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JOHN M. ALLEGRO.

Craigmore
Ballasalla
Isle of Man 28 December 1977

Dear Dr Lowy,

A line to thank you for your article, 'Hallucinogenic
Mushrooms in Guatemala' (JPsD ix 1977). It was good to be
reminded again of the work you have done in determining the
existence of Amanita muscaria in that part of the world.
One gets so used to thinking of it in European terms, and
feddling off criticism about its localization militating
against the wide-spread nature of the cult. And, again,
one wnders about the possibility of a direct connexion...
One day, perhaps, we shall have the proof.

I do wish I could have come on that August symposium.
Let's hope an opportunity presents itself before too long
for our meeting.

All good wishes for the New Year;

sincerely, ;
Dr Bernard Lowy,
Botany Dept.

Louisiana State Universit
Baton Rouge 70803
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14 October 1977

Deai Dr. lowe:s

Thank you very much for the reprint on Hallucinogenic
Mushrooms in Guatemala, which you mailed me a couple

of weeks ago, I am concerned about the increased use

of psychotropic fungi, especially along the West Coast.
Recently police raided two warehouses here, which were
full of growing Psilocybe cubensis and arrested the
owners., Many complaints have been heard from landowners
whose fields have been overrun by those seeking the 'magic|
mushrooms.' Let's hope that this phenomena will not ad-

versily effect legitimate research and jﬁ;ﬁroom collec~
ting in general. -
Sincerely W
{ Jane

P NERGEEI -




AA THE UNNERSITY AT ALBRNY

September 23, 1977

Dear Subscriber:

We are pleased to finally have published the first monograph of
the I.M.S. series, Archaeology & Ethnohistory of the Central Quiche.
If you have ordered that publication it will accompany this letter.
We thank you for your patience.

The other two publications, Bibliography of Mayan ILanguages &
Linguistics and Basic Ouiche Grammar are still in preparation. They
will be sent to those of you who have ordered them as soon &8 they
are ready. The pre-publication price will apply until the publica-
tions are completed. We must once again ask for your indulgence for
the long delay in fulfilling your order.

Very truly yours,

L R e T

Robert M. Carmack, Director
INSTITUTE FOR MESOAMERICAN STUDIES

RMC/1kg = i Al PGS A -‘%?_T

State University of New Yorkat Albany
1400 Washington Avenue
Albany, New York 12222

DEPT. OF ANTHROPOLOGY

INSTITUTE FOR MESOAMERICAN STUDIES (IMS) e SOCIAL SCIENCE 371 ¢ 518/457-1140
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT ALBANY e 1400 WASHINGTON AVENUE o ALBANY, NEW YORK 12222




AA THE UNINERSITY AT ALBRNY

October 21, 1977

Botany Department
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, LA 70803

Dear Dr. Lowy:

We are sorry for the delay in sending your copy of
the book but our records show that you ordered "Basic
Quiche Grammar'. The original order from you I don't
have in my posession so this may very well be an error
on our part.

If this is our error and you did order "Archaeology
and Ethnohistory of the Central Quiche" please forgive
us and let us know immediately and we will promptly
send you the book by return mail.

Thank you for your patience.

Very truly yours,

I

Dr. Bernard Lowy
Institute for Mesoamerican Studies
|

NSTITUTE FOR MESOAMERICAN STUDIES (IMS) e SOCIAL SCIENCE 371 e 518/457-1140

J NEW YORK AT ALBANY o 1400 WASHINGTON AVENUE  ALBANY, NEW YORK 12222
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8-VIII-1977

Dr. Norman E. Whitten, Jr.

Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies
University of Illinois

Urbana, Illinois 61801

Dear Dr., Whitten:

After sending off my last letter to you on 16-II-1977, I realized
that you probably would not receive it until your return from Ecuador. I am
preparing to leave shortly for the meetings if the II International Mycological
Congress to be held in Tampa, Florida beginning 27-VIII (to 3-IX) and wonder
whether you have returned from your field work in Puyo and environs., Your men-
tion (9-II-1977) of "the secret use of a white mushroom with reputedly psycho-
tropic properties by some shamans,' was tantalizing. Were you able to find and
additional clues? Did you have a successful season in the field?

At the Congress meetings I am Chairman of a symposium on ethnomyco-
logy, the first of its kind to be held, at which 6 speakers will participate, ) BET
I have enclosed a copy of our program and an abstract of my paper. Should this
reach you a week or 10 days beforeI must leave for Tampa, I would be happy to
hear from you - whether or not you have new information on the cultural aspects
of mushroom use among the Canelos Quichua., I recently returned.from Guatema}a
where T was able to contact only one curandero in the time avallablg, but with
disappointing results concerning mushroom lore. I expect to pursue it further,

With best regards,

VeV

B, Lo



£A THE UNINERSITY AT ALBRNY

December 19, 1976

Dr. Bernard Lowy,
Department of Botany,
Louisiana State University,
Baton Rouge, La.

Dear Dr. Lowy:

I am sorry to have been so slow to reply to your invitation(s)

to your forthcoming mycological conference--Gordon Wasson reminded
me on the phone the other day and I resolved to make up for

my tardiness.

I am sorry to say that it will not be possible for me to

attend. It comes at a bad time for me--we will be in Mexico

all summer and school here starts, unfortunately, on August 26,

a date that makes it very difficult for me to attend such
important meetings as the International Congress of Americanists,
which usually comes in the first week of December.

Anyway, I wish you'd keep me advised of the program, etc.--as
you know, I am most interested. Incidentally, one of our
graduate students has been collecting a good deal of information
on mushroom lore in highland Guatemala. When he gets back here
we may collaborate on a paper; in any event, I shall be glad to
send you anything of interest that he has in hand.

With best wishes,

eter T. Furst

PS. My wife, Jill, and I have been collaborating on a lengthy
paper on mushrooms, part of which deals with page 24 of Codex
Vindobonensis and the mushroom ceremony depicted there. When it
is completed I'll send you a Xerox copy. 1t was "inspired," if
that is the word, by that perfectly nonsensical paper on mushroom
stones as pottery molds in American Antiquity.

INSTITUTE FOR MESOAMERICAN STUDIES (IMS) ¢ SOCIAL SCIENCE 371 » 518/457:1140
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT ALBANY .e 1400 WASHINGTON AVENUE » ALBANY, NEW YORK 12222
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29-XII-1976

Dr. Peter T, Furst

Institute for Mesoamerican Studies
State University of New York at Albany
1400 Washington Avenue

Albany, New York

Dear Peter:

I very much regret that you will not be a member of the panel of
specialists whom T have invited to participate in the ethnomycological sec-
tion of the IT IMC in 1977. The program is shaping up pretty well and I
expect that most details will be resolved within a couple of months.

