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ROLY GRONBLAD, Prb. heo,
CENTRALGATAN &%

WAMIN, FINLAND

Dear Hannah,

27.1X.1961.

I shall promptly give you my answer to your guestion
about Roya anglica ( - not angelica ! - ). In my opinion they all are
R. obtusa. In your drawings there is no cell with the apices so dist-
inetly truncate as in my figures: the apices are "angulate", you cannot
that any of your cells has an angulate apex? they are all more or less
rounded, are they not? I hope you are not dissatisfied with my deciding

your question in a negative manner! It
and not only one or two.

is very good tc have many figures

Two days ago I sent my Labrador drawings by air mail to

you,and if you find something that you
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can use you zre free to do so.
with Scott???

Best wishes,
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12,1962

Dear Hannah,

I wish to tell you thet ever;ihing hus safely
arrived in Karis, your lettiers all crawings, jour comments
your funny book. Mzny best thanks for this. Today T have bee
the whole day i- may Yed beccuse of in luenzs or something

that is couing. I did not sleer last ni "t &t all. Fut I
hope this vill be very soon over.When I an hetter I shall

B e
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Karis Febr. f 1962,

Dear Hinneh,

This letter is written in many parts because 1 hume
been (end I am still) more or less ill,influenza? or souething like it. It is
nothing very serious but you kriow one is not quite like onegelf and one‘s acti
vity is nearly #0.

25.1. 1 got yomr returned meniscript with correcticns, Of course you
are correct: it should be processitus (I have looked in my old old schoclgram-

mer that slso says "ertus,tribus, —cus,e.i.lacus).] know my -ubus is wrong
but I forget it every time., In some curious way I got it into my head, I sup-
pose from "lacubus"? Very bad! :

Krieger 'nd the Germans, also Foti in his "Algenkunde 1959" are us-—
ing "eerophytische","atmophytische Algen" (Fott’s book ha: figures made by
R&%i%ka) so I thought there might be such a word in English too. I have not
seen it in aMy dictionary!

"]stiue,hians - latiori,hiante”., I have seen names used in their in-
flexible state end I like it more so! perhaps not guite correct?

Thank jou very wuch for all corrections.As jyou see your help :i8 veng

-

useful anc heips me to awoid bad ooking mistokes botFhn in Tatin and in Englisl

I hed 25/1 a first lettier from Arthur, He has apparently been very|
seriously ill and his letter it still very depressed end pessimistic. So I
have written fo him trying to find some consclation for his mind. Fut it is
very difficult, one must be very careful with words and for me with my incom-
plete English it is not very easy. When I myself was 11l a year &go I also
was deeply sunken into lhe darkest pessimism. I really did not csre lor any-
thing &t all - and now I hope I am changed very ruch Ior the better......

Your letter with comsents upon my dr wings arrived. There were not
so meny or important diiferencies., Fut later more on them. A book sbout Russ-
ian emigrents which jou sent me I have read. I think it is not very much ex-—
sggerated - the, are iunny people., Arthur told me he had got a book for X-ma
present which was intended for jou. He said it was childish,btut everyone her
enjoys it very much. So 1 bade him send it to you.

Arthur writes thet he thinks he will no more be abge toc work on
desmids and will send 211 his drawings to Frescott. I told him how downheart-
ed I felt when I was in the Hospital i FEken#is. I had lost allmy hope of re-
covering. "Voi che entrate.lssciate ogni speranza" was my slogen. 1 know ver)
well that-gggzﬁigénéan happen &t any moment but I do not think of it se much

enymore. Everytihin, can happen to anyone. We will hupe hewilt orily do deonidhwsy ke
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liow I em excminigg a collection of plankton ssmrles from N.Zealand

I do not guite sygree with Thomesson in his identifications ( although I like
him &s a pleasant and agreeable fellow). With Erook’s opinions I cannoil agree.
He certainly is exaggerating the reletions between some Staursstra ( I belie-
ve Teilding is spprroving of this kind of texonony-evo.ution? I am not unkind
nor malevolent towards our friend Tg but our views are are so ver; different:
"West is West and Emet is East nnd never will theiwo meat? I believe Kipling
said?

