins titution

Fic. 60—CELTS

'9‘ L'.i T COMMENT. Tﬁmmex!)lainﬂl ::: 2:‘(1:;1;1IZ;?I;;‘laéfl:ﬁ:::cj Ii:;:{gg‘[lil}lﬁ%f s;f}lféﬂrgrnr-{!‘:l:;r surface.
'| g3 objects represented by these fragments are about Mound Al.
WS 2 20-30 cm. high (fig. 160). Each consists of a base, a
i ' I|I :% % cylindrical shaft, and a round, mushroomlike head. CELTS |
| o The base may be round or rectangular with flat (1) From near surface at edge of Mound A
. &'-:;B bottom or may have three short legs. The shaft is  therefore possibly later than Esperanza phase (fig:
|48 S\ sometimes plain, sometimes bears a simple carved  60,6—no celts were found in the tombs at Mounds
. fq :-Em face; less commonly it represents a grotesque A and B, but there were three in an Esperanzi
.I = g g ;11-1tln'0|.}0m‘orphi.c ﬁgurc: (thi.s t)}}.)c’o‘f f%l'm‘ft 15 ii'lus~ grave at the hospital site—p. 85). Dark green, fine 4
. p g wd trated in Sapper, 1898, and in Villacorta and Villa- grained stone. Badly battered, edge blunted, but
lll ;j; Mo cor_ta,. 1030, ﬁg Ll both -“PCCi"_‘C‘E" ]"*""C rectangular  pige originally well polished. Length 8.8 cm. (@
| 8 })‘_‘53)’ sometimes it bears *”_‘,_,‘B-u”"-'-l (ﬁg 42) or a  Small celt, fine-grained black stone. Length 5 cii:
e = bird (fig. 160,d). The head is always plain and, save (fig. 60.a—fll of Structure B-5).
b 2cs for the apparently secondarily worked pit in our ‘
| = .E e Mound A specimen, shows no signs of use. These BARKIBEATERS
& @ S objects must have been turned out in considerable (1) Small fragment, fine-grained dark stone, nat
e ‘?:.{J q-.____u:mtitics, as they are found in most collections row, close-set incisions on one face, other apparently
‘:‘.. ;.%1 = rom the Guatemala highlands. They also appear not corrugated. As the sides are not present, the
— g on the PMin the Department of Escuintla method of haft-grooving is unknown (fill of Stru¢
= (specimens from El Baul will be described in a

ture B-4). (2) Large, three-quarter grooved specimen

forthcoming report by J. E. S. Thompson). The
easternmost record is from an unspecified locality
in eastern Salvador (Longyear, 1944, pl. XII, 16),
the westernmost two examples, said to be from
Ococingo, Chiapas, in the regional museum at
Tuxtla Gutierrez (fig. 160,a,b; the rings in relief

d}u.?t the steas of- There ;\a\:ﬁr, et
b-c-n M‘fe&, rl"l

(fig. 61), coarse brown stone unlike the ﬁne—gr;lincd
material generally used for bark beaters. On on¢
face seven wide incisions, the intervening ridges
showing much wear; other [ace convex, no weal:
Length 11.5 cm. (in Amatle-Pamplona refuse near
Meund B).
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Experts Smuggling Ancient Mexican Art to a Profitable Market

By RICHARD SEVERO
" Special to The New York Times
. MEXICO CITY, June 11—A
' few months ago in Manhat-
‘tan a well-dressed young
 woman got off a ecreaking
' elevator and knocked at a
. second-floor gallery overlook-
_ing Madison Avenue. After
' the door was unlocked the
visitor was greeted by the
person in charge, a middle-
aged, olive-complexioned man
" in a bright colored turtleneck
and dark slacks.

“It’s for our new house,”
the visitor explained. “Essen-
tially, we're interested in an
altar, a major piece. In fact,
we're so fond of pre-Colum-
bian pieces that we want to
have our architect design a
room around it.”
| The proprietor of the es-

tablishment listened withthe
reverent attentiveness of an
undertaker receiving an or-
- der for a solid gold coffin.
“Then I take it you're inter-
ested in classical Mayan?’ he
asked. -

plied. “I believe classical.
| Mayan would do nicely.”
But What to Do?

' The conversation that fol-
lowed underscored a prac-
tice that both the Mexican
and the United States Gov-
ernments have agreed must
stop—except that no one
seems quite certain how to
aoLits 7f

Art smuggling out of
Mexico—and Guatemala as
well—is not only a big and
violent business but a profit-
able one. Arrests are mount-
ing, but the smugglers
apparently feel that the enor-
mous profits outweigh the
risks.

In 1970 President Luis
Echeverria Alvarez signed a
“cultural  heritage” law,
ch prohibits removing
g, both pre.Columbi
and '

“Yes,” the customér e

~way. Even if they were not,
a smuggler is usually able to
find a poor Indian who, for
a few dollars, can lead him
to a Mayan temple in the
middle of a rain forest—a
site that might  ultimately
yields hundreds of thousands
of dollars in the United
States or Europe.

The smugglers have also

found that itisnotimpossible .

to bribe a policeman or a
border guard and that ship=
ment from remote areas. is
relatively easy.

When money fails o per-
suade, the smugglers are not
afraid to use violence; In-
dians have been murdered in
the jungles of southern Mex-
1CO.

the National Museum of An-
thropology in San Miguel
Allende, in central Mexico,
shot himself after destroying
a collection of some 5,000

archeological pieces:- He had..
, been accused’ of plundering
ancient sites and being part

of a scheme to smuggle the

" oot out of Mexico. If con-.
victed, he could have been
sentenced to as much as 30

years in prison.
U.S.-Mexican Agreement
The authorities are still try-
ing to determine who his
contacts were. :
In 1970 the United States
and Mexico signed a treaty
of cooperation “providin
for recovery and return of
stolen archeological, his-

. torical and cultural proper-
ties.” No treaty haspmhpe:;

‘reached with Gua
~ The one with

ala.
Mexic

There is other {fi'olence.:
Last month an inspector for

The New York Times/Juna 17, 1972

Statuette symbols' indicate some of the areas in Mexico

and Guatemala where ancient art treasures can be found.

out proper papers would be
impounded and returned ‘if
the country of' origin could
be determined.

country of origin, Items with-

The problem has intensi-
fied in recent years because
European collectors have be-
come increasingly interested
in pre-Columbian art.
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