The paper that you and your wife are working on is sure to be of
great interest and I appreciate your kindness in offering to send me a
pre-publication copy. I'll be extremely pleased to receive it.

I agree completely with your general assessment of Kohler's paper
in which he attempts a reinterpretation of mushroom stones. I think it would
not be difficult to refute several points in his thesis, including the whim-

sical if not ludicrous guess that Gordon's pottery figurine has her arm raised
possibly "greeting a bypasser.''(sic!)

With all best wishes to you and Jill for the new year,

Cordially,

Bernard Lowy . .=
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and assimilation into a lower class serf-like existence, This
paper seeks to illustrate eommon, although complex, phenomena
thus far poorly understood - the dual complementaries of cul tu-
ral continuity and cultural change, of ethnocide and ethnogene-
sis, It is prepared as an exposition of data and analysis fo-
cusing on one dynamic period of time in the lives of a particu-
lar people - the Canelos Quichua - who in their total situation
vig-a-vis national culture and national policies, may be taken
as a microcosm of cultural continuity-cultural change, and eth-
nogenetic—ethnocidal dynamics in Amazonian-Andean settings.

ETHNOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND AND SYNOPSIS

Ecuador is a small Andean country. One of its many spec-
tacular features is the double Andean chain which runs down its
center, Just east of the Andes, in clear view of dramatic vol-
canle snow-cones of over 20,000 feet, live two of the largest
concentrations of tropical forest Indians in central Ecuador.
Both speak Quichua (%_gggggjy of the Qgggﬁgg_language) which is
a language long associated with Incaic expansion in the high-
lands and well known as a lower—-class, rural, "Indian" means of
communication in contemporary highland Ecuador. These Jungle
Quichua live near the towns of Puyo and Tena, each the capital
of a province, Pastaza and Napo. All native Quichua speakers
refer to themselves as Runa (and to their language as runa
shimi - human speech). We have adopted the term "Canelos Qui-
chua to refer to the subjects of our research,

a territorial grouping of Canelos Quichua culture, will bo the
specific subject of this paper. About 10,000 people partici-
pate in Canelos Quichua culture, and about 20,000 more lowland
Ecuadorian native peoples speak mutually intelligible dialects.
In addition, some 15,000 more Jivaroan peoples participate in
comparable lifeways, and many of them intermarry with the Cac
nelos Quichua.

The indigenous ethnic systems of the Oriente, as all the
tropical rainforest territory east of the Ecuadorian Andes is
called, are in themselves fascinating. Among other thingsy
markers of a culture area in no way prohibit specific indivi-

Y, s € o ek by ETHN“'O* A®D. 1)1 oS
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19 - XT - 1976

Dr, Norman E. Whitten, Jr.

Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies
University of Illinois

Urbana, Illinois 61801

Dear Dr. Whitten:

I read with great interest your- paper on "Ecuadorian ethno-
cide and indigenous ethnogenesis,'" printed as an excerpt of your larger
work 'Sacha Runa,' in the IWGIA document 23, 1976.

What especially attracted my attention were the passages in
which you describe the myth of the "tree mushroom' known as ''ala' among
the Canelos Quichua, T wonder whether you have any information about its
identity? An unidentified "tree fungus' was reported by early missionaries
to Amazonian Peru and it was thought to be a constituent of an intoxicating
beverage used by the Yurimaguas. There is speculation that the hallucino-
genic mushroom Psilocybe yungensis Singer, collected between La Paz and Co-
roico, Bolivia in 1956 might be this elusive ''tree fungus,' but there is no
evidence for it. Have you or your co-workers ever collected the Ecuadorian
mushroom? Might this still be done? Its identification together with addi-
tional data on its manner of collection and use by the indigenous people
of the region would be of much value. I would greatly appreciate your kind-
ness in shedding any light that you can on these questions.

=

Sincerely yours,

3.

Bernard Lo
Professor of Botany

—m—

P.S. T have enclosed a reprint on an aspect of Guatemalan mythology
that may interest you.

enehorsl
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duals from crossing the boundaries. Indeed, bi-culturalism

and bi-lingualism are fairly common in certain areas of the
Sl NI

central Oriente.

From the national perspective, though, one important,
though false classificatory fact emerges: the overwhelming
majority of native peoples of the Oriente are classed as either
"Jivaro!", or "Quichua', and the contrast is widely thought to
designate very different cultures,

Ecuadorians are somewhat ambivalent about Jivaroans, On
the one hand, there is a certain pride that fierce and until
recently completely unconquered tribal peoples lived their head-
taking ways in the rugged jungle terrain. On the other hand,
there is a national shame that the land of Jivaroan insolence

AT pEm——
is as yet unconquered, and the conquest, as it grinds on, de-
pends nearly totally on foreign-manufactured planes and equip-
ment borne mostly by missionaries, oil searchers, and the 1_11—
CEER——— © aswee—

tary. FEcuadorians are not ambivalent about Quichua speakers,
who are generally regarded with contempt (Casagrande 1974), and
most certainly so when contrasted with the stercotype of Jiva-

roans.
CULTURAL, MARKERS OF THE CANELOS QUICHUA

The contemporary Canelos Quichua refer to themselves, in
Quichua, as Runa, person, indigenous person. Among themselves
they also use the term Alaj, mythic brother, to address men
from the acknowledged culture area, The derivation of the term
Alaj comes from a myth segment in which two brothers become se-
parated from one another. The older in search of the younger
wanders in the ¢orost and, in hunger, begins to breale off a piece
of tree mushroom, | ala.‘ As he pinches the mushroom it cries out
and turns iEEOhPHO qut_?rqphnz. The ala notion, to which I
will return, is important in defining a basic level of male
self-identification of the Canelos Quichua. Many men of Ancient
Times had the ability to send their souls,!ara,zinto spocia}
rocks or logs when their bodies died, from whence mushrooms

S — Y

would emerge to await wandering Runas who, in hunger, would
oy —

pinch the mushroom and awaken the ancient Runas., An interplay




2

between the need to wander, to be on the edge of destruction
due to war and illness, and the ability to awaken ancient souls
and effect a resuscitation of population and culture (the an-
cient soul regenerated ancient knowledge) is bound up in the
concept of Alaj (the j is possessive).

Male continuity is closely tied to the concept of soul
master spirit, gmasanga. As 1opg as Amasanga lives, and as_long
as mushrooms grow out of trees and rocks, the Canelos Quichua
men believe they will survive, even if there are no corporeal
representatives through the immediate centuries., Female con-
tinuity is part of a complex structure involving Amasanga’s
wife, Nunghuf, and the pottery tradition which is transmitted
from older women to younger women, From the female standpoint
the culture will live as long as the rock and clay-dye soul de-
signs endure, The union of man and woman constitutes a very
special huasi, household unit, among the Canelos Quichua, through
which cultural perpetuity is transmitted to future generations.
The culture area is divided into large Runa territories which
zre in turn partially subdivided into defensible subdivisions
for swidden horticulture called llacta. BEach llacta has a
founding shaman reference node.

