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Brooklyn College

Bedford Avenue & Avenue H, Brooklyn 10, N, Y.

Department of Biology

November 5,1954
Dr,Bernard Lowy
Department of Botany,Bacteriology & Plant Pathology
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Dear Dr.Lowy ARERYR!
Hello Bernie--I believe that is what we called you back

in the dim past of the L,I,U, days, And congratulations upom obtaining
your docjorate which I had rumors of some time ago and now I know to be
an histbrical fact, ThE thing that prompted this "epistle" is the fact
that in reading the Bulletin of the Terrey Botanical Club for July-August
1954, pages 300-303, I came upon an article,-"A New Dacrymces" by one Bernard b
Lowy and since there is only one such man in my life ,I was interested in
reading it, I take it that you are now a Mycologist which 1s a very critically
important phase of this biological world, I hope that ypu enjoy your life in
the academic existence, I have found it e very satisfactory one inspite of its
ups and downs, I wish we could rest in a couple of comfortable chairs and
review the recent years since both of us have wandered away from L,I.Us
The biology staff has completely changed, Curtis Weathrs was the last one
to survive and he died very suddenly from a heart attack during the Assembly
at the first meeting of the Spring Semester last Februvary.

They now have excellent labotatomies agsin and I hope that
$hey will get back on their feet again academically, I have been away for
eight years but I still miss Anaphy and the opportunity of working with a
small student body, 1 enjoy it here at Brooklyn College and we have excellent
equipment but the student body is so large that you do not get to know many
of the students well as we did a§ 300 Pearl Street, When you have a chance,
drop me & line and bring me up to date on your history. Meanwhile,I hope you
are in the best of health and enjoying life, Are you marriedfiii,

Cordially,

BN

Ralph (i, Cheney

.I ‘ ..ul.&l.;‘l.v’
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Alumni to Honoi‘
Dr. Ralph Cheney

DRrR. RALPH H. CHENEY, former chair-
man of the Department of Biology, will
be given a dinner in his honor by the
executive boards of the Alumni Associa-
tion and the Alumni Fund on Jan. 28 at
the Hotel Astor.

Dr. Cheney, now at Brooklyn College,
taught at LIU from 1928 to 1946. An
outstanding scholar, he is president of
Phi Beta Kappa alumni in New York
and president of the Brooklyn College
chapter of Sigma Xi. He teaches also at
the University's Brooklyn College of
Pharmacy.

Alumni officers describe the dinner as
a tribute to an educator who has been
“a great source of inspiration and en-
couragement.”

Joining in the tribute will be Board
President William Zeckendorf, Univer-
sity President Richard L. Conolly and
Vice President James M. Hester. Connie
Bacile, Class of ’31, chairman of the
Alumni Fund’s special gifts committee,
will preside.
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- 757
Alumni Honor Tribute to a teacher
Prof. Cheney

IT WAs 13 YEARS AGO that he left the
Brooklyn Center’s College of Liberal Arts
and Science, but Prof. Ralph Holt Cheney
was never forgotten. Good teachers, of
course, never are. Having touched the
lives of their students, they become inex-
tricably a part of those lives.

One evening last month 60 men and
women who had sat in Prof. Cheney's
biology classes as far back as 30 years
ago gathered at the Hotel Astor to ex-
press their appreciation for the training
and guidance he had given them. One
after another, physicians, teachers, law-
yers and businessmen rose to tell him of
the deep effect he had on their lives.

“The heartwarming tributes that
seemed to come spontaneously from all
corners of the room,” Prof. Cheney said
later, “left me in the happiest daze I
have ever experienced.”

He told the alumni: “My association
with you as students in the classroom, in
your extra-curricular activities, and even
as a guest at some of your weddings,
caused me to hold so many of you in
warm personal regard. To be remembered
so many years later has engraved on my
memory a deep feeling of humility and

gratitude.” S : : R —
Joining in the tribute were Board Presi- TO A GREAT FRIEND: Dr. Ralph H. Cheney, former chairman of the Biology Depart-

e

dent William Zeckendorf, University ment, gels an ovation as be accepls & plagne _honoring him_as "a_great friend and
President Richard L. Conolly and Vice teacher.” The presentation was made for the Alumni Association by Dr. Harry Sherman
President and Provost James M. Hester.  ’'31, president. Presiding was Constance Bacile 31, an officer of the Alumni Fund.

A PLEDGE: Psychiatrist Albert L. Deuntsch ’31 holds the atten- A MATTER OF PRIDE: Prof. Cheney, shown here with the
tion of bis fellow alumni as he recounts anecdotes of Prof. University President, Adniiral  Conolly, told alumni: “It is
Cheney's early days al the University. A major contributor 1o obvions that you are proud of your Alma Mater, and you have
the Alumni Fund, Dr. Deutsch announced at the dinner he  great cause to be proud. Long Island University is in a state of
will make the same gift each year for the rest of bis life. full flower. Now is the lime to belp her to set fruit”
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B RIO@KININE COININEEE

OF
THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
BROOKLYN 10, NEW YORK

March 17,1965
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY
Dear Bernie,

