Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
5th Floor, Hunt Library

Carnegie Mellon University

4909 Frew Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3890

Telephone: 412-268-2434

Email: huntinst@andrew.cmu.edu

Web site: www.huntbotanical.org

The Hunt Institute is committed to making its collections accessible for research. We are pleased
to offer this digitized item.

Usage guidelines
We have provided this low-resolution, digitized version for research purposes. To inquire about
publishing any images from this item, please contact the Institute.

Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.



Taximetrice Laboratory

Armory 101

12 September 1969

Dr. L. David Pwinell
Forestry Sciences lLaboratory
Carlton Street

Athens, Georgia 30601

Daar Dave:

Thanks for your letter of the 3rd. I hope the TAXIR demonstration
was meaningful to those who saw it. T would like to know how the com-
pany (was it American Cyanamid?) got to "aponsor” that demonstration,
because they sure didn't lay down any scratch, but $¥® be happy if they
would.

I hope that my team, which developed the TAXIR system, will still
be around in Movember, but right now there is dome doubt that we $ill be.
The reascon for this im that the University of Colorado does not pay for
any of the team except me, and the mathematicians, programmers, eystems
analysts and economist are all paid from Pederal grants. At the moment
all of our grant money has dried up, and there doesn't seem to be any-
thing coming in which will keep us golng more than a couple of months.
So I don't really know what is going to happen to our system.

I think you can find us still sitting here, but I can't promise
anything right now. 1I'd like to see the system put to work, if possible,
for Phytopath, but how it can be done still remains to be seen. As you
are aware, the system for Phytopath will not spring into existence without
considerable labor and money, even given a well-designed computer package.
Even if interface with BioAbstracts (or BIOSIS) is available, there is
still the in-depth description above what they produce which will be
wanted by the indifidual pathologists. Where do you draw the line? I
believe that our team's systems analysis, which operates on a cost/
effectiveness basis, could be very useful in deciding where to draw the
line, and even on how to manage the funding of the effort. But until we
can get some sort of agreement by your committee, we can't even begin.

Let me know when vou plan to visit us, and I'll see what can be
arranged. Just give me acouple of week's notice.

Sincerely,

pavid J. Rogers
Professor of Biology
DIR:qm
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UnITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
SOUTHEASTERN FOREST EXPERIMENT STATION

Forestry Sciences Laboratory
Carlton Street
Athens, Georgia x4 - /

September 3, 1969

Dr. David J. Rogers
Taximetrics Laboratory
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dr, Rogers:

On behalf of the Literature Storage and Retrieval Committee of
the American Phytopathological Society, I wish to thank you
and your group for setting up the demonstration of TAXON at
our Spokane meeting, I would like to know more about the
technical aspects of this retrieval system, and how it could
be used for literature retrieval.

If I can work it out, I hope to visit with your group sometime
in November to explore the possibilities we discussed in
Spokane, Also, I'll send you a copy of a paper I'm presently
working on that outlines the approach were considering. Also,
what information would you need to do a feasibility study?

Sincerely yours,

L grr e

L. David Dwinell
Research Plant Pathologist
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WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
PULLMAN, WASHINGTON 92163

COMPUTER SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

May 8, 1969

Dr. David J. Rogers
Professor of Biology
Taximetrics Laboratory
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:

I had

to answer your letter over a week age, but a death in the

family and a subseguent trip to New Mexico delayed things. I will proceed
to try to answer your gquestions one at a time.

1.

Do you think TAXIR will be ready some time in advance of August 20?

Except for a few rough spots, which will probably take a month or so
to straighten out, the program appears to be working at the present

time. Hence, there is no question in my mind that it will be working
wellbyAugustZﬁ.

Can you hook up a remote terminal I/0 in Spokane, at the A.P.S. meeting
place? How much?

