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U.S. Generals
of Past Quoted

In view of the apparent populari-
ty of “standing tall”—whatever
that actually means—and the cur-
rent jingoism toward our Central
American neighbors, the words of
several American military leaders
might be recalled with profit. Note
that none of them can be classified
as a “bleeding-heart” liberal.

From Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er (1956): “The true security prob-
lem of the day . . . is man against
war. . . . When both sides know
that in any outbreak of general
hostilities . . . destruction will be
both reciprocal and complete, pos-
sibly we will . .. meet at the
conference table with the under-
standing that the era of armaments
had ended and the human race
must conform to this truth or die.”

From Gen. Douglas MacArthur
(1961): “Global war has become a
Frankenstein. . ... Nolongerisita
weapon of adventure—the shortcut
to international power. If you lose
you are annihilated. If you win, you
standonly tolose.. . .”

From Adm. Hyman Rickover
(1982): “I'm not proud of the part
I've played in it (the development
of nuclear power). That’s why I'm

such a strong proponent of stopping
this whole nonsense of war. . . .

We must expect that if another
war—a serious war—breaks out,
we will use nuclear energy. . . ."”
And finally and most appropri-
ately with respect to our current
adventures in Central America, a
quote from Gen. Smedley Butler
(1935): “I spent 33 years and 4
months . . . in the Marine Corps.
And during that period I spent most
of my time [as] a muscle man . . .
for Wall Street and for the bankers.
In short, I was a racketeer, a
gangster for capitalism. . . .
“Thus I helped make Mexico and
especially Tampico safe for Ameri-
can oil interests in 1914. I helped
make Haiti and Cuba a decent place
for the National Bank boys to
collect revenues in. I helped in the
raping of half a dozen Central
American republics for the benefit
of Wall Street. The record is long. I
helped purify Nicaragaua for the
international banking house of
Brown Brothers in 1909/12. 1
brought light to the Dominican
Republic for American sugar inter-
ests in 1916. In China in 1927 I
helped see to it that Standard Oil
went its way unmolested.
. “. . .1 was rewarded with hon-
| ors, medals and promotions. Look-
| ing back on it, I feel that I' might
have given Al Capone a few hints.”
Need T add words of my own? 1
{ remain an American liberal—a
,f withering minority, totally unper-
| suaded by reactionary Reaganism.
I wait with bated breath the next
adventure of this “standing tall”
saber-rattler who boasts, “You
ain't seen nothin’ yet.” 1 have a
shovel, but no swimming pool.
C. H. FRERES
San Diego

: gﬂﬁ Amdﬁ‘&muf”n‘on ation

Daily Founded Dec, 4, 1881

e —




- e e e — = v e e e i e~ S

| (...es 30 sapb \9%¥ - ﬁ.!' °F #W DM!:::E ry

DJOONESBURY ' - BY GARRY TRUDEAU

;
RREGROUND! ~ BLAK, THREE MINUTES, NO, NO, NOT THE gﬁkggﬁ \ e
I WANT BLAH, EVERYBODY! MAILBOX! WRONG \ OH, RIGHT, :
7 BLAH. Aammsmmw / ) 5@6‘?){ MAN. UNH! WHERES THE
o

THIRTY SECONDS! DAMN UNION WHEN
KILL THE HOYSE ey OUNEEDIT?
LIGHTS, ALEASE/ ; 3

u KEEP YOUR
SHIRT ON. FIVE

§ READY ONTHE I GOT IT. SECONDS!
2 SCRIM!HEY.. \ i
o WHezesTHE @ ae | P RTC =S WUV g | | N SR
3 SADDLE? PROPS!
i o) J7775 0 )%5 Igjg -
3 S INYL :
b SLUHM [HHIWW
930 ||

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Docurhentation

AN AA UC




e

>,

5 61 158

flos Angetes Fimes

Letters to The Times

Voters Doomed to
Repeat the Past?

It was the philosopher Santayana
who observed that those who can-
nol remember history are doomed
1o repeal it.

The volers elected Warren G.
Harding and got Teapot Dome,
They clected Calvin Coolidge and
got the unbridled speculation that
laid the foundation for the stock
market crash of 1929, They elected
Herbert Hoover and got the
world's worst economic chaos and
unemployment. They elected
Richard Nixon and gol not only
Watergate but the first and only
President ever to resign from of-
fice. That is the history of the
illustrious Republican leaders
whose administrations set an un-
paralleled record of corruption,
depression and national disgrace in
this century.