Maybe the Irish in Louisiana are not celebrating but in New York today
they are all parading up Fifth Avenue, Thanks for the reprints just received, The
text and the illustrations are well done as I have come to expect from you, Ne careless
work came from you in the 1930's and you are showing the same meticulous calibre of
performance in the 1960's, As I write I can glance up to the top shelf in my office
and see a carton box labelled,- Caffeine Research tissues embedded for sectioning
by Bernard Lowy. 1938,  Golly that is 27 years ago,= Talk about "Tempus fugit®,-
it certainly doesl I appreciated the cagyful ashigtance you gave me at that period
and it is nice to see that your natural meticulous habit is paying off in your favor
personally now, How far removed is fungal taxonemy and pathology from animal physiology
and pharmacologyl Yet the principle of the scientific appreach to a biological problem
and the care essential to good investigational procedure are aligned closely, are they

not?
Well, a NEW Genus and a NEW species is on the books---Congratulations}

What a far-cry it is from the type of research we did together 27 years ago, I have
always been a hybrid in my biological interests and the breadth and diversity of
experience is saliable to any professor of biology whatever his field of specialisation,
As I think back, one of my earliest publications in the 1920's was a minor paper en
taxonomy,~= a new"form" of Delphinium Ajacis L. forma alba,forma nova, published in
Rhodora (Journ, of the N.E.Bot.Club vol,27,No,320,August 1925)8 It is a long way from
my current studies #n the effects of gamma and ultraviolet radiation on cell fertilizae
tion and early development, But pass and present research has all been fun, I have al
enjoyed taxonomic identificatiom perhaps because I collected plants with my father

and classified as to their common names when a boy long before I went to college,

Also their utilitarian value and differences between even closely related Apecies

has always intrigued me even though I have wandered far 'afield to ether interests
and research studies,



.
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BROOKLYNHNCOLLEGE

OF
THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
BROOKLYN 10, NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY

Just to prove I still have a botanical half to my heart I'm enclesing a

fairly recent (1963) publication in Economic Botany along with a couple of recent Abstracts

on my radiation studies at Woods Hole summers which proves that I am gtill a hybid
scientfic character, I am retiring in September 1966 because of mandatory age and with
my present good health and vigor I just hate to think about a time when I shall not
have laboratory facilities available as I have many unfinished problems to settle,
Guess I might have more reputaticn in one field if I had not divided my energies with
so much diversification but it has been fun and has helped my classroom teaching
greatly and I have always really enjoyed the classroom, It has given me "hybrid vigor®,
So I do not really regret my scientific diversity. I think I'd do the same thing againe
Well Bernie I guess I've raved on long ehough. It is a gign of ageing
they tell me to reminisce too much, Good Luck to you on your sojourn in Brasil.
I am noting your address there, Is this a sabbatical or a special grant situation?
Whatever it is it will be another rich experience for you and you are certainly

getting around the last few years.

Cherrioc for new,

Ralph Cheney

P.S. T have beeninvited back to the 25th Reunion of the Classes of 1939 and 1540
on March 26th on the relatively new campus of L.I.U. It will be pleasant to
see and talk with the students I had a quarter of a century ago at 300 Pearl st,
and see if they still have their Hair] I still have mine althoug it is suggestive

of n\snwbank.
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S tdAe  always, ‘it 1s geod to have news from my much respected .

Kkl . profegsor. and xo&ug}.._fﬁr@an’_ . g.x;aro]y get to Nev{.!’oxtk’smdfyhen' g
LR ;:I-ao,ﬂityiﬁiggggféftﬁ;#h;ﬁ 2 sjmer, when you are busy st Woods
LvineiHole s B wWe ave’ borhave  awfood ‘lonpg chat with you but don't

b, o _-kncw'when*wéfshgll,hav@,thélg anceé to reminisce a bit together.

S after 31 T guess- I ean .qualify ' for this Since -1 am now almost
L 50¢ [T owvividly. remember my first iclasseain Rielogy as your stu=-: .
. dent in the ‘0ld'Pearl Street building ., especially the-lab=-. ..
¢ . eratory gessiens and,the ‘orsl ouiz periods you usec to hold there.
. Xes, I cen.still hear the tustle of your white starched lab coat
_..48 You would w-lk to a3 stool and be seated, Teafax ip hand and -
 ‘begin the ‘round of questions, Uy memory does not fail me, There
' sat’a gentle-man, master of his subject and ‘in complete command,
_eager to teaeh znd to guide his students, What passerby could
" dream, scedne that scerecrow of ‘an.old:building, that such dig-
J 2 nity was to found Anside ? - Well ., Dr. Cheney, 4t is easy and
énjoyable to conjure -up memories 1ike'these; ¥ am delighted,
' that you are ss vigorous as &ver and profoundly hope that your
retirement will only mean the beginning of a new phase of work
‘And ‘continued research im your distinguished careere ' .
¥ Your reprints are most welcome, I am vproud that 1 ean. .
claim publication in the same journal, and in the seme year,
(Feonomic Potary,  Jan. 1963) as the one in which your paper on . .
Rooibos tea appeareds In tis number I'réviewed Sinpgeér?¥s book
. on Mushrooms and Truffles. Other-reviews~have'nppeared in Jan,
| 19%2_and Jans 1964, with L others now in press in the. ssme jours
WAL SR oy A . Ui T . NS S . o
g T I 1°Okfowal"d iPH}ZPI’ly to rrry sab'bﬂﬁ_i'_ﬁa'l."xﬁ&r in Brasil.’ I-
ﬂhﬂll-bﬂ'tbore'with-a Fulbrizcht award for,re;ggrch;and;beaching.a
much like my fimse one to Peru in 1958,  Tropical America has a
great attraetion for me and .this time I expect to further intoe

