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Toodles: A Foundling Squirrel.
g

One dey in esrly April s Smithsonian messenger corossing the
Nall rescued = baby squirrel from some boys who were feasing him.
The beby's right hind foot wes injured, tie toes gone and the fur
torn from the top of the little foot. He found much sympathy in the
Smitheonian. A girl cetaloguer took him home and she E"hor sister II
gave him milk from a tesspoon end ounddled him and nameadand made
a nest for him of a breskfast food box with cotton butting Ffor
bedding. The second night in his new home, it wes chilly and
Teodles lessened his popularity by ¢limbing up the bedolothes and
muking himself snug at the feet of a third girl who Bhar&t‘ilp
apartment and slept on a cob. I hed coveted their !ooﬁugﬂn
sns after this mdventure they gave him to me to raise. Ke w=a #" "
1itile Pfellow thst you oould held in the pelm of -yonr hend, m'
teil was long and not bushy and he never hedd it mp. Bub his *qum'
were bright and his teeth sharp. Toodles passed the day of his
trarsfer of guardienship in the rooms of the grase herbarium inihe
amithsonden, sleeping most of the time in his cot#on—batting bed.
The Chief shared his noondasy bottle of milk with the 1it{le found-

ling and I fed it toc him by means of a fountain pen filler. He took
to this thout emy oo and it beecme the secepted method o
‘i f;%;n Q&J !.Jr‘?‘i-dl- ;,Q}_‘z P
feeling. He WO ;1..t‘.ten himself out ‘in my left hend, the toilh
and hind legs extended, the legs kicking with sctisfaction or _.h"
impetience end his 1ittle hends grasping the dropper of milk.

\ g ¥ >
He nibbled at shelled pecans, holding the mut in his hends but af

dovn on &1l fours, resting on his elbowe. He dropped S0 meny erumbs,

he did not seem to get much of the meat into his Tittle tummy, but

— - SRR
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it was good prectice and he wes given all he would nibble. When
we resched home that night, he pettered erounmd +the rooma Pow
minutes his elows -elieking on- the bare Tioors ~Phen he had warm
milk snd after that he erept into his nest, & large meiling tube
storped at one end, and pulled the cotton in aftar himself until
the mouth of the tube was ol.-sed. He was not a fresh air foddist, .
he zlways kept his nose as far away frow fresh eir as he coulg gﬂ. iq
1t.\ T put his nest in a basket and, together with milk and dropper,
placed’dt beside my bed so that I could feed him 1f he waked in 2
the nights> The next morning after nis ‘milk, I offered him

'l
.

8 11%tle st the milk. 1 put hinm in & big rep-ccyered invelid chair
while I ate breakfast and he Tan up the back of 1t though his foot
Was not yet healed and he had but three legs to climb with, - i |

48 I live slone, I took Toodles in his nest ia a basked together
With hie milk-dropper and his mube to my next neighbor, some 20 '
°r 30 rods distant, to care For during the day. He made himself '
very welcome to her and to the rest of the family, and so we brought
bim up between us, I taking him there each morning, except Sunday,
and stopping for him on ny way home in the evening,

Poodled" intellizemce ana developing instincts were 80 interest-
ing that I kept a record or "baby book" of his doings. His most

Fronounced ingtinet st first was to elimb, eapecially up anything
thet resembled & dark Passage. He would run up under my sweater }
or, under ny skirts; and when a 1ittls botenicel elub met here a ‘

few days after Toodles!? adoption, he Ten up the men's trousers and
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under their coats and finally, -1ori¥,a al vers.jﬁu.gsleﬂ down
happily, his bright eyes peering ont bsnenth he owner's wrist B%
tha cugf ss from & hollow log. EHis method of taking milk end the
gusto with which he drank 4% won hewr ty applause and there wes
more goology then botany discussed thwt evening. This was the
first day (April 16) that Toodles attempted to sit up squirrel-
faghion to nibble his nuts,., He humped over considerably and
occogionally lost his balance snd toppled forward. Having u sgtered |
the srt of sitting withomt tie use of his arms he at omce ‘hopa}f—
the characteristic squirrel trick of twrning one uﬁl’ F‘ﬂ!!--’ .
on his breast --his hand on his heart it looked ldike--while p
hesitating ss to his nmext move.

