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20 December 1968

Mr. R. L. Williama, Director
Medical Systems Marketing
Control Data Corporation
8100 P4th Avenue South
Minneapolis, Mina. 55440

Daar Mr. Willliaws:

Thgnk you kindly for your letter of December 4. It is inter-
esting to know that the University of Kansas is considering the
d@evalopment of a 6400 system. In this connection I know that Or.
Peter Neely of the Biology Department is much conserned with a
data bank for a medical study. He was much interested in our des-
cription of TAXIR and bacause he sees a generality of value to him
for his data (sémething to do with hear@ disease) he has decided
to convert our program to a GE machine. Perhaps it would be worthwhile
for you to contact him with sespact to the installation theee in
¥ansas of the 6400 system. Unfortunately we are not ourselves in
a position to get next to a data hank directly out of some medical

probled.
Thanks again for your letter. Best wishes for the holiday
season.
Sincerely,
David J. Pogers
Professor of Biology
DIR :gm
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CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS
8100 34TH AVENUE SOUTH, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55440 / 612-888-5555

CONTROL DATA

December 4, 1968

Professor David J. Rogers
Taximetrics L aboratory
Department of Bioclogy
Armory 101

University ol Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dr. Rogers:

| enjoyed the presentation of TAXIR and | think a software package
like TAXIR could be made generally applicable to other medical
systems, | have made this known to the University of Kansas
people who are considering a medical systems 6400, |1 have also
alerted our Corporate 6000/7000 Product Management Groups. |
expect that next spring one of these people will want to take a
closer look at TAXIR.

I think a TAXIR demonstration would be more effective in the medi-
cal area if someone would write a short demonstiration using TAXIR
for a medical subject, such as congenital heart diseases. | know the
problem always is man-hours. Perhaps a medical student could get
interested enough or a graduale student in a medically related field.

Thank you for your invitation and for being such a gracious host.
The best of luck to you in all your projecls and please have a wvery
pleasant holiday season.

Sincerely,

CONTROL DATA CORFPORATION

) B

R. L. Williams, Director
Medical Systems Marketing

RLW:Im
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

Hi;.rﬁchyromﬂ 20560
UsA
November 15, 1968

Dr. David J. Rogers
Taximetrics Laboratory
Department of Biology
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:
Sorry I could not attend the TAXIR
meeting. I heard that it went very well, Iam

anxious to read the working papers.

Sincerely yours,
»

Sidney R. Galler
Assistant Secretary
(Science)

}bp""" wp/vvm &/)
JYY s
i N WA’ T
; {U \,U}'
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DAVID GOHEEN LEACH
15 CALDWELL ST, BROOKVILLE PA.

—_ = > = = e oo

Peb. 23, 1969

Dear Dave Rogers:
Thank you for keeping me on your list of breathing bodies.

I had hoped to get out to Boulder for the demonstration of TAXIR, Dick Howard
had asked me to be present, if I could, but in the end I had a face-down conflict
of dates, with a heavy committment in another direction,

I have just read—and I confess with embarrassment—all of the working papers which
were given to those who attended the TAXIR demonstration. I was greatly impressed
with the creative approach. After studying these papers carefully, I think I under-
stand the concepts in general terms and the applicetions of TAXIR are much clearer
than they were.

I just want you to know that I appreciate your sending these papers to me. I have

benefitted greatly by reading them,
geﬂl‘h ‘ : E
vid

G. Leach

Dr. David J. Rogers
Taximetrics laboratory
Dept. of Biology
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorade 80302
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. THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN

. BRONX-+NEW YORK 10458 5 212/933-9400

November 7, 19683

Dr, David J, Rogers
Taximetrics Laboratory
Department of Biology

| Armory 101

University of Coloradoe

Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:

Thank you for sending me the copies of the working
papers which were given to those participating in
{our recent conference and demonstration of TAXIR.
was at a meeting recently in the Smithsonian
Institution to discuss the use of data processing
and computer techniques for handling of information
in museums, and one or two people there had been
at your meeting and were much impressed by what
they saw, I will spend an evening with this material,
and may well come back to you with some questions.
In any event, I hope that you will send me a copy
of your published paper on this conference, as well
as your publications in general, You know that 1
have a deep and abiding interest in this area of

biology.
Sincerely yours,
1
William C, Steere
! Director
\
WCS/gd
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MEMO TO: Don Smith and Operating Staff, Computing Center

PROM: or., D. J. Sogers and Staff, Taximetrics Lab, Dept. of Biology
SUBJECT: Appreciation
DATE: 15 October 19588

Just a short note te say that we are most appreciative of
your friendly cocperation. We know that our demonstration last
week must have been semewhat of a strain on all concerned and
your efforts in “keeping us up" were an integral part of making
our demonstration a success.

2lso, we would like to thank you for allowing us tem minutes
on interactive ncde vesterday. We know that it must have heen a
break from usual Monday morngng operations.

Thanks again.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




1 October 1968

MEMO TO: Dr. Rex Krueger, Director, Computer Center
PROM: Dave Rogers, Taximetrics Lab, Armory 101, Phone X 6712
SUBJECT: Arrangements for I,% demonstration, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 1968, 2-3 PM

We have the following points to be emphasized with regard to the
demonstration. Some of these items are back-up arrangements, others
absoclute essentials, which if not taken care of, will shoot us down and
cause considerable embarrassment. Here are the main items:

1. Have the console keybomrd ready by 2 PM on Tuesday, Oct. 8. We
will had deck across input counter at 1:40 PM.

2. Give us names and how to get in touch with the operators and dis-
patchers assigned for Tuesday afterncon, as we wish to brief them in
advance. We want to be sure that all concerned are clued-in with the
demonstration, as much for the benefit of the reputation of the center as
for the visiting firemen.

3. No long decks put in the card reader between 1:40 PM and 3 PM.
This is a back-up arrangement in case the console driver fails, which it
has recently. We want a quick restart procedure, so that our programmer,
John Wong, can run out and get things going again.

4. Please, no changes to the operating system between Thursday
evening hefore our dress rehearsal and Tuesday after the demonstration.
For obvicus reasonsl

5. Please have CE's standing by in case of machine failure. Since
a couple of big shots from CDC will be in the audience, it could be
embarrassing.

