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international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
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Lecture by Dr. Mason
April 17, 1973

The history of botany in erica began with exploration of
the flora in various regions, at first by Europeans and then by
locals, | It was common practice to send plants found in America
back to Europe for study.

David Douglas, one of the greatest contributors to botany,
was financed by the Kew Gardens in %dinbarou;h, England to come
to America and collect seed. He named the Douglas Fir and the
Sugar Pine in his travels through Okinagen Country (Northwest Am=-
erica). Turreson, the foundar of the Department of Botany at
Mills College, discovered in 1922 ecotypical differences and gen-
etic variations in the Douglas Fir. Douglas dated his notes, 2
practical system, which enabled his colleagues to determine the
approximate locations of the various species collected and des-
cribed.

In his travels through Monterey, Douglas met Thomas Coulter
of Ireland, a physician by profession, who had taken a year off to
explore. Coulter was the first botanist to collect in the desert
region. He had crossed Colorado and travelled north to San Fran-
cisco. He also had collected in Mexico. Among his discoveries
were the S5anta Lucia Fir and the Coulter Pine. However, his ef-
forts were concentrated mainly on herbaceous plants.

Thomas Nuttal explored with Richard Henry Dana (1815 - 1882).
Having a ship and excellent facilities he was able to collect suc-
cessfully many species of plants.

Jeffrey, discoverer of the Jeffrey Pine, explored during the

sl Covet)
gold strike period. He sent his collected specimens back to Eng-

land.




Theodore Hartweg came upon the area known taday : Dakland
and saw before him a most magnificent strand of native caks, and

so its name. Inhabiting the forest were large numbers of grizzly

bears, feading on 'the plentiful acorns. Driven south by encroach=
ing civilization, the grizzly bears of Oakland have basn found in
the back country of Mexico.

The next era of this history is marked as an spoch of compe=
tition., The begt known botanist of the time was Asa Gray at Har-
vard, author of a glossary of botanical terms.

a high churchman at St.

become first professor of Botany at the University of California,
Berksley. When Gray died, Gresn, taking his

went east, hoping to replace Gray as number one, He was not ac=-
cepted at Harvard, d much zmoittared but nevar returning to Cal-
fornia where he could have gained much reknown, Green joined the
Catholic C zh and sta on at Notre Dam= in Indiana.

M. d Mrs. Brandeger v 2 eminant California botanists (am
round 1919). Katherine Lane Brandeger was 2 doctor by prafession.
She and her husba offerred thel
and herbarium to the University of California,
for a place to live. U. C. built them
tyrannized the Department of
nation comprissd the nucleus of the
varsity, howsvsr they were known to bes stingy with their herbarium.
Difficult to get alang with (they didn't liks Jspson) thay were

great Friends with Marcus Jones, tha famed, profans botanist of

the Great Basin ragion bstwean the Siserra Nevada and the Rocky

Mountains,




J. G. Lemmon, a school teacher in the sierra Valley, bacame

state botanist of California. He discovered scx reversal in pine
tress, The usual order of catkin arrangement in the cornss is a
small cluster of ovulate catkins above and a large cluster of sta=-
minate catkins below. Lemmon noted a tree whose bisexual cones had
the order of sexes reversed, that is, a small cluster of staminate
catkins were above and a large cluster of ovulate catkins wers be-
low, Lemmon moved to Dak J i 8 p an herbarium.

S. B. Parrish was an expert of the flora of the deserts, hav=-
ing worked extensively in the Mojave Desert. GQuite late in life,
a fire destroyec all his notes.

Dudley, 2 taxcnomist
in Ithaca, New York.
things on the uWest
serving flowsrs ir

Japsan, a sansitive man, known recluss and lone wolf, was
tops in the field of Beotany. He was conn { with and inspired
by the Hoaoker family in England. His great work was his "Flora of
California,™

Abrams, like ODudlsy, was meel 2. was greatly influencsd by
the New York Botanical Garden, enting the East coast coatin-

gent of Amsrican botanists.




THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
TUCSON, ARIZONA B5721

HERBARIUM
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURFE

Dr. Baki Kasapligil
Department of Biology
Mills College
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