I soon begen to reslize the difficulty of doing hous ework
with & baby--not in srme to be sure--but on back or ghoulder oxr
head even, or under ones skirts. To make it more comfortable
for both of us, since he insisted upon henging on to me somewhere,
I tied e string sbout my waist over the apron which hung from my
shoulders. DThis g ve him & nest over my stomach and he snugiled
contentedly into it. Once when he w:s curled up there I coughed.

Toodles roused and ceme to the top of pbe apron and looked aboub

Tt ARt L

to see what caused the disimrhanua,

On his second Sundey with me I took Toodles out of dooxs

e

to photograph him. It was oold and windy and after ten or fifteen
minutes the little Zellow seemed to be chilled. I brought him |
in and woes distressed to see him shmlking and %o hear his little i
toeth ohutter. I hastened to £111 the hot water bottle and to '[
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put Toodles and it between pillowa. He snuggled up to it
comfortably and in an hour or so csme out again as playful as

ever. In spite of his thick fur be wee very sensative to the

cold end on chilly nights he had the hot water Dottle for com-

pany. BEvidently heat was pleesant to him for he always got as close
to the bottle as possible., Lest he cook himself, I put warm, nof
hot water in the bottle. He had graduated from the qg}ling-tuhﬁ F
and basket to a bed between pillows in the big ohair./ He soon.

began to notice sounds and to show caution. Thic Sunday he was
busy esting a nut when a piece of demp wood in the open fire Wn
londly. Toodles dropped his nut end fled under the desk. Ina "
minute or two he cenitiously returned and picked uwp his nut when

bang! went the wood again. He fled but ceme back soomer. At the
third and fourth ersck he ran away but retirned guiekly snd after
thet paid n%LatMnﬁon to the crackling fire.

Though 3ehed ell the milk and nut meats he wonld take, I thought
he needed some food he wus not getting for he often nibbled at my
fingers and ear lobes. I offered him cracker, butter, macaroon,
each of which he ate a2 1little of. Leter crzcker ceme to be part
of his regular diet. I offered him lettuce, carrot and apple but
the would not sccept any of them. Water he drank by lapping,
nolding his head out flat to evoid wetting his long nose. Ky
neighbor gave him his milk from & spoon, it wes less bother than
the drcpper, and he made mo objection. When I offered him milk
in a spoon, however, he would not take it bul ren up end down my
arm and frisked ebout impatiently and loocked &t me, I fancied l

reprosehfully anﬂ«imaginad his saying, "Don'% you love your Toodles |
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any moret" He liked to emck his milk from the dropper and until

Le wegned himself late in May he always got it so from me. When he
wet his 1ittle chin he wiped it on enything handy, often my skirt or
sleeve., In esting shelled peanuts he cleaned off the skin then ate
down the imner feoe of each half only, leeving i1t = boo t-shaped
Bhell._:fln & few days more he begen to gnaw things, aiept less

and played more. One morning teking him to my neiglbor's he

jumped from my shoulder, just for the adventure, syparently for he

o

4id not try to get away but ran up my arm resdily when I;gt,g'a_rg_@ 5-‘

fhim.. Sundeys, together =11 day, were happ;'? days for both of us.
"

b g i % e 26tn of April wes e red letter dey in Toodle's development. .
In the morning he got through his first nut shell, & boiled =
chestnut. He wes delighted with himeelf, climbing the cheirs é
jumping to the desk or table and running up the face of the brio&t
fireplace and sharpening his teeth by gnewing the mortar. L;iv'imc""

in close daily intimscy with the little creaturs ome cdmeg o

understend him snd hic motives znd emotioms. I did not humanize him
any more thén I squirreliszed myself but on such close sequaintance '
we both reslized that we were skin, even though the kinghip were &
long way back--we were fellow mammals &t least. Toodles' Joy