6. Tune up the printer. Several characters are out of line, which
is hard on reading. FPor example, L comes out as;y, anchonuoutui.
Ray suggested we use the off-line 1401 printer, but since the character
set on this machine is limited, and we use all the characters of the on-line
printer, we can't go that route.

These are the items of primary concern. I'm sure you want the demon-

stration to ofifie off nicely as much as we do, and I think it will. Thanks
for your and your staff's efforts.

Digitiz

Sl ety




NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20550

September 27, 1968

Dr. David Rogers
Institute of Taximetrics
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado

Dear Dr. Rogers:

As a result of our telephone conversation yesterday, I
have scheduled a stop in Denver on the return flight from the
West Coast on 13-1L October. I will arrive in Denver late
on the 13th and get a room near the point of f¥igin of bus
service to Boulder. This should allow me to get to your lab
at a good hour on Monday morning--say 2 a.m.?

Please let me know if this will be a convenient time

for you and your associates.
Singer yourg,
Q/ ; "1:. gi

Richard F. Johnston
Program Director for
Systematic Biology

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




1 October 1968

Dr. Richard F. Johnston

Program Director for Systematic Biology
National Science Foundation

Washington, D. C. 20550

Dear Dr. Johnston:

We will be pleased to see you on Monday, the ldth of
October. Bive me a call when you arrive. My home phone is
447-1819; it's a local call on the metropolitan Denver ex-
change. The Brown Palace Hotel in downtown Denver adjoins the
terminal for both airport limousine and the Denver-Boulder bus.
(The University Avenue stop in Boulder is only two blocks
west of the Armory.)

Sincesely yours,

David J. Rogers
Professor of Biology
DIR:gm
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS - LAWRENCE, KANSAS - 66044

DEPARTMENT OF ENTOMOLOGY - SNOW ENTOMOLOGICAL MUSEUM
September 23, 1968

Dr, David J. Rogers

| Department of Biology
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dr, Rogers:

Many thanks for your letter of August 28, Unfortunately I will not
be able to attend your demonstration on October 7th and Bth. Anyway, as
you know, I am much more interested in the results of such methods as you

! have devised than in the methodology itself since I do not comprehend the

latter. |
I would like to attend however, but unfortunately will not be able to
get away.
Yours sincersly
N NN
Charles D, Michener
Watkins Professor of Entomology
CDM: jw
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9 October 1968

Dr. E. Rex Krueger
Computing Center

El Rancho Hansen Motel
East Campus

Dear Rex:

We all very much appreciate the fine and extensive
assistance you gave us for the demonstration. Clearly, your
efforts made it possible for us to demonstrate the facilities
of TAXIR in the best possible way. Thank you very muckh and
please extend my thanks to all of your staff.

Sincerely,

DJR:gm
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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20550

31 July 1968

Dr. David J. Rogers
Department of Biology
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave,

Thank you for the invitation to attend your planned demonstration
of the TAXIR information retrievel system this coming October. As
I am leaving the Foundation in a few weeks, it will be best if I
leave your letter for the attention of my successor, Dr. Richard F.
Johnston, who will be arriving sbout Avgust 18, 1968. I will make
sure it comes to his attention, and he can let you know if he will
be able to attend. It is probable that if any meeting time is pre-
ferable to him, it would be early in October, rather than in the
latter half of that month.

It was good to hear from you, and I hope the meeting goes well.
It would be very educational if I could attend, but unfortunately
I will be back in Corvallis by then.

Yours sincerely,

G

Kenton L. Chambers
Program Director for
Systematic Biology

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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MATIOMAL MUSEUMS OF CANADA - LES MUSEES NATIONAUX DU CANADA

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCES
LE MUSEE NATIONAL DES SCIENCES NATURELLES
OTTAWA

OUR FILE NO.
NOTRE DOSSIER NO

AIRMAIL

September 20, 1968.

Dr. David J. Rogers,
Professor of Biology,
Taximetrics Laboratory ,
Dept. of Biology,
University of Colorado,
Boulder, Colorado 80302,
U.S.A.

Dear Dave:

In reply to your letter of September éth inviting me to attend
your demonstration of TAXIR, | have discussed the details with the Director and
discovered that the balance in the Botany travel budget is not as large as | had
believed. There is a prior commitment to visit the U.K. and the Director has
indicated that if | travel to Colorado it may prejudice my opportunities for other
travel during the current fiscal year. Thus it has been a difficult decision for me
to make but, under the circumstances, | feel | will have to decline your invitation
with sincere regrefs.

Naturally this is a disappointment to me as | am sure that | would
learn a great deal by seeing your program in operation and discussing problems of
mutual interest. | can only hope that it will be possible to see it at some later date,
for example, en route to or from the Xl International Botanical Congress next year.

In the meantime | would appreciate being kept informed of progress
on your program through publications and any mimeographed material you may distribute

at your forthcoming demonstration.

Yours sincerely,

\Jémes H. Soper,
Chief Botanist.
JHS/il
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE

ENTOMOLOGY RESEARCH DIVISION
BELTSVILLE, MARYLAND 20705

September 18, 1968

Dr. David J. Rogers
Taximetrics Laboratory, Biology
Armory 101

University of Colorado

Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:

Thank you for your warm invitation to be present at your demonstra-
tion on October 7th and 8th. Unfortunately I shall not be able to
attend because of my USDA commitments. 1 shall certainly take the
occasion to pick the brains of everyone who made the trip to keep
informed about your very interesting project.

It is barely possible that I shall be in the vicinity of Boulder
sometime during the coming year in which case I shall not hesitate
to let you know that I would like to visit your operation.

Most sincerely,

"l

Richard H, Foote, Assistant Chief
Insect Identification and Parasite
Introduction Research Branch

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN

BRONX -+ NEW YORK 10458 3 212/933-9400
September 17, 1968

Dr. David J. Rogers
Department of Botany
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:

I have your announcement of the Taxir demonstration, but regret
that I will be unable to attend. On that date, October 8, I am slated
to give a talk to the Board of Managers and then go on to a fund raising
event later that day where again I am down to expound. Too bad, for I
very much wanted to get caught up on what you're doing. If you have
any printed material that would give a clue, I'd appreciate it, knowing
full well that a face-to-face discussion and in-person demonstration
is infinitely better.

Best of luck, Dave, and I do hope I'1l be able to see you next
summer, if not soconer.