This undoubtedly explains why
no menton was made of any of

economics” (a phrase its author,
the vice president, would like to
forget) that have endowed this
country and its fulure generations
with the greatest deficit imposed in
any period by any administration

everyone in 1980 would be wiped
out by his supply-side modus oper-

These are the “accompligh-
ments"—along with the lack of any
in foreign affairs—of Ronald Rea-
gan'e “leadership" as President of
the United States,

If the polls are correct that the
voters are blind enough, or forget-
ful enough, Lo ignore the record for
Reagun's cosmetic smile, glib dou-
ble talk and snake-oll salesman-
ship, they are not only doomed to
repeat four more years of ‘There-
you-go-again” Ronnie, they will
deserve every minute of it

As P.T, Barnum once coined the
motto of the eternal con man,
‘There's a sucker born every min-
ute.”

ADRIAN D. KUEFPER
Malibu
L]

The picture of Ronald Reagan
was front page, his hair didn't
suggest any grey from worry nor
did the face reflect anything but a
robotic thing using the 3xb cards
with which to talk. How lucky this
movie actor who commands the
front page while our homeless
slecping under bridges and the
endless lines of millions of unem-
ployet ricans wait o be seen
and hpard!

wmmn.ﬁommmm

L rumbar,
p-‘mmmm-dmum Baceus of
volume of gt wadnichal

| Send 10
ltinrs canni
CA SOOI

Need we forget the 264 Marines
who lost their lives in that parking
ot in Lebanon? Yet Carter lost
eight in Iran. What about the huge
lines of bank customers thal were
trying to collect on failed banks?
Yet Jimmy Carter left a $59- billion
deficit against Reagan's looming
$200 billion. And how about the
Social Security recipient who lost a
stx-month cost-of-living increase,
just barely enough to pay for their
utility increase.

We had about 7.5% unemployed
under Carter while Reagan now
has about the same unemployed,
but somehow Reagan manipulated
that by placing our U.S, military in
with the employment figures. Jim-
my Carter made great strides in

world pei by gotth I -

Hnsgnwu-mpondhleih the ‘80s
for the decline in oil prices Lo about
$29 per L, a decline triggered
wﬁfmmﬁnmwm

lessly blatant example of The
Times' Republican bias. A cursory
glance at the pictures would lead
one to believe that Reagan's oppo-
‘nent is the -Cl10. has to
look closely to find Walter Mondale
in the picture, .
Theoretically, The Times' opin-

Welcome Back,
Doonesbury!

Welcome b:%. 'Dmf-:hw
and thanks to Times for capit-
ulating to Trudeau's demand for
expanded

will no longer have to reach for a
muimmﬂlmww

Also,

ing through the life cycle is more
ur:in just a matter of changing life
styles! 1

And don't underestimate “Doo-
nesbury's” on circulation.
When | move or when 1 have
travel, it's the indicator I use to
quickly determine which newspa-
per will best reflect and inform my
world view. When I've had a
chance to review the competition,
I've found this method virtually
infallible.

‘an image of an objective,

fair-minded newspaper. Thurs-

day’s front page should lay to rest
that myth, ence and for all.

PEGGY RHOADES

Pomona

Edwin M. Yoder Jr. (“Let Rea-
n Be Reagan,” Editorial Pages,
g:pt. 28) asks, “"Who would the
real Reagan be, if R were

Reagan?”
He's an actor, who ig currently
starring in a role as President of the

m’ﬂll.'.!.. Chatswarth 81311
Phone [818) 701-3200

United States. Since the Republ

can Convention the only question

has been, Who is writing his
?

ANNE PLOURDE
Gardena

Gas Pumps

Is it my imagination, or are the
big oil companies out to gouge
grandma out of a few extra billion?
First they redesigned the gas pump
handles so that they now weigh 38
pounds, Next they install a spring
in the pump handle that requires
the strength of King Kong to get
the gas to flow. Then they magical-
ly remove the little clips that were
originally designed to hold the
handle in the flow position so that
you wouldn't have to hold the thing
at all. Then they install a spring in
the hose lake-up reel with enough
power to remove the engine from
my car.

Grandma has arthritis and de-
cides that she has only one choice.
She drives o the full-serve pump
and they charge her 42 cents a
gallon to help her out. Ten thou-
gand miles a year take 800 gallons
of gas al 42 cents extra, or $336 per
year. Thirty million grandmas
should produce about $10 billion
Every year

FRED ZARSE
Ed Caidn
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RAP MASTER GARRY—365 DAYS A YEAR

By JAY SHARBUTT,
Times Staff Writer

fine facsimile of President

Reagan stands on the stage,

trying to get black votes by

showing that he, too, can rap. Ah,

he beams midway through, “we're

in a grove now.” An aide murmurs:
“Sir, that's groove.”