Yes, we can hook up a remote terminal if you are referring to a teletype.
As a matter of fact we are ordering a portable terminal shortly, to

be used by the computing center for things such as this. There would
be no charge for the use of the portable terminal. If it turms out

that the portably terminal isn't available and we actually have to
install a teletype in some location, then somehow the Telephone Campany
charges for installing and then removing it would have to be taken

care of. For a 33ASR teletype with data set there is a $75.00 instal-
lation charge and I assume that we would have to pay one month's ren-
tal of $60.00. Since the Computing Center will be on a working capital
arrangement by that time, it would be nice if funds were available to
pay for the computing time used. However, if this were not possible

I am sure that we can make arrangements here to provide for the computing
time.
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Dr. David J. Rogers
May 8, 1963
Page 2

3. Are you willing to put en such a demonstration?
We certainly are.
4. How much money do you need? Are funds forthcoming in your own budget?

Except for the funds required in #2 above, I don't think we would have
need for other funds.

5. Have you sufficient personnel to put the system to work in Spokane?

If Sam Dietz and Cal Konzak continue to let Ron Dutton work on the
project, and I see no reason why they shouldn't, we can certainly
make the system work in Spokane.

6. If it were decided to ask A.P.S. members to come to Pullman for a
demonstration, could we do it in shop? Do you have CRT hoakup?

We could certainly do it in shop on the terminal. We do not have
CRT capability.

7. Is Sam Dietz willing to provide some input? Is he willing to do any-
thing for such a demonstration?

I will let Sam write you a separate letter about this. I have not
had an opportunity to discuss it with him.

I think I should make a couple of points clear relative to the subject of a
demonstration. First, I want to make sure that you understand what would be
available via remote terminal. We camnot have conversational capability with
TAXTIR. We would simply be using remote job entry. This means that a user
would put in a simple job comtrol statement, put in his query and then receive
his output on the teletype. This would complete that run. Then if another
individual wanted to present a query to the system he would again put in a
simple job control statement, his query and get his output on the terminal.
Each of these would be run as separate batch mobs on the 360/67 just as if
they had been submitted through the window, except that they would have a very
high priority so as to give good turn around. I want to make sure that you
understand that it would not be possible, at that time, to continuously com—
municate with the program. That is, one could not make a query, get his re-
sult, then immediately make another query in a conversational mode. What it
amounts to is that the individual would be usbmitting batch jobs via a teletype
terminal. The program, of course, would be stored on disk so that the only
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Dr. David J. Rogers
May 8, 1969
Page 3

input would be the simple job comtrol statement and the query.

The other point I should bring up is that I am not going to be in Pullman
on August 20. For same time I have had a trip planned during that period of
Aguust. I could get everything ready to go, with a terminal installed, and
make sure that everything worked before I leave. Also one of my managers
presumably could work with Ron Dutton during the demonstration itself to
make sure that everything went smoothly. After thinking about my remarks
inﬂislettm*pahapsmcmﬂdta]kon_ﬂ}eﬂmardlcan'clarﬁymm
you would like to before you make a decision. Weareee:;-talnlypleasedto
have the opportunity to participate in such a demonstration and would make
sure that it went properly. I do want to make sure that you and the Society
understand what it is we are going to be able to provide, however.

Sorry I missed you on my last trip to Boulder. The data T picked up has been

Sincerely yours,

W. E. Walden
Director, Computing Center

WEW:gb

ce: Sam Dietz
Shirl Graham
Cal Konzak
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE

TRGIONAL PLANT INTRODUCTION STATION
WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
JOHNSON HALL 59
PULLMAN. WASHINGTON LT )

May 15, 1969

Dr. David J. Rogers
Professor of Biology
Taximetrics Laboratory
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:

| believe that Bill Walden did an excellent job of answering most of your
questions In his May 8 letter to you. |tem 7 concerned our willingness to
provide some input. At the present time we have punched in the information
for approximately |,000 accessions of our Plant Introduction beans. These
have also now been verified and the print-out will be made this afterncon.
With a little debugging, |f needed, we should have our first demonstration
by Friday, May |6.

One of the things that we also wish to test on your system is fo bring in
data from other sources. To do this, | have written to Dr. Dolan and re-
quested that he send us coples of his bean cards from which their information
is punched on IBM cards. They will also provide the key for the codes used
and the program. Working with Ron and Mary we hope to see how this will

work out with your TAXIR program.