The kinship system, ayllu, is seen by the Canelos Quichua
as descending from ancient times to the intermarried ancestors

of the contemporary elders, The interpenetration of ancestor
souls, and souls acquired in a process of male shamanistic power
quests, aliso seems characteristic of the Canelos Quichua, though
also structurally similar to the Jivaroan and perhaps other low-
land Quichua speakers,

Canelos Quichua shamans are regarded by other indigenous
peoples as the most powerful in eastern Ecuador, and their al-
liances and duels lead people to re-figure ayllu structure so
as to never belong to both ayllus of shamans bent on one an-
other ‘s destruction through the projection of spirit, supai,
darts. In the art of ritual, the culture has specific patterns
of performance which relate directly to kinship, mythology, sha-
manistic power and aspects of pottery design, and seem to set



-University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

Department of Anthropology 13 December, 1976
109 Davenport Hall

University of Illinois, Urbana

Urbana, Illinois 61801

Professor Bernard Lowy
Department of Botany
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Professor Lowy:

I delayed answering your good letter of 19 October, thinking
that I'd get over to the mycologists here and write you of a
positive identification of the wamdxxxEex "ala" which carries the
mythical symbolism of the Canelos Quichua, and which they class
as "mushroom”. It is woody, very rarely found, and I have two
examples. The growth itself is imbued with allusive, allegorical
qualities, which may signal Canelos Quichua knowledge of a
genuine hallucinogenic mushroom, but I hasten to add that I have
found no direct reference to such a mushroom. The hallucinogens
employed are Datura and Banisteriopsis and probably Psychotria,
though I've yet to get a positive idenitification of the latter
due to lack of a blossom. There is a picture of one of my
"alas" on page 52 of Sacha Runa.

I would be more than happy to send you the "ala" -- or both
of them, if they would be of help. It must be stressed though
that, after 23 months of intensive participamt observation, I
find no evidence for use of the ala, though the symbolism in every
way suggests use. Some of the materials I have collected could
have come from kEx Huichol. If you would like to examine my
material just let me know and I'll send both MESHRIANEXEXX
of the woody fungi right off,

; Thanks for the EEpx reprint, which I read w;th care and great

interest. And let me hear about your interest in examining these

central foci of Cpnelos Quichua mythology and ethnic identity.
With best regards.

Sircerel g
Hostelyy/

Professor
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20-XII-1976

Dr. Norman E., Whiften, Jr.
Department of Anthropology

109 Davenport Hall

University of Illinois, Urbana
Urbana, Illinois 61801

Dear Dr. Whitten:

Your kind letter was most welcome. Most of my weekend was spent
reading a large part of your important, engrossing book "Sacha Runa.? Through-
out South America, the struggle of forest people who over the centuries deve-
loped unique ways of life and now face extinction by ethnocide, is o?e of the
saddest chapters in contemporary history. Would that your sympathetic and pro-
foundly knowledgeable treatment of their life styles might result in arresting
this pernicious trend! But I fear that the bulldozer, in the hands of the greedy
and simple-minded will wreak physical and cultural destruction beyond repair.
As a botanist who has worked in forest regions of Brazil and Peru, I have, over
the past two decades, learned from and admired many indigenous people. I deeply
lament their suffering, though I am helpless to alleviate it.

Concerning the "ala," your photograph on p. 52 is, T think, suffi-
cient to allow an identification to be made. It is a Basidiomycete of the fam}ly
Polyporaceae (small pores on the under surface of the cap should be clearly-v151—
ble with a hand lens), the genus Ganoderma, species lucidum, It is cosmopolitan
in its distribution and I would not be surprised if you found it in or ne?r
Urbana, on rotting wood. It is fairly common in wooded areas here. Wasson's
"Soma" illustrates this fungus in color on plates 14 & 15, under the verna?ular
name '"Ling Chih," considered by the Chinese to be a "suPernatural Eungﬂs with
miraculous powers.' (p. 82) The striking anthropomorphic pottery 'ala that you
show on p. 54 is extremely interesting. Your passing refe?ence to it on p. 91
would seem to rule out any special significance that it mlght-have.today, but
the myth that you relate on p. 53 (and note 17, p. 63) empba31?es its deep-
seated importance at least in the past. Tncidentally, the varnished appearance
of the fungus (as seen in Wasson's plates) is quite variable, and the surface may
appear dull rather than shiny.

With kindest regards,

Cordially yours,
Berng?;§;221-- —_—

Aﬁzﬁ.aw 4m»h%;mwu4 / ﬂﬂifini’ n??{?






University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY

109 Dayenport Hall 9 February 1977
Urbana, lllinois 61801

(217) 333-3616

Dr. Bernard Lowy

Department of Botany
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 30803

Dear Dr. Lowy:

Your December 20 letter came about an hour prior to my
departure for six weeks of field research in eastern Ecuador. I
took it, your reprint and the Wasson book with me. Thanks very
much for the information enclosed. It stimulated me to inquire
more deeply into such matters. I was able to elicit more information
on the secret use of a white mushroom with reputedly psychotropic
properties by some shamans, and ag promise to have some of these
avaiadllbe for me on my return. I also elicited information on two
red muUshrooms with properties "no longer used." I enclose one,
which is not uncommon in the area outside of Puyo. The other is
supposed to be quite rare, but many people have told me they would
note the place of its growth when they come upon it in the jungle,
and I can collect one or two on my return.

My wife and I will be back at our field site by the first of May,
this year, if not sooner., End I will communicate with you from
Puyo just as soon as I have either the white or red mushroom, or both.
In the meantime, let me know if the enclosed is of special interest.
Since it is not rare I suspect it is well known, but this is far
from my field.