of 1ife and delight in achie%nmt were too plainly shown to be

£
misteksn.  From the first Toodles had delighted in Jumping through
ot 1 Laoy £ PP ER = 8T

and owt & child's little rush-bottom chair on the heerth. B !\”h__.}
turning over this chair and enother but larger one like it end |
plecing them together it made a series of jumps end climbs that

|

Toodles enjoyed. His climbing imstinot wus growing ever stronger, F‘
|

II
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Apain snd a%nin he tried to go up the stairs only to fall
back. Climbing up tle chair back he could jump to the desk, which
stends esgeinst the stairway. ihether or not he knew thut this was
the place he had been trying to get I do not know. He tried from
here to go higher but fuiled. But he could descend, that was
something new and he mede the circuit severel times, up the chair
(or my skirt) on to the desk, on to the steirs and down egain. He
showed curiosity, nosed about on the desk and wunted to gnaw the
books. He tried tc bury a nut in the fringe of the rug. 'I'h.in |
instinet heo shown itself before in his serstohing at the rug,
‘especislly the fringe, and then putting 1t. This time the instinct
eppesred full grown, he gonthered the fringe about the nut &s much aeg
possible, then petied 1t and wemt off happy. This day wes all
Jjoy for him except for being posed for pictures. However ba ppy
he wus in the open as soon as I pleced the comers he sought a dark
ecorner.,

His foot was healed completely now and he become more playful
every day, and squirrel habits eppeared repidly. BHe woshed hise
face with his paws like a cabt. His %2il was getting bushy. It
woe often held up in play but usually out strzight. One trick hs

begun st this time I never learned the significznce of. Standing
up straight with his paws on some support as the arm of & chair he
chz ttered his teeth and snapped his tail, Iﬁf:-;et it wes some
manner of squirrel talk to his own syecies that ;.El yet he knew
not. His burying instinet was daily evidenced by nute and bite (

|
of cracker under the edge of the Tugs, or by finding them in my | '
|
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plippers, in the chairs, or in 00rners., He developad t]!ua trick of .
his relatives in the Mall, lowering ths‘a t2i1 to one side end approach-
ing an object cautiously, eusing with his hand on his hesrt and
gdvaneing agein., The play of = kitten is that of & beast of prey,
= hunter. Toodles' play was that of the hunted., He would play &t B
being csutious, werily approaching en object, the heerth broom or
my foot perheps, with body low and tail held to one eide, with
many balts and atarts.

One evening when I wes putting the house to rights, Toodles
¥mooked dovn the broom which was leaning againet the firepleoe.
Tt fell with o bang, snd Toodles "froze", nol a magcle moved for a8t
least & minute. Then very quietly be went to the rocking chair
and ouddled down between the pillows, gnbdued after his narrow
sscope ‘rom the terrible Thing the¥ moved so swiftly end made such
sn ewful noise when he touched it.

Shortly after this Toodles jumped yet the nindow &% my
neighbor's into & tree close Dy and ren down the trunk. But he
made no sttempt to run away.

The next Sundey wes Tine and I fook Toodles into the garden
vith me but he did not yet like to be out d.ors. He scratched
a little in the esrth and niblled at chickwaeﬂf but most of the
time he clung to me or hid under my skirts. Beck in the house he
wes happy and full of play. He got out and ate a peanut he had
npuried” in the fringe of a rug before we went out. This day he
succeaded in his oft-repeated sttempt to go up the stairs end hed l

& happy time of it running uy mmd down or sitting on an upper ‘

step complacently looking down from between the rails, Finslly
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he jumped from the end of un upper step, avout 7 fert high. He
lsnded sefely but wes subdued in his behevier for = few minubes

aﬁ iid not do it sgsin. By this time & passion for gnawing bad
come to possess hin, He gnawed everything snd kept me busy saving
my belongings from his sharp teeth. He was particulerly heppy on
the aesk, there were 8o meny things to investigate, such toothsome
pencils, end sbove all the dictionary. He returned tu thot egein and
again when I put him elsewhere. If I try to soere him off by 8 %ap