The demonstration for the Phytopath Meetings in Spokane in August is defi-
nitely on. |'m sure that we could use Reglonal Station funds to help defray
the installation and rental cost of $135.00. | attempted to contact Shirl
Graham today but he was in Spokane, so | let his secretary know that we will
need space for the demonstration.

If | can be of further assistance please do not hesitate to write.

Sincerely yours,

,94,",,

S. M, Dietz

Coordinator
cec. Bill Walden
C. F. Konzak
Shirl Graham
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

| — = FOREST SERVICE
70 Lf ‘72 ) ‘f 07‘.6/‘ SOUTHEASTERN FOREST EXPERIMENT STATION Ppé” '?5-70
Likhorcf D
1550
March 26, 1969
= —

P

Dr. David J. Rogers
Department of Biology
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dr. Rogers:

I just visited N. C. State University and Drs. Wellman and Lucas
told me that you might be willing to sit in with our S-man committee
meeting on Literature Retrieval at the A.P.S. Spokane meeting, on
Wednesday, August 20 at 1:30 p.m. They also said that you have a
demonstration that might be helpful to attendees of the meeting.

If you think that the demonstration would lend itself to this sort
of meeting, you might present the matter to Dr. Shirl 0, Graham,
Department of Plant Pathology, Washington State University,

Pullman, Washington 99163, as soon as possible so he can arrange
for it.

T would like to invite you to join our meeting on Wednesday and
give us the benefit of your experience with computer use in botany
or plant pathology.

Sincerely yours,

S U7

GEORGE H. HEPTING
Chief Research Scientist
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Rpril 1, 1969

ir. George Hepting

¥ Servien, U. B, P of Agriculture
mm Forast Txperisent Station

P. O, Box 2570

Ashevills, Vorts Carolina 28802

pear Or. Weptiog:

I will be plesssd to join with you at the A.P.5. Litersture
Ratrieval cosmittes, provided we csn find some way to seet the
costs of transpoartation, etec. T do not now have in uy budgst any
funda for this trip, but hops that you can suggest some ssans by
which these can be achiowvad.

With respect to the possibility of a desmonstration of our
TAXIR systau, T want ko eheck out the posaibilitien of a “liwve*
demonatration through the facilities of the Computing Center at
Uashington State University, where we have already beon doing sons
eollaborative vork to support the USibA's Plant Introduction Statiom,
under the dirsction of Dr, Sam Dletz. What T have te do ia to Zfind
out 4f the cosputing center there iz willing to join with ue in
putilas on the desonmtration and, 1f go, what costs will be involved.

In connection vith this Jesomstration, 1t vay be difficult (if
not impossible} to set up & resote tersinal in Spckane, whore the
moetings are bo ke held, If we cannot get a remcte terminal sesup in
Spokane, do you think it would ba poseible te put on the demonstration
in Pullman, at the WSU Computing Center? What would he ths probloms,
if any, from the standpoint of A.P.5.7 I must check with Ur. #illlas
Walden, Director of W3U Computing G s to dd his willingnesw
to cooparate, and what arrangenents for programs, persoanel, ete. will
be rejquired.

With respect to the vetrieval problex ftself, I would like to tell
you that we have not yot addrassed ourselves to the litarature proble=,
but intend to work on it. Our systes se far developed is most capable
of retrleving primary “liclogical data, but we have designed the
syster In packages, or modules, with tho fdea that expansion to cover
other interesting facets of the “total” problaom of inforsation retrievel
La made possible. I do beliewve, after sows conversations with Fred
Wellman, that there ie a need for ocur type of retrisval package, as
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April 1, 1969
Page 2

well as for the literature capacity. Our philosophy has besan to
werk on areas different from the ones that others, like yourself,
have hean working very hard inm.

At your suggestion, T a» writing to Lr. Graham, and am enclosing
a copy of ny lettar to him, so that you will be sware of what is

going on.
Thazks for your letber. 1 hope that wa can work out something.

