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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINGTON

EEONOMIC AND FYSTEMATIO BOTAMY sy ad. 1924.

Ire 3. L. Exxan,
Axargura 6,
Fapana, Cuba.

Dear Dr. Zignan:

1 w&s very glad to get your letter of May 15th and =lso the
pard of ssme date, I taim it that you are about to start for
Eaitl.

I am very glad that you like the baromster. You are thank-
ing me but really you should thank YMrs. Chase. Our regulations
would mot permit us to provide you with s barometer amnd I did not
liks to lend my new one 2s I had just haed it calibrated at 1o
Bureau of Standards. Daromsters hsrs are very expeasive., "~
Tais ons of mine cost L35. 3o Trs. Chass said she wonld provida ome
personally. Sha sent $20 to Dr. Pilger in 3arlin, asiitig nim to
Furcnsss 2 barcmeter snd send tu you 2nd if thsro wasany aoney left
to give 1t tc Gemman cnildren who were in need. Irs -iiger writes
tnct the bzrometer cost. fifty gold merks so b has 30 gold marks to give
to nesedy children.

I mote tact you ars pragaring to send your msin cnlleation of
Erassas to .zshington for safa xeeuving. I think this 1s a very good
idea andg ve will store tham for you safsly,., 'I hope jou =2y be abla to come
tc eshington to0 work up your grasses yourself. 8 havs ample facilities
here =2nd you cculd do 2 good Jjob on the work.

I have asxed tho Museum to send yow a eccpy of !Mr. standley's article
on Srgthrina . f

I =ish you the best of success in your trip to Haiti and £zel surs
thit wa 3hall receiva a nica lot of grasses from you.

UL A anel

4, 3+ Aditchcock, dotarist in Jharge of 3ysta-
matic Aprostology, 3ureaun ef Flint
Indusatry.
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2—Dr. Erlk L. Elomn.

The only specimen of Aristida spiciformis we hava from Cuba is the
Britton ome cited. This has two panicles from which all the florets
have fallen and one very immature one from a basal bramch. The aristate
glumes and denss panicle agree with the TYorto fico specimen. I should
bs very glad to ses your Cuban form.

1 note what you say concerning the accent on Brothsr Léon's nam .
In my previous publications 1 had: besn accenting the o but he wrole
me tnst the pm rar way was an accent on 8 since this wag a ¥French names,
We thersfors changed this throughout in our mamuscript. L hope that
wa havs not misunderstood him in thise

I am very glad to get your motes on localitiss, etc. 1 hope that
by this time you have gome to Haitl and are getting a nice lot of grasses
for us. 1 zppreciate greatly your interest in our work.

umnemlygmu,m
. &
A, S, Ritchcock, Botanist in Charge of

Systematic Agrostology, Bureau of
Plant Industry.
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UNMNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE o
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINGTON
ECONDMIS AND STETEMATIO BATANY December 24, 1925,
Dr. 2. L. Sman, ] | I
Pha mscie Buch, -
Port-su-Prince,
Haiti.

( Dear Dr. Elosar:

I was very glsd to hear from you through your recent

letter to lirs. Chase.
1 am just going ayay to attend the scientific mesting of the
*  Amarlcan Association at Kansas City. .

In your letter you referred to your Cuban grasses wnich wa
have h.era-. Thera appear to be several new speciss among these,
sltmoueh 1 have givan no eritical s%:.r.an.tim: to them. I bave thought
that ultimatsly you weuld ba able to describe these grasses yourself.
I maturally would not want to publish any thing on them if ya are
intending to do so. I hope that when yoa raturn from your Halti
trip you will bs in a position to take up tiae publication of your
Cuban grasses avd also that you may ba abls to come to Washingtom
and study them in conmection with our other callections. :

1 am wishing you a Merrie Christmas and a happy Hew Year.

N y?“éﬁ' (P52 2l

A, S. Hitchcook, Senior Botanist in Charge
of Systematic Agrostology.