Cordi Y

H 5S¢ Irwin
Head Curator

HSI:mi
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COMPUTER CENTER 505
Texas TrcrNoLoGicAL COLLEGE TH2 ~[re

Lunsock, Trxas 79409

September 19, 1968

Dr. David J. Rogers
Taximetrics Lab
Department of Biology
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dr. Rogers:

Perhaps you recall my paper on "The Future Taxonomic Bank" at the
symposium in Mexico City. I have since that time continued to work
with the idea and am in the process of submitting a proposal to

N. 5 Fu

Although I have some acquaintance with your project from the meetings,
I have only a vague conception of its goal and no knowledge of
specific projects other than those of Brill and yourself. I think it
is extremely important that our project compliments, rather than
duplicates, your own and would therefore very much welcome a chance

to discuss the two projects with you.

Specifically, our proposal covers a computer-assisted revision of the
mesostigmatid mites and a feasibility study allowing further design
and consideration of the taxonomic bank. I would like to know if you
have developed any methods for storing information which might be of
particular value to us in our project, what you have substituted for
APOP, and the extent to which you are concentrating on information
related to herbarium or museum specimens.

1f it would be more convenient for you to discuss this by phone,
please drop me a card. A call on the WATS line would allow a
reasonable length of conversation. I will be pleased to hear from

you,
Sincerely
e ot

[ Lou Ann Roberts
Research Associate

Smhide (Mes. Proctor )
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE

BERKELEY * DAVIS * IRVINE * LOS ANGELES + RIVERSIDE * SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO

DIVISION F BIDLOGICAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF POPULATION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY
IRVINE, CALIFORNIA 92684

September 23, 1968

Dy. D, -J, Rogers
University of Colorado
Taximetrics Laboratory
Department of Biology
Armory 101

Boulder, Colorado B80302

Dear Dr. Rogers:

I have enclosed a copy of the write-up of the automated key which you
heard me describe at the Kansas numerical taxonomy conference last year, This
key, as you will be well aware, has information retrieval possibilities which
range far beyond the immediate deterministic function.

On my return from Europe I found we had been temporarily wiped off
our system, because our Computer Facility has installed larger disc packs.
However, we shall soon be in businessagain, and I am looking forward to having
a lot of fun with the further development of this program.

From various sources, I hear that you are having a demonstration of
your programs in Boulder this October. Is there any possibility of getting an
invitation to this for myself and a graduate student particularly concerned
with information retrieval techniques. During my summer travels I ran into a
number of people with whom you are collaborating, and I am sure that it would
be most enlightening to have an opportunity to see your programs at first hand.

Yours sincerely,
s

Arthur S. Boughey, Chairglan

Best wishes.

ASB:ss

Enclosure
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10 Professor D. Rogers
FROM T. E. Manning

SUBJECT

DATE 9/13/68

Many thanks for the information on the TAXIR demonstration.
Unfortunately there is a meeting of UCAR institutional
representatives at the same time, 8nd I am obligated to go

to it. I hope others (more closely associated with the

system) don't have similar troubles, and that the attendance 1s good.

I've tried to call you a couple of times to give you this
informetion, but we haveh't had good luck in being available
simultaneously.

N

fd .

A it~
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UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO

BOULDER. COLORADO 80302

TAXIMETRICS LABORATORY PHOME: 303-443-2211
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY Ext. 6712
ARMORY 01

25 July 1968

We invite you herewith to a demonstration of TAXIR, our newly
developed biclogical information retrieval system. We are inviting
you and a number of others because of your demonstrated interest in
our work, and so that you may determine for yourselves the potential-
ities of the system for your applications.

The demonstration will be in three phases:

1. A description of the nature and power of the TAXIR information
retrieval system. It is intended that this discussion be directed to
professional biologists. Technical considerations of computer program-
ming will not be made.

2. A demonstration on the CDC 6400 of the TAXIR system in opera-
tien on a biological data bank consisting of data on specimens of the
genus Manihot. Any gqueries you wish to put to the system will be fed
to the machine.

3. A question-answer session where we can give individual consid-
eration to your specific application.

.1 -\'_Q Enclosed are (1) a questionnaire designed to discover the best time
il +o hold the demonstration, and (2) a preliminary schedule of events.
We hope that some two-day period during the 2nd and 3rd week in October
will be convenient for you. Please fill in the enclosed guestionnaire
immediately and return to me. A subsequent letter will tell you which
dates have been chosen to accommodate the largest number of you, and
what the other arrangements will be. et

We look forward to seeing you.

Sincerely,

David J. Rogers

Professor of Biology
DJR:gm
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29 August 1968

Memo to: Morris Garnsey
From: David J. Rogers

Dear Morris:

We hope that you will be able to set aside the days of
October 7 and 8 to join us for the demonstration & the infor-
mation retrieval system. Actually we will begin the activities
on the 7th, Monday,evening, at 8:00 o'clock with an informal
“‘gathering at my house; the intent of this gathering is merely to
get acquainted with the people who will be here and not to put on
any formal part of the demonstration. That be§ins the next mornéng
at 9:00 A.M. and we will continue all day long, finishing up with
a dinner at 6:00 P.M,

I hope that this will be instructive to you although we will
pitch most of our talk to actual bioclogical users 86 the system.
Let me know if it is possible for you &b attend.

Sincerely.
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29 August 1968

Dr. Richard A. Howard
Arnold Arboretum

22 pivinity Avenue
Cambridge, Mass. 02138

Dear Dick:

I know that you have been extremely busy since your return
from Europe and I hope that you will not mind too much that we
have had to go ahead and establish dates for the demonstration of
our information retrieval system. A sufficient number of people
have responded and tell us that the dates of October 7 and 8,
Monday and Tuesday, are satisfactory for the demonstration. On
that basis we have established those days to actually carry out
the demonstration.

I do jope you can join us because I think the best understand-
ings can be had by actually seeing the program working. As we
indicated earlier this demonstration is oriented specifically for
the working biologist and not for the computernik. It is there-
fore couched in language which will be meaningful to you.

We do hope you can join us, and do let me know soon if you can.
other information will be forthcoming as we develop it.

Sincerely yours,

David J. Rogers
professor of Biology
DIR:gm
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28 Auqust 1968

Lr. Edwin J. Wellhausen

International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center
Londres 40 39T piso

Mexico 6, D. F.