of my pencil or & warning motion he tekes 1t for part of the gm
pounces on my pencil and hangs on as I write, then pack to the
diotionsry. Then he discovered a drowing board of soft wood. That
£i1led & long felt want for both of us. I woe glad to have aome-
thing I was willing to heve gmnowed. He got into the open drewer !r
of the deek and begen gnewing pepers. I took them out and put in
some geed o:stelognes for him. This kept him busy for a while.
Finally he guieted down on the dictionary, end lay there, the 1ids ;
dq%ping over the bright eyes, but,like humen bebies, he tried hard

to keep them open. Then he erewled back into the desk drawer and
went ,{t?j’;lae'?. _ T leTthiu-there while: I-hsi-surper. When I cems
back to the desk'/‘he ‘had diaagpeared. Aifter considersble search

and ez2lling I found him in the duster-bag high on & clothes-hook in
the beth room. He muest have re:ched the bag by climbing & baethrobe

which hu.ﬁg on &n sdjoining hook. I brought him down and put him

in his-usual place between pillows in .-th,g big oheir. But -he- wounld
not. sebtle down. Ferhops he 1iked bed clothes. I geve bim a olean
duster but thet did not satisfy him. After fussing sbout & while i
.

he went beck up to the duster-beg, and thet was his nest henceforth. I
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He wos elweys clemmly and after the firost week or so never golled
| his nest. The climbing instinet hed le@ him to the highest place
.. in the ﬁuo- celsiorl“-- eand only then was he ssiisfied. J%&
T The next ﬂay wes 5 bn.sy one too. When I ceme down steirs
1/ in the morning I found he hzd been up before me snd hed socooped
out about helf a pint of esrth from a flower pot on the stair-
lending, When I stopped at my neighvor's for him on my way home
from work I found he hsd been up the tree 211 sfternoon. Be was |
as high up as the sceond story windows. 4As I celled and coexed
Rir he ren out on branches snd mede starts to descend the trunk
but was ovidently afraid-- he had olaws on three feek only. From
an upper window, my neighbor reached out a board to him, he jumped

upen it and so wos brought down. He did not seem subdued as wea_

his wont after unpleasant advanturaa.

m—meomd—m&woh—ﬂvﬁe gy neighbor's small boy £nd I
cor {1 Hloverarto set mib(in, the grien)

_ noodles into ihe gurden with us. He dug

in the esrth and frolicked joyously, I had taken ont two peils

of water for uhﬂ trmplﬁn‘!:ing, Whil 1 was using, one, dles

5. '."r.’r R . ..t L devar ‘“ﬁ; %
sumped into "‘he thors 1 nurried bim inta the JJ ¥iped him
ATy, he aoolﬁi—ng and barkiag‘ Ha aried uaaﬂ.y anﬁ the 1ittle
rat- tail fluffed out agiin. Then T geve him a nut end put him
in the big chsir. When I came in from the gerd-n he had gone to bed
in the duster-beg. Thut day of sdventure wus apparently a little ‘Ecoq
much for him. The next morning he was not up before me as usual.

when T went into the bathroom he stuek hiz head out of the bag but

did not come out. I brought up his warm milk &nd he took breskfast
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in bed. Then while I finished dressing he ceme oub and lazily
stretched himself scross two clothes hooks, fore paws over one,

hind legs over another K and resently went back to bed, congratulatin
himsel®, I thought, thet unlike his foster perent he did not have to
get up and go to work whether he felt 1ike it or mot. I put every-
thing out of the way thet might injure him if he meddled with i,
hung the bath mat over the tub, so thut he could climb out if he
jumped into the tub, put out nute, orackers and milk for his luneh,
shut the door end left him, I laft the deor=key 8t my meighbor's !
Wt Paul;-the DOF,” might visit sooa:es &t noon. He d1d so ‘and {
was eesruhi.ns for him end cslliing whm his 111:1:1« fr:lm maem '

his back,” When I returned from work, Toodles was still in bed. He
come down stairs on my shoulder, cte, drank, and pleyed rather
lazily and went up to bed sgein. Hext morning he was up bafore

I wus. DThat day he climbed the tree ag in but cume down withoub

help.

