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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE STUDENT AFFAIRS OFFICE
170 Ernst Bessey Hall

Jan. 6, 1969
T0: Dr._Ralph Lewis, Dept. Mat. Sci.
FROM: John H. Hinburne_

SUBJECT: _Bessey Materials

Thanks so much for sending me the Bessey materials. I
have not had a chance as yet to read all the way through

them, but 1 have read enough to know that they are very
valuable.

Thanks again, Ralph,

U

b ) : .
- HUnt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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CHARLES EDWIN BESSEY

Bern May 21, 1845 in & log house on & farm in Wayne Co,, Ohio, about
15 miles from Wooster. Ancestry, on both fu her's and mother's side, French

B
i

had two years of college traiming before the family migrated in

thern wilds (mainly g Gratiot, Montealm Counties), His job

hs entered Michigen cultural College in June 1866 graduating with the

mun.s.s.n 1869, Ths winter vecations of 1865, 1866, 1867 and
he taught three momths country schools, At gradustion he was appointed

188/ he sceepted the pesitiom as Professor of Botany and Dean of the

the University of Nebraska at lincoln, (The "Industrisl
School" corresponds to the two divisions here of Agriculture and Applied Science),
1888-1891 and &t other interregmm periods he was Acting-Chancellar, but
steadfestly refused to bscome Chanceller, The Sem, Bot, was organized in 1886
by Pound, Webber, snd others, He died February 25, 1915 after four weeks
iliness,

In 1879 the book publisher, Hemry Holt started the publication of a series
of scientific textebocks and asked Asa Gray to contribute the book on betany,
Be refused and recommended C, E. Bessey, The first edition appesred in 1880
and was followed by several other editioms, In 188/ a series of Briefer Course

Note by Ralph W Lewis: These two pages are the abstract of.‘ a seminar
report given by Ernst A Bessey on 7 June 1943 to the Michigan State
College Botany Department Seminar, The abstract was prepared by

E A Bessey.
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s K. A, Emerson, L. L, Harter, H, W, Barre,

ts, Edith 8, Clements, G. G, Hedgeock, W, T, Harme, Comway
George T, Miles, E, G. Montgomsry, R. J. Pocl,
ry Elds Rena Walker, lewa B, Walker, G. F, Werrenm,

C. W.

Thornte:

Among the students who tock their botany atiNebragka may be mentiomed
mrm,w:. Webber, Albert F. Woods, Cormelius L. Sheer, Per Axsl

Homer L,
E,

-

R, E, Stone, J.
¥, A, Wolf, John L, Sheldom, ete.

Pederts _
Eaciillan, Haven Metcalf
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