Dear Dr. Wellhausen:

We have pratty well firmed up the dates of October 7 and
8, Monday and Tuesday, for the demonstration of our Information
Retrieval Bystem. We are sorry that we didn't have your reply
before we made the choice of dates, but we hope that vou will
plantto attend. I think that we do have something valuable to
offer you ané your staff for use in the germ-plasm banks, and
hope that we can have the pleasure of demonstrating it to you.
If you came to bring somesone along with you, please fedl free
to do so.

We will shortly send out details about traval to Boulder,
motel accomodations, etec.

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

David J. Rogers
Professor of Blology
DJR:gm
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28 hugust 1968

Dr. C. D. Michener
Department of Entomology
University of Ransas
Lawrence, Kansas 66044

Dear Dr. Michener:

We invite you herewith to a demonstration of TAXIR, our newly
developed biological information retrieval system. We are inviting
you and a number of others because of your demonstrated interest in
our work, and so that you may determine for yourselves the potential-
ities of the system for your applications.

The demonstration will be in three phases:

1X. A description of the nature and power of the TAXIR information
retrieval system. It is intended that this discussion be directed to
professional biologists. Technicldl considerations of computer program—
ming will not be made.

2, A demonstration on the CDC 6400 of the TAXIR system in opera-
tion on a biological data bank consisting of data on specimens of the
genus Manihot. Any gqueries you wish to put to the system will be fed
to the machine.

3. A question-answer session where we can give individual consid-
eration to your specific application.

We have chosen the dates of October 7 and 8, Monday and Tuesday, as
a most convenient date, and hope that you are free to join us them. A
preliminary schedule of events is as follows:

Monday: Gather at 8 P.M. for informal get-acquainted session.

Tuesday: Shminar (explanation of the system): 9 - 12 AM

Lunch: 12 - 1:30 PM
Computer Demcnstration: 2 - 3 BPM
Question and Answer: 3-5PH

Informal Dinner and Evening Discussion: 6 PM -

Please let me know 1* you can attend, and further details of the pro-
gram, routes to Boulder, and other arrangements will be forthcoming shortly.

Sincerely,

David J. Rogers
Professor of Biology
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23 July 1963

Dr. Palph W, Pichardson, Jr.
The fockefeller Foundation
111 West S0th Bvrnoe

New York, . Y. 100230

Denr Ralph:

¥ intite vou herowith to a deconatration of TANIR, our newlw
developad biolegical information retrieval system. We are inviting
you and a nunber of others because of your daronstrated interest in
our york, and so that vou may determine for voursalves the potential-
iticas of the systorn for your aprlications. Wa are alse inviting
Dr. Wellhausen.

The dempnstration will be in three phases:

1. A deseription of the nature and powsr of the TAXIR information
retrisval gvstom. Tt ia intended that this discussion Le directed to
professional biologista. Technicrl considerations of computer prograc-—
ming will not be wade.

2. A demonstration on the COC 6400 of the TAKIR syatem in opara-
tion on a bLiological data hank consisting of data on snecimens of the
genus Manihot. Bny queries you wish to put to the systen will be fed
to the chine,

3. A\ questlion-answer sessicn where we can give individual consider-
ation to your specific arolication.

Enclosed are (1) a guastionnaire designed to discover the best Eine
to hold the demonstration, and (2) a preliminary schedule of events. We
hope that mome two-day reriod during the 2néd or 3rd week of October will
be convenient for you. Plaase fill in the enclosed gquestionnaire isme-
diately and return to me. A subsequent letter will tell you which dates
have been chosen to accommodate the largest number of you, tell vou of
housing arrangements, routes to Boulder, and other logistics information.

We look forwar:d to seeing you.

Sinceroly,

pavid J. Hogers
Professor of Biology
DIR:gnm
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2 Pugust 1968

Dr. HWelson G. Hairston
Museum of Zoclogy
University of Michigan
Ann Arhor, Michigan 48104

bear Nelson:
Thank you for your prompt response.

T am writing at this time because T am not sura whether we
extended to youtthe option of alse inviting other interested
menbers of vour institution. For instance you mentioned a vice-
president while you were here, and if you are still considering
herpetology as the likely department for a pilot effort, you
might like someone from that group to attend. If you do, just
drop us a line with the names, (and Jates if they are different
from yours).

pave is off to Florida for a couple of weeks (not the convention).

Sincerely,

Henrv S. Fleming
ESP:am
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449 umr. Boyd T. Jones, Regional Manager
675 N. lst Street
gan Jose, Calif. 95112

29 July 1968

Mr. William C. Norris, President, CDC
Bl00 34th Avenue, South
Minneapolis, Minn. 55420

Dear Mr. Morris:

We would like to invite you to a demonstration of T8 X\,

a an infor-
mation retrieval system for bLiological data. We have developed the system
to run on the CDC 6400 at the University of Colorado, supported by a grant
from the National Science Foundation. We anticipate that we will have a
small number (30 - 40) potential users of our system here for the demon-
stration. We are also imkiting Mr. Boyd T. Jones, western regional manager
for CDC.

The potential users are directors, or curators, of large collections
of biological materials in such institutions as the Smithsonian Institution,
the University of Michigan, Harvard University, the New York Botanical
Garden, etc. Some representatives from the United States Department of
Agriculture are also included, as well as the agricultural officers of the
Rockefeller Foundation.

The demonstration is to consist of three parts, as follows:

1. A description of the nature and power of the TAXIR information
retrieval system. It is intended that this discussion be directed to
professional biclogists. Technical considerations of computer programming
will not be made.

2, B demonstration on the CDC 6400 of the TAXIR system in operation
on a biological data bank consisting of data on specimens of the genus
Manihot. Any queries you wish to put to the system will be fed to the machine.

3. AR question-answer session where we can give individual consideration
to specific applications.

The technical computing and machine aspects of the program will not be
stressed at the meeting, but we would be glad to answer any guestions you
may have concerning software aspects of the TAXIR system. The team that Has
developed this system is copposed this system is composed ofbbiologists, m
mathematicians and programmers. We have been at work in this type of effort
for the past seven vears. The initial efforts of this group were made at
the MNew York Botanical Garden, where we also used CDC computers, both at
New York University and at your service bureau at Great neck, Long Island.
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Mr. W. C. Norris from D. J. Rogers 29 July 1968 2.