Office address: Smithsonian Institution.
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- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

3 4 ' BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
; i WASHINGTON
1 .
ECONGMIG AND SYSTEMATIC BOTANY . ! v Pebruary 1, 1927.
&

!
®» Dr. Erik L?Ekmn,
Pharmaclie W. Buoh,

Port-au-Prince,
¥ 4 Haiti, West Indiss,

{ Dear Mr. Elman; .
The latter part of last year I speat a month in

> ] Cuba, 1 visitsd Pinar del Rio, Soledad, Baragug, and

( Guaro., At the latter place I made a trip up to the
mine in the Slerrz Nipe., Very scon I shall be working
up the grasses that I collectsd on this trip. I have
thought that it might be well to look over ths wihole
ques tlon of grasses anl prepere a papsr on additions
to the grass flora of Cuba, supplemsntary to the Grasses
of the Vest Indies. It may be that ya hsve collected
the same species,in soms cases,that I have found on thls
trip. It is cuits probable that you have several other
species that have been Tound by no one else but yourself.
Ers. Chase hes studied your grasses and has reportad on them
to jou but thus far the new species have not been described.
I had hoped that ycu would ultimately be sble to do this
yoarself. I am writing now to &sk whether you think it
would be well for me tc take up the stondy of your grasses.,
1 nots that you azd Urban have published & numbser of new

4 specles, crediting them te Urban and Elman. Poss ibly, ym

{ . woald like some such arrangement as this In regard to the
grasses. I do not want to hurry you in this, and in case
you wish to wait and publish them yourself I wili pasa them
by. It is unfortunats to allow them to lie indarinitaly
without bsing named, because others are likely to find them

\ and it is especially desirabls to have things worked up as
rapidly as possibla.

I have read the correscondence batwaen Jou and Mrs, Chase,

The grasses thal have been contributed or sald to this herba-
rium ara distributed, but the grasses that are stored here ars
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2--Dr. Brik L. Elmman,
not distributed. They are, howaver, arranged so that we can

got at them easily., Te have not yet received the labals for
these but they are scom to ba sent by Dr. Saruelsson, Ths

Sincerely yours, E A
A. 8, Eitchcou. Senlor Botanist i

Charge of Systematic Agros tolog.

Office address; Smithsonian Institution,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

L BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINOGTON
BOTANY

Jmuery 27, 1928,

Dr. E. L. Bxan, Care Pharmscle W. Buch,
Port-ao-Prince, Haltl.

Desr Dr. Ekmen:

I have your lettar of Jmuary 17th with remarks
on cartain identifipations of your Tast lot of grasses.
The collaction itself is not sccessible at the moment
as it has been sant away for mounting.

I note that you refer to identifications by Mrs.
Chase ard myself at different times, I would way in regand
to this that yom shomld oot pat much welght on differences
of identification made at diffent times. 0Ome of us may have
changed cur opinion in tle meantime, For example, yoa rafer
to Aristida rossl, Uy rscent identification was made on the
basis of & revision of Worth Amserican Aristida which I pub-
lished & few years ago. Mrs. Chase's identification was mde
Lvefore that time 2nd bafors the gerus had bsen carefully
vevised and her identificsation should not bs given waight.

In regard to Psnlous chrysopsidifolium yoor specimen
was gertainly not this spsciss. 1 remamber that certaln
sedinans of yoars I referred to Panlcwn acuminatum, although
the specimens of Haitl am sonewlat different from thosa of
Jamalca, w'snce the type.

. 1 think your judsmext on ths small Hanbdos should be
better than mine, You ars dealing with them as they am® grow-

ing.

The spec iman of Andropogen resembling i, gracillis am
which I raferred to A. gracilis is somewhat different and
we have other mecimens 1iue it. I did not fesl, however,
that the difrerepce was sufficient to consider 1t a dbstlnct
specles. I 1llke to have some sort of a dafinite character
by which species can be dis tinguished.
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2--Dr. E. L. Ekman, .

In regord to Danthonla #e must lmve changsd car minds,
I £ind that in the herbarium I have Danthonis ‘sehretreey mz}.y
from Jama lca,

I will try and look up tks Serghum when the specimens are |
mounted. 1 will say, however, that I have glven little atten—
tion to the cultivated varisties of this group.

-

¥rs. Chase has discussed the two forms of Pospalum secans
in the Grasses of the West Indies, page 319, In her Revision
of Faspalum now under »ay she has one of these as z varlaty of
the other. Although fomms csn be distingulshed the differences
are 50 slight that she dld not feel like making them distinct
spacies. Of course,;this is a matter of individual judegment.

Sincerely youys, —
1 GopLimtosoel
4. 5. Hitchecock, Senlor Botanist in

Charge of Systematic Asrostology

0:fice address; Smithsonisn lnstitution.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY

WASHINGTON
BOTANY

June 7, 1930.