By this time he no longer disliked out doors and the weather
wap growing warm so I left him on the screened back poroch ingteud
of taking kim to my neighbor’s. EPainting ani paper-hanging were
going on there and I feaved Toodles had made himself a 1ittle too
much at home anyway. From the looks of the poreh at night, he must
have had a good time 21l by himself. Of the supply of nuts left
for tim on the window sill not one remained thers, but they were in l

every corner, in the tool box, in the hammoek, under the mat. OF l

|
1 @0 not think he ate sny. @ne cold and reiny day, I-shut-him in ||

&
gsome hesns left over from plenting, Toodles bad split avarx;\om--
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the kitehen. I thought I had put every thing out of resoh -but-he.
_mansged-to-give -me-an --ovonin&!mrk_.wmuup.ﬂnﬂw—m. " BY
the Tiret of Moy, Doodloe could shell his own English welnube and
hagel nuta. He promptly buried in the earth the first J:%‘E I ever
gave him out in the gerden. On the evening of the G‘b‘.h as Ia

worked in the gerden he for the first time set up straight in the
cheracteristiic squirrel "lookout™ attitude. He was wild with
joy over this achievement, I-epplanded him heertily and he
osme running to me-ant we had a grest frclie. 4gain wmd sgain he
atruek the pose, and then frolicked and rolled and leaped in mﬂ
delight. He dug in r.he earth just where I was digsing end played
. Rodine ppdos AL .

with my ﬂngsra. - oiten wcmﬁom what be thouglt my hands werse,
Pid he think they were two 1ittle playmates as well as providers
oiz milk and nuts, or did he lmow they were attached to that Big
Creature it wes such fun to elimb upl

He shortly found his volice end did much baby rumbling in his
throat. And oftsner he stood up, snspped his tail and chattered

é&: hie teeth. His toilet had become more elsborste. Almost from

the Tirst he had washed hie face with his psws. XNow he weshed his
arme and clbows and the back of his neck and behind his sursg, and the
vim with whioh he a4d 1% would put most boys to shame. He dressed
his toil in ineh seotions. All his movemente were lightning guick,
One morning as I vigorously wiped my fuce, Zoodlea syeing me from
his nest, he as vigoromely washed his. Was 1t suggestion or merely

& eoincidence?
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On the morning of the 10th, I showed Toodles a spider. He
eyed 1t, smelled it, end to my emaszement picked it up snd ate it,
C[ ani then sniffed sround for more! Some daye later, I placed another
gpider before him., He did not weit to emell it but promptly ate
it, On the 15th I brought in & tosd for him to see. Toodles stared |

at it, smelled it--then the toed hopped. That was interesting

and Toodles examined it more closely. Another hop, Toodles wenk
around in front and stared at the toed and thwtarol at Toodles,
with its bulgi ey Bub it did not move often enough and b

Toodles lest interest.
In an uiper psnel of the screening on the porch where Toodles

now spent his duys wind and westher had mede a big hole. One even-
ing when I returned he waes not on the pornhl and I had some anxious
moments until af my ezlling he cume running from under the shrubs
in the garden. The trees and shrubs in the yard were but two years
0ld and offered but little to an aspiring climbnr. He enjoyed
running about the yurd, though, and I mn-ﬁn the n::z.“' from
ripe violet pods.

On the morning of the 19th of May , my sister came to spend
the sumrer and che and Toodles et onoe adopted each other. As we
sat at breakfset Toodles Jumped on the tuble, nosed about and
helped himgelf to a strawberry. He smt out bite of it (the seeds

I think), so, to save the teble cloth I 1iffed him on to a plate. r
He sat on it contentedly esting his strawberry until but a small

pisce was left. He wunted to bury that somewhere on the fable }!
but that puszzling Big Creature again interfered.