“the ‘Amazon, .for at least part of the time, Of course a vast

amount of ‘botanical work remains to be dome in that great wilde.
. erness and althoush: many phanerogamic botanists have studled
< /and collected there ' few wycolopgists have been moved to do so,

31 A Next weck (beginninz March 29) I:shall be in Washington
for a 5=-day orientation and eonsultation program offered by the
Department of State for Fulbright grantees’ rior_to_thair de=
parture. I understand all of us will be. ke busy more or leas
on 8 9 to 5 basis trying to drum some sense intosour ligtle
brains in aneffort I suppose, to-Make stre that even if it is
peyond us to make Priends abroad, &t lgast we may be prevented
from making any enemies, 1'11 be leaving with my family for

Sa0 Paulo near the end of May and expeet to rveturn %o the Tiniy,
in fumuat or September of 19664

. Disited by 1R Fop etnsmomn oes e P M o
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March, 1968
St =

Certain Professional and Research Con

ts During Past 40 years.

: Professor Ralph H. Cheney - Biologist

SUBJ __Reprint "Close-

Research activities during university academic years in the
New York area and many summers at the Marine Biological Laboratory,
Woods Hole, Massachusetts, has resulted in annual publications in=:.
volving several fields of investigation within the biological
sciences. My papers have dealt PRIMARILY with the effects of
methylated xanthines (caffeine, theobromine, and theophylline) ;
nicotine; ultra-violet and gamma irradiation especially on muscle
types; and, in cellular pharmacology employing Arbacia punctulata
(sea urchin) gametes as the test organism for studies in fertili-
zation and early embryonic development. As a professional "hobby"
my interest has been in plant alkaloids, the botanic sources,
constituents, and effects of non-alcoholic World Beverages and
Medicinal Plants.

Upon retirement, I still have Reprints of some of my tech-
nical and semi-popular papers which I shall distribute or discard.
I cannot contact the long list of domestic and foreign colleagues
with whom I have exchanged reprints through the years. Therefore,
I am enclosina my bibliography and a few examples, not necessarily
what I consider my best work but they are among the reprints
still available and they indicate the deversified nature of my
papers. The mailing includes approximately only 50 friends or
academic colleagues with whom I have exchanged papers or who have
published in related areas of the biological sciences. The
simple fact is merely that if you happen to have an interest in
any of the bibliographic items for reference, I shall be happy
to send them to you if they are still available (I have none of
some and 30 or 40 of others). JUST DROP A CARD with the JOURNAL
AND DATE of any item desired, - if any: If none of them interest
you, your Waste-Basket will receive them as happily as mine at
this momént of their final distribution.

Best Wishes for your own research endeavors.

Sincerely,
2N P ! sn
il AU (R

Ralph Holt Cheney,.* Professor:Emeritus: .-Brooklyn Coliege

Address Until June 1968 - Director: Biology Graduate Seminars
Long Island University - Room M100l
DeKalb and Flabush Avenues
Brooklyn, New York 11201

AddressThereafter: 612 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11226

RHC:MS
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CHENEY, RALPH HOLT - - - Bibliography

Book

1925 Coffee (a scientific monograph on the economic species
of the genus Coffea L.) New York University Press.
244 pages.

Articles

1325 A white form of Delphinium Ajacis. Rhodora. 27: 139- tf
142, T

1926 Plant arrow poisons. Torreya. 26: 13-1l

1926 Ancient and Modern Use of plant arrow poisons. Sci, f

Monthly. 23: 552-556.

1927 Coffee: The plant and the beverage. J. N. Y. Bot. Gar. 3
28: 190-193.

1927 Nomenclature Note on Smithiantha fulgida (Ortg.) Cheney,
comb. nov. The Bot. Gaz. 84: 105.

1928 Coffee structure and effect of the beverage. Torreya.-
(Jan. - Feb.)

1929 Are there "Missing Links" in plants? Evolution. I
2: 2-3.

1929 CoFfein und seine Wirkungen auf den Menschen. o)
(Deutsche Aerztezeit). 4: 1-7.

1931 Geographic and taxonomic distribution of American
plant arrow poisons. Am. J. Bot, 18: 136-145.

1931 Caffeine effect on the crest uniformity of muscular
fatigue curves. J. Pharm. & Exp. Ther. 43: 457- &
46l.

1932 The caffeine influence on isotonic contraction in
striated muscle fatigue studies. Arch. Internat. (
Pharmacodynamie et Therapie. 4%2: 173-185, 5

1932 Coffee. Proc. Sixth Intern. Congress of Genetics.

2: 385-386. fiss

1932 Descriptive notes for Coffea Linn. Sixth Internat'l, ®
Cong. Genetics. 8 pages. (printed privately).

1932 Relation of caffeine dosage to body weight in striated
muscle response. J. Pharm. & Exp. Ther. u45: 389- (2~
401. iy

1932 Buffer influence upon response of striated muscle to
caffeine stimulation in fatigue studies, Proc. Y
Soc. Exp. Biol. & Med. 30: 3-6.

1933 Phosphate-buffered injection medium disturbance in
caffeine effects on voluntary muscle response. J. g
Pharm. & Exp. Ther. 48: 470-477.
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CHENEY, RALPH HOLT - - - Bibliography

Articles
Relation of caffeine and coffee to human efficiency.
J. Am, Pharm. Assoc. 33: 1-5

193y A simplified psychodometer. J. Lab. & Clin. Med. 19:
1238-12. 59
1935 Comparative effect of caffeine per se and a caffeine

beverage (coffee) upon the reaction time in normal
young adults. J. Pharm. & Exp. Ther, 53: 304-313.