We are enclosing a questionnaire which indicates the possible times
for holding this demonstration. If it is not possible for you to attend,
you may care to designate another individual from CDC who may be inter-
ested in the system.

Please return the questionnaire indicating your interest in attending.

Sincerely,

bavid J. Rogers
DIR:gm
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23 July 1968

Dr. Ralph ¥. Pichardson, Jr.

The Pockefeller Foundation

111 West 50th Buemnk i
New York, W. ¥. 10020

Dear Ralphi

4l Wa iatite vou herawith to a demonstration of TAXIR, our newly lr
! developad biological information retrieval system. We are inviting

1 you and a numher of others hecavss of your demonstrated interest in

our work, and so that vou may determine for yoursslves the potential-

itfes of the syster for your applications. We are also inviting

Br. Wellhausen.

The demonstration will ba in three phases:

1. & description of the hature and power of the TAXIR information
retrieval systom. It is intended that this discussion be directed to
professional biologists. Technical considexations of computer program-
ming will not be made.

2. A demonstration on the CDC 6400 of the TAXIR syatem in opera-
tion on a biolegical data hank consisting of data on specimens of the
genus Manihot. Bny gueries you wish to put to the system will be fed
to the machine.

3. A question-answer session where we can give individual consider-
ation te your spacific apoliecation.

Enclosed are (1) a quastionnaire designed to discover the best time
to hold the demonstration, and (2) a preliminary schedule of events. We
hope that some two-fay period during the 2nd or 3rd waek of Cctober will
be convenient for you. Please £ill in the enclosed questionnaire imms-
diately and return to me. A subseguent letter will tell you which dates
have been chosen to acoommodate the largest number of you, tell you of
housing arrangements, routes to Boulder, and other logistics information.

v Wa look forward to seeing you.
i
! Sincerely,
David J. Rogers
Profeascor of Biology
DJR:gm
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE

REGIONAL PLANT INTRODUETION STATION
WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
JOHNSON HALL 58
PULLMAN, WASHINGTON suiss

October 2, 1968

Teximetrics Lab., Biology
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorade 80302

Dear Sir: RE: Seminar and Demonstration of TAXIR

| wish to make a change In room accomodations for Mr. Leland W. Hudson,
Regional Plant Introduction Station, Washington State University, Pullman,
Washington. He previously requested a double room for the night of

October 6 and a single for the nights of October 788. He now finds he will
only require accomodations for the night of October 6. | would therefore
|ike to cancel his reservation for the nights of October 748. He will also
be unable to provide seats in a rental car as indicated on his accomodations
form.

Sincerely,

/L 9o Eutelle

Marge Estelle
Secretary
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THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM of HARVARD UNIVERSITY
THE ARBORWAY * JAMAICA PLAIN * MASSACHUSETTS oz130 - U.S.A.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

September 10, 1968

Dr. David J. Rogers
University of Colorade
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:

I hope your departure from Columbus was easier than mine.
I allowed two hours te get to the airport and only by stopping
a taxi at the Towers did I squeak aboard the plane. Anyway, the
meetings were the usual pleasures of seeing people and the pains
of tired limbs from sidewalks, hard seats and short beds., It
was good to see you but I am sorry to report I cannot attend the
session you have scheduled for the eighth of October. I am the
| speaker at a luncheon on that date and no substitute is possible
under this particular circumstance. You'll have to count on
MacDonald representing the AHS although I'll speak again to
David Leach when I see him this week.

Sincerely,

o)

Richard A. Howard

Director
RAH/mp
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Kennett Square Penn-sy]vania, 10348

ibert, Director

August 13, 1968

Dr. David Rogers
Professor of Biology
Taximetrics Laboratory
Department of Biology
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder Colo. 80302

Dear Dave:

As much as T would like to attend your demonstration of
the Taxir System, I feel that everyone's interests concerned here
would be best served if I designated an alternate and pass on the
invitation to:

Mr. Richard Brown, Graduate Student
Longwood Program

University of Delaware

College of Agricultural Sciences
Newark, Delaware 19711

As far as I know, any of the altermative dates you have
listed will be suitable to Mr. Brown, from whom you will be hearing
further.

Si.nce_l_'_ely;'
%ﬁsﬁl J. Seibert
Director
RJIS:P
il
"‘" ce: R. W. Lighty
=rul R. Brown
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
ANN ARBOR. MICHIGAN, U.S. A, 48104
MUBEUM OF ZOOLOGY August 13, 1968

Dr. Henry S. Fleming
Taximetrics Laboratory
Department of Biology
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Henry:

I am sorry for the delay in answering your letter of August
2, but I wanted to get a ruling from an absent dean about
bringing Arnold Kluge on administrative travel, rather than
having him use his "meeting" trip for the year. Present
indications are favorable, and he is sending the spare form
to you.

Arnold is Curator of Reptiles and Amphibians here, and is
also the staff member who is most interested in the kind of
thing you all are doing.

We would appreciate having the final decision on dates as
soon as possible.

Best regards.
Yours sincerely,

e

Nelson G, Hairston
Director

NGH/dbh
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS - LAWRENCE, KANSAS - 66044

DEPARTMENT OF ENTOMOLOGY : SNOW ENTOMOLOGICAL MUSEUM

August 9, 1968

Doctor Henry Fleming
Department of Biology
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Henry:
Thank you for your note of 6 August.
Unfortunately, I will be unable to attend the TAXIR demonstration.
Notre Dame will pay for one mesting per year and I want to go to
the NT conference. So I guess that I will have to rely on George
to give me a concentrated session after the formal close of the NT
meeting.
I hope everything goes well at the TAXIR demonstration.

Sincerely,

Theodore J. Crovello

Research Associate

TJC:mm
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6 huguet 1968

Dr. Theodore J. Crovello
Departmant of Fntomology - Snow Museunm
The University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas 66044

Doar Ted:

I am very soryy but we have no travel funds available.
However, othar institutions are funding their respective attendees
because of tha perti to , etc. of information retrieval.
Have you tried your own institution?

Tt would be impractical to try to squeeze the demonstration in
during the T conference. However, if you wish to stay over a
couple of days, Georoe Estwxhbook will try to give you a concentra-
ted session.