“

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation |



18

s 5,

The morrow, left with his newfriend, wus & record day for fun,
from his peint of view, for destrunoiiveness from ours. I had
hardened my heart to keeping hinw out of the reoms unless I counld
zive him undivided attention but my sister wes more indulgent and

Toodles had a glorious day. He gnawed the oork oubt of sn ink bottle

on the desk, upset the bottle, =poiling some cherished negatives
of himself; gnawed the edge of the desk; upset & bowl of roses,
spilling the water on some books, and upset another vase of flowers
on the dining toble. He would hzve hod more fun but fhe new Big
Creature was queer, too, amd put him out on the porech.

This was the lust day he socepted milk, his teil was bushy
and held aloft Jaunzly. :m e'oﬁﬂ*o}};?'_a‘ :bﬂrie‘e}anﬂ’ E?.?;Eh ol
a mut shell--Toodles wis no longer & bpab¥. , For three aaya ha hed
a happy life in the garden. From the window ledges he ote the tops I
off unopened rose buds, feasted on violet and bell-flower seed ppgw
and buried every nut he could lay paws on. He scratched up a bone
from the gurden where it had been turned under in compost, carried
it onto the front stoop &nd gnawed it and after m while took

it back to the garden and buried it. Iy sister, preparing radishes
for supper, offered Toodles one. He peeled it, rolling it swiftly
in his 1ittle hunds as he did a nut, and ate it with great gusto.
Then he Tolled in the leaves as & kitten rolls in catnip, tossed
them end pleyed with them.

Un Saturday the 23rd when I reached home expecting to be

greeted as usuel by Toodles, I lesrned from my sorrowing sister

thet he had dissppeered shortly efter I left in the morning end thet

she had searched and called in vain. Our yerd is surrounded by |
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open gressy fields, no 'Ilwms ﬁear and no woods within twenty-five
rods except m small grove some fifteen rods digtent beyond & grassy
vocent lot and a Toad. tur 1ittle neighbor Pauwl had helped in the
gsenrch and shared our anxiety--he hed even seen a cat pgoing slong
the rosd thot looked s if she might have eaten & squirrel. e—
were. to heve company thet evening end I set aboul getiing supper
trying to think of Tcodles s safe in o tree somevhere end rsminﬁ'ﬁqgj
myself I never wiszed to moke a teme squirrel out of him. But_ |
oouid-u-oat have— Toodles only hed three good feeteand a cab
oould olimb o tree. Gur-first guest arrived end the Toodles she |
hudl Neart cbont--gone. —Eeeh tried to sssure the others thet so 'ﬁ
bright & crezture ss Toodles could tuke ‘;Ezl; of himeelf but our
ohesrfulness wes all-on the outcide-wnbés- from tho kitchen I

prodigel was greoted repturomsly and given mute and water. He ate
revenously snd wes cross mid growled if we tried to pet him while
Le wes eating.) The-other guest, an old friend whose sleeves
!l‘ood—lea—jn’é ‘bebyhood had explored, arriving at this time and
offering his fingers in gresting wes bitten by the 1litile ingrate.
'ﬁlzving eaten he aid mot ocere to play ner to be cuddled but sought
his bed in the dmwter-bag. The next morning I was wakened early
by his pettering down the steirs. Usually he czme info my bedroom
end woked me by elo ttering around the sewing machine or munning
over my cot or sitting on my pillow. I took hirm down to the

porch end gave him nute. With a nub in his mouth he at once

climbed out the hole in the screen. He seemed exeifed end eager

to be off. BSurely & new world had opened to him the day before.
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There are sguirrels in the woods about ‘Herd cnd they sometimes come

to the grove sorosm the rosd. Had Toodles seen his ovn kind®? He

shiwed no signs of having bem in a fight. T had been told thet
squirrels sttack eny strange sguirrel thed appesred, I wanted to
gce where he went but he diseppeered suddenly end aid not returm
m41 helf pest six thet evening. Ee did not want %o be cuddled
and he had an absurdly preoccupied air for all the world like a

boy in his ferst long rents who thinks himsel a msn end is imm tient

of his mother's fussing over him. After eating hurriedly he went
busily to burying nuts--the csres of 1ife were hee vy upon him.—