With best regards,
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Dr. Norman Whitten 16-IT=-1977
Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies

University of Illinois

Urbana, Illinois 61801

Dear Dr. Whitten:

I was glad to have your reply to my earlier letter and especially to
know that you have already made pertinent inquiries among some shamans of Ecuador
concerning the use of (presumably) hallucinogenic mushrooms. Their 'secret use of
a white mushroom with reputedly psychotropic properties' could turn out to be of
great interest. The cultic overtones are obvious, and to my knowledge, you will be
the first to have pursued such inquiries in Ecuador. Perhaps you will find that
elusive "tree mushroom'" or "ala.'" On my last trip to Peru (1972) I taught for several

-months at the Univ. of Piura, but was able.to get away now and then to collect in

the "montafia.' Curiously though, it was in the mercado of Piura that-I came across
the hallucinogenic cactus well known to curanderos and others there as the "San
Pedro" and to botanists as Trichocereus pachanoi. Unknown'to me at the time, Douglas
Sharon was investigating its use and he later published an article on it in "Flesh
of the Gods" (Peter T.Furst ed. Praeger. 1972,) In the limited time that T had; T
found no psychotropic mushrooms, although they are almost certainly there. I was
luckier last summer in Guatemala where I found Psilocybe mexicana, previously known
only from Mexico where it was collected years ago by Heim and Wasson. This June T
plan to return to Guatemala to inquire about its possible use among the curanderos,

The red fungus you sent me is indeed very common throughout the American
tropics where I have collected it often, from Mexico to Argentina., It is the Basidio-

P mycete (Polyporaceae) Pycnoporus sanguineus, It is neither psychotropic nor edible

but some years ago I found that it had its used among the indigenous population in
Peru, T was in Pucallpa in 1958, staying with the "Lingufsticos de Verano' at ‘Lake
Yarinococha and T spent a little time with the Shipibos who had a colony nearby,
Pycnoporus sanguineus was of course plentiful (always on dead wood) and I asked them
whether they had any use for it. My joking reference to the possibility that it
might be edible elicited laughter, since everyone knew that it. was used for body
paint, The pigment is water soluble and by boiling some specimens in water, a con-
centrated dye can be obtained. However, the fresh, moist specimen mgy_also;belﬁrbbed
directly on the body. Here is a smear from your specimen saakediin'wategztfv 5 R
The Shipibos also told me that the dye was used for painting thtEIy,HBUt-,n
I did not get a demonstration. . s

Just a word about collecting fungi should you want® to preservezany:ofﬁthem

" for the record, If you hope.to keep any in good condition they must .be-dried to drive

off all the water possible. If this is not done you will have fungi growing upon other
fungi and the specimen ruined. Big, fleshy agarics (mushrooms) are. a ‘great problem in

" tropical climates. Artifical heat almost always must be used. If you can get them back

to an oven, dry them using low heat until the specimens are stiff; or improvise. For
small, fragile specimens, strong sunlight for a few hours is generally sufficient.

. Never keep fresh collections in plastic containers long if temperature and humidity

are high, I wrap everything in sheets of old newspaper,in the field.

Wifh a1l best wishes to you and your wife. for a successful summeéer

in Ecuador, Sincerel ’ 4{
_ s /3. sy



THE UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
BURLINGTON, VERMONT 05401

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY
December 6, 1976

Dr. B. Lowy

Mycology Herbarium

Botany Department

Louisian State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Doctor Lowy:

I wish to thank you for your papers which arrived last week. I was much
interested in your review of Religion and m@shrooms. I was somewhat familiar
with the work of the Wassons from their conversations when they visited me as
well as their publications and with Dr. Heim's workgn the identification of
the Mexican halucinogenic mushrooms, although I did not discuss it with him
on my last visit to Paris, I have been only ¥aguely informed about later
work.Your find of the Galindo Codex is astonishing.

Your ddditions to neotropical Tremellales is interesting and welcome.

As soon as I finished identifying my Guatemalan lichens and finished a
short paper on lichens from Baja Californiaaccumulated through many years,
I have started work for the Bishop Museum of Honolulu. For many years their
flowering plant collectors had been accumulating bark lichens of seldom visited
Polynesian islands, The literature is very scattered and I have had to consider
Java, Borneo, New Guinea and the Philippines for western Polynesia. I have been
collecting original descriptions and writing keys to the descriptions. He local
Hawaiian specimmns are easier as Magnusson published an excellend work in 1955

Last summer my laboratory and herbarium were moved to another renovated
building across the campus and it took quite a while to unpack and get settled

Mrs. Dodge joins me in wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,

Sincerely yours

MM
Carroll W, Dodge

Professor




The University of Vermont

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY
MARSH LIFE SCIENCE BUILDING
BURLINGTON, VERMONT 05401 U.S.A.

17 November 1976

Dr. Bernard Lowy

Botany Department
Louisisana State University
Baton Rouge, LA 70803

Dear Dr. Lowy,

I am writing a textbook for Harper and Row
designed to present botany to non-science
students. One section of the book deals with
various aspects of fungi., I am trying to
locate a good, crisp black and white photo-
graph of the Jew's Ear fungus. I wrote to
Don Rogers and he suggested that I get it
touch with you. I know that there has been
a revision of the name, but the one I want
was Hirneola auricula-judae, now Hirneola
auricula,

I'm also looking for a black/white of a
fairy ring and would appreciate suggestions
on who might have one.

I regret that all I can offer you would be a
eredit in the book.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

i
Richard M. Klein

An Equal Opportunity Employer




LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY o QoMo
AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE « LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences

£RICAp,
‘,\3
@
e
Wpyz103°

%,

"75-191©
LSuU
DEFARTMENT OF BOTAMNY

A BICENTENNIAL
UNIVERSITY

24-XT1-1976

Dr. Richard M. Klein
University of Vermont
Department of Botany
Burlington, Vermont 05401

Dear Dr. Klein:

I have a negative on glass of Auricularia auricula but am re-
luctant to send it through the mail. I think you will find a satisfac-
tory print of it in Mycologia 44:665. 1952. "A" or "B'" would probably
be suitable for copying and you may eliminate the letter if you like. T
hope that you will cite the presently accepted name, Auricularia auricula
(Hooker) Underwood, rather than its synonym. A complete synonymy is given
in Flora Neotropica No. 6, Tremellales. p.19. (1971).

I should think that Alex Smith or O,K.Miller, among other agari-
cologists, should have a good photo of a fairy ring.

With best wishes for the success of your project,

Sincerely yours,



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

409 SOCIAL SCIENCE BUILDING
UNIVERSITY PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 16802

College of the Liberal Arts Area Code 814

Department of Anthropology March 2. 1976 865-2509
3

Dr. B. Lowy

Mycological Herbarium
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Dear Dr. Lowy:

I wish to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your two latest
reprints concerning your research on Mesoamerican mushrooms. I
am hoping to get around to an analysis of Kaminaljuyu religious
behavior and your studies will be of considerable help.

All the best,

Préfessor of Anthropology

JWM/cl




STANLEY H. BOGGS
APARTADO -10¥0
SAN SALVADGR, BL SALVADOGR, C. A.

15 Feb. 1976
Dear Dr. Lewy (er Den Bernarde):

Thank yeu fer yeur kind inquiry ef the 5th, te
which I am hysterically happy te reply that the Guatemalan
tquake did ne damage here, though its reflectiens scared
the hell eut of us, even this far away. 0ddly, the Pacific
Ceast of Guatemala was likewise unaffected. Se far as I've
been able te determine -- extremely difficult se far, with enly
neminal cemmunicatien pessible -- ne gringees were killed er
serioeusly damaged, se ene hepes the Penn. expeditien members
in Quirigua(near the epicenter) and the Sheeks in Antigua are
alive and functiening. This quake hit extremely hard a number
of zenes nermally net subject te tremers and perhaps for that
reason the death and injury tell has been se high. 1In Highland
and Caribbean ceast villages, since in the past 'quakes haven't been
all that great there, the heuses are most coemmenly built ef
adebes, which resist peerly. Yeu leesen an adebe wall and the
reof smashes yeu flat, as seems te have happened te all these
small tewns in central, and easstern, Guatemala. The ruins mest
gravely affected, I've heard, were Mixce Vieje and Iximche.