I sumgast you wait on your Greene Herbarium data until you see
us. ®e will have live data made up from the genus Manihot
(Eupharbiaceae) for which we have the world collection here and
are in the process of monographing.

fiope you can find a way to make the deronstration. There
should ba a very broad airing of maseum and biological aspects of
information retrieval.

Sincerelyv,

Henry S. Flaming
HEP:gm
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS - LAWRENCE, KANSAS - 66044

DEPARTMENT OF ENTOMOLOGY - SNOW ENTOMOLOGICAL MUSEUM

August 1, 1968

. Doctor David J. Rogers
Department of Biology
Armory 101
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:
Thanks for your letter of 22 July.

| T would love to see a demonstration of the TAXIR system. Several
points should be clarified, however. Host important, will you be

paying my expenses? Otherwise I know that I will be unable to

attend. Also, would it be more efficient to have this just prior

to, or the day after the NT conference, which I assume is still

{ on? If not, and you are not planning to discuss TAXIR at the

conference, I am still interested in coming in October.

If you like, I could generate an upper lower case paper taps of
some Greene Herbarium data which you could use as a "real" example.
If you cannot accomodate paper tape and the two cases, I can

send you a card deck when I return to Notre Dame in September.

Best wishes and thanks for the invitation. I look forward to
seaing you.

| Sincerely,

Theordore J. Crovello

Research Associate

TJC :rm
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE

CROPS RESEARCH DIVISION
FORT COLLINS. COLORADO BOS5Z2I|

NATIONAL SEED STORAGE LABORATORY

August 7, 1968

Dr. David J. Rogers
Department of Biology
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dr. Rogers:

1 have contacted my Branch Headquarters in regard to attending
your demonstration on retrieval of information of Manihot.
They feel that there would be very little application to my
work here and have declined to approve attendance at the
meeting. It may be, however, that if you will advise me

later as to the dates finally selected I can arrange to drive
over the second day of the meeting.

Sincerely yours,

TES

@ ¢

Edwin James

Head of Laboratory
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MONKS WOOD EXPERIMENTAL STATION
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY Telephone:
ABBOTS RIPTON, HUNTINGDON Abbots Ripton 308, 340
Director; K. MELLANBY, C.B.E., 5¢.D,, F.LBIOL.

NATURAL EMVIRONMENT
RESEARCH COUNCIL

BIOLOGICAL RECORDS CENTRE Yot Mgty 60
F. H. PERRING, M.A., PH.D., F.LS.

D.J. Rogere Esg.,
laximetrics Laboratoxny,
Department of Biology,
Armory 101,

Univeraity of Colorado,
Boulder,

Colorade 80302,

Dear Dave,

Thanks for your invitation of 22nd July. Of course I would
love an opportunity of coming to Colorade and seeing your demonstration
and I heve tentatively filled in the foxm, bu. as the chences of
getting any money here are nil and I suppose that you ere not
proposing to pay my air fare there and back, I suspect that the
completion of ths form is a purely academic excercise.

I have & year off in 1970 which I hope to spend in North
smerica so, who knows, maybe I shall be able to go to Colorado and
see your system when it hss been working solidly for two yeaxzs.

Yours sincerely,

S
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560

August 1, 1968

Dr. David Rogers
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80304

Dear Dave:

I have returned the form indicating the acceptable dates of
our visit to you, and I can report real interest in it. Personally,
I am looking forward to it with real anticipation. I have had a
couple of thoughts about the composition of our party that I'd
like to advance for your consideration.

Although Don Squires has now left us, he continues on a special
appointment as principal investigator on the HEW contract we have
and as a special advisor on this subject to me. If he has not been
invited to join us for this visit, would it be possible to do so?

If he could not make it, would you accept either Dr. Mamning or
Dr. Watson (chairmen of Invertebrate and Vertebrate Zoology,
respectively) who act for him in administering the contract in his
absence? Or perhaps one of them could come anyhow?

Also, I would like to have Nick Suszynski accompany us as a
technical adviser. I think he would be most helpful, if you would
be willing to accept him for this meeting. If you wish, I'll ask
him about his availability on the proposed dates; I have not yet
spoken with him.

It will be good to see the results of your labors, and I hope
to to hear from you soon, With very best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Richard 5. Cowan

Director
Museum of Natural History
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6 August 1968

Dr. Richard 5. Cowan

Huseun of Matural History
Smithsonian Institution - TISNM
Washinoton, D. C. 20560

Dear Dick:

By all means invite Drs. Manning and Watson. I am enclosing Sorms for
them to Eill out, They have some idea of what we are doing as a result of
our conversations last year. Dre. Hale, Peters and Shetler have already
accepted.

We have not invited Nick Suszynski bacause we have selected the invitees
solely on the basis of their being bioclogists with an information retrieval
problem. With only a couple of exceptions such as Peters they only have an
academic interest, if that much, in computer technicalities. e will at
gsome future date have a session for the Computernics.

We have been keeping Don informed about our activities and have not
extended an invitation to him at this time, because at this time he is not
directly concerned with information retrieval at Btony Brook, and is very
likely occupied with the logistics of settling Mimself in.

tle have also been trying to keep the grour as small as possible so that
a really meaningful exchanqge can be attained. However, if for your institu-
tion vou feel the necessity of having Don, brino him along with you.

pave is in Florida for a couple of weeks (not at the convention but
locking at Manihot). Give my best to John Wurdack.

Sincerely,

flenry S. Fleming
HBF :qgm
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

Weishington. 202 20560
£5A.

August 1, 1968

Dr, David J. Rogers
Professor of Biology
Taximetrics Laboratory
Department of Biology
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:

1 was delighted to learn in your letter of July 22, 1968, that
your biological information retrieval system has been developed to
the point of demonstration, You are certainly to be congratulated
in taking the first steps toward this development back before it
became recognized as a key function in the advancement of integrated
systems in general and taxonomy in particular.

I would like very much to be able to attend, but I regret to say
that it will be impossible for me to come in October. I am very
pleased, on the other hand, to see that you have asked several of our
science faculty with special interest in these areas, and I hope they
will be able to attend and participate.

