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documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
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About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.



23 April, 1991

Director
Sarawak Museum
93566 Kuching
SARAWAK

Dear Director,

The grass Schizostachyum hantu derives its name from "buluh hantu" the
vernacular name by which the species is known in Sarawask. The authors state
that "hantu" means "ghost" but do not indicate in which language.

I would be grateful if you are able to assign the word to a language. The
information is required for my forthcoming "Etymological Dictionary of the

Grasses" a page of which is enclosed for your information.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

H.T. CLIFFORD
Professor of Botany
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Prof. H.T. Clifford,
Department of Botany,

The University of (Queensland,
St. Lucia,

Queensland,

Australia 4072,

Virector,
Sarawak Museum,

83566 Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia.




bDirector,

Sarawak Museum,
93566 Kuching,
Sarawak, Malaysia.

Our ref: MU/197/7/(20) 13 May 1991

Prof. H.T. Clifford,
Department of Botany,

The University of yueensland,
St. Lucia,

Queensland,

Australia 4072.

Dear Prof. Clifford,

Schizostachyum hantu

I refer to your letter dated 23 April 1991 on the
above subject.

the words are given as follows and the
lpuEuaLe .oi‘u local native language in Sarawak:

buluh Malay and Iban language referring

hantu - Mal inguage for evil spirit, ghost

In other cal 1: 3 hantu is also spelt as antu
(Iban and Bidayuh g

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely,
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