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collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
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expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
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foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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MEMORANDUM
Tot See distridution Date: 30 April 1974
From: R.,J. Pichel b
Chief, AGPE

Subject: Film on documentation

During the sexries of documentation eeminars held by
Dr, D.J. Rogers, Documentation Consultant, an IBM film "Man
end Computer - A Perspective" was shown. There have been many
roquests for a reshowing of Shis excellent fi1m which showe the
beeic furctione of a computer machine. The film will, therefore,

be shown again on

Wednesday, 8 May 1974
at 16.30 hours
in the Austria Room C.234

Distributions:
Dr. Albani, AGP Dr., Chiarappa, AGPP
Mr. Wrigiey, AFM My. Pichel, AGPB
Mr. Wiilan, FOR Mies Benmnett, AGPE
Dr, Peteraon, AGPC Mr. Meukonen, AGP
Dr, Furtick, AGPP Mr, Wignell, AGP

PL 2/8

RIPfalz

cc: AGP Reg (3)
Chrono: cherag?///
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OFFI08  [22ICIANDOLL

POs Sse list belo \ MED: 19 Folmuary 1974 .-
PROEG ReJe Piochol _t
Ghief,
Grop Hoology and Oenetic Rosources Unit. P

Dr, D.J. Rogers, Gonevltant in Genotio Hesouraas Dooumentation, -
bap cffered to prosont o ssvios of five omo-hour semimars to espisin the |
aoncents of documentation for genatio resources. Tho ceminars vill

oover general cencepts of information, development of data structuring,
basio infreduction to cerputar fumcticns in informmiion mamagenent, and

a brief, non-toolmical description of the informadion etorage ond

retrioval systeny1AXIR (Taxonomic Information Ratrievol).

Because faxy of the problems of docmmontation and informstion
retrigvnl in the Division ave similuy, it ie hopsd that fhis will ba
a mosningPul mresentation to demonstrate the moans by which meny of he
problens can be bandled.

To avoid foo mueh conflict with busy schedulos, the scrminars
will begin at 16,30 hours, and will be scheduled overy other day, atarting
on @ Honday. The prosontotion will be informal, with opportunity to
diecuss verious pointa.

Ploase indioste on thedotachsd portion below your, and your
osllaaruos' interost in attonding the scminurs. Tie noed o dotoliine
$+he operopriste roon sise for the yressntations.

PLTASH 1V AS GOON AS POGIIBLL, A SECOVD WOTIOE
F1L BR SINT AFNCUNCING TV STARTING DATH AMND LOGATION.

r '.Q"I.IC..ol.I'.l.‘v--'all.lli‘ll.!ll-&c-‘o'-loll-tv't'-l--ltv!l..-nlioo SIS A AR R TN O
|
0z ¥ir, R,J. Plohel, Chief,
Grop Hoolegy ond Genetic Resources Unit.
;. Bl (b1 B
CUBIE0T:  Sendnars on Documentation: Attendance
I expocot to attond the seminars Vi 7,
T camot attond L __? I"
Tha Tollowing
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MEMOCRARNDTUMN

To: See list be , B DAte: 25 February 1974

From: R.J. Pdch

Chicef, Crop Ecolopy and Genetic <esources lUnit, AGL

Subject: MNeeting room and time for
Documentation Seminars

Following our initial memo of 19 February, Dr. D.J. RNogers
will present a series ol five i-hour seminars on general
principles of documentation for genetic resources, as follows:

1. Meeting room: German Room - C.263

2 Starting date: Honday, 4 March 1974

Continuing dates: 6 March, 8 Mareh, 11 March and

13 March

*~

s Time: 16:30 3

I, I-.’
LR /(6 o
DIRfalz ¥
ccr: AGE Reg () Distribution: ' 5
Chrono: Rogers Fichel, AGLE Chiarapra, AGI g
Canitani, AFS Frerc, AGLE Fugalli, FCR 1*
Sykes, AGLE Lanly, FCR b

Mijke, AGLE Buongierno, FOUR
Zaniboni, AGYE Willan, FUR I
Bastianelli, AGIE iyalmberg, FCOR T