30.1.The drawings arrived,ever;thins din goud condition. I heve naéﬁ
only & very slight look at them and I can see that there are not very import-
ant diiferencies in our orinions. You have seen and drawn much mor. Closteria
and hetrie than I heve./ I must confess that I em verg unthrustful as to the
very many varieiies of lLetrium and Cylindrocystis end I believe that one must
heve a very rich material with plenty of "different” cells to be able to de-
cide btetween the very doubtful varieties end species of such genera./ Here is
a good example of what is emphasized in Gblad & Ruzicka (1959),cucted from
Ernst Mayr:"The first rule vwhich cannot be emphasized oIten enough is that we
should name prolulations,not individuels.." This is & rule ¥ery often neglected

I can tell you @ storyt There is a Germen desmfidiclogist Kurt Furster (do you
know him?). He is workin: in the following menner: he has & friend who is in-|
terected inmaking vicroscopicel slides,to mount desmids in some stabile media
after n:ving -tazined the cells.Now these s.ides &re quite excellent (I have
zot some of them with Frazilisn meterial) but there are single or very few
ce.ls of every species.and they lie steadily mounted in & fixed position.It
cannot be good to make identifications from such slides, especially you can-—
not geb any ides of the variation of species. I should szy it is really dange-
rous to use such methods. I have also written 1o Mr Forster on this. /He make
gzood identifications and good dravings/.———

It is curious that zlthcugh there zre lots of desmidiologists
making pure culture 1esearch,there notody who should make it from a t:xonomic
al point of view. And I telieve much could be obteined bty this metnod. (if onl]
gtrici eriticism is elweys following). This is of course very Eeas) to say by
orie who hes never tried pure culture metheds, but 1 believe it is our onl ¥y
remaining way.

When we find in a very rich plémcton sample & lot of nearly Te-
lated Stiurastrums, or we need not be talking of "reletions" which is some= |
what obscure and dcubtiul - we say Staurastirume thet have a somewhat similar
appearence - it is ecertaynly thoroughly unscientiiic to believe and to iry to,
make others believe +that in plankton there is the very place for development
of new taxa. This is the idee originatin: from Teiling (Bot.Congr.1950) and |

fqllowed with great fidelity by Erook. What development in Deésmids reslly is,
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what ph)logeny in desmids (snd other slgee?) is, notwithetsnding severasl su-—
thors have made wonderful "irees of successiofl", that is something entirely

unknown and all those trees are phantastic inventions - nothing more. It is

a fault, a sciintific crime to iry to meke others believe that ve really know
something of the rhylogenetic evolution emong desmids. And this is the very

point where Teiling snd I entirely disagree. I believe I know enocugh about

evolution in genersl so that Teiling is not the man to teach me. His tone in
his letters to Arthur is not gentlemanlike. Even Borge, who was my first true
friend and in spite cf his wid-e knowfﬁge does not be approved by Tg’s eriti-
cal"evolutionary"eyes. I who knew Forge during rearly 20 yesrs I canitell you
that he was not only & pidgeax%oling unscientific "taxonomist"but he did neve
boast ofhis knowledge but he was &n most unpretenticus man. .

Dear Hannah,excuse me a1l this above, Teiling end mys&ljﬁe are

both good friends of yours and it is perheps unsympathetic to you t read sug
stuff. Fut I must,as fer as il goes, make ,ou see the resl difference between
Tg and me, It is not only Staurodesmus end Actinotaenium, it is the whole sci
entitic look at everything. I shall try %o avoid this cuestion in the future

Now I heve come to the end. This letter has been wriji
ten in my bed on small cheets,so it is certzinly mos

disjointed?
Best wistes to your mother and sourself.

I hope your heslth is in good state.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



	Cover Page
	DSC_0001
	DSC_0002
	DSC_0003
	DSC_0004
	DSC_0005
	DSC_0006
	DSC_0007
	DSC_0008
	DSC_0009
	DSC_0010
	DSC_0011