Hineersly,

David J. logars
Profasscr of Nielogy

Enclosure 1

) oc: DE. Grahas
1j or. Walden
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

SOUTHEASTERN FOREST EXPERIMENT STATION

1550
April 23, 1969

[Dr. David J. Rogers
Taximetrics Laboratory
Armory 101
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

L
Dear Dr. Rogers:

The APS will not be in a position to finance the demenstration of
TAXIR, as outlined in the recent letters from you to Dr. Graham and
to me. Drs. Wellman and Lucas were not aware of the size and
complications of the project or that the Society would have to meet
the necessary costs, when they suggested that I write you about
putting on a demonstration.

Dr. D. E. Ellis, Chairman of the APS program committee, just told
me that all program funds have been committed and so there are none
| for the TAXIR demonstration, or for travel expenses ineident to it.

T hope that we have not already put you to a lot of trouble over
this matter.

If you can come to our Spokane meeting, anyway, we would like to
have you sit in on the deliberations of our Literature Retrieval
Committee.

Sincerely yours,

R

GEORGE H, HEPTING
Chief Research Scientist

ce: Dr. Ellis
Dr. Tucas
Dr, Wellman
Dr, Graham
Dr. Shaw
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

SOUTHEASTERN FOREST EXPERIMENT STATION

Dr. David J. Rogers

Taximetrics Laboratory

Armory 101

University of Colorado
| Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dr. Hogers:

I have your letter of April 1, and enclosures. I also received
from Dr. Dwinell, who is on our APS Titerature Retrieval Committee
and is associated with me in INTREDIS, a copy of the material you
gent him on TAXIR.

When Drs, Wellman and ILucas suggested I write you about partici-
pation in our LR Committee's deliberations and perhaps give a
demonstration, I did not realize that you would not be going %o
Spokane anyway, and also that the demonstration would be of the
magnitude indicated in your letters to Dr. Graham and me.

I gather that detailed plans of our APS Spokane meeting are quite
far along, and I do not know whether we have time to apply for APS
funds for your travel and for the demonstration. Then, too, T
really don't know enough about the demonstration to plead the
case. For example, is it something that would be staged, or rn
at intervals, in a special room, all during the meeting? How
applicable is it to an APS annual meeting - and the like?

While you are awaiting replies from Graham and Walden, I will
look into the financial angle, and will write you again soon. I
will see some "principals" of APS in Raleigh next week and will
£ind out if there is any liklihood of funds and programing for
the TAXIR venture at the APS meeting this year.

Sincerely yours,

xéo. J dﬁzg

GECRGE H. HEPTING
Chief Research Scientist
Chairman APS Literature Retrieval Committee

ce: C. Garner Shaw
Don Ellis
Frederick Wellman
G, B. Iucas
L. D, Dwinell
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Il March 1969

Or. L. David Dwinell

WBBRA Forest Service
Forestry Sclences Laboratory
Carlton Street

Athens, Geergba 30601

Dear Or. Dwinall:

Thank you for your Inquiry of March 7, concerning our Informa-
+ion retrieval system, 1| am sending along under separate cover
some documents which describe rather generally the |.R. systembs
capacity and power. Our system s called TAXIR, an acronym for
taxonamlc Information retrleval. The intent of our system Is
Fo be a set of computer Instructlons avallable to the user
whatever ke particular needs are. The system does not, of
course, contain the #ata bank, but Is receptive to many déffer-
ent data banks.

We have deslaned the system In such a way thaet It Is under
the control of the group whilch It serves and not under some
ausplces of a cantralized computer. |f, for example, the American
Phytopathogical Soclaty desirad to use TAXIR, TAXIR would bs under
+he control of your committee. Many other users are at present
examining the capacity of TAXIR for thelr own use; among these
are the American Hortliculture Society's Plant Record Center, the
USDA Reglonal Plant Introduction Station In Pullman, Washlington,
soveral of tha operating aroups of the International Blological
Project, the Amphibian Faclllty of the Unlversity of Michigan,
the University of Colorado Museum of Natural History.

I1f, after readina the documents which | am sending you cane
to examlne our capaclty, potentials, and methods, and the
asslstance provided In the use of TAXIR, we miaht consider what
route we might follow to work together.

Sinceraly,

David J. Rogers
Professor of Blology
DIR:gm
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