Sincerely yours,

Sidney R. Galler
Assistant Secretary
(Science)
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20560
Department of Botany

1 August 1968

ATIR MATL

Dr. David J. Rogers
Department of Biology
University of Colorado

| Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:

On behalf of Mason Hale and myself, let me respond to your
invitation of 22 July by saying that we will be pleased to attend the
demonstration of TAXIR that you plan for October. Mason is away just

| now, but I have spoken with him by phone and have marked his question-
naire accordingly. The one date that will be out for all of us at the
Smithsonian, whether the other respondents have realized this or not,
is 10-11 October, because the Biological Society of Washington will be
holding a symposium at that time, including Dick Cowan as a speaker.
As you will see on my questionnaire, several other dates are out for me
also, but I hope enough are left to make the selection of 2 generally
acceptable date possible. :

We will look forward to hearing from you on the definite plans.

Best regards.
Sincerely,
wyn G. Shetler
Associate Curator
Enclosure
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The Rockefeller Foundation
111 WEST 50th STREET, NEW YORK, N, Y. 1D020

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES CABLE: ROCKFOUMND, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-8100

July 31, 1968

Dear Dave:

In reply to your July 23 letter and the attached
form relating to the demonstration of TAXIR I regreti io
advise that it does not appear possible for anyone from this
office to attend., The month of October will be an active
one for officers here in New York., We do hope, nowever, that
Dr. Wellhausen to whom you have also extended an invitation
will be able to attend in line with his earlier expressed keen
interest in your information retrieval system.

I hope you have a very successful meeting, Dave, and
thet considerable interest is generated on the part of biologists.

Sincerely yours,
o 24

R. W. Richardson, Jr.
Associate Director

Dr. David J. Rogers
Professor of Biology
Taximetrics Laboratory
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

RWR : emmw
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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20550

Office of Science Information Service

July 29, 1968

VIA ATR MAIL

Professor David J. Rogers
Taximetriecs Laboratory
Department of Biology
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:

Thank you for the invitations you extended to Dr. Adkinson and

myself to attend the TAXIR demonstration. Dr. Adkinson, unfortunately,
already has rather heavy commitments during October and will be umable
to attend. I have suggeated Mr, Tom Galloway as my alternate. Be-
cause of his technical background, his review and comments will be
useful not only to this Program but to other psople in the Foundation
as well.

I wish you every success during the demonstration and I shall be most
eagerly awalting the results.

Sincerely,

(fj e ).'. ? d/ j
Eicetirey L - Lidedid

Edward C. Welss

Program Director

Special Projects Program

Eneclosure
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July 30, 1968

Dr, David J, Rogers
Taximetrics Laboratory
Department of Biology
Armory 101

University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Dear Dave:

Thank you for your letter of July 22 and for inviting
me to attend the demonstration of your newly developed
biological information retrieval system, TAXIR, Although
I would enjoy enormously attending the meeting, I regret
that it would be better for me not to try to do so, 1

| shall be away all during September with a group going to
South Africa to look at the spring flowering deserts,
and will have an enormous amount of catching up to do
during October, when everything starts up anyway.

| I base my decision also on the fact that Howard Irwin

' is a more appropriate person to go, since he already knows
what you are doing and will undoubtedly derive more benefit
from it.

I hope that you will invite people like Bob Gordon of
Notre Dame University, someone from Biological Abstracts,
someone from the Smithsonian group, as well as other
biologists who already have some understanding of
biological inf~~mation retrieval systems, but who can
see how much farther and deeper you have gone than they
have,

My warmest and best wishes to you for a successful and
rewarding meeting.

Sincerely yours,
3T
William C, Steere

Director

WCS/ga

ce: Dr, Howard Irwin
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CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS
B100 34TH AVENUE SOUTH, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55440 / 612-BBE-5555 | TWX 910-576-2978

CONTROL DATA

August 5. 19k8

Mr. David J. Rogers
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO
Taximetrics Laboratory
Department of Biology
Armory 101

Boulder. Colorado 80302

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Thank you for your letter of 29 July. Your invitation
to participate in the TAXIR demonstration is appreciated.

We are very interested in your program. I will be
unable to attend but am asking Mr. R. L. Williamsa
Director of Medical Systems Marketing. to participate
in my behalf. His enrollment questionnaire form

is attached.

Sincerely yours-
CONTROL DATA CORPORATION

5 %(fﬂtﬂ-'rr) (: Wmﬁ-

William €. Norris
President

mh

cc: Mr. R. L. Williams
Mr. B. T. Jonesa
Manager. Western Region

encl.




SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FOR DEMONSTRATION OF TAXTIR SYSTEM

Day 1: Gather at 8 PM for informal get-acquainted session.
Day 2: Seminar [explanation of the system): 2 - 12 am

Lunch: 12 - 1:30 PH

Computer Demonstration: 2 - 3 PM

Question and Answer: 3 - 5 PM

Informal Dinner and Evening Discussion: 6 PM ~ =

B L L R

QUESTIONNAIRE

Name R. L. Williams Organization CONTROL DATA CORPORATION
Director of Medical Systems Marketing

Pleaze check each of the following two-day periods with a

(:) if you can attend during this two-day period,
(:) if you can attend, but with some inconvenience,
(:) if you cannot attend.

oct. 7-8 __ Oct. 14-15
oct. B=9 oct. 15-16 _
Oct. 9-10 oct. 16-17
oct. 10-11 _ Oct. 17-18

Any of the dates listed will be acceptable.
If you cannot attend at all, would you pleass suggest an alternate and

pass our invitation on to him.

. of Bioleogy

1302
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NORTHWEST REGIONAL DFFICE
675 NORTH FIRST STREET, SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95112 / 408-287-2280

CONTROL DATA

August 9. 19kL8

Mr- David J. Rogers
University of Colorado
Taximetrics Laboratory
Department of Biology
Armory 101

Boulder. Colorado A0302
Dear Mr. Rogers:

Thank you for your letter of July 29. Your invitation
to participate in the TAXIR demonstration is
appreciated.

I am interested in your program and will be able

to attend. Attached is my enrollment questionnaire
form.