Thank yeu,again,fer the reprint ef yeur latest research
en henges. This cemes at a time when we are desparately searching
for material te aid in putting tegether a medest exhibitien en
ancient medicines and drugs fer the National Museum. One help
fer this sert ef thing would be if we ceuld ebtain 8 (O 1A
enlargements frem yeu of views of the actual ceremeny in which
amanita in its varieties were censumed, and ef any ether .
rites which use natural drugs(e.g., datura). Naturally I will
defray whatever cests are invelved. The aim @s te educate
the present pepulace en the reole of these ancient drugs in
the ancient culture -- hepe we den't simply inferm the hippies
on hew te use the stuff!

De hepe you get dewn te see us seeon, paturally _
witheut earthquakes, and yeu have the time te give us a 3 15k
on this difficult exhibitien. Incidentally, the Museum new
has a temporary exhibitien ef present drugs and cures as
sold in the small tewns, tegether with magic spells and all
that. Perhaps you'd best scuttle this way ya if net befeore?

Again thank yeu fer yeur kind inquiry and heping

te see you soeén.
S des!
Bk



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA . 70803
College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

20-I1-1976

Dear Stanley:

It was good to have your letter and to know that you escaped the
wrath of Sucunyum, Cizin and lesser gods of the pantheon. My experience with
quakes is shamefully limited. I can't even boast of having been thrown out of
bed. Only a few tremors in Lima that broke some cheap crockery.

Regarding your forthcoming exhibit on ancient medicines, I'm en-
closing 2 slides that might be useful to you. They feature Marfa Sabina - curan-
dera ilustre de Huautla de Jiménez (Oaxaca)- that I took during the first 20 minutes
or so ot the ceremony, while I still had my senses about me and could handle the
camera. Thereatter a deplorable loss of objectivity set in so that I didn't and
couldn't care a damn about cameras, notebooks and other terrestrial trivia..I've
written a briet account of my experience in Revista Interamer. Rev. 1: 39-49. 1971.
Reprints are gone but I could xerox it if you're really interested. One of the
slides shows Marfa lighting the velas and in the other, copal smoke can be seen
rising from the floor. The mushrooms were ceremonially passed through the incense
before being offered to the participants. Please return the slides as soon as prac-
ticable. I use them in illustrated talks that I give here and there. They are unpublisk
but if suitable to your needs you may make prints for your display.

I would like very much to get back to El Salvador and look into the
hallucinogenic mushroom question and related matters. There is a chance that i
get down your way if my miniscule fund holds out this summer. I'm invited to Guate-
mala to give a cursillo de micologfa/etnomicologia but details have not been worked
out yet and since the quake I have not heard from my colleagues at the university.
Meanwhile I am at work organizing a symposium on ethnomycology for the II Inter-
national Mycological Congress of which section I am Chairman. So far I have some
pretty high-powered attractions lined up, including Schultes, Wasson and Allegro.
Please let me know whether you expect to be in San Salvadoe during the latter part
of June. I may be able to get away then to visit you.

con los afectuosos saludos de
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UNIVERSIDAD DE SAN CARLOS DE GUATEMALA

FACGULTAD DE CC. Q0. Y FARMACIA

ESCUELA DE BIOLOGIA
MUSEO DE HISTORIA NATURAL
JARDIN BOTANICO
Av, de la Morn%ﬂ, Zona 10
, CE DA
GUATEMALA, 'ROAMERICA Gmtmla’ ,‘}\mio 28 de 1’ 976.
J. B, 360=76,

Dr, Bernard Lowy,

Department of Botany

Arts and Sciences,

Louisiana State University

and Agricultural and Mechanical College,

Baton Rougo.
Louisiana, 70803,

U. sz A‘:
Estimado Doctor Lowy:

Aunque no he tenido la suerte de poderle ver durante su visita a Guae
temala, reciba, como siempre, mis expresiones de aprecio y afectoe

Adjunto a la presente le ruego encontrar una cita de Manuel Orozco y
Berra, escrita en 1,880, acerca del uso que hacen los nahuatls de los hon
go8, llamados cuauhuanacatl; es de hacer notar que Orozco y Berra cita )
como fuente de estos datos a P, Durdn, Capftulo XI,

Sin otro particular, quedo su atento y seguro servidor,

"ID Y ENSEfAD A TODOS"

CeC e Archiw,

MIR/rs,




"El baile prosiguid al dfa immediato, El regalo de ropas y adornos
no se hizo sélo 4 reyes y sefiores, mas también 4 los guerreros de todas dew
nominaciones, 4 los sacerdotes de los templos grandes y chices, y afin 4
todos los ancianos y menestero os de la ciudad, Tizoc se puso en la cabesza
la diadema de oro esmaltada de piedras verdes llamada riuhhuitzolli, y en la
nariz la piedra dicha ziuhhuitl, mezclédndose en la danza con Nezahualpilli,
llevédndole la bolsa del incienso y Chimalpopoca con unas codornices; de uma
manera pmcoe;i.cnal fueron hasta las gradas del templo, volviendo en la misma
forma hasta el lugar del teponaztli y tlapanhuehuetl, los cuales incensb, sa
crificando las avecillas, El anciano Cihuacoatl tombé enténces parte en la

danza, y para hacerla mis animada comieron los hongos dichos cuavhuanacatl,

los cuales tenfan la propiedad de trastornar el juicio produciendo una espe-

cie de embriaguez. Cuatro dias arreo duré este festejo, habiendo en cada

uno banquetes y refrescos & su modo, con reparto de ropas, alhajas y plumee
ria, con una profusién derrochadora,® (367-368),

Cita Bibliogrdfica:

Orozco y Berra, Manuel, Historia Antigua y de la Conquista de México,
Tomo Tercero, Tipografia de Gonzalo A, Esteva, Méxicoe 1,880,

527 péginas,

mwédwj{»;w&” 'p
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FACULTAD DE CC. QQ. Y FARMACIA
ESCUELA DE BIOLOGIA
MUSEO DE HISTORIA NATURAL
JARDIN BOTANICO
Ay, de la Reforma 0-43, Zona 10 !
SUATEMALG N CRRTTR0ANERcA Guatemala, junio 28 de 1,976,

J' Bo 3&'76.