1935 Ventricular response in caffeine-nicotine antagonism.
J. Pharm. &€ Exp. Ther. 54: 42-52,

1935 Caffeine antagonism in sino-auricular strip. J. Pharm.
& Exp. Ther. 54%: 22-235,

1935 Caffeine influence upon the response of the sino-

auricular strip. (Cardiac Automaticity studies, no.
1). J. Pharm. £ Exp. Ther. 54: 213-221.

1935 Nicotine influence upon the response of the sino-
auricular strip. (Cardiac Automaticity studies,
no. 2), J. Pharm. & Exp. Ther. 54: 222-229,

1935 Caffeine-nicotine antagonism in sino-auricular strip
response., (Cardiac Automaticity studies, no. 3).
J. Pharm. & Exp. Ther. 54: 230-235.

1935 Cardiac automaticity effects of caffeine and nicotine.
J. Nervous & Mental Dis. 82: 575.

1936 Differential response and reaction time of young
women to pure caffeine and its equivalent in coffee.
J. Pharm. & Exp. Ther., 57: 117.

1936 Reaction Time behavior after caffeine and coffee con-
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1937 Capillary blood sugar changes after caffeine. J.
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1937 Myenteric activity modifications induced by caffeine.
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1938 Coffee aids efficiency but is no food substitute.
Sei. Digest. 3: 13,
7 1939 Microphysical changes induced in striated muscle
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7 1941 Myofibrillar modifications induced by caffeine in
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THE BROOKLYN INSTITUTE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

BROOKLYN BOTANIC GARDEN
1000 WASHINGTON AVENUE
BROOKLYN. NEW YORK, 11228

212-622-4433

RALPH HOLT CHENEY, Sc.D. January 6,1970

HONORARY RESEARCH ASSOCIATE

Dear Bernie,

Happy New Year!

I suspect that the following reference is probabiy
of no interest to you as it does not refer to your particular
Order of Fungi but some of it does deal with some fungi and algae.
Since the five papers are in the AuBust issue 1969 of the American
Zoologist instead of a Botanical Journal, I thought maybe you or
some colleague might have missed the reference and might pernhaps
be interested in the chemistry and physiological significance
of the activity of these fungi. Thef} are part of a Symposium on
the "Penetration of Calcium Carbonate Substarates by Lower Plants
and Invertebrates". which was held during the AAAS Meetings in
Daldas,Texas in December 1968.

Anyhow I happen to run on to it yesterday when I was
perfising the literature for something else. I do more digging into
the literature now-a-days than I do experimental work. Incidentally
Bernie,- YES--the slides which are the products of your labor and
so well done(for which I have always been mighty grateful) ARE STILL
in exist®nce! They form part of the bulk of material which I have
always kept on file to justify the papers and lantern slides which L
presented at the scientific meetings in those days. Incidentally too,
T discovered recently that your old professor has been recorded in the
volume,-"World Who®s Who in Science,Ed. I (1968) pg.326!! Frankly,I am
grossly overrated to be included but it is pleasant to feel that my
activities and publications must have stood the test of time in inter-
national science. I guess when you are a Senior Citizen you appreciate
a degree of flatt&ry!! What is it Bernie,--Second Childhood!!?7!!,

Cheerio and Best Wishes to you for 1970.

1§ : Sincerely',
Ralph



From:- "WORLD Who’s Who in SCIENCE", Edition 1. (1968) Pg.326

//EE%NEY.Ralph Holt, Am.biolecgisty b. Maynard,Mass, \/June 3,1896; /
Levi Raymon Mary E.(Billington) C.; B.S.,Bo

AM,, jD.Se.y L.I.U., 1962; M.S., Barvard,1922, Sc.D.,1923;
m. Agnes Lyford Gray, June 11,1924; Instr,,Yestern.Res, U,,Cleve=
land, 19233 asst. prof.N.Y.U. 1924-294 prof., chmn. biology dept,
L,T.U,,Bklyn,,N.Y,,1929-46, prof. biol. scis. Coll. Fharmacy,
1932-66, seminar professor, adviser biology students Brooklyn
Center of Long Island University,1966-68; investigator physiology
and pharmacolegy Marine Biol. Lab., Woods Hole,Mass., 1926- ;
resident in econ., plants Bklyn. Bot. Garden, 19530-1951, hon.asso.,
1951 - ; asso. prof. biology Bklyn Coll.,1946-48, prof. biology
1949-66, emeritus,1966 -, Cons. to beverage industry, 1925 -;
Applied Physiclogy and Pharmacology, 1930 -. Fellow A.A.A.S., N.Y,
Acad, Scis.,; mem., Soc. Gen., Physiologists, Soc. Cell Biology,
Am. Soc. Pharmacology and Exp. Therapeutics, American Society of
Zoologists, Bot. Soc. Amer.,, Torrey Bot, Club (president 1967),
Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Xi. Author: Coffee (sci.monog.) 1925;
*als0 numereus articles. Adv.editor Econ. Botany, 1947-57; Anmer,
collaborator Acta Phytotherapeutica, 1952 -, Quar. Jour. for
Crude Drug Research, 1961 -. Research on effects of caffeine and
caffeine -containing beverages on muscles and nerves of frog,rat,
rabbit,and man, also comparative effects of caffeine,thecbromine,
and theophyliine on gametes, effects gamma and ultraviolet
irradiation and radiomimetic chems, on sperm and eggs and early dev.
of Arbacia, medicinal plants. Home: 612 Ocean Av., Bklyn,N.Y.11226;
(summer) Marine Biol. Lab., Woods Hole,Mass. 02543, Office:
Brooklyn Botanic Garden,Brooklyn,N.Y¥.11225,
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LOWY, B., Keys to Neotropical Tremellales

