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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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Agenda of Appointments, Thursday, Oct. 16 “Oet. 15, 1969

MESSAGE.
1 have arranged the following discussion meetings to bring Mr. Dahl into contact

with interested parties and/or to expose him to current work:
93 Club - meet with Professors Morris Garmsey, Curt Johnson,
Dave Rogers et al.
10:45 Aeronomy & Space Data Center: World Data Cemter A - meet with Alan Shapley,
Virginia Lincoln et al.
12:00 Working luncheon discussion with Dr, Earl Barrett on Benchmark Station and
background pollution, (luncheon at Pizza Oven)

 1:30 (tentative) Discussion with Oakliegh Thorne, Bettie Willard et al, at the
offices of the Thorne Ecological Foundation.

REPLY:

1 understand that Mr, Dahl will also be visiting the NCAR.

I will meet him and convey him between meetings.

OFFICE BISNED

ORIGINATOR BEND PARTS 1 AND 3 INTACT — RECIPIENT RETURN PART 3 WITH REPLY PART (1)

.
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I'Director of ESSA Research Laboratory =
c/o Mr. A. Shapley B
Boulder, Colorado

Dear Mr. Shapley:

This is to, confirm my appointment to meet with you
and members of the ESSA laboratories on Thursday, ggtchgr_
16th, As I mentioned on the phone, the Ecological Society
of America has contracted Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co.
to perform a feasibility study for a National Institute
of Ecology. To assist in determining the feasibility,

- the society has provided a model of the institute which
describes possible activities in the areas of research,
information and education, I have enclosed a copy of
this model with this letter,

I would like to meet with members of the ESSA labora-
tories in Bolder who could assist us in determining the
feasibility of the model and outline modifications which
would result in an institute more relevant to the current
and future needs in this field. I would also like to
discuss the c¢riteria which could be used in designing the
organizaticonal structure, selecting a suitable site and
defining the relationships between organizations currently
working in the field of ecology and.the proposed institute.

I appreciate your heip in organizing my interviews
at ESSA and I look forward to meeting you on the 16th.

Very truly yours,

PEAT, MARWICK, MITCHELL & CO.

4 I. Dah)l

e

JID:dv
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Ecological Institute Model g z

The model proposed by the Ecological Society con-
sists of three basic functions: Basic and applied re-
search; data storage, retrieval, analysis and dissemina-
tion; and, education in cooperation with university
programs. In each of these areas a multi-disciplinary
approach to ecology is envisioned to enable the institute

. to bring various perspectives to a single problem. It

_ is realized that, if an institute is developed, the
exact character will not be fully determined until a
director is chosen and he assembles his staff. In addi-

~ tion, the character will be in continuous evolution

as the institute responds to the needs of society.

However, as a baseline description which can be used to

test the feasibility of the concept, the Society Study -

Committee has provided the following model of an Ecologi-

cal Institute. .

A. Research £

Surveys have convinced the Committee that recruitment
of a high quality staff for an institute requires the capa-
bility to sustain a well supported rescarch effort, Examples
of basic and applied research goals could bb:

1. “Basic .

. Cycling and budget studies of various
elements or materials in ecosystens.

- Population dynamics and behavior studies.

- Ecosystem simulations and modeling.

2. applied =

. Trend analysis of environmental conditions.

. Evaluation of ‘alternatives for poEJuLlon
reduction.

. Instrunentation and modeling devices for
ecological rescarch.
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3, Research Project Coordination

. Overall study planning and coordination
of resecarch studies on complex ecosystems
'which as large river basins or extensive
area landscapes with the research conducted.
by individuals from various universities,
industries and/or government agencies.

A !"

B. Data Storage, Retrieval, Analysis & Dissemination

"An integral part of the proposed institute will
be a data/information center. The establishment of the
center is thought to be more dependent on high quality
librarianship than on computer programs, however, some -
computer capability is envisioned to assist in various
aspects of data storage, retrieval and analysis. Examples
of information center activities are:

1. Storage and centralized analysis of IBP
field research data; .

2. Development of simulation models and
simulation technigues;

3. Respond to requests from the scientific,
_governmental and private sectors fbr
_ data and technical opinions;

4. pProvide a central source for meaningful
ecological information to the extent
possible within the limits of profes-
sional competency.

5. The information provided woulad be
carefully separated from specific
reauests for advice on "environmental .
engineering" or "public policy" and
at no time would the institute as ' i
a corporate body take a political )
position,

S5
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™ of Education

The institute would include an active educational
role in addition to the responsive role provided through
the information dissemination activities. Specific g .
educational activities suggested are: s -

1. Pre- and post-doctoral training in
* conjuction with cooperating univer-—
sities. The institute is not visual-
ized as a degree granting institution;

2. Seminars, workshops and summer programs
for professional scientists and laymen; o
and .

- 3. Assistance to various medias preparing
O A educational programs on ecology. ! . .

—3
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Questions asked:
1, Determine feasibility of "model"
2. lodify model
3
li. ¥hat is being done here

How should it be organized

5, Where

Ansier=-
1. Feasibility--yes

2. Hodel modifications--in terms of our own structurine,
3» How orsanized? Use the model Y :

i, What is beinz done here, q
In University and environs,. +H
1, Biolosy dept. new orzanization--2 divisions directed toward thess same !
problems in the model,
2. Chemical Engineerinpg--ecolosy interface.
3. Survey comméttéd for all-campus interest in environmental -studies,
Iy, INSTAAR--Physical and biolosical ecolory of mountains and north.
+ Thorne Ecological Foundation--speak to this afternoon.
fuseun activities--only tan-ible evidence of what the environment contains,
the information manazement system -ives ready access to.
T+ Anthropologists are socially oriented--human ecology.
8. Medical school3-environmental medicine is new research and teaching,
Gnild developnent study--environmental factors in children, )
9. Math department head vitally interested in biolomical/mathematical interface,
Our own involvement--the taximetrics lab devoted to development of information
manazement, theoretical modeling in math for environnental studies, service
(or education in the broad sense) |
Direct Involvment in ecolorical studies, 4
1. Our information manarement prosram anproved by the IRP, :
2. Work with INSTAAR on development of Tundra Biome Studies. 3
3. DNSTAAR prorram using our IR system for studies of climabic environment
n

oAt

TR

TR

Iy, " in #lacier classification. 2
5. Develooment of a total manarement system for the museum's collections in ;"
botany, zoolory, geolory and archeolosy, -

6. Work with F3U oceanosraphers in ocean ecolory, ineludin= polution, 3
piomass, productivity, underwater photorraphy, and sediments, 4

T+ Rocky Mb. Bxpt. Sta,--forest ecoloy/productifity. 5
8. Corps of Enzineers--ecolovical classificati on, biomass i
9. AID prosram in tropical food productivity--collab, with U, Georria i
10. Department of Arrieulture--Plant Introduction Station, Pullman, Washington 8
germ plasm. o

11, Several other individnal investirators. .
e forts in g

Jur own Hmorbmoxentzxarexin basic research deal with ecosystems simulation & &
modeline, ¥ research in mathematical bases for biolosical endeavor, &

Why here? Interaction with other arencies in Boulder,
University, NCAR, Bur, of Stds,, ESSA, TASP, JIIA, USGS (Denver), City of
Bouldur and the freenhelts--land for research lab,

o
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