Dr. Bernard Lowy,

Department of Botany

Arts and Sciences,

Louisiana State University

and Agricultural and Mechanical College.
Baton Rouge,

Loulsiana, 70803,

U. s. A.

Estimado Doctor Lowy:

Atmque no he tenido la suerte de poderle ver durante su visita a Gua=
temala, reciba, como siempre, mis expresicnes de aprecio y afecto,

Adjunto a la presente le ruegec encontrar una cita de Manuel Orozco y
Berra, escrita en 1,880, acerca del uso que hacen los nahuatls de los hon
gos, llamados cuauvhuanacatl; es de hacer notar que Orosco y Berra cita
como fuente de estos datos a P, Durén, Capitule XI,

Sin otro particular, quedo su atento y seguro servidor,

"ID Y ENSEfAD A TODOS"

E il G v e

Lic. MARIO DARY R.

DIRECTOR
R » R = |
Universidad de San Corlos ‘
CeC o Archiw, Focdled d2 C.CQQ: y Farmacia |
Escue.a de Biologia |
MDR/rs, it _
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"El baile prosiguié al dfa immediato, El regalo‘ de ropas y adornos
no se hizo sblo 4 reyes y séfiores, mas también 4 los guerreros de todas dee
nominaciones, & los sacerdotca de los templos grandes y chicos, y aiin 4
todos los ancianos y menesteromos de la ciudad, Tizoc se puso .en la cabeza

la diadema de oro esmaltada de piedras verdes llamada riuhhuitzolli, y en la

" nariz la piedra dicha ziuhhuitl, mezcléndose en la danza con Nezahualpilli,

1levéndole 1a bolsa del incienso y Chimalpopoca con unas codornices; de una
manera procesd.orial_ fueron hasta las gradas del templo, volviendo en la misma

forma hasta el lugar del teponaztli y tlapanhuehuetl, los cuales incensé, sa

 erificandoc las avecillas., E1 anciano Cihuacoatl tomé enténces parte en la.

danza, y para hacerla més animada comisron los hongos dichos cuauhuanacatl,
los cuales ‘tenfan la propiedad de trastornar el juicio produciendo una espe-
cie de amhria.guos.. Cuatro di;ag arreo duré este festejo, habiendo en cada
une banquetes y refrescos 4 su modo, con reparte de ropas, alhajas. y plume-
ria, con una profusifn d.ermchadom.' (367~368)

cita BIbliogrdfica:r

Orosco y Berra, Manuel, Historia Antigua y de la Conquista de México,

Tomo Tercero, Tipografia de Gonzalo A. Esteva, México. 1,880,
527 péginas,

)y the Hunt institute tor botanical PDocumentatioln




22 de julio de 1976

Lic. Mario Dary R., Director
Universidad de San Carlos
Facultad de CC.QQ. y Farmacia
Escuela de Biologia

Jardin Botdnico

Av. de la Reforma 0-43, Zona 10
Guatemala, C, A.

Estimado Dr. Dary:

Recién regresé de mi viaje a Guatemala y he encontrado su amable carta
junto con la referencia bibliogrédfica de Manuel Orozco y Berra.

Le agradezco mucho su bondad en llamar a mi atencién este parafo
interesante que subraya otra vez la importancia de ciertos hongos en los
ritos de los antiguos mexicanos,

Lamento que Ud. no estaba en el jardfn boténico en el momento cuando
yo pasé a saludarle., 0jald que yo tenga mis suerte en mi préximo viaje.
Mientras tanto reciba Ud, los cordiales saludos de su amigo y colega

Bernard Lowy
Profesor de Boténica




STANLEY H. BOGGS

AparTADG oo O | O
SAN SALVADOR, BL SALVADOR, C. A.

15 May 1976
Dear Don Bernardo:

Haven't replied to your kind letter of 20 February
previously because I wanted to include with my thanks your
slides.

I sent the slides to Kodak for making 8 x 10
enlarged prints to accompany our nascent thematic exhibition
on pre-Columbian medicines and drugs and they were returned
to me just yesterday, via Tomas Vilanova, who picked them
up there(Miami photo outlet for Eastman). Hope this delay
hasn't messed up your lecture sefies and, needless to repeat,
am no end grateful to you for permitting us to make copies.
Needless to say, credit will be specified for the thotographer-
participant.

I am still doubtful as to whether the pottery "hongos"
here are really mushroom Symbols inasmuch as the cap(if hongos )
is generally pecked, rough , scarred, or scaled off. This
suggests the beating the bottom of a pot takes in domestic use,
but am uncertain whether amanita or other mushrooms used in
ceremonies, if applied to a pottery surface in a religious rite,
would exude enough acid to chew up a pottery surface. Perhaps
you have looked into this aspect via experimentation? If there
isn't something connected with the ceremony which could cause
such deterioration of the so-called cap of these pottery hongos,
I question whether we can include them in the paraphernalia of
the ceremony. what do you think?

I expect to be here until at least November so will
look forward to your possible ®isit in June. Perhaps we could
persuade you to give a lecture on ethnomycology here? Or even
a series of talks, such as you mention for Guatemala: 1f
persuadeable, let me know and I'll get the Biology boys at
the local University to get in touch with you.

Yes, we'd appreciate a Xerox copy of your paper on
the mushroom ceremony you attended if it isn't toe inconvenient:
am sure it would be very helpful to our man in charge of the
thematic exhibition.

All best wishes, thanks for the slides, and

Saludoes!



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY
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BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA . 70803

College of Arts and Sciences
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Dear Dr Lowy,
I hope you have had a very successful trip.

There appears to have been some slight mis-
understanding about the article youff requested and whi
I wrote and sent to Rebrowski in your absence. It
came back with a covering letter from a certain Richar
Hall saying that it did not come up to ''the standards
of scholarship which we have set for Revista/Review
Interamericana'" and suggesting I might try it on
"a magazine with a more popular orientation'".

I thought what was regugred was a short
summary for " a largely professional but still general
audience" of the thesis on my SACRED MUSHROOM AND
THE CROSS. I would appear to have erred on the
side of ''readability" ! I am sorry. As I said
in my reply (addressed to Zebrowskij; it should
I suppose really have gone to Hall) it is many years
since I wrote on spec. for learned journals and
am usually commissioned to write articles for
popular magazines. I have filed the offending
article, but should not wish you to think that I
had not fulfilled my promise of last February to
make the effort. Perhaps one day my scholarship
will come up to Revista's standard @

No, let's not be beastly; I quite under-
stand the dilemma facing the editor of a learned
journal. I really did think all wes that was required
was a general account of the thesis with a particu-
lar orientation towards the South American field,
in which I become more and more interested. I hoped
the detailed information I set out in THE SACRED M.
would be accessible to those scholars who wished to
pursue the matter further, so that I need not over-
burden my paper with notes, philological data, and
S0 oh. Enough.of that. I shall be most interested
to hear of your researches, particularly on fungus
nomenclature.