Thus begins “Hap Master Ron-
nie,” a satirical revue. Its tone is
light but its message is . . . well, it
portrays Reagan—and much of his
constituency—as genial and un-
thinking, insensitive to the poor
and black, positive about the rich
and white and amiably blithe about
such matters as nuclear war,
women's rights and El Salvador.

Some say that “Rap" is too
cutting, others gay it doesn’t cut
deep enough. "But that's the given
with this kind of show,"” sighs the
author, often identified as no fan of
Ronald Reagan,

The author, who actually is no
fan of Ronald Reagan, is Garry
Trudeau, 37, the mild-mannered
Yale graduate who begat the syn-
“Doonesbury” cartoon strip and
then the short-lived 1983 Broad-
way musical based on it

A Reagan skit from that musical
led o “Rap,” for which Trudeau
wrote the book and lyrics, with

. music by Elizabeth Swados, com-
poser for the earlier "Doonesbury.”

A 1974 Pulitzer Prize winner,
Trudeau avoids the publicity ram-
ble. He does interviews about as
often as the sun rises in the west,
But he made an exception to help
promote “Rap,” now on the boards
it the Bucklot Theatre in West Los
Angeles,

Thus it came to pass recently
that hefwas interviewed by phone

1 working vacation at his

fa small farm in Saranuc Lake
in te New York, where he
was semi-relaxing with his wife,
NBC* *eo-anchor Jane Pau-
ley, und thein two children,

In the of the interview,

deau, in addition to rapping
o 501
e kind of robyst

Z

Eisenhower and L.B.J. seems ab-
sent from the Reagan years. He
theorized that nowadays “true sat-
ire—that is, satire guided by a
moral purpose—is more difficult to
take, and people at this point want
comedy that’s mindless. , ., 1
think it's part of this long national
nap we're engaged in.”

—Lamented that NBC's “Satur-
day Night Live, after a barbed,
promising start in 1975, subse-
quently “seemed to have degener-
ated into kind of a nihilistic, hip-
per-than-thou exercise."

—Said the only idea that young,
would-be satirists seemed to have
gotten from that late-night show is
“to be funny at all costs. . ..
Today, the closest thing we have to
regular satire is the (Johnny)
Carson monologue (on NBC's “To-
night Show"). And there again, the
joke’s the thing. . . . The gag is
more important than any sustained
point of view."

—Said he was startled when
some critics knocked his Broadway
“Doonesbury’’ as not political
enough. He said he never consid-
“to be as political as its reputation.
It is far more involved in the lives
of its characters than in the body
politic.”

—Said he doesn't regard it as
censorship when newspaper edi-
tors won't run a "Doonesbury”
strip they consider too controver-
sial, too one-sided, or—as in a
recent refusal by The Times to run
a segment dealing with Frank
Sinatra—potentially too difficult to
defend in court should a libel suit
be filed.

“No, it doesn't concern me at
all,” he said of editors who balk,
momentarily or permanently. “I
consider it an enormous privilege
to think about things, put them into
my strip, and then have those
particular concerns show up in
800-some newspapers.

“So if it doesn’t make it into each
paper 365 days a year, it's nothing 1
worry about. 1 :mmnmnnbrein;at char-
aclerize it as believe
that editors have a right and a

Garry Trudeaw, comic strip author
and playwright, with one of his
syndicated “Doonesbury” strips.

True satire is more difficult to take, and people at
this point want comedy that’s mindless . . . I think
it’s part of this long national nap we’re engaged in.’

deem inappropriate for their read-
ers, for whatever reason.

“Now 1 don't always agree with
their reasons for so doing. But I
certainly have to respect their
right to do it. So, no, it's not
something that agitates me as
much ag one might think.”

Trudeau has agitated others

materialized, a satirical strip that

“still alternately needles and savag-

es the Establishment, his own
generation and the Fourth Estate,
to list a few victims. The list of
notables is quite varied—Richard
M. Nixon, former Yale President
Kingman Brewster, Vice President
George Bush, Amnesty Interna-

(Tip) O'Neill Jr. (D-Mass.).

The Fourth Estate spoofees
range from Dr. Hunter S. Thomp-
son to network types to People
magazine. And once, in making
sport of the New York Daily News'
all-out coverage of the “Son of
Sam" murder case, Trudeau even
ignited sort of a media range war
by enraging columnist Jimmy
Breslin, the tough but tender bard
of the blue collar,

Cited in Trudeau's jibes, Breslin
later replied in kind. He sneered in
print at the cartoonist’s work as a
momentary columnist covering the

STRIKE HALTS
BBC NEWS
WORLDWIDE

By TYLER MARSHALL,
Times Staff Writer

l ONDON—The British Broad-
casting Caorp, halted its news
and current events program-

ming Wednesday, at home and to a

global audience estimated at 120

million people, for the first time in

its 58 years.