1970. 32 pages. Separately printed from Nova Hedwigia, 19.
DM 10, ($ 2,75)

LUTTRELL, E. S.,Taxonomy of the Pyrenomycetes

(Univ. Missouri Stud., 23:3) 1951 (Reprint 1967). 120 pages. (Bibliotheca
Mycologica, 6)

DM 40, ($ 11,-)

“This book is one of the most discussed and recognized publication in Ascomycete

taxonomy. New concepts in the classification of this group are presented. In modern

literature, Luttrell’s classification is often used and compared with those of other
authorities in this field.”

MARTIN, GEORGE W., Revision of the North Central Tremellales

(Univ. Towa Stud. Nat. Hist. 19:3) 1952. (Reprint 1970).122 pages.
(Bibliotheca Mycologica,22)
DM 40,— ($ 11,-)
“Among comprehensive studies on Tremellales, Martin’s revision is the most recent one.
This treatise includes all species thus far recognized from the north central states of the
U.S. together with the southern portions of the Canadian provinces of Ontario and
Manitoba. Ten families with 52 genera are treated. Keys to all genera and to most species
are provided.”

MIRZA, F., Taxonomic Investigations on the Ascomycetous Genus Cucur-
bitaria S.F. Gray

1968. 40 pages, 7 tables. Separately printed from Nova Hedwigia, 16.
DM 16,~ (§ 4,40)

MIX, A. J., A Monograph of the Genus Taphrina

Kansas Sci. Bull. 33) 1949 (Reprint 1969). 168 pages. (Bibliotheca Myco-
logica, 18)
DM 60, ($ 16,50)

«98 species of Taphrina are here described and redefined (other species being reduced to
synonymy or excluded). These are distributed by hosts as follows: On Ferns, 24 species;
on Populus and Salix, 4; on Betulaceae, 23; on Fagaceae, 5; on Ulmaceae, 2; on Rosaceae
(except Prunus), 7; on Prunus, 17; on Rhus, 1; on Acer, 11; on Aesculus, 1; on
Sebastiana, 1; on Zingiberaceae, 2”

MOSER, MEINHARD, Die Gattung Phlegmacium (Schleimképfe)

1960. 442 pages, 33 coloured and 5 plain plates. (Die Pilze Mitteleuropas,
v)
DM 180,— ($ 49,50)

17
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MAY THE WONDERFUL BLESSINGS OF CHRISTMAS
BE WITH YOU THROUGHOUT

THE NEW YEAR

RALPH HOLT CHENEY
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ALUMNI NEWSLETTER, MARCH 1975 .;;

Fond Memories Spur

Fund Drive for Three

Three unusual faculty members, Dr. m,
Holt Che Professor Leo Schloss an E

ward K. Rice, evoke many fond memories
on the part of alumni. Dr. Cheney, now
retired, provided the initial impetus for the
successful careers of our alumni in such fields
as medicine, dentistry, allied health fields

| and biological research.

A full alumni committee is now in the
process of forming to raise or a

7 -
Professor Leo Schloss, an accountant’s
accountant and more important, teacher and
counselor for over 25 years, is imbued with
the same love and dedication for his
profession as the day he first stepped in front
of a class. Thousands of alumni have a special
place in their hearts for Leo Schloss. Several
started the Professor Leo Schloss Scholarship
Endowment Fund which now has reached
almost $11,000, with a final goal of $25,000.

Launched in late September, 1974, was the
Dr. Howard K. Rice Scholarship Endowment
Fund. Almost $1,500 has been raised so far.
Professor Rice, of the School of Business
Administration, has endeared himself to
countless alumni by his total commitment
and concern for their well-being. This veteran
teacher and advisor has been pleasantly
surprised by his former students in their
efforts to provide meaningful scholastic
assistance to our present students and at the
same time to honor him. The a u-_-= was
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Reunions Recall
‘Good Old Days’

The 50th Anniversary of the
founding of Long Island
University was duly marked in
grand style by Alumni with
speeches, dining, dancing and
fond reminiscenses of “the good
old school days™ by members of
the Class of ’31 thru ’36 which
joined in reunions on The
Brooklyn Center campus.

Lester J. Waldman ’31, first

graduate and first Alumni
president, presided with his usual
urbanity and inexhaustible stock
of reminiscenses. He was
followed by other co-chairmen:
Jerome Katz '32; Harry
Shechtman and Dr. Alan A.
Livingston, Class of ’33; Jerry
Harris '34; Elizabeth Schirripa
Pozzuoli ’35, and Dr. Joseph
Kuhn '36. :

The accumulated evidence that
questions the 65 cut-off by our
society from the mainstream,
received a strong boost that
evening. The lively repartee,
alértness and obvious enjoyment
of the evening was capped by a
standing ovation to. Dr. Ralph
Holt Cheney, an original member
of our early faculty, when he
finished his address.

The Class of ’51, celebrating
its 25th Anniversary, chaired by
Paulette -Brief Liebowitz, was
part of that enjoyable evening.
The ‘‘youngsters’” not only had
their own recollections to toss
about but were let in on those of
the previous generation.