__After mch coexing he-pleyedn 1ittle, then off %o Ded.

The mext morning hoping to see where he wenk ezch day, I

kept him in until efter breskfest. He went up stairs and sat in the

soreencd windows looking oubt. After breskfast my sister took him

A DR

Jialr .
WA%E her,when ske-went-out to K11 ylent 1ice-on-the weses. Inatead

of running away Toodles ste rose buds, but later in the morning

he jumped from her shouldor and wes off like & flagh for the grove
goross the rosd, returning ss usual at night. The next morning
happening to stop before the looking-glase while Toodlas wWes on

my shonlder be confirmed my surmise that hé had meb other squirrels,
for he showed excitement and tried %o resch his reﬂaﬁi Long
before I had purposely held him before a mirror but he 9& -

no coneern whetever. This day he pluyed about the yard until

four o'clock, and sdded rhuverb to his slresdy veried diet. That
evening we were goling to heer Cclonel Roosevelt lecture and Toodles
}ad not reburned when it wes time Tor us to leave. I left the

door key with faithful 1ittle Paul who agreed to sit on our porch
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+111 derk to let Toodles in to go tc bed, During tha lecture, my
mind wendered from the River of Doubt to Toodles, was he sufe in
his duster-bug nest? There were warm stirrings in the bag when I
stood on the stool and felt in it when we ot home and brishk ayos
peered over the edge and then sleepily blinked as Toodles snuggled
dowa agein in the bottom of the bag. The next morning he zleph

late, for him, not coming down $i1l brenkfast. He jumped on the |

tsble, ate a rose bud and drank out of the rose bowl. He smelled
the stewed goose-berries and helped h:lmael.;’., taking one out wi‘kﬁsﬂ
his 1ittle hands end sitting up %o eat it. He ste & second amd &
third and then before we could stop him wiped his mouth on the

tablecloth. Striang beans, asperagus and the suoonlent bases of i
grass he had slso added to his bill of fare.

Thet evening as I was weeding Toodles ran up onto my shoulder,
then jumped into & peach tree zbout three feet tall. He slid
down the 1ittle trunk end sat at the bottom with arme and Iéga
around it lookdng like & miniature bear. The next mr.u'nins, !ubﬁm
early and did not return that night nor the next. Saturday
morning, Descoration Day, it looked 1ilke rain, the sky dexrk and
ldw rumblings of {hunder in the distance. Toodles came home about
hal? paet six or seven. He afe and drank and them played joyomely
ebeui-me-ae-I weeded in the garden. Frem he :limbed the roses to
the ledge et the top of the first story an; went round and round the
house, in and out of the rein troughs. He tried to climb the
tiled roof but fthere wes no hold for his little claws. Again and

again, he attempted it scratching desperately on the smooth tile.
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The heightas were 2 oconstant challenge to him and he slways scught
to conguer them. A&Pfter & wh:l:l.e,1 thinking he might be sfraid-to
sttempt the descent we pub up thye ladder and my sister wentto
his-relfels He jumped to-her ¥and bub before sbe. rogained the.
ground he sprang up the 136119:{ to the ledge agsin. She-ludder
proved to be & new and mtq(éatmg thing to climb and kept him busy
for_some time, Abvout mine,\he ste a second breakfast and then I
acted cross and eleepy. I took him up t'o the bath room and he jum '

i

for the bath robe that led to his nest, snd went to bed. Befors he

cume down ogain ebout one o'clock, I had put u new panel of soresn-

ing on the porch in place of the broken one. After eating, Toodles

ran up the soreen {0 where the hole had been and was e
puzzled becsuse it was not there. He returned to the floer and the
table to get his bearings and ccme back again and again--he knew

the right panel,too. He-mede-litile runs elsewhere but-elweys \
caue- beok to-where-the hole Ned beer.. It wes certeinly very |
curious, he knew he left that hole right there when he went to

bed and now it wus gone, He showed such uneassiness I opened H

the door for him, though it still looked like rain and I hoped .,
he would stay home. He went down the walk with little runs and meny
atops but when he rezched the alley steps he mede off. I followed

