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University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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Degar Wildred:

Please excuse pencil- I must heve left my pen at the herbarium- mot |
in my beg. ZXour Dad liked to tesse your motner by telling her she was
born on Halsted St., but I think 1t wes on Lake ut. near Halsted. Her
Grandfather bpby wes = baker and had a bakery on Lake bt, (I jgggg? E ar
Hdlsted. At th:® time Halsted was the business street west o e Chicago
river and not more than % mile I think from the river. The grandfather
died when 1 first knew Eva., The “ampbells lived next door te my gramdmo

Granich on Huron ©t. (between Taylor and Polk? I think). My father Mant

Merrill, was the only one of his family who came to Ameriea from
Ireland, (Some time zgo I read of the settlement of East Ireland t
the “onguerer by imported French znd 1 had read somewhere that Mer
a NormaJyname. (I'd of'ten wondered about lierr from Lipperary.)
knew notLing of wy father's family. He went to Liverpool shipyar 4
learn his trade, shipsmith - in the days when anchors were beaten out on

the anvil -- Do you remember 1

"What anvils rang, what hammers beat,
In what 2 force and what 2 heat
y VWere shageﬁ the anchors of our hope" in Longfellow's
YByuilding of the Ship" in our readers? Wy father was & shipsmith in'
reilroad shops in Cincinnati znd Chicago, when \Bheels and other iron
parts were made on anvils. :

Grandfather Epby was dead wien I first knew bya, wiose family lived n
door to my grandmother Pranich - my mother's mother. WMy grandfathe;
father) was Micheal Cassidy. He died in Louisville, Ky, when uy mother,

Mary Cassidy, wes & baby. Her mother later married Edward btéﬂ1¢§,?§h§+"r
only father my mother —mnew. My “nlcago cousins were BranicKs.

Your grandmother Campbell I think grew up with greater means than her
husband had - your mother had really good hand-me-dovns made over by
her very clever mother. M

My father was the only one of his family who came to &merica - he had .
mother we were told - znd I do not remember ever nearing of any of his
family. That was not uncommon in emigrant families. We inew my grand—
mother Branick!s relatives from North Ireland. Yhey were followers of Rol
Eymett who was executed by the English. "Robert Emmet Uenvir'was the
neme of second-cousins in this country I heard about but never saw.

My grandmother was Hosanna Uenvir and.-there were Benvirs in “hiecago. this
is the ancient nistory I remember. I think I once knew wnere in(frmany
the Brbys came from, but I can't remember now. Your mother's Unele, N
Charley Lrby, was almost a fairy godfather to your mother - gave her pretty
dresses (or the money for the materials probably - krs. Eampbell was a
fine seamstress and Eva was much better dressed than ever I was.

_
I once saw your grandfather Campbell —- & big austere man as 1 saw him,
but I never saw any others. The Caupbells (ancestors) never lived in
Chicago -~ the Erbys did. There is a lot in hose Hill cemetary with s
stone coping around it and "ERBY" on a stone. Your grandfather Campbell
was killed by railroad train while your mother Was on her wedding trio. I
had & vast admiration for your father in the way he took on the family 11
Johh married. :

nGropdma branick” smoked 2 clay plpe

Hunt fhstifiieor Botanical Dncumenfa’rmnf’a.-



Eg don't mention that and don't put it in your story - or if you do,
n't attach zny neme to it. It was preccribed by a doctor for some-
thing when she was about 40-45. Her blg sons,who did not smoke, alWays
gep‘h her in tobacco. bthe was a lovable old grandmother =nd L enjoyed |
eing sent to stay with her in vac=tion time - especially when she had I
rheunatism. ©She told me about her home in County Uovm, nezrest town g
Dovmpatrick, in North Ireland. ohe went sez-bathing in her Swimming
chimmie," (chemise) and she once visited Giants Couiay~ as big a
memory to her, I guess, 2s Brazil is to me. rendns Lrby was rt
and fat, my grandma Branick was tall and yvery thin. They liked eae
other. L

1 never mind the hest - it is the cold that I dread - it can be

achingly cold here - damp and miserable. Uncle Charley Erby was in .
the city government for some time - I don't know whether elected. or
appointed. florence sends love. The youngest peir of grandcfyildren,
Larry and Linda Crowl were here a week this summer - there are B grar

gran&-:-_:
children in 211 & fagilies. DBest wishes for your book. Love “unt Mary.

Aug: 12. I wislaid this and only found it today - Saturday - in my desk
at the herbarium. I'm pretty much of a nitwit at 82 - I hope I shall
not last much longer - or at least not lose any more of limited
grey-matter. I forgot Uncle John Lrby - he was the one who apparen ’
had money to spare or was extra generous. I don't know what his work
wias. He had an adopted (or step) daughter who married your Uncle Jomm—
Gledys 1 think her nsme was. You must have known her when your mother
took you and Bill to Arizona or New Mexico where John was sent for tuber-
culosis. Irrexiistoxe

1 recall that Eva walked George Evans from World!s fair groumis to Ur
%ggg'.a,{— some few miles. Ueorge took off AIs ¢hoes. Uncle John told !

a later that she would néver see that man againl You probably know )
she was a remarkably good walker - we walked miles to see each other.

Do you regember hearing of Uncle Fred's wife, an actress, Lillian ans"'
It seemed terribly romantic to Eva and me, znd Eva at least once had
very besutiful blue dress that was made over from something of Lillian
Russell's.

Your incle had an sdopted or step daughter- forget her name - John “amp s
married her - you visited her and Jonn (who went to N. Mex or Apiz. be- |
csuse of tubeyculosis). Did Jonn have a family? I'w much interested
in your book. I've been working all day in the herbarium. ©Shall mail
this on my way home. I'm getting to be such a nit-wit - 1 hope I donlt
forget to mail this on my way home. At 92 I'm losing what mesger brainms
I ever had and it is awfully hard to finish the work I'm doing here
and leave things in order.

Love, Aunt Mary.

. o
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Happy Birthday to Distinguished Botanist

° Dr. Virginius H. Chase, right, who reached his 88th year
Wednesday, was a guest of honor at a birthday party at-
tended by friends and members of the Peoria Academy of
Science. Dr. R. H. Rundle (left), medical director of the
Peoria County Tuberculosis District and himself an amateur
botanist, said there were 81 {riends present and 81 speeches.
“Most of them stressed his absolute disregard for chrono-
logical age,” he said, “and his patience with children and his |
to teach them what he has learned.” The dinner |v

was held at the Corral Restaurant. and there was one candle |
,on his birthday cake —Staff photo by Alan Harkrader.
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