Their reminiscenses had a
silver lining, though.

BANTER . . . Enjoying an exchange of light banter are Turlv.f Peluso and
Paulette Brief Liebowitz, classmates of ‘51.

JEROME KATZ 32

Dining Hall.

INVITATION TO THE DANCE . . . Connie Bacile ‘31 two-steps with Alan
J. Butler "33 and obviously both are having a ball.

MEMORIES v Yoarbooks wara_heavily thumbed through to_jolt rusty
memories. Jerry Harris ‘34 and Elizabeth Schirripa Pozzuoli "35 find their

perusal absorbing,

cal' ¥
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A TIME TO BREAK BREAD . . . Classmates and friends top off a perfect evening at dinner served in the Faculty
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Honor ‘Brewed Up’ for Coffee Researcher

During the 1930s and 1940s,
probably more pots of hot black
coffee were brewed up in the
Biology labs at The Brooklyn
Center in one week than at a New
Year’s Eve party at the Waldorf
— and you know that’s a heck of a
lot of coffee.

But the sobering fact (pardon
the pun) is that the coffee was
perked and consumed in the
cause of science in a series of
experiments conducted by an
eminent researcher on the
faculty.

“The Brooklyn Center students
were my guinea pigs,” confided
Dr. Ralph Holt Cheney, who
made a professional hobby out of
the scientific study of world
beverages, specifically the
botany, chemistry and pharma-
cology of coffee, chocolate and
tea.

“The co-eds had capability,
good humor, and a wonderful
cooperative spirit tied up in their
personalities,”” reminisced Dr.
Cheney, who served as chairman
of the Department of Biology
from 1929 to 1946. ‘“The guys look
like jail birds facing a firing
squad, but they were valuable
assistants in a research project,”
he continued while producing the
photos shown at the right.

The project he singled out for
the LIU students was his ex-
perimental study of the effects of
caffeine per se and of caffeine

o (Eatan

DR. RALPH HOLT CHENEY .

The results of his findings were
widely published.

Many of his former students,
remembering the ‘‘good old
days” and the devotion of his
wife, Billie (now deceased), to
fund raising programs for the
University, have decided to

. ;_lzrey up’’something for him, in
. returm. | ) 1} !

They have set up a fund drive to
equip a laboratory to be
dedicated in his hongr. Put into
words, the laboratory will be
built “to honor a teacher and
internationally renowned
scientist, who has touched and
enriched the lives of thousands
with grace, with fire, with
reverence for knowledge, and
with help toward career at-
tainment."

Dr. Cheney is now living in
“active retirement’”’ in Woods
Hole, Massachusetts, where he
worked for a great-many sum-
mers with the Marine Biological
Laboratory which is located
there. He makes occasional visits
to Brooklyn to visit or to
telephone former friends here
and at. the Brooklyn Botanic
Garden where he also worked
and was an honorary research
associate. .

In 1959, more than 13 years
after he left The Brooklyn Center,
he was given a testimopial dinner
at the Hotel Astor by the Alumni
Association and the Alumni
Fund. A plaque was presented
saluting him as “a great friend
and teacher."

Presiding was Conpie Bacile
31, then chairman of the Alumni
Fund’'s special gifts gommittee,
who reported that $10,000 had
been pledged in Dr. Cheney’s
honor.

A similar goal has heen set to

. Contributions,

ipal to
£00d be roade bt t (el “LID

at The Brooklyn Center.
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‘BREW MASTERS' .
Dr. Cheney's science students.

. . Two-fisted male coffee drinkers were in vogue among
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Ralph Holt Cheney Laboratory”

N.Y. 11201, according to fund

and forwarded to the Alumni drive co-chairmen Dr. Dennis M.
Office, Long Island University, Gurley M.S. '62_and Dr. Jack
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I'UNICEF, le Fonds des Nations Unies pour l'enfance. 4 Paz . .. obra de
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- INSTITUTIONEN FOR GENETIK

OCH VAXTFORADLING

Lantbrukshigskolan
750 07 UPPSALA 17
Telefon 018-10 20 00

DEPARTMENT OF GENETICS

AND PLANT BREEDING

Royal Agricultural College
of Sweden
S-750 07 UPPSALA 7, SWEDEN

Novemher 28, 1976

Professor Ralph Holt Cheney
11 Park Street
Woods Hole, Masse. 02543

Dear Professor Cheney,

Thenk you very much for allowing me to reproduce material from your
publications, for the reprints you sent me, and, above all, for the

copy of your fine and valuable book "Coffee". In my collection of reprints
and books on caffeine and caffeine-containing beverages, it will occupy

a place of honour. It is really amazing that when your book was published
in 1925, I was only three years old.

As you may recall, you wrote me a kind and appreciating letter after the
publication of my thesis "Induetion of chromosome changes with purine
derivatives" in 1952, You also sent me a number of reprints of your
publications and among them those containing the passages I have asked
your permission to reproduce. I have always enjoyed reading your articles
on caffeine-containing beverages, a subject on which you must be the
foremost expert in the world. These articles were also of great help to
me when I wrote the chapter in my book which I have called Jjust "Caffeine=-
containing beverages'.

