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Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
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About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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JUSTIFICATION FOR GREENHOUSES

A greenhouse Is as essential to teaching and research in Biology

as any other Instrument In modern sclence. While greenhouses may lack
;? the glamor of & computer or an electron mlcroscope, they are fo e

Q[q[pg!gangygraflon the essential requlrement Lefore these more effete
Instruments can be properly emp!ov;E:HHTﬂ; creenhouse provides an oppor-
tunity to sample the world's diversity of organisms In microcosm. In these
days of direction toward standardization and uniformity (and conformity)
It Is critical that blolegists focus the attention of mankind on the
diversity of |ife other than himself. The reasons for such focus are
fundamental. Tne loss of gene pools because we fall fo malntaln diversity
Is as bad to |ife itself as for the banker to use up his principal. The
areenhouse allows students and teachers In biclogy the opportunity to keen
in focus this diversity in an énvironment (such as the stata of Coloradoe)
wherein there Is Iittle cpportunity to ses more than a vary small sample
of earth's biota.

The types of greenhouse requested herewlth cive the Flexibility
necassary for modern-day study. Several forms of greenhouse will be
required, from the more conventional type to those where very precise
control of light, heat, molsture and a host of other variables can be
maintained (growth chambers). If there be a priority assignable to the
construction of greenhouses | would suggest the genaral greenhouse built
over the growth chambers should be the first, followed by the display or
conservatory house, but this prierity does not indicate that either

should be neglectad, because one Is as Irportant as the other.

The greenhouse serves both zoological and botanical endeaver and its
application is only restricted by the ingenuity (or lack thereof) of the
bicloglst. [f we are to attract an ever Increasing and ever improving
faculty, we nust provide these jreenhouses.
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GREENHOUSE

Request that the following greenhouse consfruction activities be
approved:

I. Immediate repair fto greenhouse by Macky auditorium, including
automatic control valves for heat; reglazing the windows, rebuilding
of benches; bullding of a small head-house to provide necessary work
area and storage space.

2. Approval and fund-seeking for greenhouses fo be constructed
adjacent to Hale Hall of Science as fol lows:

A. General student (undergraduate and graduate) greenhouse
with 900 sq. feet of bench space, divided into three general areas:
moist, hot; cool, moist; and medium, average (ambient). This unit may
be placed as the second story over the following needed facility:

B. A building for growth chambers, with the quality of uniform
temperatures to contain a battery of growth chambers, each with its own
environmental conditions.

C. A controlled greenhouse (different from A ) for advanced
classes and research in plant physiology and genetics.

D. Display and teaching greenhouse. This facllity, sometimes
called a "conservatory", is not a large sfructure, perhaps only with 500
square feet, butiis vitally important to this campus and to the state as
a whole. One of the most certain ways to attract sfudents to the study
of biolegy is through such structures. |t alsc serves the lay public
as an educational and enjoyable experience. The University of Indiana's
greenhouse built fo serve this purpose has been a demonstrable success
in this area. To my knowledge, except for Denver, no other facility of

This sort exists in the Rocky Mountain area.
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UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER.

Doctor A, LBve,

Department of Biology,
University of Colorado,
BOULDER ,

Colorado, 80302,
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DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY
THE UNIVERSITY
MANCHESTER, 13

14th September, 1967,

Dear Askell,

I have got a fairly comprehensive drawing of our new greege
house for you, Here are somenotesabout it,

It is heated from a boiler house by means of low pressure
hot water and is ventilated by Ventaxia fans, Humidifiers are
fitted in every cubicle and there is temperature and humidity con-
trol, We have not yet fitted any blinds as we were short of
money, so that the temperature does get somewhat out of control
in the summer though not unreasonably so, The whole house is
insect proofed by means of a fabric called Tygan which is a kind
of nylon fabric with a very close weave, The house is constructed
of Western Red Cedar,

I hope that this will give you what you need, If you want
further details let me know and I will try and get them for you,

I trust you had a good journey home, It was nice to see
you, As you know I intended to go on to the Birmingham conference
on Chemotaxonomy this evening, but because of the rail strike,
transport is very uncertain so I am staying at home instead and
getting on with some work,

Joan joins me in sending very kind regards to Doris and
yourself,

Yours,
Doctor A, LBve,

Department of Biology,
University of Colorado, \j
BOULDER,

Colorado, 80302,

U.S!A.
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