All god wishes, . (i:;;}kjLA*’"V“

Dr Bernard Lowy,
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 70863

PS: Incidentally, if you have a local campus
magazine who might like the simplified fungus
treatment, you're welcome to have it. Drop me a line,
and I'll put it in the post.



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE « LOUISIANA . 70803
College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

23 August, 1973

Dear Professor Allegro:

When I returned from Central America only a short time ago, T
found your letter awaiting me. I was surprised and dismayed to learn that
the article which you so generously consented to write for the "Revista"
at my request was turned down by Mr. Richard Hall, for a reason that seemed
to me quite incredible. Since I do not know Mr. Hall, I immediately wrote
to the editor, Dr. John Zebrowski, asking for an explanation. I received
a reply from Mr. Hall telling me that he is the Acting Director during Dr.
Zebrowski's absence on sabbaticl leave. Mr. Hall confessed that you were
unfamiliar to him and that he had not heardof your book 'The sacred mush-
room and the cross." In view of Mr. Hall's'ignorance on these matters, I
enlightened him somewhat concerning them and he now tells me that he is
"most apologetic" to you. He seems genuinely contrite but tells me that
"if Professor Allegro could stress any new insights or investigations
the piece would fall more logically within the definition of the journal
as a source of information not readily available elsewhere." However this
may be, I leave it to your judgement either to slightly modify your article
(perhaps by the addition of a brief paragraph, in order to meet this cri-
ticism)or to send it to me unchanged and allow me to resubmit it with my
recommendation for its publication. As I think T indicated quite clearly

in my original request for your article, I consider anything that you may
have to say on this subject not only pertinent but very important. But I
did not count on having to educate an editor, a matter of some delicacy to
which my talents may not be conspicuously suited.

(Biissr S

B Lowy—/~""

With kindest regards,

PS- Yes, my trip to Guatemala and Mexico in search of further evidence
regarding indigenous mushroomic mythology turned out to be of some
interest. I am enclosing a pre-publication copy of a brief article
now in press (in "Mycologia") which summarizes my findings.



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA - 70803
College of Arts and Sciences

i

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

e [ 728

f ave fus] ol from T &ZZ\_
Rl o rh "&.‘IW&;"
7Ze Fafor "Vl elly e cacrall
MMM-,... »m J Mft ke




S 2HORE
FROM : JOHN ALLEGRO, ‘iiiEng RSONAGE:" ST..MARK'S, BALLASALLA. ISLE OF MAN,
TELEPHONE s CASTLETOWN ‘2345

e a7

e A

C%wvalm R Ny

L)(S“ '?vﬂ.\/\"r__&. &;{-—x—-. B L\.—ne-ﬁ_ QAN Qooeﬂ. wvre Al

Gl

\"'-.




LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803
College of Arts and Sciences

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

m?_ T tieh U ) whall lan
ity el Mosctinas foo fortFan Tt~

WWW%M?I%?»T&'
w:z@ Mfm—mwh

75@2;2 -&(-Z/BH' 7

ﬂua.?a— o o071
Hnec &Mzb_looé?&»fﬁ-;;.z_\

-Td-fm “4..,4...7,,.4.445/%
ES



290w 72

P e
S S ¥ ke shle Yo

e e Rmedsun Bdlsholiine | da el

ar Nele.  enn U Qa_ \ Yty }d..l

Ry Wopeok night — Juaar.

———

- il s L E e SR R &

8 lakr  sme ’ B b e Tl

it 5 have wot &s;“e‘,.,
b et d»a.gr

dd' Q&  mew bSook ,.jf.»,:;k._d .

waOv OLHW"_\

o

\M-;VL;.)) % Munww

- 4"—""0114* @i ‘I”L,, % : A—«-—-—rﬁ;% EC g

LR R e I ORI e | ORA NN/

l”/d"“- lO\-\a h

4 L
rrrstitute 101

“".

| Leeurnren



19 February 1973

Dear Professor Lowy,

Thank you for your letters of the 5th February,
just to hand. I shall, of course, be happy to
contribute the article you mention. You don't mention
a date, so perhaps Yyou will be kind enough to leave it
with me to produce as soon as I can. I am just now
in the throes of producing the opening chapters of
a new book for a publisher.

Tt is really most kind of you to send a print
of your excellent photograph of p.XI of Ehe Galindo
Codex. You just cannot be wrong in your interpretation,
and it is most interesting.

T will write again as soon as I can.

With all good wishes,

yours sincerely,

Professor B. LOWY,
louisiana State University
Baton Rouge

La. 70803




LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHAMICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE . LOUISIANA . 70803
College of Arts and Sciences

BEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

5 mandy 197,

Professor Johpn Allegro
Craigmore, Ballasalla
Isle of Man, British Isles

Dear Professor Allegra:

I am delighted that you have accepted my invitation to
write an article for the "Revista/Review Interamericana.' Although
the journal is quite new, the first number having appeared in the
spring of 1971, it has a rather wide circulation (largely in aca-
demia) throughout Latin America and to a lesser extent in Europe,
Australia and the United States.

The journal is published quarterly and should you wish
to have your article come out in the next number, I should receive
the manuscript (double-spaced) not later than April 25. Vol. II, No.
4 is now in press and your paper would then be included in Vol. ITI,
No.l.

With thanks and kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

A4

Berna
Consulti Editor
RevistafReview Interamericana
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228 CHAPTER V. PLANT NAMES AND MYSTERIES OF FUNGUS

‘Basil’, ?<*1 GIG; cp. Pl NH XIX 119: “seeds covered with a skin” (J VI
n. 16); from “pod” or “uterus” shape, NH Aram N'P'P Ricinus communis
Linn. (Léw Pﬂ 1 pp- 609&:) = kike, xirwor, Egyp. k3k3; cp- PP ]?2!2? M. Sabh
2:1; | XI p. 96; = kpdrawvos pila (Gal XIX 115; Thphr I x 1); cp. KpoTdiy,
croton ‘tick’, Syr 13:0 ‘Ricinus’; (0 ‘tick’ (the Ricinus being so called
“because of the resemblance of the seed pod to that insect” — the seed-pod
being “like a slender grape of pale colour” (P NH XV 25); kpordw 2<*GUR-
TUN “womb-pod” = I'éprvv, Gortyn(a), the town in Crete where stood the
famous plane tree (XII n. 40) in whose shade Zeus 1mpregnatcd Europa (Pl
NH XII II) = p.vp‘rov myrtle b&rry, vulva’. J
With BH TP cp. Lat ciconia ‘stork’, as a “womb-bird” .l, XI p. 96;
and/or derived from the shape of the mushroom, cp. ciconia a “T-" shaped
implement used for measuring furrows’; and for shape factor, cp. Aram
R299X ittle cross = mushroom and transferred to the Ricinus (see Low
Pfl p. 610) |, XII n. 72. For the mushroom as a ‘volva’ plant, | XI pp. o1ff.
and Pl NH XXII 93f.; similarly the Carob, Acc #™ harfiby, NH 2791 and
cogn. <*HAR-UB “hollow-pod” > HARUB ‘ant’ (i.e. larva insect) and

0 -

(via*GAR-UB ?) > MURUB ‘vulva’, cp. Arab < )_9- ‘anus’, 4y == ‘sieve;
vulva’; cp. the goddess Kadvjib (><*GAR-UB-SU “fructified-womb’ ) who
gave Hermes Nectar and Ambrosia, Od 5.93; and ydpuBdis (?<*GAR-UB-
TIL/TES “womb-of-life/sex”), the vortex opposite ZkvAda “Scylla” (2<*SI-

GUL-LA “knobbed-bolt” i.e. the phallus | n. 8.