The move came as part of a
24-hour strike by BBC news per-
sonnel protesting a decision by the
corparation’s board of governors to
withdraw “At the Edge of the
Union,” a controversial documen-
tary on Northern Ireland,

The decision, made under pres
sure from Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher and members of her Cab-
inet, has been widely interpreted as
an unprecedented act of censorship
against the BEC.

The BBC is owned and operated
by the British government, but the
absence of political interference
gince its inception in 1927 has
helped it to earn a global reputation
as one of the most independent and
regpected voices in broadeasting.

Britain’s Independent Television
Network (ITN) also suspended
news programming when its news
personnel joined the BBC strike in
sympathy.

British viewers tuning in for
morning television news found on-
ly a short message on their screens:
“We are sorry we are unable to
bring you our scheduled pro-
grams.” Five-minute hourly radio
newscasts were replaced by re-
corded music.

The BBC World Service sus-
pended programming in all 37 lan-
guages for the first time ever. It
transmitted only music, interrupt-
ed at 15-minute intervals with a
brief statement that the staff was
on strike to protest the withdrawal
of the documentary.

The British public appeared to be
divided on the issue of the canceled

Bﬁﬁublicm e many felt that they
[T Peaverrmpricrmt oy mm o i e

B HRuR Y IS e (R HOrL

"“It's not up to Mrs. Thatcher to tell
us what we should or should not

S AN L Ll p
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* Continued from Page 1

“He often does politics in his
strip,” Breslin wrote. “The politics

/ are filled with terrific quips from

the Yale Quadrangle from which he
comes. Bulldog Bow Wow Wow."

(Trudeau got even, though. At
convention’s end, he said, he wrote
a column—which parodied Bres-
lin’s direct-from-Queens style—
that said Breslin had an ax to grind.
No return fire has been reported to
date.)

Considerably more uproar has
-attended Trudeau’s cartoon shots
at Reagan, particularly in the fall of
1980 and 1984, when Reagan was
campaigning for the presidency
- against President Jimmy Carter,
then Walter Mondale.

Some newspapers, perhaps fear-
ing charges of participation in bias,

tive GOP stronghold. He says his
parents “were Eisenhower Repub-
licans” back when most everybody
liked lke. He won't identify his
party of preference, though.

He describes his philosophy this
way: “As a satirist, I'm basically a
patriot and an optimist. 1 feel that
one of the things that's remarkable
about this country is that we're
always challenging ourselves and
our leaders to do better. . . .

“l ean't see any Administration,
Republican or Democratic, where I
wouldn't be saying that—that it's
possible to do better.”

Because of his Reagan strips, he
says, there's probably a perception
that he’s been harder on the Presi-
dent than on other major political
figures. Not so, he insists. When
people, particularly newspaper ed-
itors, say otherwise, “they’re re-
acting with a se-
lective memory.”

1 can’t see any Administration . . .
where I wouldn’t be saying that it’s

possible to do better.’
T e L s e P M T T B ST B, T
s

either moved the Reagan-razzing
“Doonesbury” from the tidy neu-
trality of the funny pages to the
editorial page during the cam-
paigning. Or they simply shelved it
until after the elections.

Some, namely conservatives,
would say that Trudeau is your
basic liberal Democrat. Indeed, the
GOP’s Bush, although not accusing
Trudeau of being basic or even a
Democrat, said last year that the
cartoonist “is coming out of deep
left field, in my view, . . .”

He was responding then to ques-
tions about Trudeau’s lampooning
of him and his manhood in a strip
published during the presidential
election race.

The object of the vice president’s
h'em p in Sare c]’_,eke’\.vhjeh

He says he was
not satirically
soft on Carter or
any other Demo-
cratic presiden-

And, he says,
“many don’t remember, for exam-
ple, the numerous segments on
Jerry Brown.” He referred to a
controversial 11-part strip in 1979,
It concerned a $1,000 campaign
contribution that an alleged organ-
ized crime figure made to Brown, a
Democrat, during what proved
Brown's successful race in 1974 for
the governorship of California.

(When the segments appeared,
Brown called them “false and libel-
ous,” but never sued.)

Voicing the ancient view that no
satirist “has an obligation to be
evenhanded,” Trudeau says he be-
lieves that “for better or for worse,
I'm doing with ‘Doonesbury’ what
I've always done with it through
the years.