Of the more unusual caffeine-containing beverages I have become particularly
interested in guarand, but so far I have not succeeded in getting hold of
any.As far as I know, you are the only one who has published anything

about guarani in English since Professor Stockman’s report in 1912 to the
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain(a copy enclosed). Professor
Stockman’s report also contains some delightful photographs of specimens

of guarand moulded in the form of native Brazilian animals. I wrote to a
geneticist in Brazil with whom I have exchanged reprints and asked him if
such moulded specimens of guarand are still prepared by the natives in
Brazil and if so, whether it would be possible to get any, but he had never
heard about them. Have you?

I must apologize for not having acknowledged the receipt of the book and the
reprints before. However, when they arrived I was extremely busy with the
indexing and final proof-reading of my booke, I have found the Publishers,
Elsevier, very difficult to deal with. They have not allowed me sufficient
time for the final checking and polishing of the manuscript and I em afraid
that the constant pressure I have been working under has been bad for the
quality of the booke. So I am quite worried, but there is nothing I can do
about it any more: the book is being printed and will be out in March or
April, I would feel honoured if you would accept a copy of the published
work., As soon as I get leaflets from the publicity department of Elsevier,
I shall forward one to you to inform you about the content of the book.

Thank you once more for book, reprints and letter., I really appreciated
very much hearing from you. :

With kind, regards,

Yours) gincerely, A /%4- 7
/D e { ZLAR R
/Bjoch. ® ’Jﬁihlma.n. .
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The Academic Bestiary

by Richard Armour. Illustrated by Paul Darrow.
Number two of a series.

The Full Professor

Ad ultimum)*

The most impressi\?e of all the kinds of Professors is the
Full Professor. It is not apparent at first glance precisely
what it is full of, but there is an obvious fullness. In fact,
it is so full that it seems ready to burst. It may, however,
only be bursting with pride. At a closer look or, better,
upon dissection, it will be seen that the Full Professor is
full of such things as Information, Experience, and
Authority. There may also be bites and pieces of Instruc-
tors, Assistant Professors, and Associate Professors it has
- chewed out or devoured because of its insatiable appetite
to rise to the Top Rank and they got in the way.

The Full Professor is also full of satisfaction. Unless it
goes into Administration, it is everything a Professor can
hope to be. Of course it is also a Scholar, as may be seen
by the brown patches on its elbows.t In fact, it is prob-
ably a Productive Scholar. Every time it produces any-
thing it gives a copy of it to those in its Field and to the
President. In order to do this, it is forced to reproduce
what it produces. In the Field of Scholarship, reproduc-
'tion is done with a machine and has nothing to do with
sex, although the Full Professor has a Large Bibliog-
raphy.

The Full Professor sits on numerous Committees. As if
this were not enough, it often chairs a Committee. The
Committee that has been sat on and chaired as often as

Richard Armour. a Harvard Ph.D. in English philology,
has taught at seven institutions of !n'gh‘er education and
knows whereof he writes. Paul Darrow 1s prt_zfessor of art
at Scripps College. This selection from their book, Tlhe
Academic Bestiary, is published by arrangement with
William Morrow & Company, Inc. Copyright © 1974 by
Richard Armour.
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once a month is, understandably, in bad shape and.

unable to do much.

When it is not sitting on a Committee, the Full Profes-
sor is usually to be found in its orifice, which is its nesting
place, except that it is not supposed to sleep there and
dous so only briefly and while pretending to be actively
doing something, such as thinking. It may occupy a
Name Chair, which has on it the name of the Donor. One
would think it would have its own name on it, but that is
not the way things are done in Academe. A Name Chair
is Impressive and, more important, it pays better. Only in
Academe does a Chair pay, and then only when it is
occupied. : :

It is no wonder that in time the Full Professor becomes
Emeritus.£ .-

v

*At last, finally. Or, as it may say of itself, *They should have
given it to me years ago." ¢

tProof of the fact that it spends much time in a brown study.
Or perhaps it has elbowed its way through a crowd of competi-
tors. ;

#And_goes from a Name Chair to_a rocking chair, though
some think that by now it is off its rocker. =

—_—
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At Clristmas.and all through the year

may there be peace in your world

and joy in your heart



- From the Desk of

DR. DENNIS CURLEY

Chairman, Biology Department

Possibly the two most striking features of
the Biology Department in 1983 are the
faculty and the students. The faculty has
remained constant in number since the early
sixties and Biology is still one of the largest
departments at The Brooklyn Center, with
250 undergraduate and 60 graduate majors.
Many students are interested in professional
school and the department still does a good
job preparing students for this goal. So far
this year, 13 out of 14 students recommended
by the Pre-Professional Committee have
gained entrance into a professional school.
Medical Technology and Cytotechnology are
very active programs and interest in graduate
school remains strong. Approximately 30
percent of the graduates of the Master’s
Degree Program in Biology, have gone on to
receive the Ph.D. degree or some other pro-
fessional degree.

Change Has Occurred

Change, however, has certainly occurred.
Probably, the largest single change was the
building of the pharmacy laboratory and the
move of the pharmacy faculty to The Brooklyn
Center campus. One of the new laboratories
was made available for the use of the Biology
department, and the presence of the phar-
macy faculty provided the opportunity for
collaborative research and teaching. During
the 70’s a significant effort was made to
secure grants for the department from federal
sources and, fortunately, we were successful.
Robert Lewis together with Jordan Hershon,
Sebastian Carito, and John Tseng (Chemis-
try) were successful in obtaining an MBS
grant from the National Institute of Health
to support students and faculty research.
More recently, Bill Smith, Rocco Filazzola,
Don Rogers (Chemistry), John Ferraro

(Chemistry), and myself were successful in

obtaining a M ARG Grant from:NIH:which—program director of M

provides tuition for honors students and
funds for faculty research.