Very truly yourss

CONTROL DATA CORPORATION

B T Jones
Northwest Regional Manager

BTd:nph
Att.

cc: E F Mobbs

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




| Namn

QUESTYONRAIRE

B T Jones Control Data Corporation

Organization

Please check sach of the following two-day parlods with a

@ if you can attend during this two-day period,
@ if you can attend, but with some inconvenience,
@ if you cannot attend.

oct. 7-8 | oct. 14-15 [
ook. B=9 2 Oct, 1516 4
Oct. 9-10 2. Oct. 16-17 _2
oct. 10-11 _| oct. 17-18 [

If you cannot attend at all, would you please suggest an alternate and
pass our invitation on to him.

Return to:

pavid J. Rogers

Taximetrics Lab., Dept. of Bieclogy
Armory 101

Univeraity of Colorado

Boulder, Colo. 80302
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28 Sartembar 1968

Dr. Blizabath M. Bipf
Bioschinces Information Service
2100 Arch Streoet

Fhiladelphia, Penna. 19103

Denxr Betty:

slad vou're coming to our deamonstration. Please give me
your flight information - it probably will be best to fill out
the enclosed form.

We will reserva a room for you at the Harvest Housa,
Boulder. If vou want to come from Denver with somecne else also
attending, there is a aood chance that vou can find someona ar-
rivins about the sama time. W¥e'll have a renresentative at the
airport to meet vour flicht.

Sdncerely,

Pavid J. Rogers
Profaessor of Bioloay
DIR:gm
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26 Septerbar 1968

Pean William E. Briquys
Hellems 102
Boulder Campus

Dear Bill:

T would like to invite vou to come to a demonstration of our
corputerized hiclenical information retrieval system on October
7 and 8. CSoma forty interested scientists, about half of whon
are from the University have been invited and expect to attend. T
“he cutside particinants are biologists and computer specialists
from various institutions in the gountry. The schedule of
activities iz as follows:

Octoker 7, 8:00 P.M. Informal cathering at Mountain Thadews
Club House
Octoler 8, 9:00 A.M. Seminar at Computing Center, Poom 37Sh
12:00 Moon Lunch at larveat House
2:00 P.M. Demonstration of TAXTE at Computing Center
3:00 P.1. Cuestiona and answers
6:00 .M. Dinner at Harvest House

In as much as the work that has gona into this system is inten-
ded for use by menmbers of this community as well as by others at
both the undércraduate and graduate levels, we liope that you can
come and view the dencnstration with an aye to assessing its value
for the operations of this University. Ue hope vou can attend soue
or all of thn sessions.

Eincerely,

bavid J. Regers
rrofessor of hiclogy
DIRtgm
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25 September 1968

Dr. Howard S. Trwin

The New York Botanical fGarden
Bronx Fark

Bronx, N. Y. 198458

Dear Howard:

Of all the people I had hoped to have come to our demonstration,
I had hoped most for you. Immriblyamthnt?wrduﬂlstm
prevent your attendance. It is remarkable, isn't it, that six or
seven menmboers of the Natural History Museum of the Smithsonian including
the director and several department heads find it sufficiently interest-
ing to attend, but N.Y.H5.G. has no time for its curators to further
their professional interests.

I recognize the significance of polities, hut I've alwavs wondered
why it is that administrators think it more important for scientists
to do publicity activities rather than scientific ones. 1In tah long
run we all muet turn to a hetter management system for our collections.
While our svstem i{s not the full t of collections,
it certainly offers a step in the direction vhi.ch will make collections
much more meaningful, useful, and nroductive. T do believe that the
herbarfum or museum is becoming the focal point for much of knowledge,
and recognized as a significant contributor to modern day needs. I
believe that the exciterent of a museur can be made much more bhroadly
known throuch application of modern communication techninues of which
the computer is one of the most significant.

Peerhaps after the Foard of Managers has turned yvou loocse, they
might be willing to let you come for a private demonstration here.
I hope so anyway.

Sincarsly,

David J. Rogers
Professaor of Blology
DIR:gm
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25 September 1968

Dr. Foward S. Irwin

The riew York Botanical Garden
8Sronx Park

Bronx, Mew York 10458

Dear Howard:

0f all the people T had hoped to have come to this meeting, T
had hoped most for you. T am terribly sorry that your duties
there prevent vour attendance. Tt is remarkable, isn't it, that
we are getting six or seven members of the Natural History Museum
of the Smithsonian including the director as well as five or six
dapartment heads.

I recognize the aignificance of nolitics, hut I've alwmys
wondered why it is that administrators think it more important for
science, to do publicity activities rather than scientific ones.

In the long run we all must turn to a better management system for
our collections. While it is not the full answer to management

of collections it certainly offers a step in the direction which
will make of collecticns much more meaninaful, useful, and pro-
ductive. I do believe that the herbarium or museum is becoming

the focal ooint for much of knowledoe, recognized as a significant
contributer to modern day needs. T believe that the exciemment of
a museum can be made much meore broadly known through application of
modern communication technigques of which the computer is one of the
rost significant.

varhars after the Board of Managers has turned you loocse
thev might he willing to let you come for a private demonstration
here. I hope so anyway.

Sincerely,

David J. Rogers
Profeasor of Bioloav
OTR:qm
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Dear Ernie: Thanks for your note. 2

I did contact l
Jim. He cant make it. I am sorry because we

really have something to show for a computerized
I.R. system. It was good te see you at Columbus.
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Return immndiately to: Taximetrics Tab., Siology
Aruory 101
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colo. ©0302

4 ACTOMODATIONS

8ingla room (apply early) Data(s)

pouble room - Oct. 7 only Ock. 7 & 8

other day(s)

Nams of rocmmate

tione necessary

TRAVEL
I plan to arrive at on + on October 7.
: ; time airline
D I can provide seate in a rental car.
¢ |
Dxmldﬁkghohav&arﬁe. 'r

U'ﬁa arrangoments necessary

I plan to leave at on on Oct E

D-I can take T gers.

DI would like to have a ride.

DIRNER

I will attend the dinner on October B. yES D ne D

detach and raturn top part of the pags
SCHEDULE

Octobar 7, 9:00 P.M. Informal gathering at Mountain Shadowa Club House
(ste enclosed map)

October 8, 2:00 B.M. Seminax &t Compnting Centex, Room 375K, PSR Blig. #2
{sa@e encleosed map)
12:00 nocorn Lunch =i T=ryast [louge
£300 BuH. UermonstIstion of Yas.sn at Computing Cunter
3:00 P.M. Questions and ASHRTS I

6:00 2.M.
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