=Of the Carob, the pods were “not longer than a man’s finger, and occa-
sionally curved like a sickle, with the thickness of a man’s thumb” (P1 NH
XV 95). For Carob as synonymous with the mushroom, cp. Sum ¢ ERI,-TiL-
LA (“semen-of-life”) = Acc pariibu, hardly the Ceratonia siligua! Cp. the
purposeful play on the name in Enoch 32:3fF. in describing the “tree of life”
with “leaves like a carob” (| XVII p. 155).
For Lat siliqua ‘pod’: ?<*SILA-GU “‘groin/womb-pod”; by transposi-
tion, 2> Zepédn (i.e. *silagu>*simalu> Zeuékn), mother of Dionysus.
For the “doves’ dung” of Il Kgs 6:25: ?<*HAR-IA-Us-NA = *BAR-
JA-Us-NA (= Hawwvia 1 11 n. 25) “container-of-fecundity” i.e. the womb,

and thus = "Carqb”.

BH M ‘dove’ <*IA-Us-NA “fecundity” asin *BAR-IA-Us-NA = Bapiwvé
Matt 16:17 and Hawwvia } 1 n. 25. Cp. Hepiorepedsv ‘Holy Plant’ and mepiarepe
‘dove’ <*BAR-US-TAR “womb” (on “womb-birds” | XI), hence the
dove is the bird of Venus (4 III n. 1), cp. didwy, Dione 2<*IA- Us-NI

25 ‘womb’); cp. P1 NH X 107 of pigeons and turtle-doves,

HAPTER V. PLANT NAMES AND MYSTERIES OF FUNGUS 229

i _." “‘fccundlty , and Dionaeus (columba: Statius, P. Papuuus, Silvae 3, s, 80);

e 2s the bird of fertility, cp. Sum TU-MUSEN = Acc summatu (2<ZUM
“the equal of
spmows in salaciousness”: cp. BH 71B% and cogn. *SEN-BUR;5 “womb-
bird” = orpovbiov <*US-TAR-TU “fecund-womb” = rpuydw ‘turtle-dove’
.. 2<*US-TAR-UGUN “fecund, pregnant-womb”.

' Cp. also BH ?I1 ‘young of birds’ 2<*GU-ZAL “‘white-pod” i.c. egg,
and cp. Acc pilii ‘egg’ and = Mandrake (Sum NAM-TAR pp. 41f)).

u, } X1l pp. 115fE.

i .

§ 5. In southern Mexico recent study of the religious use of hallucinogenic

mushrooms has identified at least 20 species, belonging to Conocybe, Panaeolus,
Psilocybe, Stropharia, and most important, Psilocybe mexicana; see R. Heim

| and R. G. Wasson, Les Champignons Hallucinogenes du Mexigue (Editions,

Museum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, 1958); for the drugs involved, see A.
" . Hofmann in Chemical Constitution and Pharmocodynamic Action, ed. A. Burger,

New York, 1968, p. 169.

k - -
@ There seems good reason to believe that the religious cult of the soma plant,

subject of more than a hundred hymns in the Rig Veda, centred on the
Amanita_muscaria (] 1l n. 1; cp. the Pers samarfh ‘mushroom’ and the
Magian name {wpapiris for “Hellebore™: ?<*SU-MAR, of which perhaps
the Rig Veda’s sorma is an abbreviation.

In Guatemala, “mushroom stones” may perhaps point to the existence of
asacred fungus cult some 3,500 years ago. In more recent times the use of the
mushroom as an inebriant has centred in two main centres: extreme western
Siberia, among the Finno-Ugrian peoples, the Ostyak and Vogul; and
extreme northeastern Siberia, among the Chukchi, Koryak and Kamchadal.
Among the Lapps of Inari in Europe and the Yat;gi? of northernmost
Siberia, Amanita muscaria was used by the medicine-men. It has been sug-
gested that it was this drug that gave the ancient Norsemen that maniacal
fury on the battlefield called ‘berserker’ rage: see V.P. and R. G. Wasson,
M“Shrooms, Russia and History, New York, 1957; R. G. Wasson in Ethno-
Pharmalogic Search for Psychoactive Drugs ed. D. Efron (USPHS Publication
No. 1654) Washlngton DC (1967), p- 405; Soma, Divine Mushroon of Immor-
tality, New York, 1969; R. E. Schultes “Hallucinogens of Plant Origin” in
Stience Vol. 163, No. 3864, 17 Jan. 1969, pp. 245—54.

BH DIND “capital’, M ‘crown’ (Esther 1:11, 2:17, 6:8); Acc katarru ‘mush-

a1 Cole, L QCIIE
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA - 70803

College of Arts and Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

2 February 1973

Professor John M. Allegro
University of Manchester
Manchester, England

Dear Professor Allegro:

I am writing this inquiry in my capacity as a Consulting Editor of
the "Interamerican Review,' a bilingual (English-Spanish) journal which
has very broad interests in the arts and sciences. It is published by
the Inter American University of Puerto Rico.

The recent awakening to the importance of plant hallucinogens and
the role that some of these have played in the religious life of past
civilizations has been reflected in numerous books and articles. Prominent
among these works has been your book, 'The sacred mushroom and the
cross." Unluckily, my ignorance of Sumerian, Hebrew, and Sanskrit is
total, but elsewhere in your book I have followed your presentation with
the closest attention and find it extremely cogent and illuminating.
I cannot help but believe that much of the criticism directed against your
thesis must be unjustified.

Would you be willing to contribute a short (or long) article summarizing
your views for a largely professional but still general audience who like
myself, may be intensely interested in your interpretations? A '"criticism"
that T find incredible and completely unworthy is that your work is a
"spoof"! Far more likely, this opinion is a poorly disguised excuse for
ignorance - perhaps not unmixed with envy.

Please be good enough to let me know whether you would favor our
journal with your commentary.

Sincerely yours,

B. Lowy
Professor of Botany &
Consulting Editor, Interamerican Review
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