slowly, =nd once he ran back to me but jumped from my shoulder and

,on the oren roed a briek

mede for the grove egain. When he wag

shower came and Tcodles came flying’anﬁ took shelter under my

skirts, end was b:'ou;;‘h‘b. home willingly enough. In an hour the

rain wae over and Toodles again sought the loet hole in the

sorcen . I let him out mad ha-i}l&—yeﬂ—ﬂ-bﬂu'b(i‘\cr sone time, |
i~ o i —

2 G flersy s e ) |
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gsoretohing up eeediing violets, I hald Just set oul; enawing-& bone,
and burying.pesnuts, before he left for the grove. He returmed

the next afterncon mbout five o'clock, revenously hungry and
grovling in his little throat if we tried to pet him, Hunger satde- |
fied, he went up to beds L. T £ elojad mit
Toodles' next absence lasted for nearly e week. Then one day,
the sky grew black, the winds blew, snd swful,awful noises and
terrible flashes of white light came out of the sky end & frightened
1ittle Toodles wes found clinging to the screens. The little
prodigal wes joyfully taken in end fed but he was uneasy on the y
vorch so he was taken up to the bath room when he promptly 'gﬁhﬁgﬁf 4
his Dbed end buried his heed under his duster bed clothes while
the stf¥n raged. The next morning, he returned to the wild and
never came back asgaln. .
He must hove followed the other squirrels from the grove to
the farther wooda, for once after this he cppesred at the back doox
of the house that had been & day nursery for him in his infancy,
which house stends ab the edge of the woods. His old friend let
him in end then returned to her work of shelling peas. Toodles:
jumped on her lap, helped himself to peas and sat on her knee
euting them., He was seen later in their strawberry pstch with scme
seven or eight other squirrels--the 1little ingrate leuding raids
on the gsriden of those who had befriended him. The squirrels had

never invaded the garden before so we judged it wes Toodlea who
mode lmopn to them the delighitgof = strawberry patch. 4t various
timeshe hos returned to the tree he firet climbed. ZFaul has tried

to re-establish the old friendship, when Toodles used o orawl
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inside Paul's blouse and then race sround his body while Fenl
aguirmed in joyous misery, but Toodles w2l keepshis distance,
Once when Feul called "Toodles, Toodles", the squirrel hesitated
but when the boy put out his hand "ar-r-rk" grovlé“_i‘_'ooﬂaa
and fled. e

A gnowed desk snd window 8i1l, & peanul dewn the registaré
and the duster bag th_zft now _1ooks_ 1ika en ewpty cradle--these
ewbward. and-visible -atgns remetw of the ‘cherming bebyheod-peesed
‘kere--énzi- I never vanted to make a2 tame squirrel out of him.
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107 Perk Plece,Peorie Helghts,I11.
e st~ October B8,1863
Thank wou for your letter snd the check.

It is very generous of you to give me more then wss reguired.

Your letterfeir mail)reeched me some devs 8g£0 out the peckege of stamps
end photogrephs hes not showed up yet.
I mey or mev not ever receive the peckege.l have lost mell seversl times
bessuse of there being en Zsst Park Place,s West Park Plece,s North Perk
Place,n Perk Avenue,z Perk Street in PEORIA gnd I 1ive et Park Place
PEORIA HEIGHTS snd you addresssd me 107 Park Avenus.Peoria.

I am glad to know that Agnes had such good Ccsere to the very last ,
She often mentioned with what kindness Mrs Ven Eseltine looked efter her
g5 if she wes har own mother,snd how you and vour husbend performed so
manv kindnesses to her.

I would indeed be glad to receive the sat of my Nsture Notes which

I mailed repgulerly to #gnes.

We gre st lest building & Museum in feorias and I am collecting plants
for a2 herbarium for it. You probsbly know the 40,000 speciméns I had
by collecting and exchange got together I sent to the University of
I1linois several years EBgo.

I do not welk as fast es I once did end with all the building going on
around the city it has made collecting much more dificult end some
species have become extinct,snd at 87 I feel I must hurry.

Fether lived to be 94 end mother 92 so ¥ may get most of the specles
before I stop,but I am slowing down .

Affectionstely yours,

gl
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