< Those editors and leadegrs who

nk thytthe tdng tof the cartaon
L. N ]

has changed might give some
thought to the possibility that the
tone of their newspaper—and of
the national dialogue and the times
in general—has changed.”

In 1983, Trudeau believed that
the countercultural times depicted
in “Doonesbury” would have to
change. He took a 20-month sab-
batical to reflect, regroup and plot
ways to avoid keeping both himself
and his strip in a “time warp.”

The cartoon returned to Ameri-
can newspapers in the fall of 1934,
with its major inmates in a process
of transition from youthful idealism
and commune commentary to an
uneasy coexistence with such re-
alities of life as earning a living. In
short, Graduation Day.

That also was the theme of his
musical, he says: “My feeling about
it was that many people who grew
up in that era” —
of teach-ins,
Vietnam protest,
rock music and
struggle for so-
cial change—
“felt that how

you led your life

political state-

ment. And that's one of the things
that Doonesbury characters wres-
tled with on graduation: How do
you reconcile a belief with the
imperatives of a career? Or more
simply, how do you avoid being a
hypocrite?”

“Rap Master Ronnie,” on the
other hand, involved no such wres-
tling, only what Trudeau and col-
laborator Swados regarded, and
with grave concern, as the tone and
record of Reagan’s years as the
nation's leader.

The 90-minute, 17-segment re-
vue premiered in 1984 in New

York. It bowed here last February

to generally nifty reviews, particu-
larly for John Roarke's 3
However, a few critics mildly
grousedthat some
& [ ]

gested that the proceedings might
be improved with periodic updat-
ing.

Trudeau disagrees.

“The point we're trying to make
is that any Administration should
be held accountable for more than
what appeared in the headlines
yesterday. It should be looked at
and judged in its totality.”

Trudeau is the first to admit that
his isn’t the first cartoon strip with
social or political commentary to
come down the pike. The late Walt
Kelly's “Pogo,” for one, has come
to be regarded as a swamp Doones-
bury of its time, having lampooned
Sen. Joseph McCarthy and certain
of the Nixon gang, namely John
Mitchell, Spiro Agnew and their
boss.

Trudeau’s personal hero in com-
ic-strip commentary is the late Al

‘For better or for worse, I'm doing
with “Doonesbury” what I've always

done with it through the years.’
. was in effect a ESEPEFIEETOS G B BT ST TS TSR IS IR R BT AU T

Capp (whose “Li'l Abner” became
a Broadway musical that enjoyed
far more box-office success than
the later “Doonesbury”).

The Capp crew included Sen.
Jack S. Phogbound, the baby-kiss-
ing, right-wing Southern politi-
cian. But in later years “Li’l Abner”
took a conservative turn, featuring
Joanie Phoanie, a caricature of
singer-activist Joan Baez, and lam-
basting student protesters.

That doesn’t diminish Trudeau's
admiration for Capp.

“He’s taken a bad rap, again
through that process of selective

memory,” says Trudeau, who twice
met the cartoonist before the lat-
ter's death in 1970. Many, he says,
forget that Capp “was considered
an outrageous liberal in the late
’30s, '40s and early '50s. . . .

“He was considered very tough
on the right-wingers and big busi-
ness. Then, in the '60s . . . well, Al
would put it that he stayed the
same but the country changed, and
that all the phoniness and fakery
now was coming from the left.

“But I don’t think you should
ever exclude the possibility that it's
still coming from the right, and I
certainly hope to be an equal-op-
portunity satirist for years to come.
By definition, a satirist has to be
against something in order to be for
something.

“Ta be a counter-institution, you
have to have an institution to push
against. The bulk of the authority
happens to come out of the White
House. And, after all, I wasn’t going

to retire if Mondale had wop

It occasionally is said that today’s
young liberal is tomormow's o]q

conservative. Does Trudeay ever
think or worry about that?

“No, and I don’t think Al woylq
either,” he says. “I think you jyst
have to follow your instinets. | | |
don’t think it’s my responsibility to
worry whether I'm being conser.
vative or liberal. I think it's my
responsibility to worry about
whether I'm being read.

“And by that, I don't necessarily
mean read and liked.”

He cited with particular pleasure
a letter he got last fall from a
disgusted citizen who wrote: “I've
been reading you for 15 years and
you're just as bad now as you ever
were.”

“Those kinds of readers I like,”
Trudeau said. “They’re reading the
strip. Whether it's the strip or the
show, at least they're paying atten-
tion. That's all you can hope for.”
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