Dr. Erik L. Zlman,
Consulado de Dinemarca,
Calle Coldn 15,
S5to. Domingo City, Republica
Dominicana

Dear Doctor Elman:

Some time ego I wrote you in regard to the duplicates
which ers stored hera, I saild that Dr. Samuelsson had asked to
heve these sent on to Stockholm. I hesitate to do fhis until
I heve heard from you., As I have not heard fram you in regard
to this point it may bs that you acquiesce.in this disposal of
the specimens. At any rate I will send the specimens on to Dr.
Samuelsson 1f I do not heer from you to the contrary.

Sincerely aia ﬁf'/ m@%

A. S, Hitchcock, Principal Botanist
in Charge of Systemutic Agrostology.

Offica ad&ms_a: Smithzonian Instituzion.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINOTON

September 20, 193C.

Dr. E. 1. Eovan,
Cars Consule=do de Dinamarca,
Calle Coldn 15,
Sto. Domingo City,
Republice Dominicana

Dezr Doctor Ekman:

I heve your card of Septembsr 2nd which reached here
just before I rsturned from England where I was attending
the lnternstionsl Botanical Congress. I note what you say
in regard to publishing the Ouban srasses together, I will
try and get at this at an sarly date. Since we ers Tetaining
a set of the plants it would not be necessary to hold the entire
collection. I will look over the duplicates of the new species
in order to see that the descripiion covers all. uafter that
I would sunpose that I could send on the set to Dr. Samuslsson.
I shaill follow the Internationel Rules of lNomenclaeture, which I
essume you also support. ihen I am uble to zet a2t the description
of ihe new species I will send a copy to you foryour comme k.

sincemlay.yf\féﬂ ;74/ ’2’ w ZX

A, S. Bitchcock, Principal Botanist

in Charge of Systematic Agrostolosy.

O*fice address: Smithsonizn Inatitution.
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2~Dr. Erik L. Ekman

In general, I may say that there was e strong wish to compramise
differences and to eliminate friction. There was gensral satisfaction
with the results of the sessions. &8s I remember it there was action
which sccomplishad much of which you suggested in your last paragreph,
that is, the rejsction of many nsmes by Adanson, ete. No change was

{ made in regard to duplicate bipomials, They are rejected as heratofom .
The Congress refased to mccept the principle of conserving specifiic
namas.

Referring sgaiz to the Samuelsson question of returning your
( Cuban grasses which we have,l: take it that there would be uo objection
to sending him those grasses which are not concerned with the new spe—
cies., In this case I can return all the others and free our casesto
that extent, We are considerably pushed for space.

Sincerely yours, Ve ! 6}(‘
4. 8. Hitcheook, 'ﬁ;oipel Botanist in
Charge of Systematic AfTostology.

Office eddress: Smithsonisn Institution.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINGTON

Jamary 2, 1931,

Dr. Erik L. Ekman,
Consulado de Dinamarca, .
Calls Colén 15,
Sto, Domingo City,
Republica Dominicana

Deer Doctor Ekman:

I have received a letter recently from Dr. Samuelseon
of Stockholm in which he asks me to send the entires grass
collection,except for our sst, buck to Stockholm, I am referring
now to the Cuban collections, I hesitate %o & this without your
permission; so I hope you will write ma ss soon as possible in
regerd to this. As I wrote in a precedings letter, Mrs. Chase and I
ars planning to put out a revised acacunt of' the grasses of the Wess
Indies. We have much sdditional information in addition to the
new specles that you heva collscted. If you have no objections we
are planning to include all the new species that ws Tecognize s such and
npon which you gave manuscript names. These we w1ll credit % you es
solu suthor. Since we hnve retained a complete set, including these
naw spacies, it will not be necessary for us to retain thes diplicatss
of these new species, They can be sent on to Dr, Semmuelsson. In picking
out our set we hove been careful to have the spacimens entirely represen=
tetive. I hope I may hear f'rom you Soon as otherwise I shall feel
obliged to accede to Dr. Samuslsson's request and ssnd the specimens
on to him as I understand that he exercises the actusl omrahiy and

responsibility in regard to them.
Sinceraly nmurn, :

A. S, H&tchcoct Prineipal Botaniat in
Cherge of Systemetic Agroatology.

0ffice addrsss: Smithsonian Institution.
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