Ifarcharil, TOR
Riquier, AGLS

+ MLM : fref Marsch, FCR
gk, P

S’W : i
I :
S | |

e
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srge =S
SIMINARS OF DOCUMENTATION
HAME UNIT DIVISION PHUNE
Pichel, H.J. CEGR AGE 3598
Sykes, T. " L 3585
Frere, J. L " 4040
Rijke, JuC. L L 4040
Zmziboni, A. " " 4353
Fugali,O. FORM ROR 3213
Lanly " Forest Resources " 4341
Marach " Su::::vey 1 L
Bupngiorno e ).
Willan; H.L. " Afforestation L 4143
Palmberg, liiss C. " o " 4750
Harcharik, S i3 L] "
Riquier, J. Soils Resources Uroup AGLS

Soil Survey
Chiayupp NEPP 344(

769
e769
c654
0654
G790
B503

B504
B503
B503

BTL3

C1ye
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Nl nako of af Ploiency, npadessary ¢ orgmniss dste lato logioal muis.
Tor sakm of cortn dn dada suthm. nood %o ¥sep withis bownds of
tines, persomol ocapaoity, end bhudged.

Fer ko of efffoient compwier uov, nzad tov keap sets of dita within
ogoe linit of oima,

Yhant oty ond £ats beok boocmen foo lnsge, sy be cubdlvides, acxsn
using some logio.
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1r ppeed, inervasing es the sizs of S machine
0 Yinan oF 128 charecters cnch 1ing; por ainute.
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SEMTRAR OF DOCUMEETATICH
n-:'
CROP EOOLOGY AND (ENETIC HESOURGES WNIT

Seainar 5

13+3.74

A: Beview of Sexinsrs
Y+ The paris of the documentation function
a) Dete—oriented, precomputor
b) Computer-oriented
¢) Mansgement Numctions required toc integrate these
B, Plaw of Work in a) sbove
1s Dstermine objestiven of data |bank(n)
2. Determine the item for each data bank
3, Determine types {oclassifiontion) of desoripfore needsd in each dsts bank
4« Choose tho desariptors, and the order nesded to collect the data
%+ Dotermins the dasoriptor types (NAME, CODED, ORDER)
6, (hocse means of preparstion for computer input
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Fiow of Wark in AJ1.b) above
1. (hooze the peftware padkoge neoded (dotermined by objsctives)

2. [(oase oppropriate couputing facilitien

e) 0Olosed-shop computer center oparation
b) Open~sbop computer center sperations

3. Dotermine shather sppropriately trained parscmmel in computing cemtar

For Botk B. and C. sbove, Determine Budgetary Requirsments

1, Faotors in budget

; @) 1Ip the data bank central to: finotions of your unit (orgsnisation)
) Persmmel treined in data gathering
a) Is there & line ftenn in your budget for computing funstions
1) muh:mdmm, software costs, and
ar
ll; If no Iin. item, detormine poseibdility of cutside contrach
18 there a dooumentation group for yeur unit (arganisatien)
to teke care of the whole documsntation functiom. What are
their costn?

Mecuanion of Beminay Participant Papera

1« Instructions given not olear - assignment was to:

a) List a st of data banks of interest %o the individual or
. unid
b) Prepare for ome date bank = list of desoripiors

. 1+ o) Flow for this would have been to follow Steps in D. above

2« ¥ost problems in design of descriptora

a) Definition of desariptors: n mingle basis for compariscn,
dafined over the full set of the data bLank. Murther, the
deseriptor is (by rule) mutnally exclusive, and non-
overlapping
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b) Examples to illustrate &)

i) Datem

The day of the month is a single basis for comparison
The month of the year " @ " " " "
nn ] " n ™

thy important? To maks a preocise query, for example, on
flovering times, dayes more important thsn months

11) Fames of persens

In almoot all langusages there is a family designation
(in BEnglish, the surnamo) end e Qesignation of the
individusl (in English, the givon name(s). Therefore:
Pamily name or swmname is o single basis for comparison
Gim rame mon " n L "

Vihy important? If we ave to pirpoint a single individusl in
a query, mst have the capacity to ask for Smith, Jolm, as
differant from Smith, Robert. This cen heppen in a long data
bank with many nemes in it

iii) Nemes of plants
Oenus name is a single basis for comparison
Species name is a single basis for comparison
fothority for genus name is a single basis for comparison
Authority for species name is a single besis for ocompariscn

Boy?

3. Overlap in requirements batween difforent disoiplines

a) Sevoral date banks included requirements for
olimetio date
soil data
ecologloal data
b) Documentation function, if performed correctly, would allow

sharing of the expertise among all the various functions of
FAO
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