Additional support for the department was
also provided by a MISIP grant from the
National Science Foundation which was
obtained through the efforts of Andreas
Zavitsas. All of these grants have provided
research equipment, direct support of student
and faculty research, tuition for students as
well as stipends, and laboratory construction
including a new tissue culture laboratory,
renovated organic chemistry laboratory, and
an instrumentation laboratory.

Launch Cheney Laboratory

Federal Funds and alumni funds produced
the Cheney Laboratory. University funds
were provided to renovate Room 916'in the
M-Building which many of you will recog-
nize as the genetics-histology-physiology
laboratory on the ninth floor of Metcalf Hall.
This year the Charles Hayden Foundation
hasawarded the center a $50,000 grant which
will be used to renovate M510, the bacteriol-
ogy laboratory.

This past year, the largest change in the
Biology curriculum has occurred. A new
concentration in Molecular Biology was
approved by the faculty; a director, Dr. Clif-
ford Selsky, was appointed to the faculty,
and the first class of students commenced
their studies. Funds from a Federal Title 111
grant obtained by the administration enabled
the development of the program and the
purchase of equipment. Most significantly
the department was able to construct a new
laboratory to house an Electron Microscope
and to set up a new Molecular Biology
laboratory. Both of these laboratories are
housed in the pharmacy laboratory building,

Honaor Society’s 25th) Year

This year marks the 25th anniversary of
the establishment of Alpha Epsilon Delta,
the International Premedical Honor Society.

As we mark the 25th milestone of the
Department’s existence, we look forward to
continuing growth. Among the projects we
would like to see launched, with the help of

_alumni, isa new $25,000 research laboratory,

for both faculty and students. Our students
are showing a real, dedicated interest in
scientific study but the space is not there. To
outfit the lab, we would also need a research
microscope and a Lammanar Flow Safety
Hood, each costing $5,000.

Here Is Our Present
Distinguished Faculty

Our current Biology faculty, with out-
standing credentials in so many fields of
scientific study, includes: Robert Ballweg:
Protozoology; Anatomy and Physiology;
Sebastian Carito: Microbiology—-NSF grant
to study genetics of Staphylococcus and par-
ticipant in MBS grant; David Cohen: Bio-
logical techniques, director of Science Div-
ision and part-time biology professor; Dennis
Curley: Microbiology, Immunology--
chairman of Biology Department and pro-
gram director of MARC grant from NIH;
Francis Dowd: General Biology; Rocco
Filazzola: Virology, Microbiology--partici-
pant in MARC grant; Domenic Firriolo:
Anatomy, Ecology-chairman of the Pre-
Professional Committee; Leonard Grosso:
Histology; Jordan Hirshon: Botany--partic-
ipant in MBS grant; David Hammerman:
Physiology.

Also, Anthony lovino: Neuroendocrinol-
ogy and Animal Behavior--former chairman
of Biology Department, Science Division
Director, and currently chairman of Faculty

Senate; Robert Lewis: %olog_sg Anatomy--

'BS grant from NIH;
June Polak: General Biology; Microbiology-
-formerly a member of the Pharmacy faculty.
Currently on sabbatical continuing her dis-
sertation research in Molecular Biology;
Norman Rothwell: Genetics and Cytology—
author of two very successful college text-
books, Genetics and Human Genetics; Clif-
ford Selsky: Molecular Biology--joined the
faculty in September, 1982, to be director of
LIU’s Molecular Biology Program; W.R.
(Bill) Smith: Embryology—participant in
MARC grant; and George Wendt: Microbi-
ology.

The Cheney Laboratory:

The Dr. Ralph Holt Cheney Laboratory
Fund was established asaresulto
the efforts of Leon Schulman and Dr. and
Mrs. Jack Goldstein. Alumni were asked
to contribute to a fund in honor of a very
dedicated LIU teacher, researcher and
advisor.

As a result of the interest of dedicated
Alumni, $12,000 was raised. This money
was used to transform an under-utilized
space on the ninth floor of Metcalfe Hall

into the Ralph Holt Cheney Research
Laboratory. —
~— T 1970, the “Cheney Lab” was used by
Rhonda Waxman, an honors undergrad-
uate student, to complete her research
under the direction of Dr. Jordan Hirshon.

DR. RALPH HOLT CHENEY

A Tribute to Alumni Giving

Rhonda_js-0 student in the New Jersey
ge of Medicine at present.
Currently the laboratory is being used
by two undergraduate and two graduate
students to complete required research
projects for their degrees. They are work-
ing under the direction of Dr. W.R. Smith
and the research projects they are working
on involves the study of proteins necessary
Jor the fertilization of the sea urchin egg.

The Biology Department and its stu-
dents extend their collective thanks to all
who contributed to the building of this
new laboratory, dedicated to the honor of
R.H. Cheney who currently resides in
Falmouth, Mass.

In 1970, Rhonda Waxman became the first LIU Brooklyn Center undergraduate to use
The Dr. Ralph Holt Cheney Laboratory. With her are Dr. Jordan Hirshon (center) and
Dr. Dennis Curley. (Photo: Billie Billing)
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LPH HOLT CHENEY, on
M: member of the Department
of Biology from 1929 to 1946. (See Dr.

| Elliott S.M. Gatner’s and Dr. Charles
| Tanzer's reminiscences about Dr. Cheney on
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